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THE LOST URBAN IDENTITY: 
TRADITION AND FUSION FOR A NEW SENSE OF PLACE

franca mıANı

1. THE CITY: AN OPPORTUNITY OR “A NECESSARY EVIL”
7KH�FLW\�LV�D�FRPSOH[�SKHQRPHQRQ��LQ�SHUHQQLDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��SHUPDQHQWO\�HQJDJ-

LQJ�DQG�ULFK�LQ�FRQWUDVWV��6LJQL¿FDQWO\��FLW\�GZHOOHUV�RIWHQ�SHUFHLYH�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
WKHLU�VXUURXQGLQJV�QHJDWLYHO\��7KLV�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�JHQHUDO�VHQVH�RI�XQHDVH��EXW�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�
feeling of dissatisfaction which is revealed in studies of urban lifestyle based on advanced 
VRFLDO�WKHRULHV��/LWHUDWXUH��DUWLVWV�DQG�FLQHPD�WHQG�WR�HPSKDVL]H�QHJDWLYH�LPSUHVVLRQV�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�SRVLWLYH�DVSHFWV��DQG�VXUYH\V�VKRZ�UHSHDWHGO\�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�DUH�GLVVDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�
XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQWV��6RFLHW\�WRGD\�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�FLWLHV�RI�WKH�
21st century, in a lopsided ambivalence or a grudging functional attraction accompanied by 
DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLVOLNH��³)RU�HYHU\�XUEDQ�WKULOO�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�XUEDQ�OD-
PHQWV�DQG�UXUDO�\HDUQLQJV�´��.QR[��3LQFK��������S�����´��7KHUH�LV�DQ�DSSDUHQW�DPELJXLW\�LQ�
this. on one hand, small towns or even rural areas are preferred, and on the other hand there 
is an increasingly marked trend for movement into cities as people search for a better quality 
RI�OLIH�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�SURVSHFWV��$V�.QR[�DQG�3LQFK�QRWH��D�FLW\�LV�QHLWKHU�JRRG�QRU�EDG�
EXW�LQ�D�VHQVH�D�³QHFHVVDU\�HYLO´��.QR[��3LQFK�������������

:LP�:HQGHUV��RQH�RI�WKH�¿OP�GLUHFWRUV�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�
a certain type of urban image, said in an interview “Architecture, cities and places speak 
to us uninterruptedly … Places give us energy, sensations, memories, they create situations 
ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�ZRUN��UHOD[��IHHO�DW�HDVH�RU�QRW�«��&LWLHV�LQÀXHQFH�RXU�DFWLRQV�DQG�WKRXJKWV��
RXU�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�HYHQ�RXU�EHKDYLRU��7KH\�LQÀXHQFH�XV�PRUH�WKDQ�ZH�DUH�SUREDEO\�ZLOOLQJ�WR�
DGPLW�«�´��&DVFLDQL���������������

5DWKHU�WKDQ�GHPRQL]LQJ�WKH�HIIHFWV��ZH�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UHDO�UROH�RI�WKH�FLW\��:H�
QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�LWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO��VRFLDO�DQG�VSDWLDO�VWUXFWXUH�LQ�D�ZRUOG�
increasingly made up of enormous urban nebulae, where historical places seem to be disap-
SHDULQJ�LQ�XUEDQ�ÀXLGLW\�DQG�FHQWUHV�RI�JUDYLW\�DUH�LQ�D�SHUPDQHQW�VWDWH�RI�ÀX[��

multinational companies on one hand are looking for the most promising opportuni-
ties for growth in cities which will help to grow business. on the other hand, they need to 
identify policy and strategy to promote themselves and adapt to new market requirements. 
,Q�WKHVH�G\QDPLFV��FORVHO\�OLQNHG�WR�RQOLQH�ÀRZ�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�� WKH�JOREDO�FLW\�DV�DQ�LQ-
QRYDWLYH�IRUP�RI�VSDFH��&DVWHOOV������������LV�WDNLQJ�RQ�VWUDWHJLF�LPSRUWDQFH��0F.LQVH\�
*OREDO�,QVWLWXWH���������,W�LV�QRW��KRZHYHU��IRXQG�LQ�RQH�SUHFLVH�SODFH��EXW�LV�UDWKHU�WKH�JOREDO�
DUWLFXODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VSHFL¿F�VHFWRUV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�PHWURSROLVHV��OLQNHG�RQOLQH��DQG�IRUPLQJ�D�
network of control over the whole globe. Smaller cities also play an important role, as they 
are linked through multifunctional relationships which give them the means to ensure stabil-
ity in times of trouble and big social and economic change.

,Q�WKLV�FRPSOH[�ZRUOG�VFHQH��WKHUH�LV�LQHYLWDEO\�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FLWLHV��7KH\�DOO�
need to raise their ranking and urban value in order not to fall into a downward spiral of 
dissatisfaction of inhabitants and decline in their own capacities. they cannot afford to 
FRPSURPLVH�WKHLU� LQFRPH�RU�SRSXODWLRQ�¿JXUHV��0LDQL���������,W�IROORZV�WKDW� WKH�VLJQL¿-
cance and role a town or city had in the past is no longer enough to ensure competitiveness.
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2. URBAN RENEWAL AND BIG EVENTS: A MISSED OPPORTUNITY?
there is today no single vision of the future of the city. Debate centres, on one hand, 

RQ�KRZ� WR� OLPLW�XUEDQ�H[SDQVLRQ�DQG�RQ� WKH�RWKHU��KRZ� WR�PDQDJH�JURZWK�ZLWK�VXLWDEOH�
SROLF\��$�XVHIXO�K\SRWKHVLV�LV�WKDW�FLWLHV�QHHG�WR�¿QG�D�QHZ�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�LGHQWLW\�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�PHGLDWH�EHWZHHQ�JOREDO�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�FRQWH[W��DQG�ZKLFK�DOVR�WDNHV�LQWR�
account sustainability. the city needs to become a living laboratory, an attraction point for 
talent where history, beauty and ideas meet up with capital. this would be the new idea of 
the Renaissance “ideal city”, which was considered so because of its design and innovative 
XUEDQ�VSDFH��EXW�HVSHFLDOO\�EHFDXVH�LW�SHUPLWWHG�³JRRG�JRYHUQPHQW´��)LJ������

Fig. 1: $QRQLPR��3LHUR�GHOOD�)UDQFHVFD��/HRQ�%DWWLVWD�$OEHUWL��/XFLDQR�/DXUDQD"���
9HGXWD�GHOOD�&LWWj�,GHDOH��*DOOHULD�1D]LRQDOH�GHOOH�0DUFKH��3HVDUR�������FD�

ıt is not, however, simple to translate this utopia into reality, although many architects 
OLNH�(EHQH]HU�+RZDUG�DQG�/H�&RUEXVLHU�WULHG�WR�GR�VR�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH���WK�DQG���WK 

&HQWXULHV��)LJJ�������

Fig. 2: the Garden City movement is a method of urban planning that was initiated in 
�����E\�6LU�(EHQH]HU�+RZDUG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP
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 Fig. 3: 9LOOH�5DGLHXVH��5DGLDQW�&LW\��ZDV�DQ�XQUHDOLVHG�SURMHFW�GHVLJQHG�E\�WKH�6ZLVV�
DUFKLWHFW�/H�&RUEXVLHU�LQ������

today, attempts are being made with design in emerging countries and the construc-
tion of small smart cities such as masdar in the United Arab Emirates, near the Abu Dhabi 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$LUSRUW��7KLV�(FR�&LW\�SODQQHG�E\�WKH�8.¶V�)RVWHU�DQG�3DUWQHUV�IRU��������LQ-
habitants, combines state-of-the-art technologies with the planning principals of traditional 
$UDE�VHWWOHPHQWV�WR�FUHDWH�D�GHVHUW�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�DLPV�WR�EH�FDUERQ�QHXWUDO�DQG�]HUR�ZDVWH�
IRU�D�OLIH�EH\RQG�RLO��ZLWK�D�PL[HG�XVH��ORZ�ULVH��KLJK�GHQVLW\�GHYHORSPHQW�

7KH�¿UVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��WKH�0DVGDU�,QVWLWXWH�RI�6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\��D�SUL-
YDWH�XQLYHUVLW\�IRFXVHG�RQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�HQHUJ\��VXVWDLQDELOLW\��DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��ZDV�FRP-
SOHWHG�LQ�������)LJJ���D���E���F���7KH�ODVW�SKDVH��LQFOXGLQJ�D�0RVFKHD�DQG�WKH�5HVLGHQWLDO�
District, is under construction.

³:KLOH��0DVGDU¶V�GHVLJQ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�VSHFL¿F�UHVSRQVH�WR�LWV�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�FOLPDWH��WKH�
underlying principles are applicable anywhere the world. ın that sense, it offers a blueprint 
IRU�WKH�VXVWDLQDEOH�FLW\�RI�WKH�IXWXUH´��ZZZ�IRVWHUDQGSDUWQHUV�FRP��

there are also new towns showing varying degrees of environmental awareness in 
PRUH�ZHVWHUQLVHG�SDUWV�RI�&KLQD��0LDQL���������2Q�D�VRPHZKDW�ODUJHU�VFDOH��WKHVH�DUH�H[-
WHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�QHZ�VPDOO�WRZQV�DOUHDG\�FRGL¿HG�DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�86$��
DFFRUGLQJ�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�1HZ�8UEDQLVP��&18���������)LJ�����

/RRNLQJ�DW�,WDO\��WKHUH�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�DSSHDU�WR�EH�YHU\�IHZ�SURMHFWV�IRU�LQQRYDWLRQ�RU�
strategies for future development. Design and construction appear to be largely in the hands 
of a ruling class acting, sometimes, in their own interests with no underlying aim or vision. 
there is little attention to wellbeing or urban quality and notably little interest in the envi-
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Fig. 4a: masdar ınstitute view from the desert. the land surrounding the city will contain 
ZLQG�DQG�SKRWRYROWDLF�IDUPV��UHVHDUFK�¿HOGV�DQG�SODQWDWLRQV��DOORZLQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�EH�
HQWLUHO\�HQHUJ\�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�������

Fig. 4b: the principal courtyard of the masdar 
ınstitute Campus, with the Wind tower, the 
visible part of a sophisticated, self-regulating 
system to obtain “thermal Confort”, encou-
raging people to use the outdoor spaces more 
RIWHQ�DQG�IRU�ORQJHU�SHULRGV�������

Fig. 4c:� 0DVGDU� ,QVWLWXWH��$� YLHZ� RI� D�
building with photovoltaic panels on the 
URRI��������
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ronment. fine words are spoken about the desirability of creative, attractive, competitive, 
green, sustainable cities, but in actual fact, cities are continuously being built up and added 
to without any serious planning or design. 

Fig. 5: 1HZ�8UEDQLVP��7UDQVHFW�EDVHG�3ODQQLQJ

ıtaly in fact has nearly always been at the side-lines in international debate on the 
IXWXUH�RI�WKH�FLW\��,W�KDV�QHYHU�WULHG�RXW�DQ\�LQQRYDWLYH�SURSRVDOV��LW�KDV�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�PDGH�
timid and isolated attempts based on standard or out of date plans. Current attempts to use 
KLJK�SUR¿OH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HYHQWV�IRU�PHJD�EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFWV�EULQJ�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�REWDLQLQJ�
ELJ�EHQH¿WV��EXW�WKH�DFWXDO�UHVXOW�WHQGV�WR�EH�GUDLQLQJ�DZD\�VFDUFH�UHVRXUFHV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
¿QG�PRUH�UDWLRQDO�XVH�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�HPSOR\HG�IRU�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�JRRG��

,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�'RPXV�PDJD]LQH��WKH�DUFKLWHFW�9LWWRULR�*UHJRWWL�PDGH�
VRPH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SRLQWV�DERXW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�H[KLELWLRQV��+H�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�/RQGRQ�
&U\VWDO�3DODFH�*UHDW�([KLELWLRQ�RI������� WKH\�KDYH�GHFOLQHG� LQ� LPSRUWDQFH�DV� WKH\�KDYH�
become more frequent. over time they have become confused with trade fairs and interna-
WLRQDO�VSRUWV�HYHQWV��DQG�EHFRPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�VXSHUÀXRXV�DV�PDVV�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�KDYH�
EHFRPH�PRUH� WHFKQRORJLFDO��:KDW�ZHUH�RQFH� UHDOO\�XQLYHUVDO�H[KLELWLRQV�DUH� WRGD\�RQO\�
WHPSRUDU\� HYHQWV��(YHQ� VWUXFWXUDO�PRGL¿FDWLRQV� DUH�XQGHUWDNHQ� IRU� WKH� VROH� SXUSRVHV�RI�
LPDJH��&OHDUO\��WKH\�FDQ�QRZ�RIIHU�OLWWOH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�FXOWXUDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RU�VLJQL¿FDQW�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�ELJ�DWWUDFWLRQV��$OO�WKDW�FDQ�EH�H[SHFWHG�LV�VHW�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�
W\SH�XVHG�RQ�79��([KLELWLRQV�WRGD\�DUH�KHOG�WR�PHHW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�PDUNHWLQJ�RI�D�FLW\��RU�
perhaps tourist and real estate marketing. But the main reason is to seal agreements between 
local and national government for large amounts of funding, which in the best hypothesis 
SURYLGH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�VHUYLFHV�WR�ODVW�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW�LWVHOI��*UHJRWWL��������,,,��

7KH�QH[W������([SR�LQ�0LODQ�KDV�DV�LWV�WKHPH�³)HHGLQJ�WKH�SODQHW��HQHUJ\�IRU�OLIH´��
7KH�H[SR�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�³ZRUOG�IRRG�SDUN´�ERUGHUHG�E\�FDQDOV�DQG�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�
ODUJH�ELR�DFFOLPDWL]HG�JUHHQKRXVHV�DQG�YHJHWDEOH�JDUGHQV��WR�JURZ�DQG�GLVSOD\�WKH�DJULFXO-
tural marvels of different countries. the “conceptual master plan” originally put forward by 
a group of architects aimed to prevent further building on two million square meters of land 
LQ�WKH�0LODQ�DUHD��DOUHDG\�EDGO\�GLV¿JXUHG�E\�XQOLFHQVHG�EXLOGLQJV��)LJ������

%XW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ�D�PRUH�PRGHVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�LV�XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��
and already appears to be providing cover yet again for interests in real estate that will lay 
VLHJH�WR�WKH�DUHD�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW��'HJDQHOOR��������,,,���DQG�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�RQJRLQJ�LQYHVWLJD-
tions for corruption in contracts for buildings.
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the case of valencia in Spain has showed how deeply rooted corruption tends to be in 
WKH�SODQQLQJ�RI�ELJ�HYHQWV��7KH�$PHULFD¶V�&XS�:RUOG�6HULHV�\DFKW�UDFHV�KHOG�WKHUH�LQ������
�)LJ�����HQDEOHG�WKH��IDVW�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��EHVLGH�WKH�5LYHU�7XULD��RI�WKH�µ&LW\�
RI�$UW�DQG�6FLHQFH¶��$OEDQHVH�����������������GHVLJQHG�E\�SUHVWLJLRXV�6SDQLVK�DUFKLWHFW�
Santiago Calatrava. 

Fig. 6:�([SR�������0LODQ��FRQFHSWXDO�PDVWHU�SODQ

)LJ�����9DOHQFLD��WKH�KDUERXU�RI�$PHULFD¶V�&XS�DQG�WKH�&LW\�RI�$UW�DQG�6FLHQFH������
ınitially this was lauded as a great success, but it was not long before questions were 

raised about funding of the new airport, transport links to the harbor and numerous new con-
dominiums too. the local government fell into bankruptcy, the ghost of corruption reared 
LWV�KHDG�DQG�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�XVLQJ�ELJ�HYHQWV�WR�ERRVW�ORFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�ZDV�DJDLQ�FDOOHG�
into question.  

the suspicion also arises that big events may even constitute an attempt to offer ‘cir-
cuses’ in a scenario of ‘panem e circenses’��+DUYH\���������7KH\�PD\�LQ�IDFW�FRQVWLWXWH�D�
ZD\�RI�NHHSLQJ�WKH�µKDYH�QRW¶�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�XQGHU�FRQWURO��WKH\�FDQ�RIIHU�HQWHU-
WDLQPHQW�WR�GLVWUDFW�IURP�GD\�WR�GD\�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�SUREOHPV�DQG�WR�DQ�H[WHQW�NHHS�D�
lid on social unrest in favor of the ‘haves.’ 

these mechanisms, against a background of deep economic crisis, raise questions 
about the best use for funding which such events continue to obtain even in spite of the 
crisis. Discussion needs to take account of social problems and security issues raised on the 
RFFDVLRQ�RI�DQ\�ODUJH�HYHQW�ZRUOGZLGH��7KHUH�ZDV�IRU�H[DPSOH�KHDWHG�GHEDWH�DERXW�VHFXULW\�
FRVWV�IRU�WKH�/RQGRQ�2O\PSLF�*DPHV�LQ�������,Q�WKH�VDPH�\HDU�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�FRQWURYHUV\�
about the America’s Cup World Series yacht races in Naples, from which Naples, like va-
lencia, gained no long-term solution for its endemic problems and little short-term advan-
tage in spite of spending millions of euro on the event. 

2Q�SDSHU��WKH�³6RFLHWj�GL�7UDVIRUPD]LRQH�8UEDQD´�RU�³8UEDQ�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�&RPSD-
QLHV´�VHW�XS�LQ�PDQ\�WRZQV�DFURVV�,WDO\�ZHUH�PHDQW�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�HI¿FLHQW�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�
way of implementing big urban renewal schemes. they were meant to play a key
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Fig. 7: 9DOHQFLD��WKH�KDUERXU�RI�$PHULFD¶V�&XS�DQG�WKH�&LW\�RI�$UW�DQG�6FLHQFH������

�UROH�LQ�WLPHV�RI�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV��%XW�WKHVH�WRR�KDYH�EHHQ�VRPHWLPHV�XVHG�IRU�SUR¿WHHULQJ�
and land speculation. they have brought many local administrations in ıtaly and other Eu-
ropean countries to the brink of bankruptcy, leaving such high debts that future generations 
ZLOO�EH�SD\LQJ�WKHP�RII�WKURXJK�KHDY\�WD[DWLRQ�IRU�\HDUV��:RUVH�VWLOO��KRZHYHU��WKH\�KDYH�
OHIW�JDSLQJ�XQ¿QLVKHG�EXLOGLQJ�VLWHV�LQ�FLWLHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\��DOO�DEDQGRQHG�IRU�ODFN�RI�
funds. 

3. CITIES AND GLOBALIZATION
the critical points in economics, society and culture are today inevitably accentu-

DWHG�E\�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��7RGD\�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQV�LV�VSUHDG�LQVWDQWDQHRXVO\�WKURXJK�PH-
dia and social networks. this rapidity brings immediate consequences, be they positive or 
QHJDWLYH��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FRQWURO�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��%OHQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
HFRQRPLHV�VRFLHW\��DUFKLWHFWXUDO�VW\OHV�DQG�LGHDV�WDNHV�SODFH�MXVW�DV�TXLFNO\��

$V�QRWHG�E\�3DXO�&ODYDO���������FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�SOD\V�D�NH\�UROH�LQ�WKH�VSUHDG�DQG�
construction of culture. the nature of culture itself depends on the means a people have at 
their disposal, from simple imitation or oral communication, and writing, to modern media 
and social networks. Culture is a matter of know-how and knowledge which enable the 
LQGLYLGXDO�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��DQG�LW�LV�FORVHO\�OLQNHG�WR�WHUULWRULDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
(YHQ�WRGD\��FLWLHV�DUH�VWLOO�PDGH�XS�RI�SODFHV�DQG�VSDFHV�ZLWK�SUHFLVH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�IRU�SHRSOH�
living there. 

the value of urban landscapes is closely linked to their past and the history which has 
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shaped them. Urban identity, however, is little more than an abstract entity, a near obsolete 
FRQFHSW�ZLWK�ERXQGDULHV�DQG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WKDW�DUH�KDUG�WR�GH¿QH��

7RGD\��LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\��LW�LV�KDUG�WR�GH¿QH�³VHQVH�RI�SODFH´��+LVWRU\�KDV�KDQGHG�GRZQ�D�
W\SH�RI�XUEDQ�VSDFH�ZKLFK�KDV�LQHYLWDEO\�LQÀXHQFHG�VXEVHTXHQW�GHYHORSPHQW��EXW�LW�LV�XQ-
clear whether planning today takes this into account. the role of urban history is unclear in 
interpreting the historic basis of a city in order to adapt it to change without the city losing 
its traditional identity. the very meaning of the word tradition is also open for discussion. ıt 
LV�XVHG�LQ�SXEOLFLW\�DQG�DGYHUWLVLQJ�IRU�,WDOLDQ�DUHDV��IRRG��0LDQL�	�$OEDQHVH��������DQG�FLW-
ies, but is increasingly hard to actually see tradition in cities which today bear the imprint of 
cultures and ideas from all over the world. there appears to be a real possibility that today’s 
XUEDQ�V\VWHP�RI�QHWZRUNV�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�FDQ�VXEYHUW�WKH�RUGHU�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�
have prevailed up to today. 

:H�QHHG�WR�DVN�ZKDW�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�DQ�,WDOLDQ�FLW\�LV��8QGRXEWHGO\��
they are still a valuable resource for the whole country and a reference model thanks to their 
characteristics and their high number of historical town centers and art treasures. ın spite 
RI�PRGHUQ�WUHQGV��WKH\�UHWDLQ�GH¿QLWH�GHHSO\�URRWHG�LGHQWLWLHV��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�WKH�FDVH�
in cities in other countries, sometimes envious of the ıtalian heritage. And identity is a fac-
tor often required for successful regeneration of city centers now empty of inhabitants and 
lacking character (0LDQL���������

Urban policies have the precise role of adapting out cities to new requirements with-
out forgetting the past and without suffocating them and preventing their growth by spatial 
armor. ıt needs to resolve various policy issues, such as whether the city is mainly competi-
tive, creative, sustainable or ancient and in need of preservation. the city needs to decide 
ZKHWKHU�WR�EH�D�FLW\�RI�SODFHV�RU�D�FLW\�RI�ÀRZV��

0DQ\�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW�JLYHQ�LWV�PXOWLIRUP��YDULHG�DQG�FRPSOH[�QD-
WXUH��LW�LV�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�D�WRZQ�IURP�RQH�VLQJOH�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��
$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��JHRJUDSK\�DV�D�¿HOG�RI�VWXG\�KDV�E\�QHFHVVLW\�EHHQ�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�RWKHU�
disciplines in looking at the city. We need to establish what is meant by a creative city, and 
ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�DQ�RSWLPXP�VL]H�WR�GHYHORS�FUHDWLYLW\��:H�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�VPDOO�DQG�
medium cities can be creative or whether only metropolises succeed in developing by at-
tracting creative professions. 

)RU�XUEDQLVW�0DXUL]LR�&DUWD��D�FUHDWLYH�FLW\�KDV�WR�JR�IURP�SDVVLYHO\�DWWUDFWLQJ�WDOHQW�
to being a creative city actively producing new identities and economies along with a new 
JHRJUDSK\��7KLV�LPSOLHV�PRYLQJ�IURP�D�¿QDQFLDO�YLHZ�RI�D�FLW\��ZKHUH�FUHDWLYLW\�DWWUDFWV�
investments, to active planning, where creativity generates a new morphology and produc-
WLYH�LQQRYDWLYH�DFWLYLWLHV��&DUWD��������������)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�OLQH�RI�WKRXJKW��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�LWV�
VL]H��HYHU\�FLW\�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�EHFRPH�FUHDWLYH�

ın the view of the economist ırene tinagli, however, the heritage of cities and small 
towns around ıtaly is failing to do this. there is instead competition between local interests 
DQG�D�VHULHV�RI�SRZHU�FRQÀLFWV�FUHDWLQJ�D�IUDJPHQWHG�VHULHV�RI�LVODQGV�ZLWKRXW�WKHUH�EHLQJ�
an overall network of innovation. the lack of appropriate policies and failings in managing 
the economy have serious economic effects and lead to big losses in opportunity and socio-
cultural problems. Within towns too, there is the risk that the social structure will change 
IURP�RQH�RI�RYHU�ULGLQJ�VRFLDO�FRKHVLRQ�WR�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RI�FORVXUH�WR�H[WHUQDO�LQÀXHQFHV��7KLV�
ZLOO�SUHYHQW�UHQHZDO�DQG�WKH�H[FKDQJH�RI�LGHDV��DQG�FDXVH�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�ÀLJKW�RI�WDOHQW�IURP�
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,WDOLDQ�FLWLHV��7LQDJOL���������
this is because in the web society, the problem is not so much how to obtain informa-

WLRQ�DV�KRZ�WR�UHWULHYH�DQG�VHOHFW�XVHIXO�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�D�FRQWLQXRXV�ÀRZ��
the new cultural, spatial and social relations means new “maps” need to be drawn, not sim-
SO\�JHRJUDSKLFDO�PDSV�ZKLFK�DUH�VR�HDV\�WR�¿QG�RQ�LQWHUQHW��EXW�PDSV�RI�WKH�FRQYHUJHQFHV�
of action and activity centers all over the world. 

4. THE LASTING CENTRALITY OF CITIES AND THE SEARCH FOR A 
NEW “SENSE OF PLACE”

for Saskia Sassen the big cities of today are where people from all over the world 
PHHW�LQ�D�ZD\�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�HOVHZKHUH��7KH�JURZLQJ�DQG�HYHU�PRUH�FRPSOH[�
metropolis has become an attraction for tourists not so much because of its museums or 
monuments, but thanks to its characteristics, futuristic architecture and even the people who 
OLYH�WKHUH��³FRQVLGHUHG�DV�DQ�H[RWLF�SKHQRPHQRQ´��6DVVHQ�������������
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)LJ�����7RS�JOREDO�FLWLHV�UDQNLQJ��VRXUFH��ZZZ�DWNHDUQH\�FRP��

ıt is interesting to consider why there should continue to be this concentration of 
people and activities in the age of internet and e-commerce, and why the new technologies 
DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�KDYH�QRW�QHXWUDOL]HG�WKH�DJH�ROG�SRZHU�RI�WKH�FLW\��$IWHU�DOO��WKH�FLW\�
was even thought at one time to be dead as a strategic space. What is actually happening to-
GD\��KRZHYHU��LV�WKH�RSSRVLWH��&LWLHV�DUH�SUROLIHUDWLQJ�DQG�JURZLQJ�ELJJHU��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
of the global economy today is being carried out and into the future by a restricted group of 
ODUJH�FLWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��)LJ������7KHVH�KDYH�DGDSWHG��LQ�WHUPV�RI�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�DQG�
DUFKLWHFWXUH��WR�WKHLU�QHZ�UROH�E\�¿QGLQJ�D�QHZ�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�YDOLG�LGHQWLW\�RU�ORJR�ZKLFK�LV�
effective and competitive internationally. 

)LJ�����9HQLFH��PDJQL¿FHQW�VFHQHU\

,Q�WKLV�QHYHU�HQGLQJ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�WR�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKH�FLW\��HYHU�WDOOHU�DQG�PRUH�FRPSOH[�
VN\VFUDSHUV�KDYH�PDGH�D�FRPHEDFN��DORQJ�ZLWK�QHZ�PXVHXPV��³DUFKLVWDU´�SURMHFWV�DQG�IDQ-
WDVWLF�VKRSSLQJ�FHQWHUV��%XW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��DLUSRUWV��PDQDJHPHQW�KHDGTXDUWHUV��
hotels, housing and services to match international lifestyles, has led to a certain standard-
L]DWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�IXVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�
styles which often have no connection with local traditions and culture. ın many global cit-
ies there has been a remodeling of space and functions which has spread a common model 
of development, almost a “visual code” for consumers in the image of winning city. 

At the same time, a dense network of service activities has grown up to meet the needs 
of city dwellers and tourists around the new spatial and functional framework. Creative 
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SURIHVVLRQV�DQG�LQIRUPDO�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�VSUXQJ�XS�DV�SLRQHHUV�WR�¿OO�WKH�LQWHUVWLFHV�LQ�PDQ\�
metropolises. often they generate new roles through aggregating creative youngsters taking 
over entire areas ripe for regeneration and setting up new types of activity and consumption. 

Creativity is the raw material of innovation and is directly proportional to the sur-
URXQGLQJ�ÀX[�RI�QHZ�LGHDV��7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�XQVWRSSDEOH�WHQGHQF\�RI�FLWLHV�
WR�FRPSHWH�RQ�DOO�IURQWV�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�UHVSHFW�KLVWRULFDO�YDOXHV�DQG�VWUDWL¿HG�LGHQWL-
ties. from this point of view, the ıtalian territorial fabric with its high density of population 
DQG�GLYHUVL¿HG�DFWLYLWLHV�LV�D�GHHSO\�URRWHG�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�DQG�D�IDEULF�RI�SODFHV�DQG�FLWLHV�
GH¿QHG�DQG�OLQNHG�E\�ÀRZV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��7KLV�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�EHLQJ�VWUHQJWK�RI�,WDO\�
and is desired by emerging countries too. Workmanship and products from ıtaly have a 
value added which is not found elsewhere. the value of products “made in ıtaly”, however, 
is higher if they are entirely made in the country rather than being only assembled or simply 
sold outside the European Union or in the far East. for cities too, the value and the unique-
QHVV� OLH� LQ� WKHLU�VSHFL¿F�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�G\QDPLFV��2YHU� WLPH�� WKHVH�G\QDPLFV�
have proven to be sound, thanks to solidity of institutions and good governance. ıt is pos-
sible to build a copy of venice in Las vegas, but nothing can compete with the real thing. 

ıt is relatively simple to build a new ıtalian town in China to an ıtalian design, but 
PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�KLVWRULFDO�,WDOLDQ�FLWLHV�LV�D�PXFK�PRUH�FRPSOH[�PDWWHU��

9HQLFH��ZKLFK�KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�HPSW\�VKHOO��LV�DQ�HPEOHPDWLF�FDVH��$V�WKH�,WDOLDQ�MRXU-
QDOLVW�$OGR�&D]]XOOR�UHPDUNV��³9HQLFH�LV�GHDG�DV�D�FLW\��$QG�LW�LV�UHERUQ�DV�D�VKRS�ZLQGRZ´�
�&D]]XOOR�������������)LJ������,Q�IDFW��WKH�9HQHWLDQ�5HVRUW�+RWHO�&DVLQR�LQ�/DV�9HJDV�RU�LQ�
0DFDR��)LJJ���������DQG�WKH�UHDO�9HQLFH�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�WKHLU�SXUHO\�HFRQRPLF�IXQFWLRQ��
to be a shop window for tourists. 

)LJ����� the venetian Hotel, Las vegas
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Fig. 11: the venetian Resort Hotel, macao

the real city has been forced to cut its original functions and services and the popula-
WLRQ�KDV�ÀHG��VR�WKDW�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�VLPSO\�D�PRQXPHQW�RU�D�JLDQW�KRWHO��%HKLQG�WKH�VFHQHU\��
the real city of venetians and their daily life has given way to purely tourist activities. At 
night, the frenetic activity of daytime gives way to melancholy silence of barred windows 
and scaffolding on the many battered old palaces that are being restored by tycoons from 
all over the world.

So holding on to tradition and consolidated urban identity in the belief that historic cit-
LHV�ZLOO�VXUYLYH�DXWRQRPRXVO\�ZLWKRXW�H[SUHVVO\�DGDSWLQJ�WKHLU�FRPSRQHQWV�OHDGV�WR�³PXP-
PL¿FDWLRQ´�RI�WKH�WHUULWRULDO�VSDFH��%HKLQG�WKH�VFHQHV��WKH�VRFLDO�IDEULF�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�
continuously modifying the role and characteristics of the social group. there needs to be 
carefully thought-out and well-managed process of fusion between the social environment 
and its spatial structure, incorporating elements which will enhance value without forgetting 
the heritage of local history. 

5. FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
today, everything seems to be possible for the environment and sustainability regard-

ing local resources and their enhancement. modern technology applied to energy problems 
FDQ�KHOS�XV� WR�H[WUDSRODWH�SRVLWLYH�HOHPHQWV� IURP�GLYHUVH�FXOWXUHV��&ULWLFDO�DZDUHQHVV� LQ�
¿QGLQJ�VROXWLRQV�IURP�HOVHZKHUH�LV�HVVHQWLDO��EXW�WKH�UHGLVFRYHU\�RI�DQFLHQW�ZLVGRP�IURP�
elsewhere, knowing how to adapt and use ideas from other parts of the world is a new and 
VWLPXODWLQJ�¿HOG�RI�UHVHDUFK�DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�MR\V�RI�RXU�WLPH��

8UEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�PRGHOV�XVHG�IRU�KLJK�SUR¿OH�HYHQWV�RU�ELJ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SURMHFWV�
FDQQRW�LQ�IDFW�EH�UHSHDWHG�LQGH¿QLWHO\��7KH\�PD\�KDYH�KDG�SRVLWLYH�HIIHFWV�DW�FHUWDLQ�WLPHV�LQ�
WKH�SDVW��EXW�WKH\�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�WRGD\�D�V\VWHP�RI�JHQHUDWLQJ�JURZWK�RU�LQWHUQDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ��

the current economic crisis means we require solutions urgently. forced by circum-
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VWDQFHV�WR�OHDYH�ODUJH�VFDOH�SURMHFWV�WR�RQH�VLGH��ZH�UHTXLUH�D�QHZ�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�XUEDQ�
system. ıt is essential today for cities to be effective in supplying services, accommodation, 
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�RYHUDOO�VHFXULW\��$OO�WRR�RIWHQ�PRGHOV�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�RQH�FRQWH[W�KDYH�VLPSO\�
been reproduced in another without taking into account the essence of a city or its “polis”. 
more thought tends to be given to city users and multinationals, through marketing cam-
paigns, than is given to the people who actually live there, whereas city-dwellers who are 
happy to live there can be a key component in city promotion. 

�� 5HFHQWO\��KRZHYHU�� LW�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHFRPH�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW� WR�PDNH�D�FLW\�ZRUN�
WKDQ�WR�RUJDQL]H�D�ELJ�HYHQW��&LW\�FRXQFLOV�UHSHDWHGO\�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSHWLWLRQV�
for city promotion, rather than focusing on the daily life of people who already live there 
and enhancing the value of what they already have at their disposal. 

 the entire heritage of ıtaly, the “Bel Paese” needs to be rediscovered and re-
ODXQFKHG�LQ�DQ�LQQRYDWLYH�ZD\��7KLV�LV�D�KXJH�WDVN��D�FRXQWU\�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�DUWLVWLF�ZHDOWK�
VLQFH�WKH�GD\V�RI�WKH�*UDQG�7RXU�DSSHDUV�FXUUHQWO\�XQDEOH�WR�RUJDQL]H�LWV�PXVHXPV�DV�ZHOO�
as other countries. there is also a great deal of catching up to do in hotels and accommoda-
WLRQ��LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�WRXULVWV�SRWHQWLDOO\�DWWUDFWHG�WR�,WDO\�WKH�VHFWRU�LV�QRW�
RUJDQL]HG�DV�ZHOO�DV�RYHUVHDV�FRPSHWLWRUV��

the case of the city of L’Aquila shows that ıtaly does not care enough for its historic 
WRZQV�HLWKHU��$IWHU�WKH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�HDUWKTXDNH�RI�������ZKLFK�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�KLV-
WRULF�FHQWUH��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�YDOLG�SODQ�IRU�UHEXLOGLQJ�LW��)LJ�������

Fig. 12: L’Aquila, the church of San Pietro a Coppito

ınstead, all efforts were focused on building homes outside the town, where the in-
KDELWDQWV�ZHUH�µWHPSRUDULO\¶�WUDQVIHUUHG��)LJ�������5HEXLOGLQJ�FRQWUDFWV�ZHUH�JLYHQ�WR�FRQ-
VWUXFWLRQ�¿UPV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�,WDO\��7KH�QHZ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�SXUSRVH�EXLOW��LV�IDU�
from constituting a real new town, although it is true that it was apparently built according 
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WR�DQWL�VHLVPLF�JXLGHOLQHV��:KDW�LV�PLVVLQJ�LV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�DJJUH-
JDWLRQ��DQG�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFFHVV�VKRSV��VHUYLFHV�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�PDGH�XS�
traditional urban life. 

Fig. 13:�&�$�6�(��KRXVLQJ�DW�5RLR�3RJJLR��/¶$TXLOD������

0DQ\�H[�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�FLW\�FHQWUH��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�HOGHUO\��DUH�IHHOLQJ�D�GHHS�
sense of loss and bewilderment, as hopes of being able to return to their former homes have 
receded. the reconstruction of L’Aquila in this way has led to sharp loss of identity and 
VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�LQ�LWV�IRUPHU�LQKDELWDQWV��ZKR�LQ�IDFW�UHDOL]HG��IURP�WKH�VWDUW��WKDW�DEDQ-
GRQLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV�DQG�MREV�LQ�WRZQ�ZRXOG�FDXVH�D�VRFLDO�GLVDVWHU�DV�VHULRXV�LQ�LWV�ZD\�DV�
the earthquake itself. the city will only come back into its own as the compact centre, strong 
DQG�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�LWV�RZQ�LGHQWLW\��LI�WKH�OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�FRQVROLGDWHG�VSDWLDO�DQG�
social relationships are maintained. this, however, does not appear to be happening today 
LQ�WKH�MXQJOH�RI�VKRUWVLJKWHG�DQG�XQZLVH�SROLWLFDO�GHFLVLRQV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKLV�XQIRUWXQDWH�FLW\��

So, to conclude, even in the face of new environmental and sustainability require-
PHQWV��ZKLFK�XQGRXEWHGO\�QHFHVVLWDWH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�XUEDQ� IDEULF� WRZDUGV�JUHHQ�RU�
smart cities, tradition remains a key aspect. the use of new technology and communica-
WLRQV��DQG�WKH�PRVW�SRVLWLYH�HOHPHQWV�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��DUH�YLWDO�IRU�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�LQQRYDWLRQ�
required to re-launch the splendid cities of ıtaly provided that, at the same time, the histori-
cal legacy of place is taken into the correct account.
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