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An Evil Lost to View? An Investigation of Post-Evangelization Andean Religion 

in Mid-Colonial Peru. By Kenneth Mills. (Liverpool: The University of 

Liverpool, 1994. 147 pp. Maps, charts, notes, bibliography. £12.00 paper.) 

This brief monograph focuses on the religious practices of one parish 

in the Archdiocese of Lima in the mid-seventeenth century. Author Kenneth 

Mills documents the status of indigenous conversion in the parish of San Pedro 
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belief system and a nascent Andean Christianity" (p. 114). Contact not only 
created a syncretized Christianity but also changed Andean religion. In order 
to respond to the challenge of Christianity, indigenous dogmatizers altered 

their approach to Christian concepts such as confession and sin from one of 
resistance to incorporation. 

The majority of Indians were neither orthodox Christian nor 
traditional in their beliefs and practices. But within this generalization, Mills 
finds great diversity. His evidence reveals individuals making choices about 
their religious practices which range all along the spectrum between the 

extreme Christian and traditional positions. Mills' work is valuable both for 
the perspective it offers on religion in the Andes and as an example of the 
creative use of Spanish source materials to recover indigenous lives. 

Victoria H. Cummins 
Department of History 
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