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INTRODUCTION

The problem of housing the married student is among
the dilemmas facing univarsitj:aﬁaiiistrﬁ&éfi;angfghg :
architects who design for thép. !he'mariiia df&3§a$5i§‘
a relatively new concern on campuses thrbughéﬁt the country

today.

"Virtually unheard of until his smergence
from the aftermath of World War II, the -
married student and his family were first
considered a temporary anomaly in the ac-
ademic status quo. As such, it was ap-
propriate to house him in temporary shel-
ter., Now, some twenty years later, it is
obvious that the married student is a
permanent campus feature. It is time
that the university re-evaluate its ex-
pedient but piecemeal solytions to his
unique housing problems.”

Although the University of New Mexico's 1ona-a$ta§pt_ﬁtw
a solution is not an expedient one, it is in&déQuﬁﬁé -
only twenty units are provided. These units-ﬁii'iinif
mal and do not reflect anything of the npaéial-nafure

of the married student: study spaces axa-noneaxistent.

"What has been done, however remarkable
under extremely trying circumstances, is
not enough., Without a prototpye to direct
their actions, administrators and design-
er®¥ have followed the well-defined trail =
of ordinary low-income housing. It becomes
from many examples apologetically located
on the fringes of academic communities that
the ordinary minimum apartment does not







meet th;ineggglgf the nariied stud@nt.- ~a
A speecific ng type is necessary to =~
meet the ru ggirougnta of both ac— :
aderic and family life."®

Before any positive action can be tﬂipg?'io;o;ﬁig;
the academic world must admit to the existonci*ét-tﬁt :
married student and the meager state ar honaing awailable
to him, The problem to be properly solveﬁ must ho
properly articulated. DMany universities are fundanentally
opposed to the admission of married students and conse-
quently will only grudgingly admit that housing them is
their responsibility. Even after this realization has
been made, most institutions are unwilling to risk de-
viation from time-tested plans developed réé_nnltiapurpoal,
low income housing. Living units provided on a campus
and occupied by married students do not pér se oonnoﬁb
married housing any more than a buil&ing on a'ch!bua
containing books necessarily connotes a library. Prgﬁirly-
conceived, housing must at once provide a 1iving and
working environment that will reflect the ambivalent
nature of the married student; that is, as student and
family member. | |

Results of a survey among married_studentﬂ_nadéh
recently at campuses across the country brought out
these comments:

"Where I study varies depending on where thn
children are.”

"I study at home only after everyone is in bed;
otherwise it's impossible.”







"hen my husband is studying, I do not have
any place to go. I work all day and would
like to get my house organized at night,
but my husband can't study then. If the
bedroom were larger or a room provided for -
his atqd{ I coulg.ca:ry on my activities. =
This would help.™ B SR e SR O N

The extent of the need for married atﬂ&hﬁ@gﬁé@#tng_
is borne out by the following stafistics. Infiésﬁ} 24$. ”
of the total college student population in America, or

about 866,000 students were married, Approximately 50%“
of Americas' graduate students are married and 40%]5r
these have ome or more childrem. By 1970, 65% of all
graduates are expected to be married, This number re-

presents 22% of the total projected student population,

a percentage decrease compared to today's percentage, but
a significant numerical incresse,. _

Since rents are of primary importance to students,
housing should be provided for them that will_éﬂibla'm

to effect economies in their housing. Results of a 1956

survey conducted by the A. I. A, Bulletin ravaﬁiqdﬁthat_

Deans believe married student housing should bd-ﬁrﬁvided.'
the student at cost, 13% expressed the Opin;éﬁxthdt.#ggh.
housing should be subsidized. In Albuquerque; married':'
students pay from $75.00 %o 3125.00'or even higherﬁpar,
nonth for privately owned apartments or houseé’ﬁhiéﬁ gna :
at best vaguely suited to their needs. mem‘ﬁ asset of ~ 
this housing is its close proximity to the university:

however, ita;poor condition generally overshadois-ihik







feature, "Amortization of new housiaggunité-iﬁsuldV5¢5j

on a long-term basis in ordor to lower runta;'“f Such

financing, although imcurring 1arge 1n$¢roat raté!. wunjd-;,. 2

encourage high standards of building. Sutfid“e it ‘:u ae;r

that "local market conditions or comuereinl t&tail‘pwaﬁtiéea

should not serve as a guide for uni?ersity hﬁauins,araﬂtiﬁlt.*g

While the specific pature of living units vill %@ pre-
vided in the problem section to follow, some g&nerﬁl com» |
ments can be made here. Most of the units wiIl ba oan
and two bedroom types, in an approximate 50—50 ratio to
one another, A limited number of eftlcien@y units uill bs
included and three bedrooms units, if provided at all,

.J.
r Ry

will be in equally limited numbers. Although cfficiniﬁig'ﬁ

units are the cheapest to rent, they will be limiﬁed aineﬂ
they have the highest rate of turnover and vacanqy.
"A variety of plan types within a unified
concept can combat the traditional lenotnaw
of this building type, relieve the tensions
of couformity, and tend to create for the
student and his family a feeling of sglr—
esteem snd pride in being a student." _
This statement should be regarded as primary to the pro-
posed problem. ' _
Married student housing need not cater exclusively
to the married student. Graduate students and junior
faculty members, due to their similar demands should find
housing available for them in a complex of this nature.
0ld barriers between the faculty and students are being
eliminated in favor of a student-teacher rapport estab=

lished through c¢lose contact.













SITE

The site chosen for this probler is a qpégnﬁ:$;ick
of 8.6 acﬁga éﬁrﬁgntly léadédﬁb: tha—diiforsift{é?%igyf_ﬂ
Mexico from a private owner. It is Beﬁderdﬁ @ﬁ?thﬁhéégt;
by University Boulevard, on the north by canﬁufﬁihl pno—'
perty now occupied by Frontier Ford, on the west by a
vacant tract to be used in the future for tﬁc-e!panaipn
of the Medical Arts Complex, and on the south by residen-
tial housing on Sigma Chi Road. F, B. Reeves, in an article
published in the A. I. A. Journal,-sépt.'1963g.atﬁtﬁsftﬁe
married student housing shoul@ be located

", «ewithin easy walking or cycling distance

to the academic center of the campus, It

should be situated in a quiet area from the

nofses of playing fields, industrial reas,

and heavy traffic. Its site should be free

from uopleasant odors, scot, dust, or sny =

unpleasant by-product of industrisl processes. "
An inspection of the site described sbove lili'EQVBﬁl that
it fits well Reeves' oriteria. It offers privacy and
quiet and the surrounding buildings are of a residential
scale. It is nmot so detached from the university as to
isolate the married residents: general student facili-
ties and acddemic areas are readily accessible. The
commercial buildings to the north are situated on ter-
rain at least 10 feet below the lowest point of the site
and are no more than one story in height. They are well
separated visibly, on a plane below the site and physically,

by a high retaining wall running the length of the site.







The site is detached from any active or noisy area. of 3

campus activity and is in aqually close prozinity te the '
north and Bouth campusas. Tha nain-orienta&idhwuili'ﬁé o

to the northwest, morth, and‘northeast thus oiininnting
any major sum control problens.

This land is held by the university with a 49 :
year lease/purchase agreement contracted uith-thbfownaf '
in August, 196%. The cost of this lease is 4% of the o
purchase price per annum and is ronewable at the und of
the 49 year period. It ie currently platted fqr quority
housing, If land were plentiful or accesaibiiity fo
the academic complex easy, no objection could be raised

to this sorority development. However, given existing

conditions, this land usage is vain and foolhardy.  Uhi1e_

catering to a relatively wealthy minority of students,
approximately 360 of whom will be housed in the nino'
sororities, from 600 to 800 narri&d and graduate atud‘ﬁts
will be forced to seek out housing from a random assort-
ment of out-dated and ill-located private housing. When
it is seen that the university will grow to 25,&00
students, approximately 5,000 of whom will be married,
improper land usage becomes ludicrous.

Secondary benefits must also be considered. lNar-
ried housing is generally occupied throughout the year
and those few units that are vacated during the summer,
are ideal for summer lecturers and students alike. In-
tangible assets have already been mentioned.in the In-

troduction.

o
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CONCEPT

The concept will be g;xnn in terms of s&hﬁﬁnﬁfﬁ&
values to be msht in the apeei,ﬂc pa:oblen Muu&ﬁ
and in terms applicable to all variotieg of tfiﬁimﬁ
housing. General statements made in the context of 8&3
concept should be regarded as diructivo. _Uhila.not
specifically conceptual in nature, they are necessary
in establishing a comprehensive statement leading to a
particular site and housing design. In this uunﬁér,
constructive criticism based on failures in-préviﬁﬁg'
building can be applied. Statements apgsarinéringir
negative vein, carry with them ﬁn-iﬁplitd'pnaﬁfiﬁpl.
alternative. -

An expression of high density, low rise, multi-
axial housing indigencus to the University an&'ﬁhn
Southwest will be sought. Site planning and densities
of the character and magnitude of Itaiidn'hill‘téwna,
French medieval villages, and American row housing as
in Georgetown, Philadelphia or Boston, are dépigg i;—
fluences. A close, secure and animated atmosphere will
be generated by juxtiposition of diverse activities and
varying architectural backdrops in close praximity. .

A maximum of the site will remain open for housing.
Automobile parking will be located in two belts on the

north and south sides of the site, the northern belt

depressed five feet below the adjacent terrajn, and the







southern elevated five feet. The visual eliiinat&an at
cars and resulting roads and partihg lots wili alﬁbv a

Lk

human scale to devalep nnoneﬁnhtrad, the scalt undﬁﬂﬁnaiiv ; A
sought being incompatible mith thn antopobtliu

Each housing unit will be euﬂpaﬂt and dnxﬁb&i, vith
ample, efficient storage. A nnxiuul of natuxal-itlﬁt«anﬁ B

ventilation will be sought as will viaual ﬁxtensian of ;
the units to outdoor living aresas. BStudy spaces, uhéther'
individual or communal will be planned accordihg'ﬁo.a
desired orientation within each unit and the bvarqll.,:
building site. . i
Primary to the concept is ths ambivalent n#tufﬁ of
married students. This fact nuat find expreaaien throngh
an atmosphere of learning and of family and comnnnity life.
"Certainly the heart of the matter is that the opportunitias
through activities in living together are just dbqnt ag
valuable as what goes on in the classrooms and 1dboratoriesc"mo.'

"Living gquarters scaled to people/privacx
without isclation, secure relationships
with small group of intimates are basic
human needs. Yet mass higher education
ang=mass housing that goes with it too
often create an anti-intellectual atmos-
phere compounded of inhuman size, im-
personality, and unavoidable neglect of
individual students by the faculty, the
housing staff, and even by each other.
The college can if it chooses create
even within the large structures made
necessary by the economics of building,
small living groups in which each stu-
dent can find a comfortable niche. Yet
too many students live anonymously in
rows of identical boxes stfgng along
bleak, echoing corridors."”
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-guest parking area(s)

-service access s required

GENERAL cbnsxnﬁaﬁwxens_

"A place for atudy should be uongietc&y
arated from the normal living area, hut inh
cated within the apartment, It must be a
quiet, secure, well-lighted and vansilaaaé
space, reserved for study purposes enlx..~;;
should not be large enough to deablplsdnan
extra bedroom, nursery or playroﬂn "

OOmmunity laundry rooms shoul& be in a eenttul 10~
cation with use controlled tq nyoiﬁ_unnocosa&mr nqiue—i!ﬁa~
at night. Play areas should be pr_wﬁéti near the laundry
so that mothers can simultaneously wash, gossip, and
care for their children. Drying yards should not be
utilized as play spaces for children.

Lounges or common rooms should become fbeér_poiﬁts
of the site, both actually and symbelically the center
of community life. Provisions for dances, suppers,
neetings, supervised play, uetion.pictuzss-shnuld’bh
considered insofar as they are appropriate. Noises
from these functions must be screened from apartments

or study areas.

"Child care is often needlessly compli-
cabed by inadequate or poorly plauned

play areas; landscape or architectural
features on which children can get hurt;
inadequate storage for tricycles, baby car-
riages, sleds, iEc. uncovered garbage and
trash storage.”
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