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5th and Highland CHURCH of CHRIST producers of the

HERALD OF TRUTH
Radio and Television Programs

915 677-3522 / BOX 2439 / ABILENE, TEXAS 79604 —=

February 20, 1969

Mr. and Mrs. Cal Hall
Caixa Postal 1514

Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais
Brasil

Dear Voni, Cal and Family:

Sue and | were saddened to learn of Voni's health complications

_during recent months. We thank God that she is now better,

according to your January 31 letter, and everything is getting

back to normal. We appreciate you so very mucy for your com-

mitment fo Jesus Christ. You continue to inspire so many people

who know and love you and your family. Please be assured of

our continuing love and concern for you and our prayers that

God will give full strength to you physically, spiritually, and i
emotionally. '

| regret that | did not get to come to the Pan American Lectures.

| understand they were the best in the history of the series. | know
that much for the credit for this must go to the deep spiritual concern
which all of the workers in Brasil possess. |t sounds like everybody
made a significant contribution. | know you were all thrilled and
inspired by the opportunity to visit and worship with so many brethren.

We will be moving to Atlanta, Georgia at the end of July and will
go off Herald of Truth radio at that time. | will begin working in a
doctoral program at Columbia Theological Seminary in the fall and
will be in charge of a special campus ministry program under the
direction of the elders at the Decatur church. This is the congrega-
tion where the Darrel Davis family receive support. Please give them
my special regards also.

As we pray for you, please remember us also. There are special tensions
here right now that require that all of us belong completely to Christ and
be motivated by His will for our lives,




BALL'S  BAPPENJN®S . . Jamuary 31, 1969
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Dear Onea, - Wy
411 English composition classes say you shouldn"t sts.r't a. 1etter with ®We?re' sorry re’re.
so late writing =." But we're going to start this one that way dnyway. - For, though no.
month can be called Ynormal® in our lives, these last 3 months have even been less so,
Because at th:Ls time we can't immediately answer all of your letters, we're wr:L‘t:Lng this
one ane mailing it from here, to-catch you upse....How so much c¢an happen in such a short
time 7?7 Iet’s see if wé can tell you all.of it. on one shest of paper (tho we may chsat <
and use. some, of ths other s:Lds?) - ;o : : 5

The Pan-Amemcan 1elctures in Sao Paulo in Novﬂ were all and more’ than we had haped for“
If you can imagine yourself it a* situation where you hadn’t been able to attend any Sp"LI‘-
itually. stimulating lectmre for a year an a half. and then are feasted morn, noon and -
night with lectures, visits with loved-ones you've been starved to seey and you fill your-
self every minute for five days, knowing its going to be ended too soon = and for too long
a time =-- then you “get an idea of the r:l.cbnsss, s‘tlmulat:.on, and phys:r.cal exhaustlon of .
thos five days in’ Sao Paulo. : :

Our: famlly was one of 'those blessed by hav1ng an sldsr and his wife of our sponsoring: -
congregation come ‘to Braz:Ll ' 50 after lectures Heston end Ruth’ Havens came up to'Bslo -
Horizonte and spent 5 and a' half ‘all too: short days’ with us. bsfors head:.ng back o t 15
states (tho think they were rqady to get home a:nd get some rest“) ) ' i

After their depac-ture on Than <sgiving Day we trled to settls down to normal But, Voniy
who-hadn’t been feeling well, got worse, and we wWere beginming to wonder if she had
picked up.some bug, She had! There is.no way to .describe our shock when the doctor told
us she t-ras about two and a “ha” :E‘ months ‘pregnant, After all, af‘ter five chlldren we know
ths usual 51gns - but this pmgnancy wasn't normal, *10;- did it continus to be., -

On the n:.gh't of the 22nd of” D“cember, WD had' to 'taks hsr -[-,r, ‘the hosp*tal, she was- hemo; i
raging so badly, Ou“ family Christmas presen't was . Mommy:., nom:x.ng hone on Xmas dav CButy.
from then on, she had to rems.Jn in bed A TER AL 5 _ e S




The: doctor still thought thing would be ok, and at . .rst Voni irproved, But theh, she -
got worse aga:l.n, and on Jan 13th we had to take . her back o the hosprt.al The nest days,
the doctor perfoméd a Caesarzan sectian to wemove the doad baby . her body had been unable
to expel. (Thls is one t1me An‘Brazil we saw: things move FAST, T5‘rom the ‘moment the doctor
had Cal’s. perm1551on for thé operation to-the-time Voni was on the operating table was less
than 15 minutes! Thé doctor iras concerned-over her loss of blood and 'didn't waste any
time, ) . Afterwards she had a blood transfusiona nd an IV to help get her strength back,
and. she. got. to ‘come home' on the 19th,: It will be .a whil before she gets her health
.completely back, bui at Téast she’s: homes (The- whole family is agreed, "tis better to: have
Mom homei even 1n bed, than nnt home at all..- Whlch doesn"t hurt Mom”s self-esteem at
2ll, ha! - i e : 5, . T

A few 51dellghts~-m--ﬂ; o 70

The first time Voni- had to go to the hospltal, Cal got home from Portuguese ‘worship ser=-
vices about 8230 p,m; - Hé headed Gr fost. (we' had soX.our car to help pay school bills)

down to the airport; about a mile from here and has the closest phone, to phone the doctor,
Of all nights, the airport had closed early and Cal couldn't get into the phone, He
hurried home (most of the way uphill) and roused our next door nelghbor. He didn't have

a cary, but did have a key to his office near the airport where there is a telephone, Anothe-
er neighbor had a pick-up truzk, and took us to the airport where we called the doctor, :
and also a friend who was going into town and knew where the hospital was we were supposed
to go. From the time Cal fist left the house until when Voni arrived at the houﬂL el -
two hours, A little different thaniin the states?! - : :

The doctor we had is excellent And the hospital he sent Voni tO'was a very good’ one, How
thankful we've been for this,

Here,'when you go to the hospital, *tis a 1little different than in the states, The patient
takes their own sleeping wear., (Mark Shipp, when he had his tonsils out didn’t know this,
He was operated on in his street clothes, tho they took off his shoes,) Also, you need to
carry your own towel, soap, and washrag, The common thing is for one of the family or a
friend to stay in the room with the patient, (Voni®s room had two beds: hers and the other
where Cal slept nights.) This relieves the nurses, for they are understaffed. Whoever

is in the room with the patient can take care of the small things, calling the nurse only
when needed for medication, shots, etc, #'he arrangement works out very well'




Y During all of this time, Cal has tried to coptinue giving and taking classes, keep thlngs
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. going at home (and hospital), mearwhile 1ooking for some old car for transportatlon -
}}\_looklng for an old car in this country is another story...perhaps we can'tell about that
.\ next time? - and busses are quite a challenge in this city. Ex: while Voni was in the
hospital, Cal traveled between house and hospital two or three times daily which used
three to four hours, How MUCH a telephone at home would help, but unavailable..., .:
“WWe have not mentioned financial matters in our newsletters, but. a1l of you who have su
~ ported us here in Brazil deserve to hear about this subject once a year, and sinece this
4+ is the year end letters, here goes... We have not received a list of those who have
.| donated to the Hall mission fund at Central church of Christ in Portland, so we have been
:\ unable to write you personally to thahk you for your help., (We assume you have received
written acknowledgement from the Cmntral eleers for your contribution during 1968,) May
jg we use tnis letter now to thank you again for your help last year, and we thank God for
your interest in our work here in Brazil., ' We prayolleyttl38oichlg imms ydenypork there.
'1 ) L{“‘H’ (Wk Honw Jo n M’.\, A4 3#:_./7\ /f»-.z -
_ Here in Brazil, one's flnanclal situation is subjeet to great changes. We came with an
} adequate salary, and during the first year were able to get settled and keep all personal
4] obligations, school bills, and living expenses paid on time, This seeond year has been
) a little rougher. Inflation has inereased living costs 53% while the exchange rate has
. inereased 35%, leaving a gap of 18%, which has lowered 'our buying power about 18%. Also,
the cost for keeping our children in the American school has doubled from $500 to the
) present $1010 per semester, or $2020 per school year. (This is the only Englishe=s aklng
| school here, and theleaset expensive one in South America.) This reduces our-safgiy by
) another third, or roughly $50 per week during the school year of 40 weeks, We requested
“| extra funds for the school bill and the Central elders have helped with a little over
f half of last semesters school bill, It is paid, and we are so grateful!

It’s time for the children to start school again, But this semester we must do things
differently, since we have not been able to resolve the finaneial problem, Merrill will
finish this, his senior year, by correspondence, Sheryl is in the jr, year and Lanae in
the 8th grade: they will continue with correspondence courses, and also try to enter a
Brazilian sehool, This is going to be a veal ghallengs for them! Mona, in the 1lst grade,
will be continuing at the American school this year... We are definitely experimenting,
and will surely appreciate your prayers about ocur ehlldren”s educatlon, that they won't
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Cal had the blessing of baptizing a young man out at the camp a few weeks ago (the first
baptism at the camp,) This surely brought.backsa lot of memories and, we pray, will be
the start of many more memories heresssss Our older three shildren helped the Faith
Corps workers knock on doors lask week, and over 200 were enrolled in the Bible Correse
pondence Course here in Belo Horizonte, (Faith Corps workers came from Sao Paulo,)":

Our newsletter is coming from. Brazil this time, We hope it gets there = and wonder how
long it takes to reach you, .Please let us know. (Just received word from the statess
thru an oversight there, our last newsletter to you wasn't mailed. Our apologies! It's
been a long time since you heard from-us!) And your letters mean so much to usfi?

We love you all so much ~ and ask for your continued prayers. We really need theﬁa- The

work here continues to grow, with baptisms almost every week, Please be praying that

the seed 1s being planted to reach all of Brazil with the gospel}
; ' . & .- Love 9

-.¢_Q , ‘Lf’/\;{, J‘_N\J. J%

Cal Hall's

Caixa Postal 1514 . ,
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais
Brasil
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