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BIBLE DEPARTMENT February 5, 1962

John Allen Chalk cc: Dr. Mattox
Box L7L

Cookeville, Temn.
Dear John:

I just received your letter carbon to Dr., Mattox about the
Eternal Kingdom and your references to the inadequacy of
John Colet's Greek knowledge. May I point out that one need
not have much knowledge to teach elementary Greek and that
such would have been most likely all that was offered in Eng-
land in Colet's time, Colet studied Greek under Williem Gro-
cyn who was "the first man of his age to introduce Greek lit-
erature into Engband and to profess it publicly at Oxford."
(The Life of John Colet, J.A.R, Marriott, Metheun & Co., Lkd,
London, p. 53)

I have read Harbison's work on Christian Schiarsh;EAln the Age
of the Reformation but feel that he is speaking somewhat out of
Turn on hlS denial of Greek knowledge to Colet., Preserved Smith
in his Age of the Reformation also states that he "knew no Greek"
(Henry olt—Ehd Co., New York, p. 53). However, these sources
need consideration also:

"On his return tc Oxford, although not yet ordained to the priesthood,
he began expounding St., Paul's Greek epistles in public, the lectures
being given gratuitously."(Philip Schaff's History of Xtny, VI, p.6L8
Eerdmens, Grend Repids Mich., 1960)

"John Colet...he too travelled in Italy (1L93-96) and learnt there

the rudiments of Greek. OUn his return he resided in Oxford, of which

university he was an M,A.," Cembridge Medisvel History, VIII, p.801
This work later acknowledges that he had only & "Smatterlng of Gk."

"In 1493 he went to Paris and thence to Italy, studying canon and ci%il
lew, patristics and Greek." Ency. Brittanice, VI, p. 12

"fhile on the continent he studied Greek canon and civil law, and the
writings of the fathers. He"founded and endowed the earliest school
in England in which Yreek was a regular part of the curriculum,”

Ency. Americena, VII, 219,

wSoletein Reptiouiar couresd him, (Brasmups Joll doboogiucy Sxgek-" corely
/ Wi




February 1, 1962

Dr. F. W. Mattox
President, Lubbock Christian College
Lubbock, Texas

Dear Dri Mattoxi

I have enjoyed your work in The Eternal Kingdom.
To survey the peried which you chose is to set a hard ~
task. You have done an excellent job of giving perspective
to such a2 large area.

I am sure that someone has pointed out 2 weakness on
page 267, Chapter Twenty-Five, The suggestion 2s to John
Colet's 2ctivities at Oxford a2fter his return from the
Continent leaves an impression concerning his Greek know-
ledge which I have not been able to substantiate. The state-
ment undér consideration s=ys, "In 1496 he returned to England
to teach Greek a2t Oxford,"

On the following page I have submitted some works with
appropiate quotations where necessery to show that Colet's
major weakness. 28 a scholar was his failure to understand-
have a good working knowledge of-Greek,

Please accept my gratitude for = volume which imminently
fits 2 need in the local congregation and on the college
campus.,

Fraternally yours,

John Allen Chalk
JAC/sw

¢cc: Mr. John McRay, Department of Church History, Harding
College, Searcy, Arkansas




*Harbisan. E+ Hartls: The Christian Sch lar the Age of the
efarmatiog (New Yorkz Charles ScrIbne S S, 13“6f7"177pp.

;1;5 Speak1ng of Colﬂf's lectures on Romans Harhitan LY
. -whole work of interpretation-rested upon the, Vﬁi
he never Ie aévGreek (to his later zegret)." |

2o Colet's weaknestes and strengths 2s 2 scholar are discussed
"He knew the importance of getting back to the sources, but
he knew no Greek 2nd so could not thrust aside the final
vell between himself and the mind of his beloved Paul." p, 70

Stephen and Lee, Ihe Q%ggign?rx of National Biogra Vol., 1V
(Londons Ox%ord University Press, 1950) :

l. ",...he read, besides the ordinary scholastic philosophy,
all the classiczl literature to which 2 knowledge of Latin
gave him aceess" p., 778, Vol. 1V

2., On page 782 of this work it is suggested by one scholar -
that he knew nothing of Greek in any slight way until he
was fifty years of age.

3. This work takes the position that he did have a2 slight
knowledge of Greek but not a thorough understanding of it,

Garwin, Kathaitne, ¢ Great Iudogs (Landonz Ivor Nicholﬁon
and Watson, 193%) 658 pp.

1. This author suggests Colet's lack of Greek knewleége on .
page 3B¢

Aubrey, John, Aubrey's Brief Lives (Ann Arbor: University
of’Michiéan Press, 1949) 341 pp.

1. Here it is suggested that Colet 1ectured'in Latin and
that this was his only real medium outside the mother
tongue. p. 70
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5601 W. 19TH STREET LUBBOCK, TEXAS

F. W. MATTOX, PH.D. February 16, 1962

PRESIDENT

Mrzr. John Allen Chalk

Broad Street Church of Christ
P,0O. Box 474

Cookeville, Tennessee

Dear Brother Chalk:

I have your letter of February 1 and also a copy of the letter from
John McRay to you concerning whether or not Colet had a know=
ledge of Greek,

I appreciate your interest in accuracy, and I want to have all of
the information possible which would make a revision of The
Eternal Kingdom an improved book. Apparently, there is some
discrepancy in the scholars as to this matter; but I will give it a
more thorough investigation and do want to express sincere
gratitude for your help in being as accurate as possible, Should
you have other suggestions for revision, I would appreciate your
letting me have the benefit of your thinking and your scholarship.

Sincerely yours,

Yo itter

F., W. Mattox
President

FWM/ps
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