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quite a problem these days in our country. .I have just had personal experience

My first preference, however, is to go to the Child Welfare people with whom the

November' 11, 1970

Dr. and Mrs. Jimy DeBerry -
5730-2 Bailey
Fort Hood, Texas 76544

Dear Janice and Jimmy:

1 can certainly appreciate the distressing situation with which you are faced
in the case of the abused child. As you may know, ¢hild abuse is becoming

with such a s:.tuatlon in recent meeks

Your best approach is brobably to contact the Child Welfare Division of the
State Department of Public Welfare in your: city. You could report the address
and the name of the family to a Child Welfare Worker who would in tumm take it
from there and probably visit the child's teacher and make other inquiries in
the neighborhood. The other possibility would be to report this to the police,
who in many communities also have a way of investigating situations like this.

responsibility for ha.ndling such things is charged.

You should be very careful about your name being used in this matter. Without

the official status of a Child Welfare Worker or some officer of the court, the
family could become extremely hostile to you. This, of course, is not to pre-

clude you from taking some action, but it is to ask you to be extremely careful
in the way you share this information with the authorities involved.

One other thought would be that if this family is a military family, the matter
should be reported to the Base Commander's office. There must be some person in
charge of the general conduct of all amy personnel and dependents that Jimmy would
know to contact. If, however, this is a civilian fanily the matter should pro-—
bably ¢go directly to the Child Welfare division of the State Department of Public
Welfare. They handle this kind of thing often and will know how to proceed.

- We think of you often and appreciate so much our friendship. We hope that we will

have an opportunity to visit with all of you again before any move of yours out of
Texas. Watch for a time when you can come and spend a week—end with us. We would
love to have you.

In Christian love,

John Allen Chalk

JAC:1c
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