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Belmont Heights e ‘
Church of Cheist 3 T §fm1¥h, Finygelist

November 10, 1963

Mr, John Allen Chalk
% Broad Street church of Christ
Cookeville, Tennessee

Dear John:

I received a newspaper article last week regarding the proposal for the ¢

Broad Street church being moved to 2 new location. I was sunpkbged to ’
hear that the congregation there has "outgrown" as large a building as {
the building » T2 TeTtictant to believe ’

it since the pfoposédrnewvbuilding‘lswtohhave its beginning with a "325
\, seat chapel." I was of the opinion that the Broad Street building would
eat that many people without any difficulty.

There are, however, some things in this article I just cannot understand.
The article stated that building plans included g "day school." I had
some hope that as you studied the orphan home and sponsoringu%hurch quest- S
ion that you would eventually oppose them, for when Louis Garrett returned

from Cookeville last summer, he told me that you were OPPOSED to taking

money from the church treasury to send to a school. Then, the next thing

I heard from you was thiszarticle about your not on‘x_ﬁggggmmgmnhawaghggl,w
;E%ﬁnggggglix,BEILDINﬁmggg. Now, of course, since brother Garrett was
there you must have discovered some passaze of Scripture that would Jjustify
such an arrangement. If you have, I would like to know what it is.
If not, why are you engaging in 1t or are you in the habit of engag1ng
in thlngs without Scriptural authority?
Next, I notice that you asre going to have a !"fellowship . hall." Now what 2
Scrlpture will you use to try to justify a fellowship hall or kitchen's
- jgggggpurcwagedxwith money_that.was contributed-into the church treasury?

(ﬂ' Is it the i Logal church from its common treasury “to feedthe. *t

\ ‘J&EZ%ESE%uRSELFS of people who are not ‘needy saints, or 'tg§ ﬁt‘fﬁ@i?'VUiﬁ >

N eed the spiritusl bodies? I »»wwﬂswgmé%f o
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I also noted that you are going to have a "nursing home" ---what ever e
that may mean. I ssid some time sgo that‘TfﬂwgﬁT§K*§“1EPfive years until

the brethren would be building hospitals in the United States, and perhaps
this is just a second cousin to one. Is it? and would you te opposed
having a church of Christ hospital?

The article further states_that the '"fell 111 5 uble as a Gy
Now that caps the stack! Are the elders over all these thlngs? I didn't
know that the elders as elders had Scriptursl authority to oversee kitchens,

gyms, schools, nursing homes, etc., but then there are many things I don't l?
know., Therefore, I am asking for information or these matters. &}‘ (3
I will appreciate an answer from you at your earliest convenience. ,»“\’V Q}A
N
s for Truth, N ’R\

X

W %‘\DW/D\%’ Ak

J. T. Smith /<




" November 21, 1963

B701 30th Street
Tampa, Florida 33610

Pear J. T.3

-1 .am extending a courtesy to you that you were unwilling
to-extend to me in August of last year when I wrote you a letter
mctivated by sincere concern., Your recent letter has been
received and its implied spirit completely unappreciated,

; Your first paragraph cast aspersions on ocur regsons for
building a new building, I realize it is strange for "&ntits"
of your legalistic stripe to conceive of some congregations
baptizing enough people each year to "out grow" any kind of
building., You obviously or intentionally overlooked the 1600
seat auditorium that will be built es seon as funds are .
provided, The chapel will be used in three morning services to
take care of crowds which are attending our services., Cf course,
Bible has a scripture against large

rs
i

I realize that the "anti® |
congregations,

wad

You assume a role which neither your learning or experience
dictates when you make certain glib remarks about the day school,
Cut of difference to your Jack of information, I will state that
if such a school is started that it will be organized just like
Florida (non-christian) College and will simply ulitize the
facilities of Broad street's new building on a rental basis like
the Episcopalians did at the school mentioned above,

Your complete lack of understanding of the New Testament
Church causes you to make certain statements about the proposed
fellowship hal{. As in so many areas, you have failed tc learn
how often and for what reasons the Church came together to eat,
to have social relationship, and to generally learn better how
to love and co-operate with one another,
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In that same paragraph you mentionad "the needy saints only"
doctrine which is the most pernicious, damnable, ungodly, and
anti-christian doctrine ever devised by the depraved mind of

man, The nursing home you are so concerned about will again

be organized in such a way as to take care of these "needy saints®
about which you mockingly z:re¢ so concerned., It will probably

be best for you to wait and see the developments on this subject
before mounting your miniature soap box.

The gym is the invention of the press but if a day school
ic crgenized like Florida (non-christian) College the fellowship
hall may be used for that purpose by that group,

Your last statements in the recent letter certainly do not
offer the real reasons for the letter and I hasten to confess
that I do net understand by what stretch of your consummate pride
you can demand or even "appreciate an answer" at my earliest
convenience, ;

It now appears that you have gone the way of all of the
"/ntis", By some divine revelation (sic) you are now the bishop
of Putnam County though living in Tampa, Florida, The remarks
addressed to you in this letter have npot come because of any
obligation which I feel to answer your letter, They rather
have been prompted by my pity for your ignorance,

Concernedly yours,

John Allen Chalk

JAC/ sw
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August 21, 19568

Mr. Jeo T. wwith
A41¢° Badss Street

Tampa 10, Florida
'Dear »J- TQ )

‘T was grieved to learn recently from Lilton Way that
ydu hiad *'turr»d to the “anti* fé6ld. I read of your move
to Tampd but was not awarc ot the time of what caused it,
Last week™T ‘received a c¢all from your mother and then
vigited 'in her home., Needless o say, she is deeply
troubléd about your new’ conviciionsy “Her loads have been
many in“the last several ndnthe and “rour return to former
ideas 18 an additional burden,

» T eant highly appreeiate your'dedire t6 go te school,
It sceme Tiom your mother ' rerort THat some of your new
friends aren't sgdesirous of yéur attending school as
you are, s -

T am writ*nﬂ sut of A deep eoncern for your future
usefulness to tha cause of the Master, T pledge my help
to you £¥° sueh 16 needed and degired, I cannot a,r*ove
or in any way offer encouragement %o your position recently
acquired, “1f vou could hear the renting of the ignorant
being who now fills the pulpit at Jerec Whitson, you would
be appalled also.

If 1 can be of help in getting you in school at lLipscomb,
at Freed~Hardeman, or at Tech, I will be happy to do so.

Fraternally yours,

Johny Allen Chalk
JAC/ sw
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BELMONT HEIGHTS CHURCH OF CHRIST

Phone 237-5485 5701 30th Street Tampa 10, Florida
' November 27, 1963

Mr, John Allen Chalk
P. O. Box 474
Cookeville, Tennessee

Dear John:

When I received your letter, I didn't know whether to laugh or to
cry. I had no ides that my asking for Scriptural guthority for a thing
would cause a man for whom I have always had such high esteem personally,
to react like a sectarian preacher~when he is asked for Scriptural
authority for sslvation by faith and prayer. I realize that my secular
educational adventasges and achievements have been greatly inferior to
yours, I had difficulty in making myself believe that I was reading
2 letter that expressed the sentiments of the heart of my old friend
John Allen Chalk, I could not understznd by any stretch of my imagi-
nation, how my letter of November 10 could so upset you emotionally as
to provoke you to say the unkind things you have said about me, and to
talk about the "implied spirit" of my letter. "For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?" (1 Cor.2:11)
It is almost unbelievable that instesd of giving Scriptural authority
for the things that we obviously are in disagreement on, that you would
spend two pages ridiculing my letter and my motives and trying to justify
what you are engsging in by what someone else is practicing or has
practiced., It would have been so much simpler just to cite Scriptural
authority for such practices, and then, even with my limited ability,

I could have understood plasin Bible teaching. I beg you to forgive me
for any wrong spirit which you read into my letter. If such exists, it
certainly is a mistske of the head, and not the heart.

It appears that I have offended you by not replying to your letter
of last August. I did not realize that you were offended about it. It
is quiet possible that I made a mistske by not replying, though I had
never thought that the letter required a reply. I saw no point whatever
in changing schools for there is no difference in the academic standing
of Lipscomb, Freed-Hardeman and Florida College. The main resson, however,
for my desiring to remain at Florida College, was to study under men who
oppose the very issues about which you and I are corresponding---whereas
I believe that teachers in the other schools teach false doctrine on the
same matters. Not only this, but you and many of your colleagues have
sought to degrade Florida College by referring to it as "Florida (non-
christian) College." Your reference to this comes, no doubt, from the
fact that the word "Christian" was removed from the name., But, let me
ask you this, when they changed the name of the school in Nashville
from "Nashville Bible School to David Lipscomb College" did they take
the "Bible" out of the school, and should we now refer to it as "David
Lipscomb (non-Bible) College?™




Mr,., Chalk
Page 2 November 27, 1963

And since Freed-Hardeman has never had the word "Bible" or "Christian"
in its name, am I to assume that it should be called Freed-Hardeman
(non-Bible and non-Christisn) Collegse? Really! I thought you were a
bigeger man than thst, but then how could an "ignoramus" like me be any
judge of character?

Your observation that "I cast aspersions on our ressons for
building 2 new building" misses my point completely. I did not cast
aspersions at all, I merely stated that I was surprised to hear that
the Broad Street congregation had "out grown" its present building when
it proposed to build a new building with a "325-seat chapel." Certainly
I can understand how three services a day could accomodate present au-
diences. I do not understand, however, your statement, "I realize that
the 'Anti' Bible has a scripture against large congregations." Maybe
you have an explanstion of thbks statement, but it mskes-no sense whatever
to me., I have never heard of anybody that quoted any passage to indicate
how large or small any congregation should be. I have heard people exX=-
press judgment on this matter just as you have indicated that you feel
that one should be at least 1600 under some circumstances, I find no
fault with this point per se.

I fail to understand why you get so upset agbout my remarks regarding

"the day school." Have you changed your mind about church support of
schools since you discussed this matter with brother Garrett last summer?
In view of the statement you made, I can not help believing that you
believe that such action would be Scriptural. If this practice is right,
then I need the Scripture to quote to my brethren who ask about thie. ’
oractic¢é.. I am forced to the conclusion that you believe that it is
in harmony with the Scriptures for Broad Street to rentﬂgggdfaeitrfiés

\_  to some human organization and receive pay from-this human organization

\\\gor its facilitiquw,Hepewiwnﬁéa”355ther passage of Scripture. Where

is the divine authority for raising money in this manner? What is the
difference in securing money this way and selling cake and ice cream?
Agsin, if you can rent one part of the facilities then why can't you

rent any other part, or all of its facilities? Why not arrange the seats
in: the suditorium so they will revolve into the wall and rent the audi-
torium for a skating rink? Are you now in the position to defend this
practice? Are you saying now that after all the big ado about Florida
College renting a room to the Episcopalians that you have decided that
this was all right, and is all right even for the Lord's church? In any
event, if you believe that the New Testament teaches that a church may
make donations to a school or any other human organizstion, you will

help many of us to solve many problems by Jjust simply citing the Scripture
that teaches it.

I have the sasme sort of problem with the fellowship hall. You tell
me that I Mhave failed to learn how often and for what reasons the Church
came together to eat, and to have social relationship, and to generally
learn better how to love and co-operate with one another." This is what
I want, John---a passage or the passages in the New Testament that will
help me to "learn" what I hsve "failed to learn." I can read where "the
disciples came together to break bread on the first dsy of the week"
(Acts 20:7) and I can also read that "the kingdom of God is not eating
and drinking; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirith
(Rom,14:17). I can also read where Paul said to the church at Corinth,

"What? have ye not houses to est and to drink in? or despise ye the
church of God and put them to shame that have not? What shall I say




/

Judgment" (1 Cq;f113221§4%7"“N5ﬁ7§§ii”§bu please tell me where
" Lord ever commanded His church to "eat" anythins together except the

i\\~hE?rd's supper ? e

y/

” Mr. Chalk

Page 3 November 27, 1963

to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not...if any man is
hungry, let him eat at home; that your coming together be not unto

o

At first I thought you were about to deny that the church could
build a gymnasium but since you say it is alright that a day school
be organized like the college and this "day school may use the fellow-
ship hall for a gym," it matters little about the inaccuracy of the
press report insofar as whst is actumlly intended, does it? As I
understand the situation, the brethren will contribute on the first
day of the week into the church treasury. This money will then be used
to build a fellowship hall which will be used as a gymnasium for physical
exercise and other physicsl activities and this, in turn, will be used
both by the church and the school but the school will pay the church for
the use of the fellowship hall for its physical activities, Is this the
idea? I need a Scripture for this also, John. If I have misunderstood
what you have said, then perhaps you will clarify the matter for me.

TS ATRNA R SRS AT

xzm“’"miwéihwim”ésked"if'3¥“;és the responsibility of the Lord's church
[to féed the physical bodies instead of the spiritual bodies, and that ..~

of the saints, and instésd of answering my question you §ay that this
“qBEtYIHE s "the most pernicious, damnable, ungodly, and anti-christian
doctrine ever devised by the depraved mind of man." Now, John, it

would have been much simpler for you to have supplied the Scriptures at

my request than it would have been for you to displsy your vocabulary. If
you had told me the Scripture that authorized this, I would be in the
position to teach others the truth on this subject. The way it is, I

am in the same boat now that I was to begin with, and not a single Scripture
to paddle it with. So, why not just present the Scripture instead of
"making fun" of me and sccusing me of being "mockingly concerned" about
this matter?

Your observations concerning my assuming the role of "the bishop
of Putman County though living in Tampa, Florida" is really beneath your
dignity, don't you think? Am I to understand that even though you live
in Putman County, that you were trying to be "the bishop of Tampa, Florida"
because you wrote me a personal letter in August last year soliciting
my enrolling in a school other than Florids College? I know that I am
not very smart, but even I can reason better than that. As I said before,
I truly regret that—my simplerequest for_Scriptural authority for practices
that you are promoting has §6 upset—you. I shsll attribute your remarks
regarding my motives to your—emotional upseti—y am sorry that a man whom
I have slways esteemed as bEINZ *grest—Tn the kingdom" now says that his
reply to my request for Scriptural authority has "been prompted by pity
for my ignorance" rather than byfqmioVé”fbf”E§W§Bﬁrﬁs I simply cannot
understand why, John, this kind E%QF%ﬁsaﬁwshOﬂi&“be“given by one who
claims to walk in the footsteps of Him who was willing to die for ME,
Jesus found time to help the Publicans,-sinners-and.all who sought the
truth, I am sorry that you feel that I am too LITTLE for you to ﬁéacETTﬁAg A@ﬁ

e s oot e — e, N@{h
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¢r, Chalk
Paze 4 November 27, 1963

Let me again remind you that you wrote me a two page letter, and
not ONE time on either of them did you cite ONE PASSAGE of Scrloture for
_the prectices-about- which I wrote. Revardless of what you think of me
or my motives, will you not PLEASE, in heavens name, present the Scripture \\
thgr the practices you are nromotlng.

Your Servant for Christ's Sake,




Hovembex 21, 1963
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i 3am extending a courtosy to you that jou were urwilling

tn extend to me in August ¢f last year when I wrnte you a letter
mrtivated by sincére concerr, Your recent lett:r has Leen
rocedved and fts implied spizit complotely ur.anrireciated,

Your first paragraph cast asmersions on cur reasens for
tuilding a new builuing, T reslize it ic strange fer "anti's™
oL your legalistic stiipe to cenceive of seme congregaticons
Liptizing enough people each year te "out 3Tow® any kind ~f
vullding. You cbvicucly or intentionally overlooved the 1400
seat auditerium that will be built as scern «s “unde are
rrevided., The crapel w'!l e used in thize morning services to
take care of crowds which are attending our services. OCf course,
I realize that the "Anti" 3ikle has a scrioture sjainst large
Longregaticns,
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You 3ssume 4 role which neither your l123rning or experience
cictates when you make certain glib rerarks abeut the day scheel,
Cut of difference to yrur lack of inforraticn, I will state that
L8 such a scheol s started *hat 1+ will be orgarized juet like
Flesida (non-cialiseiag) college ang will sfwply ulitize the
facilities of Broac Street's new cullding en a 1ental basis like
the Episcopalians did at the school mertiorned zLove
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In that same paragraph vou
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