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TOMS RIVER CHURCH OF CHRIST

TEMPORARY MEETING PLACE CHARLES L. BROWN, Minister
Community Center Building 102] Bell Street
Lakehurst, New Jersey Toms River, New Jersey

DlIamond 1-1739
Jupe 17, 1963

Mr, John Allan Chalk
c/o Broad Street church of Christ

Looketille, Tennessee
Dear John Allan:

T am enclosing some mimeographed material concerning the new
work with which we are associated. It tells something of our need
for a meeting place of our own. Will you pass this request along
to any individual, church or churhes which you feel might possibly
be interested and able to help?

It is hoped you and your femily are well and happy in your
work. We have heard some good reports of your labors. I was
resl sorry that we could not accept your Mother's invitation to
take a meal with her last summer, for I krow we would have enjoyed
getting to be with youcagain,

We have really enjoyed our work in the Northeast. ZThe
enclosed material will tell you something of our work. Jane and
the children are fine. The boys, Steven and Timothy, are now in
Tennessee visiting with their Grandparents. They returned with
redatives who visited us last week and will remain until we are
there the first part of July.

Any suggested contacts which you feel misht be profitable for
us to make while in Tennessee would be greatly appreciated. My

best wishes are with you.

Tn Christian Love,
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Charies L. Brown

. Would it be possible that the church there might consider
sending you for a "mission" meeting in the future?




Introducing the Toms River church of Christ

Vew _Jersey has.a.population of more than 6*gggﬁggp souls making 1t the.gighth
largest of our ijftV'ﬁfates. It is the most densly populated with an average o
more than §00, peopié per square mile of land area. The state hes six cities with
populations of 100,000 or over and 127 communities having 10,000 or more,

In this populous Northeastern state there are gonly 28.congrecations of the
__churches-of Christ with a totel combined membership of approximatelyﬂ;QQQ, The
average membership per congregation is 65, There are only.lS5.men devoting full
time to the ministry of Christ in the state and only.8,.2f the 25 churches are
self-supporting and able to carry on a full program of work. Only 2 of the 25
“churches have selected and appointed elders. The oldest congrpgcﬁlon in the
state is at Tabernacle, having been established in 191k, For 22 yeers therc
were no others. The second was begun in Trenton in 1936 and the third in Newark
in 1937. At least 15 of the 25 churches werc started in the past 13 years,
since 1950.

Breaking down the above figures we find: There is_ogne _congregation in thu
state for each 240,000 inhabitants; there is one full time preacher for each
375 000 souls; and there are more than 100 communities of 10,000 or more pop-
llatlon without a congregation of the church of Christ.

If Tennessee had no morc churches and members in proportion to its number
of people than does New Jersey, the figures would look something like this:
Tenncssee would have but 15 co regetlons with e total membership of around,
200 end onlyﬁzuggn spbnding fGT% time.in-the mlnlstry. This would mean thal
gach division of the state, East, Middle ond West, would have but congregations
with totsel mumbercblps of 300 and onlykéﬂagp serving full time in the ministry.
Can you imegine cither Middle or West Tennessesc with only B Churches? With only
3 full time gospel preachers? If you can, then you can better vnderstond the
problems faced by those working in the Northeast.

The Toms River, New Jcrsey congregation was organized in April, 1962 Ahout
Jtwenty Christians, most of whom had formerly worshipped kwnqabqgggwn end New
Sgypt, 25 or 30 mllcs awav, started meeting regularly in our present mcetlng
‘place, the Lakehurst Communlty Center building. Most of these werc military
families connccted with the Lakehurst Nayal Air, Stgtlon. The Charles Brown
iamlly began work with this new group in June, 1962,Kbg;gg completely. supported
by the North MA' and Tennessee congregation in IMidland, Texes. The Texas church
supported the Browns in their work with the Red Bank congregation from 1958
until 1962 when that church became self-supporting in its fifth vear,

During the first year of the Toms River mork, there were fourteen souls
Jbaptized 1nto;&13;a$ three to meke confession of errors and g family of g%x
vho formerly worshipped with the Christian Church took their stand with us.
Wr SUNAsy MATHing attendanceaverdges More LHAT scventy and evening attendance
is cround bO to 50. Our Ueekly contrlbutlons heve consistently averaged ?90 OO
or more. Thec present mombership. 1638 With about half-of-these-military ™
families, Four of these military familics, composwng scven adult members of
the church, will Jeove within the next few weecks for assigmonts elsewhere.




Occan County, of which Toms Riyer is the county.seast, has a population
of over 1OO OOO "Sifife 1950 it has about doubled its number of people and in
“proporticn to its size has been one of the fastest growing counties in the
entire nation. It is estimeted the population will be nearing the 200,000
flgure by 1970, This tremendous growth is due primerily to the sroat OVbrflOW
of people from the New York City metropolitan area.

Like any congregation that is forced to meet in rented guarters, our
most urgent need is to acquire a meeting place of our own. Towcrd this end,
land is now being purchased. 4 well located -onewaere.tract-is being bought for.
$6,000,00, This corner lot has 200 feet of frontage on Hooper Avenue, one of
“the "main thoroughfarcs of the areca.

We have saved $3,500,00 and. expoct.to borrow.the—additional.£2,500,00

from a 1ocal‘Qank. Our immediatc needs are to repay this as quickly ns w0531ble
“s5 Ve cen become financia 11y able to firance o building program.

P New York

/ ~._ State
Pennsylvenia { fNew York
/ P City New Jersey has 6,000,000 people
Q\ — A and only 25 churches of Christ,
| t
\\\ ) / 1 2 Toms River, New Jersey is in Oceen
o / (r"i”‘q a County on the Jersey Shore. It
Phile.q \ WORTV . © is 75 miles south of New York
Pa,” LSy City end 60 miles east of Phila-
<;\ :y/ i B delphia, Pennsylvenie.
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