
Exile

Volume 61 | Number 1 Article 22

2015

Grandpa
McLane Sellars
Denison University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the English at Denison Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Exile by an
authorized editor of Denison Digital Commons.

Recommended Citation
Sellars, McLane (2015) "Grandpa," Exile: Vol. 61 : No. 1 , Article 22.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol61/iss1/22

http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol61?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol61/iss1?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol61/iss1/22?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol61/iss1/22?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol61%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Grandpa 
By McLane Sellars 

I was at the foot of his bed 
when he realized he would die 
later that night. It's a strange thing, 
watching someone accept their own mortality, 
the resolute passing of the reigns 
to the fading body, the disease. 
He couldn't speak to us-
his lungs were filled with liquid­
but his winks were like thunder 
breaking into the quiet 
prayer of the room. 
He passed as if trust-falling 
from a stage, his family waiting below 
to catch his body, to safely lower it 
to the ground, his soul 
still standing up there on the edge. 
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