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INSIDE 

Students get chance 
to vote on Metro fee 
A referendum during SGA 
elections April 14-18 will 
al low all students to vote 
for a fee to pay for Metro 
passes. 

See NEWS, page 3 

Keeping his 
'Eye on UMsr 
Check out The Current's 
interview with August 
Jennewein , the campus's 
offi cial photographer. 

See FEATURES, page 6 

'Spring to Dance' will 
debut at Touhill PAC 

See A&E, page 8 

Softball goes 3-1 
during homestand 
The Tritons softball team 
sweeps a doubleheader 
against Wisconsin-Parkside, 
and goes 1-1 versus Lewis. 

See SPORTS, page 10 

ON THE WEB 

Web poll results: 
Where wou ld be your 
ideal place to spend 

Spring Break 7 

1% 

• Around S1. Louis 

Home to visit parents 

The nearest beach 

Work 

• Back in classes 

This week's question: 
How do you commute to 

UM-St. Louis? 
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Senate approves vote for student curator 
By RYAN SCHERR 

News EditOI' 

The Missouri state Senate passed 
SB 873 on Thursday to give the stu
dent representative on the Univer
sity of Missouri Board of Curators a 
vote. 

The sUldent representative cur
rently can give input on matters but 

does not have the ability to vote. 
"As a non-voting member, the 

student representative is sometimes 
unintentionally excluded from the 
board's decision-making process," 
said Tony Luetkemeyer, current stu-

dent representative ' on the Board 
of Curators. "Allowing the student 
curator to cast a vote ensures that 
student opinion will always be con
sidered when the Board makes its 
decisions." .. 

The bylaws of the Board ofCura
tors currently stipulates that the board 
must consist of nine voting members, 
each member coming from one of 

Missouri 's nine congressional dis
tricts . 

The bill says that should Missouri 
lose a congressional district in the 
2010 census, the ninth voting mem
ber of the Board of Curators would 

Quick Read 
Senate Bill 389 will give the student 
representative to the Board of 
Curators a vote, assuming Missouri 
drops a congressional distrid in the 
2010 census. . 

be a student. 
Jessica Witte, assistant legisla

tive director for the Associated Stu
dents of the University of Missouri, 
said it is "pretty much a given that 
Missouri wili lose a congressional 
district, which is why [ASUM] went 
this route." 

According to Witte, students cur
rently pay 42 percent of the UM op
erating budget. 

She said that "as sUldents pay 
nearly half the operating budget, 
[they] deserve a voice as a vote." Lu
etkemeyer also agrees. 

"Given the drastic increases in the 

cost of higher education it only makes 
sense that students, who are now the 

largest contributors to the university's 
budget, would have an equal chance 
to shape university policy," Luetke
meyer said. 

See STUDENT CURATOR, page 13 
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• A non-voting student 
representative to the 
University of Missouri Board 
of Curators was added in 
1984. 

The position rotates every 
two years among the four 
UM campuses. 

The current student curator 
is Tony Luetkemeyer from the 
UM-Columbia campus. 

A CLOSER LOOK A SPECIAL FIVE-PART IN-DEPTH SERIES TO ANSWER THE QUESTION: 

Can UM-St. Louis athletics 
achieve Division-I status? 
PART ONE OF FIVE: Will UMSL see its Triton football 
team in the Fiesta Bowl? Perhaps, someday 

By TOM SCHNABLE 

Assistant Sp011s Editor 

W hen I first heard the news 
of Southern Illinois Uni
versity-Edwardsville 's 
intent to make the move 

to Division-I sports, I did not put 
much thought into it. I knew UM-St. 
Louis sports teams lacked the success 
of STUE, so I never really thought too 
much about the obvious question that 
comcs to mind. 

It was more than a year ago now 
that former Editor-in-Chief of The 
Current Adam Wiseman first asked 
the question that got me thinking all 
of this tinle, "If SIUE can make the 
jump to D-I, why not us?" 

With that, I thought it would be an 
interesting hypothetical question to 
answer. 

I say hypothetical because it has 
become clear to me through inter
views with people like Athletics Di
rector John Garvilla and my own re
search that not only is UM-St. Louis 
content with its position in Division
Il and the Great Lakes Valley Confer
ence, it would be impossible for the 
school to make such a move. At least 
for the next four years. 

A moratorium went into effect last 

PilePboio 

"Some might say you should have football, but it's not es
sential," Athletics Director John Garvilla said. "You look 
at Gonzaga,they don't have football. SlUE doesn't have 
football either, so yes, it can be done easily. Ifs actually a 
lot cheaper, too." 

August that prohibits schools from 
D-II or D-IlI, which have not begun 
the Division-I application process, 
from entering the top level of colle
giate sports. That is one of the rea
sons SIUE decided to make the move 
when it did. 

However, just because it is not 
possible does not make it any less in
teresting of a subject. Over the next 
mOl,1th, I will discuss such issues as 

whether a move to D-I would require 
the addition of a football team or any 
other sports by UM-St. Louis, the 
state of the Great Lakes Valley Con
ference, the financial cost and impact 
a move would have on the campus, as 
well as needed upgrades to current fa
cilities and the building of new ones. 

See FOOTBALL TEAM, page 13 

Go.ing 
Big Time 

Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville Athletics is transi

tioning from Division II to Division I. 
During the 2007-2008 season, the teams 

went through an exploratory period, followed 
by a multi-year transition in "reclassification 
status" in which SlUE must comply with all 
NCAA Division I rules and legislation. The pro
cess began with the submission of a Division 
I application to the NCAA in May 2007 and 
will conclude in 2012. 

ON THE BACK: CHECK OUT PART TWO OF FIVE: "THE HOUSE OF CARDS: 

CONFERENCES" AND COME BACK NEXT WEEK FOR PART THREE 

Criminology department ranked fourth in the nation 
By CRAIG BESAND 

The March 28 issue of u.s. News 
& World Report ranked the UM-St. 
Louis Department of CrimiiIblogy 
and Criminal Justice fourth in the na-
tion . 

. The doctoral program was ranked cinnati and the University of Mary
in the "America's Best Graduate land in College Park. 
Schools 2009" issue. The Criminology and Criminal 

'''The u.s. Nee,lIs alld World Report Justice Department has also gained 
. rankings are reputational, based on a international notoriety in the field for 
survey of leaders in criminology and the outstanding research conducted. 
criminal justice education," said Rich- "Every major textbook in crimi-

. ard Wright, criminology and criminal nology prominently features research 
justice department chairman. conducted by members of urvf-St. 

The program has been gaining the Louis' Criminology and Criminal 
attention of other universities,field Justice Department," Wright said. 
experts and federal research agencies Individual recipients of this doc-
since its establishment in 1996. toral degree are in high demand in 

"'" I UM-St. Louis' program fol- both criminal justice agencies and 

Uit If lowed programs at the Univer- universities. The job market is rela-

• 
.l fISL CD.,. ~ _ sity of New York at Al- tively prodigious. It is also competi-

!.( \.I..IU'l'A }- bany, University hve. 
'..I..(j l' ~0'l of Cm "Our Ph.D graduates do extreme-

Quick Read 
. O~ ly well on the job market. Alums can 

~l>· 11 be found working in universities 

~ ~ 'ROG across the nation and in 
~ lJ A I # leadership positions at var-
.... lll.1~ ious criminal justice agen

UM-St . LoUIS' own Criminology and 
Crimillal Justice Department Was ranked fourth 
behind UniverSIty of New York at Albany, University of 
Cincinnati and the University of Maryland in College Park. 

cies, including the St. Louis 
Police Department," Wright 

said. "History tell s us that people long 
have been fascinated with crime." 

"Lawbreaking is a serious social 
problem that all societies must grap
ple witb. That reality creates employ
ment opportunities," Wright said. 

This stipulation for more quali
fied doctoral graduates has led to the 
rapid expansion and increasing popu
larity of the UM-St. Louis Criminol
ogy Department.The kind ofresearcb 
concluded by post-graduate students 
can offer a bands-on approach to cer
tain issues in criminology. 

Doctoral student Scott Jacques 
was an undergrad at the University of 
Georgia and came to UM-St. Louis 
for a post-graduate degree. 

"[The] professors here have long 
been involved in recruiting and inter
viewing active offenders [for research 
purposes]," Jacques said. 

The type of research is a combi
nation of qualitative and quantitative 
methods, studying the causes and ef-

Stay Current 
with this 

Monday 
~. 

Tuesday Wednesday ~ Thursday Friday 0 Saturday ..... 

week's weather HilLow: 66/50 Hi/Low: 62/42 HilLow: 59/46 HilLow: 65/53 Hi/Low: 53/34 Hi/Low: 51/37 

Precip : 20% Precip: 80% Precip: 20% Precip: 80% Precip: 10% Precip: 0% 

fects of crime. Jacques is currently 
working on a comparison study of 
middle class drug dealers from the 
suburbs of Atlanta and lower class 
drug dealers from St. Louis. 

"The best thing an organization 
can give you is the chance to suc
ceed. The Criminology and Criminal 
Justice Dcpartment gives you that 
chance," Jacques said. 

Doctoral students of the Criminal 
Justice and Criminology Department 
also compete for dissertation grants 
from the National Institute of Justice 
and the Harry Frank Guggenheim 
Foundation. These grants give doc
toral students a chance to conduct re
search and dissertations. 

"You have a combination of inher
ent interest and meaningful jobs that 
allow that interest to be indulged," 
Wright said. "Certainly this accounts 
for much of the Criminology and 
Criminal Justice Department's popu
larity. " 

Sunday ..... Weather predictions 
taken from VM'W . 

Hi/Low: 57/43 weatheccom 

Precip: 10% 
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CAMPUS 
CRIMELINE 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 

STEALING OVER $500 -
UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE 

At 1:45 p.m., the victim placed 
his backpack in the cubby con
tainer in the front of the store and 
when he returned five minutes lat
er the backpack was stolen. The 
backpack contained the victim's 
laptop and two textbooks. There 
are no suspects in this incident. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 

TRESPASSING -
OAK HALL 

At 9:30 a.m., a visitor on cam
pus was causing a disturbance at 
Oak Hall, and was told that he 
could not be in the building. The 
police stopped this person and af
ter obtaining the necessary infor
mation released the person with 
a trespass warning. No criminal 
charges will be filed in this inci
dent. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21 

BURGLARY -
OAK HAll 

Sometime between I :50 p.m. 
and 4 p.m., person(s) unknown 
entered the residence and stole the 
victim's laptop. The resident left 
her bedroom door unlocked and 
partially open, and the main door 
to the dormitories was left propped 
open. There are no suspects in this 
incident. 

MONDAY, MARCH 24 

BURGLARY -
UNIVERSrTY MEADOWS 

Sometime over the spring 
break weekend two different vic
tims reported that a laptop was 
stolen out oftheir bedrooms. Both 
victims live in the same apart
ment with separate bedrooms. In 
both cases there were no signs of 
forced ently into the front door or 
each bedroom door. There are no 
suspects in either incident. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 

DRUG VlOLMION -
UNIVERSITY MEADOWS 

While doing an inspection of 
an apartment, the staff found a wa
ter pipe used to smoke marijuana. 
The pipe was seized and a report 
was taken by the police. This mat
ter will be referred to Student Af
fairs for the drug paraphernalia 
possession and student code of 
conduct violations. 

MONDAY, MARCH 31 

PROPERn' DAMAGE -
NORMANDY RESIDENCE HAll 

Sometime in the last few days, 
person(s) unknovi11 broke a win
dow to the builcling. The window 
is near the vending machine area. 
Marbles were located in between 
the panes of glass. It is believed 
that someone shot the marble 
from the outside through the first 
window. There are no suspects in 
this incident. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 1 

PROPERTY DAMAGE -
NORMANDY RESIDENCE HALL 

Sometime in the last few days 
,person(s) unknown broke a win
dow to the building. The window 
is near the vending machine area. 
Marbles were located in bet\veen 
the panes of glass. It is believed 
that someone shot the marble 
from the outside through the first 
window. There are no suspects in 
this incident. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3 

ROBBERY I ASSAULT -
PARKING LOT XX 

At approximately 9:30 a.m .. 
the victim approached her vehi
cle which was parked behind the 
Child Care Center on Lot XX on 
South Campus, and observed a 
subject in her car. 

The suspect and the victim got 
into a verbal altercation claiming 
he owned the vehicle. As the sus
pect continued to argue, he stmck 
the victim in the face t\vice with 
his fist and ran off. 

The suspect was last seen in 
the University Meadows Complex 
after jumping the fence. The sus
pect apparently attempted to steal 
the victim's car as the ignition and 
exterior passenger side door lock 
was damaged. 

The suspect is described as a 
black male, 20 to 35-years-of-age. 
5 '7"-5 '8", thin build, with a dread
lock hair style. He was last een 
wearing a white hooded jacket or 
shirt with a red and green pattern 
on it. Also the suspeqt was weilr
ing Ii white do-rag on his head. 
Items of evidence were recovered 
from the scene, which were ldt by 
the suspect. The evidence is be
ing analyzed to try and locate the 
suspect. 

The UM-St. Louis Police De
partment is open 24 hours a day. 
If you see anyone that looks suspi
cious or out of place you are en
couraged to call the UM-St. Louis 
Police at 516-5155 or 911 if it is 
an emergency. 

Remember that crime preven
tion is a community effort, and 
anyone having infonnation con
cerning these or any other inci
dents should contact the campus 
police. 

CORRECTIONS 
The Current regrets that some

times in our making of this publi
cation, we ·make mistakes. What 
we do no regret is correcting our 
mistakes. Please let us know of any 

corrections that need to be made. 
To report any corrections that 

need to be made, please contact 
The Current at 314-516-5174 or by 
e-mail at thecurrent@umsl.edu. 
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HAVING A BALL 

Matthew Hill • PIioIO Editor 

Ethan Chou, sophomore, criminology and Hilary Britt, freshman, pre-pharmacy, decorate masks 
at the 2008 Masquerade Ball Friday in the MSC Century Rooms. All proceeds from the event are 
being donated to Relay for Life which begins this Friday. 

r 
Your weekly calendar of campus events 

"What's Current" is a free service for all student organizations and campus departments. Deadline for 
submissions is 5 p.m. the Thursday before publication. Space consideration is given to student organiza
tions and is on a first-come, first-served basis. We suggest all postings be submitted at least one week 
prior to the event Email event listings to thecurrent@umsledu 
All listings use 516 prefixes unless otherwise indicated. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7 

Delta Omega Alpha 
Delta Omega Alpha Infor

mational Sess ion. April 7 at 5:30 
p.m. in MSC Room 314. We 
are proud to annQunce a co-ed 
fraternity made specifically for 
non-traditional UMSL students. 
If you are illterested in learning 
more about Delta Omega Alpha.. 
come to the informational ses
sion. For more i.taforrnation con-
tact Scott at gstfb3 msl.edu. 

LanguageCorps 
Session 

LanguageCorps will be hold
ing an infonnation session about 
their programs teaching English 
overseas. 3 :30 p.m. in 278 MSC. 
For more infoIDlation call SIll. 

Kickball Tournament 
Deadline for registration for 

the Cooed Kickball Tournament 
ends today. The Tournament will 
be held April 9 and 10 from 2 
p,m. to 5 p.m. Teams consist of 
six players, two of whjch must 
be female. Team and individual 
entries are accepted. For more 
infonnation call 5326. 

TUESDAY, APRil S 

Political Science 
Academy Meeting 

The next meeting for the Po
litical Science Academy will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 
Professor Dave Robertson. The 
speaker will be Professor Glass
man, director of the Center for 
International Studies at UM-St. 
Louis. Glassman will be dis
cussing "China on the Eve ofthe 
Bejing Olympics: Approaching 
Great Power Status." Food and 
beverages will be provided and a 
maps to the even are available in 
347 SSB. For more information 
call (314) 495-1971. 

MyView Student Inquiry 
Users will learn bow to navi

gate and find student infonnation 
in MyView and how to print class 
rosters. 107 SCB from 9 a.m. to 
11:303.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 

Brown Bag Discussion 
Panel discussion, "The Role 

of Immigrants in Community 
Building," three speakers. Noon 
in 78 J.e. Penney Conference 
Center. For more infonnation 
visit http://www.umsl.edulcpp/ 
brownbagiapril08a.html 

Immigrant Panel 
Discussion 

Join the discussion on the 
impact immigrants are having 
in community-building efforts in 
St. Louis. Speakers will be Fa
ther Tom Wyrsch, who bas been 
instrumental in the fonnation of 
the Southside Bosnian Services 
Collaborative, and Dr. Uma Se
gal, prates or of social work at 
the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis. oon to I p.m. in the JC 

Penm;y nference C~nter :For . 
more infonnaflOrP all *' .'" . 
Program 'Planning in 
the MSC 

Working with Chartwells and 
Builcling Operations. Helping to 
make your program great. I p.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the SGA Chambers. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 10 

Executive Lunch Series 
Conversation and Lunch with 

executives form St. Louis' major 
corporations including Boeing, 
Express Scripts, Charter Com
munications, Commercebank, 
and Edward Jones. 11:45 a.m. to 
1:45 p.m. in JC Penney Building 
Hawthorne A and B. For more 
information call 4749. 

MyView Student Inquiry 

Users wiJllearn how to navi
gate and find student infonnation 
in MyView and how to print class 
rosters. 107 SCB from 9 a.m, to 
11 :30 a.m. 

Professionals of Color 
in Corporate America 

State Fann Claim Managers 
and Agency Representatives wiH 
address specific issues raised by 
the University. Questions to be 
submitted through the Office of 
Multi-Cultural Relations or at 
http://www. urns!. edu/~mcraal 

mcraa.html. 3:30 until 5:30 in 
the MSC Century Room C. 

Osteopathic Medical 
School Fair 

Students are invited to meet 
with admissions representa
tives from colleges of osteo
pathic medicine. The fair will 
begin with a presentation about 
osteopathic medical education 
and finish with an open session . 
where students can speak with 
admission representatives. 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. in the JC Penney 
Conference Center. For more in
formation e-mail Grace Derda at 
derda@ums1.edu 

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 

MFA Reading 
, A Reading by graduating 

MFA fiction writers and poets 
Lara Schrage, Rewa Choueri, 
Corinna Estep, Katie Spillman, 
'and Jim Goodman. 7:30 p.m. -
10:00 p.m. in the Lee Theater of 
the Touhill PAC. For more infor
'mation call 5590. 

Relay for Lne 
Benefiting - the 'Americarl 1. 

'Cancer · 'Society; Relay for LifE 
will be held near the MSC lakes· 
from 7 p.m. on April 11 until 7 
a.m. April 12. For more infonna
tion visit http :// I,,,-ww.umslrelay. 
com. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12 

Observatory Open 
House 

The Richard D. Schwartz Ob
servatory on South Campus will 
be holding an open house at 8 
p.m. The open house will feature 
views of Mars, Saturn, Beehive 
Star Cluster and Star M35. For 
more information call 5.706. 

iMONDAY, APRIL 14 

Monday Noon Series 
Award-winning author Tony 

io'souza reads from his new 
novel, The Kon.kans, a tale of 
adultery and crime set in India's 
Catholic Konkan community. 
12:15 p.m. in the JC Penney 
Conference Center. For more in
formation call 5699. 

Announcements . 
New Course Announcement. . 

The History Department will . 
be offering a new course mST 
2999: INTRODUCTION TO HIS
TORIC:kL METHODS beginning 
Fall 200&. T-bis course ~vitl ben
\:fit Freshman, SophorriOI:es and 
Trans-frer students who are liistory 
Majors. 

The Student Senate Organi
~ation is now accepting applica,
tions for tpe 2008-2009 academic 
year. If you want to take part in 
the governing Hfocess at UM;SL, 
apply to be a Senator. The link to 
the application is ~ow 1i.vailable at 
bttp)lwww.umsl.edu/~sso/elec
fionsfuasso .htm l. 

Zetll Tau Alpha will be host
ing a "Best Chest Contest" to 
ra4se money for, Breast Cancer 

· AWlIJ;.eness and Eduell.lion; All 
male students are eligible to. par
tioipate. Submit a piclli¥e of your· 
che!)t (no face) to rjmvdb@Umsl. 

· edu or put it in tbe Zeta Tau Alpl)a 
mailbox in the Office ·of Student · 

· Life by Saturday,April 12, 2008. 
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- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR -
Letters to the editor should be brief, and 
those not exceeding 250 words will be 

given preference. We edit letters for clarity 
and length, not for dialect, correctness, 

intent or grammar. All letters must be signed 
and must include a daytime phone number. 

Students must include their student ID 
numbers. Faculty and staff must include 

their title(s) and department(s). Editor-in-
chief reserves the right to respond to letters. 

The Current reserves the right to deny 
letters. 

ABOUT US 

The Current is published weekly on 
Mondays, Advertising rates are available 

upon request; terms, conditions and 
restrictions apply. 

The Current, financed in part by student 
activities fees, is not an officia l publication 

of. UM-St. Louis. 
The University is not responsible for the 

content of The Current and/or its pol icies, 
Commentary and columns reflect the 

opinion of the individual author. 
Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion 

of the majority of the Editorial Board, The 
Current requests the courtesy of at least 

24-hour advance notice fo r all events to be 
covered, Advertisements do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of The Current, its staff 

members or the University. 
All materia ls contained in each printed and 

online issue are property of The Current and 
may not be reprinted, reused or reproduced 

without the prior, expressed and written 
consent of The Current. 

First copy is free; all subsequent copies are 
25 cents and are available at the offices of 

The Current. 

AOVEIffiSINC 

All UM-St. Louis students, alumni. faculty 
and staff are entitled to free classified 
advertisements of 40 words or less. 

The Current also offers display 
advertisements at a rate of $8.75 per 

column inch for off campus advertisers 
and $7.75 for on campus organizations 
and departments. Various discounts may 
apply. To receive an advertising rate card, 

contact our advertising or business staff or 
download a rate card from our Web site at 
hnp:llwww.thecurrentonline.com/adrates 
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SGA sends Melro referendum to studentwide vote 
By RYAN SCHERR 

News Editor 

The Student Government Asso
ciation voted Friday to send a refer
endum to students that would create 
a fee to subsidize a MetroLink pass 
for UM-St. Louis students. 

The referendum will be voted on 
by UM-St. Louis students during the 
SGA elections April 14-18. 

If passed, tbe University would 
assess a fee not to exceed $2 per 
credit bour. However; the fee would 
not be $2 from the start. 

As MetroLink raises rates on a 
near yearly basis, the University 
would raise the fee also. 

"Metro link raises rates 4 to 5 per
cent every year. [Tbe $2 fee] is built 
into there for inflation," said Bryan 
Goers, SGA president. "That way 
we don't have to keep coming back 
to referendums to change the fee. We 
can just [ assess] it like normal stu
dent fees." 

Currently, students already pay a 

50-cent-per-credit-hour fee toward a 
MetroLink pass. Students must then 
pay an extra $60 if they wish to have 
the pass. 

If the referendum passes, the 50-
cent fee would be applied toward the 
new fee. Students would also not 
have to pay extra money if they wish 
to have the MetroLink pass. 

Under the new referendum, stu
dents do not have to be a certain age 
or be taking a specific amount of 
hours to obtain a MetroLink pass. 

Currently, students must be under 
the age of 23 and be enrolled full- · 
time to be eligible for the student 
MetroLink pass. 

Since the University will sub
sidize about 20 percent of the cost 
of the program if the fee passes, 
according to SGA, for the ·new fee, 
"the actual average cost to students 
will be approximately $15." 

If passed, the fee would not go 
into effect imtil the summer 2009 
semester because the Board of Cura
tors must also approve the referen-

dum. 
"The Board of Curators will not 

vote on it until a year from today 
[April 4]. Because we do our refer
endums at this time, it is always go
ing to be a year delay until they vote 
on it," Goers said. 

In other news, Amanda Ward, 
SGA repsentative for the Flames 
Dance Team. was elected as the new 
vice chair of SGA, replacing Shelley 
Price, who stepped down from the 
position. 

Ward ran against Ryan Gamble, 
SGA representative for Campus 
Crusade for CbTist. 

Ward will serve as vice chair for 
the remainder of the school year. Ac
cording to Cadence Rippeto, SGA 
vice president, the new vice chair 
would help Rippeto plan any student 
body relations activities and events. 

"[The new vice chair would help 
with] tbe planning and inauguration 
ceremony for the new SGA leader
ship and any other things that I need 
help getting done with running the 

elections," Rippeto said. 
In addition, should SGA chair 

Louis McGee not be able to attend 
the final SGA meeting of the year, 
Ward would chair the meeting. 

Also at the meeting, Janice Ko
ziatek, co-chair of Relay for Life, 
spoke about Relay for Life, which 
is this Friday, April 11. Koziatek 
encouraged all organizations that do 
not have teams to come and support 
all who are involved in Relay for 
Life. 

"Our eventis phenomenal. I have 
been to several other colleges' [Re
lays] and tbat do not even compare 
to what UM-St. Louis puts on," Ko
ziatek said. "I continue to be more 
and more impressed at what our 
campus is pulling off." 

SGA Comptroller Katie Moore 
was not present for Friday's meeting, 
so her report was given by Rippeto. 

In the report, Moore said that 
organizational budgets would be e
mailed to each organization April 7 
and 8. 

Student represen· 
tatives at Friday's 
SGA meeting 
voted to fill the 
vice chair posi. 
tion after Shelley 
Price resigned. 
Amanda Ward, 
representative of 
the UMSL Flames 
Dance Team, will 
take over the 
spot for the rest 
of the year. 
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Curators approve 4.1 % tuition hike, discuss enrollment trends 
By PAUL HACKBARTH 

Editor·in-Chie! 

Tuition is not the only thing in
creasing throughout the University 
of Missouri system. Enrollment has 
risen, according to reports from ad
missions offices from the four UM 
campuses at the Board of Curators 
meeting Thursday and Friday in Rol
la. However, there is one exception: 
UM-St. Louis. 

The effects of Senate Bill 389, 
which places a cap on how much 
the costs of a college education can 
increase, were put to the test, as the 
board unanimously approved a 4.1 
percent increase in tuition starting 
this summer. 

This is the same increase as set 
by the Consumer Price Index, which 
measures the rate of inflation and cost 
of living increase. Compared to the 
last two previous years, tuition has 
increased 3.8 percent in 2008 and 5 
percent in 2007. 

Base tuition for an undergradu
ate student living in Missouri and 
enrolled in 15 credit hours would in
crease to $7,368 from $7,077, a dif
ference of about $291 or more a year, 
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or a $9.70-per-credit-hour increase. 
Student Government Association 

President Bryan Goers said this will 
cause the cost of inflation, higher fac
ulty salaries to be competitive in the 
job market and a drop in state fund
ing affect tuition. 

"We are just now back to level 
that we should have been in 2000, 
and with other costs going up be
cause ofinfiation, we're still behind. 
In fact, Missouri is about 47th or 48th 
in nation in terms of amount of fund
ing from the state," Goers said. 

The curators also approved in
crease in student fees for the com
ing academic year. At UM-St. Louis, 
students will pay $12.72 per credit 

Bill would favor more 
Access Missouri grants 
to high-income students 

By TIM VOLKERT 

STtIJfWriTer 

An increase in the allocated 
funds for the Access Missouri Fi
nancial Assistance Program will 
reward more higher-income fami
lies - those with an average annual 
income of$125,000. 

Go~ ~att Blunt recommended 
in a March 5 press release that the 
Access Missouri scholarship pro
gram be increased from its current 
$72 million to roughly $100 mil
lion, citing the 38,000 students who 
received awards through the fund in 
the 2007-2008 academic years. 

Yet the Department of Higher 
Education "projected that $86 mil
lion would have been enough to 
fully fund scholarships for needy 
families." 

The $28 million increase will 
allow roughly 9,950 additional stu
dents from affluent families to ben
efit. 

Some of the families now eli
gible earn around $225,000, which 
critics claim contradicts the original 
motive for the program as being 
"needs-based. " 

Much of the difference in in
come for eligible students comes 
from those choosing to attend more 
expensive institutions, according 
to some Missouri legislators close 
to the discussion of the appropria
tions bill in Jefferson City. They say 
that more assistance will be given to 
those at more costly universities. 

State Sen. John Loudon, R-St. 
Louis, prefers a fixed dollar amount 
when it comes to awards, regardless 
of income or choice of scbool. 

"If you want to pay the differ
ence at a higher cost school, that's 
on you," Loudon said. He also said 
that the government's responsibil
ity should be to help with the cost 
of higher education, and should not 
be defining "winners and losers" in 
terms of income. 

State Sen. Jeff Smith, D-St. 
Louis, would rather have a "slid
ing scale" in terms of aid given, in 
which needier students were given 
preference over wealthier families, 
as well as a larger amount of aid. 

"1' d like to see [awards] based 
on income, rather than the cost of 
attendance," Smith said. 

Access Missouri was established 
by HB 1865 in August 2006 and was 
sponsored by retired House Rep. 
Carl Bearden, R-St. ·Charles. 

The maximum award available 
was $1,000. The maximum award 
now has been increased to $2,150 
for four-year public universities and 
$4,600 for private universities. 

The increase was incorporated 
into the budget for the Department 
of Higher Education in HB 2003 
and is effective from July 1,2008 to 
June 30, 2009. 

The award will again be avail
able to full-time students who have 
turned in a Free Application for Fed
eral Student Aid (FAFSA) by April 
1 of this year and have an expected 
family contribution of $12,000 or 
less, as figured by the FAFSAform. 

The bill is currently scheduled 
for a hearing before the Missouri 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
on Monday. 

For more information, go to 
http://www.house.state.mo.us/bill
trackinglbills081lbillsIHB2003.htrn 

Student Fee Rates for all four UM campuses the student to pay a remainder of 
about $2,726'. 

loans affect emollment. 
A majority of transfer students at 

UM-St. Louis come from S1. Louis 
and St. Charles Community Colleg
es, whereas most freshmen at OM-St. 
Louis come from Hazelwood and St. 
Louis high school systems. 

hour in student fees next year after 
the SGA assembly approved the fee 
increases at its December 2007 meet
ing. 

Undergraduate student fees for 
the Millennium Student Center, Ath
letics, Health Services and Infrastruc
ture will all increase next year at rates 
ranging from 2.9 percent to 5.3 per
cent depending on the fee. None of 
these fees w~re increased in 2007. 

"Nothing has changed since the 
students approved them," Goers 
said. 

In addition, no increases were ap
proved for course fees in the School 
of Education and the College of 
Nursing for the bachelor's program 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Chancellor Thomas George 
named citizen of the year 

UM-St. Louis Chancellor 
Thomas F. George received the 
2008 Citizen of the Year award 
from the North County Chamber 
of Commerce on March 27. 

According to Kedra Tolson, 
Media Relations manager, George 
received the award "because of his 
volunteer work with the Cham
ber." 

"He [was involved] in a number 
of their events and also [received 
the award] because of his work in 
bringing Express Scripts to North 
County and to the UM-St. Louis 
campus," she added. 

UMSL graduate student 
honored for presentation 

Sean Seyer, graduate student, 
history, was one of six chosen to 
receive awards at the Midwest 
Regional Conference of Phi Al
pha Theta, an international history 
honor society. 

The conference, held March 
13 and 14 at Park University in 
Parkville, Mo., honored Seyer 
for his presentation, "An Empire 
Policy Must Be Formed: The De
velopment of British Imperial Air 
Routes in the Interwar Period." 

His paper covered the period 
between World War I and World 
War II. Seyer wrote the paper for 
history professor John R. Gilling
ham, professor of history. 

Missouri House passes 
Textbook Transparency Act 

The ~issouri House of Repre
sentati ves unanimously passed HB 
2048, the Textbook Transparency 
Act, on Wednesday in Jefferson 
City. 

The bill, iotroduced by Rep. 
Jake Zimmerman, D-St. Louis, 
will require publishers to inform 
professors of the price of text-

at UM-St. Louis. 
During discussion of tuition and 

fee increases, Curator Warren Erd
man asked for more information re
garding how students from low-and
middle-income families would pay 
tuition even with financial aid. 

"He said middle-income families 
were the most burdened by tuition in
crease." Goers said. 

According to board documents, 
full-time Missouri resident under
graduate students at the University of 
Missouri on average received about 
$3,952 in grants in 2006. 

As long as grant aid increases 
at the same rate, in 2009, grant aid 
would equal about $4,642, leaving 

Enrollment trends 

In addition to tuition trends, the 
board heard reports regarding emoll
ment tendencies at the four campuses. 
"Emollment has increased," Goers 
said. "Tbe UM system has increased 
more student-wise than any other 
major university in Missouri" 

Between fall 2000 and fall 2007, 
an increase of 8,775 students have 
emolled in the UM system. While 
there is an overall increase, each 
campus has grown in student popula
tion, except for U~-St. Louis. With 
a total headcount of 12,322 for fall 
2007, that total is a decrease of 68 
students from fall 2000. Looking at 
undergraduate emollment, UM-St. 
Louis has seen a decline of 503 stu
dents since faU 2000. 

Steve Graham, UM system in
terim vice president for Academic 
Affairs, said a decrease in the num
ber of high school graduates in the 
Midwest, an increased number of 
high school graduates starting their 
university career at community col
leges and heavier reliance on student 

UM-St. Louis also led the nurnber 
of students who were admitted with 
exceptions to the UM system's cri
teria for admissions. Students in this 
category may not meet the criteria 
but may have the possibility to suc
cessfully complete a baccalaureate 
degree. 

Half of all the first-time, degree
seeking, full-time freshmen enrolled 
in fall 2007 met the standard admis
sions, while the other half admitted 
with exceptions, compared to admis
sion exception rates of 31 percent at 
UM-Kansas City and 19 percent at 
both Missouri University of Science 
and Tecbnology and UM-Columbia. 

According to the presentation, at 
UM-St. Louis, 40 percent of the stu
dents did not mect criteria because 
of a lack of high school core courses 
(mostly in math) and another 35 per
cent did not meet the criteria of the 
combined score ofthe sum of the high 
school and ACT percentile ranks. 

Danny Reise • Awnl/l PL'OIa F.tiil r 

Chancellor Thomas George talks with Jean Montgomery, chairwoman of the North County Chamber 
of Commerce, prior to receiving his award for being named 2 008 citizen of the year. Montgomery is 
also an alumna of UM·St. Louis, class of 1973. 

books when choosing them for 
their classes. 

The bill will also require work
books and CDs to be unbundled 
and sold separately from primary 
textbooks. The bill also stipulates 
that any unused financial aid can 
be applied toward the purchase of 
textbooks. 

uM-St. Louis already allows 
students to buy textbooks with fi
nancial aid. 

The bill still must be approved 
by the Missouri State Senate and 
Gov. Matt Blunt before it becomes 
law. 

ITS warns of phishing scam 
with Central Bank e-mails 

On March 21, a UM -St. Louis
wide e-mail was sent out warning 
students, faculty, and staff of a 
phishing scam. 

Many campus e-mail accounts 
received e-mails with the subject 
line: Your profile has been locked." 

Another e-mail asks the receiver 
to take part in a survey in order to 
receive a $25 credit to your bank 
account. The e-mail appears to 
come from Central Bank. 

Information Technology Ser
vices and Center for Teaching and 
Learning officials warn users who 
receive these messages to not reply 
to the e-mail or click the link con
tained in the e-mail and to please 
delete the e-mail. 

Receivers of the e-mail and 
other questionable e-mails can for
ward them to abuse@umsl.edu. 

Transportation Studies 
releases study on shuttles 

The Student Government Asso
ciation assembly heard a presenta-

tion about the UM-St. Louis shuttle 
bus service at the meeting on Fri
day. 

The prysentation, given by Esha 
Christie, graduate research assis
tant in the Center for Transporta
tion Studies, explained the results of 
a study conducted by the center on 
the inefficiencies of the shuttle bus 
service. 

Christie cited "unstable schedul
ing, inefficient routing, unavailabil
ity of online infol111ation and failure 
to consider other factors" such as 
bus stop and hourly demand as rea
sons why the shuttle service should 
be improved. 

"Many students have told us 
that the buses are not on time," said 
Christie. "Unstable scheduling has 
made. them really uncomfortable in 
especially in winter or surnmer and 
in rainy seasons." 
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"Our Opinion" reflects 
the majority opinion of 

the Editorial Board. 

WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU 

As a forum for public 
expression on campus, 
The Current welcomes 
letters to the editor and 
guest commentaries 
from students, facu lty, 
staff members and oth
ers concerned with issues 
relevant to the University 
of Missouri- St. Louis . 

Letters to the edi
tor should be brief, and 
those not exceeding 200 
words will be given pref
erence. We edit letters 
for clarity and length, 
not for dialect, correct
ness, intent or grammar. 
All letters must include a 
daytime phone number. 
Students must include 
their student ID numbers. 
Faculty and staff must 
include their title(s) and 
department(s). Editor-in
chief reserves the right 
to respond to letters. The 
Current reserves the right 
to deny letters. 

Guest commentaries 
are typically longer (gen
erally 400-600 words) 
on a specific topic of in
terest to readers . If you 
are interested in writing 
a guest commentary, 
please contact The Cur
rent's editor-in-chief. 

Letters and commen
taries will also be printed 
online at www.thecur
rentonline.com 

CONTACT US 
Mail: 

One University Blvd. 
Room 388 MS( 

St Louis, MO 63121 

Email: 
thecurrent@umsl.edu 

1Che tturrrnt 

OUR OPINION 
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Vote yes on Metro pass 
With Metro passes being one of 

the most debated topics during tbe 
2006-2007 school year, what would 
this year be without another Metro 
Pass financing option? 

OYer tbc last fcw years, Metro 
passes have gone from being "free" 
for students to costing $45 and finall y 
resting at the price they are now, $60. 
Between these times, there was even 
thought that the Metro pass would be 
eliminated completely. 

Now, a viable solution is around 
the comer with a proposed referen
dum from the Student Govemment 
Association. 

The newest solution for the pass 
is a fee recommended by the SGA 
student fee review committee. This 
fee would he increased fi-om the 
current $.50 fee per credit hour that 
students pay for the Metro Pass pro
gram. which is part of the infrastruc
ture: fee . 

The fee would adJ up to 1.50 per 
credit hour for up to 12 hours during 
the fall and spring . emesters and s ix 
hours duri ng the summer semes ter. 

These pa.'ises \ ould then be avai l
able to all UM-Sl. Loui tudent re
gardless of age or enrollment hours. 
Metro currently offers one semester 
passes at $125, bu t the student must 
be under the age of 23 and enrolled 
full-time. 

STAFF VIEWPOINT 

The current UM·St. Louis Metro 
pass plan allows persons of any age 
to buy a pass, but is limited students 
with a full-time status. 

On the down side, while students 
can vote for the fee in two weeks, 
students will have to wait almost a 
year for the fee to go into affect. 

If the fee passes, it would not go 
into affect until summer 2009 since 
the Board of Curators just reviewed 
approved student fees and will not 
look at student fees again until a year 
from now. 

While more student fees may 
leave a dirty taste in the mouths of 
many, students are already paying 
for the pass within the current infra
structure fee. Would it hurt to pay a 
little more? 

With support of this fee, the ad
ministration would subsidize about 
20 percent of the Metro pass pro
gram. 

Let us think of some of the ben
efits of this fee. 

With the shutdm'Tl of Highway 
40, the Metro is a great alternative for 
getting to and from campus. Using 
mass public transportation instead of 
dliving would aid in the wliversity 's 
commitment of "going green.'· Help 
keep the environment healthy. 

With gas prices on the rise, and 
no knowledge of where they will 

be in 2009, it makes sense to pay, at 
most, $24 per semester for the pass. 
People spend more than that every 
week to fill up their economy sized 
car's gas tarue 

If you were taking 12 credit hours, 
to park on campus it would cost you 
$21 6 at $18 per credit for a parking 
pass. Which would you rather pay, 
$216 or $24? 

Your financial aid couLd cover the 
$24, which would be included in the 
student fee section of tuition instead 
of paying for a pass separately. Now 
that sounds like a deal to us 

The Metro pass is not only an ide
al way to get to and from schooL but 
you can also take advantage of the 
other great places along the Metro
Linle 

Students needing to go any place 
that is not within walking distance 
of a Metro stop, can use their Metro 
passes on Metro buses to get those 
places farther away. 

Parking for sporting events is on 
average $7 per car. Parking near the 
stadium for four Cardinals Ganles 
would cost S28, which i more than 
a Metro pass would cost if this fee 
were approved. 

Vote yes on the r<.'ferendum to ap
prove a new fee for the j\·1etro passes 
during the SGA elections April 14 
through April 18 onli.ne. 

April 7, 2008 

EDITOR'S VIEWPOINT 

Opponents have 
run out of excuses 

with student curator bill 
The student rep

resentative to the 
Board of Curators 
is one step closer 
to receiving a vote 
with a bill that 
passed in the Mis
souri Senate last 
week. 

By PAUL HACKBARTH 

In the past, cura
tors, namely, have 
been against these 
types of bills because 
they see giving a vote 
to the student curator 
to be a. conflict of in
terest. 

Senate Bill 873 
got approval from 
the full Senate on 
Thursday, the clos
est the bill has 
come to fruition 
since 2005, when 
the Missouri House 

Editor-ill-Chief 

However, history 
has sbown that cura
tors never have voted 
on a single faculty 
member and most of 
the faculty issues are 
voted on at a campus 
level. Another point 

of Representatives voted in favor ofa 
similar bill by a vote of 117-32. 

So close, yet so far away. Now, all 
that is left is for the House to vote 
the bill out of committee and receive 
final approval from the full Missouri 
House of Representatives. 

That is quite a hurdle to over
come, with Gayle Kingery, chairman 
of the HOllse Conunittee on Higher 
Education, who has been cited as not 
favoring the bill. 

However, hurdles are nothing 
Dew for students lobbying in support 
of this bill. Students have faced sev
eral obstacles to get this far, but the 
excuses and reasons not to give the 
student curator a vote can no longer 
be used. Opponents have nm out of 
ideas. 

In the past, curators and legis
lators have reasoned that students 
could not possibly be quali fled to 
vote on the board. 

However, the student curator goes 
through a tougher interview and se
lection process than the other cura
tors, including a rigorous application 
process in addition to an interview 
with the campus 's student govem
ment, the Intercampus Student Coun
cil and then must be approved by the 
govemor. 

The average ages of tbe student 
curators who have served in the past 
15 years is 23 and most have held 
jobs and have the education experi
ence to handle the position. and all 
have done so confidently. 

about a vote is that 
students can abstain just as a curator 
would if the vote directly involved 
them or their work. 

Curators in the past were also 
against the bill because they wor
ried that giving a vote to the student 
would remove a vote from the other 
curators. 

The way the bill reads now, a 
curator would be dropped from the 
board anyway as long as a congres
sional district is dropped based on 
the 2010 census. It is the census, not 
the student, that can be blamed for 
taking a curator away. 

Right now, the student curator can 
have a say in matters such as tuition 
and student fees. They can even sit 
in on closed meetings, but with all of 
that, a student's input can still be ig
nored. A vote would correct that. 

To curators and legislators, it may 
just be one vote on one board but for 
students, that vote is about giving a 
voice to the nearly 63,000 students 
in the UM system, who will be af
fected. 

Students are forced to pay more 
tuition with the state's declining in
vestment in higher education, so now 
is a better time than ever to give our 
student representative on the Board 
of Curators a vote. 

So what can you. the ayerage stu
dent, do" Write your local represen
tative and tell them to vote for Senate 
Bill 873. Go to http: //www.house. 
state.mo.us to find your local repre
sentative. 

Washers are the perfect solution to get students involved 
Mirthday, intramurals, Casino 

Night, Hidden Valley Ski Trip, Bowl
ing Leagues, and even a Table Tennis 
Toumament are some examples of 
activities UM-St. Louis students can 
participate in throughout the year. 

Although numerous attempts are 
made to help students become more 
involved in school activities, most 
UM-St. Louis students continue to 
ignore these opportunities. 

So why do students pass up a 
chance to do something new, excit
ing, and maybe even different? 

Do students lack the interest, the 
time, or perhaps a combination of the 
two? Maybe they are not aware of 
such activities taking place. 

UM-St. Louis shldents do not re
alize the tremendous benefits that 

could be derived from participating 
in on-campus activities, which act as 
a breeding ground for meeting new 
people. 

These new people could be great 
individuals to spend time with. They 
could be a connection to a future job, 
a future best friend, or even a signifi
cant other. 

So if"the current activities are not 
sparking an increase in extracurricu-

lar participation, what could? 
According to Zeshan Gohar, se

nior,biology, "IfUMSL were to give 
money to the students, every student 
would probably get more involved 
with the school activities. I mean I 
would for money." 

Since UM- St. Louis will not like
ly being paying its students any time 
soon, other factors must be contem
plated. A great deal of consideration 
must be given to the fact that UM- St. 
Louis is predominantly a commuter 
schooL 

Many UM- St. Louis students like
ly have employment commitments 
that prevent them from enjoying the 
"typical" college lifestyle, which in

cludes filling up free time with extra
curricular activities. 

In the four years of my undergrad
uate career, I found that the best time 
to sneak in a few minutes of fun was 
in between classes. Whether it was 45 
minutes or four hours, my friends and 
1 would toss the football around out
side the Library, or play paper football 
on a table in the basement of SSB. 

As the fi-esh air of spring blows its 
way into the region, I suggest the in
troduction of a new activity that UM-

By BEN GILLHAM 

Slaff\'i!riler 

St. Louis students can easily partake 
in and an activity many Missourians 
are quite familiar with Washers. 

Washers may be the perfect solu
tion to increasing UM- St. Louis stu
dents' involvement in school activi
ties. It is simple to learn and can be 
played in between classes, no matter 
how much or how little time you may 
have. 

The Intemational Association of 
Washer Players (TA WP) states that 
washers is a game "in which indi
viduals or teams compete against one 

another in an effort to be the first to 
reach a winning score of 11 , l7 or 21 
points." 

The game consists of two washer 
pits located opposite one another, 
each with a recessed cup. Contestants 
stand in One pit and throw washers 
toward the cup in the other pit. The 
object is to land in the cup, or nearest 
the cup, to score." 

Since many UM- st. Louis stu
dents are native Missouri citizens, 
many students already know how to 
play the game. For anyone who is not 
familiar with the game, they can eas
ily learn by watching or by having a 
fellow student teach them. 

The game's ability to be played in 
a shOIi time period increases its likeli
hood of success on the UM - St. Louis 
campus, where most students have 
a limited amount of extracUlTicular 
time. 

Althollgh UM- St. Louis landscap
ers may disagree with my idea for the 
placement of the washers sites near 
the lakes outside of the MSC, as well 
as in front of the Libnuy, I believe 
that their placement is crucial. 

Positioning the game in the mid
dle of heavily walked areas will act as 

an explicit sign of students interact
ing with one another in a fun, friendly 
manner. 

This explicit sign could influence 
the commuters to become more in
volved, while it could also help pro
spective UM- St. Louis students catch 
a glimpse of the fun activities offered 
here. 

Even though the majority of illvI
St .Louis students should take pride 
in their ability to multi-task between 
school and work, they also need to 
realize that they are only in college 
once. They must take advantage of 
the opportunity to meet so many dif
ferent people in the University atmo
sphere. 

So what are your thoughts on this 
proposal? Do you see the game of 
washers successfully increasing stu
dent interaction at UM- St. Louis? 

Chloe Gray-Le Coz, 2009, MBA, 
said, "I think a sand volleyball court 
would be a good idea to get students 
together more." 

Perhaps you have your own idea 
that could alleviate tbe lack of student 
interaction. Please voice it to school 
administrators or blog about it on The 
Current's Web site. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -- -- .--------------

UNDER N 
By Danny Reise • Asst. Photo Editor 

What do you think of the 

new MyView 

sign-up system? 

What do you think? Send your own response 
to thecurrent@umsl.edu or talk about it in our 
online forums at www.thecurrentonline.com 

John Nichols 
Junior 

Business 

"I think it will be very 
helpful and way more 
convenient. The last 

registering program was 
too tenacious." 

Brie Brewer 
Freshman 

Theatre and Dance 

"1 don't really know 
what it is. Is it like 

MySpace?" 

Ethan Chou Ryan Gamel Justin Riddler 
Sophomore Senior Junior 
Criminology International Business Theatre and Dance 

"It Was my first week of "It seems slightly "looks like it's more 
using MyView. It's kind redundant. Most of these compacted than just 
of confusing and should services are already asking all my advisors 
be more user-friendly. av.ailable elsewhere." and dealing with 
They should just use financial aid and the 

Facebook." cashiers." 
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LmERS TO THE EDITOR 

Funding for the UM System 

In the March 17th article "Bill 
excludes extra funding for campus", 
the reporter correctly states that one 
way for Chancellor George to ad
dress the equity gap is to increase 
funding from the State of Missouri . 

However, he fails to note two 
more very important methods offix
ing the underfunding problem. 

The first would be to raise tu
ition. Unfortunately for him and tbe 
students, the state legislature strictly · 
prohibits the University from under
taking an increase in tuition more 
than the increase in cost of living. 

While offering "cheap" tuition 
might appear to be a benefit for stu
dents attending UMSL, it is in fact a 
detriment. 

If students decide they want a 
better, or different and more costly 
service from the University, they 
would normally offer to pay more. 

Instead, they must get pemlission 
from the legislature and fight for 
funds over a much more politically 
powerful institution in Columbia. 

This is obviously inefficient, in
effective, and unfair to the UM-St. 
Louis students. 

The second method for the Chan
cellor to fix the problem is to reduce 
costs. 

This might actually be what stu-

dents want. However, once again the 
failure to match a payer (the people 
of Missouri) with the beneficiary 
(the students) distorts the true de
sires of the student body. 

Benjamin Mason 
Graduate Student 

Economics 

Affirmative Action in 
University admissions 

I would like to correct a state
ment you made in your March 17, 
2008 editorial, "Curator's Involve
ment in affirmative action .... " 

The editorial claims that when 
students are not admitted to UM-St. 
Louis based on their test scores and 
high school class rank, they can ap
peal to the campus admissions com
mittee, whiCh, " ... considers certain 
circumstances, such as gender and 
race." 

Although I have not served on 
that committee for the past two years, 
I previously served on that commit
tee for approximately 20 years, and 
chaired the committee most of that 
time. 

During those years, I cannot re
member a single instance where the 

This competition is open to any UMSl 
undergraduate. Register by Friday 
April 11. Applications can be obt ain ed 
from the Department of Mathemat ics 
and Computer Science in 310 CCB (or 
f rom R. Dotzel in 329 CCS) 

To Regsist e r : 

committee discussed an applicant's 
race or gender as a consideration in 
our decisions. 

I do not know whether race or 
gender played any role in the minds 
of committee members when they 
voted on applicants, but they certain
ly were not explicit considerations, 
and to the best of my recollection, 
were never verbalized. 

Because of this, I honestly do 
. not believe admissions decisions at 
UMSL would be affected at all by 
any proposed anti-affirmative action 
law. 

However, it could affect enroll
ment in other ways, such as through 
restrictions on affirmative action 
recruiting or minority-designated fi
nancial aid. 

Equating ilie UM-St. Louis ad
mission process to the processes 
used at Berkeley'S Law School in 
the 1990's (or to the University of 
Michigan, which was one of the re
cent test cases) is not valid. 

Those schools used explicit point 
systems, which assigned points for 
race, as well as other factors ; UM
St. Louis does not use such a system 

Joseph Martinch 
Professor of 

Operations Managment 
College of Business 

Administration 

Stop by 32:9 CCB or go online @~ _;'!:~--~;;Mit: 
www.umslwedul,....mathcsl 
(y ou may either register online or 
download the application form ). 
First prize will be as much as $1000, 
other prizes commensurate. 

Direct all inquiries to R. Dotze l in 329 
CCB (516-6337). 

u Math & Science 
S~epartment 

DeetR81fonline.com 

SCIENCE COLUMN 

Finding suggests human 
ancestors were in Europe 

DNA research showed tbat the 
earliest human migrated out of Af
rica. It is generally thought by sci
entists iliat modem humans emerged 
from Africa starting about 50,000 
years ago, and spread throughout Eu
rope, Asia and Australia. 

But it had been thought that hu
mans anived relatively late in Eu
rope, and there has been considerable 
controversy about when humans ar
lived in Europe. 

New findings indicate that man 
may have reached Europe much ear
lier. 

A small piece of jawbone found 
in a cave at Atapuerca in nOJihem 
Spain is the oldest known fossil of a 
human ancestor in Europe. The fossil 
was found with stone tools and ani
mals bones. 

It may be as old as 1.3 million 
years, 500,000 years older than the 
next oldest find. 

That earlier find was declared a 
new species and was named Homo 
antecessor, or Pioneer Man, a possi
ble common ancestor to both modern 
humans and Neanderthals. This new 
find is thought to be the same species 

By CATHERINE 

MARQUIS.HoMEYER 

Science Columnist 

but an earlier version. 
The discovery was reported in 

the scientific journal Nature. The 
jawbone fragment was found by a re
search team led by Eudald Carbonell, 
director of the Catalan Institute of 
Human Paleo-Ecology and Social 
Evolution. 

It had been thought that humans 
migrating out of Africa colonized 
Europe in waves, with earlier waves 
dying out. The new find indicates 
that earlier waves may have persisted 

in Europe. The new find has similari
ties to bones found in the Caucasus 
Mountains region, which were dated 
to up to 1.8 million years old. 

Many scientists believe that hu
man spread from Africa into Europe 
through the Middle East, and 110t 
across the Strait of Gibraltar, a view
point this find seems to support. 

The researchers felt that their dis
covery indicated that humans colo
nized and remained Europe much 
earlier than thought and that their 
spread had been more rapid than 
thought. 

Other scientists seem to agree 
about the dating of the site but are 
more caution about some of the 
team's conclusions about the continu
ity of human occupation of Europe, 
based on the small bone fragment. 

Genetic studies indicate modem 
humans are not descended from Ne
anderihals but the species are "cous
ins," sharing a common ancestor. But 
where was that common ancestor? 

This new discovery may help 
make Pioneer Man a candidate for 
that role, as the age ofthe bone helps 
boost the possibility. 

How do you feel about 

the topics we've covered? 

• Metro Passes 

• Giving the Student 

Curator a vote 

• Student involvement 

You can n1ake your voice 

heard in a variety of ways! 

• Submit a letter to the editor 

• Write a guest commentary 

• Comment in our online 

forums 

I Want t . c/ 0 Sign up fo r 
,~¥.~~ __ asses nOW 

No problem. 

Take advantage of early summer 
and fall registration at . 
St. Louis Community College 
and get the classes you want, 
when you want them! 

• • 

Summer registration opens March 19 . 

Fall registration opens April 10 . 

Apply online, view course schedules 
and check out our new Visiting Summer 
Students page at www.stlcc.edu. 

~St. Louis 
~E Community 
..a= College 

FLORISSANT VALLEY • FOREST PARK· MERAMEC • WILDWOOD 
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TOP TEN 

Countries that 
speak Arabic or 
an Arabic dialect 

10. Qatar - Home to 
TV station AI Jazeera, 
which is famous across 
the world for its con
troversial reporting. 

9. Lebanon - The of
ficial symbol of the 
country is the cedar 
tree. 

8. (ABOVE) Morocco 
- The cities of Ceuta 
and Melilla are actually 
Spanish territories. 

7. Yemen - The aver
age wedding feast last 
for 21 days. 

6. Sudan - The largest 
country in Africa. 

5. Syria - Celebrates 
Evacuation Day on 
Apr. 17, which is the 
day the last French 
troops were removed 
in 1946. 

4. Jordan - Friday is 
the offical day of rest. 

3. Egypt - Egyptians 
call the country Misr. 
The full name of the 
country in Arabic is 
Junhuriyah Misr al
Arabiyah. 

2. Saudi Arabia - Home 
of the Prophet Moha
mad. 

1. United Arab Emir
ates - Dubai is the 
chief port. 
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Big Brothers asks st dents to volunteer 
B y JESSICA K EIL 

Features Editor 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of East
ern Missouri is an organization which 
pairs dependable and willing adul ts 
CBigs") with excited and willing 
children ("Littles") in order to fonTI 
one-OD-one mentor relationships and 
in tum generate a positive influence 
on a child 's life. 

The 90-year-old organization cur
rently serves more than 2,100 chil
dren, and is now looking to UM-St. 
Louis smdents to get involved and 
donate their time to a child in need . 

"We are looking to recruit students 
for both our conununity and school
based programs" said Erin Merrill. 
the recruit support specialist for Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of Eastem Mis
som1. 

According to the volunteer infor
mation Menill passed out at the UM
St. Louis Civic Engagement Day last 
Friday, the "commlmity-based pro
gram" requires tbat Bigs and Linles 
spend their time together enjoying ac
tivities througbout the community. 

A Big meets \\'ith their little at least 
twice a month for a few hours in or
der to do this. Similarly, the "school
based program" requires Bigs to meet 
with thei.r Linles on a reoccurring ba
sis, or, more accurately. once a week 
for around an hour and a half 

They are required to do so outside 
of a designated and supervised loca
ticon such as the child's school. 

Merrill beJieves that l JM-St. Louis 

students are perfect candidates for be
coming a Big Brother or Sister to a 
cbild needing a positive role model in 
her or his life. 

"We are working to develop a 
partnership with UMSL, and \-ve think 
tbis will be good [for recnlitment] be
cause lJMSL is a commuter school, 
o at least we know students here can 

drive and are staying in the area. " she 
sai.d. 

Candace Brown, of AmeriCorps 
VISTA, said that some UM-St. Louis 
students believe that volunteering for 
Big Borthers Big Sisters of Eastem 
Missouri can be time consuming. 

"I've heard every excuse in the 
book," Brown said. "But mostly what 
I hear from UMSL students is that 
their job prevents them from having 

enough time to become a Big Brother 
or Sister, which can be a problem for 
students especially at a commuter 
school." 

Menill's volunteer infOimation 
also addresses the issue of the time 
commitment that a Big Brother or Big 
Sister will make to become a part of 
the organization. 

It says " .. . we strive to make the 
experience as flexible and convenient 
as possible for our vo lunteers" and 
acknowledges the seriousness of the 
decision to become a Big Brother or 
Big Sister. 

Brown understands this as well 
and is focused on making sure that 
smdents at UM-St. LOllis know ex
actly what being a Big Brother or Big 
Sister to a child will mean for every 

FIND SOME BUNNY TO LOVE 

Sofi Seck • SllIlf Pboiograpber 

Delta Zeta members Lauren Mergenthater, freshman, nursing (LEm, and Erin Denap, freshman, nursing, show their love for the 
Easter Bunny on March 20 in the Millennium Student Center. Robbie Haupt dressed up as the Easter Bunny for the event. 

Through the lens of August Jennewein 

Campus photographer captures 'essence,' not image 
By CRAIG BESAND 

Sial/ Wliter 

Campus photographer August 
Jennewein captures the raw visuals 
of UM-St. Louis in his online week
ly photo site "Eye on UtvrSL." 

Jennewein provides a unique look 
at palis ofUM-St. Louis campus that 
some students, staff and faculty nev
er see. 

His photography was on display 
last January at the Gallery Visio in 
the Nosh. 

Before becoming the campus 
photographer at UM-St Louis, Jen
newein moved from Missouri to Los 
Angeles for a career as a screenwrit
er; however, his first passion has al

ways been photography. 
To Jennewein, the difference be

tween life in Missouri compared to 
that in Los Angeles could be like 
comparing apples to oranges. 

"L.A. is the microcosm of the 
world; the world is represented out 
there. What's great about it is that 
there are all these culnlres sharing a 
relatively small space," Jennewein 
explained. 

"Because of the huge population 
[in LA), there is also much more 
competition, [while] St. Louis pro
vides an urban setting with less of a 
'me' attitude. What's also nice about 
St. Louis is that family is important," 
he said. 

Jennewein 's fondness for pho
tography was renewed during the 
process of writing and taking pho
tographs for his book, "Slow Down: 
a Joumey of Words and Photo
graphs. " 

Not only did it make him want to 
take up photography as a profession, 
but it also brought him back to Mis
souri, where it was published. 

After his book was released, Jen-

Danny Reise • Assistant PooID EditQr 

August Jennewein, UM-St. Louis's campus photographer, takes pho
tos for "Eye on UMSL," a Web site through UM·St. Louis, where he 
captures an image of a highlight .on campus each week. 

newein was ' asked to do a freelance 
ph<itographyproject for UM ,St. 
L<:mjs., 

"I've heard of UMSL being de-

scribed as a 'cement campus,' but I 
thought it was beautiful," he said. 

When the project was finished, 
the Department of Creative Services 

decided that the University needed a 
photographer to create a visual pro
file of the campus. 

"In today's world, images are the 
new cun-ency," Jennewein said. 

When comparing photograph
ing for UM-St. Louis with commer
cial projects, Jennewien said, "It's 
Plore diverse, everyday is different. 

. There's this organic energy. You 
have students and faculty from all 

. ""'Over the world. The envirollI11ent is 

more engaging." 
Some of his favorite things to 

photograph could be described as 
everyday life at UM-St. Louis, such 
as his photographs of students in the 
quad or student center. 

Other photos of his include 
vantage points around campus that 
many people take for granted. 

Jennewein particularly empha
sizes the natural beauty of a campus 
that is rarely looked at. 

"It's important to look and listen. 
As a photographer, I listen with my 
eyes," Jennewein stated. 

One factor that makes his pho
tography interesting is that every 
shot he takes is almost completely 
unaltered. In the age of the digital 
camera, where "photoshopping" is 
so common, people forget that the 
image they are seeing could quite 
possibly be an illusion. 

Jennewein believes that, "We're 
losing sight ofthat line, the integrity 
of the image." 

Photography can be artistic as ·a 
well as informative. August Jenne
wein successfully captures the es
sence of life at UM-St. Louis with 
his camera. 

"I'm not trying to create the im
age for UMSL. I'm just trying to 
share what we are to everybody." 

Jennewein's photography and 
"Eye on UMSL" can be seen at 
www:augustjennewein.com. 

aspect of their lives. 
In fact, she has already held an 

infonnational session on Big Broth
ers Big Sisters of Eastem Missouri in 
order to explain the organization fully 
and to recruit UM-St. Louis students. 

Rer past informational yielded the 
organization seven new UM-St. Louis 
student volunteers, and she plans on 
holding another before the Spring se
mester ends. 

"We just really want to recruit as 
many people as possible" BroVvTI 
said. 

To become a Big Brother or Big 
Sister, or for more infonnation about 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern 
Missouri, go to http://wvlw.bbbsemo. 
org or e-mail Candace Brown at 
browncan@umsl.edu. 

Arabic class 
offers fresh 
perspective 
on culture 

By JESSICA KEIL 

Feature:; Editor 

Unbeknownst to many students, 
UM-St. Louis has a secret weapon 
that even SLU does not possess. 

Recently, Arabic classes have 
been added to the school's roster, ~ 
and could not have come at a more 
appropriate time. 

Four semesters ago, Laura El 
Hage Chehade came to UM-St. Lou
is and became the first (and so far 
only) professor to offer to teach Ara
bic on campus. From her first year 
teaching to her second, the amount 
of students who took her class dou
bled and El Hage Chehade is hope
ful that this number \\Cill continue to 
increase. 

"I think it is very important to 
offer languages at UMSL like Ara
bic or Chinese," El Rage Chehade 
said. "By learning the more exotic 
languages it gives [students) a skill 
that most people don ' t have . .. . and it 
opens a lot of doors." 

In the United States there has 
been a growing demand in the work
place for women and men who speak 
Arabic, which is part of what El 
Rage Chehade means when she says 
that ieaming Arabic opens doors for 
students. In fact, El Hage Chehade 
mentioned that a former student of 
hers was actually given a job merely 
because she had taken Arabic in the 
past. 

"There are so many things you 
can do if you leam Arabic" EI Hage 
Chehade said. "If you are an inter
national business major you could 

. think about going to Dubai where 
both Macy 's and Anheuser Bush are 
expanding their companies." 

"Also, the FBI and CIA are al
ways hiring if you speak Arabic, 
and I would recommend leaming the 
language to all students with crimi
Dal jilstice and political science ma
jors as well." 

Yet EI Rage Chehade would not 
hesitate to recommend taking Ara
bic to students other majors besides 
criminal justice, political science, 
and international business. She 
believes that leaming Arabic Can 
benefit all areas of study at UM-St. 
Louis . 

"Even those with a love for lit
erature would benefit from learning 
the language," El Hage Chehade 
said. "There is so much beautiful Iit
erature \>,'ritten in Arabic which has 
never been translated and certainly 
should be." 

Actually, many of the students 
currently taking El Hage Chehade's 
Arabic 1002 class have significantly 
different reasons for deciding to 
study the language. 

Nour Aihyari, senior, biochem
istrylbiotechnology, has parents 
overseas and took the class in order 
to communicate better in the Arab 
world. 

Nate Wilson, junior, political sci
ence, did so to gain new perspective 
about Arab speaking people. 

Jesse Weaver, freshman, unde
clared, said "I studied Arabic in the 
military, and I wanted to continue 
with it here." 

See ARABIC, page 13 
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SGA campaign season kicks off 
, By CARRIE F AS1SKA 

Managing Editor 

March 31 marked the beginning 
. of Student Government Association 
election campaigning. 

GraceMarie Ritter, ThemonRyan, 
Jessica Cowan, Dorian Hall and Pe
ter Talluto will be roaming the halls 
and spreading the word that they are 
running in the 2008 SGA election. 

Lone presidential candidate Ritter 
is running on the Fresh Outlook slate 
with vice president hopeful Jessica 
Cowan. 

Fresh Outlook hopes to reach 
a wide range of students at UM-St. 
Louis with flyers, posters, chalking, 
candy, a Facebook group and their 
own Web site: http: //www.freshout-
100k08.com. 

"We would like to make a differ
ence next year and we have goals in 
mind to accomplish if elected. We 
are trying to grab students ' attention 
to student government as a whole, 
hoping they want to become more 
involved," said Ritter. 

Ryan is running for vice presi
dent under the R.I.C.E Campaign. 
Responsibility, Integrity, Coopera
tion and Excitement are what Ryan 
hopes to bring to SGA. Ryan also has 
a F.acebook group. 

Running for comptroller, Hall 
calls his campaign "We Can Make it 
Better." He plans to use fliers and has 
a Facebook group as well, but also 
plans to get personaL 

"I think word of mouth will be 
the most successful for me because 
a lot of people know my face and ifI 
match the name with the face and tell 
them why I am running, I wjlI have a 
great response," Hall said. 

Another comptroller hopeful, 
Talluto is making use of Facebook 
groups and is printing a wide variety 
of flyers to try and reach everyone he 
can. 

"The message I am trying to send 
to voters is that I am experienced, I 
am able to mobilize many people to 
help me get work done, and the obvi
ous message every candidate is try
ing to send to the voters: that they are 
the best person for the job," Talluto 

said. 
Candidates are not allowed to 

spend more than $1,200 per slate and 
$1,000 for each candidate running 
without a slate. 

They cannot receive any dona
tions and they must give a report 
of their expenses to the Election 
Committee before the end of voting 
week. 

Campaigning may not take place 
within 10 feet of any official poll
ing place which includes any official 
University computer lab and any 
other location deemed necessary by 
the elections committee. 

Voting for SGA Elections will 
begin on Monday April 14 and end 
Friday March 18. 

Ballots will be posted on the SGA 
Web site and voters must login with 
their MyGateway ill .and password. 

The election committee and The 
Current will be holding a SGA de
bate at noon on Thursday, April 10. 
Students are welcome to come to the 
debate to hear what the candidates 

. have to say and to ask questions to 
those running for SGA. 

SG,« Executive Responsibilities 
·~GA Pre5ident SGA Vice · President' SGA Comptroller 
.. 

, . 

Presiding. Chair of the Execu- ; • 
rive Committee of the Student , 
Government Association As~ 

sembly 
fntetview and hire staff for the 
Student Government Associa- ' 
tion Offices. 
Serve as a non-voting member • 
of the Assembly, with the ex
ception of ex.ercising a veto. 
Student Government A socia
tion Liaison to the Chancellor 
and University AsSembly. 
Represent UM-Stl ouis at 
meetings of the UM Board of 
CUrators, IntercCampu Student 
Council (fSC), and Associated 
Students of the University of 
Mi sOUli (ASUM), when nec
essary .. 

Assume the duties of the Presi~ t • 

dent in t-l;1e event of the Presi~. : 
dent's absence. 
Coordinator of all Stu1i~lit Gov
-ernment Ass.ociation and Aj
sembly committees and special 
boards. ' 
Serve as a member of the In
ter-Campus Stude1)f Council 
(lSC), and Assooiated Students 
of fhe University of Missouri 
(ASUM). when necessary. 
Serve as a uon-voting member • 
of the Assembly. with the ex
ception of exercising a veto. 
Shall work a minimum of ten 
hours per week on the duties of 
the office. 

. Report matters concerning the ' 
office of the President to the 
SUI dent Gm·ernmenf Associa
tion Assembly. 

List compiled from the current SGA 
Constitution. This list is not all inclu-

Work a nritrimunl f ten h 
per ,,,,.eek on the dunes of the 
office. 

sil'e. To ,·jell" the ful/list of fffSponsi
bilitie ,·i·11 th SG. m., si~ at hrtp:/.' 
WII,...1Imsl. edl{/ ludentlifelsga. 

Administer tile funds of the of
fice of the Student Qov~ent ' 
Association..and wbefi a TTea~ -

. surer's signature is required for 
SOA business, the comptroller 
shall sigp. as Tre~ of the 
SGA. 
Shall draft, in eotlsultation with 
the SOA President, for approval 
by the assembaly, the SGA bud
get request for the succeeding 
fiscal year. 
Serve as Chair of the Student 
Activities Budget Committee 
(SABC). 
lnterview candidates for place
ment on the SABC 
fusure Student Activity Fund
ing is used as designated by or
ganizations receiving funding 
from the SABe. 
Serve as a non-voting member 
of the Assembly. with the ex
ceptio~ of exercising a veto. 
SlWf cIIrlc It" minimum of ten 
hours -per week on the duties of 
the office. 

ReJay For Life of the 
University of Missouri - Saint Louis 
April 11-12, 2008 • 7 aem. - 7 p.m,l 

At the MSC L,akes 
Teams should arrive by noon on Friday to pick their campsites. 

Also, please show your support at Bank Night on Thursday, 
A,oril10 at 4:30 p.m. In the SGA Chambers. 

umslreJay.com re iayforl ife@umsl.edu 

-- -~ --- ---- - - -- ---

DREAM ... 
Anthem individual healthcare plans are designed 
to fit your growing needs. 

Solutions with choices are easy, just call 
NICK MORAN 

314-923-5526 or 866-392-6952 
www.nickmoran-insurance.com 

"'1!'~:;'II'.1."'.;iJ i. ~Si..'t~tr.»~~~5')e:II~tt!lJItterolltf l;fh'tit".rtillW 
.lir4lr! ~,I!T;. ' P.lH. heC.'Vv~'I$It!l'liItrt::A'(e~J~l"IJt!.;,,( r'I."a 
~..:'I.!~~ Soi ;;'T::iI'U-.. ~~v.lIIt?t ed.-n'.:.Ie:·~_,~~tQtIw;v;,¥; 
mll~~.I>"I]if"".$;h:.· i{lI(lltL$rJln:. jlr At!ln!·..a'lml~I!',; !lIfj~t1t 
~.I1.'~~a·~·~~d~tm~r!QII!"R.a~ 
~t'1trJer.u:bJ",:X.d~SIl~ • ":I . .I;!-JUH!i:3i1~~~. 
-,n[ lIt.t; f .. ~ i"tl t.ttftiftJfi"!l<. ... '"~llrl.'!ISiM!J!(lP.tlta "2'ul' f:.tl...:! ~rasG 
a:t~~.u:.~~~ 

J ,.... ..... 
.:;;;;J • r ..-

_DR to and from 

or campus 
from your cell. 

Check out this link for more sofety tips. 

http://safety.umsl.edu/police/access.html 

Sponsored by the Chancellor's Task Force on Gender Issues 
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MOVIE OPENINGS 

OPENING 
FRIDAY, 
APRIL 11 
(subject to change) 

STREIT KINGS 
Keanu Reeves, Forest 
Whitaker and Hugh 
Laurie in a gritty drama 
about a cop seeking to 
clear his name from an 
implication in another 
murder. Director David 
Ayer wrote the screen
play for cop drama 
"Training Day." 

PROM NIGHT 
Horror film about teens 
stalked on the night of 
their prom. It has the 
same name as an older 
film but is not actu-
ally a remake, report
edly more thriller than 

. gore fest. Stars Brittany 
Snow 

SMART PEOPLE 
Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Dennis Quaid, Thomas 
Haden Church and Ellen 
Page star in a dysfunc
tional family comedy. 
At the Plaza Frontenac 
Theater 

BOARDING GATE 
Multinational under
world thriller, with 
kinky stuff, chases and 
murder, with Michael 
Madsen and sexy lead
ing lady Asia Argento. 
In English French and 
Cantonese. At the Tivoli 
Theater 

TOP iTUNES 
DOWNLOADS 

1.4 Minutes (feat. Justin 
Timberlake) - Madonna 

2. Bleeding love -
Leona Lewis 

3. Touch My Body -
Mariah Carey 

4. Lollipop -
Lil Waybe 

5. No Air-
Jordin Sparks & Chris Brown 

6.love in this Club -
Usher 

7. Sexy Can I (feat. Yung 
Berg) - Ray J 

8. See You Again -
Miley Cyrus 

9.Stop and Stare -
OneRepublic 

10. Beat It (feat. John 
Mayer) - Fall Out Boy 
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MOVIE REVIEW 
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RESTAURANT REVIEW 

Royal eats 
offered at 
Crown Candy 
Kitchen 

By ANGIE SPENCER 

Proofreader 

Hidden in a part of town that to 
many screams "Danger! Danger, 
\Vlil Robinson," is a soda fountain
meets-diner establishment by the 
name of Crovm Candy Kitchen. 

Since 1913 (when it was opened 
by Harry Karandzieff and his best 
friend Pete Jugaloft), this small busi
ness has been dishing out some of 
the best malts, shakes and diner food 
one could ever taste. 

While the location in Old North 
St. Louis might make some wary, do 
not let the rough looking surround
ings deter a trip. The food is more 
than worth it. 

Counterleiting team Adolf (August Diehl), Solomon (Karl Markovics), Atze (Veit Stiibner) and Dr. Klinger (August Zirner) in the biggest 
counterleiting scam of all time. The film won the 2008 Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film and is directed by Stefan Ruzowitzky_ 

The ham and cheese sandwich is 
chocked full of exactly that. . . ham 
and cheese. The sand'\\cich is at least 
two inches tall and the perfect con
sistency of delicious cheese and de
lectable ham make it a delight. Along 
with the sandwich come chips and a 
pickle. Hope you are hungry. 

'Counterteiters' tells of Nazi scam 
If bacon is a staple of your diet, 

order the BLT. Tf the ham and cheese 
is chock full of its ingredients, then 
the BLT is piled high with thick, 
cooked-to-perfection bacon. There 
is more bacon on this sandwich than 
you could dream would find its way 
on to a piece of bread. Chips and a 
pickle come with this also. 

By CATE MARQUIS 

A&EEdilor 

In WWII, the Nazis hatched a 
plan to use concentration camp in
mates to counterfeit Allied currency, 
the largest counterfeiting operation 
in history. Ironically, the operation 
was headed by a master counterfeiter 
who happened to be Jewish. 

This true story is the basis for 
the Oscar-winning Austrian drama 
"The Counterfeiters," which recently 
made its local debut at Plaza Fronte
nac Cinema. "The Counterfeiters," 
in German, Russian, English and He
brew, with English subtitles, deserv
edly won the 2008 Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film. 

Like several re
cent films about the 

central character whose cynical atti
tude is worn away by contact with the 
people who' share his experiences. 

When the affable but coolly con
trolled nightclub owner Salomon 
"Sally" Sorowitsch (Karl Markov
ics), is arrested by the azi police in 
latc 1930s Gennany, it is for trying 
to counterfeit Americ:-an dollars, not 
for being Jewish. The bohemian So
rowitsch is largely indifferent to his 
Jewish heritage cynic311y remarking 
that the Jews are pers~cuted because 
"they don't know how to adapt." Sal
ly is very good at adapting, a likeable 
rogue with a dry wit, who slips pass 
most trouble. 

The Nazis are another matter. 
They ship him off to a labor camp 

with other crimi

Holocaust, "The 
Counterfeiters" is a 
survivor's tale but it 
is fraught with mor
al gray areas in the 
choice between per
sonal survival and 
aiding the enemy. 
The powerful dra
ma explores these 
moral nuances, in 
its carefully con
structed unfolding 
of events, where the 
right choice is not 

The Counterfeiters 

***** 
nals, where Sorow
it5ch witnesses and 
endures Nazi bru
tality. Fatalistic in 
his view- of events, 
he chooses to focus 
on self-preservation 
and starts looking 
for an opportunity 
to better his per
sonallot. Above all 
else, Sorowitsch is 
a survivor. 

always so clear. The 

Director: Stefan Ruzowitzky 

Stars: Karl Markovics, 
August Diehl, August Zirner 
and Devid Striesow 

Synopsis: True story about 
Nazi counterfeiting British 
and American money to un
dermine economic stability 
of the Allies 

When the Nazis 
decide to produce 
counterfeit British 

film also features a strong, dramati
cally subtle perfonnance in the lead 
role of the master counterfeiter, Salo
mon "Sally" Sorowitscb, played with 
great restraint by actor Karl Markov
ics. The film has moral complexity 
but it also has great bumanity, with a 

and American cur
rency, with the goal of undennining 
the economic stability of the Allies, 
they naturall y want the master coun
terfeiter in charge. They transfer him 
to the Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp to head up "Operation Bern
hard," to be the biggest counterfeit 

Solomon and Die Rothaarige (Dolores Chaplin) in 'The Counterleit
ers." The movie is based on a book by the real Adolf BUrger. 

money scam of all times. The op
eration's director. Stunnbannfuhrer 
Herzog (Devid Striesow), assembles 
of a collection of printers, forgers, 
papennakers, engravers and bank:
ers to work under Sorowitsch in 
the counterfeiting operation. All the 
team members understand the penal
ties for failure to both cooperate and 
achieve the Nazis' goals, while fac
ing the dilemma of helping the Nazi 
war effort. 

Among those on the counterfeit
ing team are master printer and com
munist activist Adolf Burger (Au
gust Diehl), physician Dr. Klinger 
(August Zimer) and young Russian 
art student Kolya Karloff (Sebastian 
Urzendowsky). Burger is a young 
idealist who published a communist 
newspaper before he and his beau
tiful young bride were sent to Aus
chwitz. For young Kolya, everyone 

develops a protective fondness, par
ticularly fellow Russian and fomler 
an student Sorowitsch. 

Superb acting ensures that the 
powerful drama avoids melodramat
ic pitfalls. The director studiously 
avoids cliched characters. Each is 
fresh and human in their complexity. 

The dramatic center of the :film 
largely hinges on Sorowitsch. Sally is 
a flinty character, with a fatalistic and 
ironic sense of humor, played bril
liantly by Markovics. The counter
feiter is an unlikely well ofhl.lmanity 
yet clearly admired by the other in
mates for his leadership. Markovics 
deftly underplays his character, with 
a rugged face that hardly moves, 
making the times Markovics' charac
ter struggles with some of those dif
ficult choices all the more effecting. 

See COUNTERFEITERS, page 9 

The chili alone is worth the trip. 
Cooked without beans, it is some of 
the heartiest, most filling chili. You 
expect restaurant chili and what you 
get is a better than homemade bowl 
of perfectly seasoned, incredibly fla
Yorful chili. 

If chocolate or strawberry or va
nilla or really anything sweet is more 
your style, enjoy a rich malt or shake. 
If you would rather not have the cold 
and just have the chocolate. there is 
a display case showing off all of the 
delectable sweets the kitchen makes 
in-house as well . 

Think you can drink five malts or 
shakes in 30 minutes? Take the chal
lenge. If you succeed, the drinks are 
on the house and you get your name 
inscribed on a plaque. If you do not, 
then you have to pay for them. 

See KITCHEN, page 9 

Crown Candy Kitchen 

***** Located at 1401 St. Louis Avenue 
in 51. Louis city 

314-621-9650 

Hours: 
Mondays -Thursdays 
10:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Fridays-Saturdays 
10:30 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Sundays 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Dance St Louis, Touhill announce 'Spring To Dance' fest 
By CATE MARQUIS 

A&E Editor 

Want to impress your significant 
other? Take her to the dance. Dance 
St. Louis and the Touhill have just 
the ticket for you. 

Dance St. Louis, the area's pre
mier presenter of dance, and the 
Touhill Performing Arts Center an
nounced the new "Spring To Dance 
Festival" on the TouhiU's Anheuser
Busch Performance Hall stage last 
Tuesday, April I , at a 10 a.m. press 
conference. 

The new annual festival of dance 
will take place over the Memo
rial Day weekend, May 22-24 at the 
Touhill Perfonning Arts Center. 

Live performance, whether the
ater or dance, is a marvelous experi
ence, but the higher price compared 
to a movie means many younger peo
ple rarely, if ever, go to Jjve perfor
mances, not matter how enjoyable. 
Often, they do not even know what 
they are missing. 

Dance St. Louis and the Touhill 
PAC have the solution with the 
Spring To Dance Festival, a remark
able new annual three-day program 

that offers world-class dance perfor
mances for little more than the price 
of a movie ticket. 

Spring To Dance Festival was 
inspired by an event in New York. 
One New York dance company con
cerned that price was keeping people 
from developing a taste for dance 
launched a program where you could 
get a ticket for a world-class dance 
perfonnance for $10, less than the 
price of a movie tickets in New York. 
They called the program "Fall For 
Dance." 

Now Dance St. Louis is bringing 
the same idea to the Touhill PAC, 
with the Spring To Dance Festival. 
The year1y festival of dance will 
bring dance troupes from around the 
world to perform here. Each night 's 
program will be different. 

Spring To Dance Festival is all 
about the number three . During the 
three-day Spling To Dance Festi
yal, over 30 dance companies from 
around the world will participate. 

The price is $30 for three days, 
just $10 a night,. which makes it a 
true bargain, 

EYery evening of the festival is a 
triple bill of events. Doors will open 

at 5 p.rn. for demonstrations, and 
information booths from local arts 
and education organizations in the 
Touhilliobby. 

Starting at 6 p.m., the Toubill 's 
smaller Lee Theater will feature 
perfonnances by outstanding region 
dance troupes. 

At 8 p,m. ; it is the evening's main 
event, featuring a world-renowned 
dance troupe in the Touhill's big A-B 
Performance Hall. 

You can find a complete list of 
the featured dance troupes, as well 
as infonnation about each ofthem, at 
the Dance St. Louis website at http: // 
springtodance.com/, if you click on 
Spring To Dance. 

Spring To Dance Festiyal will be 
another first for the area. World-ac
claimed stars will be featured along 
with the best rising young troupes 
from the Midwest region. 

Dance styles will range from 
flamenco and tap to ballet and jazz. 
There will be cutting-edge contem
porary and cross-cultural fusions as 
well. 

See DANCE, page 9 

COlirlesv 

DEiborah-Dawn Kettentanz of the Joffrey Ballet will be part of the 
S.,ring to Dance Festival 2008 at the Touhill. The festival runs 
from May 22~24 and is sponsored by Dance STL and will feature 
over 30 dance companies from throughout the midwest. 
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It is a brilliant performance. 
Other actors likewise turn in 

strong performances. August Diehl 
is affecting as the idealistic Burger, 
a foil for Sorowitsch's practicality 
and surviva\ instincts. Burger is will
ing to sacrifice himself, as well as 
others, for the greater good but Au
gust Diehl keeps the character sym
pathetic rather than melodramatic. 
Likewise, August Zimer, as the phy
sician who soothingly misdirects tbe 
Nazis in order to save the lives of 
some of the prisoner, creates a vivid 
character. Sebastian Urzendowsky 
as young Kolya, admiring Sorow
itsch like a father, creates believable, 
multi-layered character. Actor Devid 
Striesow's Nazi leader Herzog seems 
a pleasant, almost reasonable person 
on the surface but there is an oily op
portunism undemeath. 

Writer/director Stefan Ruzowitz

Icy has created a story that mirrors the 
morally complexity of the real, filled 
with characters that are more than 

the one-dimensionally heroic figures 
one might expect in a story of Holo

caust survivors. They are real people, 

.~I!~.'::1~.~,fr.o~7pase .~ .... 

Do not expect the waitresses to 
write down your order like in most 
other restaurants, because they will 
not do it. Your entire order is memo
rized and comes out exactly how you 
ordered it. When they have to do this 
with over a dozen tables, it is a pretty 
impressive feat. 

Crown Candy Kitchen is like a 
home away from home. When you 
walk in, you feel most welcomed, 
despite the usual crowd and small 
interior (It seats arOlmd 50 people at 
a time). The environment is friendly 
because the low booth walls allo\'i 
you to talk to the people sitting next 

The organizer of Spring To Dance, 
Dance St. Louis. is not a dance com
pany but a dance presenting organi
zation that has brought the best in 
dance, from ballet to modem, to St 
Louis for over 40 years. 

with human shortcomings, and their 
flawed humanity only sharpens the 
story. 

Ruzowitzky, who co-wrote the 
screenplay from the book by t!he real 
Adolf Burger, wisely restricts what 
the audience sees to the viewpoint 
of the inmates in the counteifeiting 
compound. The counterfeiting crew 
is kept isolated from the rest of the 
camp, getting better food, real beds 
and an exercise yard. They hear 
faintly what goes on beyond the high 
fence that circles their compound but 
they, and we in the audience, see only 
the sky above and their work area. In 
their marginal comfort, the prison
ers share stories of other camps and 
speoulate on what might be happen
mg. 

Every shot in the film is from the 
point of view of the prisoners. The 
film is shot in shades of grey, un
derlining the doubts and moral grey 
areas where they tread, balanced 
between cooperating enough to stay 
alive and failing to aid the Nazi war 
effort. 

Ironies are also everywhere in the 

to you, and talk they will. 
To 'drive this point home, on the 

day of this review, there were six 
Army Reserve members eating at 
the restaurant. They gave their credit 
cards to the waitress who then re
turned with them moments afterward 
with no receipts. It turns out that two 
older women in the restaurant had 
paid for their entire bill. They both 
wanted to remain anonymous but 
the waitress and the Army Reserve 
members would not have it. A little 
while later, each and every one of 
them came up to personally thank 
the women. 

hop. The dancers include renowned 
classic troupes and cutting-edge art
ists. 

Among the dancers and dance 
troupes they have brought to the 
area arc STO.tvfP. American Ballet 
TIleatre. Joffrey Ballet. Riverdance. 

1l:hc O:urrcnt 

film. The counterfeiters work to the 
strains of light operetta, a historically 
accurate detail. As the work crew is 
assembled, a group of bankers object 
to being forced to work for a criminal 
like Sorowitseh, citing that they are 
honest, moral men who should not be 

. forced to work with scum, much to 
the amusement of both the Nazis in 
charge and Sorowitsch himself. Ar
riving new:' crew members are given 
regular men's suits to replace their 
prison unifonns but shudder to find 
other people's name sewn into them. 
Sorowitsch dons his suit without 
blinking but adds an ascot he fash
ions from a rag, perhaps in part to ir
ritate the Nazi guards. Yet, the issue 
of "survivors guilt" is also raised. 

While "The Counterfeiters" is not 
the one definitive Holocaust film by 
any means, it is yet another survi
vors' tale well told, and each tale re
told ensures remembrance of some
thing that should not be forgotten. 
As a film experience, the well-made, 
powerful and very human drama 
"The Counterfeiters" is well worth 
the effort. 

As a sign of appreciation, the res

taurant gave the women complimen
tary candy caramel apples. 

Located at 1401 St. Louis Av
enue, the restaurant is open Monday 
through Thursday, 10:30 a.m. until 
8 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 10:30 
a.m. until 10 p.m., and Sunday, II 
a.m. until 6 p.m. For more informa
tion, go to http://www.crowncan
dykitchen.net. 

A word of warning though, go 
earlier rather than later in the day, 
especially during EasterlLentiChrist
mas because the line will be out the 
door and around the comer. 

community groups and schools to 
promote interest in dance. 

Dance St Louis' next program, 
the last of their regular season, will 
be the Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, on April II and 12 at the 

a Graham Danee @m~ , is presented 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, Tap Dogs their programs almos exclusively at 

Page 9 

also} don 't forget the 

CAND DATE 
DEBATE! 
hosted by the current and sga 

April 10th at NOON 
in the SGA Chambers 

t T ' " . t 

The organization was fonned 
""irh rhe idea of bringing t.he best in 
danc.e. to St. Louis, and their dance 
offerings include the full spectrum of 
dance, from classical ballet, contem
porary ballet, and modern dance to 
ethnic, ballroom, tap, jazz, and hip-

and Pi lobo Ius. .. .. .. .. .... .. _ ... .......... the .. Fox.Theater, .out .. iR-.recent.y.ear&, .. . 
The danc.e programs are preced- they have more often brought their 

ed by an infOlmative talk on dance wonderful dance program to the 
and the organization also works with beautiful Touhill PAC. 

to vote visit the student life website! 

WE WANT YOUR 2008 RELAY FOR LIFE PHOTOS 
Send us your photos of Relay for Life April 11-12 and we 

wil l publish them in a special online photo gallery on our 

Web site. Send photos to: thecurrent@umsl.edu 

Wallyball T .. iples 
Date: April 2 I 

Time: Mo 6:4S-9pm 

PI ce: M rk Twain RB C 

Sign Up by: Thurs 4/1 

Divison: Mens, Co-Ed 

Softbal BBQ 
te: Apr ~ 

Time: Sa 12·Spm 

lace: Softball Fie 

Sign Up by: :rho s /10 

Division: Co-Ed 

~ IT . Cellular 
u.s. C~ is wireless 
where matter most~ 

~--~~-- - . -------------------------- - -

KickbaU Volleyball 
Date: rll 9 & 10 Date. APril 14 

Time: Wed/Thurs 2·Spm 

Place: Mark Twain Rec Field 

Time; Mon 6:4S-9pm 

Place: Mark Twain Gym 

Sign Up by: ThufS 4/10 19n Up by: Mon 4/1 

:Division: Mens, Wome s 

6:6 f rmat: One Night Tourney 6:6 

MirttidayVoUeybail 
o e: Ap I 

Time: Wed I a -3pm 

Place: 'rthday 

Sign Up by: on 4/14 

Divis! : Open 

Format: Play for Fu & Free T-Shirt! 

getlls G. I ~ (l l ll 1-888-SUY-USCl' 
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ATHLETE 
OF THE WEEK 

Ally DeFosset 

The junior fireballer 
carried the Tritons this 
weekend, hurling two 
dazzling complete game 
wins and saving another. 
Her shut-out against #21 
Lewis was her eighth win 
of the year. She has now 
struck out 128 batters 
and walked only 39 in 
104.1 innings this year, 
with an opponents' av
erage of .182. 

UPCOMING GAMES 

Softball 
Apri l 9 
at Missouri 5&T (dh) 
2 p.m. 

p,pril 12-1 3 
at Central Missouri Tour
nament 

Baseball 
April ' 'I 
at Missouri 5&T 
3 p.m. 

April 12 
at Missouri 5&T (dh) 
1 p,m, 

AprilB 
at Missouri S& T 
1 p.m. 

Women's Tennis 
April 11 
at Indianapolis 
2 p.m. 

April 12 
at Northern Kentucky 
10 a.m. 

Men's Tennis 
Apri l 11 
at Indianapolis 
2 p.m. 

April 12 
at Northern Kentucky 
10 a,m. 
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Softball 

Danny Reise' AlsistlI1!I1'boA1 &Ii.,. 

UM·St. Louis catcher easy Dierkes attempts to score on Kelly Essner's double in the third inning of Saturdays first game against Wisconsin·Parkside University. Dierkes was 
called out on the play, but the Tritons ended up winning the game 2·1 and completed the doubleheader sweep against the Rangers later in the afternoon. 

Tritons hit the right pitch during homestand 
UMSL hands Lewis its 
first conference loss 

By LAGuAN FUSE 

Sports Editor 

UM·St. Louis senior Allyson De
Fosset pitched a complete game shut
out against nationally ranked Lewis 
on SlUlday. 

The Tritons handed the Flyers their 
first conference loss of the season as 
they picked up the 2-0 win. DeFos
set gave up only four hits in the game 
and recorded eight strikeouts against 
the Flyers. 

"It is pretty big to give them (Lew
is] their first conference loss " DeF as
set said. "That is what we wanted to 
do. We feel like we are on a roll now, . 
it was pretty nerve racking but we 
came out on top." 

The Tritons got on board in the 
bottom of the third inning when Kel
ly Essner hit a two-run single. Megan 
BlWlsman and Jessica Keirn scored 
the runs in the inning for the Tritons. 

The Flyers came close to tying the 
game in the top of the second when 
Kelly Dianis hit a double to center to 
centerfield. Carissa Castonzo repre
sented the tying run for Lewis. Cas
tonzo was out on a fly to center and 
Dianis was tagged out at second. 

"We just faced their number one 
pitcher, so now we can relax a little 
bit," DeFosset said. "It feels better to 
win the first game and go into the sec· 
and game with momentum. 

With the win, the Tritons not 
only handed Lewis their first confer
ence loss, but the win was the fourth 
straight for the Tritons, their longest 
winning streak of the season. 

(ABOVE) Steve Porter, junior, 
outfielder, drove in a run during 
the Tritons' 2-0 lead in the first 

game of the doubleheader Satur· 
day against SIU·Edwardsvilie. 

(RIGHTI Brady Decker pitched 
a strong six innings during the 

Tritons' first game against SIU· 
Edwardsville on Saturday night. 

Photos by: Danny Reise • Assistant photo Edito,. 

"A fier yesterday, it [the season J 
took a turn for the good," DeFosset 
said. "We were bumpy here and there, 
not hitting very well, but I think we 
are heading on the right track now. 
I think we are going to cruise from 
here." 

The Tritons were W1able to cruise 
to five straight wins as the Flyers 
broke the \ inning streak of UM- St. 
Louis with a 5-2 win . 

The Tritons got on board in the 
first inning when Megan Riggs scored 
on single by Ja Cee Ellis. The Fly
ers came ba k in the third inning with 
two runs in the third before UM-St. 
Loui was able to s ore again. 

Dana Essner scored on a hit to 
third by Ellis. Lew;s came back with 
a two-run homer in the sixth and add
ed another rlUl in the seventh for the 
5-2 win. 

Crystal Koehler started the game 
for UM-St. Louis and gave up two 
runs on five hits . DeFosset picked up 
the loss in the game for the Tritons as 
she pitched three innings and gave up 
five hits. 

The Tritons are now 6-6 in the 
GLVC and 13-17 overall. The Flyers 
are 24-10 overall and 9-1 in the con
ference. 

TIle next game for the Tritons will 
be an away double-header against 
Missouri S&T on April 9. 

The next home games for UM-St. 
Louis will be a non-conference dou
bleheader on April 15, against Hills
dale College. GLVC play will resume 
at home on April 17, when thve Tri
tons face off against Quincy. 

DalVlY Reise • Al:!istmtl PboIO ELiilor 

UM·St. Louis junior Allyson DeFosset pitched a complete game in 
Saturday's first game against Wisconsin·Parkside University. De
Fosset allowed only one run and no walks in the Tritons' 2·1 win 
against the Rangers. 

Baseball 

Team sweeps 
doubleheader 
against Rangers 

By LAGUAN FUSE 

Sports EdilO r 

The UM-St. Lows softball team 
swept Wisconsin-Parkside on ApIi! 
5. The Tritons won both games 2-
1 and started a three-game winning 
streak. UM·St. Louis improved to a 
12-16 overall record on the season 
after the wins 

The scheduled home-opener for 
the Tritons was moved to Linden
wood University due to field condi
tions. but the Tritons did not let that 
stop them from playjng. 
",J The Tritons entered the game 3-5 
in the GLVC. but the team bl'Ought 

. that record to 5-5 after the yictories 
in the doubleheader. Allyson DeFos
set pitched the complete game for 
the Tritons and gave up only one 
lUleamed run on two hits. DeFos
set faced 26 batters in the game and 
struck out eight. 

Meagan Shimkus pitched the 
complete game for Wisconsin- Park
side and gave up two runs, one lUl
earned, on 10 hits. Shimkus faced 36 
batters and walked four in the game 
and struck out four. 

Wisconsin-Parkside got on board 
first when they scored on an error in 
the fourth inning. The Tritons were 
not able to get on the scoreboard un
til the sixth inning when Kelly Essner 
scored on a single by Jessica Keirn. 

See SOFTBALL, page 14 

Bats fall silentvs. SlUE 
By TOM SCHNABLE 

Assistant Sports Editor 

With the weather altering UM-St. 
Louis four-game home stand with 
SIU-Edwardsville, tbe Tritons were 
forced to playa doubleheader Satur
day versus the Cougars before doing 
it again on Sunday. SIUE took both 
games of the twin tilt on Saturday, 
defeating the Tritons 10-5 in the first 
game and shutting them out 7-0 in the 
nightcap. 

In the first match up, UM-St. Louis 
took a 2-0 lead in the bottom half of 
the first inning. Runs scored on RBI 
at-bats by senior John Kalb and junior 
Steve Porter. 

The Tritons and Cougars ex
changed runs in the second, with ju
nior Andy Ford collecting the RBI for 
the home side, and UM-St. Louis held 
a 3-1 Jead. 

In the top of the third, SIUE touched 
up Triton starter Brady Decker for 
three runs on four hits and an error to 
grab a 4-3 lead. The Cougars made it 
8-3 in the sixth, chasing Decker for se· 
nior Dan O'Heron, who failed to hold 
the SIUE bats down. 

UM-St. Louis answered with two 
runs in the bottom of the ninth, but it 
was too little, too late, as SIUE won 
the optmer. 

As for the second game, SIUE 
jumped 00 the Tritons from the start, 

taking a 1-0 lead in the top of the 
first. 

The Cougars roughed up UM-St. 
Louis starter Linds Prestia in the fourth 
for two runs, and chased him early on 
in the fifth after adding another three 
to take a 6-0 lead. 

SIUE added one more nm, and the 
Triton bats remained silent all game, 
as the Cougars cruised to the victory 
in a seven inning-shortened game. 

In the two games, seniors Decker 
and Prestia combined for only 9.1 in
nings pitched, while allowing 17 hits 
and 14 runs (only 10 of which were 
earned.) At the same time, UM-St. 
Louis bats mustered up 11 hits (only 
four in the second game), five runs and 
struck out nine times. 

The game times on Sunday, with 
the first pitch in the opener scheduled 
for 2 p.m., did not allow for the results 
to be posted in The Current. 

With the two losses, the Tritons 
dropped to 11·15, 6-8 in the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference, which 
leaves UM-St. Louis in fourth-place in 
the Western Division. SIUE improved 
to 13-13 overall, and at 7 -7, passed the 
Tritons into third in the division. 

Unless the two teams meet in the 
GLVC tournament, Sunday's games 
were the last time UM-St. Louis and 
SlUE are scheduled to meet as confer
ence rivals, with SlUE poised to make 
the jump to Division-I starting next 
year. 

• 
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Golf 

UMSL linksters 
, find the fairways 

By SCOTT LAVE LOCK 

Staff Writer 

The Triton golf teams have both 
come out firing in recent weeks, with 
the women starting their season vic
toriously over Lindenwood in Flori
da,. and the men showing strong im
provement by finishing fourth out of 
eight teams at the Bellarmine Invite 
and fifth out of 11 at the Wisconsin
Parkside Invite. 

also played well, both shooting an 81 
and a 75 on respective days to finish 
15th 

"Cochran and Penfield are turning 
some heads with their ability to make 
the transition from high school to col
lege so well," Ashby said. "They are 
competing for Freshmen of the Year 
honors in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference as a result of their strong 
play last fall and early this spring." 

t:hc Q:urrrnt 

STATS CORNER 

MEN'S TENNIS WOMEN'S TENNIS 

GLVC Standings GLVC Standings 
Team Conf. Overall Team Cant. 

(W-L) (W-L) (W-L) 
Rockhurst 6-0 7-1 Drury 6-0 
Drury 6-0 12-2 Northern KY 4-1 
UM-St. Louis 5-0 9-4 Indianapol is 4-2 
Bellarmine 4-2 9-5 SIU-Edwardsville 4-2 
SIU-Edwardsville 3-3 8-7 Bellarmine 4-2 
Southern Indiana 3-3 6-9 Quincy 3-3 
Quincy 2-3 7-10 Rockhurst 3-3 
Northern KY 1-4 4-10 St. Joseph's 2-4 
St. Joseph's 0-5 6-8 UM-St. Louis 2-4 
Indianapol is 0-5 2-11 Southern Indiana 2-4 
Lewis 0-5 0-9 KY Wesleyan 0-4 

Lewis 0-5 

Upcoming matches Upcoming Matches 
April 11 April 11 
at Indianapolis 2 p.m. at Indianapolis 2 p.m. 

April 12 Apri l 12 
at Northern KY 10 a.m. at Northern KY 10 a.m. 

f'v1en's Tennis 

Overall 
(W-L) 
13-2 
9-2 
8-7 
8-7 
7-7 
11-6 
4-5 
9-7 
4-7 
2-10 
2-5 
0-9 

BASEBALL 
GLVC West Standings 
Team 

Southern Indiana 
SIU-Edwardsville 
Drury 
Rockhurst 
UM-St. Louis 
Missouri S&T 
Quincy 

Upcoming Games 
April 11 

Canf. 
(W-L) 
13-2 
9-7 
7-6 
6-9 
6-10 
5-10 
5-11 

at Missouri S&T 3 p.m. 

Ap ril 12 
at Missouri S&T (dh) 1 p.m. 

April 13 
at Missouri S&T 1 p.m. 

Overall 
(W-L) 
22-11 
15-13 
17-11 
13-19 
11-17 
11-17 
11-18 
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SOFTBALL 
GLVC Standings 
Team Cant. Overall 

(W-L) (W-L) 
Lewis 9-1 24-10 
Southern Indiana 10-4 23-15 
Missouri S&T 10-4 19-14 
Indiana polis 8-4 22-18 
SIU Edwardsville 7-5 27-9 
UM-St. Louis 6-6 . 13-17 
Rockhurst 4-4 17-10 
Quincy 4-6 19-11 
UW-Parkside 3-5 16-11 
Saint Joseph's 3-5 11-16 
Northern KY 4-8 11 -1 9 
Bella rmine 4-8 13-27 
Drury 3-9 12-25 
KY Wesleyan 3-9 9-21 

Upcoming Games 
Ap ril 9 
at Misso uri S&T (dh) 2 p.m. 

Junior Sarah Cissell and fresh
man Ashley Stout tied for first indi
vidually with Lindenwood's Claudia 
Rojas in their meet, which took place 
March 27 at the World GolfHall-of
Fame's Slammer & Squire Course in 
St. Augustine, near Daytona Beach. 

The team continued to improve 
the next week at the Otter Creek Golf 
Club, where Wisconsin-Parkside 
hosted its tournament from March 
28-29. The Tritons finished just 13 
strokes off the title behind Grand 
Valley State, who had to edge India
napolis by a single shot. 

Tritons pick up six wins in a row 
Matt Winslow and Matt Thom

as, both juniors, have headlined the 
men's squad. Winslow finished lath 
at Bellarmine down in Louisville, and 
Thomas tied for ninth at the Parks ide 
Invite, which was held in Columbus, 
Ind. 

This comes after the men had a 
rough start, finishing ninth out of 10 
in their first tournament, and head 
coach Dustin Ashby said the other 
schools have started to notice the Tri
tons' improvement. 

"I regularly get comments from 
other coaches at our tournaments re
garding the talent we have," Ashby 
said. "Others are taking notice that 
we are headed in the right direction 
and could break through and win a: 
tournament any time at this stage" 

UM-St. Louis got off to a slow 
start on day one of the Bellannine 
Invite, held at the Persimmon Ridge 
Golf Club from March 24-25, but a 
strong second day allowed the Tri
tons to make up 12 shots on Find
lay University to pull into a tie for 
fourth overall and finish only 22 to
tal strokes behind Bellarmine for the 
championship. 

The Knights were also in come
back mode on day two, which al
lowed them to make up a deficit 
against Lewis University, who had 
led after the first day. 

Winslow's top finish for UM-St. 
Louis carne after shooting a 78 on the 
first day and a 77 on day two. Fresh
man Tim Cochran and Ryan Penfield 

Thomas, who shot a 71 arld then a 
78, led UM-St. Louis with the ninth 
place finish which is his best per
formance of the spring thus far. It is 
starting to show why the third-year 
player from Mehlville is ranked in 
the top 35 in the region. 

"He has a legitimate chance for 
post season consideration if he con
tinues to play well," Ashby said. 

Penfield was once again solid, 
finishing 13"1. Cochran was 21'\ and 
sophomore Tim Swoboda finished 
24th to continue the improvement of 
a youthful squad which has a six man 
line-up consisting of three juniors, a 
sophomore, and two freshmen. 

"We're a young team, so I expect 
to see consistent improvement as 
they are exposed to more competi
tion this spring," Ashby said. 

The lady linksters from UM-St. 
Louis outlasted Lindenwood by 10 
shots. Cissell and Stout were only 11 
strokes over par with their scores of 
83. Senior Erin Konkol finished in 
fifth with an 87, fellow senior Shan
non Val lowe was one spot behind af
er shooting 89, and sophomore Les
·e FJsch r finished ~ with a 91. 

Both eams were back in action 
this weekend. The women hosted the 
Gateway Ladies Collegiate Cham.
pionships at the Gateway National 
Golf Links in Madison, Ill. on Friday 
arld Saturday. 

The men traveled to Highland 
Heights, Ky., where Northern Ken
tucky hosted the Spring Regional 
from "friday through Sunday. 

By SCOTT LAVELOCK 

Sta!fWriter 

Just a few shorts weeks ago, 
tbings were not looking good for the 
UM-St. Louis men's tennis team. 
After seeing some tough competi
tion against Western Illinois and 
Northwest Missouri State, the Tri
tons' record had fallen to 3-4. Six 
matches and six wins later, it is a 
completely different story. 

"As a team I think we have all 
started to improve and play up to 
our potentiaL" senior captain Ryan 
Burgdorfer said. 

Even better news is tbat five of 
those six consecutive wins have 
come in conference play, putting 
UM-St. Louis at the top of the Great 
Lakes Valley Conference standings 
along with Rockhurst and Drury. 

"Rockhurst is a definite team to 
beat for us," BurgdOlfer said. "We 
had a tough loss to tbem last year, 
but all the matches were really close. 
That match could have gone either 
way and we just let it go to them. 
We are going to try and remedy that 
this y~r_ 

Head ach . . GyJ1<mborg 
agrees that the recent improvement 
of the team means this could be the 
year that the Tritons break through in 
those must win conference games. 

"I arn currently pleased with all 
of the men's doubles teams," Gyl
len borg said. "And Andi Dimke and 
Andreas Chemas have really stepped 
it up in singles." 

Danny Reise • .. \SSISIOIJf Pbotu F.i!UUf 

Junior Peter Hantack helped the Tritons men's tennis team have a winning weekend. 

The winning streak tarted afte r 
a tough 6-3 10 at orthwesl Mis
souri latc. currenlly rank d 33'" in 
the nation. on Aarch 14. 

Dimke. sophomore. came up 
with the only singles win for UM
St. Louis, a 6-4. 6-3 win over Jake 
Salusbury. 

He and Boris Simi . senior. 
teamed up for a doubles win as well. 
as did the team of Chemas. sopho
more, and junior Peter Hantack. The 

Tritons could not rack up any other 
wins. however, as freshman Tim 
Bryant's ankle inj ury still kept hi m 
out of ommission. 

'·We've had a few untimely in
juries," BurgdOlfer said. "That was 
a tough loss but overall the team 
played very well." 

With Bryant back in action on 
March 20, things started going the 
Tri tons way with a 9-0 road wallop
ing of Maryville. 

Each singles player and doubles 
team won agai.n the ne~t Lwo days, 
with home victorie over Lewis and 
Sr. Joseph ·s. 

On March 25, the Red and Gold 
won a home match against Lev;is 
& Clark Community Co llege. but 
because it was against a two-year 
schooL the match does not COllllt ill 
the team records. 

See MEN'S TENNIS. p(/ge /. 

, Despite injuries, team fights on, winning pair of GLVe matches 
By SCOTT LAVELOCK 

Staff· Iriiter 

With only six healthy players for 
much of the season and a spring that 
came late this year, the Triton wom
en's tennis team bas definitely had 
the cards stacked against it. 

But now that the temperatures 
have warmed up enough to allow the 
team to practice regularly, and with 
sophomore Stacy Goodman making 
the return from her ACL injury, UM
St. Louis has been able to rack up a 
couple of key conference wins. 

The first ofthose wins, on Mar. 2 I 
against Lewis, came on the day that 

Tee off with 
the latest in 
UMSL sports 

online at 
www.thecur

rentonline. 
com 

Goodman made her return to doubles 
play. 

"Now that we have Stacy back in 
the line up for doubles, and we bave 
gotten those two wins, I feel like the 
team is getting more confident," said 
junior tearn captain Adriana Garcia. 

That win over the Flyers was just 
what the doctor ordered for the ailing 
Tritons, who had suffered a pair of9-0 
losses in their previous two matches, 
a Mar. 10 home defeat against Mis
souri Southern and a Mar. 14 road 
loss to Northwest Missouri St. 

Under .500 for the first time all 
year, the red and gold responded 
by defending the home court in the 

Lewis match with a 5-4 win. Fresh
man Stephanie Thompson stepped 
up big, winning in both singles and 
doubles, both at the number one slot. 

Thompson outlasted Erin Piecho
cinski 6-2, 7-5 in the singles match 
after she and Garcia defeated Piecho
cinski arld Melanie Sandberg in dou
bles , 8-2. 

"Stephanie Thompson and Adri
ana Garcia are playing very consis
tently," head coach Rick Gyllenborg 
said. 

U1\1-St. Louis collected wins in 
the sixth singles and third doubles 
positions by default, leaving it up to 
one player to seal a Triton victOlY. 

That player turned out to he soph
omore Yuki Takashima. who came up 
with a big-time rally to beat Michelle 
Wright in the fifth singles slot. 

Taka~hima lost the first set 2-6, 
but came back to win the second by 
the sanlC score. The thi rd set went 
down to the v.ire, btlt Taka. hima wan 
it 7-6 by taking the tiebreaker 7-4. 

The Tritons 1-0 record in con
ference play did not last long, how
ever, as they lost the next day to St. 
Joseph's 5-4. 

Thompson and Garcia once again 
snatched a doubles \·ictory. 1S did the 
duo of Takashima and junior Molly 
Striler. Only nyo Tritons were able to 

Chiropractic 
Are You Ready to Accept the Challenge? 
The Logan Doctor of Chiropractic program includes extensive 
study in SCience, physiotherapy, nutrition, radiology, clinical 
sciences, chiropractic techniques, business training and 
extensive clinical rotations. 

Students also have the opportunity to combine their 
chiropractic education with a unique Master's degree in 
sports Science & Rehabilitation (MSjDC). 

Specialties Within Chiropractic: 
• Sports Rehab • General Practice 
• Pediatrics • Neurology 
• Geriatrics • Orthopedics 
• Radiology • Research 
• Acupuncture • Personal Injury 

Contact Logan University at www.logan.edu for 
an info packet to your future as a Doctor of 
Chiropractic, 

gamer singles wins .. though. Thomp
son won again. ihis time oyer Jordan 
Orner Witil both sets going 6-4. 

Freshman An.llie Gonzalez 
stepped up as well, beating Emily 
Theime 6-4, 7-5. 

The women then lost 9-0 at BeI
larrnine on Mar. 28, but bounced 

back the next day witil a 7-2 win at 
Kentucky Wesleyan. Striier, Gonza
lez, Takashima and Thompson each 
won in straight sets, with Thompson 
baving to capture her first set in a tie
break 

See WOMEN'S TENNIS. page 1-1 

Need some extra $$ ilill 
Work for us PART-TIME for 1-2 weeks 

at semester endings & beginnings!! 

We work around YOUR schedule, not ours! I 
Oni'.1 have a couple hours in the morning? just I 

a few in the afternoon? after class?? 

Itig perfect! 
Extra $$$, but no 1 ng t erm cotnJIlitrnent! 
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Roller Hockey 

No. 2 nationally ranked ritons prepare for tournament 
By Scon LAVELOCK 

Staff'>lriter 

Carrying an 18-3 record with 
them, the UM-St. Louis inline hock
ey team is all set for the Division-I 
National Col1egiate Roller Hockey 
Association Tournament in Colorado 
Springs beginning Wednesday. 

The Tritons, ranked second in the 
nation behind Lindenwood, will try 

to duplicate the success they had in 
the Great Plains regional tournament 
when they claimed the championship 
with a shocking 6-4 win over Lin
denwood. 

The national champion will come 
from a field of 20 teams, divided 
into five pools of four teams. After 
each team has played all of the other 

squads in their respective pool, they 
will move on to bracket play wbere 
the teams will be divided into two 
brackets of 10 teams each and be 
seeded based on their entire body of 
work throughout the season. 

The top six teams in each bracket 
will receive a first round bye, so it 
will be important for the Tritons to 
have a good showing in pool play, 
even though their success throughout 
the regular season will probably be 
enough to carry them to a respectable 
seed. 

"Our round robin pool is abso
lutely brutal," team president James 
Lambert said. "It will be extremely 
difficult to come out of it unbeaten." 

The Tritons' first match-up will be 
against Eastern Michigan (16-8-2) at 

6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. The Eagles 
feature controversial star player Ja
son Deskins, who at 29-years-old is a 
former professional ice hockey play
er that previously attended Miami 
(Ohio), where he was one of the top 
ice hockey players in the country. 

UM-St. Louis should not have to 
deal with any ringers the following 
day, when they face off with Colora
do State (15-3), the champions of the 
Rocky Mowltain region, at 10 a.m. 

The team will then look for re
venge at 8:45 p.m. that night when 
they play Stony Brook (17-5-2), who 
beat D1v1-St. Louis in the national 
semifinals of the Division-II tourna
ment last yeaI en route to a champi
onship win over St. Louis Univer
sity. 

Botb the Tritons and Seawolve" 
moved up to Division-I this year, 
though, and will be looking for a na
tional title in their first season at that 
level. 

UM-St. Louis goalie James Cash, 
graduate student, knows that in order 
for his team to succeed against this 
tough opposition, the Tritons will 
have to be able to control the tempo. 

"By controlling the pace of the 
game, we will be able to play smart 
and minimize the amount of time that 
our opponent has the puck," Cash 
said. "Another key element is play
ing smart defense. Also, connecting 
our passes should create more scor
ing chances." 

. It will be a lot of hard work not 
only for the Tritons' Division-I 

team, but also for their B Teanl. The 
NCRHA has a national tournament 
for the B Division as well, and the 
Tritons qualified for nationals with a 
record of 14-4-1. 

They, too, will play Eastern Mich
igan (11- J -1 )·to start off pool play on 
Friday. The next day they will play 
Penn State (13-4-3) before finishing 
pool play Sunday against UC-Santa 
Barbara's Gold Squad (14-3-4). 

As in Division-I, all teams in the 
B Division wilt advance to bracket 
play, where the 12 squads wilt be di
vided into two brackets of six teams 
each. The top two seeds in each 
bracket wilt get a bye. The Division-I 
championship game will be on Sun
day afternoon, with the B Division ti
tle match coming the following day. 

Tritons Tourney Schedule 
Division I Opponents 
Wednesday, April 9 - vs. 
Eastern Michigan (16-8-2) 

Thursday, April 10 - vs. 
Colorado State (15-3) 

Thursday, April 10 - v:>. 
Stony Brook (17-5-2) 

B Team opponents 
Friday, April 11 - vs. 
Eastern Michigan (11-1-1 ) 

Saturday, April 11 - vs. 
Penn State (13-4-3) 

Saturday, April 11 - vs. 
UC -Santa Barbara (14-3-4) 

All games played in Colorado'Springs, C%. 

----Meet the Tritons Roller Hockey Team----

Adam Clarke 
DefellSeman 

The UM-St. Louis inline hockey teams, bolll the Band Division-l teams, have legitamate shots at taking home national titles this week, something that the 
varsity sports on campus have been tillable to do recently. In fact, the last UM-St. Louis varsity teams to even make the national tournament in the NCAA were the 

men's tennis and baseball teams, who both made it in 2003. So who are these guys') Here is a look at some of the top players on the Tritons Division-I squad: 

At 6'0" , 200 Ibs., Adam Clarke, 
junior, is the team capta in, who has 
already won two 0-111 national titles at 
Scc. Clarke is second on the team in 
goals with 17 and 23rd in the nation in 
assists with 22. He has scored at least 
one point in 32 consecutive games. 

At 5'9", 160 Ibs, PJ Ta llo, fresh
man, is touted as one of the best 
players in 5t. Louis history. His wrist 
shot made him the leading scorer in 
Missouri high school history, and he 
scored his first collegiate goal just 12 
seconds into the first game this year. 
He is second in the nation in assists 

At 5'1 1 ", 195 Ib s, Thomas Ames, 
graduate student, is a six-year player 
for UM-St. Lou is and was a fi rst-team 
All-American in 2004 w hen the River
men won the national title, which they 
defended the next year. In 2006, he led 
the nation in shutouts and w inning per
centage and broke regional records for 

Thomas Ames goals against average and save percent-
Goalie age in a single season. 

At 6'0", 205 lbs., Andy Meade, 
sophomore, is another SCC transfer 
and is a wall on defense wi th h is physi
cal play and also possesses a powerful 
slapshot. His goal gave UM-St.Louis the 
lead for good in the historic win over 
Lindenwood, adding to his 17 regular 
season goals. 

At 5'10", 145 Ibs , James Cash, 
graduate student, had 33 saves on 
37 shots in the monumental regional 
tournament championship over Lin
denwood, becoming the f irst goalie in 
four years to beat the Lions and was 
a first-team All-American in D-II at SLU 
last year. He recorded four shutouts 

James Cash this year. 
Goalie 

At 5'9", 155 Ibs., Aaron Schulz, 
sophomore, is known as "Dutch," 
and was sixth in the region in scoring 
last year at Missouri State, where he 
scored an overtime goal to beat even
tual national runner-up SLU . This year, 
his smart and clutch play has led to 14 
goals and 6 assists. Back in high school, 

Doug Purk 
De/pI/seman 

At 5'9", 175 Ibs., Doug Purk, sen ior, 
has come up huge time and time again 
in his five years at UM-St. Loui s, with 
big goals in tournament action that 
have led to championships. Incuding 
post-season , he had 16 goals last year. 
In the final game against Lindenwood 
this year, he was hospita lized w ith a 
concussion, but made it back to the rink 
in time to see his team win the t itle. 

At 5'11, 170 Ibs., Eric Thompson, 
senior, was the "rookie" addition to 
the team, fin ish ing the season with 23 
goals in 24 games. His best offensive 
performance of the season was against 
Washington University on Nov. 4 with 
a hat trick in a back-and-forth to lead 
UM-St. Louis to an 8-6 victory. 

PHalio with 37, and his 19 goals ranks him Andy Meade 
De/ellsemoll 

Aaron Schulz he was second in the state in goals as 
Forward a sen ior. 

Eric Thompson 
Defimsemoll 

Foru:ard sixth in the Great Lakes region. 

Blake Propp 
Forlllard 

At 5'7", 145 Ibs., Blake Propp, 
sophomore, Joined the team at mid
season, and his three hat tricks helped 
him rack up 16 goals and 11 assists in 
his first 11 games. He is ranked 11 th 
in the region in goals despite playing 
only a little over half the year. 

At 5'7" , 170 Ibs., Ben Lambert, ju
nior, is also a six-year player and a true 
leader on the team. He can cover one 
lap around the rink in 13.41 seconds, 
and his great speed has allowed him to 
notch 51 goals over the course of his 
career. Three of his 13 goals during the 
regular season this year were game- . 

Ben Lambert winners. 
Foru'ard 

At 5'8", 165 Ibs., Jason Shields, 
Junior, mO'l ed to St. Louis after being 
displaced by Hurrica ne Katrina. The 
most physical player on the team, he 
has been known to drill goals from 
outside of 50 feet. Shields has notched 
a point in eight consecutive games at 

....... '--~--"""I!'\ I" one .li!OtnHtlis year, finishing with a to
tal of "\ J goals. Jeremy Scott 

Fonl'ard 

At 5' 1 0", 170 Ibs., Jeremy Scott, 
junior, led the B team to the national 
championship two years ago at linden
wood and fi nished 19th in the nation 
in goals. He scored 20 goa ls for UM-St 
Louis last year and went on to score 11 
more goals this season. 

Compiled by Scott Lavelock 

Attention May 2008 Graduates 

Top Organization seeking Physics, Chemistry and El1gineering MaJors 

- Benefits: 
0 Guaranteed starting salary up to $45,OOO! 

• PLUS $15,000 signing bonus 
• PLUS $2,000 bonus upon completion of initial training 

0 Also includes: 
• FREE Medical and Dental Benefits 
• FREE Graduate-Level training earning substantial credit 

towards a Master's Degree! 
• Qualifications: 

0 At least 18 years of age 
0 U.S. citizenship required 

TOTAL VALUE = $62,000+ 
(Your 1st year after graduation) 

For more information, please call 1·800-777-6289 
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STAFF VIEWPOINT 

Opening Day does not belong overseas 
If you have read my columns 

before, you may have noticed that I 
like this time of the year. One of the 
reasons is Opening Day of the Major 
League Baseball season. 

It is a grand institution in our coun
try. There is a reason why Thomas 
Boswell wrote a book called, "Why 
Time Begins on OpeniJ1g Day." Or 

tb.at George Vescey once said that it, 
"beats back the forces of darkness." 

Or that it has its own Wikipedia 

entry, which says that it signals, "a 
generational feeling of rebi11h." 

Opening Day has been beloved 
by fans since the first professional 
baseball team was established in 

Cincinnati back in the 18605. That is 

not a typo. The eighteen sixties. 

Cincinnati continued to play the 

first game of the Major League sea

son for 114 years in a row, prompt

ing one author to write that Reds 
fans consider Opening Day, "one 

small notch below Christmas." 
This year, however, America's 

second Christmas was taken away 
from it wben the Red Sox and A's 

opened the season in Tokyo several 
days before the rest of the league 
started its regular season games. 
Major League Baseball wants to ex

pand its borizons and delve into an 
untapped reservoir offan attendance 
and revenue. 

I understand why the league 

wants to do everything it can to pro
mote itself and make money. Tbat is 

why the owners are in the business. 
But I think there comes a point when 

they have to be more concemed with 
what is in the best interest of the 
fans, the players and the game itself. 

Part of the allure of Opening Day 
is that it signifies the end of exbi

bition play and the start of the real 
deal. That feeling disappeared this 

6 

Interestingly, a fonner graduate of 
UM-St. Louis, Dawn Blaloch, came 

. to campus from a Ph.D program at 
SLU just to take Arabic with laura 
EI Hage Chchade. 

"Arabic is not offered right n0\, 
at SlU" said Blaloch. "I came to 
UMSL to learn Arabic so I can later 
read a mathematical dissertation that 
is entirely in Arabic and has not yet 
been translated." 

According to EI Hage Chehade, 
students like Blaloch might expect 
to be able to read and write simple 
Modem Standard Arabic by the end 
of their first semester. By their sec
ond, shldents will move on to read
ing paragraphs. 

"By the end of your fourth semes
ter as an Arabic student," El Hage 

By SCOTT LAVELOCK 

Sla/f'Jiriter 

year. I talked to several people who 
were confused and did not even real

ize that those games counted in the 

standings. 

Should that be the way the season 

gets underway, \vhen the fans do not 

even realize which games count and 

which do not? And who can blame 
them? After all, both Boston and 

Oakland played several exhibition 

games after they started the regular 
season. 

I think all of Mike Tyson's press 

conferences have made more sense 
than that. 

The American fans, particularly 
those who have been so loyal to each 

of these teams, deserve better than 
that. Of course it is good for the Jap
anese fans to actually be able to see 
regular season games, but the pro

motion of the game to the American 
fans sbould be first and foremost, 
and part of the reason the game be
came so popular to them was the ex

citement of Opening Day. 
It is the excitement of being in the 

seats for the first time in tbe sunshine 
of spring, the smell of the freshly cut 
grass, the taste of a good ole Ameri
can hot dog at the ballpark. 

Forgive me, but it just is not the 

Chehade said happily "you will be 
able to watcb the news in Arabic and 
read simple news articles in Arabic 
as well. " 

This may be surprising to some, 
as it is common knowledge that Ara
bic is radically different from other 
languages such as German, French, 
or Spanish which are offered at UM
St. Louis. The fact that the language 
has a completely different script than 
the others, and is even read from 
light to left can be daunting to first 
time students. 

El Hage Chehade however feels 
that Arabic is no more difficult than 
other languages offered on campus 
and takes precaution to never rush 
her srudents. 

"I know that Arabic can be com-

same tradition to have it in Japan, 
with the taste of wonton and sushi 
and the smell of the artificial turf in 
the din of the Tokyo Dome. 1 never 

. thought to myself as a child, "Uh 
oh ... Mom and Dad have had too 
much Sapporo and sake rice wine on 
Opening Day again." 

Do not get me wrong. I appre
ciate the Japanese people and how 
much they follow the game, and I 

am not opposed to having exhibition 

games in Japan so that their fans can 
see their favorite teams and players. 

But regular season games should 
not be played there, not only for the 
reasons already given, but also for 

the simple fact that it is unfair com

petitively for both teams. Having to 

travel halfway around the world and 

then be expected to win more games 

just a few days later puts those 

squads at quite a disadvantage. 
Plus, the defending world cham

pion Red Sox deserved the open the 

season in front of their home fans . 
They deserved to be honored for 
their achievement right off tbe bat. 

Their fans deserved to able to call in 
sick to work and school, all to cheer 

on the team that they love. 
In 1954, Wilson Sports Equip

ment ran an ad in The Sp0I1ing News 
the day before Opening Day. In it, a 
bony school teacher leans over her 
desk with a yardstick and says to one 
of ber students, "So JobJ1ny, I see 
you plan to be sick tomorrow." 

May we all be "sick" on Opening 
Day, and cheer our favorite teams 
to victory. Because, as hall-of- fame 

pitcher Early Wynn said, "You know 
tbat when you when tbat first one, 
you can't lose them all." 

Let us please make sure, though, 
that those games get won and lost 
here in the good ole US of A. 

plica ted because of its structure" El 
Hage Chehade admitted "but there 
is no reason that students should be 
afraid to take the course." 

, Arabic is a \ iable language al
ternative to othe.r foreign languages 
such as French or Spanish to take for 
your foreign language proficiency 
requirement here at UMSL. It is not 
only completely doable, but a really 
fun and rewarding experience," she 

said 
Nate Wilson could not agree more 

with his teacher and said., "I have tak
en Spanisb before and [learning a new 
language] is all about your mentality. 
You have to want to learn it and you 
have to take your time. Once you get 
the nmdamentals down though, you 
will really begin to enjoy it." 

Your Baby is 
Graduating 

Check out The Currents 
graduation guide debuting 

April 28 and congratulate your 
graduate with this special 
commemorative section. 

LOOK FOR INFORMATION 
IN THE MAIL COMING SOON!!! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT OUR 
ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT AT 516~5316 

SHORT FUSE 

Street fighter turned MMA 
fighter: Is Kimbo Slice overrated? 

I read an article online the other 
day where UFC fighter Chuck Lid
dell said that street! MMA fighter 
Kimbo Slice is overrated. I really 
wanted to agree with Liddell, but af
ter watching a few of Slice 's fights, 

I think Liddell might be wrong. 
Kimbo Slice, whose real name 

is Kevin Ferguson, has received a 
lot of hype on the intemet and for 
those who have not seen any of his 

fights, all I can say is that Slice de
livers a lot of heavy hits. A lot of 

heavy hits. 
But does it take more than that 

for a fighter to become a MMA 

fighter? How would I know? All I 

do is watch it on TV and I can say 

that I want to see this guy on TV. 

Slice has knock out power, but 
how would he do if the fight were 

taken to the ground? He would 
probably knock out his opponent. 

In his MMA debut, Slice defeat
ed Bo Cantrell in 19 seconds in the 

first round. 
I think he only hit Cantrell 

tluee times before the ref stopped 
the fight. Slice's two other MMA 
matches went the same way, a quick 

knockout in the first round. 
A really big difference, actually 

the main difference between street 
fights and MMA is rules. I think 
that it will be interesting to see how 

1 

This past year, our sister school 
in Columbia achieved unprecedent
ed success on the football field. 
Mizzou won tbe unofficial Big 12 
"NOIth" title, played in the confer
ence championship game for the 
first time and competed in a New 
Years Day Bowl for the first time 
in over 30 years. All of that success 
equates to a huge cash flow for the 
school. 

Opinions on whether U\l-St. 
Louis would have to add a football 
team in order to suc.cessfully com
pete in Division-I differ greatly. A 

nnmber of people think the school 
could go ahead without one, where
as others see it a a must. 

"Some might say you should 
have footbalL but it's not essential," 
Garvilla said. "You look at Gonza
ga, they don ' t have football. SIUE 
doesn't have football either, so yes, 
it can be done ea'lily. It's actually a 
lot cheaper, too." 

Garvilla added that with adding 
football to the list of sports offered 
comes a major risk versus reward 
factor. Schools like Mizzou, USC 
and NOIre Dame make tremendous 
amounts of money on football, 

STUDENT CURATOR, page J 
... ...... ... ... ... .... .. ... 

The bill still must pass in the 
Missouri House of Representative 
and must be signed into law by 
Governor Matt Blunt before a vot
ing student curator is a reality. 

The bill is cun-ently in the House 

Higher Education conmlittee. 
"I am confident the legislation 

will pass with overwhelming sup
port if it is voted on by the full 
house. My only concern is that 
the legislation could get held up in 
committee," Luetkemeyer said. 

By LAGuAN FUSE 

Sports Editor 

many points will be deducted over 

Slice's career for illegal hits to the 

back of the head . 
As for Liddell, he also had a few 

choice comments about longtime 
UFC rival Tito Ortiz. 

Ortiz will have his final UFC 
match against Lyoto Machida at 

UFC 84 and Liddell will not be one 
of the people missing Ortiz. I think 
that Liddell is just trying to take 
focus away from bis match against 

Rashad Evans at UFC 85. 
Evans has yet to lose a fight in 

the UFC and I do not think Evans 
will have to worry a spot on that 

record of bis. The last time Liddell 
headlined a fight, he lost the much 

while smaller Division-l schools 
bave a much tougher time casbing 
in on the game. 

Others think football is worth 
the risk. Women's basketball coach 
Lisa Curliss-Taylor spent two sea
sons as a student-assistant coach 
at traditional football-powerhouse 
Oklahoma. 

Seeing wbat football meant for 
that campus, Curliss-Taylor would 
not mind that type of atmosphere 
here. 

"1 would say yes (to a football 
te,am) ,' · she said, asswning UM
St. Lonis made the jump to D-I. 
'·You're going to attract a lot more, 
which is what you need to do, if 
you have a football program. There 
are scbools wbere basketball is the 
main sport. I'm for that, but it's nice 
to have a football program in your 
school." 

If football were to come to the 
UM-St. Louis campus, it would 
bring with it an influx of change. 
First, the school ", ... ould have to 
build a field for it. ot just a place 
to play its games, but a facility for 
practice as well. 

Also, the athletic department 

"It is my sincerest hope tbat 
Chairman Kingrey will allow the 
bill to be voted out of his commit
tee," he said. 

It is unknown at press time what 
action Gov. Blunt will take on the 
bill should it reacb his desk. 

Witte said ASUM is "confident 
in the support [ they] have in the 
House." Should something happen 
and the bill does not pass, however, 
she said there are other avenues to 
explore. 

anticipated match and oh yeah, 
his title. Liddell is looking to fight 
his way back to a title shot against 
Quinton "Rampage" Jackson . Who

ever win the fight should be in line 
for a title shot. 

But what does any of that have 
to do with Slice? Absolutely noth

ing. So why then is Liddell, a man 
who is trying to fight his way back 

to the top of the UFC Light Heavy
weight division, worrying about if 
Slice, a street fighter tumed pro, has 

too much hype on the internet? 
Slice is a heavyweight and he 

and Liddell would not face each 

other in the cage. Most of the hype 

that Slice has received has been on 

the intemet and according to Slice's 

website, he is 7-1 in street fights, 
all of which were unsanctioned. So 

once again, why is a former world 
champion concemed with a fighter 
who mayor may not ever make it 
to the UFC? 

I think that the "Iceman" Chuck 
Liddell may see tbat there is now a 
MMA fighter that throws knockout 
witb almost every swing, and that is 

taking away from his fans. 
Well Chuck, I just have to say 

this: your knockouts were great, but 
the clips I saw f!"Om Slice were sim
ply phenomenal. So basically, stop 
hatin' Chuck! 

would have to hire an entire staff 
just for the team , including coaches, 
trainers, additional athletic staff and 
many more assistants. What all of 
this means is more money and re
sources, whicb is an ongoing topic 
of conversation that wi ll be dis
cussed more later on in the series. 

Whether or not footba ll wou ld 
be added to the athletic department, 
certain sports would have to be. Ac
cording to CAA rules, a Division-
1 school must have at least 14 sports 
it competes in, including seven 
women ' and se\"en men ' . Right 
now, there are sL· ports for women 
and only five for men. 

According to Garvill a and long
time UM-St. Louis tennis coach 
Rick Gyllenborg, po sible low-cost 
sporting options include tra k and 
field, bowling. men 's VO lleyball and 
ice hockey. 

Should UM-St. Louis decide 
to make the jump to Div ision-I 
sports. one of the most in teresting 
questions tbat would need to be an
swered regards football. 

No matter what decision the 
school came to, a few additional 
sports would have (0 be added. 

·'If tbe bill does not pass or Mis
souri happens to not Jose a congres
sional district, the concept is not 
lost," said Witte. "[I-lav ing a voting 
stuclcnt Curator] is a concept that 
has been going on for 20 years. " 

If the bill does pass and Missouri 
docs lose a congressional district, 
the first shldent curator \vou Id be 
appointed in January 20 I I and that 

student would rep lace tbe existing 
nonvoting student representative on 
the board. 

·vvww.thecurrentonline.com 



Page 14 

Danny Reise' A'iSislaruPboIo ft/itor 

Andre Chemas returns a volley from SIU-Edwardsville to end 
his doubles match and give UM-St. Louis a 3-0 lead moving into 
the singles matches. 

Each player and doubles team 
did win, though, which does count 
in the individual records. 

Three days later the Tritons were 
back into GLVC action at Bellarm
ine and escaped Louisville with a 5-
4 victory. Each doubles tcam won , 
including an 8-0 win by Bmgdorfer 
and freshman Daniel Anthony. 

Dirnke and Chemas were the 
only singles winners , and it \vas just 
enough. 

"The important win was la t 

week over Bellannine," Burgdorfer 
said. "That was a close one but the 
matches we won were well played 
and well eamed." 

This weekend.. Uly1-St. Louis 
rolled on with a pair of home con
ference wins over SIUE on Friday 
and Southern Indiana on Satmday, 
both by 6-3 margins. 

The Tritons once again swept 
through SlUE in doubles, but this 
time got tlu'ee singles wins. 

Anthony beat Cole Ganison 6-

0, 6-2 at the number three position, 
Chemas tTOlllced Mike Jolly 6-0, 
6-1 in the number five slot, and at 
the six position it was Hantack over 
Jordan Faulkenberg 6-1 in straight 
sets . 

Against US!' Dimke pulled out 
a gutsy come-from-behind win in 
three sets at the one slot. At the four, 
five and six positions, Bryant, Che
mas and I-Iantack won in straight 
selS, respectively. 

The doubles teams of Dimkel 
imic and Hantack/Chemas both 

won convincingly, the fanner win
ning 8-2 and the latter winning 8-1. 

The men are now 9-0, 5-0 in 
GLVC play, with Rockhurst and 
Drury both at 6-0. 

The Tritons are now ranked 10'11 
in the region , and will playa non
conference match against McKen
dree on :Yfonday before returning 
to GLVC play over the weekend, 
when they hit the road to play In
dianapolis and Northem Kentucky. 

1[he (torrent 
Got a News Tip? Give us 

a ca ll at 516-5174 or 
e-mail us at 

thecurrent@umsl.edu 

Essner finished the game 2-3 and 
Keim's RBI was her only hit of the 
game. 

UM-SL Louis won the game in the 
eighth innings when Shimkus walked 
Megan Brussman to bring in Essner 
for the winning run. The Tritons were 
able to out hit the Flyers 10-2 in the 
game. 

In the second game of the double
header, the Rangers took the 1-0 lead 
in the fourth inning again. This time, 
Mandi Andrews hit a RBI double 
to right field to bring horne Katrina 
Homa. 

OM-St. Louis answered back in 
the fifth inning when Ja Cee Ellis hit 
a two-run homer to right center after 
Karey Kruse started the inning with a 
walk. The Tritons were unable to add 
to the lead in the inning and left three 
runners on base. 

Kelley Essner started the game 
on the mound for UM-St. Louis and 
pitched four innings, giving up one 
earned run on five hits . 

Essner struck out three batters in 
the game before Crystal Koehler was 
brought into the game for relief. 

Koehler pitched 1.2 innings for the 
TI1tOns and picked up the win, giving 
up two bits, two walks and struck out 
one batter. 

DeFosset was brought into the game 
and closed out the win for the Tritons, 
sitting down the last four batters and 
striking out one. DeFosset recorded 
ber first save of the season. 

Danny Reise ' .4ssistanJ POOIQ E1fi,Dr 

April 7, 2008 

Garcia was triumphant as well, 
but had to pull it out of the fire after 
losing the first set. 

She was strong in the final two 
sets, though, as well as in another 
doubles victory for her and Thomp
son. 

Gonzalez and junior Sara Da
vidson won in doubles also, but the 
team of StrilerlTakashima lost as 
the doubles line-up changes day-t(}
day with the status of Goodman's 
knee. 

"It is hard for the girls to get 
used to playing with different part
ners in every match," Garcia said. 

It was still a win for the team, 
though, keeping them within range 
of a conference tournament berth 
despite a 9-0 loss Friday to SIDE 
and an 8-1 loss Saturday to South
ern Indiana. 

The doubles team of Striler and 
Gonzalez provided the only victo
rious match for UM-St. Louis on 
Saturday, beating Emily Schum 
and Sam Hines 8-6. 

Those losses dropped the red 
and gold record to 2-4 in confer
ence, 4-7 overall. The Tritons sit in 
eighth place in the GLVC, but only 
one game out of sixth and two and 
a balf games out of second. . 

"I feel like the pressure to win 
is getting bigger because it depends 
on these last matches if we make 
it to the conference tournament or 
not," Garcia said. 

The women will have a non
conference tune-up on Monday at 
home against McKendree before 
those important GLVC matches 
start up again over the weekend. 

Jess ica Bryant picked up the loss 
for the Rangers as she pitched the com
plete game giving up two runs. Bryant 
gave up four hits in the game, three 
strikeouts and walked one batter. 

Senior Casey Dierkes catcher makes contact in the Tritons' win 
over Wisconsin-Parkside Saturday. 

Those will be at the Indianapo
lis Greyhounds on Friday, followed 
one day later with a road match 
against the Northern Kentucky 
Norse. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads are free for students, faculty and staff. To place an ad, please send your ad (40 words or less), your name, and student or 
employee number to thecurrent@umsl.edu or call 516-5316. 

FOR RENT 
Two Bedroom Apartment for One 
Bedroom Price 
SPEClAL!!! Two bedroom campus apartment 
for S6 181momh. MUst sign a lease before 
March 31st! Large apartments include 
dishwasher. garbage disposal. on-site laundry 
facilities, pool, UMSL shuttle service, police 
sun-station, etc. NO DEPOSIT! One 
bedroom apartments also available. Call 
today! 314-524-3446. 

1 Bedroom Campus Apartment for 
S412/month-First Month Free!!! 
One bedroom campus apartments now 
available at University Park Apartments. 
Apartments include on-site laundry facilities, 
pool access, UMSL shuttle service, etc. 
Apartments are Irterally 1 minute from the 
Metrolink. $41 21month. No deposit and first 
month's rent free! Call today! 314-524-
3446. 

Apartment for Lease by Owner 
Large dorm style apartment on the top floor of 
the Mansion at Mansion Hills Condominiums. 
Will accomodate 2-3 students. $600Imonth. 
INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES ! Available Now. Call 
Jack at 314-607-4198. 

Immediatly available 1 bedroom 
apartment at Woodson Park Apartments. 
Great location right off Page and 170. st floor, 
ample doset space, washer/dryer connection, 
and new kitchen appliances. 
Call 314-428-2145 for the current special. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Traffic Ticket Trouble? 
Call UMSLS neighborhood attorney, Kris 
Boevingloh at 314-989· 1492. Speeding - OWl 
- Driving While Suspended - MIP -Acddent Cases 
Confidential consultation. Affordable fees 
starting at S75. 

Eam $800-$3200 a month to driVe brand 
new (ars with ads placed on rhem. httpJ/w'l'lw. 
AdCarClub.com 

Non-traditional Students! Come check. O\Jt 
Delta Omega Alpha, a new kind of greek social 
organization for men and women. We are hosting 
an informational session in MSC 314 on March 11 
from 4 to 5:30 pm. 

Tutoring Available! Graduate Student in 
Mathematics and Education (secondary and 
college-level) available for tutoring high school 
and college students in mathematics coursework. 
Location negotiable. Please call Amy at (314)725-

2028 for more information andlor to secure 
arrangements for tutoring. 

TYPING / EDITING !TRANSCRIPTION. 
Quality work, fair rates. Barbara (314) 
991-6762. 

HELP WANTED 
Join Our Team! Want a fun-filled, rewarding 
summer job? Our resident camp needs you! 
Comperirive salary; room/board. Nine-week season 
begins May 31. (all 314-592-2353 or email 
imorgan@girlsCQutsem.org for more info. 

Course Scheduling conflicts? 

Consider Independent Study! 

Work around scheduling confiicts .. , and get the courses you want 

Enroll at any time in your choice of more than 150 courses 

,

- and take up to nine months to complete your studies. 

/) http://cdis,missourLedu/go/currentss08.aspx 

W UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI Center for Distance & Independent Study 

Student lId] 
I:iJ Sitters 

Make $10 per Hour 
or MORE! 

www.student-sitters.com 

TheCurrenl Classifieds 
Call 53f6 or e-mail 

thecurrent@umsl.edn 
It is FREE! . 
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CURRENT CARTOONISTS 

"Sconeborough" is drawn by Current cartoonist Elizabeth Gearheart 

Margaret & Hooray by Cody Perkins 
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"Margaret and Hooray" is drawn by Current cartoonist Cody Perkins 

PERM SPAWN, by Caleb 'liue 
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SYNDICATED CARTOON 

"Penn Spawn" is drawn by CiJrrent'ezntoonist Caleb True 

".lu!ie" is drawn by CurTent cartoonist Jonathan Kirner 

," .... . ' ....... 

Good Luck to 
1IChc([uITrnt 

members at the 
lVlissouri College 
~Iedia Association 

Conference. 

Snapshots atjasonlove.com 

It gets to the point where fans don't 
respond the way they used to. You 
need an edge , something more .. 

Cougar Charlie goes public about 
his long-standing battle with drugs. 

King Crossword 
ACROSS 
1 Rotten 
4 Sax range 
8 Stare 

12 Quarterback 
Manning 

13 Frog's cousin 
14 Responsibility 
15 Move 
17 Lairs 
18 Blueprint 
19 Knife 

eponym 
20 Frizzy 

hairdos 
22 Jet forth 
24 Satiate 
25 Waste 

. 29 Clergyman's 
title (Abbr.) 

30 Becomes 
rancid 

31 Anger 
32 Model 
34 Largest of 

the seven 
35 On the rocks 
36 Pm one over 

on 
37 Doctrine 
40 Lima's land 
41 Hodgepodge 
42 Send 
46 Afflictions 
47 Roughly 
4<3 Unfrozen 

glace 
49 Farewell 
50 1 (746 

horsepower 
51 "The 5,000 

Fingers of -" 16 Stratagem 
19 Arthur and 

DOWN Lillie 
1 Foundation 20 Farm 
2 Frazier foe measure 
3 Belie 21 Show off the 
4 Hold-up man? biceps 
5 Bank 22 Team 

transaction 23 Sound of 
6 Middle X? ccntentment 
7 Praise in 25 Unrivaled 

verse 26 Called into 
8 Sink question 
9 Freshly 27 Huron 

10 New Mexican neighbor 
tribe 28 Peruse 

11 Being, to 30 Animal 
Brutus protection org. 

Q 200.~ King Fennrrcs Synd .. Inc. 

33 Champagne 
+ O.J. 

34 Emanation 
36 Station 
37 - -yourself 
38 Earthenware 

pot 
39 Coated with 

gold 
40 "Hey, you!" 
42 DuPont rival 
43 George's 

brother 
44 Jam 

ingredient? 
45 Shack 

Weekly SUDOKU 
----

by Linda Thistle 

6 3 1 

8 7 2 3 

3 4 8 

3 6 2 

9 7 6 8 

7 2 5 

5 6 3 

2 1 9 

4 1 8 2 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 

that each row across, each column down and each 
small 9-box square contains all of the 

numbers from one to nine. 

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: * * * 
* Moderate * * Challenging 

*** HOO BOY! 
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Find the answers to this week's 

crossword puzzle and Sudoku at 
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ARIES 
(March 21 to April 19) ry> Rumors of a change 

in the workplace 
could make you 

a mite uneasy about going 
ahead with implementing your 
ideas. Best advice: Ignore the 
talk and proceed as planned. 

TAURUS 
(April 20 to May 20) 

b' Everyone has an opin
ion on how to handle 
a recent business 
suggestion. Thank 

them for their advice. Then go 
ahead and follow your own 
fine instincts. 

GEMINI 
(May 21 to June 20) 

IT While home is your 
main focus th is week, 
new issues in the 

workplace need your atten
tion as well. Take things step 
by step. Pressures ease in time 
for weekend fun. 

CANCER 
(June 21 to July 22) 

. r<""- Be less rigid when 
~ handling a relation-

ship problem. You 
might believe you are in the 
right, but try to open your 
mind to the possibilities of 
facts you are currently not 
aware of. 

LEO 
(JiUI 23 to Aug. 22) 

Leos and Leonas 
run at a hectic pace 
throughout much of 

the week, but by the week
end. the Lions' Dens become 
a purrrfect place for you Fine 
Felines to relax. 

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 Sept. 22) 

Change is favored llh early in the week. This 
II"", should make it easier 

for you to reassess 
your plans for handling a trou
bling professional relationship. 
Good luck. 

LIBRA 
(Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) n A suggestion from a 
_ colleague cou ld give 

your professional proj
ect that long-needed boost. 
Meanwhile, someone close to 
you still needs your emotional 
support. 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 

rll Before complying with 
a colleague's request, 

- - check to see that the 
adion benefits al l, not just 
one person's agenda. Con
t inue firming up those travel 
plans. 

SAGIITARIUS 
(Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) 
~ /\ Your social life is on 
,x. . the upswing, and 

the on ly problem is 
deciding which invitations to 
accept. Enjoy yourself before 
settling down for some seri
ous work next week. 

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 to Jan. 19) 

'P With your creative 
aspects on high, you 
might want to restart 

your work on that novel or 
painting you put aside. You r 
efforts will bring a surge in 
your self-esteem . 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) 
~ While you are gener
~ ous with others, be 

sure you're not over
looking your own needs. Take 
time to assess your situation 
and make adjustments where 
necessary. 

PISCES 
(Feb. 19 to March 20) 
":l.L. Being applauded for 
J \. your achievement is 

great, but watch out 
that you do not start acting 
like a star. It could lose your 
valuable support with your 
next projed. 

BORN THIS WEEK: 
Your strong belief in justice, 
along with your leadership 
qualities, help you proted the 
rights of others . 

(e) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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A CLOSER LOOK 
A SPECIAL FIVE-PART IN-DEPTH SERIES TO ANSWER THE QUESTION: 

Can UM-St. Louis athletics 
achieve D ivision-I status? 
PART TWO OF FIVE: The House of Cards: Conferences 

B y TOM SCHNABLE 

Assistant Sports Editor 

In part one of the feature series, 
the topic of whether UM-St. Louis 
should add a football team if it went 
Division-I was discussed. 

Whatever decision the school 
came to in that regard, the athlet
ics department would have to add at 
least one sport for women and two 
sports for men in order to get to the 
NCAA-required 14 sports . 

The second installment of the 
feature series deals with conferenc
es, more specifically, the stability of 
conferences, conference affiliation 
at the D-I level and the overall state 
of the Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence. 

Conference stability is like a 
house of cards. Remove one school 
from the conference, and the entire 
house can fall. 

In 2004, the Atlantic Coast Con
ference decided to become more of a 
football powerhouse. 

The ACC added Miami (Fla.) 
and Virginia Tech that same year, 
teams that had competed for nation
al championships in the sport during 
the last five years. The following 
year, Boston College joined the con
ference. 

Not only did this make the ACC 
a legitimate football conference, but 
also with 12 teams, it allowed for a 
conference championship game, and 
all of the money that comes with 
that. 

In response, the Big East, where 
Miami, BC and Virginia Te.ch had 

all previously competed, needed to 
add teams of its own. It added Cin
cinnati, Louisville and South Florida 
for football and basketball , and Mar
quette and DePaul for basketball 
purposes only, all teams that had 
played in Conference USA. 

Now with 16 teams competing in 
basketball, but only eight in football, 
the Big East has positioned itself as 
a basketball juggernaut, while re
maining on the brink of elite-foot
ball conferences. 

In recent years, many people 
have called into question the Big 
East's credibility as a football con
ference because of the lack of qual
ity teams at the bottom ofthe table. 

"As you can see with the change 
in almost the entire Big East, it 
looked like there would be a break
up of that conference," Athletic Di
rector John Garvilla said . "Schools 
went to the ACC, but then schools 
from Conference USA came in. It's 
a very dynamic industry." 

The dominoes continued to fall, 
as Conference USA had to add 
teams, and before the dust settled 
conferences such as the Western 
Athletic, Mid-American, Sun Belt, 
Mountain West and Atlantic-lO 
(where St. Louis University plays) 
had all been dramatically altered. 

With Southern Illinois Uni
versity-Edwardsville '8 departure 
from the GLVC, some might worry 
whether that conference has the sta
bility to remain intact. However, 
first-year women's basketball coach 
Lisa Curliss-Taylor does not share 
that fear. 

"1 think it's stable," CLUliss-Tay-
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lor said. "I know SruE is moving 
out, and again I haven't been in the 
conference but a year now, but as 
with any conference, schools can 
move in and out. 

Usually ·when someone leaves, 
someone else is ready to come in. 
lt is just not happening immediately 
this next year." 

As for SruE, the athletics depart
ment there will have to decide what 
conference it wants to join soon. The 
alternative is to compete as an inde
pendent, something that is difficult 
unless you are a name school. 

"You should go with a confer
ence in mind," Garvilla said. 'There 
are very few (schools) that can sup
port an independent. Notre Dame 
can, but even in basketball they qre 
in the Big East, and in other sports, 
they finally had to go into a confer
ence. Between the travel and get
ting home games, it is very costly 
to stay independent. When you go, 
you have to have some conferences 
in mind." 

Garvilla experienced both sides 
of the independent/affiliation de
bate at Troy University in Alabama, 
where the Trojans joined D-I a~ an 
independent before entering the Sun 
Belt conference. 

Should UM-St. Louis enter the 
Divis.ion-I fray. it would most likely 
lack the name-recognition needed to 
compete as an independent. 

And while conferences like the 
Big 12, A-1O and even the Missouri 
Valley \vould probably be out of its 
reach, the school could very easily 
find its niche in a mid-major confer
ence somewhere. 

. ,'''. . --

Your New Student Information System 

Live in March 
Student Financials 

Print, view and pay your bill 
View and filter posted and pending payrnents 
Search your account for specific transactions 

Financial Aid 
Check your application status 

Live Apri 17th 
Student Records 

Register online 24/7 for classes 
View your class schedule 

Update your address and more 

Log in with your SSO 10: 
http://myview.umsl.edu 

CARNIVAL 12-6 PM BY THE MSC LAKES 

C NCERT 7 PM AT THE TOUHILL 

STUDENT TICKETS FREE 
(LIMIT 2 PER 10) AT THE OFFICE 
OF STUDENT LIFE OR THE TOUHILL 

GENERAL ADMISSIO $15 
AT THE TOUHILL 

"/ 
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