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Fun with motorcycles 

Conference 
• exanunes 

universities' 
role in civic 
engagement 

BY EUGENE CLARK 

--StaffWrlter 

On Thursday at noon, a 
teleconference was held called 
"Promoting the Public Good: 
Fulfilling Higher Education's Civic 
Mission." The event drew a crowd of 
about 14 people. 

As people sat down and watched 
the big-screen television, a strange 
static muffled the words of the 
speakers. When the static became 
unbearable, Peggy Cohen, associate 
vice chancellor of academic affairs, 
sought assistance. They soon realized 
that the static was due to the 
intermittent rains, which fell 
throughout the day. 

The purpose of the teleconference 
was to promote civic engagement 
among college, particularly 
undergraduate, students. Civic 
engagement means "creating a special 
climate in which the academic and 
civic cultures communicate more 
continuously and creatively with each 
other." 

Advocates for civic engagement 
call for students to engage in world 
problems. The speakers in the 
teleconference, Edward Zlotkowski, 
Elaine K. Ikeda and Regina Hughes, 
W1ll1t students and professors to go 
beyond class discussion of global 
topics such as politics, poverty or wars. 

They believe that stndents must 
learn the motivation to go out in the 
community and help at soup kitchens 
or homeless shelters. They also believe 
that instructors need to teach their 
students to ask questions like "What 
kind of environment do I want my 
children to live in'?" 

The teleconference suggested 
courses that could help students gain 
the social skills to become more 
involved. These courses will help 
students learn to communicate with 
other students at their college or with 
different groups in online 
conversations about issues that mean 
something to them. 

Another way to bring about civic 
engagement deals with co-curricular 
activities, such as an altemative spring 
break. Instead of spending spring 
break with friends at a resort, many 
college students would go to colonies 
or the unincorporated border towns 
and build houses. In order for this civic 
engagement system to work, 
professors and students have to step off 
their pedestals and work together. 

As the teleconference came to a 
close, there was much discussion 
among the 14 people in attendance. All 
of them seemed in favor of the civic 
engagement approach. 

"1 wish they would have had these 
programs around when I was a student 
at University of Missouri..st Louis," 
Maria Weldele, PPRC research 
analyst, said. 

She remembers doing an internship 
in which the professor did not even 
give her information about where to 
go. She was on her own as to where to 
find a place to volunteer. If this system 
were implemented at UM-St Louis, 
students would gain more from their 
education than just book knowledge 
and a high grade point average. 

Weldele believes that by 
graduation, students should have 
developed the social skills to be 
employers and also have acquired an 
understanding of those who are outside 
their immediate group of friends, 
entering the world as leaders, not just 
intellectuals. 
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SGA votes on fee increase Sue Shear 
Resolution passed 
opposing any tuition 
hikes exceeding 3-5% 

BY B ECKY R OSNER 

News Editor 

At the Student Government 
Association meeting on Friday, a 
resolution was passed to try to prevent 
a 10 percent tuition increase in the fall. 

Kristy Runde, SGA president, 
announced that tuition fees are set to 
increase in the fall by as much as 10 
percent. The SGA executive 
committee members wrote up a 
resolution saying that SGA is against 
tuition hikes exceedill.g 3 to 5 percent. 

"We are trying our best to figure 
out ways to make sure that it gets 
across that we do not want to see this 
happen," Runde said. 

The increase has not been made 
public yet The resolution says that 
such an increase would raise the 
average UM-St. Louis student's 

tuition fees by $291.90 a semester. 
The change would go into effect 
starting in the fall semester of this 
year. 

People raised points that the 
number of scholarships has been 
decreasing or not changing at all. 

Swingin' into spring ... 

Other students now find it difficult to 
pay for their entire tuition with loans. 
At the Board of Curators meeting on 
April I and 2, the increase will be 
voted on. 

"We will be meeting with 
Chancellor George to discuss this 

Ijlal Shamsi, 
junior, 
finance and 
economics, 
holds up a 
placard to 
vote during 
the Student 
Government 
Association 
meet ing 
Friday 
afternoon. 
Shamsi 
represents 
the Muslim 
Student 
Association. 

issue and we will even try to meet with 
some of the Curators who will be 
voting on this to make sure that they 
know that the-students here at UMSL 
do not want a 10 percent increase," 
Runde said. - --

see SGA, page 3 

Mike Sherwin! T1Je CII17e11l 

Logan Hughes, Rivermen outfielder and pitcher, warms up before his at-bat on Sunday afternoon during the second of two games 
against Hillsdale. Wrth temperatures over the weekend in the mid-50s, the Marriott UMSL Baseball Invitational had slightly brisk 
but sunny weather as the teams competed. The Rivennen ended the weekend 2-2 . 

Institute 
seeks a few 
good women 

BY ANNIINA VUORI 
·· ----- -Stdjjliiriier--· . 

The Sue Shear Institute for Women 
in Public Life helps women become a 

. part of the public policy debate. Every 
year the institute organizes the 21st 
Century Leadership Academy, which 
is a nationally recognized, weeklong 
leadership program for college 
women. 

This year, the academy will take 
place on the UM-St. Louis campus 
from May 23 to 28. The application 
deadline is Friday, March 12. 
Applications can be obtained by 
calling (314) 516-6623, or e-mailing 
Dayna Stock, institute manager, at 
dstock@umsl.edu. More infonn.ation 
is also available on the institute's 
website at www.umsl.eduJ- iwpl. 

' 'We are looking for women who 
have an interest in public relations and 
policy," Stock said.. "TIley can be any 
major because public policy affects 
everyone 's lives." 

She said that one of the benefits for 
the participants is the opportunity to 
get a more in-depth look at how 
women can make a change. They can 
al. o get a look behind the scenes. 

"They will be learning from 
woman leaders who will tell their tory 
of how they became an elected 
official," Stock said. 

Many agree that women can help 
to make changes. Stacy Ros ', 
administrative associate at the Sue 
Shear Institute, said that "to be able to 
see role models of any age, race and 
marital status ·helps women picture 
themselves doing it too." 

Previous academy participants are 
known as Shear Fellows. MaIjorie 
Cole, who now works for the Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior 
Services as a manager for the School 
Health Program, is one of them. 

She said that even though she was 
older than the other participants, she 
did not feel that it made any differen e. 

! The leadership academy recognized 
that women in all aspects of life could 
benefit from their information. 

''Leadership academy was a 
wonderful experience and opened up 
many opportunities," Cole said. 

The class of 2003 held a mock 
legislative debate in the Mi souri 
House with Speaker Catherine 
Hanaway presiding. They had lunch at 
the governor's mansion with women 
elected officials and Missouri 
Supreme Court Judge Laura Denvir 
Stith. 

see ACADEMY, page 12 

IWGS hosts discussion on women's health 
BY AMA NDA .JENNIN GS 

St.aff Writer 

On Thursday at noon, the Institute 
for Women's and Gender Studies 
kicked off women's history month with 
the first of three panel discussions 
entitled, "Women's Health and 
WeUness." 

The lecture focused on three major 
aspects of women's lives: hormones, 
stress, and depression. Many students 
and faculty members attended the 
lecture, given by Sue Kendig and 
Debbie Kiel of the nursing department 

The beginning of the lecture 
focused on stress and how women 
react to it A widely known reaction to 
stress is the fight-or-f1ight response. 

''When women are stressed, they 
release oxytocin , which actually 
buffers the chemical responsible for the 
flight-or-fight response," Kiel said. 
''Testosterone (which men release 
when stressed) actually enhances the 
response." 

Also, when women are stressed, 
they tend to want to gather with one 
another and taJk, whereas men tend tc 
stay alone. There are many activities 
one can do to reduce stress, including 
physical activities, writing, drawing, 
painting, laughing and crying. After 
acute stresses, like an argument, it takes 
30 to 60 minutes for the body to 

recover, and if you do not get that time 
to recover, it could lead to more serious 
problems. 

Hormones and hormone 
replacement therapy play a large and 
somewhat controversial role in 
women's health. Many recent studies 
have shown the dangerous side of 
hormone replacement therapy. 

However, there are many facts about 
these studies one should take into 
account 

Women did not have to be included 
in studies on medications until the late 
19905. Most of the time they were not 
included because of their hormones, 
and the fact that they tend to complicate 
studies. After they began including 

Sue Kendig, 
clinical 
assistant 
professor of 
nursing at 
UMSL, 
discusses "The 
Great Hormone 
Debate: What's 
new from 
contraception to 
hormone 
therapy" on 
Thursday 
afternoon in the 
Institute for 
Women's and 
Gender Studies 
lounge in 211 
Clark Hall. 

women, they found out that their 
hormones changed the way 
medications worked, as well as their 
effectiveness. 

"Cardiac medications don' t all work 
the same in all women," Kendig said. 

At first, many of these studies were 
perfonned on women around age 65, 
which is older than most women 

seeking hormone therapy. Also, the 
percentages they report can be 
deceiving, because many times they 
actu.ally conespond to a small number 
of individuals. 

There have also been more studies 
done that show an increased risk of 
cervical cancer for women who smoke. 
Another topic of the lecture was 
contraception. There are many fom1S of 
contraceptives available, and they are 
not right for everyone. 

"Fifty percent of pregnancies are 
unintended, and half. of those are 
aborted," Kendig said. 

Depression is another disease that 
affects women. There are two main 
types of depression, one caused by 
situations such as a family member 
dying or the loss of a job. The other one 
is caused by a chemical imbalance in 
the brain. 

"Twice as many women suffer from 
mental illnesses than men," said Kiel. 

TIle Institute for Women 's and 
Gender Studies has planned two more 
lectures. On Thursday, March 11 from 
noon to 2 p.m. in the lC. Penne 
Building, they will be hosting a lecture 
called '"The Rest of the Story: 0 ge 
Women Discuss the Lewis and Clark 
Legacy." On Thursday, March 30 from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. in 212 Clark Hall. 
they are bosting ''Women, Business' 
and Entrepreneurship." ' 
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Thru March 
Woodcock Museum 
"Image and Imagination: Art of the 
Amelican West" virtual exhibit is 
open online at http://woodcockmuse
um,umsl.edu. Featured is paintings 
and sculptures from the perm,ment 
collections of the Woodcock Musemn 
and the Mercantile Library at UM-Sr. 
Louis. 

Winter months 
Free refreshments 
Counseling services is serving fn~e 

hot drinks and c()okie~ at the 
Compass resource room in Seton Hall 
during the winter months. Cofl'ee, tea. 
hot cider and hot chocolate will be 
available along with four different 
type of cookies.The drinks and cook
ie are serv d between the hours of 
3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., Mondays 
through Thuniday . Students. faculty 
and stall are all welcome to drop by. 
The Compass is located on dle 
ground floor of Seton Hal!. in the 
lounge wi th the pool tables. 

Through May 
MyGateway help 
Information Technology Services 
will be holcting workshops on 
MyGate vay. They are free and open 
to faculty, talf and graduate teaching 
assistants. For more information, call 
6538 or e-mail rok@umsl.edu. 

To March 12 
IC Labs Short Courses 
nstructional Computing Labs will be 
holding Short Course ver the next 
few weeks. These are fie c urses 
offered to any UMSL tudent staff or 
facul ty on the folJowing topic : 
MSWord Basics, M Excel Basics. MS 
PowerPnint Basics, UNIX/Mac Basics, 
C D 
WritinglFTPIHTMI.JStudentmai l/Sam 
ba. For a schedule or for more informa
tion, please visil wv.wum J.eduftech
nology/instructionalcomputingflabs/sh 
ortcolllses.hlml or call 6061. 

Annual contests 
UM-St. Louis students c,m participate 
in United Nations Day: World Holiday 
contests. The Center for Intemational 
Stucties i sponsoring three cont ' l') for 
student artwork. essays and web ites. 
A $2.000 PI1ze win be awarded to the 
first-place winner in each category. For 
more information, call 5753 or e-mail 
gorrellj@ul11sl.edu. Works are due in 
the Center for lnt'! Stucties. SSB 366. 
by Monday. March S 

Thru March 31 
Lewis and Clark exhib
it in Mercantile Library 
In commcmomtion of the bicentennial 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and 
the Louisiana Purchase. the M antilc 
Library ilt UMSL i exhihiting a col
lection of rJfC maps. prints. and books 
documenting dle shaping of Amen a. 
An Open House reception i. on March 
13 from 1-4 p.m. (plea<;e call 7242 to 
RSVP) For more info Or to schedule a 
tour. call Laura Die! at 72-10. 

MonS 
Murrow, McCarthy talk 
As part of the Monday Noon Series, 
Michael Murray, Distinguished 
Teaching Professor of Coomunication, 
will cti<;cU')s "Murrow and McCarthy: 
The Broadcasting Landmark 
Revis.ited·· at 12:15 p.m. in 229 J.e. 
Penney Bldg. Bring a lunch. Light 
refreshments will be served. The lec
ture is free and open to the public. Call 
5699 or 'llisit hltp:/lwww.umsl.eduJ..-cfb 
for more info. 

Tues9 
Conversations about 
Teaching, Technology 
VIrginia Navarro, assistant professor of 
education, and Carl Hoagland, profes
sor of education, will discu - "Creating 
Online Classroom Activities : A 
Constructivist Approach" at noon in 
316 MSC. Bring a lunch. Light refresh
m~nts wi ll be served. 'The event is free 
and open to faculty, staff, and graduate 
UIdents. Call 4508 or visit 

http://WWW.lUUSl.eduJCt! for more info. 

Wed 10 
Novelist reads at 210 
Beth Lordan will read from her la t 
novel "But Ye Come Back: A ovel in 
Stori .. at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at 
Gallery 210 in d1e Tele ommunity 
Center. Lordan is a professor of English 
at Sru-Carbondale. The reading is free 
and open to the public. Call 6845 for 
more information. 

Put it on the Board! Call 516-5174 for details or email current@jinx.umsl.edu 

Thurs 11 
Inauguration of 
Chancellor George 

The inauguration of Chancellor 
Thomas George, 7th chancellor of 
UMSL, will begin at 4 p.m. at the 
Blanche M. Toubill Performing Arts 
Center. The event is free and open to the 
public, but tickets are required_ Tickets 
are being distributed on a first-come. 
fust-served basis at the university book
store, Honors College, Thomas 
Jefferson Library, Ward E. Bames 
Library, and 440 Woods Hall. Call 5442 
for more information. 

11 
Osage women discuss 
Lewis, Clark legacy 

Julie Maker. Julia Lookout, Meredid1 
Drent, ,md Deborah Yates of the Osage 
Nation will discuss "The Rest of the 
Story: Osage Women Discuss d1e 
Lewis and Clark Legacy" from noon to 
2 p.rn. in the Summit Lounge in the I.e. 
Penney Bldg. Light refreshments will 
be provided. The event is free and open 
to the public. Call 5581 for more info. 

Fri 12 
"African Women and 
AIDS" lecture 
Dr. Mercy R Montsi will discuss the 
challenges that women in Botswana 
face in the context of IllV/AIDS in their 
struggle for gender equality and de el
opment. The lecture will take place at 
12:30 p.m. in 21 6 SSB and is free and 
open to the community. F r more infor
mati n, call 7299. 

, 
• 

Fri 12 (cont.) 
UMSL Spring Job Fair 

'111e Office of Career Services will 
hold the UMSL SPling Job Fair from 
9 a.m to 3 p.m. in the Mark Twain 
Ad1Jetic Center. Participants include 
Anheuser-Busch, Enterprise, Edward 
Jones, the FBI, ludevine Center for 
Autism, and St Louis Science 
Center. Admission for job-seekers is 
$5. For a complete list of employers, 
please visit 
http://www.umsl.eduJdeptsicareer/act 
ivities.html. 

12 
Leaming disabilities 
colloquium 
Dawn Peterman Allred, a student pur
suing a doctoral degree in education, 
will discuss "When College Students 
Have Learning Disabilities" at noon 
in 225 MSC. Bring a lunch. Light 
refreshments will be provided. The 
event is free and open to faculty. Call 
4508 or vis~t 

hltp:J/www.wnsl.eduJservices/cte for 
more infonnation. 

Sun 14 
French Film Festival at 
·Gallery 210 
"Le Placard" will screen at 1 p.m. in 
d1e auditoriWll at Gallery 2 10 in the 
TeleCommunity Center. At-dle-door 
admission is $1. Free parking avail
able on Lot E off East Drive. Call 
6546 for more information. 
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Attention UMSL Students! 

e Traffic Sto 
The One Stop For All Your Traffic Nee, 
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Just drop it of! on your way to or f,"om school! 

David M. Hocking, Attorney At Law 
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(314) 428-NOGO (314) 423-4LA.Wj 
(~14) 42:3-4-515 Fax. 

Just L ook For.. The Big Red Stop ign! 
::'Ask About Our Student Special with :Valid I.D.lrV~~lJ! 



March 8, 2004 <Jhe Current Page: 

Grace's Place is haven for forgotten technology 
NewUM-St. 
Louis computer 

• museum m 
CCB honors 
Grace Hopper 

BY AMANDA .JENNINGS - . _ . __ ._--_._----
Staff Writer 

UM-St. Louis is the home of 
Grace's Pla~e, a welcoming muse
um of the history of computers. 
Located on the second floor of the 
Campus Computer. Building, 
Grace's Place houses a wide variety 
of tech nology, both current and 

Grace's Place 

located on the 
2nd floor of CCB 

Grand Opening: Fri. 
March 19, 4p.nL 

outdated. 
The muse

um has a vari
ety of key
boards, includ
ing one in 
Hebrew. Many 
of the pieces 
are dismantled, 
allowing stu
dents to see the 
internal struc-

the term "computer bug" after find 
ing a moth in an early compute 
that she was working on. 

A sign in the museum record! 
Hopper's account of the discovery 
"Things were going badly; then 
was something wrong in one of tht 
circuits of the longs glass-enclosec 
computer. Finally, someone locatec 
the trouble spot and, using ordinal) 
tweezers, removed the problem, ~ 
2-inch moth . From then on, whe[ 
anything went wrong with a com· 
puter, we said it had bugs in it." 

Hopper fought for and won 
entry into the Navy, reaching the 
rank of rear admiral before she 
retired at the age of 80. Sbe was 
also the first woman to have a bat
tleship in her name. She received 
the National Medal of Technology 
in 1991. 

Hopper also believed in showing 
physical examples of abstract 
ideas. Grace 's Place displays a 12-
inch strand of wire, which repre
sents how far an electrical current 
can move in a nanosecond. 

These physical representations 
of concepts that the normal student 
is not able to see or touch is just 
one of the many things that inspired 
Sauter to create this museum. 

"It helps students visualize what 
they are learning," Sauter said. 
"Physical representations help 
make abstract ideas clearer." Dedicated to 

Grace Murray 
Hopper, K1ventor 

of computer 
Iangu~e COBOl. 

. ture of the 
computers. 
Vicki Sauter, 
professor of 
management 
information 

Mike Sherwin! 77Je Current 

Vicki Sauter, professor of management information systems, stands in front of Grace's Place, a new computer museum on the sec· 
ond floor of CCB. Sauter and three doctoral students worked on the display, which features early and modern computer technolo· 
gy. The museum is named after computer pioneer Grace Murray Hopper. 

Many of tbe students who have 
visited the museum find it enlight
ening. 

"All the old computers are inter
esting," Tatum Megli, junior, spe
cial education, said. "It was really 
neat to see what the inside of them 
looks like. I didn ' t even know it 
was here." 

systems, came 
lip with the idea for Grace's Place 
15 years ago. 

"As technology changes, people 
lose what it was," Sauter said. "You 
must know where technology came 
from Lo know where it is going. The 

more you know about computers, 
the less frightened you are." 

Sauter and three doctoral stu
dents began work on Grace's Place 
last summer. They gathered display 
cases and began to decide on the 

pieces that would make it into the 
museum. Most of the items came 
from student donations, professors 
and friends of the University. 

Sauter is planning to continue to 
add to the museum. They receive 

Van Reidhead, associate professor of anthropology, spoke to the SGA on behatf of the Faculty 
Senate, explaining the Senate's reasons for voting to adopt a different academic calendar, starting in 
Fall 2005. The change would add a fall break. but eliminate several study days before final exams. 

SGA, from page 1 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Runde said that she might contact 
students to wTite letters expressing their 
conceros about the proposed increase. 
The last line of the resolution says, "the 
Student Government Association 
opposes any tuition increases that 
exceed 3 to 5 percent of the current 
tuition rate paid by students." 

The resolution in support of troops 
was passed after months of debate. The 
assembly decided to take out the l::st 
line of the re>:olution, which stated the 
. upport of David Dodd, former SGA 
chair, who was shipped out to Iraq last 
December. The resolution is now just in 
support of the troops in general. 

Van Reidhead of the Faculty Senate 
spoke at the meeting about the pro
posed calendar for the 2005-06 acade
mic calendar. The Senate bas already 
adopted the l IM-Colurnbia calendar for 
the gi en year. The calendar will 
include a weeklong fall break for 
Thanksgiving and intensive study days 
will only include two weekend days. 

Campus will also not start in the 
middle of the week, but a week later. 
Graduation will also be moved to 
December, instead of January. Students 
will walk through the ceremony, but a 
onfirmation of their degree will not 

occur until a few weeks later, after 
grades are released. This is a common 
trucmre. 

'The December graduation date will 
be an experiment We're going to see 
how it works, and we will continue to 
evaluate it in the future," Reidbead said. 

Spring semester ",rilJ include the 
same structure, with the intensive study 
days occurring over the weekend. 
Finals will occur the week directly after 
classes oft'icially end Reidhead said 
that [here is openness to switch, if the 
.ai'npu would need or want to switcb 

back. The spring semester will start 
after Martin Luther King Day. 

The semester will be shorter than it 
• cUTI'Cntly is. UM-St Lcuis has always 

had a different calendar than the rest of 

Student Government Association representative Amanda Stiehr 
listens in on the SGA meeting Friday afternoon. 

the schools in the UM System, as well 
as around the state. 

'The calendar of dlis campus has 
been an issue for a very long rime and 
always a contentious one," Reidbead 
said.· The System has been trying to 
get a convergence of calendars across 
campus, never succeeded at it" 

Also proposed at the meeting was 
an act to move homecoming to the fall. 
The resolution proposed stated, "the 
Student Government Associ!Uion shall 
move homecoming to the fall, begin
ning in the 2004-05 academic year." 
The assembly voted to change the date 
to the 2005-06 year because they felt 
that it was too soon. 

"\Ve can work on it over the sum
mer and then there is momentum when 
people come back to school, and then it 
will be done and over with," Beth 
Grinds~, SGA vice president, said. 

Concems stipulated about having 
the event so close to the beginning of 
the year and getting students involved 
so soon. Most universities have their 

homecoming in the fall, during football 
season. Since the University does not 
have a football team, they would use 
basketball and/or soccer. 

A resolution in support of changing 
the mascot \vas passed by popular votc 
of the assembly. This just shows that 
students in SGA are in favor of chang
ing the school's current mascot to 
something else. 

Discussed briefly was a resolution 
calling for affordable food service on 
South Campus. It just states that food 
should be available on South Campus. 
The resolution was tabled until the next 
meeting. Some students suggested that 
a member of ChartWells come and 
speak at the next mee.ting. 

Applications for SGA president, 
vice president and comptroller are now 
due on Marcb 19. The date was moved 
by two weeks to allow more time for 
applicants. Elections will take place 
April 20 and 21. The next SGA meeting 
will be held on April 30 at 1 p.m. in the 
SGA Chambers. 

most of the displays througb dona
tions. 

"We look for items that are 
unique, show trends and show dif
ferent perspectives," Sauter said. 

The museum is named after 

Grace Murray Hopper (1906 -
1992), a woman who played an 
integral part in the early stages of 
computer technology. Hopper 
founded a computer language 
named COBOL. She also coined 

The entire UM-St. Louis com
munity is invited to a grand open
ing for Grace's Place, scheduled for 
Marcb 19 at 4 p.m. 

You are not alone in 
the Academic Universe! 
Now is the time to get reaL;' get going, and get help 

with improving your math and writing skills. 
Friendly and free help is available in the Math and Writing Labs. 

Make visiting the labs a habit before finals get any closer 

Mathematics Lab (425 SSB) 
CURRENT HOURS 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
CLOSED 
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tutorial assistance with mathematics courses and math related courses 
PC computers available 

Walk-in - FREE of charge 
(Hours subject to change) 

Writing Lab (409 SSB) 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

CURRENT HOURS 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
CLOSED 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Assistance with all forms of writing problems and assignments 
Walk-in - FREE of charge - PC computers available 
The lab serves undergraduates, graduates, and faculty. 

(Hours subject to change) 
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<Jk Current 

Obscene? Surely 
• you must Jest 

Much mmecessary controvelliY has 
surrounded the Janet Jackson and 
Justin Timberlake incident from the 
Super Bowl. 

The whole thing has been blown out 
of proportion. ReaJjstically, television 
has shown much worse things than a 
breast. Music videos show much 
Wallie, and so does late-night televi
sion. 

This is a part of the hwnan body. 
Children are going to see parts of the 
body that are usually covered \Vith 
clothing, someday, if they have not 
already. It is a natural thing that, when 
not displayed with lewdness or in an 
overtly sexual context, is simply not an 
issue. 

Some people even say that the 
hwnan body is a work of art. Though 
exploitation, e<;pecially that of 
women's bodies, is an unfortunate fact, 
the body itself is not something to 
inspire shame. And should an individ
ual choose to represent him- or herself 
in a way that we may not agree v..ith, it 
is still, within reason. that person's 
right. The human body is nol inherent
ly indecent, though the 
context it is shown in 
may be. 

\Vhat is more worri
some? That the public 
saw a breast, or the 
type of act that it 
starred in ') If 
the show 
was inap
propriate, 

much so 
befo r e 
th e 

appear
ance of 
said breast. 
This stunt was unnecessary 
and inapproprijl.e for network televi
sion, but 0 are many of the programs 
on television today, with or without 
partially nude women. The latter is 
minor in comparison to the situations, 
language, violence and stereotypes per
petuated by many ongoing series. 

This episode bas brought controver
sy over other shows. However, nudity 
has become the focus rather than show 
content. For example, "ER" had to cut 
out part of their program because it 
exposed an elderly woman's brea~t 

during a scene. This may have been 
gratuitous, but it is hard to assume it 
was meant to be titillating. This is a part 
of medical reality, and this program is 
known for its accuracy in portraying 
such scenarios. Meanwhile, no one 
seems as concerned about the bold
faced sexual insinuations and scenes in 
other programs. What about daytime 
dramas, or "soap operas" that come on 
just as many children are coming horne 

hom school? How about the crime 
shows around dinner and homework 
time') The rampant pornography pop
ups on the Internet? That type of attack 
on children's senses is a daily occur
rence, and the world goes wild over a 
breast? 

Michael Powell, FCC chair, 
released new obscenity standards after 
the incident oocurred Apparently, the 
FCC was flushed with complaints after 
the Super Bowl show. Apparently, 
Powell is investigating not only the 
Jackson incident but the whole halftime 
show. 

The investigation is unnecessary 
and a waste of time. The world has 
other things to worry about right now. 
The incident is done and over with., so 
just let it be. 

Broadcasts that are considered inde
cent arc restricted to be aired bet\'/een 
10 p.m. and 6 a.m. This is when the 
least nwnber of children are likely to be 
watching. Likely is the key word here; 
any child could stay up late and watch 
these " indecent" shows without their 
parents' permission. 

Not to say that there are 
not children out there who 
would refrain from watch

ing such things. There 
are some things that 

children should 

puni hed for what 

not be allowed 
to watch, and 

the stunt that 
Jackson and 
Timberlake 
played was 
hardly per
missible. 
But 
s hould 

children 
h a v e 
bee n 
watch-

ing that 
act 

regardless? 
NBC 

should not be 

happened on the broadcast - if the sta
tion really did not know the act was 
going to happen. However, they might 
be questioned on their choice of perror
mance to begin with. 

As for future Super Bowl halftime 
shows, they will probably be monitor
ing the acts a little more closelv. so that 
this does not happen again. Whether it 
was "indecent" or "obscene," it just 
needs to be dropped. What constitutes 
"family" programming, however, may 
need funher questions and explana
tions. 

We were not offended by the act that 
occurred at the Super Bowl. The time 
and energy that has been put into the 
case by the FCC has been a waste of 
time. The United States has worse 
things to worry about than the exposure 
of a breast. Like, for one, the type of 
media children are being exposed to on 
a daily basis, rather than in one brief 

The issue 

All the hoopla that 

surrounded Janet 

Jackson's nippLe 

slip and Howard 

Stern's removal 

from some radio 

stations has 

America in a witch 

hunt for obscenity. 

Wesuaest 

Relax, folks. It was 

just a nipple t hat 

slipped out. It 

wouLd have been 

more offensive if 

she burned the 

flag, so let it go. 

And Let's face it: 

Howard Stern is 

doing nothing today 

that he was not 

doing 10 years ago. 

Why is it now 

obscene? 

So what -- . ~·~c ·. 
Tell us what you thinkl Drop us 

a line at the office. 388 MSC, 

or online at our Web site 

How do you feel about the 
topics we've written about? 

• Obscenity 
• 'The Passion' verdict 

• Pressing on 

You can make your voice 
heard in a variety of ways! 

• Submit a Letter to the Editor 
• Write a Guest Commentary 
• Visit the Online Forums at 

TheCurrentOnline.com 

bY 1<e"\l' 
staff Photographer 

RoW do yOU {eel about n 
the bomosexual mar- fI 
riage issue'? • 

Emily Ewings 
Freshman 
Theatre 

----,,---
I feel homosexuals should have 

the right to get married. Everyone 
is equal and so they should be 
able to enjoy the freedom of a 

monogamous relationship. 

Joe Garavaglia 
Junior 

Accounting 
----"--------

It's a very touchy issue that is per
sonal to a lot of people. I'm neu

tral about it right now. 

" " 
.' , 

March 8, 2004 ~ 
'Passion's'verdict 

Well, the verdict is in. Last 
Thursday, I went and saw Mel 
Gibson's '''The Passion of The Christ." 
Some of you may remember that, a 
couple weeks ago, I wrote my column 
about the hoopla sur
rounding the movie, that 
I thought it was over the 
top, that it was blown 
out of proportion. Now I 
know that to be true. 

It was my mother 's 
birthday last Thun;ciay, 
and she wanted to go See 
the movie, so my 
fiancee, my uncle, my 
mother, her boyfriend 
and myself went to see 
'The Passion." I will say 

No, this was a brutal beating of an iii; 
innocent man. 

As for the charges of anti-Semitism, 
while I can undeTIitand where some 
might come away with this conclusion, 

I do not believe it to be 
true. Caiaphas is por
trayed as a somewhat .. 
cold-hearted man, call- ~ 
ing for Christ's death, 
true, but he was por
trayed the same way in 
"Jesus Christ SUpellitar," 
and no one threw a fit 
then. As for the so-called 
"nice treatment" of the i ) 
Romans, I do not believe 

this about the movie: itis .JASON GRANGER 

I was watching the same 
movie others were. The 
bulk of the Romans are 
portrayed as blood
thirsty and cruel, espe-

one of the best movies I 
have eVer Seen. And I 
will never see it again. 

Editor-in-Chief 

Did I think it. too violent? No. Was 
it anti-Semitic? No. It was just so emo
tionally draining, so exhausting to 
watch, that I could never sit through it 
again. Each time the whip fell, I felt 
like it was ripping into my town flesh, 
and I jumped accordingly. Each time 
the stakes were driven through Jesus' 
hands or feet, I felt it (symbolically, of 
course) in my own hands and feet. One 
part in particular, in which one of the 
Romans' whips (tipped with metal 
claws) gets caught on what I can only 
assume was one of Christ's ribs, made 
me literally jwnp a couple of inches out 
of my seal The Roman guard proceed
ed to jerk on the whip, taking a large 
amount of blood and skin with it. 

Now, some might say that the vio
lence was too much , that Gibson 
showed two hoUlli of Jesus getting his 
butt kicked. This is true; Jesus does 
take a heavy beating, no doubt. But I 
believe the violence was necessary. 
I've said it once and now I'll say it 
again: Do people believe the beating 
w as just some slaps with a wet noodle? 
Do people believe that Christ was 
attached to the cross with some rope? 

cially the ones doing the ~ 
beating. They repeatedly laughed at 
Christ when he collapsed in agony. 
Most people point to portraying 
Pontius Pilate in a somewhat compas
sionate manner. If you have done even 
a CUlliory glance over the Bible, you 
\Vill find that Pilate did not want Christ . , 
crocified., he wanted him beaten. Then 
he told the rabble, "If you want him 
crucified, crucify him. It is not on my 
hands" and "1 wash my hands" of this 
decision. After watching this movie, I 
did not leave \Vith a pronounced hatred 
of Jews. I thought much less of ancient .;; 
Romans, but I left with no anti-Semitic 
thoughts, no anti-Semitic feelings. I did 
not blame Jews for Christs' death. In 
fact, we are all to blame. Christians, 
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Taoists, 
agnositics, atheists, we are all to blame. 

I think this movie has been vil
lainized for no reason. It is emotional 
(my uncle, fiancee and mother were all 
crying at some point) and hard' to 
watch. But I think everyone needs to 
see this movie. It is beautifully made, 
but more, the message is beautiful as 
well. You'll just need a few ho= to 
process what you 've seen. 

Pressing on 
I was just begging the sympathy of 

our fanner editor-in-chief last evening. 
Seeking solace from one who has 
shared my plight, the weekly editorial, 
and survived to ten the tale. Sometimes 
the greatest honors can feel like a curse. 

Though sympathetic, we both knew 
that my call was less for bolstering, and 
more in the name of procrastination. 
After all, I'm at dead-
line - again_ 

Still uninspired at 
the close of our conver
sation, I decided to 
indulge myself a few 
nrinutes more. I had a 
book 1'd been meaning 
to read ... but I would 
only allow myself the 
introduction. No more. 
Then back to work. 

tunity for growth, of course; I was just 
feeling particularly lazy. And as we are 411 
now at mid-term in the school year, I 
couldn't help but see a correlation to 
educ;ation. 

How many sacrifices do people 
make in the name of education? We 
study, suffer the rigOTIi of applications, 
spend frightening sums, live out bizarre 

schedules. Then, once .f,. 
the semester's novelty 
wean; off, we are 
instantly gnnnbIing 
and wishing it would 
just be done with. In 
our minds we have 
moved on, we' re ready tt, 
for the next thing and 
the wait is inter
minable. Again, not a 
question of .. the need 
for growth, but escape. So I guiltily cracked 

the spine on a Bill 
Bryson book I had 
wanted to read for ages, 
a collection of writing 
titled 'Tm a Stranger 

So what do we do 
_.fIIIC!:,~LE _LE~LAI~_ when the miraculous, .: 

Managing Editor or at least commend
able, has become mun-

Here Myself," and settled in for a few 
minutes of non-editorial related prose. 
And on page two I came across: 

''"The thing about a weekly column, 
I discovered, is that it comes up week
ly. Now this may seem a self-evident 
fact, but in two years there never came 
a week when it did not strike me as both 
profound and startling. Another col
umn? Already? But Ijust did one." 

I mean it, truly; it happened just so. 
As I groaned and shut the book, 

reminding myself that I should be glad 
for my unusual opportunity, I couldn't 
belp but think of other such honors I 
have taken, and still take, for granted. 
You know, those instances where, once 
you have won, acquired, or possessed 
whatever you bad so fervently wanted, 
it suddenly becomes "just one of those 
things." Then you move on, at least 
mentally, sometimes literally. You want 
something new. 

The hardest part is knowing whether 
our motive is growth, or escape. 

In my case, it is certainly escape of 
hard work. Writing offers every oppor-

Sarah Miller 
Senior 

Business Admin. -----,,---
The issue people miss is that it's 
not about the piece of paper; . it's 

about shared rights. 

------- " ------

dane? 
At this juncture, I imagine you 

expect an answer. Unfortunately, this is 
bound to be one of those circular essays 
in which I pose more questions than I ~ 
answer. Sorry, but I thought you should 
know now. 

Add to this worthy question, that of: 
What is more important, attaining a 
goal or completing a task, ot the 
process you have weathered on the 
way? A trophy holds little meaning . 
without a little suffering. When I pause 
from my own whining, I realize that I 
have gained more, grown more and 
achieved more satisfaction from the 
process of producing this column and 
living this student life than from the 
fleeting joy of my job assignment and 't 
acceptance to graduate school, and pos
sibly, I dare say, than I will from their 
mark on my resume. 

The real achievement may be what 
we learn from carrying on once the 
newness fades and the work becomes, 
well, work:. It's certainly the truest test 
of our abilities. And that is hardly mun- ~ 
dane. 

Erica Turner 
Freshman 

. Undecided 

---- " -----
I don't feel as if anyone should 

interfere with another's love 
life. If they wanna get married, 

let 'em get married. 

-----,,---
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Terminato," meets 
modern soldiers 

BY CATHERINE MARQUIS

HOMEYER 

--·-·· ·-·~·science--columiiiSi-·· --·-···-'·' -·- ·--

The photo in the Berkeley press 
release made me think of the 
Terminator. But this photo of a man 
with legs encased in a metal frame 
actually accompanied an article about 
a new robotics project designed to help . 
a soldier carry a much heavier load 
than normal. 

While the hardware and hydraulics 
might look like part of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's costume, the 
Berkeley Lower Extremity 
Exoskeleton (BLEEX), funded by the 

. Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA), is being touted as a 
tool to allow soldiers to walk farther 
carrying heavier loads, to help medics 
carry the wounded off battlefields, to 
help firefighters carry heavy equip
ment up stairs, or even to help those 
with weakened muscles to walk. 

The whole contraption is attached 
to an army boot, the person's body and 
a vest-and-backpack type assembly. It 
allows the wearer to walk around car
rying heavy loads with the same effort 
as carrying a five-pound pack The 
device just moves with the wearer and 
requires no special training to operate. 

The BLEEX project offers a tanta
lizing solution to situations in which 
heavy equipment is needed but vehi
cles cannot travel. Man has traditional
ly solved this problem by putting pack 

animals to work to haul things or 
inventing maneuverable tools like the 
wheelbarrow. With this invention, the 
person becomes his or her own wheel
barrow. 

The exoskeleton is a project of the 
University of California at Berkeley'S 
Robotics and Human Engineering 
Laboratory program and DARPA is 
the military's research and experimen
tation wing. DARPA is the organiza
tion that really invented the Internet, 
although it was university academics 
who brought it to a useful state, but 
DARPA is also the organization that 
brought us Camivoreand the Total' 
Information Awareness project. 
DARPA's role is to fund research in 
the unusual. 

This project has been running since 
2(XX) and has now reached the point at 
which a person, which the project calls 
a pilot, can carry a 70-pound load with 
great maneuverability. "We've 
designed this system to be ergonomic, 
highly maneuverable and technically 
robust so the wearer can walk, squat, 
bend and swing from side to side with
out noticeable reductions in agility. 
The human pilot can also step over and 
under obstructions while carrying 
equipment and supplies," said 
Homayoon Kazerooni, professor of 
mechanical engineering and director 
of UC-Berkeley's Robotics and 
Human Engineering Laboratory. The 
project's scientists plan to work on 
adapting the system so the wearer can 
also run andjump while using the sys-

. tem. 
The device is connected to special

ized army boots to which .the leg 
braces are firmly and rigidly attached. 
The mechanical metal leg braces are 
connected in a more fluid manner to 
the rest of the legs, to prevent abrasion. 
The whole assembly has its own 
power source - the first prototypes 
used chainsaw engines - in a vest-and
backpack assembly, which also carries 

. the braces when not in use, or can be 
used to carry a heavy load. According 
to the developers, wearing the 100-
pound device and carrying a 70-pound 
pack feels like carrying five pounds. 

The military is also working on 

developing a sophisticated high-tech 
telecom and weapons control system 
for use by footsoldiers, as part of its 
Future Combat Systems program. This 
system will make it much more feasi
ble for soldiers to carry those heavier 
packs of equipment over longer dis
tances. This system will also be useful 
for non-military applications, such as 
emergency rescue personnel and fire
fighters, allowing them to also haul 
heavy equipment into inaccessible 
areas. Other applications may be to aid 
those with health-related mobility 
problems. ''The fundamental technolo
gy developed here can also be devel
oped to help people with limited mus
cle ability to walk optimally," said 
Kazerooni. 

The fact that the device just moves 
with the wearer and does not require 
training to operate makes it something 
that could get wide use by rescue 
teams or be issued to all soldiers, once 
the product is through development. 

The UC-Berkeley team is not the 
only group working on such a device 
but they are the furthest along in the 
process. 'We are taking great pains to 
make this as practical and robust as 
possible for the wearer," 'said 
Kazerooni. "Several engineers around 
the world are working on motorized 
exoskeletons that can enhance human 
strength, but we've advanced our 
design to the point where a 'pilot' 
could strap on the external metal frame 

. and walk in figure eights around a 
room. No one else has done that." 

How does this system work? The 
device works by shifting the weight 
load of the wearer using more than 40 
sensors and hydraulic actuators. The 
system forms a network that acts as a 
kind of nervous system for the device, 
with sensors in the soles of the boots 
providing information to its computer 
to direct it on how to adjust the load. 
The system uses hydraulic power for 
locomotion and electrical power for 
the computer. 

While they will not be cyborgs, sol
diers of the future might look more 
like the Terminator than G.l Joe as 
they stride across a battlefield, thanks 
to robotics researchers in California. 

'Passion' could cause anti-Semitic backlash 
Dear Editor, 

As a Catholic man who regularly 
attends synagogue with my wife, I 
would like to add my comments to the 
discussion about Mel Gibson's movie 
''The Passion." The problem is not 
that a movie has been made about a 
religious story; the problem is that the 
story itself may have an anti-Jewish 
theme (Don't stop reading). Stay with 
me for a few more lines at least 

When I fIrst heard the New 
Testament called anti-Semitic, my 
reaction was immediate and visceral: 
NO! The Gospels are the "Good 
News" of the salvation of mankind. 
The epistles are our instructions to 
lead a good Christian life. There's 
nothing evil in them. They say that 
Jesus' love is available to all. But then 

I went back and reread the scriptures. 
For example: 

Pilate ... took water and washed his 
hands .. . and all the people answered, 

"Let his (Jesus') blood be on us 
and on our children!" (MAT 27:24-
25) 

Men of Israel, ... you put him 
(Jesus) to death by nailing him to 
the cross. (ACTS 2:22-23) 

He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive 
him. (John 1:11) 

Whether these passages are anti- . 
Semitic or not is beside the point. The 
fact remains that they have been used 

to supply Biblical justification for the 
mistreatment of Jews many times 
over the last 2,()(X) years. What's most 
frightening is that there is a powerful 
and vocal minority of Christians who 
still interpret scripture this way. As 
much as moderate Christians hate to 
admit it, this has happened and con
tinues to happe.n. 

This is the concern of Jews and 
moderate Christians about this movie. 
By graphically dramatizing the death 
of Jesus and the participation of some 
Judean people, we are afraid that 
more people will feel that there is 
Biblical justifIcation for the hatred of 
Jews. 

David Corley 
UM-St. Louis student 

Granger forgot to mention 
Bob Dylan's first protest song 

Dear Editor, 
Just wanted to pass along the lyrics 

of a 1963 song that you may not have 
beard Some may say that this song isn't 
exactly Rock'nRoli (it was written in 
Dylan's pre-electric phase), but 'ole Bob 
was definitely speaking his mind. 
''Elowin' in the WInd", "A Hard Rain's 
Gonna Fall", and "Talking World War 
ill Blues", three more "protest" songs 
(loosely defined, but, hey he was work
ing off of his own blueprint), were also 
on this album. Sorry to call you on that 
one, but as a Bob Dylan fan I couldn't 
let it pass. You should check Dylan out 
at the Pageant on Mar 1st, 2nd, or 3rcL 

Thanks and Keep Up the Hard 
Wolk, 

Chris Snively 

''Masters of War" 

Come you masters of War 
You that build all the guns 
You that build the death planes 
You that build the big bombs 
You that hide behind walls 
You that hide behind desks 
I just want you to know 
I can see through your masks 

You that never done nothin' 

But build to destroy 
You play with my world 
Like ifs your little toy 
You put a gun in my hand 
And you hide from my eyes 
And you !lim and run farther 
When the fast bullets fly 

Like Judas of old 
You lie and deceive 
A world war can be won 
You want me to believe 
But I see through your eyes 
And I see through your brain 
Like I see through the water 
That runs down my drnin 

You fasten the triggers 
For the others to fire 
Then you set back and watch 
When the death count gets higher 
You bide in your mansion 
As young people's blood 
Flows out of their bodies 
And is buried in the mud 

You've thrown the worst fear 
That can ever be hurled 
Fear to bring children 
Into the world 
For threatening my baby 
Unoom and unnamed 
You ain't worth the blood 

That runs in your veins 

How much do I know 
To talk out ofturn 
You might say that fm young 
You might say Tm unlearned 
But there's one thing I know 
Though Tm younger than you 
Even Jesus woUld never 
Forgive what you do 

Let me ask you one question 
Is your money that good 
Will it buy you forgiveness 
Do you think that it could 
I think you will find 
When your death takes its toll 
All the money you made 
Will never buy back your soul 

And I hope that you die 
And your deathll come soon 
I will follow your casket 
In the pale afternoon 
And I1l watch while you're lowered 
Down to your deathbed 
And I1l stand o'er your grave 
Til fm sure that you're dead 

-Bob Dylan 1963 

The best album tha1 
you've never heard 
This week: The Best of Simon and Garfunkle 

BY .JASON GRANGER 

--- ---&iiior-i~-Cbie.r- -

One of the advantages of being one 
of the all-time great songwriters is, 
obviously, writing some of the best 
songs of all time. For Paul Simon, 
crafting beautiful folk-rock melodies 
has become old hat, but it was his time 
with Art Garfunkel that defined his 
status as a songwriter. 

During the late 1960s and early 
1970s, Simon and Garfunkel were a 
musical force to be reckoned with. 
They crafted songs of amazing sim
plicity, but the songs radiated with 
spectacular harmonies and words that 
still move people to this day. This 
week we will examine ''The Best of 
Simon and Garfunkel," one of the true 
must-have greatest-hits collections. 

The first song we will look at is 
"America." This is a tune about being 
lost and not understanding your place. 
It starts jollily eno~gh, with two lovers 
experiencing a road trip via bus 
together. They are "laughing on the 
busIPlaying games with the faces." 
But then the song takes a more somber 
tum with the song's focal character 
saying, "'Kathy I'm lost' I 
saidfThough I knew she was sleeping! 
'I'm empty and aching and I don't 
know why' /Counting the cars on the 
New Jersey turnpikeffhey've all 
come to look for America't The pro
found loneliness in this song is beauti
fully sung by Simon and Garfunkel's 
hannonies. 

Next up is ''The Boxer." This is a 
story of a young man lost on the streets 
of New YOlk. Not literally lost, but 
emotionally lost, wishing he could go 
home. This is an emotionally rending 
song, but its lush melodies make up 
for the melancholy, and as with all 

Simon songs, the lyrics are incredible. 
"In the clearing stands a boxer and 
fighter by his trade/And he carries the 
reminder/Of every glove that laid him 
down/Or cut him till he cried outlIn his 
anger and his shameII am leaving I am 
leavingtBut the fighter still remains." 
This is an amazing song. 

Next on our featured songs list is 
"My Little Town." Recorded hy 

--"--
During the late 

1960s and early 
1970s, Simon and 
Garfunkel were a 

musical force to be 
reckoned with.They 

crafted songs of 
amazing simplicity, 

but the songs radiat
ed with spectacular 

harmonies .... 

--,,--
Simon and GarrunKel for two separate 
solo albums: Simon's "Still Crazy 
After All These Years" and 
Garfunkel's "Breakaway." It was, 
however, still included on this CD. 
Great words again are the focal point 
on this song, as they sing about disil
lusionment in · small-town America. 
They paint a picture of a drab exis
tence devoid of color, an existence of 
perpetual night They sing a tale of a 
young man who witnesses an amazing 
event. "After it rainslThere's a rain
bow/ And all of the colors are blackllt's 
not that the colors aren't therelIt's just 

imagination they lacklEverything' 
the same backlIn my litt! 
townINothing but the dead . 0 

night/Back in my little town." Th 
song gets better, too. ''In my littl, 
townii never meant nothingII was jm 
my father's son/Saving m: 
money/Dreaming of gloryrrwitchin: 
like a finger on the trigger of a gun." 

The last song we \\ill look at i 
'''The Sound of Silence." In my opin 
ion, this is one of the ten best song 
ever written. It is by far Paul Simon': 
masterpiece of songwriting. This com 
mentary on society is dark, driving ane 
somewhat depressing, but the word: 
here, well, let's just say the only fel 
lows who could do better were name( 
Lennon and McCartney. "'Fools,' saic 
J, 'You do not know/Silence like a can 
cer growslHear my words that I migh 
teach youtrake my arms that I migh 
reach you' /But my words like silen 
raindrops fell! And echoed in the well~ 
of silence." Simon then goes on wid 
an indictment of all things · near 
(which gets heavily maligned in rod 
and roll. Creedence ClearwateJ 
Revival, Paul McCartney and Bill) 
Joel also lambaste neon). "And the 
people bowed and prayedlTo the neon 
god they made/And the sign flashed 
out its warning/In the words that it w~ 
fomling! And the sign said 'The worill 
of the prophets are written on the sub-

. way walls/And tenement halls'/And 
whispered in the sounds of silence." 

Being as legendary as Simon and 
Garlunkel are together, it is no surprise 
that the two of them teamed up for a 
massively successful tour this year. 
Now we have to hope that a new 
album will come oul of the deal. Until 
that time comes, we can thank God 
there are such amazing songs as these 
to relish. 

at do the rea ers n 
Results from the weekly web poll: 

Did you go to HO';;~~f!",!,~ng! J 
Yes • 11% (2 votes) 
No -------------... ~ 56% (10 votes) 
For a little while • 0% (0 votes) 
No, homecoming is for high school • 33% (6 vote) 

Results via www.thecurrentonline.com *www.thecurrentonline.com does not limit Yotes per 
person and the poll is not a scientific sampling. 

'faylor's article pro-choice propaganda 
To the Editor: 

Was the "Students Rally for Pro
Choice Issues" article by Stefanie 
Taylor a news story or propaganda? 
Not once throughout the whole story is 
there any mention of the pro-life side 
of the issue, while there are numerous 
quotes calling people that are pro-life 
"anti-choice". There is not a single 
quote from a student who is pro-life. 

It's an elementary concept in journal
ism to refrain from havi.ng a slanted or 
biased article featuring only one point 
of view. 

Taylor 's use of subtle phrases such 
as "the overwhelming support for 
women's rights" slant the article fur
ther. She makes it appear that people 
who are pro-life are a small minority. 
In reality, there are numerous people 

on both sides of this very divisive 
issue. Her own personal views should 
not even come into play in this article. 
When writing articles The Current 
should stick to the facts of the story, or 
at the very least, present both sides of 
the issue. 

Christopher Leicht 
UM-St Louis student 
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Inching 
closer to 
spring 
break 
BY COURTNEY HABERER 

StajJWriter 

Warm sunshine, good friends 
and no classes are in the near 
future for many UM-St. Louis stu
dents. It is only a few weeks until 
students take some well-needed 
time off for spring break. 

Several UM-St. Louis students 
were surveyed on what they plan 
to do for spring break this year. 

45 percent will be going on a 
trip with friends. 

30 percent will be working. 
10 percent will be spending 

time with their family. 
15 percent are unsure of what 

they will be doing with the time 
off. 

Patrice Williams, senior, 
music, feels that the popular desti
nations for spring break are the 
beaches .. She thinks students go to 
beaches and party with friends on 
spring break, instead of during the 
summer. She thinks this is because 
students feel summer break is 
more of a time for family vaca
tions, and spring break is more like 
a national college party. 

see SPRING BREAK, page 7 
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St. Louis celebrates women's history 
BY MELISSA M CCRARY 

Features Associate 

rounding women. They will celebrate 
a rich history through IIlany different 
activities around campus. 

the Lewis and Clark Legacy," will help 
develop a consciousness of the roles 

that Native American women have 
played. Keely Bursik, administrative 

assistant for the Institute of 
Women's and Gender Studies, 

For a muCh oj our nation's h . The School of Business is 
expected to co-sponsor an Throughout the month of March, 

many UM-Sl Louis orgarDzations and 
departments will celebrate the history 
of women. 

describes the purpose for 
these presentations. 

"Each year we do a 
panel series that deals 

",en were the only people allowe 
to vote and work. Despite their sec· 

event titled "Women, 
Business and 

The Business and Continuing 
Education departments, the Office of 
Student Life, Nursing, and the Institute 
for Women's and Gender Studies will 
recognize and host programs that 
focus on the lives of women. 

Since March is Women's History 
Month, some determined and hard
working women like Jane Adams, 
Susan B. Anthony, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Harriet Tubman, Mother Teresa and 
Anne Prank are being honored. 

with current women's top-
ics and past women's 
experiences that have 
been largely ignored, ' 
Bun;ik said. 

Bursik went on to discuss 
this year's panels and what 

ond-class status, many women 
became innovators, social 

reformers, artists, and 
pathbreakers, The month of 

March is dedicated to the legacy of 
e remarkable women whose Ii 

Entrepreneurship," on 
Thursday, March 30, 
from noon until 1 :30 in 
211 Clark Hall. TIlls 
panel will concern 
women small-business 

owners, large financial 
institutions and how 

women can succeed in the 
business world. each event is about. 

The first event promoting 
Women's History Month took place 
on Thursday, March 4, and was held 
by the Women's Health and Wellness 
Center. Participants at the event 'The 
Great Hormone Debate" discussed 
many different topics, from contracep
tion to hormone therapy, and provided 
some insight to new women's medical 
research. 

continue to inspire u 
The Office of SUldent life is 

FaT a great deal of our nation's his
tory, men were the only people 
allowed to vote and work. Instead of 
sitting' around, some women spent 
their time helping the poor, improving 
social conditions, fomting peace 
movements, beginning missionary 
work, becoming leaders for women's 
rights and ending segregation. 

Students, faculty and staff at illvl
St. Louis have turned the focus this 
month to past and current events sur-

The next panel series will be held 
on Thursday, March 11, from noon 
until 2 p .m. in the lC. Penney 
Building. This presentation, 'The Rest 
of the Story: Osage Women Discuss 

participating in a program in con
junction with the Office of Equal 
Opportunity called "The Trail Blazer 
Nominations." 

"'Ibe intent of this program is to 
recogrtize women on campus who 
have noteworthy talents, recognizing 
student athletes, alums who have con
tributed to the University or who have 
been the first to hold positions that 
men would normally have," Student 
Activities Coordinator Allyson Wilson 
srud. 'There will be awards handed 
out, including a scholarship to a female 

Laurie Bainter, sophomore, international business, wears a number of hats at UM-St. Louis. Currently, she selVes as the SGA 
Treasurer, the International Business Club as special events coordinator, International Business Advisory Board as a student 
representative, and Residential Hall Association as the Seton floor representative. Bainter is also a member of student sketch 
comedy group Grrilla Theatre, and is a first alto in the City Wide University Gospel Ministry choir. 

Renaissance woman Laurie Bainter brings 
leadership and fun to UM-St. Louis 

BY GARY SOHN 

StajJWriter 

Laurie Bainter knows how to manage her 
time. Not only does she contribute to UM-St. 
Louis through her various student involve
ments, she still manages to maintain a social 
life and a 3.87 grade point average. 

Bainter is a sopbomore studying internation
al business. This accomplished out-of-state stu
dent hails from the countryside of Yakima, 
Wash., where she grew up rining horses in the 
desert. 

Bainter's resume is ideal for any employer 
looking for someone who bas been involved in 
college organizations. She is involved in 
Student Government Association as treasurer, 
the International Business Club as special 
events coordinator, International Business 
Advisory Board as a student representative, and 
Residential Hall Association as the Seton floor 
representative. Bainter is also a member of stu
dent sketch comedy group Grrilla Theatre, is a 
member of the Pierre Laclede Honors College 
Student Association, and is a first alto in the 
City Wide University Gospel Ministry choir. 

As .treasurer of Student Government 
Association, Bainter's job entails keeping track 
of SGA's spending by reporting financial state
ments to the General Assembly. 

Bainter also has other responsibilities in stu
dent government that go beyond serving as 
treasurer. As a member of the executive board, 
Bainter participates in the discussion and vot
ing of election rules and resolutions proposed 
to the general assembly. 

One of the resolutions recently brought up 
before the executive board, Bainter recalls, is 
"a resolution for vegan food to be served in The 
Nosh. " 

At times, SGA board meetings can get 
stressful, but that does not stop Bainter from 
getting things done while creating a positive 
work environment, says Kristy Runde, SGA 
president: 

"Laurie is very . outgoing when things are 
stressful," Runde said. "She brings in her per
sonality and lifts our spirits. She's always there 

for us in the executive board and goes beyond 
her duty as treasurer." 

As special events coordinator for 
International Business Club, Bainter arranges 
for guest speakers, conferences and tours. 

"We recently took a tour of Anheuser Busch 
where we got to talk to Steve Burrows, CEO of 
Anheuser Busch International," Bainter said. 

In addition to participating in mc, Bainter 
is also a student representative on the 
International Business Advisory Board. Sh.e 
said that although she is not on the board itself, 
she does offer a student voice. 

"We organize fundraising to help raise 
money to advance the International Business 
curriculum at UM-St. Louis," she said . 
"Newsweek has ranked the undergraduate pro-

" Laurie is very outgoing 
when things are 

stressful. She brings in 
her personality and 

lifts our spirits. She's 
always there for us ... 

- Kristy Runde, 
SGA president 

" gram as eighteenth ill the nation, and we want 
to continue to improve our ranking." 

Fundraisin'g through special committees is 
something the International Business Advisory 
is currently doing to get money to support their 
curriculum on campus. These committees 
include the Education Committee, 
Advancement Committee and International 
Experience Committee. Bainter works with the 
Advancement Committee. 

David Ricks, director of International 
Business Programs and co-chair of Advisory 
Board, said that Bainter is an ambitious student. 

"She's working with the board, working 
very hard, and a good addition. She is one of 

the first students to get involved," he said. 
After a ' busy and active day on campus, 

Bainter goes back to her dorm where she is a 
floor representative for Seton Hall. Bainter said 
that she is a voice for residents who have sug
gestions, comments or ideas about things going 
on in the Seton dorm and greater residential 
community. 

"I have a suggestion box outside my door 
for residents, and it is my responsibility to see 
to it that they get the proper paperwork to send 
through to RHA," Bainter said. "I also arrange 
for 'H.O.T.' month, which is Hall of the month. 
Residents can eam points for their hall by going 
to certain events and the [winning hall] gets a 
fifty-dollar party. Seton won again so we are 
planning to have pizza rolls and root beer 
floats." 

Bamter is also in a sketch comedy group 
called Guilla. The sketch group, previously 
known as Guerilla Theatre, performs comedy 
shows on and off campus. 

Brijul Bhakta, junior, theatre, said that 
Bainter is devoted and has fun despite her hec
tic schedule. 

"She is a really funny performer and she 
brings her own style: wacky, loopy, silly," 
Bhakta said. "It's amazing how she can do all 
these things and still have the same devotion as 
the other fellow Grrillas." 

Bainter will be performing with the Grrillas 
at the University of Missouri-Columbia and 
City Improv at Union Station. For further infor
mation about dates, times and places, go to 
www.guerilJatheatre.4t.com. 

Bainter is also a member of PLHCSA at the 
Honors College. She said that the Honors 
College, located on South Campus, is one of 
the biggest reasons that she enrolled at UM-St. 
Louis. ' 

"I really like the Honors College because it's 
like a small family," she said. "1 did some net
working and talked to Todd Taylor and Birgit 
Noll and got exited by the fact thatUMSL has 
an international business program tied with 
Honors College." 

see BAINTER, page 7 

student, and an awards banquet will be 
held in the fall." 

Not only are some exciting events 
for Women's History Month taking 
place around campus, but some off
campus events will also honor women 
in the surrounding suburbs of S1. 
Louis. 

On Wednesday, March 17, two 
female musicians will perform their 
works at the S1. Louis Powell 
Symphony Hall. This free show is 
open to the pUblic, and is scheduled to 
begin at 7 p.m. 

The Pageant, located in the U. City 
Loop, is hosting if benefit jazz concert 
for the Redevelopment Opportunities 
for Women Organization on Saturday, 
March 27, at 8 p.m. 

The Missouri Historical Society 
and the Missouri History Museum in 
Forest Park will host an exhibition 
called "Today's Girls, Tomorrow's 
Women." The exhibition commemo
rates the founding of The Girl Scout 
Council of Greater St. Louis in 1918. 

For more information about the 
events happening at UM-St. Louis, 
contact the Women's Studies Resource 
Center or Office of Women's and 
Gender Studies at 516-5581, or visit 
their website at www.urnsl.edu/divi
sions/artscienceliwgs.html. 

Everywhere 
& nowhere 
The Office of Student life 

aids, nurtures student orga

nizations, but stays in the 

background 

BY GARY SOHN 
- - -

Staff'li/riter 

The Office of Student Life is a 
place that every organization on 
campus knows. Student Life, locat
ed on the third floor of the MSC, I 

provides advising and guidelines 
for all organizations on campus. 

"All student organizations fall 
under the office of student life," 
said Parker Denny, advisor for 
Student Life. "We are responsible 
for all student life on campus." 

Some of those responsibilities 
that Student Life carries out include 
helping organizations understand 
University policy procedures, guid
ance on writing out contracts, and 
demographic data, whicb gives an 
organization an idea of what stu
dents want. 

"We advise on how to print 
posters, rewrite constitutions, and 
anything else that they need," said 
Denny. 

Orinthia Montague, director for 
the Office of Student Life, said that 
Student Life has a long staff history I 

background. 
"Our staff has over eight years of 

experience on campus, whereas stu
dents in organizations have only 
four years. This is because most 
students in those organizations have 
graduated and moved on," 
Montague said. 

Joe Flees, coordinator for 
Student Life, explained that the 
office not only gives advice to orga
nizations, but they also sponsor 
events. 

''We have leadership retreats in • 
the fall, leadership banquet[s] in the 
spring and community service pro
grams," he said. "We have a 
November Month of Service. We 
did all sorts of different things like 

. going to a homeless shelter and 
helping out." 

Flees also explained the goal of 
Student Life. 

"The mission of the Office of 
Student Life is to provide social and 
education programs outside the 
classroom," he said. "'This is impor
tant because you can learn a lot 
about society and about yourself, 
and your role in society, developing 
leadership abilities by just being in 
these programs." 

A couple of events that the 
Office of Student Life sponsors 
include Health Awareness and 
Welcome Week. 

"Welcome Week is an event that 
provides a venue for new and 
returning students to meet one 
another and get familiar with what's 
on campus," said Montague. 

Student Life also helps advise 
events like Mirth Day, which will 
take place this year on April 21 . 

"Mirth Day is a big carnival and 
concert," Denny said. "We will 
have booths set up to promote their 
activities. We have scheduled the 

. band Better than Ezra and three 
additional local bands." 

see STUDENT LIFE, page 7 
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Still Undecided? • Counseling services can assist with school 
and career-preparation choices 

Photos by Mike Sherwin! The Current 

Christina Lyubenko, sophomore, American studies, cradles 
a toy globe while completing a career goals worksheet dur
ing the "Choose Your Major" workshop Wednesday. Kathline 
Kelly, an intern with Counseling Services, led the workshop 
that used games and personality assessment tests. 

BAINTER, from page 6 

Todd Taylor, admissions coun
selor, is impressed with Bainter's 
drive and devotion to student life.' "I 
think she's an excellent student. I'm 
impressed that she is so engaged on 
campus with GrriIla's, SGA, mc," he 
said. "I think she's an excellent young 
lady." 

And while it seems more than like
ly that Bainter c.Quld not have any 
more time in her schedule to do other 
things, she still manages to serve as a 
first alto in the City Wide University 
Gospel Ministry choir. 

Bainter has been with the gospel 
choir for one year and just moved up 
from a second alt to the first alto 
voice section. Sbe said that she got 

involved through a friend and has 
been singing wi th the choir ever since. 
Bainter says that she sings in the 
gospel choir because she wants to 
strengthen her faith . 

"I do City Wide because 1 take 
responsibility in my faith. Faith is one 
aspect in my life. 1 wanted to deepen 
my faith and spread the word of God 
f6 others," she said. 

This ambitious student has been all 
over the world and is interested in 
international business. 

"I lived in Moscow for a summer 
when I was four years old. I've also 
been to Scotland, London and 
Dr:mmark,just to mention a few." 

The reason that she is involved in 

BY STEFANIE TAYLOR 

Staff Writer 

UM-St. Louis Counseling Services 
held a "Choose Your Major" work
shop for students on Wednesday, 
March 3. Kathline Kelly, master's
level intern with Career Services, led 
the workshop, which utilized personal
ity and values inventories to determine 
students' interests. 

'The first thing is knowing your 
interests and values," said Kelly. 'That 
will help you determine what major 
and career you want to pursue." 

First, the small group linked per
sonality type to occupational choices 
through the "Party Exercise," a spin
off of John L. Holland's career model. 
Each student was asked to pick a 
group at a party that he or she would 
like .to spend time with. The groups 
were given characteristics according to 
their titles. 

The party groups were realistic, 
investigative, artistic, social, enterpris
ing and conventional. After making 
their decisions, the students were 
shown a parallel chart ' to careers that 
matched their personality types. 

"You can see the careers that fit 
individual personalities," said Kelly. 

Next, the group completed the SIGI 
PLUS Values Game, which asked stu
dents to decide which career values are 
most important to them, such as 
income, advancement, leisure time, 
prestige and challenge. 

"Continuing education is important 
to me," said Shemonika Graham, 

so many different organizations on 
campus is because she wants to know 
what is going on in her home. 

''1 want to know what is going on 
at UMSL because this is my home . . . 
and being on a board I have an ear and 
a voice on my home," she said. 

Bainter said that she got involved 
in her first organization by just show
ing up to a meeting without any intent 
of joining. 

'1 showed up to a student general 
assembly without any experience but 
I has a desire to learn, and that is the 
best thing you can have. Experience 
helps, but desire is more important" 

How does one person manage to 
make the most of a 24-hour day? A 

IN HONOR OF CHANCELLOR G~ORGE'S INAUGURATION 

THE UMSL 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE CORDIALLY INVITES 

STUq ENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, AND FRIENDS TO ATTEND A 

PERFORMANCE OF: 

" UMSL - THE FIRST 4 BILLION YEARS" ... 

AN ORIGINAL HISTORICAL PAGEANT REFLECTING ON FOUR 
BILLION YEARS OF LIFE ON THE UMSL CAMPUS AND FEATURING 

APPEARANCES BY: 

• MARK TWAIN; 

• NAPOLEON BONAPARTE; 

• MAUNATAUNTA OF THE TAMAROAS; 

• AND A CAST OF SEVERAL. 

PERFORMANCES WILL BE STAGED FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2004, 
AT 10 A.M., 1 P.M. AND 3 P.M., 

IN THE LEE THEATER OF THE BLANCHE M. TOUHILL 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER. RUNNING TIME IS 55 MINUTES. 

MUSIC PROVIDED BY THE UMSL WIND ENSEMBLE, 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 

/ 

ADMISSION IS FREE 

senior, political science. "I want a 
company that wants to help me suc
ceed." 

Christine Lyubenko, sophomore, 
American studies, also chose learning 
environment as a top value. 

"I like my job to feel like I'm 
always learning," she said. 

High income was a priority on 
almost every student's list of values. 
The students expressed a desire to 
work for a company that is dedicated 
to their employees and pays well. 

Kelly answered students' questions 
about what high income should mean 
to a college graduate. 

"I think it's an individual decision," 
she said. "It's self defined like happi
ness or success." 

Lindsey Seals, sophomore, com
munication, said she wants to be paid 
for what she is worth. 

"I don't have to be ricb, but I don't 
want to live from paycheck to pay
check." 

Kelly warned that students not take 
the inventories too seriously. 

'These inventories don't tell you 
what your perfect career is. They just 
tell you what your interests are," Kelly 
said. 

Finally, the students took a smaller 
version of the Myers-Brigg 
Personality Type Indicator, called the 
Tieger Assessment. The Tieger assess
es personality based on four sets of 
polar characteristic types and assigns 
each type a letter, resulting in a four
letter sequence for each student. 

"These types give you a better pic-

good calendar. She emphasized that 
students who want to get involved on 
camp\l~ must learn how to manage 
their time well. 

"I never kept a student planner 
before, but now that I'm involved in 
so many things on campus I write 
everytbing down in one. I write every
thing from ' mail a bill" to "going out 
with the girls dubbin' ," she said. 

Though Bainter has a full and 
active life on campus, she stressed the 
importance of "being able to give 
your all." 

"Make ure you have fun and be 
invol ed on campu ' she said, "but 
make SlUe you can give one hundred 
percent." 

Shemonika Graham, senior, political science, flips through the 
career values cards of the SIGI PLUS game in order to prioritize 
her most-desired traits in a future career. 

ture of yourself," said Kelly, who 
encourages students to consider how 
their personality determines their ideal 
work environment. "For example, an 
introverted person may not feel com
fortable in a team-oriented environ
ment." 

Kelly also encourages students to 
seek out a professional in their field. 
"Consider doing an interview, job
shadow or internship," she said. 
"Internships are great because they 
allow students to get a feel for the job, 
start networking and even get a foot in 
the door." 

Kelly offered students the opportu-

Denny said that though primar
ily the University Program Board 
sponsors Mirth Day. Student Life 
assists in the planning and imple
mentation of executing the event. 

"I help with the contracts with 
the bands and the carnival equip
ment, and with whatever else they 
need me to do," he said . 

The Office of Student Life was 
once known as Student Activities, 
but the title has changed "due to 

nity to use the Counseling Service: 
copy of the Federal Bureau of Labor 
Occupational Outlook Handbook t 
research career opportunities. Tb 
handbook describes positions avai 
able, the average day of a positiOl 
academic criteria required and typic. 
salary references. 

She explained that srudents natura 
I y do well in classes that fit their pel 
sonalities. 

"The same standard applies t 
careers," she said. "Students shoul 
choose something that they will enjo: 
We want students to think outside th 
box of traditional careers." 

the new direction of the organiz. 
tion," according to Flees. H 
explained that the Office no 
seeks to encompass the mission ( 
educational programming wil 
more than just a couple of fun pn 
grams. 

To find out more about tt 
Office of Student Life and futu] 
programs, ViS 

www.umsl.edu/studentlife/osl/ir 
ex.htm!. 

The Current is seeking a new production 
manager with experience in Quark/PS/Illus 
Please contact Nichole LeClair at 516·6810 

SPRING BREAK, from page 6 

According to tbe Travel 
Channel's website, the top ten spring 
break destinations thi year are: 

10. Bahamas 
9. Rosarito Beach, Mexico 
8. Key West 
7. Daytona Beach 
6. Mazatlan, Mexico 
5. Jamaica 
4. South Padre Island, Texas 
3. Lake Havasu, Arizona 
2. Cancun, Mexico 
I . Panama City Beach, Florida 
As many srudents, professors and 

parents are aware. the most enjoyed 
pastime for spring breakers is drink
ing. As we well know, the legal 
drinking age in the U.S. is 2l. 
However, international destinations, 
such as Mexico, do not maintain this 
regulation. Perhaps this is the reason 
many travel to Mexico on spring 
break. 

Alcohol is a dis-inhibitor, which 
may cause people to act unlike they 
normally would. Some of these 
actions are commonly promiscuous 

and risky behaviors such as unpro
tected sex and illegal cinlg use. 

Many people drink exces ively 
during time off from school to help 
them relax and have fun. People are 
constantly reminded to drink respon
sibly via television programs and 
adults. 

So what is UM-St. Louis doing to 
prepare srudents for a safe and 
responsible spring break? Andrew 
(who wishes his la~t name be left 
out), a mathematics graduate student, 
plans on working during spring 
break. 

"Last year, my wife and 1 went to 
Cancun and the plane was full of col
lege students," he said. "I think that 
students go to spring break destina
tions and party to get away from their 
parents and their inhibitions." 

Andrew said that UM-St. Louis 
could help people stay responsible by 
continuing to refrain from glorifying 
alcohol. Williams said that she 
thought UM-St. Louis could promote 
having a responsible spring break by 

having some type of game in whid 
the students have so many cards tc 
spend and once they spend them all 
it is representative that they are toe 
intoxicated to play anymore. 

UM-St. Louis has many studen 
organizations. This year there are twc 
in particular that arc hosting pro· 
grams promoting a safe spring break 

The first of these groups i~ 

Horizons Peer Educators. They wil 
be hosting an event in the Provincia 
House on March 17. During the pro· 
grarh, students wlll be able to get fret 
food , information on partyin~ 
responsibly and an opportunity to gel 
involved in the Tondom Olympics.' 

Another event free for student! 
will be hosted by S.H.O.T.S. or 
March 15. S.H.OTS. is a part oj 
Health Services. They will have theiJ 
program at the University Meadow~ 
clubhouse. They plan to have live 
bands, along with information Q[ 

staying safe during spring break frorr 
a physical health perspective, such a.!: 

STDs and alcohol poisoning. 

It's all abou t good taste 
SpeCial Offer for UMSL Students, Faculty and Staff 

Mon-Ibur lO:30am- l Opm 
Fri- Sat lO:3Oam- lipm 
Sunday lO:3Oam· 9pm 

389-7366 (penn) 

$2.99 
For Any 
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Questions 
or 

Comments? 

Send me an e-mail: 

current@jinx.urnsl.edu 

W B 
Check out the R-men 

and R-women sports at 
www.umsl-sports.com 

UPCOMING 

Baseball 
March 6-7 
- Spring Hill Suites by 
Maniott UMSL Invt. 

March 10-15 
- Florida trip (five games) 

Softball 
March 3-7 

• At Rebel Spring (Florida) 

March 11 ' 
-At Central Missouri State 

UMSL 
Soccer 

March 12 
7 p.m. UMSL soccer trivia 

night. $100 per table - up to 
8 players per table 

Price Includes: Beer (10 
Required!), Attendance 

Prizes 

Doors Open at 6:30 pm -
Game Begins at 7 pm 

~Iut Current March 8, 2004 

Rivermen drop tw o close ones 
BY CAMPBELL M C LAURIN 

- --_._- Staff Writer 

The UM-St. Louis baseball team 
dropped two close games in a 
Saturday double-header at Central 
Arkansas before picking up a big win 
on Sunday in the series fmale. The win 
on Sunday proved to be crucial as the 
Rivermen avoided being swept in the 
road series. The team was also looking 
to maintain a respectable overall 
record after opening the season with a 
difficult schedule; their first six games 
have come on the road against stiff 
competition. 

In the first game on Saturday, 
Central Arkansas darted out to a quick 
lead after scoring four runs in the bot
tom of the first inning. The Ri vermen 
would later settle in the game and cut 
the lead to 4-2 in the top of the fourth 
inning. Jonathan Mercer opened the 
inning with a walk and advanced to 
second on a wild pitch. A double 
down right field line by Logan 
Hughes sent Mercer home to score the 
first run of the game for the Riverrnen. 
Then, brother tandem of Logan and 
Colby Hughes worked together to 
produce the second run of the inning. 
Colby knocked brother Logan in with 
a single through the right side, capping 
the scoring in the fourth. 

In the bottom of the fifth, Central 
Arkansas again increased their lead to 
four runs after adding two in the bot
tom of the fifth. The Riverm n would 
respond in the top of the sixth, adding 
three more runs of their own and clos
ing the score to 6-5. A two-run double 
from Colby Hughes and an RBI single 
from 10sh Morgan scored the runs in 
the inning. However, UM-St. Louis's 
efforts in the top of the sixth were not 
enough, as Central Arkansas scored 
three more runs in the bottom half of 
the inning. The Rivermen would not 

be able to recover, and the ballgame 
ended in a 9-5 loss. 

The second game of the Saturday 
double-header bore striking similari
ties to the first match up. A.5 in the first 
game, Central Arkansas jumped out to 
a quick 4-0 lead; UM-St. Louis would 
later respond to cut the lead to one run 
before being outdone once more by 

" In the first game on 
Saturday, Central 

Arkansas darted out 
to a quick lead after 
scoring four runs in 

the bottom of the 
first inning. 

" their opposition. 
Central Arkansas was able to accu

mulate a four-run edge after picking 
up one run in the first inning and three 
more runs in the second. In the tnp of 
the fourth inning, the Rivermen would 
pull one back after Colby Hughes 
drove in Mike Wulff with a double. In 
the bottom of the fourth, Central 
Arkansas would add one run of their 
own (0 mak it a 5-1 game. In the fifth, 
UM-St. Louis would add two more 
runs, one coming off a single from 
Morgan. Again, Central Arkansas 
came right back with two runs to lead 
7 -3 after five innings. 

In the sixth, the Rivermen would 
Ctlt the lead to one after a RBI base hit 
from Mike Wulff and a two-run 
horner from Colby Hughes. After 
UM-St Louis closed the SCDre line to 
7 -6, Central Arkansas later added 
three runs in the bottom of the eighth 
inning to put the game out of reach at 

Jonathan Griffin, sophomore guard, backs his defender down in 
the Feb. 26 loss to Wisconsin-Parkside. 

Fore! 

10-6. 
In the series finale on Sunday, the 

Rivermen came out swinging, scoring 
two runs in the top of the first They 
would jurnp out to a 6-0 lead in the 
first three innings of play. Tony Grana, 
Logan Hughes, Colby Hughes and 
10sh Thomas all contributed RBI to 
the early lead. Central Arkansas 
responded in a big way to the 
Rivermen's early lead by picking up 
six runs in the bottom of the third 
inning. They would later take the lead 
7 -6 in the bottom of the fourth. This 
lead would not last long as UM-St 
Louis would pemlanently take the 
game back into their own hands. 

In the top of the fifth, the Ri vermen 
added four more runs off an RBI from 
Scott Sanders, Scott Davis and Doug 
Wiles. They would further increase 
their lead to 13-6 after in the top of the 
sixth after picking up three more runs. 
Central Arkansas wa~ only able to 
score four more consolation runs, and 
the Rivermen headed back to St. 
Louis with a 13-10 win under their 
belt 10nathan Pate tallied the win for 
the Rivermen (1-0), and Colby 
Hughes notched his second save of the 
year. 

The win on Sunday was huge as 
the Rivermen avoided being swept by 
a solid Central Arkansas team. It also 
kept the team from suffering another 
early loss in the year, as it improved its 
record to 2-4. The team, ranked num
ber 10 in the nation by the Collegiate 
Baseball preseason poll, has played 
some difficult competition in its early 
going, as two of its first three oppo
nents were ranked nationally in the top 
15. The Rivermen will look to add a 
few more wins to their record as they 
open conference competition at home 
with back-to-back double-headers 
against Indianapolis on March 13 and 
14. 

,M ike Sberwi nI tbe Current 

Rivermen pitcher Kevin Sahnnal'ln pitches during a spring 2·003 
game. 

Rivennen basketball endures two 
tough defeats to end the year 

BY J AMES D AUOHERTY 

StajJWriter 

The U1'v1-St Louis men's basket
ball team suffered back-to-back home 
defeats to end its season. The first 
defeat came to the GLVC 
Conference's last-ranked Wisconsin
Parkside on Feb. 26 by a maxgin of just 
seven points, 78-71. The Rivermen 
jumped out to a quick start behind 
Ronnie Banks, five points, and led 11-
::'. in the first four minutes. 

Things quickly disintegrated, how
ever, and the Wisconsin-Parkside 
Rangers were able to go on a 15-0 run 
over the next five minutes to take a 17-
11 lead. The Rivermen gathered them
selves and tied the game at 19, butthen 
allowed Wiscollsin-Parkside to go on 
another run, this time being outscored 
14-3 to go down 33-22. The Rangers 
held onto their double-digit lead going 
into halftime, 41-30. Wisconsin
Parkside then continued to dominate · 
in the second half and extended their 
lead to 17 points, going up 54-37. 

Every time the Rivermen would 
make a run at the lead, the Rangers 
would counter with one of their own, 
and led by 14 points at 63-49 with 

under ten minutes left The Rivermen 
finally got within six, at 66-60, but 
could not convert after getting defen
sive stops on the Rangers to continue 
chipping away at the lead. The game 
was tight the rest of the way, but UM
St. Louis could never fully close the 
gap, most notably when the score was 
as close as 76-71 in the final seconds. 
Jonathan Griffin, with 25 points and 
nine rebounds, and Banks, with 21 
points, six rebounds and five assists, 
led the Ri vermen. 

The final game of the season for the 
UM-St Louis men's basketball team 
was on Feb. 28 against St Joseph's. 
The Rivermen found themselves in a 
hole early and did not have quite 
enough to dig themselves out in the 
98-87 loss. illv1-St. Loui1i started the 
game without reserve, jumping to an 
11-6 lead in the first three minutes. 
The first three minutes of games can 
apparently be very deceiving. 

In the next four minutes of play, St. 
Joseph's went on a 19-2 run, then later 
coupled that with a 10-0 run, and went 
into halftime leading by 22 points, 55-
33. The outlook was definitely bleak 
from a spectator's perspective, but the 
Rivermen did not give up and fought 

back in the second half. The Rivermen 
chipped away at the lead in the begin
ning of the half and eventually got the 
score to 64-51 with 13 minutes left in 
the game. 

St. Joseph's wa<; able to push the 
lead back out to 20 points with 11 min
utes left, but then Griffm and Kevin 
Nordmann kept the Rivermen's come
back alive \\tith key baskets when they 
needed them most Nordmann bit a 
three to knock the lead dov.n to 17, 
and then Griffin added an assist and 
four free throws to knock the lead 
down to 12 \\ith sevenminute~ to play. 
Nordmann then struck again from 
downtown with just six minutes to 
play, to get the lead down to 10. The 
Riverrnen were within striking range 
the last six minutes of the game, but as 
has been typical of this season, could 
not convert when they needed it most. 

St Joseph's was able to hold onto 
the lead and took the game 98-87. 
Griffin led UM-St. Louis with a career 
high 33 points, including three 3-
pointers in the last ntinute and 
Nordmann with 17 points. The UM
St. Louis men's basketball team ended 
the season with a record of 9-18 over
all and 5-15 in the GLVC. 

Golf team sets sights h-gh for this year 
BY .JAMES D AUGHERTY 

sialfWrtte;:- -' 

The UM-St. Louis Golf Team has 
lofty goals for this spring, and hope
fully the right players to make those 

ment. For those of you wondering 
how golf can be a team sport (I admit 
I was before this article), this is how it 
works: the five top players on the 
team will compete in a tournament, 
usually a regional tournament. The top 
four performers for each team will goals a reality. The team 

has the goal of win- .-,...,........,,-- have their scores added up, 

ning the 
Conference 
Championship 
this spring, 
and advanc
ing to the 
Sup e r 
Regional 
tournament. 

The roster 
for this year is 
made up of returning 
players Patrick Murillo, a 
senior, and Sam Wiles, a sophomore, 
as well as new recruits Diego Jimenez 
from Colombia, Andrew Sullivan 
from Hazelwood, and Ryan Andrews 
from Canada. Transfer 
students Jinuny .--.".,-... 
Simon, Brandon 
Mallinkrot 
and Drew 
Stevenare 
also here to 
help the 
team reach 
its goal. 

Golf is a 
little different 
from other 
sports in that the 
fall and spring seasons 
both COlUlt toward regional advance-

and the fifth is thrown 
out. The total will 

determine where 
the team is 
placed . at the 

. end of the tOur
nament. 

Because golf 
is such a mental 

game,' stress can 
change the outcome from 

day one to day two a great deal. 
"After the first day in the 

Regional Invitational last year, we 
were ranked third, but then after the 
second day we slipped to 10th," Coach 
James Tinier said. 

The team is currently in 10th place 
in the region, and must attain a 

placement of eighth or higher to 
qualify for the Super 

Regional tournament, the 
tournament that precedes 
nationals. To prepare the 
team for the upconting 
tournaments, . Coach 
Tittler mentioned the 

importance of inter-squad 
competition. 

'We have players with a lot 
of talent. We are counting on 

Diego and Sam to post good scores to 
lead the team. while senior Patrick 

Murillo will contribute his experience 
in toumament play to post consistent 
scores throughout the spring. Ryan 
and the others are very good, but don't 
have as much tournament experience, 

and the more that 
they push each 

other in 
practice 

the better 
the team 
will be 
for it in 
the end. 

We need 
the team 

to get ready 
because the 

first tournament 
is the most important, 

and we really need to place above 5." 
Apart from the inter-squad compe

tition, the golf team has two other key 
advantages they are looking to exploit. 
This year the team will be playing bet
ter competition than in years past:, and 

. so should improve quickly with the 
experience. The other advantage is 
that the weather here in St Louis (or 
O'Fallon, where the team practices) 
has been favorable for golfing, where
as in the northern states, and conse
quently rival schools, weather will not 
permit the chance to practice as much 
before the season begins. 

If the team can capitalize on the 
good fortune and talent it has, it should 
be in a condition to fulfill its goals this 
season. The first tournament will be on 
March 19 in Falls of Rough, 
Kentucky. 

< 

Photo-illustration by Jason Granger/The Current 

Some of the tools of the trade. You must have tees to get your 
ball in play. 
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Tennis has bigh. aspirations 
BY DAVE SECKMAN 

StaJJWriter 

The UM-St Louis men's tennis 
team has had nine months to think 
about last year's NCAA tournament 
loss to Wayne State and is looking to 
put itself into a position to win this time 
around. The team has been holding 
team workouts four to five days a week 
to prepare for what could potentially be 
a great season. 

After a long pre-season for the 
Rivermen, they are ready to hit the 
court once again to start what could be 
their third trip to the NCAA tourna
ment in as many seasons. The team has 
practiced several times a week now for 
the last two months in preparation for 
this year's season. 

The Rivermen start their season on 
Wednesday, March 10 against Lewis 
and Clark Community College, and 
look to start with a big win. Men's head 
tennis coach Rick GyUenborg is very 
eager to see how his team performs. 

"1 am very optimistic about the 
match. Lewis and Clark is supposed to 
be better than in past years and it will 
be good for the team to start with stiff 
competition. They will not be taken 

lightly. I am very eager to see how my 
new players can perform under pres
sure and I am also eager to see how my 
upperclassmen have improved. and to 
see if they will perform on a higher 
level," Gyllenborg said. 

--"--
Talent-wise, we are 

very good, but 
proven-wise, we are 
still mostly inexperi
enced on the court. 

- Rick Gyllenborg, head 
tennis coach 

--,,--
This year's men's tennis team is 

filled with a mix of returning players 
and newcomers. New players such as 
James Daugherty, Max Bugner, 
Francis Lam and Rusty Durbin bring a 
lot of new talent to an already well bal
anced and experienced team. 

'Talent-wise we are very good, but 
proven-wise we are still mostly inexpe
rienced on the court," Gyllenborg said. 

The Rivermen are looking to continue 
their championship form in three other 
matches leading into their tour of the 
East Coast 

After Lewis and Clark, the 
Rivermen look to face Maryville 
College, McKendree College and 
Rockhurst University. Coach 
Gyllenborg is optimistic about the 
Rivermen's chances to start on the right 
path to the NCAA tournament. 

"I would be a little disappointed if 
we do not go at least 3-1 after the fust 
four matches. Rockhurst and 
McKendree are both very good tearns 
and it will be tough to overcome both 
of them, but that is what the season is 
for. Whoever shows up that day to win 
will get the job done," Gyllenborg 
commented. 

After their first four matches, the 
men's and women's tennis teams will 
be heading on to Hiltonhead, South 
Carolina, where they will face some 
very tough competition from East 
Coast universities. The men's tennis 
team will see its first home conference 
matches coming up on Tuesday, March 
30. Corne out and support the men as 
they try to make it back to the NCAA 
tournament for the third time in three 
years. 

Mike Sherwinl The Currenl 

Softball pitcher during a Spring 2003 game at Quincy University. 

urrently ,~ .......... ..tLg News Writers 

Come see us at 388 MSC or call 
51 810 

Jesse Gater! 71Je CU7Te 
UM-St. Louis's tennis team has been reflecting on last year's NCAA Division II Tournament loss to 
Wayne State for nine months. They are now ready to get back into the swing of things. 

Spri g training: 
Not fun in the sun 

BY DAVE SECKMAN 

Staff Writer 

It is not always fun in the sun when 
you travel to Horida. The UM-St 
Louis softball and baseball teams are 
making it all business this time 
arolmd. For the softball teanl, it will be 
its first test of the season against any 
tearn other than itself, and for the base
ball team, it could be a weekend that 
could have a huge impact on the out
look of the its season. 

The softball team has been practic
ing ix days a week for three hours a 
day for almost the last two months to 
prepare for its season opening trip to 
Florida. The trip gives the team a taste 
of something that it has not seen all 
season long; it is a team other than 
itself on the field. Senior Savanna 
Adams was relieveD to be able to get 
out and see some competition. 

"I am excited to get out on to the 
field and finally play, after practicing 
for so long. We have been practicing 
for three hours a day, six days a week 
now for a long time. It can wear on 
you when you haven't gotten a chance 
to see if all the practice is really paying 
off." Adams said. 

The softball team will start against 

some tough competition from teams 
such as leMoyne College, 
Northwood University, Concordia 
College and Southern New Hampshire 
University. TIley will start the trip off 
with four games in two days, playing 
games only hoilrs apart from each 
other. 

'1 am super excited to get out and 
play, and I think that the team has 
looked great. Our practices have been 
very intense and I think that we will 
have no· trouble turning it on come 
game time," Adams added. 

As the softball team returns from a 
weeklong trip In Florida. the baseball 
team will be getting ready to depart for 
a very important five-game series. By 
then the baseball tearn will have 
played 11 games and will have a good 
feel as to bow the season is going to 
look for it. 

Head coach om Brady commenl
ed on the tough schedule and his 
team·s abilities to will. 

"TIus year is probably the toughe t 
schedule that we have ever played 
since I have been here. Florida is going 
to be a very tough week for us. We are 
playing teams like Ashland, Winona 
State, who just upset the national # 1. 
and Slippery Rock, who have been an 
East Coast powerhouse for years now. 

It is a very difficult task in light of tI 
competition we are going to be pIa: 
ing," Coach Brady said. 

Another obstacle that the tea: 
faces is that it will be using aluminu 
bats during the tournament, which 
different from the wood bats that tl 
baseball team normally plays wi 
during most of the season. Aluminu 
bats are notorious for producing mar 
runs during garnes, and can give 
good hitter the capabilities of becon 

. ing a great hitter overnight. 
The baseball team will be lookir 

to impress everyone after a slow su 
to its season, which has seen son 
pitching woes thus far. 

"We have got our work cut out f 
us. but we are all v ry optimistic ar 
confident in our chances of winnin 
We need ome people to step it up 
the next few weeks, because it is vit 
for our team if we hope to he compe 
itive against the other tearns," Com 
Brady added. 

Come out and cheer on the basebG 
team as it plays host to Kentud 
Wesleyan to open its conference regt 
lar season on April 3 and 4 at the lJ1. 
St. Louis baseball field located ju 
behind the Mark Twain athletic built 
ing on campus. 

www .thecurrentonline.com 
www .thecurrentonline.com 
www .thecurrentonline.com 
www. thecurrentonline.com 

Express Scripts, an Employer of Choice in the st. Louis area, is look~ 
ing for people to perfonn data entry /l 0 key functions. Evening 
and weekend hours avail abl e. If you're a detail-ori ented person 
and have solid 1 O-key data entry ski lls, we have a schedule that will 
fit your lifestyle needs. 

College Students, Retirees and Those 
Looking For Additional Income 

AreEncouraged To Apply! 

Positions start at $10jhr. 
Please take a few minutes to fill out an on-line questionnaire . 

NO RESUME IS NEEDED! 

www.jobsurveys_com/ exp ressdatentry 3 
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Calendar 

Movies 
-Film openings are subject 
to change. 

Week of 
March 8 

Operation Cody 
Banks 2: 
Destination 
London- Teen spy 
Cody Banks (Frankie 
Muniz) returns in 
this film set in 
London. Posing as 
an exchange stu
dent, Banks must 
regain possession of 
a top-secret mind
controlling device. 
Rated PG. Opens 
March 12. 

Secret Window
Johnny Depp stars 
in this adaptation of 
a novella by 
Stephen King about 
a writer who is 
being stalked at his 
remote lake house 
by a madman who 
claims that the 
writer's brilliant 
stories are not only 
stolen, but are, in 
fact, his. Rated PG-
13. Opens March 12. 

Ongoing 
The Passion of the 
Christ- The money 

keeps coming in for 
this movie, having 
grossed well over 
$200 million in its 
first two weeks of 
release. The contro
versy surrounding 
the film has not 
died down. Jim 
Caviezel stars as 
Jesus Christ and the 
movie was di rected 
and partially 
bankrolled by Mel 
Gibson. 

<lite. Current March 8,2004 

Motorcycl-ng is fun in the sun 
BY PAUL CRUTCHER 

-- -
Stall Writer 

The entire anitude in St Louis shifts 
one notch up when we get a break in the 
nasty Febmary cold. People laugh with 
each other and play Frisbee. The opti
mistic see a break in the cloud cover, 
and the bike in temperatures warrants 
the wearing of t -shirt and sho.rts. Kids 
run around in the streets (my street in 
particular) and create the sort of havoc 
kids create. And when th weekend 
forecast predicts beautiful weather, 
motorcyclists wake their sleepy bikes 
from winter hibernation. Motorcyclists, 
that is, who do not run their bikes all 

year round. 
Last year, I traded in my 2002 

Honda Civic Si (a loomy hatchback) 
for a 2003 Honda Metropolitan (a 
cutesy scooter). The story behind that 
decision is long and complicated, but let 
it suffice to say that with the sunshine 
pouring on me in mid-April, the scoot
er seemed like a unique alternative. My 
4O-mph top speed (dO\vnhill, scream
ing, with the wind) restricted me from 
the highways, but I found all sorts of 
ne'.'.· TOutes to and from places I fre
quented. Interesting routes littered with 
tlris-and-that which I would have never 
found othef\vise. When someone 
scoffed, I said something like, 

'1 get 75 mpg and I can park on the 
sidewalk. Let me see you do that in 
your Explorer." 

The zigging and zagging was addic
tive, and I wanted more loom-zoom 
from my go-button. So, I returned to 
my Honda dealer and exchanged my 
SOX Metropolitan for a 250cc Reflex. 
Mucha improvement. I jumped on 40 
and whizzed along with traffic at 75 
mph. I drove to Kansas City, then 
Chicago. My mother asked, "What will 
you do v .. hen it rains?" I returned, "Get 
wet, I suppose." I had no serious com
mitments, so when the skies turned 
ominous, I could simply opt for HBO. 
Plus, t lived through the rainy season in 
Tokyo on a bicycle. Let the rain come, I 
challenged. 

. Then, one day on 270, just south of 
Gayton Road, the tach soared and my 
throttle hand refused to translate into 
motivation from the rear tire. I parked 
the defunct Reflex on the shoulder, 
phoned a ride and within two weeks 
had upgraded myself to an 800cc YFR 
Interceptor, an honest-to-goodness 
motorcycle. Bright yellow, a bona-fide 
crotch rocket. Then, the world flew by 
at sometimes-dizzying speeds. Terrible 
fun. 

Part of the fun included in the pur
chase price of any J1lQtorcycle is imme
diate inclusion in a society that car-peo
ple never see or understand. I passed a 
sport bike once on Old State Road at 
night in a downpour, and when we 
exchanged the small extension of our 
left hands toward each other, it was 
more than a friendly hello. It said, "Hey, 
friend. 'This weather sucks. Take it 
easy." 

Casey Ulrich! 
The gleaming chrome of this Harley Davidson motorcycle woos 
customers at Gateway to the West Harley Davidson, located at 
3600 Lemay Ferry Road. 

Motorcycles are on display at Gateway to the West Hartey 
Davidson. 

see BIKE, page 11 

'Welcome to Mooseport': Do you love Raymond 
enough to endure yet another romantic COl edy? 

BY CATHERINE MARQUIS

HOMEYER 

Movie Reuiewer 

It seemed like a good id a: releas
ing a comedy about mnning for poli t
ical office during an election year 
when more people were watching the 
presidential race than in many previ
ous years. "Welcome to Mooseport," 
however, provides only a moderately 
amusing piece of escapist entertain
ment, despite the potential of the idea 
and mostly good cast, by opting to be 
a standard romantic comedy vehicle 
for TV star Ray Romano. 

"Welcome to Mooseport" is by no 
means without some appeal but most 
of that appeal comes from Gene 
Hackman, who is delightful as a 
Clintonesque ex-president who is 
drafted to run for mayor of the tiny 
Maine town to which he retired. 
Monroe "Eagle" Cole (Hackman) 
planned to write his memoirs, build 
a library and embark on a lucrative 
career on the speaker circuit until he 
finds himself drawn into this tiny 
political ring by the town leaders, 
who beg him to mil and bemoan the 
fact that no one has applied for the 
job. 

At first, Cole is just looking for a 
graceful way out, but he and his staff 

Gene Hackman and Ray Romano are political opponents in the romatic comedy MOOSEPORT. 

(Marcia Gay Harden and Fred 
Savage) cannot quite get out of the 
"running for office" rnindset. When 
he realizes the election can be a way 
to establish his Maine mansion as a 
residence instead of a vacation home 

and keep it out of the hands of his 
soon-to-be-ex First Lady Charlotte 
Cole (Christine Baranski), the idea 
has more appeal. Meanwhile, local 
hardware store owner and plumber 
"Handy" Harrison (Romano) has 

signed up to run for mayor. Once the 
national media pick up the story, the 
staff and the Prez start to wony about 
how it would look to his legacy if he 
does not run or, worse yet, loses to a 
plumber. 

All this is pretty contri veel but 
Hackman nearly brings it off. The 
beginning of the film has humor and 
a certain "West Wing" appeal. Wben 
Hackman unknowingly invites his 
political rival's long-suffering girl
friend Sally (Maura Tierney) out on a 
date, the prospects for a funny movie 
look even better. Now Cole and 
Harrison are competing for both the 
mayor's office and the girl. The prob
lem is that this film was clearly 
designed as a vehicle to launch 
Romano from the small screen to the 
big one, and so the focus is pulled 
away from Hackman and Tierney ttl: 
and placed on Romano. However, 
Romano is not up to the task and 
Hackman, Tierney, Harden and the 
rest of the cast easily outshine him. 
On top of that, the story trots out 
more plot cliches as it progresses, 
especially in the little town, which ~) 
seems to exist in a 1970s pre-Wal
Mart world where its hometown 
businesses and central downtown 
still exists, a common if appealing 
fantasy about ruraI life, plus enough 
"Northern Exposure" references to 
make you wonder whether this is 
Maine or Alaska. -

see MOOSEPORT, page 11 

Changing Tunes: St. Louis music fans embrace Ima Robot 

"Ima Robot was able to bridge the gap between 19705 glam rock, '80s pop and the modem sounds of Blur. The CD was such a strange mix; it 
begs to be listened to repeatedly." 

BY LAURA H EPBURN 

Music Critic 

As 1 stood in line outside of 

Mississippi Nights on March 2, I 
looked around at the fans who had 
gathered. Though we were all attend
ing a concert featuring three banels, I 

was SlllTounded by a sea of black t
shirts supporting the second opening 
band, Kill Hannah. I reflected on the 
interview 1 had just had with Alex 

Ebert, the lead singer of Ima Robot. 
''Being the first of three bands, it's 

a little hard to perfOITIl in tepid condi
tions," he said. I began to. worry if this 

night would be a rerun of luke-warm . ... 
reception. 

I first became interested in Ima 
Robot upon hearing their debut 
album, self-titled and unique. 
Somehow, Ima Robot was able to 
bridge the gap between 1970s glarn .41 
rock, '80s pop and the modern sounds 
of Blur. The CD was such a strange 
mix; it begs to be listened to repeated-
ly. Though I had discerned some of 
the influences from listening carefully, 
I was not prepared for Ebert to explain 
one of the main reasons he got III 
involved with music: "I always liked . 
rap when 1 was little." 

It impressed me that one style of 
music could inspire someone to go out 
and form his very own style, rather 
than simply to imitate. Nothing about 
this band could be simple. 

'1'11 infuse anything as long as it • 
excites me," Ebert said while explain
ing his limits, or lack thereof. ''We're 
not comfortable playing it safe." 'This 
was evident to some degree already by 
the diversity of Ima Robot's album. 
However, no amount of listening to 
their CD could prepare one for experi- , 
encing this band in concert 

see IMA ROBOT, page 12 
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'Twisted' is not much I-ke its name 
BY CATHERINE MARQUIS

HOMEYER 
-~- ---. ~. ----~--

Movie Critic 

Ashley Judd seems to be specializ
ing in cops-and-murder mystery 
thrillers. It is starting to look like not a 
spring will go by without a Judd 
movie in this genre popping up, hop
ing to keep fans on the edge of their 
seats. 

"Twisted" has Judd headlining a 

mid-to-top-range cast that also fea
tures Samuel L. Jackson and Andy 
Garcia under the direction of Philip 
Kaufman, whose previous efforts 
include "Quills," 'The Unbearable 
Lightness or Being" and "The Right 
Stuff." The strong cast and top-notch 
director irnrnediately raise expecta
tions for the film, but "Twisted" is 
never as kinky as the title might lead 
you to expect 

The film starts out like a dark and 
atmospheric psycho-sexual thriller, 

with cop Jessica Shepard (Judd) mak
ing a bust of a potential rapist, but 
with hints that her lure of kinky sex 
may have been as titillating to her as 
her potential attacker. The bust earns 
Shepard a promotion to detective but 
there are suspicions that her move up 
is linked to her status as protege of her 
adoptive father, top police official 
John MiJJs (Jackson). Mills had taken 
Shepard in when her father, also a cop 
and Mills' partner, went on a rampage, 
killing her mother and then himself. 

Shepard grew up to be a hard-working 
cop but harbors lingering worries that 
she may have inherited her father 's 
killer tendencies. Shepard's chip-on
the~shoulder attitude does not help her 
gain acceptance in the all-male and 
hostile detective's division. OnJy her 
new partner Mike (Garcia) reaches 
out a friendly hand, aJthough Shepard 
all but slaps it away. 

It turns out that tightly-wound 
Shepard does have some kinky habits 
that come to the surface when she is 

assigned to talk with a police thera
pist, Dr. Frank (David Slrathaim), 
after being roughed up during her vio
lent bust of the rapist. It seems that she 
has a taste for anonymous sex but 
when her ex-lovers start turning up 
dead and she starts experiencing 
blackouts, suspicion starts to point 
toward Shepard. 

This film is actually more of a 
throwback to a 1940s big studio 
Hollywood mystery than a modern 
thriller. The look of the film is quite 

stylish and atmospheric, which is n 
surprising when you note that its ci: 
ematographer, Peter Deming, all 
shot David Lynch 's "Mulhollar 
Drive" and Sam Raimi's "Evil De, 
II." 

After its dark and kinky start, tl 
flim morphs into an old-fashiom 
noir-ish mystery movie more akin ' 
"Double Indemnity" than "Seven." 
has twists and red herrings but deve 
ops much more linearly than yc 
would expect. To the flim's credit, 
does not cheat the audience by solvir 
the mystery with infonnatic 
unknowable by viewers or by gro, 
violations of internal plot or characb 
logic, as some films have done. It h: 
some hints about rough sex and kinl 
elements but less than we expel: 
given the film 's opening sequence. 

The presence of a couple ( 
"name" stars keeps us from quick 
sol ving the murder by looking at tl 
cast. Still, it is hardly challenging stu 
and all finally works out to a sweet, 
ending than modem audiences expe 
to see for this genre. The structure ( 
tlle story has hints of a poor man 
Hitchcock but without the same lev 
of style. 

The fact that the flim is an oit 
fashioned thriller is likely to put 0 

some fllrngoers who prefer the mot 
em style. It might appeal, however, 1 

some older audiences whose taW 
were formed by an earlier style. Eithl 
way, it is a moderately successfi 
mystery but one that deviates so mue 
from its opening tone that it is likely I 
leave some audience members feelin 
teased. 

The film is a good but not gre; 
thriller. Oi ven its cast, director ar 
cinematographer, the most surprisin 
thing about 'Twisted" is that it is not 
better film. Something just did not gl 
in this story to boost it out of the gem 
norm. 

Camryn Manheim as Lisa, Ashley Judd as Jessica Shepard and Andy Garcia as Mike Oelmarco in "Twisted." 

M OOSEPORT, from page 10 

Harden and Savage play almost 
stock characters a the ex-president's 
staff, although H arden manages to 
wring more appeaJ out of her devot
ed Grace Sutherland. Townie Rip 
Tom also adds a splash of comedy 
with his usual overblown efforts , as 
does Baranski with her relentless 
Charlotte Cole. However, as the film 
progresses, the plot becomes more 
trite and predictable and fmally sput
ters to its conclusion as just another 
standard Hollywood romantic come
dy. 

Standard romantic comedy, reli
able but not very remarkable, is the 
specialty of genre Hollywood direc-

tor Donald Petrie, who also brought 
us such middle-of-the-road fare as 
"Miss Congeruality" and "How to 
Lose a Guy in Ten Days." "Welcome 
to Mooseport" is not bad so much as 
tepid. There are not enough sparks 
between Tierney and Romano, and 
Romano lacks the kind of charm and 
on-screen appeal that Romano's 
Handy Harrison needed to overcome 
the conventional plot devises. 

If you are a fan of the director's 
other ftJms, or a fan of Romano, you 
may find thi s film more appealing 
than I did. Although I was unim
pressed by Mr. Romano, Tierney was 
fine on the big screen, although her 

character was not sufficiently differ
ent from her role on TV's ''ER'' to 
say much about her acting range. 
Still, she did not fade into the wood
work when paired with Hackman, 
which cannot be said for Romano. 
Hackman is always delightful and 
the egotistical but charming ex.-Prez 
was espe.cially well suited to him. If 
this comedy had been about his cbar
acter or even a romance between the 
ex-Prez and Sally, "Welcome to 
Mooseport" would have been a more 
entertairung film. However, the film
makers passed up this opporturuty 
and gave us a pleasant but only mod
erately entertaining film. 

BIKE, from page 10 
--~--------------

And more, that downward wave is 
important in the subgroups in the motor
cycle adventure, but they work pretty 
much as one might imagine. 
Thundering Harleys might nod at you if 
they are friendly. Sport bikes wave at 
sport bikes. However, the best riders out 
there are on touring bikes. They will 
wave you a greeting regardless of what 
sort of motorcycle you pilot 

Whether you are cruising on an H-D, 
carving up twisty wooded Janes in a 
rocket Aprilia, taking a fri~nd on a road 
trip to Miami on a Goldwing or buzzing 
your commute in a scooter, owning and 
driving a motorcycle is about brother
hood and sisterhood You become a 
member of a group of people who 
understand the bliss of charging into the 
wind on two wheels. That said, 

absolutely nothing beats finding a group 
of motorcycling friends for a ride. 

For all the fun and camaraderie that 
motorcycles deliver, they also pack 
plenty of caution. Part of the reason that 
car-people do not understand the motor
cyclists' connection is because car-pea
pIe drive around in varying states of 
obli viOll to the world outside their cars. 
Get anything short of a reflective neon
yellow motorcycle, and you become a 
target for 3,CXXl-pound cars. And wben 
cars hit motorcycles, the motorcyclists 
always lose. 

That is not to say that cars are the 
only caution. Any salesperson for sport 
bikes will attest to the nearly prohibi
tively dangerous combination of igno
rance and a 600cc sport bike capable of 
besting the most exotic sports cars. 

Motorcycles just do not provide the 
berth for mistakes that cars do. Hit a pot
hole in a car and at worst. you blow a 
tire or damage the suspension. Hit a pot
hole on a bike and things get much more 
dramatic. With this in mind, remember 
that state-approved belmets are not only 
required by 'Missouri law, they also save 
lives. 

Nevertheless, if you pay attention to 
safety and the people around you, 
motorcycles deliver on your investment: 
Buckets-o-fun. Insurance will likely fall 
into the shadow of your car insurance. 
And with gas prices expected to rise as 
summer nears, 75 mpg sounds pretty 
fine. I cannot imagine a better way to 
spend a sunny afternoon than on a 
motorcycle. Even, that is, if I was good 
at Frisbee. 

JuliaS' les 
r hlS !airy l;ei 

IS atloUl ~ get r 

invite you and a guest 
to a special screening. 

Stop by The Current offices at 
388 Millennium Student Center 

to pick up a complimentary 
screening pass for two to see 

No purchase necessary. While supplies last. 
Passes availatle on a first-corne. first-servoo basis, 

ParticipaUng sponsorsare ineligilje, 
This mJvie is ratoo PG for some sex-related 

material and language. 

IN THEATERS FRIDAY, APRIL 2M-! 

9 

Finding cash for college is 
child's play. 

Register now and search thousands of 
schoLarships worth over $3 billion 

www.thecurrentonline.comischolarships 
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As lma Robot entered the stage 
md began to play; polite Kill Hannah 
'ans clapped a little and turned toward 
he band. Through the first two songs, 
he audience watched and apparently 
!njoyed it. The third song, " Alive," 
)egan to draw people in with its 
;atchy melody and unique styling. 
'What Are We Made From" really 
lImed the fans from passive 
Jystanders to excited music fans . This 
long catapulted the audience into the 
lext level of music appreciation. 

It helped that lma Robot were 
some of the best live perfomlers I 
have ever seen. Ebert had amazing 
presence as he danced wildly around 
the stage. At one point, he grabbed a 
pail' of sunglas e' and strutted around 
stage in true rock-star form. In fact, 
unlike many performers. Ebert per
formed the entire show with the 
microphone in hand (rather than in a 
stand) so that he could be rambunc-

ACADEMY, from page 1 

tious and crazy. The audience was 
crazed at this point - everyone was 
dancing and excited and cheering 
loudly between songs. Obviously 
feeling pleased and surprised by this 
turn of events, lma Robot gave it their 
all with the guitarists and bassist rock
ing out. 

Both bassist (Justin Meldal
Johnsen) and drununer (Joey 
Waronker) have experienced the true 
rock-star life by playing with such 
bands as Beck, Air, Tori Amos, REM 
and The Smashing Pumpkins. Having 
had the opportunity to continue a suc
cessful music career with posh touring 
buses and four-star hotels, they turned 
it down for true self-expression. lma 
Robot appealed to their musical a'>pi
rations and it was allover. I believe 
this to be one of the most noble and 
courageous things I have seen from 
mu icians. I t all j ust adds to the 
incredibly unique band that is lma 

Robot. 
At the end of their set, Ima Robot 

expressed their genuine gratitude at 
having such an appreciative audience. 
I was touched that the band had heart
felt things to say rather than jru,1: walk 
off the stage. I was equally proud that 
a St Louis audience had finally given 
this band the kind of attention and 
applause they desencd. 

As I left at the end of the night, I 
looked around me at the other show
goers. I noticed a pattern that put a 
huge smile of agreement and satisfac
tion on my face. All around me were 
fans in Kill Hannah t -shirts carry:ing 
their very own copies of Ima Robot's 
CD. Not only do I encourage every
one to pick up this album., but also I 
desperately hope that St. Louis made a 
big enough impression on 1ma Robot 
that they will return. 'This was a con
e rt to remember and an experience to 
pursue if ever you have a chance. 

_._---_. __ ._ .... _._._----_ ... _ .. _ .. _ .. _-.-_ ... __ . __ ... . _- ._-- - - ----- - --- - --------

The program this year will include 
a trip to Jefferson City and a mock 
debate on a piece of legislature. 

"I particularly enjoyed our field 
trip to the Missouri Legislature," Cole 
said. 

Stock said that another ben fil of 
taking part in the leadership institute is 
the contacts one can make there . A an 
example, she named Allison Bruns, a 
Shear Fellow, who is now working in 
the governor's office. 

"You make good contacts and life
long friends in addition to contactS for 
internsh.ips and jobs," Stock said. 

The 21st Century Leadership 
Academy will bring together women 
from nine participating universities. 
four from each campus. 

"r don' t want anyone to feel they 
are not qualified. It is about having an 
interest in the world around you, not 
about being an expert in politics," 
Stock said. 

Cusumano's Pizza 
2 for 1 Longneck Bottle Beers 

2 for 1 Rail Drinks 
Every Night lOpm till am 

must be 21 to enter - must have Missouri ID 
7147 Manchester Rd in Maplewood 

entertainment every night 4 pool tables and game room 

OPEN 1 ()pm 645-5599 close at 3am every night 

When Stock and Ross were asked 
if they had taken part in the leadership 
academy when they were students, 
both said that they wished they could 
have, but that th program did not 
exist then. This will mark the eighth 
year of the academy. 

"This is a very unique program 
with a practicaJ, hands-on opportunity 
to learn from women leaders and to 
get to know them in an informal set
ting ,. Ross said... 

Hate us? 
Love us? 

Write a letter to the 
editor at: 

current@jinx.ulllsl.edu 

The Current 

is seeking a new 

Production 
Manager. 
Qualified applicants will have a 

finn grasp of Quark, Photoshop 

and Illustrator • and be available 

on weekends 

Contact Managing Editor 
Nichole LeClair at: 516·6810 

Or Email Resume and Cover Letter to Current@ jinx.umsl.edu 
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Want to have fun & make 
some money this summer? 

x 100 =??1 

You Do The Math 

New Student Orientation. Mentors Wanted! 

Looking for students to serve as leaders & role 
models for new students partcipating in this year's 
Summer Orientation 

Coine Be Part Of The Team 

Applications Avalaible In The Office of 
Student Life (366 MSC) or online at 
www.ums1.edu/ services/ orientation 
Due By Friday March 19th 

For More Information Contact 
Joe Flees at joe@ums1.edu or 
(314) ?16-4535 

~S\· LOllIS 
~~ .~ 

·nSQj 
NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION .~ 
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Bartender Trainee Needed 
$250 a day potential 
Local Positions. 
1-800-293-3985 ext. 144 

Radio Advertising Sales 
Representative Wanted . 
Local morning radio show with 
well-known host, contributors, 
and sponsors seeks sales staff. 
Work for yourself and make 
your own hours! Prior experi
ence in radio or sales 1S not 
necessary! Email Jack at 
thegoodmorningshow®lycos.com 
with interest and/or questions. 

Student Assistant 
Wanted student to assist 
National Honor Society in reg
istering and acting as local 
representative. 3.0 GPA 
required; Sophomores pre
ferred. Reply to 
director@phisigmatheta .org 

Lifeguard 
CERTIFIED LIFEGUARD needed for 
UMSL indoor pool: Mon-Thurs 
11 :30-2PM. $6.30/hour. Apply in 
Rec Sports Office 203 Mark Twain 
(516-5326) 

Restaurant 
Hannigans Restaurant (celebrat
ing 25 years) has immediate 
openings for day and evening 
servers. Flexible schedules and 
great money! Must be experi
enced and available this summer. 
Apply in person. 719 N. 2nd St., 
Lacledes Landing 314-241-8877 

Scholarship 

$7500 Scholarships avail· 
able NSF !Noyce Scholarship 

program offering scholarships to 
juniors, seniors, graduate stu
dents interested in teaching 
middle I high school math I sci
ence at SLPS. Guaranteed teach
ing contact upon completion. 
For complete details: 
http://teachnow. umsl.edu. 
Click Noyce Scholarship link. 
Print! complete "application" 
form. Inquiries: Rosanne 
Vrugtman, (314) 516-4349, 
vrugtmanr@msx.umsl.edu. 

Get job interviews w ith A 
Better Resume. 
Don't let your resume end up in 
the trash. Professionally prepared 
resumes by experts with over 25 
years experience in the job search 
and recruiting field. Call: (314) 
469-0900 

Short Courses 
Instructional Computing at 
UMSL is again offering Short 
Courses ( CO Burning, Excel, 
PowerPoint, ect..) from 
Feb 9- Mar 12. Stop by SSB 103 
for more info and schedule 

Traffic Defense 
Traffic ticket or DWI? Don't go 
to court by yourself. Don't pay 
the fine and get points on 
your license. Do call Attorney 
Louise Ryterski for help. 
(636) 477-6400 or email 
LRyterski@aol.com. 
433 Jackson, St. Charles, MO 
63301. Student Discount. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
Air Fares at significant 
SAVINGS are available to 
STUDENTS & FACULTY NOW! 
Contact me for Pricing_ 

800 LYN SMITH Toll Free . 
618 266-7929 Fax 
618 771-0213 Cell 
Iyn_thriftytvl@msn.com 

Entertainment Center 
66x48x15, holds up to 35" TV, lots 
of storage, one door for storage, 

oak veneer, close to campus. Only 
$50 obo. Call (314) 381-2856 

'95 Camero 
1995 Camaro Red T-Tops. 
Clean, maintenanced. $4000 
(314) 614-9952 

Misc. Items 
SELL SELL SELL 

Furniture, TV's, Beds, Lamps, 
Tables, Etc. .... 
Call James @ 314-249-7107 · 

'90 Honda CRX 
Ovvn a CRX! 1990 Honda CRX SI for 
sale. High miles, but lots of new 
parts, including a newer engine. 
Runs really well, and gets GREAT 

gas mileage (32+) . Would be great, 
cheap, commuter car! $800 obo. 
(314) 724-9918. 

"1997 Audi A4 
1.8T. cactus Green, auto, heated 
seats, trip computer, climate con
trol, OEM spoiler, air conditioning, 
alloy wheels, 70,000 miles. 
$8500.00. (636) 946-2789. 

'90 Acura Integra LS 
Champagne in color, 2-door, runs 
good wi great stereo and clean 
interior. $2000. Call Denny at (314) 
n1-7554. Leave message. 

1995 Ford Mustang 
3.8 V6, replaced 70K miles engine, 
auto, AC, blue-green metallic, 
loaded-all power, spoiler, tinted 
windows, alloy wheels. $4350. 
(314) 255-3637 
1998 Ford Mustang 
Silver, 5-speed, CD player & cas
sette players, power front seats, 
103K miles-highway, 1yr old 

clutch, dual air bags, small ding 
left front fender, and split rear 
seat. Only $4600 obo call (314) 
771-1953. 

1995 Chevy camero 
Hop. $6,500 o.b.o. 314-614-9952 

Prof. Services 

Personals 

Free beauty conSUltations 
And makeovers!. Come to one 
of our parties or host your own 
on campus. Contact me for 
details online at 
www.marykay.com/tighew or 
618-570-8835. Chances to earn 
Free product! 

EGG 
DONORS 
NEEDED 

Earn $50001 
You can make a 

difference and help our 
patients reach their dream 

of becoming parents. If 
you are 21-"33 years of 
age you may quafify. 
Cal (800) 732-1899 

Hoip. <DVf'I! /ian 
~ 

Get Paid For Your 
Opinions! 

Earn $15-$125 and more per 
survey! 
www.paidonlinesurveys.com 

Are you interested in join
ing an on-campus Adult 
Children of Alcoholic Support 
Group? If so, contact the 
Wellness Resource center for 
more info @ x5380 or email 
Michelle Schmidt at 
RussellMS@umsLedu 

Would you like to quit 
smoking? If so, contact 
Michelle Schmidt at the Wellness 
Resource Center for more infor
mation on free services offered. 
Russellms@umsl.edu, 516-5380. 

For sale 

Cars for Sale! 
1999 Pontiac Grand AM SE 
(Metallic Blue), Mitsubishi 
Eclipese 1997 (Black). All cars 
are in excellent condition and 
inspected. Special rates for stu
dents. Call (314) 583-2557 For 
pictures and description 
visit:www.autostlsaleszone.com 

Mit subishi Galant ES 94 
124,000 miles. Runs good. 
Good Condition. $1950 O.B.O 
Call (314) 229-9941 

GET SMARTER & STRESS FREE 
in one easy session at the Brain/Mind Spa. 

Since 1991, the Brain/Mind Spa has used the most 
advanced biofeedback technologies, energy interven
tions, and holistic solutions to produce powerful, posi
tive change instantly. A brain tune-up and profound 

relaxation. SPECIAL STUDENT GROUP RATES, 
$89 each for 3 person group (reg. $1 75 each) 

Deposit Required. Most innovative and practical way 
to ACE EXAMS. DONT WAIT. CALL 636-458-9427, 

emaillightsanc@yahoo.com. 
Forest Light Sanctuary Mind Spa, Wildwood. 

Clas . ineds are free to students, faculty & 
staff 

nd ads to current@jinx.umsl.edu 
I 

L-.~~--~------------------------------------~ 

Spring Break 

***ACT NOW! Book 11 
people, get 12th trip free. Visit 
the official website for spring 
break '04. The best deals to the 
hottest destinations. Group dis
counts for 6+ 
www_springbreakdiscounts_com 
or 800-838-8202. 

GO. i'~\'j 4 !{-l!., 
Jom Amen '1 J Stvdeat roar Openrfol 

SelI.-ips, Et. ... (asl!, 
e;. free! 11_ Hiring 

(till hr 9'01' dIsc .... s 

CAJlCUN 
AtAPUUO 

JAMAICA 
IWIAMAS 
ROiIDA 

1·800·648·4849/ www.stslravel.com 

#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, & Florida! Best Parties, 
Best Hotels, Best Prices! Group 
Discounts. Organizers Travel Free! 
Space is limited! Book Now & 
Save! 1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com 

SIR/lIC IPJAIf 11)4 
~ NOW HIRING 

~ EKprlJfilj ~ ORGANIZE A SMAll 
C'"C"' ~c.,ulc, GROUP AND GET 

Mazallan JJrnai:a and more~ 2 FREE TRIPS!!!!! 

www.studentexpress.com 
Call NOW: 1.800.787.3787 

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL 
**SPRING BREAK** 
Book early Et save $$! 

Keg Party - Free beer! Live band, 

DJ, Wet T-shirt, Hard Body, 
Swimwear contests. Suites to 12 

people, 3 pools, huge beachfront 
hot tub. Sandpiper-Beacon Beach 
Resort 800-488-8828 
www.sandpiperbeacon.com 

Spring Break '04 with 
StudentCity.com and Maxim 
Magazine! 
Get hoooked up with Free Trips 
Cash, and VIP Status as a Campus 
Rep! Choose from 15 of the hottest 
destinations. Book early for FREE 
MEALS, FREE DRINKS and 150% 
Lowest Price Guarantee! To 
reserve online or view our Photo 
Gallery, visit www.studentdty.com 
or Call 1·888-SPRlNGBR£AK! 

Seeking Roommate 
Roommate needed to share 3BR 
house, one mile west of UMSL. 
Washer, Dryer, Dishwasher, Deck, 
Fireplace, Finished Basement. 
$250/ month + deposit. No pets. 
314-426-7471 , ask for Amy. 

For Rent 
Exceptional room for rent in 
Ferguson. Minutes from 
Universi ty, quiet neighborhood, 
spacious beautiful home. Cable 
TV, utilities, washer/dryer, 
phone, security system, furnish
ings, fireplace, nice yard, and 
much more all included in 
monthly rent. Contact: Jill 314-
521-5307 or riggsj@umsl.edu 

For Rent 
Two units, one bedroom each. 
Both recently remodeled. Very 
close to UMSL and the airport. 
Students wecome. Private street 
wi yard, separate driveways. 
Other properties in St. Louis 
available. Call Patrick 544-1711. 

Apartment for Rent 
Needed: Female roommate t( 
share a 3BR12BA duplex in U Cit:) 
Spacious, beautiful hardwool 
floors, and two fun roommate 
who keep clean but can still kicl 
it!$250/month + utilities. Call 314 
229-6553 and ask for Mary Beth. 

Room for Rent! 
$295 + utilities. 64xxx Arsenal, 

just of 1-44. Spadous, two large 
closets, hardwood floor, nice yare 
and patio area, modern kitchen, 
off-street garage parking. 
Students or young professionals 
preffered . Call (314) 646-1905 

Appartment for Rent ! 
2- bedrooms appartment, hard
wood floors, washer·dryer, 
large rooms, backyard . Nice 
neighborhood, a block from 
Metrolink, by the Loop. 
Price $650. Call 863-6504 



)age 14 ~ke Current 

Frida, March 19, 8 p.m. 

One of today's most popular stand~up comediennes, 
Paula Poundstone's humor knows no bounds. 
Whether she's talking politics or Pop Tarts, 
her oH~kilter worldview makes her one of 
the foremost topical humorists working today. 

Saturday, March 20, 8 p.m. 

The campus-wide celebration of Chancellor Thomas 

March 8,2004 

F. George's inauguration includes a celebratory concert 
by the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra. As part of 
the celebration, each University of Missouri~St. Louis 
student, faculty and staff member may receive two 
free tickets to the concert. On the program are 
Mozart's "Symphony No. 25 in G minor, K. 173dB, " 
Hartmann's "Concerto Funebre, " and Tchaikovsky's 
*Suite from Swan Lake, Op. 20a." 

Welcomed by KFUO-FM/Classic99 
Wednesday, March 31, 7:30 p.m. 

With David Harrington and John Sherba on violin, 
Hank Dutt on viola and Jennifer Culp on ceflot the 
Kronos Quartet has been expanding the minds of 
musical risk-takers for over 30 years, combining 
classically associated instrumentation with the 
cutting-edge sounds of commissioned works. 

And coming this spring ... 
• Fosse, March 25 

• Paragon Ragtime Orchestral 
''The Clown Princes," April 3 

• Teatro Lirico d'Europa/"Rigoletto," April 4 

••• ana much, much morel 

Call 314.516.4949, 
Toll-free at 866.S16.~949 
for tickets or to request 
a Touhill Magazine! 

www. touhill.org 

With the exception of UMSL students, a $1 Facility Operations Su~charge will 
be added to the price of each ticket. A $3 processing fee will be added to all 
phone orders. 
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