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This night one week ago, tlm rébn]s were
in possession of this: place, confidentin-their
strength to hold itagainst avy t'edern] force
“that” mlghffm brouglit thmH lhem ‘bat thait
Tondiand cherished hopes iave endvdin diss
t\ppolntment. Their Hh‘mwhoid bas beeo
taken. " Their forces have heen seattered in
every direction, (vepecinly 1o the North,)
and to-night the “flag of our Union,” flonts
proudly to the breeze. from Fort .Donsleon,y,
—whtlnfoumwr—hmve-bnyx—rrgt-—m—pwfvcrm’ ~
carity within Her entrenchments. -

Qur Rmnmunt in éncumped near the town,

and one mile from the n.ain Fart, Our tents
wero pltcbed in wud,” haif kaee deep, and
dinge last Tuesday evening we bave bad w
drecdful time to get nbout,

On Sunday morning we left the steamers
Tecumseh wnd Neplune, at un- early hour,
formed in line on the river bunk, und n:med
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th uccompany us to the battie ficeld, uud share
with us the fate of the 'luy, whatever it might
be.’

After marching eight miles over a circuit
us_route, we_ reached the outer enmtrenche
ments of t}w Fort, and there lenined that the
cebels  had surrendered unconditionally, —
After remaining on the road an hour, we were
ordered back a few hundred yards to a piece
of bottom land, where we tobk supper on one
eracker to the man, with creek water for des .
sert. After supper wo made our beds ol rmi 8

-bight~Wheo-Sunday.f-
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our qum!»-rq Ta altempting to nh*p from one
boatto the other, | misaed the plunk and fell
in thi rive n,wiwr«- thewater wag 30 feet deep,
[ wentto the bottom osce, gnd was sinking
1 ‘mﬁeL‘«ﬁrdzHﬂmr'ﬁh.en:lzﬂmawghi by the?
hawd by Mp. Charles Butler, of Feankhin O,
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ater [oould iiave herm in a watery grave,
but thanks to a kind Providence, my lite bma
heon spared, to-nivht I am one of the
most gratefl betnss tving.
12 o'clock, M, Feb, 224.—A salute is bee
ing fired fram the Forl-in honor of -Washiog«
ton's twth doy,  Wa have just lesrned thut
(fehGrant hins been mmnde a Major-General
Col. M. Do Jgepgett has baen nppointed Pros ]
vost- Marshal, over the State of Lenoeesee.
Tue rmin b beea fulling in 'pe%fvct tors
rents stnee {ast night, Hm river is rising
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T3 M arnahan’s health is. nnpmme'

you thinl this letter is too lvngthy for the
pnterest it —containsg Il write a ltllle
more the next time., .
Yours Joux W, AL (_‘-u,r,xsvn:.
( ampiuy G, 73th Reg’t OV,
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IROM RIbHMON D.

Anaugnral Addvress of Joff. Davis The Pro-
© fanity of his Appeal.
C [ Mrom tha ilic b oud kxan e £, Lxten Wab, 22.]
FrrLow- Crrgzeas—0On this the birthday ol the
man mest identtfied with the establishment of
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of usalept comfortably until near dayheeals-
notwithstanding, raiu_commenced fxl.m st
‘miduight. When morning dawned our blan.
kots and clothes were wot, our fires neurly
extinguished, and the prospect for breakin«
anything but flattering. Some had whole
r-ruckers, while others had none, but all con-
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ument erected toconvremorata NisT heroie vir=

tues tind those of hig (-mn;m'nnh we have n~-
semblod-tomher-inryexigtenes e p:-rmﬂ\em
vovernment of the Confederate States. Through
thiv instrumentality, und r the tavor of Diviue
P'tovidence, we hape 1o perpetuate the principles
0! our Revointisn iry  farhers. Tha day, the
memory acd the parpose, seem fitly .associated.
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an bour or'two, Col. Leggett, (who had zone
‘to Gen. Grant's Head Quartsrs for oiders)
returned with the information. that the bhoats
-with.our-baggage-bad-gone- up—to-Dovéranid
that the -regiment wou'd wmnrch a few rods
into the woods, and remain until our tents and
provision reached us. = About this time a dis-
interested' spectator m:ght have dizcovered,
‘without the aid of a gluss,a few lony, wry
faces. Ewpty stomnchs were numerous, an
‘crackers source.as melons in April.  But o)
finish my atory as briel as possible, I will
just state, ‘that forty men were datailed to go
to Dover, aud unship our goods. Next day.
(Tuesday,) the job was complet:d, and 11
night, according to new orders, the regimen!

f

¢

L

ienwto-triem-toethepresenee-gfte
serived as a gaalifitsation for the exalt-d station
ERE S hinh:thn:nmmwm, D&
T iaarAI AT i Tmplied | e
by thiy mnm{rsmuun of the people’s confitence,
[ sy yet more profoundly impressed by the vast
respannibility 0i the office, and humbly f«wl my
own-unworthiress: e
In return for their kinduess T ecan onl\ offer

assursnces of the gratitude with which it is ie-
ceived, and con but pledee a z alous devotion ol
avery faculty to the wervien of tho:e who huave
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chosen mn ns their Chief Magistrate

W hermntong conreeaf—clnas legislation, direcs
tad not to tue peneal welfare, but to the negran.
dizemeut ot the Northern section of the Union,
culminated 1o a wartare o the Jomestie Tnstiv
tations of the Sonthern Stutes—when the dogmus
of w sectional party, substituted for the provis-
oty ol the constitunounl compact, threat.: nvd Lo
d.-mmy thie sovereizn vights of llw Hnu'u wix ol
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mrehed-TototowwTd-piteiretd-trte by oRTT
‘Alo-light..Qn.the same day Col. Leggett wuy
appointed Provost Marshal of the town; since
that time his duaties have been arduous, ry
-

pied. He has already brought order out of
confusion, and _ehilo his - administration thus
tar has been gratifying to the Genernl in
command, he has convinced all with whom
he comes in contact, that his agility and pcr=
sevarance are equal to anv emergoncy.

“~You have already received the parliculars
of the late bloody and desperate fight at this
place.” I shall only add n few things whicl
have come under our notice. The Fort with
its entrenchments, extends over a space of
several_miles. _To simply hearof the-placa-
you can form no. corroct idpn of itq maani-
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has cost the (so cnllm]) Confedarate States,

avd for_ me_to attempt_to. Zive.a.correct-desst:
cription in writing,is moPe of & task than 1 fee]
dlspoaed to undertake,t {xereforv I shall lease
it for some one else to %
When I came over the battle field on Mor -
day morning, the ground was covered in
-mnrp}aces—meh—dead—menrdﬂ&d—-hﬂrew
wagons, guns,.cactridge boxes, belts, cannon
balls, shells, gunecarriages, caisong, flouir:
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rtain
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bnrrels, meat barvrels,harness of every dpﬂ‘
cription, and in fact everything ever seen i:
‘a military camp, had -its represnntatlve—*m
sowna shape, lyiug over the field.

Sixtyssix pieces of artillery; 20,000 stand o
arms, large ‘number of” wugom horses and

ek so; that hiv-whole tima ias been oeeu |

tHrosr Npardee \vur"}l W IHL fromrth Ul O, TOR-
ederted togethe e exere isn the right and per-
fnrnl llH' l"l!\,’ wiyns Illl'mwn ;_uv#rmnmn wnich
would herter secare the libertios for the pregerva-
doreef which that Unjon_was estubifsbed, - s
M hatever of hope some may have enteriain-d

et ao returuing sensg o1 justice would remove
‘e danger with which our rights were threaten.
dd,mud render it possible to preserve the Unlon
or the constitution, muast have been diapelled by
the madirnte aud barbarity of the” R‘orlhrrn
States tu the proszcation ol the existing - war,—
“The-conflderncrof-tire—most-hopeful-among—us
have been destroycd by’ the disregard they
bave reeently exhibired for all tims ho. lore-d bul-
wurks ot ¢iril and religious Libsrty.  Bastiles
illed with prisoners, arrested without eivil pro
cesw or irdictment duly found; the writ o! hiabeus
rorpuy suspenged-bv-Exccutive manduate; vStrte
negistature controlled by the imprisoument of
members whase aviwed prineiples suguested To
the Federa] Executive that thers mightbe.anoth

held under threats of u military power; civil of~
ficers, peacelul eit m:uq and gentie women incar.
wrated for opinien’s sake, proclaimed the inea
pacity of our late a-sociates to adminitera govern-
ment as free libersl o d humane us that estab-
lished for our comnion use. .

—Forproof-ot-the—sincerit: UTpOSE 1o |
maintarn our ancient institutions, we tay point
_to_the constitution-of-thse—CGonfederacy—aud-the
laws enacted undir it, as well as to tna fact that
througrh-all the neeessitics of an ur‘r-qunl slmgu],
therd has _been no acton our part to impair per-
sonal liberty or the freedom of “épeech, of
thought or of the press.. The Cour:s have teen
open; the-judicial- functions fully executed, and

.-mulom NoUnt ST rA g ottt
provisions fell into our hands. Fifieen thous-
-and-prisoners; with—Generals "Buckner and’
=FolTson; iave-alrordy=boenshipped th-Cairo. |
nnd other points North. Two or three hun-

every . rig hl_nL_Lm...pg.m.LiuLuuz.u.-mmu aimed s
wmﬂmwmf-mmrlm&moﬁdmtm
the land.
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of-our-wounded on board__Tho_ Allen

"Allen Collier to serenade tha Surgeons and

medical staff officers are also hicre, dumw ali
they can for the relief of their suﬂ'ermg qol-
diers.
——Tsaw Gen, Buckner and staff, and con»
versad with the General a half hour,on Mouns
day last.. He entered. very freely into con<
varsation, and here let me use a little of his
own’ languag‘e‘.“ “Your men ﬁf'bt well your
fesources are greatér than ours. ~ Your armv
| in better clothed, better fed and belter armed

J-oriminationy—~subhmissioun-—to-which~wovld be Tu=

that to rewrain longer in the Union would sub-
ject them toa continunnces ot a digparaging dis-
consistent with their wellare, und intolerabls 10 |-
a proud people  They therelore determioed to |
sever ita bonds uud establish a new l,ou!ederucy
for themselves.

The experiuent fnstituted _by-our Revolation=
ary-fathers—of a-volunary—wnion— “of- Sovereign
States—for tha purposce epecitied in a solemu

mis:

W hzch_xL_\u.u_pl._‘.gA_d..t.u_.pxoin.cl._Llloy-bah“ve— ¢ rus
Yok

ys

-dro;

us 1

than ours. You can furnish three men to
our-one; and though this defeat. hia-beenw
‘disastrous--onn to us; you eAn yover cml(llmr
the South until youhave killed ouar last man.
Wher' I got up to take leave. he shook my
hnnd with the followine remark. “Youny
man go and reform.” I returned the com-
p1|ment by saying .‘Géanl’";m“nndﬁmrm
more” The old traitor and treachorous thief.
John B. Floyd, made his escape with nveariy
-all-of -his command. One Company -whickh
be left is atill here, I have talked with
number of the men, and alldeciare that Flova,
deserves - banging if ever a man did. Gen.
Pillow escaped with a cavalry Regiment ot
‘eight hundred men and horses.

“Ihe most_of our waunded. hovebeentakesn.
to.Paducah, Cairo, Louisville and Cineinnati

The. City of Memphis is still-here with 150
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canip o RRd Dren perveried by thess who, frel-
dngpower.andaorgettiog nul\h -were de!ermmrd
aw bt their ownwill. —T'he gav-
ernment had ceased toavawer the ends for which
it wus grdained sud established.  To eave our-
selvis fromt a revolution which, in its silent but
rapid progress, was about to place us under the
~'o-molixm'o{ nambers and to preserve  in apirit.
Has igeorm, a syatem of government we
believe to Te pT‘c"xl.uﬂv—ﬁHv‘ ~to'vur-condition ..
and tull of promize for mankind, we determined
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to muke 2 new ussociation, composed - of Stutes
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True to our traditions'of peace and our lovs of
sent commissiouers to  the United
States ta propesuaiaie wiei amicable settlement
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lier, left last night for Cincinmati with t
same number of sick and wounded. T
last named boat was sent here by the citizens

of the "Quoeu City,” on an errand of _mercey.
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of Hospital stores and du;hxru, The stores
and clothing have beenappropriated to their
intonded -use, and—while-here - the—Surgrons
and nu:ses labored untiringly with our.poor
| Tellows, who had for days and nights been |,
‘suﬂ'ermg trom-their wounds - The Saniticy | a
Committee, go back to their homes with the | ¢
blessingsof & grateful soldiery resting-upon—+u
them. For the .benefit_of his {riends T willi}
Just a8y here—that—W
Co. G. has'gone back 1o Cincinnati, on board
the - Allen—Collier—He has—been very sick
daringthe-past eight days with Lung-fever:
Last pight our string band went aboard the
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February 21, 1862

From the 78" Regiment!

DOVER, NEAR FORT DONELSON, TENN.
Friday night, Feb. 21, 1862

EDITOR COURIER : --

This night one week ago, the rebels were in possession of this place, confident in their
strength to hold it against any Federal force that might be brought against them; but their fond
and cherished hopes have ended in disappointment. Their stronghold has been taken. Their
forces have been scattered in every direction, (especially to the North) and to-night the “flag of
our Union,” floats proudly to the breeze from Fort Donelson, while our own brave boys rest in
perfect security within her entrenchments.

Our Regiment is encamped near the town, and one mile from the main Fort. Our tents
were pitched in mud, half knee deep, and since last Tuesday evening we have had a dreadful
time to get about.

On Sunday morning we left the steamers Tecumseh and Neptune, at an early hour, formed
in line on the river bank, and started for the scene of the action. Just here let me say, that our
beloved Major was very sick during Saturday and Sunday night. When Sunday morning came,
he was but little better, scarcely able to stand, but before our line was formed, to the surprise and
delight of all, the Major appeared on his spirited horse, ready to accompany us to the battle field
and share with us the fate of this day, whatever it might be.

After marching eight miles over a circuitous route, we reached the outer entrenchment of
the Fort, and there learned that the rebels had surrendered unconditionally.— After remaining on
the road an hour, we were ordered back a few hundred yards to a piece of bottom land, where we
took supper on one cracker to the man, with creek water for desert. After supper, we made our
beds of cornstalks, leaves and weeds, and the most of us slept comfortably until near
daybreak, notwithstanding rain commenced falling at midnight. When morning dawned our
blankets and clothes were wet, our fires nearly extinguished, and the prospect for breakfast
anything but flattering. Some had whole crackers, while others had none, but all concluded to
make the best of circumstances, and soon a general division (of the provender on hand) was
made. Our breakfast was finished, and then each man settled himself down to await further
orders. After waiting an hour or two, Co. Leggett (who had gone to Gen. Grant’s Head Quarters
for orders) returned with the information that the boats with our baggage had gone up to Dover,
and the regiment would march a few rods into the woods and remain until our tents and
provision reached us. About this time, a disinterested spectator might have discovered, without
the aid of a glass, a few long, wry faces. Empty stomachs were numerous, and crackers scarce as
melons in April. But to finish my story as brief as possible, I will state that forty men were
detailed to go to Dover and unship our goods. Next day, (Tuesday,) the job was completed, and
at night, according to new orders, the regiment marched into town and pitched tents by candle-
light. On the same day, Col. Leggett was appointed Provost Marshall of the town; since that
time his duties have been arduous, so much so, that his whole time has been occupied. He has
already brought order out of confusion, and while his administration thus far has been gratifying

1 Daily Zanesville Courier, March 1, 1862, p. 2



to the General in command, he has convinced all with whom he comes in contact, that his agility
and perseverance are equal to any emergency.

You have already received the particulars of the late bloody and desperate fight at this
place. I shall only add a few things which have come under our notice. The Fort with its
entrenchments, extends over a space of several miles. To simply hear of the place, you can form
no correct idea of its magnitude, not the immense amount of labor it has cost the (so called)
Confederate States, and for me to attempt to give a correct description in writing is more of a
task than I feel disposed to undertake, therefore I shall leave it for some one else to do.

When I came over the battle field on Monday morning, the ground was covered in many
places with dead men, dead horses, wagons, guns, cartridge boxes, belts, cannon balls, shells,
gun carriages, caisons, flour barrels, meat barrels, harness of every description, and in fact
everything ever seen in a military camp, had its representative in some shape, lying on the field.

Sixty-six pieces of artillery, 20,000 stand of arms, a large number of wagons horses and
mules, and a great amount of forage and provisions fell into our hands. Fifteen thousand
prisoners, with Generals Buckner and Johnson, have already been shipped to Cairo nd other
points North. Two or three hundred prisoners are still here, taking care of their sick and
wounded. Several of their medical staff officers are also here, doing all they can for their
suffering soldiers.

I saw General Buckner and staff, and conversed with the General a half hour on Monday
last. He entered very freely into conversation, and here let me use a little of his own language.
“Your men fight well, your resources are greater than ours. Your army is better clothed, better
fed and better armed than ours. You can furnish three men to our one, and though this defeat has
been a disastrous one to us, you can never conquer the South until you have killed our last man.”
When I got up to take leave, he shook my hand with the following remark. “Young man go and
reform.” I returned the compliment by saying, “General, go and sin no more.” The old traitor
and treacherous thief, John B. Floyd, made his escape with nearly all of his command. One
Company which he left is still here. I have talked with a number of men, and all declare Floyd
deserves hanging if ever a man did. Gen. Pillow escaped with a cavalry Regiment of eight
hundred men and horses.

The most of our wounded have been taken to Paducah, Cairo, Louisville, and Cincinnati.
The City of Memphis is still here with 150 of our wounded on board. The Allen Collier, left last
night for Cincinnati with the same number of sick and wounded. The last named boat was sent
here by the citizens of the “Queen City,” on an errand of mercy. She was loaded with twenty-
one Surgeons, three hundred nurses, and a large amount of Hospital stores and clothing. The
stores and clothing have been appropriated to their intended use, and while the Surgeons and
nurses labored untiringly with our poor fellows who had for days and nights been suffering from
their wounds. The Sanitary Committee go back to their homes with the blessings of a grateful
soldiery resting upon them. For the benefit of his friends, I will just say here that Wilbur F.
Armstrong has gone back to Cincinnati on board the Allen Collier. He has been very sick during
the past eight days with Kung fever. Last night our string band went aboard the Allen Collier to
serenade the Surgeons and nurses, | accompanied them, and had a pleasant time until 9 o’clock
when we started for our quarters. In attempting to step from one boat to the other, I missed the
plank and fell into the river, where the water was 30 feet deep. I went to the bottom once, and
was sinking the second time, when I was caught by the hand by Mr. Charles Butler of Franklin,
O. who, with the assistance of Lieutenants Harian and Blandy, and Serg’ts Robinson and
Vankirk, drew me up over the side of the boat. Had assistance come a few seconds later, I would



have been in a watery grave, but thanks to a kind Providence, my life has been spared, and
tonight [ am one of the most grateful beings living.

12 o’clock, M. Feb. 22d. -- A salute is being fired from the Fort in honor of Washington’s
birth day. We have just learned that Gen. Grant has been made a Major-General. Col. M.D.
Leggett has been appointed Provost Marshal, over the State of Tennessee.

The rain has been falling in perfect torrents since last night. The river is rising very
rapidly. The water is bakcing (sic) up toward our camp and is now in very close proximity to
several of our tents. We will doubtless have to pull up stakes and move to some higher point.

I will close this lengthy letter by saying that Lieut. Col. Hawkes is daily becoming more
popular with the officers and men of the 78". Major Carnahan’s health is improving and I hope
he will soon be entirely well. If you think this letter is too lengthy for the interest it contains, /
will write a little more the next time.

Yours JOHN W.A. GILLESPIE

Company G, 78" Reg’t O. V. M.
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