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Off the Shelf and into the Community:

Academic/Community Outreach



Who is in the room today?

• Faculty?

• Administrators?

• Community partners?

• Students?

• Student affairs professionals?

• Librarians?



Off the shelf – session outline

U. of N. Colorado: orientation and context

Libraries engaged in partnership

Programming as outreach

What we learned

Bringing it back to campus

For the future



Orientation and Context

Greeley Colorado 

University of Northern 
Colorado

Libraries





Into the community

Libraries engaged in partnership



Partnering 
with 
Public Library 
District



Community & Civic Engagement

• Planning

• Implementation

• Institutionalization

• Next steps



LIBGUIDE URL TO GO HERE!!!!
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Pair/Share Activity

Who are the protagonists of your campus/community story?  

Whose story has been ignored or distorted?  

http://libguides.unco.edu/OfftheShelf
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• Archives and Community

The Purpose of Archives

• Identify records and papers of enduring value

• To preserve those materials

• To make those materials accessible to researchers
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• Archives and Community

Power and Archives

• Traditionally houses the records of the 
powerful

• Move towards broader collecting activities
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• Archives and Community

We are what we collect

• University Records

• Special Collections

• James A. Michener Papers and Collections
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• Archives and Community

James A. Michener Collections

Shortly before his death in 1997, James 
Michener designated the University of 
Northern Colorado to be the home for 
the bulk of his writing and publishing 
legacy
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• Archives and Community

Special Collections

Manuscripts, papers, records and books 
deemed rare, unique and/or of 
significant research value to warrant 
permanent preservation.  
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• Archives and Community

Special Collections

http://libguides.unco.edu/OfftheShelf

O. T. Jackson Papers and the 
Dearfield Collection, 1920s-1940s
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• Archives and Community

Special Collections

http://libguides.unco.edu/OfftheShelf

Paul Stewart Oral History Collection, 
1970s-1990s
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• Archives and Community

Special Collections

http://libguides.unco.edu/OfftheShelf

Northern Colorado Communities Preservation Project
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• Archives and Community

Chicano Collections –
CSU Pueblo

http://libguides.unco.edu/OfftheShelf

Creating trust

Community advisory involvement  
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Pair/Share Activity

What is your campus doing now to engage with and preserve the 
stories and experiences of marginalized members of the 
campus/community?  

What more can be done?
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• Archives and Community

University Records

Official repository for records 
documenting the administrative 
history of the University.
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• Archives and Community

University Records

Student Voices Collection
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Thank you!
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