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From Oquawka to Atlanta: Using Viewshare to Map A Civil War Journey
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Abstract

Viewshare Is a free data visualization tool created and maintained by the Library of Congress. It provides libraries and other cultural heritage institutions with a way to make use of linked
data sources to showcase collections in a new way. Viewshare can generate maps, timelines, galleries, and other visualizations to help patrons interact with digital collections in a more user-
friendly way. The University of Northern Colorado Libraries used Viewshare to create a map visualization of a collection of Civil War letters written by a Union Army soldier and some of his
comrades. Approximately 60 handwritten letters dated 1861 through 1865 chronicle the soldiers’ experiences in battle and the hardships they faced during a campaign that spanned several
states.
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