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PREFACE 

Back Bay represents a unique and dynamic habitat where the influence 
of natural phenomena has been augmented by the impact of an increasing 
amount of human activity. Numerous studies and articles about Back Bay 
have documented these events over the years; however, there has been 
little past effort to assemble this work in a single volume or under one 
theme. It was during an early morning collection trip to Back Bay that the 
concept and value of bringing together individuals interested in this region 
was first discussed. 

This was in February, 1987, and although cold and windy, the broad 
splendor of this natural resource provided the appropriate background for 
the steps that followed. At that time, the two of us and Ron Southwick 
recognized the diversity of interests and studies that were associated with 
Back Bay, but were concerned about the need to bring together data 
regarding the Bay and to have current projects discussed in an open forum. 

This early discussion eventually resulted in the steps leading to the Back 
Bay Ecological Symposium held in November, 1990. We established three 
major objectives for this symposium. These were: 

1. to provide an opportunity for current investigators and other interested 
parties to discuss together their studies and concerns about Back Bay; 

2. to publish the proceedings of this Symposium, which would emphasize 
water quality, fauna, flora and management topics so this publication 
could be a basic reference source for future investigators of this habitat; 
and 

3. to encourage and stimulate more cooperative and coordinated ecological 
studies of this habitat in the future. 

With the realization of this proceedings volume, we want to express our 
thanks to the contributors of this work and to all the participants of the 
Symposium for their interest and enthusiasm. We also want to acknowl­
edge the financial support provided by the Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries and the College of Sciences at Old Dominion 
University, plus the facilities provided by the Virginia Marine Science 
Museum in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

July, 1991 
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