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RUTH BROWN'S DISMISSAL SHOCKS FORMER BARTLESVILLE RESIDENT

from Library Journal 75, no. 18, nb.lﬁlﬂ-lﬁll
(October 15, 1950)

Buth Brown, for 31 years librarien of the Bartlesville, Okla. Free Public
Librery, was notified on July 25, 1950, by the City Commissioners that her
services were terminated, The aszsistant librarian, Mre. A. BR. Rigges, re-
signed under protest. To provide library service for the public, two persons
were sppointed as temporary librarians,

On July 26th, the day following her dismisasl, Miss Brown released the

following statement: "I have not been advised by the City Commissioners of

the reasons for terminstion of my employment as City Librarisn. WNeither during

my interview with the City Commigsioner on July 25, nor at any other time, have

the Commissioners, the City Mansger, or any other person told me that my ser-

vices as city librarian have been unsatisfectory. I believe, as do many others,
that my dismissal is attridbutable to certain of my personzl opinions arnd out-

gide activities which are distasteful to members of the Board of City Commissioners.

"I have 2lways believed thet diserimination on account of rece, creed, or color
is contrary to democratic end Christian principles: and I heve tried to live 235 o
Christian in a democracy in accordance with this belief. This has in no way
interfered with my duties as city librarian: for the recently discharged Library
Board found my work completely satisfactory. The newly appointed Library Board
has given me no reason to believe they have found it otherwise,"

The background of the controversy and the chain of events which led to Miss
Brown's dismiesal are fiven in the following letter from a former resident of
Bertlesville, James W. Henderson, head, searching 3ection, preparation divisinn.
reference department, New York Publie Library: 2

8ir:

I want to describe to youk readers a town in Oklahoma and tell them
something about what has heppened there, I do this because I think the
town is, in many weys, & typical community, and what has happened there
mey be symptomatic of what is happening in our democracy.

The town of which I speak is called Bartlesville., It is a small place of
about 19,000 people. The railrosd goes throuzh Bartlesville and divides
the town., On the east are the homes of the upper middle-class and the
wealthy, most of them connected with the oil compeny offices lo:ated there,
On the West Side live the lower middle-class and the poor. And on the West
$ide, too, is Colored Town. Near the heart of the city, just off .the busi-
ness district, is a building called the Clvic Center. This building is
princippdly an auditorium, but it houses 2lso several municipal offices and
the Public Library.

T lived in thig town for about 10 years, and that is how I remember it.
I renember it, too, 28 a good place to live, It was a conservative and not |
gery socially conscious community, but it was enlightened, and it gave its T
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young people a good education. Not a little of that education was
provided by the Public Library. Along with the radio and newspapers,

I remember the library as an important channel of communication with the
outside world,

"The city librarian was one of the town's most familinr figures, not

only because of her position, but becemse she had served in that cepacity
for over thirty years. They were not always easy years, It is no
commentery of Bartlesville in particular thet it did not give its Library
adequate support; thet has been e common failing of communities throughout
the country. But it is a credit to Miss Brown, the librarian, that she
was a zealous dlel¥lservant and kept the librery going, even during the
most difficult depression years. It is also to her credit that she took
serlously her responsibilities as a Christian and democrat. She took
children into her own home, reared them, provided the meens by which sev-
eral young people were able to go through college, and helped meny others
in countless ways. Through the yeers, being in constant contact with
ldeas, she developed a liberal philosophy consitent with her religion and
her innote sense of what was right snd just.

"What has happened in Bertlesville is described in some detail in the

Avgust 12th issue of TEE FATION. Briefly, it is this. A citizens! commitiee
complained to the City Commissioners about Miss Brown's activities in

securing civil rights for Bartlewville'!s Negroes and about subversive litep=- -
eture in the library., In later developments, mo further charges were made
against Miss Brown, but the subversive litersture was particularized as
CONSUMBRS! RESTARCH, THE NEGRO DIGE T, SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY, THE NWEW REPUBLIC,
and TEE NATION, THE NATION was cited as having been banned by the New

York City Boerd of Bducetion., The Library Baaﬁﬁg;hich investigated

charges and found, in substence, no basis for goa, was dlssol
the enactment of a new ordinance which placed the control of the
directly under the commissioners, Miss Brown's appointment e
rarien wes terminated, and the periodicals in question have !
from the library.
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"The legality of the new ordinance will be contested, and I =
that the citizens of Bartlesville will demend Mise Brown's r
I am prompted to write this letter because, remembering th
with sudden shock that if such a thing could heppen there,
almost anywhere. I wonder if those who love liberty and j
be on guerd to recognize the symptoms of hysteris before it
harm.“

Sincerely yours,
JAMES V. HENDERSON
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