&

= S §t. Louls Post-Dispatch
ﬂ'( uu’t’l 16' 1950 .

LIBRARIAN FIGHTS ¥OR JOB 10ST OVER CRITICISM OF JOURNALS OHOSEN
Oklahoma oil town in squabble about control of reading metter
==Court sult filed in firing

3’! rl A‘I nm?
A staff correspondent of the Post-Dispatch

Bartlesville, Okla.--Citizens of this oil-blessed elty, counting their blesasings
one by one but weighing agninst them the value of the eivil liderties, are
waiting for the dlstriet court to say whether the City Commission can control the
public library and exclude therefrom "subwersive" publieations.

Denied n decision by Judge James T. Shipman, who disqualified himeelf in deference
to the divided sentinents of the commmnity over the dismiseal of the library bosrd
and discherge of Mises Ruth ¥, Brown, librarian, the defenders of eivil liberties
ere strengthening their position and prepering to corry on "the Battle of Bartles-
villp" if the district court decision is ageinst them. The ouestion thot, if neces-
sary, they will corry to thehigher courts is whether they shall have the right to
read, without restrictions, such publicatione as the ¥ation snd the Now Republie,
Over the question there is sharp dissension between eity offielals end the members
of "citizens' committee" on the ome hand and a defense committee of the friends of
Kise Brown who sre asking the court to reinstate her and the old library board
members who supported her in her refusal %o remove such pudliecations from the 1ib-
rary shelves.

Ousters hesitate to tallk,
City officials and members of the "edtizens' committee”, although they are presumed
Yo have at least the tecit support of the powerful Phillips Petroleum Corp. and the
Cities Service Co., don't like to tallk sbout the civil liberties case. They are
allergic to publicity es something that might lurt the town. There ere indications
that the high command of the oil industry deplores the fuss that has been made over
such a 1ittle issue as control of the publie lidrary.

Members of the defense committee and others who have come to the help of Mise Browm
talk freely about i1t,but on the other side shugh is the word.

The City Sommission, whose action hes been challenged in the district court, is
composed ef Mayor E, S. Dunawey, who is in the abstract business; Mile L, Margensu,
publie relations man for the Cities Service Co.; B. ¥. Kindsvater, nenager of the
engineering department of the Cities Service Co,; Joe Henton, who runs = 11ling
station, ahd W. A. Forrest, o grocer. At the time vhen they ppesed an ordinance
taking over control of the library they did not hold earde as patrons,

Mayor Dunaway is out of town. He has, hovever, placed himself on record, in an
oration that he delivered at o meeting of the City Commission on Mareh 6, at which
friends of Mise Brown were booed and heckled and ealled Communists. The meyor on
that occaslon drmmatically poured oil on the troubled waters.

"These are times," he said, "that try men's souls and men's minds ag they have never
before been tried in the annals of our history. The whole world iz in a state of
confusion, engaged in a titanic struggle between power-craszdd totalitadian groups on
the one hand and freedom-loving individunls on the ofher in = struggle which ultim-
ately will determine whether our government of the people, by the people, end for

the people, shell continue §o exist or be forever banished from the face of the earth
and be succeeded by feudalism, absolute monarchy, Commnism, Faseimm, Naziiem, or some
other fotulitarian or authoritarian form of governmens."
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‘That being the case, he suggested that the Library Boerd should make = further inves-

tigation and come baeck with a report at the next meeting of the commissioners,

Race issue slso raised.

About 40 men and women had turned up at a previous commission meeting, Mrs. 0. 2.
Warren, pushed forward as spokesman, told former May R. H, Fudson, since deceased,
and the four commissiomers about the dark doings at the library. The Nation, berred
by the New York City Board of Hdueation, was there. What was more, Mise Brown hed
been setive in race relations., On that point she ealled as a witness Demggiat Hull,
who testified that on one occasion Miss Brown had appeared at his luneh counter with
two Negro women,

Hudson, said the drug store incident was Mise Brown's personal affalr, and hhe thouzght,
too, that the commission didn't have anything to do with how she ran the 1ibrary, but
suggested that the committee might teke it wp with the library beard.

Russell Davis, president of the library board, ecalled o meeting., The dissidents demanded
that the offending publications be removed. The board members insisted that in the
uhr?it of balanced information they should be retained,

At the next mecting of the City Oommisslion reports were made by the library board end
the objectors, who called themselves = citizena! committee., That wos when supporters
of the library board and Miss Brown were booed, heckled and called Commnists and
Dunawey the new mayor, delivered his oration.

Library bill of rights,
When enother meeting was held, the 1library board took its stand on the Library Bill
of Rights of the Council of the Americsn Library Assoelation:
"There should be the fullest practicable provision of materisl presenting the
problema and issues of our times, international, nationsl and local; and books
or other reading matter of sound faotual athority should not be proseribed or
removed from library shelves because of partissn or doctrinal disapproval."
Therefore, the "Nation" and the "few Republic” should be retained "as sasentinl
to effect that balance of differing viewpoints on controversial subjects which
should characterize a good 1ibrory."

The commissioners had nothing to say to that at the time, but at their next meeting
they revoked the old ordinsmee and passed a new one giving them authority to fire

the old library board, which was promptly donme. Thet left Miss Brown wp in the air.
The new board might retain her if it saw fit. In view of her nearly 41 yeers of
service, it might be moved %o do so. That was how 1t stood when Miss Brown met Mayor
Dunaway on the street. He told her he and the commissioners wanted %o telk #hth her
at & private meeting. She met with them and expressed her willingness to answer all
questions, but if they were of a personal nature she would like to have them in
writing. She refused to answver questions that she eonsidered of sush a nature, She
ves asked if she had signed a loyalty cath., She sald she had never seen one, but
would sign one then and there. - The commigsioners did not have ome handy, She was not
a Communist, she declared, She agreed with the old board that the Nation and the New
Republic were not subversive, but if the new beard ordered them removed, she would
remove them. She refused to define her attitude toward raciasl relations unless the
questions were put in writing. That wes when Commiseioner Forrest made his point
that race relations might be according to the Bible and the Constitution but they
didn't do 1t that woy in Bartlesville.
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Hew board chairman's views.
T+ Ro Ohristopher, chairmen of the mew board, who is postmaster, deprecated any
significance bYeing attached to his acceptance of the appointment. It woe just a
eivie appointment that he had accepted ae = publie service, like serving on a
comnittee of the Chamber of Commerce. The library had be@ome run down and he
thought it was a chance to build it wp. Miss Brown was a school teacher before
she became a librarian, and he understood that had never had library training,
except the experience she had had in her more than 30 years of service. Until
this thing came wp, he had never read the Nation. Later he had looked at one
issue. Persomally, he had no objection #4 1%, but there was a2 gquestion whether
there was enough interest in it to justify spending the texpayers' money for itl
However, the board had decided to remew the subserintion and keep it at the 1ib-
rarian's desk to check the demand for it. Oity Manager Jones was the men to make
any statement about 1t, :

City Mansger Jones had nothing to say. It wos not an administration metter. Mem-
bers of the library board were the onesz to do the talking. Al) he had to do with
it was that the library board had asked him o advise Miss Brown that she had been
discharged.

Mrg, Worren, chairmen of the citizens' committee, was slightly 111 st ensé because
she, just a housedife, had been practically pressed into the position. She would
1ike to have it understood, though, that Miss Brown was not dismissed for racial
or subversive reasons. It was entirely on secount of her insubordination in
refuskng to answer the commissioners' questions unlese they were put in writing.
She was not scked 1f she had refused to remove those magmzines from the shelves,
If she had been, she would have given the same ancwer. The magazines had not been
removed by themew librariem. They had herely been placed under her desk. You
could get them if you wanted them, After all, the question wos vhether the new
ordinance was legal, and she would be much obliged 1f her neme wns left out of it.

Mrs, Warren's committee has as ite secretary Henrietta B, Wills. Other members
of the committes are Mrs., Bessle h"ﬁl‘. Mrs. J, H, lﬂlblﬂ. Mre. M. IT' Iim.
Hrs. ¥renk Sigsons and ¥, D. MeGinley. Mrs, Werren and her committee claim to
represent "a large grown," mab more specifieally defined. The defense committee
elains to have the backing of about 200 persons in its fight and in the litigation
that has been started,

Members of the defense group say the fight has been fomented in part by some
nembers of the American Leglon, Pro-American, which iz a Hepublican women's club,
Daughters of the American Revolution and United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Librarian had no contract.
Miss Brown had no contrect and was not under civil service. Ner salery latterly
had been $3000 2 year, When she wes discharged on July 16 her pay was contimued
to the first of August,

O0ffielals and others whio were concerned to have the Nation end the New Republic
barred make mach of the elaim that these publieations have not actunlly been
thrown out but only removed from the open shelves where anybody could piek them
up and read them. The subseriptions have been eontimed, Wt they are in the
disereet hands of the librarian and available to mature patrons, The mature
patrons, however, complain that they are made uncomfortable by the serutiny to
vhich they are subjected when they ask for those publications. Or maybe they

ohly imegine 1t, It be that the £ dowvn as Commmnist
rewd “u“iw‘- mey be ¢ ear of being put s makes
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The case, brought in the names of Miss Brown and Mrs, Arlene Basary against the
meyor, éity commissionere, ecity manager and members of the mew library bosrd,
asserts that the new ordinance is mull and void,tthat the old board iz still
fully qualified and acting and Ruth W. Brown is the duly sppointed 1idrarism
and entitled to custedy of the books and records, The case will be heard Yov.
9 on en order to show cause by an outside judge. ,

Migs Brown, sedate and demure, deprived of her livelihood at the age of 59, sits |
these sutumn days in her cottage mear the library and walts,
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