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The issue of media reliance on public relations
i

practitioners has been a source of controversy in the
journalism community for at least several decades.
Cutlip (1962) showed that about one-third of newspaper
content was generated by public relations practitioners;
he later increased his figure to over 40 percent,
concluding that public relations practitioners, in
actuality, subsidize the nation's news media. Studies
by Kaid (1976) and Sachsman (1976) further supported
Cutlip's assertion. Kaid, in particular, found that 60
percent of a political candidate's press releases were
printed verbatim from the original releases.

Martin and Singletary (1981) came to a different
conclusion in a statewide study of Pennsylvania news-
papers. They found that only 19.5 percent of the stories
generated by the state auditor general's office were
reported verbatim from the releases. Martin and Single-=-

tary concluded that reporters who wrote the release-
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generated stories in the Pennsylvania study did not
abandon' their "watchdog" role as originally hypothesized
in the study, but were alert to the information found in
the releases.

This study examined 42 Kentucky newspapers (seven
dailies and 35 non-dailies) for their use of 98 Kentucky
Department of Education releases.from September 1 through
December 31, 1984, The newspapers were all initially
selected randomly by computer, with the final seven dailies
being chosen according to circulation and region.

Of the 171 stories that were generated by the
releases (44 in the dai;ies,fiz7 in the non-dailies),
it was found that 100 of them, or 58.48 percent, were
reported verbatim from the original releases. The non-
daily stoties accounted for 98 of these verbatim releases,
or 77.17 pércentvof.thesnon-dailies’' total releages
generated stories. Among the dailies, only two of-the
44 releasezgenerated stories, or 4.55 percent of them,
were verbatim.

It was also found that 77.19 percent of the
stories were totaily paraphrased fromﬁfhe orginal
releases.-- that is, the stories used information soley
from .the releases, with no outside information whatso-
ever. The non-daily stoties 115 such stotries -- 90.55

percent of their total -- while the dailies had 17
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totally paraphrased stories, which was 38.64 percent of
their total.

The study also showed that circulation' and
geography played no role in how the releases were used,
and that the majority had no high prominence in the
newspapers they appeared in.

This study suggests that state press releases,
in a majority of cases, are heavily relied on for infor-
mation provided by Kentucky newspapers, and that the
information provided by such releases is.not generally
checked before being printed, as Martin and Singletary
had concluded. The statistics in this study cdéuld have
resulted not necessarily from an abandoning of the
"watchdog'" role, but.rather from deadline pressure
(particularly among the dailies) and limited manpower
(particularly among the non-dailies). Nonetheless, the
reliance on the press releases in this study generally
supported the previous studies by Cutlip, Kaid and

P

Sachsman.

The study also showed the effectiveness of the
Department of Education in generating stories from their
releases, having generated 171 stqries in about one-
quarter of-the state's_newspaperé. A comﬁarative'study
using releases'f;om other state departments, or an

expansion of this study using all state newspapers,
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could provide a more in-depth analysis of newspaper

reliance on state government ss releases.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The role of public relations in the news reporting
process. has been a subject of controversy for several
decades within the journalism community. This controversy
has, in turn, sparked a number of studies on the reliance
of the news media on information supplied by public
relations practitioners.

In one of the earliest studies conducted, Scott
Cutlip suggested that about one-third of the news media
has been supplied by public relations practitioners.l
Since then, Cutlip has revised his estimate to over 40
percent, and concluded that publi¢ relations practitioners,
in effect, " . . . subsidize the nation's news media
machine.”2

Subsequent studies, for the most part, seem to
have supported Cutlip's assertion.

Two of these studies pointed to an extensive
use of public relations for information. The study by

Lynda Lee Kaid, for example, which measured the use of

1Scott Cutlip, "Third of Newspapers' Content PR-
Inspired,”" Editor and Publisher, May 26, 1962, p. 68.

25cott M. Cutlip, Allen H. Center, and Glen M,
Broom, Effective Public Relations (Englewood Cliff, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1985), p. 429.
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an Illinois congressional candidate's press releases
by newspaper, showed that 69 percent of the news releases
for the candidate were used at least once.3 Moreover,
30 of the 50 stories generated by the 18 releases were
printed verbatim from the original releases, with the
only alteration being several paragraph omissions.4
This same pattern seemed to be demonstrated in a study
by David Sachsman, who determined that public relations
press releases on environmental issues in the San Fransisco
Bay area:
influenced at least 25 percent and perhaps
as much as 50 percent of Bay Area environmental
coverage. It is reasonable to estimate that about
40 percent of the environmental content of the
Bay Area media came from public relations prac-’
titioners, and that about 20 percent consisted of
rewritten press releases.5
Sachsman further noted that much of the public relations
effort was conducted by government agencies.6
The Kaid study's method of measuring the use

of public relations releases was closer to the method-

used in this study and the Martin/Singletary study

T

3Lynda Lee Kaid, "Newspaper Treatment of a Candi-
date's Press Releases,' Journalism Quarterly 53 (Spring
1976): 136.

41bid., p. 137.

SDavid B. Sachsman, "Public Relations Influence
on Coverage of Environment in San Fransisco Area,"
Journalism Quarterly 53 (Spring 1976): 59.

51bid.
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(to be discussed below) than the Sachsman study. Kaid
collected the 26 releases from the campaign she covered
and measured their use in 25 sample newspapers, .including
dailies and non—dailies.7 Sachsman, on the other hand,
conducted a survey study by sampling 11 reporters and
editors by asking them to keep a record of press releases,
their sources and their use in the first part of his
study; the second and third part of the project consisted
of content analysis of Bay Area media and backtrack--
interviewing to determine information sources and - ..-
gatekeeping:processes.

Nonetheless, both studies indicated a heavy

reliance on press releases by the media.

Martin and Singletary

The ‘study on newspaper use of state governmeht
press releases by William P. Martin and Michael W.
Singletary at Shippensburg State University in Pennsyl=-.
vania., -however, offered a different conclusion on the
'subject.

Citing the Cutlip, Kaid and Sachsman studies, the
authors hypothesized that reporters, through increasing

reliance on public relations practitioners, have

.

TRaid, p. 136.

8Sachsman, pp. 55-56.
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abandoned their ''watchdog'" role as defined by the Canons
of Journalism, section IV.9 The authors studied 1995
releases from the state Department of the Auditor General,
and.determined to investigate whether the same.rellance

on press releases found in the previously cited studies
also occurred among 105 daily and 177 non-daily newspapers

10 In measuring the number of stories

in Pennsylvania.
printed word for word from the original releases (defined
as "verbatim rate'), the authors found that only 19.5
percent of the stories were printed verbatim from the
releases.11 They also concluded that the majority of the
releases (62.8 percent) were rewritten completely before
publication.12

Martin and Singletary also concluded that although
the verbatim rates for non-dailies was higher than
dailies (57.9 percent to 12.6 percent), " . . . it was
noted that the.non;dailies were far less likely than

dailies to use the releases at all.“13 The study also

SWilliam P. Martin and Michael W. Singletary,
"Newspaper Treatment of State Government Releases,"
Journalism Quartérly 58 (Spring 1581): 93,

101hid., pp. 93-94.
H1pid., p. 95.

121444,

131pid.

L)
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found that circulation and geographic distribution had
14
no affect on release publication.
In concluding their report, Martin and Singletary
commented:
It would appear that a majorty of newspapers in this
study did not accept news releases in this study at
atface value. The newspapers usually did not use
news releases verbatim. As suggested by the Canons
of Journalism, they were generally alert to the
information in the releases.l15
The authors also noted that although 63.3 percent of all
the auditor general press releases were mailed to non-
dailies, they generated only 15.5 percent of the total
stories in the study. "On a practical level," the authors
concluded, "the publicist may find that mailing news
releases to non-dailies is not a cost-effective means

of generating newspaper articles.”16

Purpose
The purpose of this. study was to determine how
Kentucky newspapers used state press releases issued by
‘the Kentucky Department of Education. This would gauge
how much Kentucky newspapers relied on press releases for
their information. Any state governmental agency could

have been chosen; but the Department of Education was

141p3d., p. 96.
151pid.
161pid.



chosen for several reasons:

1)

2)

The department, because of its designation in the
Kentucky State Constitution, sends out its own
releases, whereas other agencies sent their . -
releases out via the State Government News press
office. This state office sent packages to state
newspapers containing releases with information
on various state agencies. Thus, using Department
of Education releases avoided a possible variable
in using. releases mixed with other departments.

The issue of education was a statewide concern,
and moreover, one that was the focus of much
media attention in the administration of
Governer Marthalayne Collins and Superintendent
of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. The state-
wide focus of education also lessened instances
of using press releases focused on only one area
of Kentucky. Using Department of Highway releases,
for example, could have resulted in releases
concentrating on highway construction in only
one area of the state -- making that information
relevant only to the area in question.

The questions that were addressed in this study included:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

0)

How .many stories are generated by .each press
release?

How. many of these releases are reported verbatim,
or are partially, intermediately, mostly or
completely rewritten?

In releases that are not verbatim, how much of the
information in the news story.originates.from the
press release that generates it?

What are the differences in the handling of news
releases between dailies and non-dailies?

Are the publication of release-generated stories
related to geographic location or circulation
size of a newspaper?

What is the prominence:of these press release-
generated stories in the sampled newspapers
(i.e. -- front page, back page, middle pages)?

The study was a parallel of the Pennsylvania study cited
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above (Martin and Singletary, 1981), with the methodology

of both being approximately the same.

Method

All press releases from the state Department of
Education from September through December 1984 were
collected and compiled.17 There were a total of 98
releases generated by the department between September
and December, 1984; 38 were released in September,
28 in October, 18 in November and 14 in December. Only
press releases were used in this study. Those designated
as "media advisories,' which generally announce upcoming
events or meetings, were excluded from the study. Each
release was typed on 8% by 11 inch paper, which a Depart-
ment of Education flag at the top. No headlines accom-
panied the releases (see Appendix A for examples). There
were three releases mailed on Kentucky Educational
Foundation stationery, and one printed on Prichard
Committee for Academic Excellence stationery. (see.
releases 9-26, 10-5, 10-6 and 10-33, Appendix A).
However, these last four mentioned releases releases
were sent out from the Department of Education press

office, and were thus included in this study. The :-%..-

17Barbara McDaniel, Special Assistant for Public
Affairs in the department, provided assistance in
collecting the releases.
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criteria used in selecting the releases in this study %
will be further discussed in Chapter II.

Martin and Singletary made certain categories for
the auditor general press releases that were not used
with the Department of Education releases in this
study. One classification in the Martin/Singletary
study was .the releases' subjects, such as health or.
welfare audits, transportation audits or education

. 8 . s e . .
audlts.1 Subject clarification was not used in this
study because it appeared to have no significant value
in measuring how Kentucky newspapers used Department of
Education releases. Martin and Singletary alsoc used a
"positive'" and '"negative" classification in identifying
the news releases in the Pennsylvania study:

The positive category contained newspaper articles
that primarily praised the handling of state
funds. The negative category contained newspaper:
articles that primarily criticized the handling
of state funds. The positive-negative category
contained newspaper articles that gave approximately
equal emphasis to praise and -riticism of the
handling of state funds.19
"This classification was not used in the Kentucky study
because of the risk of introducing subjective logic

in trying to define just what constitutes a ''positive"

or '"'negative" release.

18Martin, "Newspaper Treatment," p} 94.

191pi4.
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The 98 releases in the Kentucky study were
compared with resulting news stories from a sample of
42 newspapers in Kentucky from September 1-through
December 31, 1984 -- seven dailies and 35 non-dailies,
representing the one to five ratio of 'all such newspapers
in the state (26 dailies to 133 non-dailies). The two
daily newspapers in Kentucky with statewide circulation,

the Lexington Herald-Leader and the Louisville Courier-

Journal, were automatically included in the study, con-
centrating on their statewide editions. One daily was
then chosen from each of the 15 marketing’'areas as.— _

ZO.FG; the

determined by the Kentucky Press Association.
purposes of this study, the KPA's Bluegrass Area was
divided into two sections because of its size (see Fig.
1, p. 10). Thus, a total of 13 daily newspapers were
randomly chosen by computer (three newspapers did not
have daily newspapers). This 1list was further pared down
to five newspapers chosen arbitrarily according to
region: two from Western Kentucky, two from Eastern
kentucky and one from Northern Kentucky. The dailies

chosen for the study also provided a good variety of

circulation, although the small number of dailies

ngeﬁtﬁcky Press Association, 1984 Newspaper

Yearbook and Directory (Frankfort, Ky: Kentucky Press
Association, 1984), pp. 35-69. )
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Figure 1. Kentucky Press Association
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in the study prevented drawing conclusions on how
circulation affected the dailies' use of the releases.
Even with the limited number, there seemed to be no
correlation between daily newspaper circulation and the
use of press releases in this study.

All 35 non-daily newspapers in this study were
randomly chosen by computer from the 16 established
areas mentioned above. In those areas were there were
no daily newspapers, three non-dailies were selected
instead of two. Nearly all of the non-dailies were
weeklies; there were also two that .were published three

times a week: Kentucky Standard, Bardstown; Appalachian

News-Express, Pikeville; and one published every two

weeks: Robertson County Review, My. Olivet.

Unlike the Martin/Singletary study, wire services
were not sampled for their use of press releases, . --
although it is noted in the accompanying charts in
Chapter III whether a release-generated story appeared
under a wire or staff byline (if it is indicated). This
was done to avoid duplications in the results. This study
concerns itself only with what appeared in the 42
Kentucky newspapers between September 1 and December 31,

1984.
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Scope

Chapter II will discuss the criteria used in/
choosing the news releases, stories and newspapers in
this "study. There will also be a review of key formulas
and definitions. Chapter III will review individual
charts showing how each newspaper used the Department of
Education releases. Chapter IV will discuss the results

and the conclusions of the study.



II. CRITERIA, FORMULAS AND DEFINITIONS

Criteria
News Releases

It has already been established in the introduction
that the news releases would originate only from the
Department of Education press office. Furthermore, they
would only be released between September 1 and December
31, 1984,

As shown on the accompanying chart (Fig. 2, p. 14),
the third criterion for a news release in this study was
that it be strictly a news release. '"Media advisories"
(clearly designated at the top of the news copy) did
not qualify as such. Media advisories are generally not
meant for publication but, as their title implies, they
merely "advise" the news media about a particular
upcoming meeting or event in order td receive coverage
for it. The news releases, for the most part, dealt with
events or meetings that already occurred or were in "o~
progress, although about 39 percent of the designated
news releases concerned such future events.

Thus, theﬁe established criteria prevented the
results of the study from being diluted by either

advisories or outside releases -- that is, releases

13
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Figure 2. Criteria for News Releases

14

Criteria

1) Releases
dated Sept. 1
to Dec. 31,
1984,

2) Release distri-—

buted only by
DOE press
office.

Release must
be designated
only as "news
release."

. « Which Excludes

1)

.2)

3)

August DOE releases
appearing in Septem—
ber newspapers.

a) . "Letters". from
desk of super-
intendent,

b) Prichard Committee
letters (but see
p. 7«

c) Education releases
by Gov. Collins'
office,

All DOE "media
advisories."

Justification

1)

2)

3)

Time Frame
limitation.

]

Eliminates
possible

use of out-
side releases,
which would
distort
results.

"Media ad-
visories"
are not
meant for
publication
(see p. 13).
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circulated by another department or committee other than
the Department of Education press office. This eliminated
"letters'" by Gov. Collins, Superintendent McDonald and
Prichard Committee Chairman Edward Prichard from being
recorded in this study -- letters which were for the most
part sent to the newspapers by the Prichard Committee
for Academic Excellence in promoting the statewide
November town meetings on education. A second criterion
barring the '"letters" from the study is discussed below
on ‘page 17 (Fig. 3).

As was noted above, only releases circulated
September 1 through December 31, 1984, were used in this
study. This eliminated August releases that were
printed in September newspapers. There is a chance that
some of the August releases were dated for September.
However, those releases (if there were any) were still
approved during August, making them invalid in the
limited time frame of this study. Furthermore, the first
three days of September fell on Labor Day weekend,
making it highly unlikely that any August releases were
dated for September. The October releases that were
dated for November only covered the first two days of
that month (see releases 10-27 through 10-31, Appendix
A). No releases for the last week of September, November

or December were dated for the following month.
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Story Criteria

Criteria for stories were also necessary in this
study to make certain the story did indeed originate
from a qualified release.

As shown oOn the criteria chart for stories (Fig.~
3, p. 17), only news stories were used in this study.
This excluded editorials, columns and letters to the
editor. However;, this did not automatically excélude
any stories appearing on the opinion pages. For example,
several_ verbatim stories were printed on the editorial

page of the September 18 Lincoln County Post of Stanford

(Western Bluegrass Area). This criterion was justified
by the study's concern with how newspapers deal‘with the
press release as a source:of news. Editorials, columns
and letters regarding an—issue reported by a release

may have relied on the release for information, or

could have used the initial news story, thus making the
opinion story second-generation -- another reason for
excluding it from the study. The story must be, without
doubt, generated initially by the release to be eligible
for inclusion in this study. Nonetheless, it should be
noted that no editorials, columns or letters to the
editor concerned any issue or event covered by the
releases.

Another criterion that insured a story originated



1)

2)

3)

4)

17

Figure 3. Criteria for Stories

Criteria

Only news
stories used.

Stories must
be dated
after release
date.

Stories must

be based only

on rélease, not
just education
issue in general.

Stories must be’

based on releases

dated Sépt.:1-—
Dec. 31, 1984.

. Which excludes

1)

2)

3)

4)

Justification

Editoridls, letters 1
to the editor, colums,
{however, several re-—

leases did appear con

editorial board).

Stories appearing T 2)

. same day as releases

supposedly generating
them., :

Education releases 3)
not originating from
releases.

Stories based on August 4)
releases appearing in
September newspapers.

a) Study
deals only
with how
newspapers
handle re-
leases as
source of
news

b) Opinion
writings
could lead
to duplica-
tion, and
rely on
stories, not
releases, for
opinion stance.

Story appearing
in newspaper
same day as
release date
indicates
reporter was
at event in
question,

and thus

did not re-
ly on release
for infor-
mation.

Study
measures
newspaper
use of
releases
only.

Time frame
limitation.
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from a release was examining the story's date and match-
ing 1t with the date of the release that supposedly
generated it. Although it might appear that a story
was generated by a particular release, a story with
the same date as the release indicates that the newspaper
or wire service had a reporter at the event in question.
Thus, it is highly unlikely that the reporter received his
or her information from a release when the story appeared
in the newspaper the same day the release was circulated.
These stories were therefore excluded from the study.

Another grouﬁ of stories were excluded from the
study .because they were not based on any releases
whatsoever, even though the stories might have dealt
with an education issue. These included stories about
the Department of Education's institution of a six-hour
school day, as well as the statewide town neetings on
education mentioned earlier. There were several:releases
concenring these two issues; however, the releases
reported them in the context of a regular state board
of education meeting (as in the board's ruling on
excluding extracurricular activities from the six-hour
school day -- see releases 9-37 and 11-28 in Appendix A)
or an.announcment.of an event that is part of the main
issue (aé in the orgaﬁizational session for the town

meetings on .education -- see releases 10-5 and 10-6 in



19

Appendix A). As was stated before, the news stories must
have been directly generated by a .release only. Second-
generation stories, an example of which is' found 'on page 20
(Fig. 4), are invalid under this criterion, even if the
story dealt with an event announced by a release. The
story must deal with the announcement alone -- not the
actual event, if it is not covered by the release.

As was discussed above, the time frame of the - ..
study excluded releases circulated in August from the

study, even if it appeared in a September newspaper.

-Newspaper Criteria

In choosing the 42 newspapers for this study,
it was necessary to allow every qualified newspaper °
in Kentucky to be chosen, since the total amount in the
study was about one-quarter of the total statewide sample.
However, two types of periodicals did not qualify as
newspapers -- these were trade journals and advertisers.
These two groups, unlike the newspapers in the study,
are not meant primarily for reporting general interest
news, but are mainly concerned with reporting business.
The periodicals excluded under this criterion included

Cow Trader, Columbia; Shopping News, Morehead; and the

Mt. Sterling Advocate Advertiser.

With the exception of the two statewide newspapers,
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Figure 4. Second-Generation Story

Kentucky Educational Foundation, Inc.

Source: Ruby Sexton
Contact: Jeanne Cawahare

P.O. Box 1303
rrankfort. Kentucky 40602 (5021364-4770

« STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROM

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Mov. 1, 1984} -~ Flags of Excellence will
socn be flying cver. 43 Kentucky schools selected for that honcr
by the Xentucky Educational Foundation.

* Principals of the winning schools, which were chosen on

the basis of achfevement test scores, high attandance and low
dropout rates, were hotified of the swards this week,

The principals, their superintendents and a student
representative from each of the winping schools have been tnvited
to & formal presentation at 10 a.a. Saturday, Mov. 10. in the
Capital rotunda. :

Other participants will Include Gav., Martha Layne Collims,
Superintendent of Public [nstruction Alice McDonald and bosrd
wembers of the Kentucky €ducational Foundotion, a private, non-profit
corporation formed to support and enrich the state’s educationa} system.

Bands of the winning high schools have been invited to
play during the ceremony. They include Male Traditional Kigh School
in Jefferson County, Highlands High Sehoal in the Fort Thomas Indepencent
Schoal District, Murray High Schoa)l fn the Murray Independent School
District and Mode] Laboratary Hign School at Eastern Kentucky University
in Richmond,

Foundatfon Chairman G. Ted Smith, senfor vice president
of Texas Gas Resources l:nr-p._ in Dwensboro, 3atd that neat year the
flag progran would include the swarding of Flags of Progress "to
schools striving to reach new levels of outstanding performance.”

He safd the foundation was sponsoring the Flags of
Excellance progrem in cooperation with the Kentucky Departrent of

fducation "o recognize schools that have schiaved certain levels

of quality.” WORE

—_— - . . _,.-.
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- nu Bml’ln, dnm af ‘the
PRANKFORT — Four Pt /. ¥iBlarms sabt thr PL. Thom
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i excelience by tha ¢iate .-
Education

ent and thy- stada; FTA presiien
private, non-profit Kantucky - mel{hln:;gmggn . '
~Ktadicc b

e . Next year the “Flags o

Highlandr High' aad Ex 1 program, which i.
dJohoson, Moyer and WoodfllL intencea ta highlight quality 1n
all slsmentary schools, were public schinly, will be expaodec
fiven: blue and yellow “Flags of (o includs “Flags of ngn:u
Extellencs™ Saturday to (ly a8 honoring tmpronog schools, &
ll‘l'llllml.l of thelr scademic qual-  state spoXeswomansatd. .

Y. .

‘ . Other schools bonored Ine
Tha schools were chosen on  etude: hlgh achoots, Make Tradl-

the basis of achievament Leat . Uonml . Murray; Rlehi-
ores, ailandances and aropout  mond Modsk Anchomge: and
778 . Jeflerson County Traditional
“TLhINK the overdll FICOEEs tn Easmentary schoclt, Anchors
our gchools I1s because of the age: Hager, Ashland; W.R
orerwhelming support of the  MeMNalll Howiing Oroen; Gann-

community and the outstend-

er, Boyd County; Boyle County

ing petsonnel,” Ft. Thomes  Primary: Fredona. Caldwel]
Sopermtendent Fred Willams  Coumiy; Belmont, Holkiay, MlY-
. brnntc lnﬂ H.nmmuma. all
ty; B ville
Asan le of ty nnﬂ Prov . CIACE County;
fupport. Dr. Willlatus maid thers  Richmend Model; W.T. Hanfroe.
are 800 to OO parent volunteers  Palrviaw: and Swoewall Flr-
n the school systam that serves elle County. .

1000 studanta. R
Alwg. nmmm Kl.n;-
Tha “Ylags of Excallancs™ spoiver. FT Knox: Happy Yalay,
pressntations wers ciade by - Olasgow: Hanemnlls, Audubon
stats Suparmntandsat of Public “Calter, Grea all
Inywucuon Altee McDonaldand  Brown Cpunty; Goleomith Lane,
Hite and Price, all JaOwrxn
County, Whits Hall, adtcn
Countcy. harpe, Murghatl Coun-
B 'Coxs Creek. Nebon Coanty;
“Oxbea, Cldham Qoonty; Sut-
Ton, Owensdaro;, PReipee Fine
BYY; BB ' ach,
I‘u':- m-— [ A
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This story, which appeared in
the November 12, 1984 Kentucky

Post, is an example of a second-

generation story, invalid in
this study. Note that the story
is reporting the event, not
announcing it beforehand as
Release 10-33.did.

0Z
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the remainder of the newspapers were chosen by computer
from each KPA marketing area as discussed in Chapter I.
Figure 5 on page 22 shows that each newspaper in an
area was listed alphabetically by city, then assigned
a number to be randomly chosen by computer.21 In a case
where one city had tweo or more newspapers, only one was
chosen. If the computer picked two newspapers in the same
city, the first one chosem was used and the computer was
reprogrammed to choose another random number. Thus, this
criteria prevented the results of the study from being

too confined to one section of an area.

Daily Newspapers

As was noted in the previous chapter, 13 daily
newspapers were initially chosen by computer, one from
each area that had them. This was conducted in the same
way as the non-dailies in regards to computer selection.
However, as was mentioned before, the 13,;elected news-
papers were reduced to five to bring a proper proportion
between dailies and non-dailies in the study, and to
allow for more time to conduct the study. The map on page 23
(Fig 6) shows the final seven dailies .(including the

two’ statew1de newspapers) represented a widespread sample

-

21S Greg Hopklns a May 1985 graduate of Morehead
State, assisted in the computer selection which was
conducted on his Commodore 640 home computer.
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Figure 5. Example of Computer Selection
Of Newspapers

1) Newspapers were listed:alpha- [. PURCHASE ARFA (non-dailies)
betically according to cityw.

2) Numbers were assigned to
each city according to 2) Benton (Marshall County
alphabetical order. Messenger)

3) Benton (Tribune—Courier)

4) Clinton
5) Hickman
i 6) Wickliffe
3) Computer programmed to . Numbers 1 and § were randomly
select two random numbers selcted by the Commodore 640
betwéen one and six. home computer. The Carlisle
County News of Bardwell and
4) Selected newspapers were Hickman Courier '(Fulton County)
incorporated into study. were thus incorporated into the
study.

This procedure was conducted

in all 16 areas as determined

by the Kentucky Press Association.
Three numbers were randcmly

in areas where there were no
dailies.

If numbers 2 and 3 from theé

list above had been chosen,

the first randamly-selected
number would have been used,

and the second newspaper from the
city would have been disqualified
fram the study. The camputer would
then have been reprogrammed to
randamly select another number.

Only one daily was similarly
chosen fram each area, if there
were any. They were then arbitra-
rily chosen from the computer-—
selected list.
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Fiqure 6. Map of Dailies

Lexington Herald-Leader,
. Fayette County, Eastern
Bluegrass Area, (2"
cir. 112,370 dally W
132,066 Sunday.

Louisville Courier—Journal, .
Jefferson County, Kentucki. (
Avea, cir. 201,658 daily, ™ .k )
332,823. A DN\~
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Murray Ledger and Times
Calloway County, Purchase
Area, cir. 7,680.

Bowling Green Daily News,

Area, cir. 20,082.
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Warren County, Barren River

Kentucky Post, Covington,

Kenton County, Northern
Kentucky Area, cir. 18,919
daily, 39,916 Sunday. .
Ashland Daily Independent,
Boyd County, Fiwvoc Area,
cir. 24,871 daily,

27, 07_8'.\5unday .
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Corbin Times-Tribune,
Whitely County, Cumberland
Valley Area, cir. 7,371.
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o% the state, with each major region being represented by
a daily. The circulation of each, as was mentioned before,
was also widely varied, although again it must be noted
that there were ﬁot enough dailies in the study to
determine if circulation had any affect on the use

of the releases.

Statewide Daily Newspapers

As was stated in the previous chapter, the

Louisville Courier-Journal (circulation 201,658 daily,

332,823 Sunday) and the Lexington Herald-Leader {(circulation

112,370 daily, 132,066 Sunday) were automatically chosen
because of their statewide circulation. Because of this,
only statewide editions of both newspapers were examined.
This excluded the city editions of both newspapers, and

the Indiana edition of the Courier-Journal. Both newspapers

" had early and late state editions, both of which were

examined in the case of the Courier-Journal. Because of

limited availability of the early editions for this
study, only the state final (late state) edition of

the Herald-Leader was examined. As will be shown later,

the press release-generated stories, in three of eight
cases, appeared in both the early and late editions

of the Courier-Journal, appearing in approximately the

same place in both editions,
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Formulas
The two basic formulas used in this study determined
quantitatively how much the sampled newspapers relied
on Department of Education releases for their information.
The first formula measured how much of a release was
used verbatim in a story, while the second measured the

amount of press release information found in a story.

Verbatim Percentage

The verbatim percentage is from the same story used
in the Martin/Singletary study: that is, the verbatim
percentage equals the number of verbatim sentences in
a story divided by the total sentences in the story.
Figure 7 on page 26 shows how this formula was used.

It must be noted here that "verbatim" was taken for its
dictionary definition -- that is, "word for word,"

with no variation from the release. Therefore, if a
sentence contained.different word from what appeared in
the release, it could not be counted as a verbatim
sentence,

It would be useful at this point to define what
constituted a '"sentence.” For the purposes of this study,
a sentence is defined as a group.of three or more words,
containing at least one noun or verb, that ends with a
period. A group of words ending in a semi-colon or colon

were considered only part of a larger sentence that z



Figure 7. Verbatim Percentage Example

" Faughn, Castleman henored at
Vocaticnal Education luncheon

Two local vocational educstion
instructers were honored at the
annual awsrds luncheon of the
Kentucky Department of Eduea-
tion’s Oifice of Vocational Education
at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, September
11, at the Capitai Plaza Hotel in
Franifort

Gail Faughn. instructor in the
Business and Office Department at
the Fulton County Area Vocational
Center was the nominee for “Qui-
standing Teacher” from Region One
and the Aute Mechanic Department
at the Centzr was the nominee for
“Qutstanding Program™ from Re-
gion One. Jerry Castleman is the
instructor ih the Auto Mechanica
Department. d

On hand to pay tribute (0 award-
winning stedents, teachers and
programs werz Superintendent of
Public Instruction Alice McDonald:
Wilburn Pratt, head of the Office of
Vocational Education; James Rat-
cliffe, chairman of the State Board
of Education: Charles Fusr, vice
chairman of the State Advisory
Council on Vocational Education:
and Jack Hatfield, the council's
executive director.

Awards were presented to the
outstanding teacher and student in

.

vocational education and the out-
standing aduit-level program. In
addition, &n individual. student,
handicapped student and two or-
ganizations were honored for special

achievernents or service to vocation-

ai education.
Nominations for all the awards

came from the state's 14 vocatjopa]

regions, and the winners were
selected by the State Advisory

Couneil on Voczational Education. All
cominees received certificates of
recognition &t the luncheon.

The winners, who were previous-
ly notified of their selection. in-
cluded Suzanne K. Wilson, who
teaches respiratory therapy at the
Madisonville Health OGecupations
Annex, oustanding teacher; and
Glenda Myatt, who is studying
dental assisting at the Bowling
Green State Vocational-Technical
School, gutstanding student.

The Secretary’s Award [or out-
standing aduit program, sponsored
by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. went to the commercial foods
program of Cammunity Hospital
Association and the Mercer County
Builders Associstion. for services in
support of wvocational education

programs.

+

Page 2

Suzanne K. Wilion, who teaches Tespiratory therapy at the Madisonville
Health Occypacions Annex, Teceived the award for outstancing tescher and was
3130 honored by the Mational Advizory Council on Vocational Education for
outstandirg service by an {ndividual to vocational educaticn.

The sward for curstanding student went to Glends Myatt, who iz
studying dental assisting it the Bowling Green State Yocatiosai-Technical
School.  Myart also received the national council's sward for cutstanding
Achievement by a student.

The commercial foods program of Eiizasethtown State Vocattional-Tecmnical
School was reccgnized as state winner of the Secretary's Award from the U.S.
Oevartrent ot Education. The gpregram, headed by Mary Frances Canton, s the
state's entry in corpetition for the maticnal Secratary's Mward.

The award for outstanding achieveceat by 2 handicapped Student war
presentad to Stechen Dale Flatt, & student ia diese]l mechanics at Somerset State
Yocationat-Tecnhnical Scheal. The award {3 sponsared by the Naticnal Advisory
Council on Vocaticnal Educatien. Flatt was also a firalist for cutstanding stucent,

In arotner recognition program spensored by the national council,
the Plreville Community Hospital Association and the Hercer County Buflders
Acsgefation were honored for their services in support of wacational education
prograns.

Mominations for all the swards caoe from the state's 14 wocational

regions, and the winners were selected by the Stare Advigory Council on Yocatfonal

Education. Certificates af recognition were ewarded to all nominees at the luncheqn.
E——

Other finalists for cutstanding teacner were Brenaa Faugnn. business
and office, Fultan County Area Vocatianal Educatian Center; Bettie R. Majori,
business ari orrice. Daviess County SVTS; Mary Elfrabeth Erwin, health services, *
Barren County AVEC; and Voodrow W. Wi11, industrial electricity, Elizanethtowm
SYTS.

Of the 10 sentences in the story at left,
one appears identical to a sentence on
page two of release 9-15. This gives the
story a 10% verbatim percentage.

97
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ended with a period (see Fig. 8, p. 28). In measuring
the verbatimness of a story, it was also necessary to
indicate on a scale how much of the story was rewritten,
if at all. Thus, another measurement, based on a second’
Martin/Singlétary formula, was used to indicate whether
a story was partially, intermediately, mostly or
completely rewritten. As shown on page 29 (Fig. 9),
however, the scale used by Martin 'dnd Singletary was
readjusted for this-study. The scale used provides a more
accuarte indication of how much a story was rewritten.
Thus, if a 10-sentence story contained two verbatim
sentences, the verbatim percentage of the story would be
20 percent. On the scale, this would be calculated to be
a major rewrite, since only 20 percent of the story was

verabtim from a given release.

Paraphrase Pércentage

The verbatim percentage formula gave an accurate
measurement of how much a press release-generated story
used information verbatim.from the release. However, as
the study progressed, it was noted that the verbatim
percentage alone did not give a totally accurate
picture of how much a story might rely on a press release
for information in general. The verbatim percentage
gives a rigid standard for sentences -- that is, to be

considered verbatim, the sentence had to be word for
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Figure 8. Example of Sentence

This story was generated by
release 9-26.

School grants okayed

FRANI{FORT Ky. (AP) The Kentucky
Educatlonal Foundation has approved eight
education ogoro]ects but must now find more
than $300,000 to pay for them. . . -

The foundatlon is a. quam-govemrnental

< agency formed to sohclt pnvate money for use
meducatlolodpro ects.-

The boa ich met Tuesday, approved
the followmg projects: - —

* $36,250 for the Commonwealth Instxtute for
Teachers.

- $84,500 for the Commonwealth Instltute for

. Instructional Leaders,-a training seminar for

“elementary and’ secondary school prmcxpals.

&nd instructional leaders. -

*$7,90 for Project SECURE to- tram.'

leaders of town ‘meetings organized ‘by “the-

--Prichard Comm1ttee or cademlc Et--

wcellence. -~
FT e 848 500 to aid the formatlon of partnershlps
" between schools and businesses. . - -
« $15,910 for the Teacher Recogmtlon Pro-
gram.
« $40,000 for recruiting and trammg
~volunteers to assist teachers in districts where
*-reading levels are below national norms. =+ =~
-« $22 500 for the Olymplcs of the Mind- com—
+ petition.
-+ §3.500 to $7,000 for a program {o award
**flags to school that meet certam standards of
“"achievement.. 4", %

This is an example
of a basic sentence,
as defined on pp.
25, 27.(byline excluded).

This sentence does
not end at the
colon, but at the
period. Overall,
there are 10
sentences in this

example.
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Figure 9. Rewrite Scale

. Verbatim . Verbatim The scale on the
—  — far left was v
developed and used

Minor rewrite in the Martin and
90-99% verbatim Singletary study.
Partial rewrite The second scale is a
76-99% verbatim readjustment’ of. the
Martin/Singletary
scale, and was used
in.this study.
Intermediate Intermediate
rewrite rewrite

11-89% verbatim 25~75% verbatim

Major rewrite
1-24% verbatim

Major rewrite
1-9% verbatim

Rewritten - Rewritten
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word from the release, with no word change whatsoever.
But it was found that some of the stories, while not
verbatim, were mere rewrites of the press release, giving
no information other than what the release provided.
Thus, a story could be totally rewritten using the
verbatim percentage formula -- and yet be soley based on
the release for information, with no additional facts
provided. It was therefore necessary to form a second
formula that would measure how much a story was based on
a given release.

The paraphrase percentage formula was thus formed
and incorporated into the study. As shown in figure 10
on page 31, the paraphrase percentage, similar to the
verbatim percentage formula in struture, is the number of
sentences containing information from the original
release divided by the total number of sentences in
the story. Thus, a verbatim story and a rewritten one
could both have a paraphrase percentage of 100 percent
-- the key is not whether the sentence is word for word
from the release, but whether the sentence contains
information the comes from the release.

Of course, it first must be established that the
story in question originated from the release -- this
would be done through the criteria mentioned earlier.

Therefore, a paraphrase percentage will always be greater
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Figure 10. Paraphrase Percentage Example

XeF 9 - 14,

Kentucky Educatlonal Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Bax 1403
Frankfort Kentucky 40602 (302)564-4770  Source: Fran Salyers

Contact: Jeanne Dawahare

STATEWIDE ARD PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 19, 1984) -- The Xentucky Educationsl
Foundatfon has approved eight projects designed to improve i
public education in the state and will now turn to the private
sector for the $308,660 needed to finance those projects.

At its meeting {n Frankfort on Tuesday (Sept. 1B), the
organizatfon alse commended the Internatignal Business Hachines
Corp. for 1ts donation of 10 persocnal computers, software and
technical trafning to be used by the Department of Education
to instruct teschers on the use of computers in the classroom.

1BM spokesman Jio Jackson, who announced the denation,
sald the equipment would be incorporated into a mobile computer
center that could be used throughout the state. The hardware
and software total nbout $25,000 in value, he said,

The company also will offer corputer trainfng to two
Department of tducation steff people at an IBM training center
tn Atlanta and will provide a consultant to work with teachers
in the state.

The foundation earlier received a $25,000 donation from
the Ashland 01 Foundation that was used to finance the first
Cotromwealth Institute for Teachers. Forty outstanding Kentucky
teachers took part in the weeklong institute in June and will

return for a follow-up weekend next month.

«nore=

School grants okayed

FRAN}CE‘OR‘I' Ky. (AP) The Kentucky
l Educational Foundation has approved eight
-education n&m]ect_ butmust now find more

j.hanmo topay for them. R —
The foundation .is a quasi-governmental
= agency formed to solieit pnvate money for use

- meuucahun
boardgr:'i-uch met’ Tuesday. apprnved
ﬁ}efouomgpm]ectS' T

« $86.230 for the Commonwealth Instmrte for
Teachers. - .
-« $84 500 for the Commonwealth Instxtute fur
Instmcuonal Leaders, a training seminar for

f elementary and secondary schml prmmpals
«and instructional leaders. ~ - Tea

' $7,500 for Project SECURE to-train.

leaders of town meetin s o amzed ‘by ‘the:
--Prichard Com.tmttee cauemxc Ex—-
weellence, -7 - .
I e g4l 500toa1d the fcrmatmn of partnershlps
between schools and businesses, .
¢ £15.210 for the Teacher Recogmtmn Pro-

«$40,000 for recruiting and trammg
'voiunt,eers to assist teachersin distriets where
*reading levels are below national norms. : =~

T $22.500 for the Olympics of the Mind eom—

# petition.’ .

r— = $3,500 to $7,000 for a program to award
*flags to school that meet certam standards of
Fachievement. =<7, . &

The bracketed sentence in the
story above was the only infor-
mation not in the release at

left. Since nine of the sentences
were paraphrased fram the release,
the paraphrase pecentage is 20%.

1€
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than zero, and will be greater than or equal to, but never
less than, the verbatim percentage of the same story (for
examples, see charts in Chapter III).

Thus, the verbatim and paraphrase measurements used
together gave a clearer assessment as to how much .-
newspapers relied on the state press releases. Measuring
the number of stories written verbatim for the releases
gave a good face value measurement of how the newspapers
handled the releases. In addition, the paraphrase percen-
tage measurement gave an in-depth indication of how
much a newspaper relied on releases for its information

in writing a given story.

Verbatim/Paraphrase Rates

It is necessary at this point in the study to
review another aspect of showing how newspapers treated
Department of Education releases -- that is, reflecting
the overall trends found during this study.

Two operational definitions were used in drawing
an overall picture of press release use: the verbatim
rate and the toatl paraphrase rate. The verbatim rate,
as in the Martin/Singletary study, measured how many
stories were written "word for word" from the original
release: that is, the verbatim rate equals the number
of verbatim stories divided by the total number of press

release-generated stories. This measurement was used
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for individual newspapers, newspaper groups (dailies, non-
dailies) and newspapers overall.

The total paraphrase rate is similar to the
verbatim rate, except that the number of stories with
a 100 percent paraphrase percentage is measured. Using
both these rates to measure the occurrence of such stories
gave ‘an overall picture of how much Kentucky newspapers
relied on the state press releases. Of course, the other
statistics pertaining to this area (such as the number
of rewritten stories, for example) wére also examined.

The charts in Chapter III show the results for
each newspaper regarding the verbatim and total paraphrase
rates for each newspaper. The final statistics for these

measurements will be discussed in Chapter IV.

Individual Charts
In Chapter III there are a set of 29 charts, each
recording statistics on how each newspaper in this
study used Department of Education releases. The
charts contain the following information:

1) The date of the issue where the stories appeared;

2) The identification number of the release as it
appears in the upper right hand cormer of the
release (for examples, see Appendix A);

3) The circulation target of the release, or
"heam.'" This will be discussed below;

4) The page the story.is located omn, or ''placement,”
which will also be discussed below;

5) The verbatim percentage of the story; and

6) The paraphrase percentage of the story.



34

In addition, the verbatim and paraphrase rates of each
newspaper appears at the bottom of each chart.

The "beam" of the press release, as shown at
the upper lefthand corner of the release copy under the
release flag (see Appendix A), shows which media the -
release is distributed to. The term "beam'" was borrowed
from shortwave radio jargon. It is used to describe
what area of the world and international broadcast is
targeted at.-- for example, a British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) broadcast might be 'beamed" to
audiences in North America, Africa or Asia. In the context
of this study, the Department of Education releases
were '"'beamed" at either press row, statewide, or specific
local media. Press row refers to the media correspondents
stationed in Frankfort, including the two wire services
and the two state newspapers. A statewide beam is a mail-
ing to all newspapers in the state -- as will be shown
later, this is where the non-dailies received virtually
all of théir releases. Several releases were beamed at
specific localities for Department of Education events
such as in Murray and Ashland. About 43 perecnt of the
releases were beamed at both press row and statewide.
Next to the beam on the chart is an indicator of the
writer of the release-generated story -- whether it was

wire service of staff byline, if indicated in the story.
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The placement of the story, or which page and/or
section it appeared on, suggests what importance the
newspaper editors gave the story. ‘However, attempting
to formulate a measurement for story placement would
have resulted in a biased judgement of which pages were
more advantageous or prominent..For example, there might
be an uncertainty whether a story would be read. by mare
people inside the first section of a newspaper, or on the
front or back page of the second section. Discussion of
this aspect of the research, therefore, will only be in
general terms.

In listing the charts in the following-section,
the dailies were listed alphabetically according to
the city they were located in. The non-dailies, which
were subdivided into weeklies and other non-dailies,
were listed alphabetically according to the newspaper's

title.



III. ANALYSIS OF DATA

Dailies

Chart I: Ashland Daily Independent

The Ashland Daily Independent has a circulation

of 24,871 daily, 27,078 Sunday. The newspaper is located
in Boyd County in the Fivco Area, as determined by the
Kentucky Press Association (KPA) marketing areas (see

Fig. 1, p. 10). There are 10 stories listed on this chart,
the most release-generated stories used by a daily in

this study (The Lexington Herald-Leader also used 10

release-generated stories). The chart also shows one
of two instances in the study that one release generated
two separate stories, the other instance also appearing

in the Herald-Leader (see p. 42). Release 9-6 generated

two stories about the Department of Education's

School Effectiveness Program; both.stories were total
rewrites of the original release:and were low in para-
phrased information. These two stories, as in two other
instances shown on the ' chart, appeared under a special
designated section for "Schools;" anotﬁer story appeared
on the front of the designated '"Local" section of the

newspaper (December 4, release 11-27).

36
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Chart I: Ashland Daily Independent

ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRBTM. % PRPHRS. %
9/9 9-6/S,P (BY) 48/64% 0 10.81
(By) 48/64* 0 5.26
9/10 9-1/P (AP) 3/8 0 33.33
9/21 9-26/S,P (AP) 5/20 0 90
10/28 10-26/P, Local 54/72% 0 20
(By)
11/9 11-1/8,P (AP) 6/24 0 100
11/17 11-9/s,P (AP) 3/14 4.35 95.65
11/18 11-12/s,P (AP) 27/68 0 100
12/4 11-27/S (By) 13/32 0 15.38
12/9 11-25/5 (By) 48/72+ 0 2.27
Verbatim rate: 0%

Total -paraphrase
rate: 20%

* — These stories appeared under the designated "School" section of
the Daily Independent.
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As shown on the chart, one of the stories was
a major rewrité, since part of the story was verbatim
from the original 11-9 release. Half of the stories were
under an AP byline, one of which was the major rewrite.
All of the staff bylined stories had very low paraphrase
percentages, ranging from 2.27 to 20 percent. The

chart shows that the Daily Independent had the lowest

total paraphrase rate at 20 percent.

This chart also showed one of three instances’
that a release beamed at a specific locality is used.
The 10-26 release about Gov. Martha Layne Collins' visit
to Ashland schools was totally rewritten and paraphrased
20 percent from the release.-- contrasting with the
two releases beamed at the Murray media that were used

verbatim by the Murray.Ledger:and Times.(see p. 47).

Two of the four releases that resulted in staff bylined
stories were beamed statewide only; the other two were

beamed statewide and at press row.
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Chart II: Bowling Green Daily News

The Bowling Green Daily News (circulation 24,871

daily, 27,078 Sunday, Warren County, Barren River Area)
used three release-generated stories. There was no
identification on the one story that was totally para=
phrased (release 9-16); the story génerated:by.release-
10-33 was 18,18 percent paraphrased. The story generated
by release 12-4 had a paraphrase percentage of 87.5 .rc
percent.and appeared:under an-AP:byline. All three
stories were totally rewritten from the original
releases.

In general, the prominence of the stories were

fair, all appearing the the first section.
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Chart III: Corbin Times-Tribune

The Corbin Times-Tribune (circulation 7,371,

Whitley County, Cumberland Valley Area) used five
release-generated stories. All of the stories, under an
AP byline, had a high paraphrase percentage (théllowést
being 80 percent), with two being totally paraphrased.
Cne of the stories (generated by release 11-9), had a
4.35 verbatim-percentage, a major rewrite. The remainer
were totally rewritten.

Most of the stories had fairly high prominence,
being placed on the second page of the first section;
one appeared on the second page of section B. This
newspaper was the only daily in the study not to use
release-generated stories in the first two months of the
study. All but one of the releases appeared in

November.
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Chart IV:-cKentucky .Postv(Covington)

The Kentucky Post of Covington (circulation 46,106,

Kenton County, Northern Kentucky Area) used two release-
generated-stories--- .the!least  among .the.dailies?in this
study. Both stories were from wire.services. (one AP and
one UPI) with one totally paraphrased from the original
release. The two stories appeared in September and ..:..
December. This is the only daily were there were no
November stories -- unusual among the dailies, although
no conclusions can be drawn from the small amount of
daily newspapers sampled. The releases used were both
beamed statewide and at press row.

It should be noted that the Post is published by

- - . L
R S S T

the Cincinnati Post, which could have accounted for the

low use of the press-release generated stories. Both

stories were totally rewritten.
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Chart V: Lexington Herald-Leader

The chart for the Lexington Herald-Leader

(circulation 112,370 daily, 132,066 Sunday, Fayette
County, Eastern Bluegrass Area) concentrated on the
state final editioncof the newspaper, the only edition

readily available for this study. The Herald-Leader

had 10 release-generated stories.

It should be noted that this_chart:-shows the
second instance that one release generated two separate
stories. Release 10-13, which was beamed at press row,
was used to-generate two separate stories in two

separate editions (unlike in the Daily Independent,

where two stories generated by the same release appeared
on the same page). Although it could be questioned whether
the second story was based on the first story instead of
the original release, the October 18 story nonetheless
paraphrased 42.86 percent of the information in the
release (the first story was a total paraphrase). It:- - =
was on this basis, as well as the first story's uncertain
origin (see p. 43), that the October 18 story was

included.in..the study.- .-.o.:2. .1
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Chart V: Lexington Herald-Ieader

ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT .. VRBIM.3  PRPHRS.%
9/20 9-28/S,P (By) (B)2/12 (48) 0 24
9/30 9-32/S,P (AP) (B)2/10 (90) 0 100
10/13 10-13/p* (B)2/8 (42) 0 100
10/18 10-13/P {by) (B)1,2.12 (50) 0 42,86
11/5 10-29/S,P (By) {C)1/12 (36) 20 60
11/6 10-33/S,P (&P) (B)2/8 (32) 0 75
11/16 11-12/8,P (By) (BY1/12 (70) 3.7 44.44

10-31/s (P) (B)2/12 (70) 50 100
11/17 11-9/S,P (AP) (BY1/8 (40) 0 82.61
12/7 12-7/p (By) 1/18 (58) 0 15.38
Verbatim rate: 0%

Total paraphrase
rate: 33.33%

* — Appeared under "Kentucky briefly" section of Herald-Leader
which relies on staff and wire reports. Origin of story
is uncertain.
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Six. of the stories originated from releases
beamed at press row and statewide; three were beamed
at press row and one statewide. Five of the storiess
were under a staff byline; four were under AP bylines,
and one was uncertain. All but one of the release-
generated stories appeared in the state section of the

Herald-Leader; one story, concerning the announcement

of a special Board of Education meeting to deal with the
Clinton County sEhool district (release 12-7), was placed
on page one of the December 7 issue of the newspaper.
This was one of only two instances where a daily placed

a release-generated story on the front page; the other

instance occurred in the Murray Ledger and Times.

The front page story was 2.56 percent verbatim from the
original releases and 15.38 percent paraphrased. The
remainder of the stories appeared in the state section
of the newspaper; three stories appeared on page one of
either section B or C, two of which had staff bylines.
Six of the 10 stories were totally rewritten;
three were major rewrites and one was intermediately
rewritten. Three of the stories were totally paraphrased;
two of these were under an AP byline. The December 7
front page story had the lowest paraphrase percentage;

the remainder ranged from 24 to 82.61 percent,
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Chart VI: Louisville Courier-Journal

This chart on the Louisville Courier-Journal

(circulation 201,658 daily, Jefférson County, Kentuckiana

Area) included the Sunday Courier-Journal and Times

(circulation 332,823). As in the case of the Lexington

Herald-Leader, only the statewide editions were studied,

which conssisted of an early and late Kentucky edition
during the week.and one Kentucky edition on Sunday.

This chart is unique in that it records release-generated
stories in both editions of an issue. This-was the only
newspaper in the study that-this was necessary to do.

In the final calculations, however, the two editions of

an issue were counted as one issue. T



Chart VI: Iouisville Courier—-Journal

ISSUE ID/BEAM

9/9 9-1/P (By)
9/21 9-26/8,P (AP)
9/30 9-32/P (AP)
10/13 10-13/P (&P}
11/6 10-33/s,P (aP)
11/9 11-1/s,P (AP)
11/16 11-12/8,P (AP)
12/7 12-7/P (By)
Verbatim rate: =~ 0%

Total paraphrase

rate: 50%

EE- —— Early Edition

IK —- Late Kentucky Edition
K =- Kentucky Edition {Sunday)

46

PLCMNT. VRBTM. %

(B)1/9 (162) K

(B)4/10 (64) IK
(B)3/10 (64) EE

(B)5/16 (182) K
(B)4/12 (26) IK
(B)4/8 (40) EE
(B}4/8 (86) K

(B)3/14 (60) IK
(B)3/14 (60} EE

(€)1,2/10 (78)IK
(B}1,4/10 (24)EE

PRPHRS. %
0 25
0 90
0 90
0 100
0 100
0 =75
0 100
0 100
0 100
0 23.33
0 23.33
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As shown on the chart, all eight release-generated
stories were totally rewritten from the original release.
Half of the releases were beamed only to press row, while
the other "four weré beamed.to both press row and state-
wide. Six of the stories were credited to AP, while two
were under staff bylines. Four of the six AP stories were
totally paraphrased from the original releases -- the
other two were 75 and 90 percent paraphrased. The two
stories with staff bylines were 23.33 and 25 percent
paraphrased. In all instances, the stories appeared in
the state section of the newspaper (which in almost all
cases was section B). Only the staff bylined stories

appeared on page one of the state section.
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Chart=-VIIi Murray.Ledger and Times

The Murray Ledger and Times (circulation 7,680,

Calloway County, Purchase Area) had no releases in October
among the six release-generated stories it published.

Two of the stories, both of which were used verbatinm

from the original releases, were beamed directly to the
Murray media. The 11-16 release- announcéd a state-

Board of Education meeting at Murray High School; the
12-12 release dealt with Murray Elementary School being-.
awarded a "Flag of Excellence" from the Kentucky
Educational Foundation.’

The Ledger and Times.had the highest verbatim and

total paraphrase rates among the dailies, (33.33 percent
verbatim rate, 66.67 percent total paraphrase rate).
The two stories that were not totally paraphrased (from
releases 10-33 and 12-4) had paraphrase percentages

of 80 and 88.89 percent. The Ledger and Times was the

only daily newspaper in the study to use verbatim
stories; one of these, generated by release 11-16, was
placed on the front page. Both verbatim stories were,

in fact, given very high prominence (the other verbatim
release appearing on page two), most likely because of
the local beam of the releases.generating them. Both were

beamed to the Murray media.
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Non-Dailies: Weeklies

Chart VIII: Bath County News-Outlook

The Bath County News-Outlook of Owingsville

(circulation 2,946, Gateway Area) used two-release-
generated- Stories. This newspaper showed one of several
instances where two releases generated one story.
Releases 9-17a and 9-18 were used for a page one

story which was totally rewritten and 30 percent
paraphrased from the two releases.combined. "The other "o
story, which appeared in the November 22 issue, was
intermediately rewritten (33.33 percent verbatim)

and totally paraphrased from the 11-12 release. All three
releases were beamed statewide, with two also beamed to

PTreEss TOW.
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Chart IX: Cynthiana Democrat

The Cynthiana Democrat (circulation 5,409,

Harrison County, Eastern Bluegrass Area) used four
release-generated stories in the September 27 and
December 27 issues. Three stories appeared in the September
27 issue; of these, the release generated by release
9-27a was partially rewritten (88 percent verbatim). The
remaining stories were reported from the original releases,
and all of the releases used were totally paraphrased.
The stories generated by releases 9-27a and 9-25 in the
September 27 issue received fairly high prominence, being
placed on pages two and three.

All of the releases were beamed statewide, with

three of the releases also.beamed to press row.
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Chart X: Dawson Springs Progress

The Dawson Springs Progress (circulation 3,429,

Hopkins County, Pennyrile Area) used 12 release-generated
stories, the highest number among the weeklies and

second highest among the non-dailies. (The Martin Countian

and Mt. Sterling Advocate also used 12 such stories).

All of the releases were beamed statewide, with seven of
them also beamed at press row. Several release-generated
stories were placed on the front page of tﬁe second
section of the September 20 issue; one was verbatim
from the original release, and one was intermediately
rewritten (55.56 percent verbatim). The other intermediate
rewrite appeared in the October 4 issue (50 percent
verbatim};:all of the other stories were verbatim from
the original releases). All stories were totally para-
phrased from the releases used.

This chart shows the only instance where the
releases were used over an even spread throughout the
time frame period, with three release-generated stories

appearing each month.



ISSUE

9/20

9/27
10/4
10/11
10/18
11/15

11/29
12/6

12/13

Verbatim rate:

Chart X:
ID/BEAM

9-18/P,S
9-15/8,P

9-17a/s
9-16/S,P
9-28/8,P
10-1/S

10-29/S,P
10-13a/8

11-12/s,P

11-28/8
11-25/8

11-26/8,P

.83.33%

Total paraphrase

rate:

100%
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Dawson Springs Progress

PLCMNT.

(B}1/10 (18)
(B)1/10 (18)

(8)3/10 (18)

4/8 (18)
(B)6/10 (18)
7/10 (20)

6/10 (20)
(B)3/10 (20)

(B)3/10 (18)

(B)5/12 (20)
(B)8/12 (20)

(B)3/12 (20)

VRBTM. 3 PRPHRS. %
100 100
55.56 100
100 100
50 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100.
100 100
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The Hart County News of Munfordville (circulation

3,376, Barren River Area) used two release-generated
stories in the October 11 and December 13 issues. Both
stories were written verbatim from the original
release, and none had any high prominence in the news-o-
paper.

The 10-1 and 12-2 releases that the stories were
based on were both beamed statewide, with the 12-2

releases also beamed to press row.
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Chart XII: Hickman Courier

The four release-generated stories that appeared

in the Hickman Courier (circulation 2,233, Fulton County,

Purchase Area) were used in three issues: September 13,
20 and November 8. The two stories generated by the 9-15
and 9-17a releases received high prominence in the news-
paper, -being.placed-on page one and page three, re- .
spectivly. Three of the stories were reported verbatim
(including the 9-17a story that appeared on page one),
and all were totally paraphrased from the releases. All
four releases used were beamed statewide, with two also
beamed at press row. The last two releases used by the

Hickman Courier were used in the November 8 issue.
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Chart XIII: Jackson County Sun

The Jackson County Sun of McKee (circulation

2,605, Cumberland Valley Area) used one ‘release-genera-
ted story, in its December 6 issue. The story was
totally rewritten and had a paraphrase percentage of
5.26 percent, the lowest among the non-dailies. The
story appeared on the front page. The 11-27:release that

generated the story was beamed statewide.
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Chart XIV: Journal-Enquirer

All six releases used in the Journal:Enquirer

of Grayson (circulation 2,679, Carter County, Fivco

Area) were used in the September 25 and November 6 issues,
with five appearing in the latter issue. Three of the
stories, in fact, appearéd on the same page.(page 11)< -
0Of these, the story generated by release 10-32 was the
only story that was not verbatim, being partially re-
written (88 percent Yerbatim). All pf the stories.were
£6£éi1y pafﬁph%ggéa fiéh éh; o;iginél releases. All of the
releases used were beamed statewide, with five of them
also beamed to press row.

As will be discussed below, the statistics of the

Journal-Enquirer were identical to the Olive Hill Times,

both of which are owned by Kentucky Publishing Company.
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Chart XV: Kenton County Recorder

The Kenton County Recorder of Edgewood (circula-

tion 4,932, Northern Kentucky Area) used only one
released generated story, which was totally rewritten -
and 11.76 percent paraphrased from the original 9-15 .
release. The story had one of the lowest paraphrase
percentages among the non-dailies. The 9-15 release was

beamed statewide and to press row.

Y
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Chart XVI: Lincoln County Post/
Interior-Journal

These two Stanford newspapers, which were combined
on October 23, 1984 .after a change of ownership, used
two release-generated stories in the September 18
issue of the Post (circulation 3,233, Western Bluegrass
Area). No other release-generated stories appeared in

the Lincoln County Post through October 23 or in the

Interior-Journal after that date. Both release-generated

stories appeared &erbatim on page two, the editorial
page of the newspaper. The stories were not used as
part of an editorial,.column or letter to the editor.
The prominence of the stories would be considered '
high because of the page number and the page heading they
appeared under.

The two releases that generated the stories, 9-19
and 9-17a, were beamed statewide, with 9-19 also beamed

it press row.
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Chart XVII: The Martin Countian

The Martin Countian of Inez (circulation 3,888,

Gateway Area) used 12 release-generated stories (as did

the Dawson Springs Progress and Mt. Sterling Advocate),

the most used by a weekly and the second-highest amount
used by a non-daily. Half of the release-generated
stories appeared in September, and none of the stories
were given any high prominence in general. All the
releases used were beamed statewide, with nine also
beamed at press row.

As shown on the chart, all the stories appeared
verbatim from their original releases -- the highest
verbatim rate for newspapers using five or more release-

generated stories in this study.



ISSUE

9/12

9/19

9/26

10/3

11/7

12/12

12/26

Verbatim rate:

Chart XVII:

ID/BEAM

9-7/5
9-6/S,P

9-5/8,P

9-27a/s

9-32/S,P
10-31/S
10-33/s,P
10-29/s,P
12-2/8S,P

12-13/s,P

100%

Total paraphrase

rate:

100%
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Martin Countian

PLCMNT.

12/20
15/20

7/18
3/18

14/26
14/26

5/22

12/18
13/18
14/18
18/20

9/14

VRBTM. % PRPHRS.3
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
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Chart XVIII: Mt..Sterling Advocate

The Mt. Sterling Advocate (circulation 5,686,

Montgomery County, Gateway Area) is the third weekly in
this study that used 12 release:generated stories.

Seven of the 12 appeared in the November 8 and December
6 issues. Eleven of the stories appeared verbatim from =
the original releases. None seemed to have any high pro-
minence. These 11 verbatim stories were based on re-

leases that were beamed statewide; five of these were

alsoc beamed to press row.



ISSUE

9/20
9/27
10/11
10/25
11/8

12/6

12/13

Verbatim rate:

Chart XVIIT:
1D/BEAM
9-14/Local*
9-28/S,P
10-1/s
10-13a/s
10-32/s,P
10-29/8,P
10-31/s
11-25/8
11-28/s
11-27/s
11-26/S,P

12-3/8,P

91.67%

Total paraphrase

rate:

91.67%
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Mount Sterling Adwvocate

PLCMNT.
6/12 (34)
6/10 (42)
4/12 (34)
8/12 (40)
4/14 (34)
8/14 (34)
11/14 (34)
4/14 (42)
5/14 (42)
5/14 (42)
11/14 (42)

13/14 (42)

VRBTM. % PRPHRS. %
0 26.66
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100

* -— Release was designed to allow local information to be written
into the text (fill-in blanks).
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The one story that was rewritten was generated
by release 9-14. This release, which was beamed to
school districts participating in the:Training for
Literacy Coordinators program, was unique in that it
was designed for newspapers to f£ill in certain blanks
of the release with "local" information (see Appendix
A). in the strictest sense of the definitions of this
study, the release could neither be used verbatim nor
totally paraphrased. However, the resulting story used
no information verbatim from the release, and paraphrased
only 26.67 percent.of 'it. In short, the newspaper writer
did not follow the basic format: -followed by the 9-14
release. It should be noted that the release encouraged
the newspapers to obtain additional information.from the

local literacy coordinator -- this was evidently done

in the case of the Mt. Sterling Advocatex
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Chart XIX: The News-Democrat

The News-Democrat of Russellville (circulation

6,658, Logan County, Barren River Area) used four
release-generated stories in October, November and
December. Three of the stories were reported verbatim
while the story generated by the 11-12 release was a
major rewrite (5.66 verbatim percentage, the second lowest
among the non-dailies) and was 50.94 percent paraphrased
from the original release. Thi$ same story had fairly
high prominence, being placed on page oné of section B.
All of the feleases were beamed statewide, with

three of them also beamed to press row.
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Chart :XX:: 01ive Hill Tines

The 0live Hill Times (circulation 2,457, Carter

County, Fivco Area), as mentioned before, reflected
identical statistics as.-thoserof the Grayson Journal-
Enquirer (see p. 56). This is because the two newspapers
originate from the Kentucky Publishing Company in Morehead,
Ky. In fact, the only difference between the two news-
papers is the first and second page of the first two
sections of both newspapers. However; because they are
circulated in two different cities; they are considered

two separate newspapers in this studyl

As in the Journal-Enquirer, the verbatim rate of

the O0live Hill Times was 83.33 percent, the total

paraphrase:.rate 100 percent.
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Chart XXI: The News-Herald

The News-Herald of Owenton (circulation 3,358,

Owen County, Northern Kentucky Area) used only one
release-generated story, which appeared on page two
of the September 27 issue. The story, generated by
release 9-28, was written:verbatim from the release.

The release was beamed statewide and to press row.
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Chart XXII: Paintsville Herald

The Paintsville Herald (circulation 5,845,

Johnson County, Big Sandy Area) used seven release=. :
generated stories in five issues from September through
November; there were no such stories in the December - ==
issues. All but one of the releases were reported
verbatim; the other that was totally rewritten (9-16)
appeared on page one of the September 19 issue. All
of the stories were totally paraphrased from the original
releases.

All of the releases used were beamed statewide, -

with four of them also beamed to press row.
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Chart XXIII: Record-Herald

The Greensburg Record-Herald (circulation 4,402,

Green County, Lake Cumberland Area) used eight release-
generated stories, six of which were used in September
and December. Six of the stories were verbatim from the
original releases, with one generated by release 9-28
being a major rewrite (5.81 percent verbatim), and
another, generated by release 11-9, being an intermediate
rewrite (59.09 percent verbatim). All but the 11-9
story were totally paraphrased from the original releases.
The 11-9 story was placed on page one of the November
29 issue.

All of the releases were beamed statewide, with

three of them also beamed to press row.



ISSUE

9/20

9/27

10/11
11/29
12/6

12/13

Verbatim rate:
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Chart XXIII:
ID/BEAM
9-17a/s

9-28/S,P
9-27a/s

10-1/s
11-9/s,P

11-26/S,P
11-27/8

12-1/8

75%

Total paraphrase

rate:

87.5%

Record-Herald

PLCVNT.

13/28

7/20 (32)
17/20 (32)

9/16
1,18/24 (34)

14/20 (32)
(B)12/12 (32)

9/20 (32)

.

VRBIM.%  PRPHRS.%
100 100
5.1 100
100 100
100 100
59.09 68.18
100 100
100 100
100 100
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Chart XXIV: Russell County News

The Russell County News of Jamestown (circulation

2,445, Lake Cumberland Area) used four release-generated
stories in two September and one December issue of
the newspaper. The three stories used in the September
11 and 25 issues had fairly high prominence, appearing
on pages two and three. Three of the four stories were
reported verbatim from the original release, and all
were totally paraphrased. The story in the September 25
issue generated by release 9-17 was a major rewrite,
with a 3.33 verbatim percentage.

A1l the releases used were beamed statewide, with

three of the releases also beamed to press row.
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Chart XXV: The Tri-City News

The Tri-City News of Cumberland (circulation

3,300, Harlan County, Cumberland Valley Area) used one
release-generated story, in its December 12 issue.

The story, which appeared on page two, was written
verbatim from the original 12-2 release. The release

was beamed statewide and to press row.
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-

Chart XXVI: Troublesome Creek -Times

The Troublesome Creek Times of Hindman (circula-

tion 3,350, Knott County, Kentucky River Area) used
eight release-generated stories, half of which appeared
in September. All of the releases were beamed statewide,

with five of them also being beamed to press row.



ISSUE

9/12
9/19

9/26
10/24
11/7

12/5

Verbatim rate:

Chart XXVI:

ID/BEAM
9-6/S,P

9-17a/s
9-11/s,P

9-28/s,P
10-13a/s

10-28/s,P
10-30/S,P

11-25/8

87.5%

Total paraphrase

rate:

87.5%
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Troublescme Creek Times

PLCMNT.
2/16 (28)

2/20 (28)
(B)3/18 (28)

21/24
13/22

19/22
19/22

(B)12/14

VRBTM. % PRPHRS.%
86.49 86.49
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
100 100
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Two release-generated stories appeared in both theu ..
September 19 and November 7 issues. All but one of these
were printed verbatim from the original release; omne
story generated by the 9-6 release was partially rewritten
(86.49 percent verbatim) and 86.49 percent paraphrased
from the release. Two.releases received fair prominence
in the September 12 and 19 issues, appearing on page two;
another story in the September 19 issue was placed on

page three of section B.
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Chart XXVII: Union County Advocate

The Union County Advocate of Morganfield (circu-
}ation 5,235, Green River Area) used six release-generated
é%gries, all of which where totally paraphrased from
the original releases. Five of the six appeared
verbatim, with the story generated by release 10~17
being partially rewritten (93.33 percent verbatim). The
story generated by release 11-26 in the December 5
issue, had fairly high prominence, being placed on
the first page of section B.

All of the releases were beamed statewide, with

three of them also beamed at press row.
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Chart XXVIII: Wolfe County News

The Wolfe County News of Campton (circulation

1,915, Kentucky River Area) used one story in the
November 23 issue which appeared on .the front page..
The story, generated by release 11-11, was totally
rewritten and 66.67 percent.paraphrased from the release.

The release was beamed to press row and statewide.
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Other Non-Dailies

Chart XXIX: Appalachian News-Express

The Appalachian News-Express of Pikeville (circu-

lation 10,791, Pike County, Big Sandy Area) is one of
two newspapers in the study published three times a week.

The News-Express used 19 release-generated stories, the

most used by any newspaper in the study. Nine of the
stories were reported verbatim from the original
releases, and 15 were totally paraphrased from the

releases.



ISSUE

9/17 (113)

9/19 (114)

9/21 (115)

10/17

11/5 (134)
11/7-8 {135)

11/9 (136}
11/21 (141)*
11/23 (142)
12/5 (148)

12/10-11 (150)

12/12-13 (151)

Verbatim rate:
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Chart XXIX: Appalachian News-Express

ID/BEAM

9-18/p,S
9-19/s,P
9-5/s,P

9-10/8,P
9-11/8,P
9-15/8,P

9-19/S
9-16/8,P

10-1/s
9-25/S,P

10-28/8,P

10-29/s,P
10-31/s

10-33/s,P
11-10/8,P
11-9/8,P
12-1/s

11-27/s
11-26/8,P

12-4/S,P

47.37%

Total paraphrase

rate:

78.95%

PLCMNT.

1/12
1/12
12/12

7/30
9/30
21/30

1,10/22
5/22

(IT)7/10 (32)
(IIT)5/10 (32)

2/16

3/8 (38)
3/8 (38)

1/10
5/10 {34)
1,3/12
3/12 (40}

1,12/12

8/12

VRBTM. % PRPHRS. %
100 100
0 100
100 100
75 100
100 100
50 100
12.5 35.42
8.33 100
100 100
0 10.71
100 100
100 100
100 100
0 78.95
28.57 100
31.58 78.95
100 100
26.09 100
100 100

* — The original issue number appeared as 142, which was a

misprint.
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The News-Express had the highest incidence of

intermediate rewrites, with five. There were also

three total rewrites and two major rewrites. This news-
paper also had the highest number of release-generated
stories placed on the front page, with six -- one was
verbatim, one intermediately rewritten, one mostly re-
written and two totally rewritten. Three of these front
page stories were totally paraphrased from the original
releases.

The News-Express showed the second example of

two releases generating one story (the other occurred

in the Bath County News-Outlook -- see p. 49). In the

December 10-11 issue (issue number 150), releases 11-27
and 11-26 were used to generate a front-page story

that was intermediately rewritten (26.09 percent verbatim)
and totally paraphrased from the two releases.

All 20 of the releases used were beamed statewide,
with five of them also being beamed to press row.

It should be noted that, to avoid confusion with
the multiple dates of the newspapers; the issue number
was placed next to each number on the_chart. It should
also”be noted that the issue number for the November 21
issue {(issue #141) was misprinted in the newspaper

flag as #142.
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Chart XXX: Kentucky Standard

The Kentucky Standard of Bardstown (circulation

5,486, Nelson County, Lincoln Trail Area) is the second
newspaper in the study that is published three times a
week. The Standard used seven releasesgenerated stories
with three in September and November, and one in October;
there were no such stories in the December issues,

Four of the seven stories were written verbatim
from the original releases. Of the three that were not
verbatim, one was partially rewritten (10-33, 88.24 per-
cent verbatim), one intermediately rewritten (9-7, 50
percent verbatim) and one totally rewritten (9-26). The
rewritten story story was 90 percent paraphrased from
the 9-7; the remainder of thesstories were totally
paraphrased from the original releases. It should also be
noted that the story generated by the 9-7 release was
under an AP byline. This story received high prominence,
being placed on page two.

All of the releases were_beamed statewide, with
four of them also beamed to press row; this included the

release:that generated the AP story.
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TABLE I: PRESS RELEASE USAGE BY NEWSPAPERS

< gl 3 <

i El DR

& E | g 3

o) - R - = =

~] ¥ = 8

S| FIRIR|E R

DATLIES S| 8| 3 R |3 E- 0

® ® £ ® ® . @.

Ashland Daily Independent 0 0 0 1 9 2 10

Bowling Green Daily News | 0 | 0 |0 1 0o | 37| 1 3

Corbin Times-Tribune 0 0 0 1 4 2 5

Kentucky Post (Covington) 0 0 0 0 2 1 2

Lexington Herald-Leader 0 0 1 2 7 3 10

Iouisville Courier—-Journal| O 0 0 0 8 4 8

Murray Ledger and Times 2 0 0 0 4 4 6

DATLY TOTALS 2 0 1 3 37 17 44
NON-DAILIES -- weeklies

Bath County News-Cutlook 0 0 1 0 1 1 2

Cynthiana Democrat 3 1 0 0 0 4 4

Dawson Springs Progress 10 0 2 0 -0 11 12

Hart County News ) 0 0 o |0 | 2 2

Hickman Courier 3 0 0 1 | 0 4 4

Jackson County Sun 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Journal-Enquirer 5 1 0 0 0 6 6

Kenton County Recorder 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Lincoln County Post 2 0 0 0 0 2 2
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S E |G| E|E |88

PR |E|E
NON-DATLIES (con't) S| 8lg ! B|s|®|®8
Martin Countian 12 0 0 0 0 12 12
Mt. Sterling Advocate 11 0 0 0 1 11 12
News-Democrat 3 0 0 1 0 3 4
News-Herald 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
Olive Hill Times 5 1 0 0 0 6 6
Paintsville Herald 6 0 0 0 1 7 7
Record-Herald 6 0 1 1 0 7 8
Russell County News 3 0 0 1 0 4 4
Tri-City News 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
Troublescme Creek Times 7 1 0 0 0 6 7
Union County Advocate 5 1 0 0 0 6 6
Wolfe County News 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
WEEKLY TOTALS 85 5 4 4 3 94 101
NON-DAILIES —- others
Bppalachian News-Express 9 0 5 2 3 15 19
Kentucky Standard 4 1 1 0 1 6 7
OTHER NON-DATLY TOTALS 13 1 6 2 4 21 26
TOTAL, NON-DATLIES 98 | 6 |10 6 | 7 |115 | 127
TOTAL - 100 -6 -|1% -9 - [ 44 -1 132 | 171 ;
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Newspapers With No Department
Of Education Releases

1. The Berea Citizen, circulation 3,227, Madison County,

Eastern Bluegrass Area.

2. Bracken County News, Brooksville, circulation 2,308,

Buffalc Trace Area.

3. Carlisle County News, Bardwell, circulation 2,149,

Purchase Area.
4, The Leader, Beaver Dam, circulation 2,500, Ohio County,

Green River Area.

5. Leadei-News, Greenville, circulation 9,037, Pennyrile Area.

6. Leslie ‘County News, Hyden, circulation 15,500, Kentucky

River Area.” .

7. Licking Valley Courier, West Liberty, circulation 3,975,

Morgan County, Gateway Area.

8. Robertson County Review, Mt, Olivet, circulation 395,

Buffalo Trace Area (bi-weekly).
9. The Star, Mt. Washington, circulation 3,092, Bullitt

County, Kentuckiana Area.

10. Tri~-City Times, Hardinsbury, circulation 1,227,.
Breckinr;i.c_lge County, Lincoln Trail Area.

i.l: The Voice, St. Matthews, circulation 6,760, Jefferson
22

County, Kentuckidha Area.

. 22Tr}e South WesSt News, the original newspaper chosen by the
computer, was consolidated with three other newspapers under The
Voice .in the spring’of 1984 by their publisher.
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12, Woodford Sun, Versailles, circulation 5,066, Western

Bluegrass Area.



IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Overall Results

The 98 Department of Education releases generated
a total of 171 stories; 44 were in the dailies and 127
in the non-dailies. Each of the releases generated, on
the average, 1.74 stories. About 47 percent of the
releases were used at least once. The dailies used 22.45
percent of the releases at least once, the non-dailies
40.82 percent. All seven dailies in the study used at
least two release-generated stories, while 23 of the 35'
non-dailies (65.71 percent) used at least one. Overall,
each newspaper averaged 4.07 release-generated stories;

the daily average was 6.29, the non-daily, 3.63.

Verbatim Rates

The overall verbatim rate of all 171 release-gene-
rated stories was 58.48 percent. The verbatim rate among
the dailies was 4.55 percent; among the non-dailies, it
was 77.17 percent. The total amount of totally rewritten -
stories was 44, or 25.73 percent of all release-generated
stories. The dailiés printed 37 of these rewritten
stories, which accounted for 84.09 percent of all daily
release-generated stories. The remaining seven rewritten

stories in the non-dailies accounted for 5.51 percent

85
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percent of release-generated stories.

There were no partial rewrites among the stories
in the dailies, while there were six among the stories
in the nonzdailies, or 4.72 percent. Overall, partial
rewrites accounted for 3.51 percent of all release- .. .
generated stories in the study. There was one intermediate
rewrite among the dailies (2.27 percent of their total
stories)..and 10 among the non-dailies (7.87 percent),
making the overall percentage 6:43 percent. There were
three major rewrites among the dailies' stories (6.82
percent), and six among the non-dailies (4.72 percent),
making the overall percentage 5.26 percent.

Overall, there were six newspapers, all non-dailies,
that had 100 percené verbatim rates. Hﬁﬂever, two of these
used only two reléase-generated stories, and two other ‘
newépépers only used one.‘THe average numbexr of stories
pef newspaper among the 100 percent verbatim newspapers

was 4.16. '

Total Paraphrase Rates
The total paraphras; rates of the dailies, non-
dailies and overall were significantly higher that
the verbatim rates, The overall total paraphrase per-
centage was 77.19 percent, or 132 of the 171 release-

generated stories that appeared in the study. In the

dailies, 17 of the 44 stories, or 38.64 percent, were
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totally paraphrased from the original releases. Among
the non-dailies, there were 115 totally paraphrased
stories out of a total 127, a total paraphrase rate of
90.55 percent.

There were 12.newspapers-that had 100 percent
total paraphrase rates among the non-dailies. There were
no such newspapers among the dailies. The average number
of stories used by each of the 100 percent paraphrase
newspapers was 4.58.

Of the stories that were not totally paraphrased,
23 overall had a paraphrase percentage of 50 percent
or above; 14 of these appeared ih the dailies,. nine of
them in the non-dailies. In examining the low.amount .
of such storiés.;among the non-dailies as opposed to the
dailies; the 90.55 percent total paraphrase rate for

non-dailies must be kept in mind.

4

Circulation and Geographic Correlations
Generally, circulation appeared to have no effect
on how newspapers used the state.press.releases. As
was mentioned before, there were not enough daily news-
papers in the study to draw a conclusion about them
in regards to circulation. There was no pattern among
the non-dailies to suggest that circulation had any
effect on how the press releases were used. The use of

the press releases varied widely with each progressively
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larger newspaper.

Geography, in general, also did not seem to affect
the use of the Department of Education releases, although
the geographic distribution of thesnewspapers suggestéd
that the releases were most used in the.Eastern and
Western extremes of the state. One reason no correlation
can be drawn between geographic location and press release
use is the widespread scattering of the newspapers that
did not use the releases. However, the map does show
a low use of the releases around the larger citles areas
in Kentucky, including Lexington (Eastern Bluegrass Area),
Louisville (Kentuckiana Area) and Cincinnati, Ohio (Nor-
thern Kentucky Area). This could suggest a low use of
the release by newspapers near large city area in Kentucky,
particularly near Cincinnati. However, the state dailies
in Lexington and Léﬁisville had above average totals
of release-generated stories (eight and 10, respectively,
compared with the 6.29 stories per daily average),
which would suggest no correlation.in regard to large
Kentucky cities. Furthermore, this pattern was .not
evident with the areas around Bowling Green and Ashland,
although it should be noted they are considerably smaller.
than the thrge cities mentioned above. There. was also no
correlation in press release use and the distance from
Frankfort, their origin.

~
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Again, it should be mentioned that there were
not enough dailies in the study to draw any conclusions
about any correlations between their location and use

of state press releases.

Discussion

Overall, the results of this study seeméd to
support the findings of Cutlip, Kaid and Sachsman and,
to a great extext, contradict those of the Martin/Sin-
gletary study.

In examining Martin and Singletary's conclusions,
however, it must be noted that there were several key
findings that were found in both studies. One was the
conclusion that geographic location and circulation I~
played no role in how the releases were used by the .-z
newspapers. It was also found in both studies that there
was an '"all or nothing" approach in using the releases
verabtim -- that is, the releases were either used
verbatim or were totally rewritten. In this study,.the
majority of the releases in the dailies were totally
rewritten (84.09 percent); in the non-dailies, Most’
of the stories were used verbatim (77.17 percent}. As
was shown earlier, partial, intermediate and major
rewrites were rare in occurrence.

Nonetheless, the 58.48 percent verbatim rate in

this study contrasted sharply with Martin and Singletary’s
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19.5 percent verbatim rate. The 58.48 percent verbatim
rate in this study, in fact, was very close to the 60
percent verbatim rate in the Kaid study. Thus, the
verbatim rate in this study, along with the high total
paraphrase rates, supported Kaid, Cutlip and .Sachsman's
suggestion that the media, particularly newspapers,
rely heavily on press releases for information. This
study suggests, for the most part, that Kentucky reporters
and editors did not check the facts presented by the
Department of Education releases. This was indicated
especially by the paraphrase percentages recorded among
dailies (38.64 percent), non-dailies (90.55 percent), -
and overall (77.19 percent). Thus, even though a release-
generated story may have appeared on its face to have ..
been totally changed, it was more likely in ;his study
to have been a mere rewrite of the release with no change
or verification of the facts.

Of course, the high verbatim and total paraphrase
rates in this study may not necessarily have been the
result of reporters and editors "abandoning their
watchdog role.'" Many of the total paraphrased stories
that appeared in the dailies, for example, were under
a wire service byline. This could suggest.that the
wire service writers were under deadline pressure and

may not have had enough time to confirm the facts in
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the releases.

As for the non-dailies, many of the verbatim
stories did not have high prominence.in the newspaper,
which could suggest that a good part of them might have
been used more for filling extra space than anything
else. It must also be noted that the non-dailies, in.all
probability, do not have the resources or manpower to
cover the Department of Education like the statewide
dailies, and do not subscribe to wire services like the

othér-dailies. In fact, the Kentucky Standard of Bards-

town.was the only non-daily in the study to use a
wire service story (see p. 80). Thus, a non-daily
reliance on press releases could be better understood in
lightlofintheir®limits on gathering statewide news.

Nonetheless; the verbatim and paraphrase per-
centages indicated that much of the information provided
by the Department of Education releases, particularly
among the non-dailies, went unchecked by the.newspaper.-
gatekeepers, be they reporter or editor.

The results from this study also indicated an
effective public relations effort on the part of the
Department of Education. The 98 press releases, it
should be noted, generated 171 stories in the 42
newspapers in this study, which represented one-quarter

of the state's newspapers. Two types of future studies
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could be conducted to determine the department's effective-
ness, as well as expand on the findings of this study:

1) A comparison study could be conducted using
other Kentucky state agencies;

2) A complete statewide study,.which would include
all Kentucky newspapers, could be conducted;
this.expanded. study  would require much more
time than the 11 months used for this study.

The services of a clipping service would:also

be helpful.
Future studies oninewspaperruse of.state press-:releases
could incorporate a third basic measurement along with
the verbatim and paraphrase measurements: that is, the
"totality" of a.release within a given story. In-other
words, how much 'of the information from a release is .1
used in a given story? A story in this study may have
been verbatimuors/totally paraphrasedsfrom a release, and
yet the entire release may not have been used in the
process. This measurement could, .in future studies such
as this and Martin/Singlétaty, .provide a more in-depth

analysis of the reliance of newspapers on government

presscreleasés. for information.



APPENDIX A

Kentucky Department of Education
Press Releases, September
through December, 1984
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PRESS ROW

' FRANKFORT, 'KY. (Sept. 4, 1984} -= The Kentucky School Building Authority today

installed a new executive director and elected officers who will lead the group P N
as it helps local school districts finanee construction pr:?jects. —
. - Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald intreduced Don
, Fightmaster, whom she appointed to the director's post last month. Fightmaster ]
( '15 director of the Department of Education's Pupil Transportation and Insurance rr

Services divisions.

————
-

Kl "pon came to Educatien in January and immediately got to work and showed us

13

v how we eould_save a great deal -of money,” McDonald said. ™I'm sure he will bring
that expertise to the School Building'nuthori.ty-.“ N

1 Following the authority's custom, Fightmaster also will serve as secretary-
treasurer of the group. His assistant will be Xay Lykins, an employee of the .

School Building Authority.

a

e T T——

P

Elected vice chairman was T. XK. Stope, a retired school superintendent from

H Elizabethtown. -

| The authority accepted progress reports on construction isswes in Graves
and Letcher counties and discussed the feasibility of a survey of scheool facilities

to measure future construction and remodeling needs.

The School Building Authority's next méeting is achedule:_i for Oct. 30. /

2§
When our schools work, Hentucky works.
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l A Source: Ruby Sexton
I ('3“ ' Office of Research
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and Planning
Sfrom the Kentucky Department of Education .

Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction
CONTACT:

garbara McDaniel .

(.

Telephone (502) 564-4770
PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. {Sept. 4, 19845 =~ "Dropout Prevention ‘1'n Kentucky"
wilTl be the topic of a One_-hOur program to be aired on Kentucky Educational
Television at 11 a.m. Wednesday (Sept. 5).

The program was produced by the Kentucky Department of Education and
KET as in-service training for teachers and includes information about dropout
problems and possible solutions. '

. Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the show was
designed to give parents and.educators a better understanding of the dropout
probiem in Kentucky and to highlight activities designed to reduce dropouts.

The first part of the program features Joanne Brook:, director of the
department's Division of Compensatory Education, and David Jdackscn, director
of the dropout prevention unit, who will discuss the characteristics of school
dropouts and costs associated with the dropout problem.

Solutions are offered in the second half i:y Kae Crenshaw, director of
an elemeptary dropout prevention program in the Henry County Schools known as
Project Pal, and Girdell Watts, writer and director of a secondary program in the
Knott County schools known as Project TALL, for Transitional Alternate Learning
Laboratory.

The program will be hosted by Millip Fazey of KET. It will be followed
by a one-hour documentary, "Dropping Qut: WhatsIt's In'orth%" to be aired at 7 p.m.
Nov. 12. The documentary will include interviews with students and professionals

in the area of dropout prevention and will feature effective programs to prevent
school dropouts.

When cur schools Wdrk, Kentucky works.

T

T

S N PP RO RN TP
PRI L Y TR S g Lk P RN
g o - b

R




oRP ¥-5

and Planning

. Source: Ruby Sexton
_ Ny 0ffice of Research
(v

Jrom the Kentucky Department of Education

Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction

CONTACT:
Barbara McDaniel

Telephone (502) 564-4770
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROM

FRANKFORT, Ky.  (Sept. 5, 1984) -- Measures to ensure the integrity '
of the statewide testing program for students in Kentucky schools wiil be
considered by the state Advisory Committee on Educational Improvement.

A subcommittee headed by David Lusk, Superintendent of the Covington Independent
Schools, was named at a meeting in Frankfort today {Sept. 5) to begin developing
a code of ethics for administration of the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills,
which will be expanded to include tests of essential skills, beginning this school
year,

Other subcommittee members are Mary DeBow, principal of Morningside Elementary
School in Hopkinsville; Rebecca Goad, who teaches at Western Kentucky University
and is a member of the Edmonson County School Board; and Frank Simpson, & former i
assistant superintendent of the Jefferson County Schools.

Rebecca Brown, asscciate superintendent for research and planning in the
state Department of Education, told rnembersnt-:)f the committee that there was no
evidence of cheating on the tests but that it was essential to establish safeguards .
to guarantee the test results.

Speaking in behalf of Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald,
she asked the committee to present recommendations to protect the integrity
of the tests.by Dec. 3l.

"I consider it imperative that we have absolute faith and trust in the
test results and that we are able to guarantee their integrity to the legislators,”

Brown said.

The instruction and testing of students fraom kindergarten through
When our schools work, Kentucky works.
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grade 12 from lists of essential skills in five subject areas were ordered

by Senate Bill 169, epproved by the 1984 Gener%l Assembly. v
Brown said the advisory committee would alse play a cer;tral role

in the implementation of Senate Bi11 202, which provides.}or the Department

of ‘Education to intervene if a local district {s determined to be academically

deficient.

“Accnuﬁtability seems to have become the theme of this administration,

as I think it should be,” she said. "Senate Bi11 202 is one of the most
significant pieces of accountability legislation given to us this year."

H.M. Snodgrass, director of the department's planning unit, said
districts with deficiencies would be asked toc submit improvement plans containing
timetables for removing those deficfencies.

If a district fails to meet its deadlines, 1t will be up %o the

I . committee to review the situation and make recommendations for action to the
superintendent, he said.
Henry Pogue, a Fort Thomas real estate developer and a member of the
State Board of Education, was elected chairman at the meeting. 0'Leary Meece,
N retired superintendent of the Somerset schools and also a member of the state

board, was named vice chairman, and Brown was named secretary-,

-
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW (by Susan McDonald}
- FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) — Positive feelings, improvement

in test-taking skills and community involvement in schools are a few of

the initial benefits of the School Effectiveness Project, according to
officials in the Kentucky Department of Education and in participating i

school districts.
Althouph the program is only two years old, educators are pleased .
' . with the results achieved so far- and are giving the program partrial
(‘ credit for this year's improved test scores.

All but one of the 21 participating public school districts

posted higher scores this year on the Comprehensive Test of Basic

Skills, and cne district maintained the level achieved last year.

"We are very pleased with the results achieved by these
disecriets," Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said.

"Schools can clearly 1n;prove their owvn efforts, but In distriects
where a cycle of discouragement has prevailed for a period of time,
the School Effectiveness Project approach can overcome 1it,"

McDonald attributed the gains to a concentration on "time on
task," or time devoted to fnstructional au;r.:lvi:ies; the construction

of positrive atritudes; and improved instructional leadership.

( (more)

When our schools work, Kentucky works.
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Because the program is seill young and ﬂany factors are
involved in school improvement, department officiale are hesitant
to call'the project & miracle~worker, despite the improved test ccores.

Kay Anne Wilborn, director of the department’s Division of
School Improvement, said, "We feel that it is a really good project,
but I don't think you can obtain a true reading for two or three .
more years." :

The School Effectiveness Project was 1nit1atgd two Years ago -
to help lower-ranked distficts analyze and improve Instructiomal
practices.

Twenty—-five districts were initially invited to taﬁe part
in the program. They were targeted primarily because they had the
lowest scores on the CTBS.

Ten districts agreed to participate in the pilot project during
the 1982-B3 school year, and 11 more‘joined during the second year. .

. Teams of educaticn officials visited participating districts
and found that the most prevalent problems involved lack of curriculum
materials, minimal community involvement, lack of instructicmal
leadership, lack of high expectations and lack of rewards for teachers
and students.

Department of Education staff members then cOQducted in-service
training sessions, leadership conferences and other activities, and
helped each district compose an improvement plan to meet its specific neads.

"The crucial thing seems to be awareness," Wilborn said. "We
try to see that the districts become more aware of how to use their test

results, have them think about rewards for teachers and students and

encourage them to improve their scheool-community relations.”

(moze)
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The program also tries to acquaint pareats with ways to help
their children do well in school.

."Sj.n':ple thipgs like making sure children g0 to bed at a reascmable
hour and have proper nutrition make a big difference," Wilborn said.

e dlso try to encourage high expectations for all ehildren,
not just the ones who are consistently at the top of the class.”

0fficials i{n participating districts spoke highly of the project,
alrhoupgh most agreed that other factors were also involved in their
increased test scores.

Nancy Stout, instructional supervisor im the Spencer County
school system, seid diagnostic use of test results, practice in
test-taking skills and an improved self-image were =among the factors
involved in her district's improvement.

"I do feel the School Effectiveness Project has been a big factor,
although we began working on some of those problems.about five years -
ago," she said.

"This has been the first time we've had a team to take an
ocbhjective lock at the distriet. They've reinforced some of the good
things as well as working on our problems. We've improved our
self-concept and raised our expectatiops.”

John Willils Smith, superintendent of the Jackson County schools,
agreed thar Increased awareness had been a factor in his district's
higher scores.

"We've'fncreased our awareness abour the test gscores and how
to use them,;' l;e said.

L"He've also placed greater emphasis on attendance end improved our
co‘mmi::ation with the commmity. We'we been getting some articl.es in the N

paper sbout school activities, and we've improved our internal communicatiens.”

{mote)
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Pineville Independent Schools Superintendent Ronaid F. Jones

gaid that although his district had only been involved with the project

a short time, it had wade a difference.
"Utilizing our test results in -t-he classroom has been very

helpful to us,” Jones said. *
"Teacher evaluarions and rewards for the kids have also been

effective. ‘When we've been involved longer, we hope to

gee mn increase in parént involvement."

Pineville was the big winner in this year's CTBS results, with

overall scores rising 22.3 points. The Clinton County system, also a

parcicipant in the School Effectiveness Project, recorded a gain of

12.1 points.
Nine participating districts increased their scoxes by between
five and 10 poines, inecluding Casey, Floyd, Jackson, Leslie, ?!agoffin.
Martin, Rockcastle end Spencer counties and the Covington Independent '
district.
Hine other zyStems recorded increases of up to five points.
They were Breathirr, Harlan, FKnott, Lawrence, letcher, MeCreary,
Menifee and Whitley counties and the Richwond Independent schools.
Providence Independent Schools maintained the same results

as last year, but that score was 2.7 points higher than its average in

1982.- the year before the School Effectiveness Project began.

-30-
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Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction
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Barbara McDaniel

. Telephone (502) 566-4770
STATEWIDE

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- A series of educational programs
to be used in conjunction with computer instruction in some Kentucky school
districts will begin airing on Kentucky Educational Television this week.
Two regular programs, "Educational Computing®” and vEducational Computing
-- Software Screens,” will be offered during school hours, and the 30-minute R
ngducational Computing” show will also be seen at 6:30 p.m. EDT {5:30 p.m. CoT) :
Saturdays beginning Sept. 22. !
“Educational Computing” will begin at 3 p.m. EDT Sept. 7 (2 p.m. com), R
and the 15-minute software program will air at 8:45 a.m. EDT Fridays (7:45 a.m.
COT) beginning Sept. 14.
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said.the . programs would
help provide more effective computer instruction in schools and would give members
of the public unfamiliar with computers greater insight into their applications.
Nine new productions for "Edycational Computing” will be shovn
during the school year. Dates and times will vary. ’
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from the Kentucky Department of Education
Allce McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction

C

CONTACT:
Barbara McDaniel

Telephone (502) 564-4770

STATEWIDE
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1983) -- The Kentucky Department of Education

js encouraging high schools throughout the state to form local chapters of the
National Art Honor Society.
The purpose of the organization is to recognize excellence in art
amang high school students and to encourage participation in art by all students,
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said.
The organization, which was established in 1978, has chapters throughout
(E the United States. The society was developed by the National Art Education
i Association to prcmote art education among high school students. Membership is
open to sophomores, juniors and senfors.
I uAlthough the emphasis of my admin1strapion {s on improving instruction
l in the academic subjects, we want to encourage students talented in the arts to
develop their creative abilities as well," McDonald said,
: The Naticnal Art Honor Society also conducts'a scholarship program and
acts as a clearinghouse to provide information about other available art s¢holarships.
. More information is available from Juanita Peterson, Educational Improvement Unit,
Kentucky Department of Education, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, Ky. 40602,
telephone (5C2) 564-2672.
#
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Alice McDonaid, Superintendent of Public Instruction
CONTACT:

Barbara McDaniel

,assisting at the Bowling Green State Vocational-Technical School,outstanding student.

Telephone (502) 564-4770
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW

FRAKKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- Outstanding achievements in vocational
education will be honored at the annual awards lTuncheon of the Kentucky Department
of Education’s Office of Vocational Education at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday (Sept. 11)
at the Capital Plaza Hotel.

On .hand to pay tribute to the award-winning students, teachers and
programs will be Superintendent of Public Instruction ATice McDonaid; Wilburn -
Pratt, head of the Office of Vocational Education; James Ratcliffe, chairman of
the State Board of Education; Charles Furr, vice chairman of the State Advisory
Council on Vocational Education; and Jack Hatfield, the council's executive director.

Awards will be presented to the ocutstanding teacher and student in
vocational education and the outstanding adult-level program. In addition, an
individual, student, handicapped student and two organizations w#ill be honored for
special achievements or service to vocational education. .

Nominations for all the awards came from the state's 14 vocational

regions, and the winners were selected by the State Advisory Council on Vocational

- Education. A1l nominees will receive certificates of recognition at the luncheon.

The winners, who were previously notified of their selection, include
Suzanne K. Wilson, who teaches respiratory therapy at the Madisonville Health

-Occupations Annex, outstanding teacher; and Glenda Myatt, who is studying dental

The Secretary's Award for outstanding adult program, sponsored by the

U.S. Department of Education, will gg to the commercial foods program of
. MORE

When our schools work, Kentucky works.
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Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical School. The program, headed by
Mary Frances Canton, is mow in competition for the national Secretary's Award.

In a recognition program sponsored by the National Advisory Council
on Vecational Education, Wilson will be honored for outstanding service by an
individual to'vocationﬂ education, and Myatt will receive an award for special
achievement by a student.

The award for outstanding achievement by a handicapped student will
go to Stephen Dale Flatt, a student in diesel mechanics at Somerset State
Vocational-Technical School.

The national council will also honor two organizations, the Pineville

Community Hospital Association and the Mercer County Builders Association, for:

services in support of vocational education programs.

#
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- The Kentucky Commission for the Deaf
and Hearing Impaired heard a report on the status of a survey being conducted
by its education task force at a meeting in Frankfort yesterday. (Sept. 5).

Laurel True, secretary of the State Board of Education, said the
commission would present its preliminary Tindings and recommendations to the
state board at {ts November meeting.

True, who represents Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald
en the commission, said McDonald was "very interested in trying to address the
preblem of deaf education" and had included that in her charge to Lois Adams, whp
heads the Depertment of Education's Office of Education for Exceptionmal Children.

Terry Hostin, a teacher at the Kentucky School for the Deaf in
Danville, was elected chairman at the meeting. Named to serve with him were
Shannon Crandz11 of Danville, a vocational rehabilitation counseler, and Kent
Mann, a teaching supervisor at the Kentucky School for the Deaf.

Members also approved the reappﬁintment of Xathy Danfel to the

" commission and named Phiilip Huddleston to replace Janice Garvett of i.exington.

They were recommended by a nominating and selection committee headed by state
Sen. David Karem, D-Louisville.

Paniel is éirector of the Louisville Deaf Oral School. Huddleston,
who 1ives ‘Tn Lexington, i5 an administrative assistant with the LegisTative
Research Commission.

it
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. &, 1984) -- The most recent unemployment roster included
more than 9.5 percent of the Kentucky labor force. More than 20 percent of the state's
adults are "functionally illiterate,” unable to read or write well enough to cope
with many of the demands of daily life.
Department of Education officials believe that the link between adult illiteracy
and unemployment is a strong one and are jolning forces with another state agency to
break it. Their efforts are attracting national attention.
: ( The Department of Education, with its long-established network of adult educatien .
programs, and the Cabinet for Human Resources, with funding provided urnider the federal k
Job Training Partnership Act, are attacking the problem of adult illiteracy in Keatucky.
It is no small problem.
Recceording to department statistics, Kentucky ranks last among the states in the
educational attainment of its adult population. Forty-seven percent of the state's
' adults 25 years of age and older do not have high school dip]:omas. One-third of the
pecple in that age group have not gone to school past the eighth grade.
The Department of Education has offered adult -education programs since 1966 and
now serves more than 23,000 people every year. HNow, with funding from Human Resources,
the department is expanding adult education services.

The funds go to local agencies that help adults learn to read better. The total

allocation for 19B3-84 totaled $213,233. This year's allocation is still being
negotiated, but Department of Education officials expect a substantial increase.

- -MORE- .
When our schools work, Kentucky works.
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. Superintendent _of Public Instruction ﬁlice McDonald calls the liaison between
( Education and Human Resources a "producf_i.vle linkage” that is meeting a genuine need.
"Most of the adults who enroll in adult educaticn tell us their enrollment is
" employment-related. They want to get & job or get a better jeb," McDonald said. “Many
have low incomes and are eligible for the kinds of training programs offered through
Human Resources, but they can't read or write well enough to take. advantage of the programs.

=

"This project helps them jump that hurdle, to prepare themselves for training so

‘ they can prepare themselves for jobs. The average age of project participants is 29,
. which means each has 25 or more years of employment ahead."
McDonald said the Job Training Partnership Act funds allowed a substantial increase
in the number of adults served by adult education programs last year. In 1983-84 the
project financed 21 local programs that in three months of ope;:ation served 750 students
new to the adult education systen, she said, and those students made significant
acadenic progress.
(‘ . “For every 75 hours of instruction they received, students in the project
averaged gains of 1.37 grade levels in their reading skills,” McDonald said. "Gains b
like that make us khow the program is getting the job dom?.“
Sharon Darling, director of the Department of Education's Division of Aduolt .

Education, believes the project has been successful because it uses an existing adult
éducation network a.n;i proven teaching methods.

All local programs financed by the project are based on the Jefferson County
: Adult Reading Preogram, which Darling said has become a nation:a.l model and has been
adopted by more than 200 school districts in the United States.
? "This teaching plan has exceeded our most optimistic expectations," she said.
"The U.S. Department of Education has named it an exemplary program hecause- it is a
more efficient method of teaching reading and retraining adult students than other ._
adult educatior-t programs in the nation.™

The Jefferson County Adult Reading Program was developed with.:.t'inan;:ing from

the state Department of Education. It-has been disseminated nationwide through the

=MORE-
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National Diffusion Network, a federal funding system that makes exemplary education

programs availa.!:le to schools, colleges and other institutions.

One of the project-financed local programs used the Jefferson Couvm:y method to
teach adults with physical or mental disabilities. The Eastern Kentucky Comprehensive
Rehabilitation Center in Thelma (Johnson County) served 40 disabled adults in 1983-B4.

“The program is a unique collaboration between the National piffusion Network,
the Jefferson County Adult Reading Program, the Cabinet for Human Resources, and the
Adult Education and Vocational Rehabilitation divisions of the Department of Education,”
Darling said. The program was featured in June at a national conference on combining
resources and information to improve literacy services to adults with disabilities.

"At that conference, Kentucky emerged as a leader in the networking concept,”
Darling said. "Requests for more information have come from 34 states.”

She added that the success of the program in Thelma has prompted Department
of Education staff members to begin work on a stronger network between the agency's
adult, community, veocaticnal and special-education programs and vocational rehabilitation
efforts.

A resource guide for adult services is being produced as a part of the

networking project. -

[ ]

NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: The adult literacy programs that received Job
Training Partnership Act funds for 1983-84 are listed below. Those marked with an
msterisk also have applied for 1984-85 funds. Decisions on this year's allecations

are expected within two weeks.

Adair County Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606)-. 678~5821.

*ashland Indepex:'xdent Board of Education, contact Suzanne Hyre, (606) 329-9777. -
Casey County Board of Education, contact i&arlene Haney, (606) 678-5821.

®hristian County Board ‘of Education, contact Embry Adams, (502) 887-1336.

~MORE~
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*pavid School (David, Ky.), contact Daniel Greene, (606) B86-8374.

*East Kentucky Comprehensive Rehabilitation Center, contact Tarry Hibpschman, (606) 789-1440,
sPrankfort IndepfandErlt Board of Education, contact Rose Polsgrove, (502) 223-7793.
*Harding County Board of Education, contact Twyla Hanna, (502) 765-4186.

*Henderson Community College, contact Ms. E. J. Logan, (502) 827-1867.

*Jofferson County Board of Education, contact Buell Snyder, (502) 456-3400.
*Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative, contact Carson Slone, (6'05) 439-2311.
tLaurel County Board of Education, contact Doug Miller, (606) 864-5414.

“Haysville Community College, contact Barbara Campbell, (606) 759-7141,

McCreary County Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606) 678=-5821.
*Montgomery County Board of Education, contact Den Patrick, (606) 498-5864.

#Murray State Upiversity, contact Charles Guthrie, (502} 762-3055.

*Owensboro Independent Board of Education, contact Billy Chandler, (502) 686-1000.
Pulaski County Board of Edpcation. contact EQ Webb, (606) 679-1123.

Taylor County Board of Education, contact Joseph Brockman, (502) 465-5371.

*gnion College, contact Susie Hale, (606} 546-4151. *

Wayne County Board of Education, contact Marlene Baneg, (606) 675-5821.

Applicants for 1984-85 funds also include the Boone Adult Workshop Activity
Center in Florence, Bluegrass Community Action Agency, the Kentucky Department of
Corrections, Morehead State University, and the boards of education for the following
school districts: Boone County, Caldwell County, Covingteon Independent, Estill County,
Floyd County, Hickman County, Marion County. Martin County, Paducah Independent,

Powell County and Somerset Independent.
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Jrom the Kentucky Department of Education Planning

Alice McDonalid, Superintendent of Public Instruction

% > J UEW‘ ; Source: Sheila Potter

(

CONTACT:

Barbara McDaniel

Telephone (5023 564 -4770
PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. Gept. 7, 1984} -- The advisory committee on teacher

testing ‘and internship has developed recommendations for the use of the

National Teachers Exam in Kentucky.

R The recommendations, discussed at the committee's meeting this morping
L in Frankfort, include proposed cut~off scores and test dates. The recom-
i mendations will be submitted to the State Board of Education for approval
on Wednesday (Sept. 12).

The actions of the committee are the result of a law enacted by the
1984 legislature. The law requires that all teacher candidates graduating
after Jan. 1, 1985, must have passed the National Teachers.Exahm prior to certification,
! The exam will be administered in Kentucky for the first time in

December.

"The results of the National Teachers Exam will provide Kentucky with
the indicator of the quality of both the teachers and the teacher institutions

in the commonwealth," said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction.

#
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FRANXFORT, KY. (Sept. 7, 1984) ~- Representatives of 34 Kentucky school systems
and colleges will meet in Louisville next week for lessohs on how to establish local
programs to teach adults to read.
The participants are literacy coordinators appointed by their districts, and the
training is sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Education. The event will be
Sept. 10 through 13 at St. Augustine Schopl, 1314 W. Broadway in Louisville.
Participants will come from school systems that have received "mini-grants"
from $120,000 in federal Adult EBéucation Act money earmarked for development and staff
training projects.
"These grants finance local programs in which volunteers help professicnal
educators teach adults how vo read," said Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice
McDonald. “Through the lecal programs, many people have an opportunigy to be part of
the selution to one of Kentucky's major education problems."
Susan Paull, a project coordinator for the Department of ‘Education, says those
who attend will receive information on recruiting and training local volunteers to
work ;1osely with adults learning to read.
"Adult literacy students generally require a great deal of individual attention,”
Paull said. "They need help not only with reading, but with motivation and self-esteem.
Trained volunteérs can do a trerendous job.” " )
{ . Partieipants also will receive instruction on keeping records, supervising and

monitoring wvolunteer staffs, garnering community éupport and evaluating program results-

~MORE~
When our schools work, Kentucky works.




A

gzl

ol

£

S i il R it e L s

Page 2

All training will be based on a mationally recognized model literacy program

developed in Kentucky. Paull said the model has been highly successful not only in

Xentucky but in other states as well.

Adult literacy mini-grant recipients include the following county school systems:
Bourbon, Clinton, Christian, Estill, Fayette, Franklin, Greenup, Hardin, Harlan,
Harrison, Hopkins, Lawrence, Marion, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, Powell, Russell, Spencer,
Trigg and Woodford.

Independent school systems receiving the program Qevelopment mini-grants include

Ashland, Augusta, Bowling Green, Covington, Danville, Glasgow, Paducah and Scmerset.

one private school, David School in Floyd County, also received one of the

34 grants.
1

Other recipients include Henderson Community College, Morehead State University,

(} Murray State University and Union College.

Rdditional information is available from Susan Paull at the four-day meeting

or from Sharon Darling, director of the Department of Education's Division of Rdult

Education, at (502) S564-3921.
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FOR LOCAL MEDIA Teiephone (502) 564-4770

{School districts participating in
Training for Literacy Coordinaters)

FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept._, 1984) -- The question “Why can't Johnny read?" becomes
even more poignant when "Johnny" is 32 or 27 or 34 or 56 years old.
Adult illiteracy is a major concern in Kentucky, and one (MAN, WOMAN, TEACHER, ETC.)

in (CITY, COUNTY, AREA) is joining with state education officials to '

attack the problem at the local level.

(PARTICIPANT) was one of participants in a four~day training

session __[LAST WEEK) (SEPT. 10 through 13} in Louis¥ille. The bepartment of Educatiocn

‘offered training on how to set up a local adult reading program,

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice MeDonald has named adult illiteracy
as one of her top-priority concems‘. Her office estimates that more than 20 percent of
Rentucky'a_ adults cannot read or write well encugh to copé with many of the demands O:.f
daily life.

{PARTICIPANT) said the training focused on recruiting and training volunteers

to help provide cne-on-cne help to adults lea:m‘ing to read. The (SCHOOL OR COLLEGE)

has received a "mini-grant" of $ to establish a volunteer-based adult

literacy program.
Participants also received training and ideas on managing the pregram, supervising

a volunteer staff, garnering community support and evaluating program results.

(PARTICIPANT) says the training will be put to use in _(CITY, COUNTY, AREA) -

Plans are being made t0 4+ + « s &+ - .

When our schools work, Kentucky works. -
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(LITER}\CY:CCXJRDINATORS MAY SUPPLY LOCAL INFORMATION. FOR EXAMPLE:
WHEN WILL VOLUNTEERS BE SOLICITED? HOW? WHO MIGHT BE A SOCCESSFUL VOLUNTEER?
HOW MANY ADULT STUDENTS DO YOU EXPECT TO HAVE? WHAT IS THE ADULT ILLITERACY

RATE LOCALLY? HOW WILL YOUR PROGRAM WORK? ETC.)
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 11, 1984) -- State education officials and

members of the State Advisory Council on Vocational Education paid tribute to
outstanding achievements in vocational education at a lunchzon today {Sept. 11)
at the Capital Plaza Hotel.
i "Yocational education provides the critical link between educatien and
work,"” Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald told the award winners,
"The students and teachers who are receiving ewards today are being recognized
because they are outstanding in both areas."
She urged the students, teachers and businesses being honored to join
educators in working "to instill a respect for learming in all of Kentucky's
. citizens" and helping to improve the state's image in education.
b “"Excellence breeds excellence, and those of you who are being honored
I today are charged with imparting your desire to excel to others,” McDonald said.
The awards were presented by McDonald and James Ratcliffe, chairman
of the State Board of Education, assisted by Jack Hatfield, executive director

of the State Advisory Council on Yocational Education.

. MORE
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Suzanne K. Wilson, who teaches respiratory therapy at the Madisonville
Health Occypations Annex, received the award for cutstanding teacher and was
also honored by the National Advisory Council én Vocational Education for
outstanding service by &n individual to vocational education.

The award for outstanding student went to Glenda Myatt, who is
studying dental assisting at the Bowling Green State Vocational-Technical
School. HMyatt also received the national council's award for cutstanding
achievement by a student. l

The: commercial foods program of Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical
School was recognized as state winner of the Secretéry's Award frem the U.S.
Department of Education. The program, .headed by Mary Frances Canton, is the
state's entry 1n competition for the national Secretary's Aword.

The award for outstanding achievement by a handicapped student was
presented to Stephen Dale Flatt, a student 1m diesel mechanics at Somerset State
Vocational-Technical School. The award is sponsored by the Natiomal Advisory
Council on Vocational Education. Flatt was also a finalist for cutstanding student.

In another recognition program sponsored by the national council,
the Pineville Community Hospital Association and the Mercer County Builders
Association were honored for their services in support of vocational education
programs,

Nominations for all the awards came from the state's 14 vocational
regions, and the winners were selected by the State Advisory Council on Vocational
Education. Certificates of recognition were awarded to al) nomineés at the Tuncheon.

Other finalists for outstanding teacher were Brenda Faughn, business
and office, FuTton County Area Vocational Education Center; Bettie R. Majors, -

business and office, Daviess County SVTS; Mary Elizabeth Erwin, health services, -

Barren Countf AVEC; and Woodrow W. Will, industrial electricity, Elizabethtown
" SVTS.
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Also named as finalists for outstanding teacher were Breﬁda Hawkins, ) -
health services, Bullitt County AVEC: Marcia Engleman, special programs, Northern
Kentucky SYTS, Covington; Joyce Ann Barker, computer literacy and business education,
Rowan SYT5; and Sharon Sue Stambzugh, business and office education, Greerup
County AVEC. ,

Others were Doris A. Lawson, business and office education, Garth AVEC
in Floyd County; Jane Ann Sherraw, business and office, Lee County AVEC; Claudia
M. Hancock, agriculture, Harry Sparks AVEC in Rockcastle Coﬁnty; Ronaid J.

Ferrara, air frame and power piant, Somerset SVTS; and Polmer Burke, carpentry,
Garrard County AVEC.

Finalists for outstanding student included Anita G. Corder, drafting,

West Kentucky SYTS in. Paducah; Vanessa D. Thompson, surgical technology, Madisonville
Health Occupaticns Annex; Brenda K. Fister, cosmetology, Daviess County SVTS;

Robert D. Streeter, auto mechanics, Elizabethtown SYTS; and James D. Thornhill,

auto mechanics, Oldham County AVEC.

Others were Linda Eilers, carpentry, Northern Kentucky S¥TS; Lisa
Harmon, business and office, Maysﬁ%lle AVEC; Patrick J. Berry, industrial_
electronics, Ashland SVTS; Donna Thompson, highway technoiogy, Mayd SVTS in
Paintsville; Sandra Couch, secretarial, Lee County AVEC; Scott Grove, welding,

Corbin AVEC; and Karen Smith, practical nursing, Central kentucky S¥TS in

Lexington.
Finalists for outstanding achievement by & handicapped student were - \j
Vickie K. Stevenson, cosmetology, Jefferson SVTS in Louisville; Baxter Osborne. .
Jr., drafting, Ashland SVTS: Paul Grim, accounting mamagement, Mayo SVTS; and
Debra H. Stillings, drafting, Laurel County SVTS. "
ééven other programs were honored as finali;ts in the Secretary's
Award competition. The programs, with their teachers‘ur department heads, were
auto mechanics, Jerry D. Castleman, Fulton County AVEE; practical nursing,

MORE




A L

J Page 4

( Jeanette Gooch, Glasgnw'School for Health Occupations; practical nursing, Mary
Ann Landherr, Jefferson SVTS; Project Link Handicapped, Sheri Raleigh, James D.
Patton AVEC in Edgewood; drafting, Nicholas P. Reeves, Ashlard SVYTS; business
and office, Betty Rose Butcher, Pike County AVEC - Millard; and drafting, B.J.
Borden, Garrard County AVEC. )
Finalists among organizations recognized for their contributions
to vocational education were the Northern Kentucky Auto Mechanics Craft -

Advisory Committee of Covington and W. P. Pemberton & Son greenhouse in

Lexington.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. {Sept. 11, 1984} -- The State Board of Education has
appointed 43 new members to fill vacancies on regional advisory committees in
10 of the state's 14 vocational education regions.

The new members, appointed on the recommendation of Superintendent
of Public Instruction Alice McDonald, include:

Region 1 (Purchase) -- Barbara Ann Shelby, director of industrial
development for the Paducah Area Chamber of Commerce.

Region 2 (Pennyrile} -- Joe McDaniel, plant manager for Speed Cueen’
Co., Madisonville; Sherron Cunningham, a guidance counselor at Crittenden
County High School; J. Dorsey Ridley, owner-operator of Ridley Pentiac, GMC/AMC
Inc. in Providence; and Rebecca Breshears, owner-operator of the Floor Store in
Hopkinsville.

Region 3 (Green River) -- Marie Downey of Owensboro, a factory worker
at General Ejectric Co. and a member of the bargaining committee of AFL-CIOD
Local 783; Lewis Moorer, manager of employee and community relations for
General Electric Co. In Owensboro; C.M. Griggs, manager of manufacturing services
at Howmet Aluminum Co. in Hawesville; and Diana F. Feltner, personnel director
for Lincoln ServiFes Corp. in Owensboro.

Region 4 (Barren River) -- T. Bartley Hagerman, executive vice president;
Bowling Gréen-ﬂarren County Chamber of Commerce; Xathy Woodcock, operations
manager for Roses Department Store in Bowling Green; Delton Duke, personnel

manager for Holley Carburetor Division, Bowling Green; Faye Hudson, senior office
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clerk, Bowling Green Manufacturing Co., Bowling Green; and Rick Rogers, coordinator
of technical training, General Motors Assembly Division, Bowling Green.

R;gion 6 (Jefferson) -- Ilene Swank, employes relations spécia1ist
at General Electric Co., Louisville; Sam Hardy, owner of NAPA Auto Parks in
Taylorsville; and J.W. Sachleben, superintendent of the Trimble County School
District.

Region 9 (Buffalo Trace-GSteway) -= Carol Holt, coordinator of
communications and development, 5t. Claire Medical Center, Morehead.

Region 11 (Big Sandy) -- David Baker, branch manager, Brandeis
Manufacturing Co., Stanville; Sheldon Hardin, superintendent, Martin County
School District; Mertie Belle Hamiltor, assistant vice president, First National
Bank of Paintsville; and Jan Garland of Paintsville, who is active in civic
groups and was events coordinator for the Kentucky Apple Festival.

Also, Mary Kay Schmitt, field office supervisor for the Cabinet for
Human Resources in Paintsville; Debbie Meadaws, head of nursing at Paul B. Hall
Medical Center in Paintsville; Mary Grace Garland, owner of H.B. Rice Insurance
Co. in Paintsville; . Erma Lee Ward of Offutt, a retired schoolteacher; Robert
Bayes, president of First National Bank of Paintsville; and Eleanor Bergman, a
counseling supervisor for the state Deparitment for Employment Services in Pikeville.

Region 12 (Kentucky River) -- Dr. Dennis Sandlin, a Hazard physician;
Mildred Creech of Campton, an office receptionist for the state Cabinet for
Human Resources and a member of the Nolfe‘County Board of Education; and R. Percy
Elkins, executive director of the Kentucky River Area Development District in Hazard.

Region 13 (Cumberland Valley) -- Debbie Stillings of London, who does
architectural drafting and serves as a resource person for the handicapped; Carl
Cornett, head of the -automot'lve department at Sears fn London; Delford McKnight,
a building contractor and real estate broker in London; and John B. Howard of
Pineville, a respiratory therapist.
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(' Also, Louise M. Lewis of Pineville, a nurse and homemaker; Carlyle
Owens of Baxter, a retired coal operator; Frances Jones of Harlan, a funeral
director and co-owner of a funeral home; Kyle Hembree, an employment counselor

with the Hailan office of the Department for Employment Services; and Dale

Kleinjan, administrator of Annville Institute in Annville.

Region 15 (Bluegrass) -- Mike Mauk, personnel manager of Georgetown
Manufacturing Corp; Susan M. Craft of Lexington, acting director of the Private
Industry Council; and Ur:gla H. Myers, a job-preparation specialist with the
| Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government.
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(
CONTACT:

Barbara McDaniel

Telephone {502) 564=4770

PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 12, 1984) -- 'The Kentucky State Board of Education
has adopted a regulation that defines academic standards for local schogl districts
and establishes a basis for state intervention when local districts fail to correct
deficiencies within a set time.

The board, which met in Frankfort today and Tuesday (Sept. 11-12),

i also endorsed a policy recommended by Superintendent of PublicC Instruction Alice
McDonald for investigating citizen complaints and allegations of wrongdoing on
‘ (:_ the part of local school officials.
The requlation approved by the board outlines the impTementation of

Senmate Bil11 202, a bill passed by the 1984 General Assembly that calls for greater

accountability in the academic performance of local school districts. The regulation

contains these provisions:
* Each local district must submit to the Department of Education an annual
performance report that includes data on such factors as test scores, attendance

and dropouts. The report must be published in the newspaper with the largest

eirculation in the county by Oct. 1 of each year.

* Based on specific definitions and standards, each local district must
identify 1ts system's deficiencies and submit a Master Educational Improvement

Plan for correcting those deficiencies.

& %ach district must report annually on its progress in making the
( corrections. The Department of Education is to provide technical assistance to :
districts identified as being %educationally deficient” and failing to make --+ .-
When our schools work. Kentucky works.
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satisfactory progress in their corrective actions.

* Districts failing to meet standards or improve significantly after
assistance from the state will be subject to direct state management. The State
Board of Education may remove local school officials from office in districts that
do not meet correction deadlines after management intervention by the state.

During board discussion of the regulation, McDonald agreed that Tocal
compliance with the law's Oct. 1 deadline for publishing the performance reports
would be difficult this year.

"1 feel we must ask the districts to submit the most complete report
possible by the deadline," she said. "We must ask them to do the seemingly
impossible. That's what we are asking of ourselves as we try to make the much-
needed improvements in education.®

McDonald said local publication of the districts' performance reports
could result in greater public knowledge and support of local education programs.

The state board also endorsed McOonald's proposed policy for handling
complaints about local school officials. Under the new pelicy, all allegations
of violations of statutes or regulations by local school officials will first be
reviewed by a committee of top-level staff members of the department.

The committee will determine the validity of each complaint and recommend
administrative action by the department or further investigation bty the state board.

A1l criminal violations will be referred directly to the local prosecuting
attorney or the state attorney general's office. Civil violations will be referred
to the Stgte Board of Education.

’ In other actions, the board approved accreditation of Kentucky's 183
Tocal schou% districts for the 1984-85 school year but made the accreditation of °

13 districts subject to the receipt of explanations for the districts' failure to

correct non-compliances by the specified dates.

MORE




Page 3

Acting Chairwoman Ann Bardwell said she was particulariy concerned that
one distrigt. Kenton County, had more teachers assigned out of their fields of
specialization than at the time of "the accreditation visit in 1981-82.

Other non-compliances ranged from failure to provide traffic separation
for schaool buses to inadequacies in lesson plans, class sizes, facilities or the
handling of student funds. '

The other districts, and the number of remaining non-compliances, are
Augusta Independent, one; Greenup County, two; Hopkins County, one; Jefferson
County, six; Maysville Independent, two; Monticello Independent, two; Owen County,
four; Paducah Independent, four; Rowan County, twe; Semerset Independent, one;
Trimble County, one; and Union County, one.

The board gave conditional approval to 36 districts inspected by
accreditation teams last year, with accreditation contingent upon their submitting
plans for correcting non-compliances.

Those districts included Pike County, where the department will be working
with a new superintendent, Charles Wright, to correct a number of deficiencies
identified by the inspection team.

The board also approved a new program in welding at Rowan State Vocationel-
Technical School but delayed approval of a plumbing program proposed for an addition
at Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical School. Board.members asked that a
regional advisory council study the need for such a program.

In another, action, the board approved a regulation specifying that the
requirement that all new S$chool board members have a 12th-grade education could
be met by a high school equivalency, or GED, examination., The reguirement was set

by the 1984 General Assembly in House Bil11 153.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 13, 1984) -~ The Rentucky State Board of Education
has adopted a regulation that defines academic standards for lacal schcol districts
and establishes a basis for state intervention when local districts fail to correct
deficiencies within a set time.

The board, which met in Frankfort on Tuesday and Wednesday (Sept. 11-12),
also endorsed a policy recommended by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice
McDonald for investigating citizen complaints and allegations of wrongdoing on
the part of local school officials.

The regulation approved by the board outlines the implementation of
Senate Bi11 202, a bill passed by the 1984 General Assembly that calls for greater
éccountabi]ity in the academic performance of local school districts. The regulation
contains these provisions: )

* Each local district must submit to the Department of Education an annual
performance report that includes data on such factors as test scores, attendance
and dropouts. The report must be published in the newspaper with the largest
circulation in the county by Oct. 1 of each year.

* Based on specific definitions and standards, each local district must
identify its system's deficiencies and submit a Master Educational Improvement
Plan for correcting thase deficiencies:

. Each district must report annually on its progress in making the
corrections. The Départment of Education is to provide technical assistance to
districts identified as being Yeducationaily deficient” and failing to make. --+ .4
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satisfactory progress in their corrective actions.

:Districts faiiing to meet standards or improve significantly after
assistance from the state will be subject to direct state management. The State
Board of Education may remove local school officials from office in cistricts that
do not meet correction deadlines after management intervention by the state.

During board discussion of the regulation, Mcbonald agreed that local

compliance with the law's Oct. 1 deadline for publishing the performance i‘epurts

would be difficult this year.

hY

u] feel we must ask the districts to submit the most complete report

possible by the deadline,” she said. "We must ask them to do the seemingly
1mpos;ible. That's what we are asking of ourselves as we try to make the much-
needed improvements in education.”
(- ) McDonald said local publication of the districts’ performance reports
could result in greater public knowledge and support of local education programs.
The state board also endorsed McDonald's proposed policy for handling
! complaints about local school officials. Under “the new policy, all allegations
of violatfons of statutes or regulations by Tocal school officials will first be
réviewed by a commi ttee of top-level staff members qf the department. )
The committee will determine the validity of each complaint.and recommend
administrative action by the department or further inv;est'igat'lon ty the state'board.
A1l criminal violations will be referred directly to the local prosecuting
attorney or the stal_te attorney general's office. C'lvi-'l violations will be referred
to the Sta_lte Board of Education.
In other actions, the board approved accreditation of Kentucky's 183
( Tocal schon:1 districts for the 1984-85 school year but made the accreditation of

13 districts subject to the receipt of explanations for the distric.ts‘ fajlure to

correct non-compliances by the specified dates.
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Acting Chairwoman Ann Bardwell said she was particularly concerned that
one district, Kenton County, had more teachers assigned out of their fields cf
specialization than at the time of the accreditation visit in 1981-82.

Other non-compliances ranged from failure to provide traffic separation
for school buses to inadequacies in lesson plans, class sizes, facilities or the
handling of student funds.

The other districts, and the number of remaining non-compliances, are
Augustz Independent, one; Greenup County, two; Hopkins County, one; Jefferson
County, six; Maysville Independent, two; Monticello Independent, two; Owen County,
four; Paducah Independent, four; Rowan County, two; Somerset Independent, one;
TrimbTe County, one; and Union County, one.

The board gave conditional approval to 36 districts inspected by
accreditation’ teams last year, with accreditation contingent upon their submitting
plans for correcting non-compliances.

Those districts included Pike County, where the department will be working
with a new superintendent, Charles Wright, to correct a number of deficiencies
identified by the inspection team. -

The board also approved a new program in welding at Rowan ftate Vocationzl-
Technical School but delayed approval of a plumbing program proposed for an addition
at Elizabethtown State Yocational-Technical Scheol. Board members asked that a
regional advisory council study the need for such a program.

In another action, the board approved a regulation specifying that the
requirement that all new school board members have a 12th-grade education could
be met by a high school equivalency, or GED, examination. The requirement was set
by the 1984 General Assembly in House Bill 153.
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FRANKFORT, KY¥. (Sept. 12, 1984) —- The Kentucky State Board of Education
today approved a resolution honoring U.S. Rep. Carl D. Perkins and his service
to the children of Kemtucky.
Perkins, a Democrat from Hindman and representative of the 7th Congressional
pistrict, served as chairman of the House Education and Labor Committee. He
spent 36 years in Washington and was nationally known for his support .of public education.
The state board's resolution will be drafted, signed and presented to

the Perkins family.
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PRESS ROW AND STATEWIDE

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 13, 1984) -- Regulations implementing new
legislation calling for teacher testing and teacher internship were approved
by the State Board of Education at its September meeting { Sept. 11-12) in
Frankfort.

In two separate actions, one on Tuesday (Sept. 11) and one on Wednesday
{Sept. 12}, the board accepted the recommendations of an advisory committee
on teacher certification and Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice
McDonald.

As a resuit of the actions of the state board, all teacher candidates
graduating after Jan. 1, 1985, will be required to pass the National Teacher
Examination before certification.

The Hational Teacher Examination consists of a core battery of three
tests and an examination in the candidate's area of specialization. The
state board approved cutoff scores for passing the exam. bandidates mist
achieve the minimum score in all four areas to complete the test successfully
but will be allowed to repeat sections they fail.

On the issue of internship for teachers, the state board decided that,
after provisional certification, all teachers must complete a one-year
internship__under the direction of a supervising teacher and undergo evaluation

before permanent certification may be issued.
-more-
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“These‘actions of the state board will help to ensure that the-people
standing in front of the classrooms in Kentucky are qualified, capable
teachers,” McDonald said.

“Teacher testing and teacher internship, along with the increased
admission standards and the required 2.5 grade-point average, will 1mpr6ve
instruction in Kentucky and will give our students better educational

opportunities,” she said.
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CONTACT:
Barbara McDaniel

Telephone (502) 564-4770

STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 13, 1984) -- Ten new members will be welcamed
at a mesting of Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald's Committee
for a Mew Direction in Education next week.

The committee, which is headed by Superintendent Don W. Sparks of the
Mayfield Independent Schools, will meet at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday in the state
board room of the Xentucky Department of Education on the first floor of the
Capital Plaza Tower.

New mmbérs appointed by McDonald include Dr. Thamas coffey, president

of Thomas More College in Fort Mitchell; br. Jackson 0. Hall, president of Pikevilie

College; Dr, Kala Stroup, president of Murray State University; and Harry Caudili,

an Appalachian author and a professor of history at the University of Kentucky.

Other new members are Art Walters, director of the touisville Urbar
League; Jack Paxton, editor of the Paducah Sun: Dr. C.R. Daley of Anchorage, retired
editor of the Western Recorder; Chalmer Frazier, executive director of the
Prestonsburg Chamber of Commerce; Robert Hillenmeyer, a Lexington nurseryman; ;nd
! " Dove Anna McNabb of Pzducah, a retired school principal.
#4
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 14, 1984) -- Twenty-cne representatives of education and the
arts will meet on Sept. 19 to begin work on a plan to expand arts education in
¥entucky's publie schoels.

The 21 are members of a new Task Force on Comprehensive Arts in Education, recently
formed by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice MeDonald. The group's-first meeting
will begin at 10 a.m. in the board room on the first floor of the Capital Plaza Tower
in Frankfort.

MeDonald has directed the task force to recommend strategies that would offer
students and teachers more special arts training and opportunities to perform and display
their achievements. The group's final report is due in January and then will be
submitted to the State Board of Edut‘:ation for approval.

"beveloping an appreciat:'l.on of the arts is an important part of becoming an
eductated person,”™ McDonald said. "I want this task force of talented and knowledgeable
pecple to help me ensure that Kentycky's students have access to information and
experiences in the entire palette of art forms~-music, painting, drama, dance,
creative writing and all the rest.”

She said the task force would revise an arts education Plan adopted in 1981 and
help ‘plan a full range of cultural opportunities throughout the state. One of the
group's objectives is to suggest ways for local arts councils, agencies and artists o
get involved in the education of Kentucky students.

Public comment on the subject will be sclicited later this fall. The dates of

_HORE_
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future task force meetings have not been set.

Members of the Task Force on Comprehensive Arts Education include L.ila Bellando o-f
Berea, a menber of the State Board of Education and president of Churchill Weavers: B
Patty Breeze of Versailles, president of Kentucky Alliance for Arts Education;

Marlo‘;r Burt of Iouisville, executive director of the Kentqcky Center for the Arts;
and Anne Cassidy of Lexington, state director ef Very Special Arts in Kentucky.

lus;o appointed to the task force are Nash Cox of Frankfort, director .of the
Kentucky Arts Council; Susan Hollis, assistant professor of fina arts at Northern
Kentucky University; Richard Domek, dean of the University of Kentucky's College of
Fine Arts:; and Vyda Penny Fannin, art teacher for Boyd County Schools.

Other members are Warren Hammack, director of Horse Cave Theater; Dorothy
Harkins, physical education prefessor at Eastern Kentucky University; Necia Harkless,
professor of education at Georgetown College; Jon Henrikson of Louisville, president
of the Kentucky Education Association; and Crit Luallen of Frankfort, commissioner
of the Kentucky Department of the Arts. |

Also on the task force are Deanna Pelfrey Of. Louisville, who represents Partners
in thg a;-ts: Beoker Rice, deputy superintendent of Jeffersgn County Schools; Josephine
D'Amz;to Richardson of Whitesburg, education chairwoman of Kentucky Citizens for the

Arts; and Dianre Simmons representing the Ballard County Arts Council.

Included on the membership roster are Margaret Trevathan o.f Murray, chairwoman
of the Kentucky Arts Council; Clifford Wa:_l.lace, superintendent of Pendleton County
Schools: Robert Young of Lexington, cultural arts chairman of the State Parent-Teacher

Rssoclation; and Celeste Winters of AshTand,.. Jirector of the Paramount Arts Cepter.
J
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{ M ;[ S ' Source: Sheila Potter

CONTACT:
Barbara McDaniel

| Telephone (502) 564-4770
PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 20, 1984) -- Ask most high school graduates about
their futures, and you w111‘rece1ve a variety of predictable answers., Ask
gradvates of a vocational program about their plans, and you will get much
more realistic, specific answers.

The effect of vocational education programs on the futures of the
students enrolled in them has been a concern to educators for decades.
Directors of the state's 14 vocational education regions and staff members
of the state Department of Education's Office of Vocatiomal Education will
hear about the latest study in this area on Sept. 27 in Frankfort.

Dr. N. L. McCaslin, who is associated with the National Center for

Research in Vocational Education at Ohio State University, will discuss

‘the results of a longitudinal study of vocational students. This study

anaiyzes the types of students enroiled in vocational education programs
and tracks them through their post-graduation employment or education.

"Studies of this type are vitally important to vocational education,"

said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. "They allow

educational planners to see changes and develop programs that are relevant

to new trends and occupational needs.”

z ##
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PRESS ROW

FRANKFORT, XY. (Sept. 17, 1984) -- This month's meeting of the Bluegrass
State Skills Corp., originally scheduled for Sept. 18, has been postponed until
Tuesday, Sept. 25. The meeting will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the State Board

Room at the Department of Education in Frankfort.
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 21, 1984) -- Members of the Kentucky Asscociation for:
Supervision and Curxiculum Development will convene next week to discuss ways to focus
on the positive things happening in their public education systems.

The event, the association’s annual conference, will be Sept. 24 and 25 at
Executive West in Louisville. The t.heme_ will be “Conveying the Message."

Major topics on the agenda include public relations, communications, effective
schools, new legislation and regqulations. . .

The conference will feature a series of "action labs®™ or workshops. The
main speakers include Dr. Ed Ball, Anderson County Board of Education; Dr. Stephen
Boyd, Northern Kentucky University; Jerry Leitzell, Elizabethtown Indepéndent Beard
of Education; Dr. Stephen Miller, University of Louisville; and Dr. Richard Roberts,
Western Kentucky University.

The workshops are scheduled for 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sept. 24 and from
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Sept. 25. .

The Kentucky Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development is a
professicnal organization primarily for instructional supervisors and curriculum
coordinators and developers in lecal school districts. The associaticon's president-
elect is Joseph T. Clark of the Kentucky Department of Education's Office of

Instruction.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 18, 1984) -- A citizens' committee began reviewing
proposed educational reforms today fn order to advise Superintendent of Public
Instruction Alice Mcbonald on future directions and goals for the Kentucky Department
of Education.

McDonald welcomed il new members to the .Committee for a New -

Direction in Education, which includes parent representatives, educators, communi ty
leaders and elected officials, The expanded committee has 39 members.

Subgroups were formed at the meeting in Frankfort to begin looking at six
tssues selected for further study at the group's las