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Brown and Schwarzwelle;; A Theoreticsl tremework

br. James S. Brown of the Lepartuent of bural Sociology &t the Univeraity of
acntucky has been cnormously helpful in provioing us with several published studies
on Eastern fentucky soclal structure and culture in audition &9 s "worklng paper”
on soclal change which we have adopted &p the bsage of owr tentutive hypothesos
abowt the Decoy community. %The thesle ot the "working ,mper” 48 that "cdcation functions
ae a cultural bridge betwwn rural ang urban society™. Despite local uniyuonews in
some dimennions (%the community snd regionsl reflecticns)™each school Ie, in ce.tein
other regpects, a reflection of the Groat Soclety of which it Lo an lnstrumensal ga-t,
rerlectlng nabtional norme, teachin: sore universal p-tterns ol bunav.or, and dlffusing
national and even international cultural valuee.” As such, vducation plays & part "in
brin ing about the great sociocultural changes &keeurrlng in the relstively isolated
raral aress of the United Stntes, such ag pastern Kentucey™s

Brown and Schwsrzweller focus on the "diftferences which arc a consequanc. of the
degr .8 of communicutive Lsolation or rursl peopl. {rom the nationsi culture”. [1)

This psychosccinlogle:l isoletlon is reflected bp differences in valuea, modes of
thinking, and basic cultural patterns of behavior between rursl people and thelr
artdin couterparts,”

The acghaol canstitutes & cultural briage as an "institubionsl complex which, tnrogh
contacy, communication, llnkage ana cultursl diftuslogﬁaspana the gap bet.emn"
ralatively isolzted rursl communltier o1 ug9torn Aentucky snd the Greuat Zoclisty. In
the cont.ct situstion the schoaol 1s & major cultural entree by the Great Society inta
the inetitutional frareworc of the reglon, other insitutituns being more insulated
from direct integrative comsunic-tior &nd linkage with she outseide. It is a further
view of Brown snd Schwarzwoller thui nsgs mecia by thelr nsture offvct & "contacl th ¢
is spucialized, impersonil, concer +c¢ more with théngs than with ideass, more wilh ends

than means, sn¢ anly indivectly with thu normaiive stmucturvs ot the insuler faumily

system, its cormunicatlve neaning férot stralned throogh the sicwe of the valued

interests of the familistic sociegy.” (I}



hesearch ls cited indicating fhit ou aigrants to urban arsag do not "Become iategrated
into the urban culture and theraiorfare not likely to be cerriers of urban calture to
thelr howme communities and familiea;.

Rellglon in the mountdins is extremely insulsted wg an institution. There is
almost total congregationsl cutonomy. Loeal government is pormested with partlculeristic
norms}nnd rationsl governmcnt;ae comnonly concelved in the wrban soclety is, as nobin
V1lllsme has suggested, "a sort of film on the sui'face oif the socloty fsiling to penetrate
dlrectly to the miss o1 the indlvidazis',

Bconomic contact is mainly thro.gh the socisl mechanism of the rarket place and its
supportive agencies. But individusl farm temily units sre s barrler 4o cental or mags
communication. "...loet in the Intorecteworld of & #smilistically oricnted
agrictliural communlty...basturn hensucky folk/in thelr dsy to day decisions concerning
the prodcution and dlstribution ov commoditieqitand to opuirte In contormirce to the
traditional normative patterns prevnillng,

Vigliare yaymente as a {form of economic cnitural linkage do not penefrate deepl y
to the sociotultural core of rural commznity life. Like simllar programs they provide

people wlth the "means necessary 1or pursulng kraditional goals", {our emphasis)

%48 sn institution, the school is structurally central in the sociocultursl fabric
of rural community life, scting within,es well a%rponp the loecal mileg.” "Ilater-school
rivalry has tsken on en aora of gresh symbolic value and provided a means 1'or rein-

forcing community igentltication, "Lducatlon,us e thing to get, is sanctionad
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favorably by the mores and folkways of rural sociely The educstionul velue is, irn

turn, seltf=perpetuating vla the oducctional system. {ouwr emphaois)

High school is the big ste.c In a frecework of univerualistic~ schiovemant
standards, socl:l skills are loarned und praeticed th-ough school orgsanizations, clase
room procegares, and everyday contach with peers, teechers, t.d adminigtr-tory.

Throu;h the process of sssimil.tlon nnu substitution the youngster Lecomus & cultural
link with tho @reat Seciety, =nd sgent of chenge in his community and wmoro Buaceptiq@E)
to adjustmenti as an outmigrants wwen lockl teachers sre influen-ed by coll..ges thst

" d ands % riculs : on, the
emphaalze urban—contractual norma anQ fuirly standardized curriculie In addition,



b.

loeider” etatus awarded lgeal te.churs lends atrategic adventage as an advocate of

chan%ao
The mechanism of sociccultursl inteoration through edncation is a "three step
flow or influence: (1} the Great 8cciety's iniluence upon the local echool system,
{2) the local pchool system's inluence upon the gencral orientation o1 the studento, &ngd

(3} the Influence of the geuwsral ori.mt-tiops on the cvaluative thought processes and

gpucilic orientiations of tho viundents,” {b)

Notes and Perepectives

1} The problem of isolation suems to lesd in two directions of analysis. On ithe one
hand, we feel it wag be signiticant to an understanding of the change process that the
rountain people came originally from common cult.ral roots sharud by their urban
neighbore. Thewe coomon reference points mcy be throeads of eormmunicatlon eritical

to the relntegration of twd culturevs lsolstea lor a century. A second polnt le

tuat isolation, .er se, hius socliologlcal anu paychological effects and should bu
viewad as an lnsitution of the oculture.

2} Lookin; at Lintoun's definitlons for this terminology {The Study of Man) we guestlon
"why" certain elemants have been susceptible to cultural transfer; wlst hus conestituted
tne"inherent commu..icability™ oi those elomente which have been accepted? It eeems
unclear in what ma;ner the school can be deomonstrated to be eofioctive as en
institutionsl complex rather than & oyrbol for culture items of the Greater Loclety
inheruntly desiruable by the mountain .eople. Oyr misglminge about the sscribed:
"value” o, educaticon in the mountains L9 notud below. '

3} Linton, {op. cit. p. 338} states thaimthooe culture elements which can be most resadily
and completely expressed will be thos? which &re most readily sveilsble for accaptance,”
wE accept the proposition suggestew tuat "mesns™ are more resdily transmittoed than "encs”
but sense th.t in the vecoy context a gualificatlon must be formulated to sllow for the
values implied by accepting new means. £ cantracutal, wage-economy “m@ans™ 1lr genorally
subscribed to ("$here arcn't any jobs srouna here") and the goals implliod are in conflict
witn traditional go-ls [providing: for the children) in the. sense th«t there are no

wages to be had. Wgpe-earning becones en implivd goale No means are sveilable, "Setting
on the poeeh™ results,

4) thore appears to be & problem in aefining the "educatilon™ which Ls 8 wvulue.
W, do ncp wet have documentation that it was zl.ays & value in the mountein commmunitiles
sna 1t coulda not hsve peen so in the contemporary cense. since it was not known to
the more isolated communities. Irregular school etiendnce snd high “drop-out’ retes
dispose tdfhyyothesize what edncatlon does not rave hiphly in the hierarchy of mounia ln
values even Loduy. The ovarwhelming response of mountain mothers that they desire
their sons to g0 to college may reflect 4 porception of what is prestiglous to Bay
but not (apparently) o serlous motivation tor behavior. This may be & dircet function
of the ~mount of contact the communiiy hss with thc mass med 25 5

Ejucsticn as & "mesns™ ls certainly Ln conflict with the mountain traditions 1?
terms of the competitiveness, intergenerational mobility, etc. which it promoteaon “la
mugt attemot in our stmdy to further reflne tho meanlny of the educntionsl “value

in the mounts in communitye

5) The process of moving ifrom general to specliic orlentations seems opposei to
" HE R » 1 i a
Linton's notion of the commanicability ot gpecitllica {means) :irat, Jerhaps t
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behavior lesrned and sanctioned in school is a s wceitic” through which the values
it ilmplies are a®similatod. It mppears thut we musts look further into the question
ol socielizing: the school child.

Our gquallfication ol the Brovn and Schwarzwsllor theory fe that the initial
signlficant impingement upon ihe Decoy community by the @rost vocioty was {n the
form of desired material imppovomonts, things inherently communicable snd valued
in the zbs.ract by mountein morey,

+he second step, in lime, includes severa)l feclors: 1) Corwmnication incres:re bore
an intrinsic value within the contexl of wountaia s ciety vecause of thu pressure ol
isolation, thurufor a susceptibility to the new, the interesting, the tedlum-intarrupting.
A1 example 1n other communities ls the rowement Jown to the new rond away irom better
faromlaend 2} scquicliuion of saterinl goods ss & vel forced a purtlal centact an.
partieipation in the urbsn-incustrizl milleu in terms of wage jobs, non-farm endezvors.
3} Ever incressing contact with the Grewter *sefzly eotsblishod the prestige of the
outside worid anu the low stantus of mountain culbure and society. Some factors in
cre.ting this imegv among the mountain people ray have been nomerical sageriority
of the Vreat “oclety, ite identification with th. daesiresble, natoerial pocds and
interesting life, power manifestcea ln technology, railroads, nines, electricity and
the capaclity to produce satericl ;oods.

Two resutts of this seguunce to prestige fo: the Uresi Saciety and low status
for thu mountein prople aro 1) unomie in terms of loss ®f veluo %o old means of livins
while old ende are retslned {femily life, indopcidenca), Mo Llntegrated view ies left
or lmpuise to -ction since the traditfonsl sna the innovaiion values sre ecexistent ;
ari in conilict; 2) evducstion gets prostipge vion its 1dentific£tion with high status gsopects
of the Lriuater ~ociety. It is & value as & asymbolpy not a method. Whether it then
aniieves chltural inteogration of the urban and rural wonld sppear to be 2 guestlon
of what values are tauuht using lts status. .duwstion sevme potentislly csp-ble of
.estroying or undermining; safficisntly critical ¢laments of mountain culturéﬂthat no
integratlon is posalble and all ihoso who sru educaled sheough high schod must leave
trn. community to avoid the conilLot: o

In interviewin;; to detormine wh-t the curront values are snmony different familias

in the community it rey ba possible to place then descriptively on the "soquence
0% change™ rocegss,

Iuterview Plan ESfiﬁL (QEQ;JIS!ir\ G{i}ﬂflﬁitJ

Services, K
£} hgnes Dinsmore,
supervisor of Home
3) 5.0, Bohanen, bLirector &
4} Albert “templer, County agric
5} kdnz kEitchle, recrezilon worker &
of tne region,
6} ILr, ¥.D, Vesztherford, Lxecutive lirector,
Beres Colluge, Beres, Kentuoky

ucky Lkeglonal lLavelopmont Propram at cuicksand.

vt. of Home Lconomicy, University of «oniucky, andDRistrict
pnstration ipents in the mountzin arva,

Lxtunsion SUrvices, Univorsity of Xentucky.

ural Agont, Enott County

e Hindman Sctilement School anéd a native

hern Appalechian Jtudies,

“e phail attempt to dotermine from these ruspnndents thelir ective knowledre
about the agente and processes of change in Decoy snd the historica quences, We
will glso try to find out thair own image of themselvea and others ae inndwators and

what attitudos or fsct &and value ptemises detormine thelr behsvior as lnnovators.




.8 will try to secure the same sort of intorration from Licitsl and Frankia
Luftf ancpdcitionslly &8 more dutalled hiatory of the chenges in the comwpazity.
Lo will atbempt to cover the followlng arese concerning the bufis Lnemselves:
A. Theinr own velues.
Sample™guestion: thet things ebout Decoy would you like %o have unchapgad?
Vet thinge weuld you like 10 &~ in yorr own Zamil: and
day-to-dey living th:at you can't do usw?

B The eources oX their values.

Lample yuuestione Can you think of new ldeuws sbtour life or whzt's "good”
that hav. come t0 you over the years? iVhen and whera?
€ Thelr lmage of the Greater SLoclety valuea?

Sample yuesption: How you think city teschere would fecl 2bout teachiug

in youk echool?

Ir, Curpent vulues in the commumjty®

Sumple yuestion; ‘Vhich fumildes cro most alike in the commanlty? (n what way?

Interviewing of cooeunity membors will wave to be very unstructured in order
not to "challunge" pecople. The study will be prerented as uw "thing we have io
write for our school s¢ we can gradunte. .o havdt to write up ¢ hiestory about a
oo 1 coppunity and since we got o fnow wo muny of\tho clolden dwring +the summs?
w8 thought we*d Juet come back and write sll ubout Desgy.”

Sgmple question: "6an you remember bock to whet th

in your Grand-daddy's time? Vhen

p vare diftereant in Decoy
you filpure they :huuwg0d?

MH plan to interview peven .key injormebsa:

1) Kilt Joeeph = Ape 4b; wife agpe 26, seven children yousger than 12. feonomic base
Tor family 1s 20 ncrer of corn »nd 1ileld peas, spproximst:ly 816G income . Milt

ix an "oldtimer" ani hunts Ceneing for shipment to hew York, approximztwly £500
worth ennuslly. san and wifo read and write, They own s wule end *two pigs. The
Joauphs are & "scoial prablem” in the cosmunity because of their pcor treatment

of the chiladren.

2) Hoke smith - ppe 39; wife age 3b, two children at home, one at Hindwe n High
School. Living on 300 acres belonging i~ a brothers, ke:p oaly a garden. Annusl
income from carpeniry and ranaging the poet office smounte to anproxim hely {1200
{Lr8, Smith is postmistrees - {60/mo.). Llementery school eduers tien.

3} Dban Comba - Age 45; wife ags 38, 10 childscn, sovenr a” homeé. Duecoy*s rprogressiva”
farmer, farms th. ity acres {hyutrid corn, milk cowa, etc.}. He sork4 fuil iime for

the hiphway uepsrtment in the County. Combs are the farthart lemily up lawel Fort
wvhese ch.ldren attend school, approximstely thres miles, no meei.

4} Hill Smith - lrankie *ufi'e brother, Hoke'e father., Farme 1HE acrqe, 5 cowy.
chickens, & mule and horsu. feceives o penslon; ol xth grade sduwatlrn.

B} Vanie uYmith - Frankie *uff'e sister, not garried; n.e liv.d in tho famiyy
homestcad, a log cubin, all her life.

6} "vhiskey" Jack Bailey - l'ive childr n at home., They do not ro to school. He
hee no formel cduc-tian, makes corn whifrey tor sale (not legi), 13 cazetnxer

for undeveloped coul company property on which he Lives. Homesite ls paamt ftombs
upy the tork, no electricity, B cows, 2 mules,

?) J.B., Smith .. Twelve children ot home (including "J.B. Junior"} incluali¢ a
four month old daby +till unnzmed. He has no formul educoti n sna children
attene school irregulerly, are considered”bright”. J.B, earns {8fday in a

snxll cosl mine, rides hie mule to the mine over a trail he hus hewn over the
meunitaein..




