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28 Larkin, Ethel Estella (1877 — 1971), Papers, 1882 — 1967
1.2 linear feet

INTRODUCTION

A collection of correspondence, employment and financial records, political
documents, photographs, and other materials related to Ethel Larkin’s activities in
Pittsburg, Kansas, as well as some materials pertaining to her husband, James F. Larkin.
See also Collection 27, Orla S. Casad, Collection, 1858-1938.

DONOR INFORMATION
The Ethel Estella Larkin Papers were received by the Leonard H. Axe Library of
Pittsburg State University from Gene DeGruson in the early 1980s.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Ethel Estella Casad Larkin was born on December 5, 1877, in Lebanon, Illinois.
She was the eldest of five girls born to Orla Samuel Casad and Allie Babcock Casad. In
1879 the Casad family lived in La Mesilla, New Mexico, for a short time. Ethel and her
mother soon returned to Summerfield, Illinois, to live with the Babcock family until Orla
Casad disposed of his printing business interests in New Mexico. The Casad's soon left
Illinois for Kansas. They settled first in Beulah, where Ethel received her early
education, and then moved to Pittsburg, where she spent the rest of her life. Ethel married
James F. Larkin in 1900. Larkin, born in 1878, began work for the Kansas City Southern
Railroad in January of 1898. During his years with the railroad he held the positions of
freight brakeman, freight conductor and yardmaster. Larkin was initiated into the
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (B.R.R.T.) on February 12, 1899, and held
membership in the Pittsburg Lodge #107. The couple had no children. Ethel Larkin was
an active member in the Pittsburg community, holding the positions of Justice of the
Peace, secretary of the Board of Public Welfare, and Clerk of the City Court. She was
also active in the Republican Party, was a member in several civic and lodge
organizations, and a member of the First Methodist Church. James Larkin died in 1919
and Ethel Larkin died in 1971.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Ethel Estella Larkin Papers are comprised primarily of correspondence,
employment records, political campaign materials, photographs, and materials related to
her public offices. The collection is arranged into seven series: Correspondence,
Employment, Government, Financial, Writings, Photographs, and Miscellaneous.

The Correspondence Series is composed of postcards, with a few letters,
arranged chronologically from 1901 to 1967. Before 1920 most of the correspondence is
between Ethel and James Larkin — while James is working away from home for the
railroad or while Ethel is visiting family in Illinois and other locations. Much of the later
correspondence is from family and friends of Ethel Larkin’s discussing family or social
news. Many of the postcards are from nephews, nieces, and friends on holidays or while
they are traveling. Unidentified, undated, and unused postcards and envelopes are filed at
the end of the series.
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The Employment Series is made up of both James’ and Ethel’s employment
records. Kansas City Southern Railway Company documents consisting of envelopes,
passes, clearance cards, train orders, business cards, and examination certificates are
included. Documents from the Board of Public Welfare in Pittsburg include certificates
of appointment, employee passes, monthly reports, applications for permits, and a list of
motion pictures reviewed by the Kansas Board of Review. A motion picture review from
the Daughters of the American Revolution Society is also included. The Board of Public
Welfare materials concern dances, carnivals, vaudeville and stage performances, family
visits, arrests, and commitments to state schools. Oversized items in this series are in a
separate box and include regulation posters for the Board of Public Welfare and an
initiation poster of James F. Larkin into the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, Lodge
#107.

The Government Series is comprised of both local and national political
materials involving Ethel Larkin from 1916 until 1936. The local documents include
cards for various Republican candidates throughout the southeast Kansas area,
certificates of nomination, and various letters. The national documents, mostly from
1936, include election materials supporting the Republican candidates Alf Landon and
Frank Knox. Included are brochures, flyers, and political cartoons.

The Financial Series includes various documents and records kept by the
Larkins. Included are receipts, payment and expense figures, memorandum on household
expenses from 1933 to 1935, an attendance and fee collection book from 1917 and 1918,
a sale list for type and printing supplies, as well as war ration booklets from 1941.

The Writings Series includes an autobiography of Ethel Larkin written about
1895. Also included are the pledge, bylaws, and minutes of the Pansy Club, a self-
betterment club attended by Ethel Larkin. Other materials include poems and essays on
the various topics of missionary work in China, King David of Israel, sculpture, and
movies of the year.

The Photographs Series consists of photographs of James and Ethel Larkin,
before their marriage and after, as well as a few later portraits of Ethel Larkin. Also
included are images of family and friends, and numerous unidentified photos.

The Miscellaneous Series includes local memorabilia, souvenirs, programs,
flyers, study materials on writers and musicians, pronouncing calendars, postal
regulations, brochures, articles, almanacs, and advertising materials. The contents of this
series date from 1882 to 1964. Among the items in the series is a newspaper article on
Ethel Larkin celebrating her 87" birthday in 1964.
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FOLDER LIST

Correspondence Series

f.l 1901 - 1909

f.2 1910 - 1912

f.3 1913 - 1920

f.4 1921 - 1930

.5 1931 — 1950

f.6 1951 — 1960

f.7 1961 — 1967

f.8 Undated cards, postcards, envelops
£.9-10 Unused postcards
Employment Series

f.11 Railroad

f.12 Board of Public Welfare
.13 Oversized materials

Government Series

f.14 Local

.15 National

Financial Series

.16 1903 - 1943

Writings Series

f.17 Poems, essays and miscellaneous
Photographs Series

.18 Ethel and James Larkin

.19 Ethel Larkin

.20 Family, miscellaneous and unidentified

Miscellaneous Series

f.21 Memorabilia, souvenirs, programs
.22 Autograph book

.23 Study materials

f.24 Brochures, almanacs, articles

.25 Advertising materials
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INDEX LIST

Allen, W. Rosco

Arizona, Jerome Junction, 1917

Arkansas, Eureka Springs

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad

Austin, William C.

Autograph Books

Babcock, Roscoe

Barnthouse, M. R.

Barker, Edwin C.

Barr, Nellie

Barr, R. H.

Barr, William

Barrett, Ola

Barrow, Mary Ward

Bates, Katherine Lee

Beck, Clarence V.

Beiser, Charlotte

Benjamin A. Fuller, American Legion Post
#64, Pittsburg, Kansas

Bertone, James

Biederwolp, Ida C.

Bill, Lizzie

Birch, Emmett

“Birth of a Nation”

Bishop, Frank W. (1886 — 1938)

Bishop, Jean

Blair, Florence

Blythe, J. T.

Board of Public Welfare, Pittsburg, Kansas

Bon Homme Club, Pittsburg, Kansas

Bosely, Lyda

Bowman Undertaking Company, Pittsburg, Kansas

Boyd, Leonard

Bray, Jack

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen
Bumgarner, Ralph

Burch, R. A.

Burke, O. C.

Burnett, C. A.

Caldwell, Rozella K.

f.11
f.3
.9
f.3
.15
.22
f.6
f.11
f.21
f.4,5
f.11
.5
f.3-6
£.17
f.4
.15
f.12

£.12,21
.12
f.1-3
.20
f.2,3
f.21
f.21
f.5-6
£.17,20
f.11
£.12,13
.12
f1,2,4
.21,25
f.14
.12
£.11,13
.12
.15
.12
f.14
.12
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INDEX LIST (continued)

Campbell, Olive D.

Camping

Capper, Arthur (1865-1951)

Carlson, Frank (1893-1987)

Carter, Jim

Carter, Ethel L.

Casad, Allie Mary Babcock (1853 — 1933)
Casad, Jessie

Casad, Nona

Casad, Orla Samuel (1846 — 1928)

Casad, Roland C.

Censorship of films, 1920s

Censorship of films, 1940s

Chamber of Commerce, Pittsburg, Kansas

Cherokee Homecoming, Cherokee, Kansas, 1936

China
Clothing and dress, 1890s
Clothing and dress, 1900s

Coffeyville Business College, Coffeyville, Kansas

Colorado, Hugo

Comstock, Helen

Convention Hall, Kansas City, Missouri
Cook, W. C. and Company

Cornelisen, O.

Courthouse, Fort Scott, Kansas
Courthouse, lola, Kansas

Courthouse, Kansas City, Missouri, 1910
Courthouse, Nevada, Missouri
Courthouse, Wichita, Kansas

Cowden, A. L.

Crabtree, Harold

Crawford County Benefit Club, Kansas, 1940s
Currie, Lena

Curtis, Charles (1860-1936)

Dances, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1930s
Dances, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1940s
Daughters of the American Revolution Society
Denney, Pauline T.

Depot, Hutchinson, Kansas

Dingman, Ella

Duff, Dewey

Dummit, Florence
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f.4
.16
f.15
.15
f.5-7
f.5-7
f.2-4
£.1,2,6,7
£.17
f.1,4,21
.15
f.12
.12
f.21
f.21
.17
.18-20
1.18-20
.16
f.3

.5
f.2,8
.25
f.11
.5

f.6

f.2

.9

.5
f.14
f.8
f.12
.12
f.4,14
.12
f.12
f.5,12
f.6

f.3
f.12
.12
f.8
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INDEX LIST (continued)

Dunlap, O. R.

Eagles Hall, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1930s

Elections, 1936

Elliott, Viola

England

Epworth League, Methodist Church, 1910s

Euterpean Fraternity of America

Farm and Labor Union, Crawford County,
Kansas, 1940s

Farm Prices, Oklahoma, 1914

Fink, Besse

First Baptist Church, Parsons, Kansas

First Baptist Church, Pittsburg, Kansas

First Methodist Episcopal Church, Parsons, Kansas

First National Bank, Pittsburg, Kansas

First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas

First State Bank, Pittsburg, Kansas

Foulks, A. S.

Fourth of July, Girard, Kansas

Friend, Carl E.

Friend, F. G.

Gallagher, J. T.

Gallyon, Josephine

Gingles, Della

Goodsmith — Woolard Publishing Company,
Wichita, Kansas

Goodwin, Pearl

Gore, Katie

Grandle, Margaret

Grocers, Pittsburg, Kansas

Guyer, U. S.

Harp, Floyd

Harp, Orlena

Harper, Ira L.

Hartwig, Jessie

Hazen, Alfred G. (1877-1937)

Hazen, Allie Lenora (1881 — 1959)

Hazen, James Q. Harvey (1912- )

Herring, Emma

Hobbs, Charles F.

Hollinger, L. L.

Hope, Clifford R.

f.4
f.12
£.14,15
f.2,4,6
.10
f.2
f.21

£.12
f.3
.12
f.2
f.1
f.2
.16
f.9
.25
f.14
£.17
.15
f.1
f.11
f.2
f.6

.25
£.17
f.12
f.6
.25
.15
f.8
f.8
f.14
.12
f.1
£.1,2,5,21
f.21
f.6
.15
.25
.15
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INDEX LIST (continued)

Horses

Howard, Robert

Huffman, Anna V.

Indiana, Terre Haute, 1904

Israel, Sam

Jackson, Besse

Jackson, Della

Jefferson, A. C.

Johnston, C. E.

Jones, Bea B.

Kansas, Arlington, 1912

Kansas, Beulah

Kansas, Cherokee, 1936

Kansas City Southern Railway Company

Kansas Federation of Women’s Clubs

Kansas, Girard, 1880s

Kansas, Pittsburg

Kansas, Pittsburg, 1880s

Kansas, Pittsburg, 1930s

Kansas State Board of Review, Motion
Pictures, 1941

Kidder, Charles W.

Kilgore, C. S.

Knox, William Franklin (1874 — 1944)

Ku Klux Klan, Coffeyville, Kansas, 1924

Ku Klux Klan, Junior Klan, 1924

Lambertson, W. P.

Landon, Alfred Mossman (1887 — 1987)

Lane, Josiah

Larkin, Ethel Estella (Casad) (1877 —1971)

Larkin, Grace

Larkin, James F. (1878 — 1919)

Larkin, Orrie

Lenski, Regina

Lincoln Park, Pittsburg, Kansas

Long, Lillie

Lorenzen, Leola

Louise, Jane

Lyngar, W. N.

Maier, Adolf

Mann, Ella

Martin, Albert

McDonald, B.

.18
.7

f.12
f.1

f.8
£.17,20
f.4

f.3

f.11
f.2,3
f.2

£.17
f.21
f.11
f.21
£.17
£.11,12,14,21,24
£.17
f.21

f.12
£.17
f.4
.15
f.4

f.4
f.15
.15
f.1
f.1-8,11-22
f.8
f.1-3,8,11,13,16,18,21
f.1
f.21
£.12,21
.20
f.4

f.6
f.14
.12
f.2

.12
f.3
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INDEX LIST (continued)

McGugin, Harold £.15
McLean, J. E. f.11
McPherson, Aimee Semple (1890-1944) .8
Mercedes, Mary f.5
Metcalf, J. W. f11
Methodist Church, Arlington, Kansas f.2
Methodist Episcopal Church, Pittsburg, Kansas .16
Miller, Bert f.17
Milverstedt, K. f.3
Missionary Work, China f.17
Missouri, McDonald County f.21
Montgomery, James f.17
Moose Hall, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1930s f.12
Morrison, Robert (1782-1834) f.17
Moss, Louise f.8
Motion Pictures, 1920s f.12,17
Murphy, J. E. f.11
National Committee on Patriotic Literature f.21
New Grand Theater, Pittsburg, Kansas f.21
New Mexico, 1870s f.17
Nicholas, C. C. f1
Nicholas, Lucille lone f.2
Nichols, Elizabeth S. f4
Nichols, J. W. f.3
Norris, E. S. f.3
Ochletree, Mart f.3
Oddfellows Hall, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1930s f.12
O’Donnell, Dan f.12
Oil Drilling, Arizona, 1917 f.3
Oklahoma, Jet, 1910 f.2
Oklahoma, Miami, 1930s f5
Opie, Melvin f.12
Order of the Eastern Star f.4-6
Oregon Short Line Railroad Company f.11
Palmer, Anna 6,7
Palmer, John f.6
Palmer, Orlena Faye Casad (1890 - 1963) £.3,21
Palmer, Parker f.5,6
Pansy Club, 1897 f.17
Patterson, J. B. f.15
Phelman, B. f5
Phelps, Etta f.1
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INDEX LIST (continued)

Picadura Import Pickings

Pittsburg High School, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1910

Plumb, W. T., Optometrist

Postcards

Prices, 1894

Provorse, Belle

Public Health Nursing Association, Pittsburg
Kansas

Reed, Frank H., Wading Pool

Rees, Ed H.

Republican Party, Crawford County, Kansas

Republican Party, Kansas

Resler, L. M.

Rhodes, J. J.

Rice, Charles S.

Richards, Annie

Riggins, Maggie

Robb, George

Robison, Lena

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1882 — 1945)

Russell, W. H.

Ryan, Frank J.

San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad

Santa Fe Railroad

Scott, Ira O.

Scott’s Emulsion, Scott and Browne, New York

Seeley, Ava

Shanes, P. D.

Skinner, Bessie

Sloan, Lucy

Smith, Charles E.

Smith, Clarence H.

Smith, E. B.

Smith, Josephine Mildred Casad (1897 - )

Smith, W. Dean, Chiropractor

Snyder, Byron S. ( - 1924)

Snyder, Kathleen J. (1858 — 1931)

Southern Pacific Railroad Company

Steam Ferry, Prices, 1918

Stowers, Lula

Stuessi, Florence F.

Sturgis, Lucinda

.25
f.21
.25
f.1-10
.25
.7

.25
f.21
.15
£.14,15
£.14,15
f.14
.15
f.2,3,8
.5

f.4
.15
f.8
.15
.12
f.15
f.11
£.3,24
.15
.25
£.6,7
f.1
£.17
f.12
£.5,6,8
f.14
f.8
£.3,5,6,8,21
.25
f.21
f.21
f.11
f.3
£.17
f.3
£.17
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Stwalley, Neola

Sulgy, Minnie

Summers, V. E.

Swan, Winnie S.

Thompson, Keith

Tintype

Tucker, W. S.

Union Station, Kansas City, Missouri
United States, Cavalry, 8" Regiment, 1908
United States, Infantry, 21% Regiment, 1908
United States Post Office, 1917

United Verde and Pacific Railway Company,

Verde Tunnel and Smelter Railroad Co.

Valentines, 1910s

Viets, Emma M.

Wager, Holmes

Wagons

War Taxes

Ware, Eugene Fitch (1841-1911)
“Washerwoman’s Song, The”
Washington School, Pittsburg, Kansas
Wedell, Hugo T.

Wesley, Charlotte

West, Will G.

Wilderman, Flora

Women'’s Clubs, Pittsburg, Kansas, 1890s
Wood, Alfa

World War, 1939-1945, Rations
Wright, Beulah

Wright, Eperva

Young, Agnes M.

Young, Jane

Zinc Smelters, Pittsburg, Kansas

f.3
f.1
f.14
f.4
£.12
.18
f.14
f.3-5
f.1
f.1
f.24

f.11
f.2

£.12
f.4

.18
f.3

f.21
f.21
f.21
f.15
.5

f.15
f.1

£.17
£.17
.16
f.21
£.17
.12
f.7

£.17
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