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Q. W¥hen did you first go to Vietnam? What ves the date?

Ao Aug, 1667,

Q. liow old were yvou then?

A. 20 ycars old, W

U, Were-veudn_school here? dW"J.M g /J&,‘J;w% ‘f'W"“"/"fILM

h. I had finisied my freshman yearyin June of 1966. TJT=was—dratted—in S&pt.—1956.

I was in the army fm%ﬂfJ—Ua—»ej»Hf—J_,LSéw fuo fc.dra gnd one of them
was in Vietnam.

Q. Was—it—us ;~-_1’1 i 3—:551' rr’g na——yms" © h\,,..\br"'

A. Noy T kneow abdul ore cc.uu school When T casne dmm~1fere for a post
surmer SCaSiLn CUl)th, ul;i-l-e-—l—-wm-}mfe I got a draft notice. /[My mother called
and she took it bhack up to the dratt board and they told her to tell him to '
come and gee us and I got a deferment for one year_._]

Q. Being-dn gchonl did not keen yau deferred, did it?

A,  Noy—nen

Q. How-d id—yau_ﬁacLalmMmg_duA-&ed-?-——Bh%—vm—fwl—fn1 " d?

A, Nog—wet-teabty. T think I was always patrictic. I-#hinkedt wvas something
that was inevitable at the time. ‘het" 1 was going to be drafted and I think
that m 1!\:}1 wus the most pEOple *hnL h..:d ever becn drqftcd 86,000 people. ol Wi

Q. That—was in Septi1966.

A. Yes.

Q. You weren't—volunteording.

A. I 't woluat : ther. Had I known then what I know now. .

Q. You would_ have been better offif -you-had-velunteered;-is-that what you're.saying?

A. No, ne. T would have been better off not going.

Q. Of course,_the war was /just beginning to heat up then, did you have any idea
of why or what the war/was all about?

A. I don't know if I didy't follow it.

Q. Did you watch it on Ahe TV

A. mostly newspapers.

Q. Why did you think you were being sent to Vietnam?

A. To stop communigt aggression.

Q. This is what our.country is asking you to do?

A. That's what ¥ thought.

Q. Where did they send you for your basic training?

A. Ft. Hood, Texas.

Q. When you finished that when did you go?

A. 1 stayed there for the st year and then Vietnam the second year.
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What was your tra'.ini.n_-: at Tt. doed, did chev gct you into the infantry right
then?
My basic t.uJ .«\IT training was in tanks.

flow did you get in to the tanks?

That's just the way my scores came out and that's what they needed. I think
they're saying now that there is lot more manipulation, almost down to the
individual than &hey were aware of of A,

I hadn't heard that«” You mean there was political influence?
Yes. I'm trying-to remember where I read this. It was in Time or Newsweek.
This was somebody's theory.

llow long ago did-you read this?
Maybe a year/ego.

That would be sometlﬁ/ng/interesting to follow up? ‘
I know where it was I read it in the hook ﬂ%} Lai, 1 was 10 miles north of

et
~ there and it oc;m‘red while I was there.

Wha twanr—yormr—Job-as—a—taakman? M'}"'{'M"W ,L-;Jv
Itls called -the loadeb—Jt-was-an~-M—-48.tank. I trained on a M=60. The M-60
was a little more advanced.

How much trainjm‘g‘ did you have before you went over, about a year?
Not quite a_y@ar, 7 months.

[
Do yoLLhi-n.b-you—-wt-re-de then? M”" F"IM 3'”: : 2
Yes,_ yes—we—wore. mwere- lmndpicioirrg this unit 1people who were serving
all over the world. Particular M.0.S.'s, sergeants, people who had served in
Korea. THey put the unit together. When everybody got there, about 800, we
started to go out and do maneuvers in Texas, which was similar to Vietnam, as
far as the heat. .

T@e@was an armored division?
Well, I don't know.

We came out of the lst Armored Division, but we weren't
it was one of the first units to use tanks and armored personnel carriers in
that terrajn.

You w Yy to V f*ﬂm ,;{.p] ng 1967.
We—-weng—oa—-a-troo-p—ahip. }* rom Texas to Oakland, California, to get

on alélip. Took 11 daysA’Wh ..L,C»a-

You were-with then?
1 was with ﬁm‘guys I had met in basic l:raining. We stayed together the entire
two years. Gt st

Did _you.all survive.
Nes-several didn't.

Where did the ship, were you on one ship? Were the tanks with you?
No, a month before we left, we put the tanks on a train at Ft. Hood and
they were put on a ship at Beaumont.




Lo dwdest &
Vhore—did—you—tand—i0~VICidn?
Chu Lal. That's about 20 miles scuth of Danang.

What-was—-your-first—freelings—when—yoli 0t L‘Jnr/{z Tell me a Tittle atour that,
Ve were pretty well trained, but scared, ‘e had looked at the country for

half a day because we came over on ship. It was like World War IT, everybody

on deck, I thought it was going to be a beach invasion. But they had a dock and
brought us right up to it and then loaded us on trucks.

What—was—yon~firsb—inpression?

It was scary, the unknown. T just didn't know what to expect, TPeople were
different. 1 remember coming into the land. We came into Danang on a big

troop ship and then they put us on LSD's and took us down from Danang to Chu Lai.
When we were going down there we passed a place on the land that was jungle, and
you said, "Boy, look at that." It was just like the jungle you see on TV.

But Chu Lai was pretty well settled.

Scinle’?rf—the—g\wg-tﬂkeﬂbwt—um_hea&%&&—immou?
t was terrible. I had a heat rash from the day I got there until the day
I left. After a while you just ignored it.

What—eansed—it—do—you—tirink?

Jugt-not—used—to- it.
Arva A L-WM NI poner .7 g
Son i paya—tadked—about_the smell?

I looked at that as just part of the culture. A lot of our people were
narrow-minded. These people must be something less because the American way
is the best way and these people didn't live like us.

Hoy_wuere-the-people—tiving—that-yourwaw?

Once you gol past a pretty good size village, about 250 people, that was

civihzed"‘ But after Lllat lumblng was non-existent. ok
TL Vit paanis At i T el Nﬂ;‘y

The effec,t o ﬁ the erlcans was one of looking dowa on the

Yesy—i--thought—go——Being -less—intettigen t/

-

Did you feel-that—way Y you
N, I don't think-so. [I never really had any feelings about any of them.

Did you-have much to do with a‘ny‘nf*the‘peogle?
L.did—eeme: 1 like to meet people, v ?'H" Mﬂrwf o .

Tell—me—about—gomeof—them—Pid—yout¥y to carry on a conversation wimhem?

I met a man, I think we were rlell 10. There was a man who came around with his

family and we would pay him to ml up our sand bags, pay him a penny apiece.
would do a thousand a day. iean-money.

Is that about all you had to do with them?
Ye everal—times. We were there for
about 2 months. Three or four times we ate with them. They had fish and greens.

You—thought—they-were—pretty nice people?
W ry.
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Could they- talk-with—you™Ta Coglich?
There was always somcbody in the village who could speak English.

What.zcecened to-bo-their-abt-tude—towards—Americans?
They were glad to have us there for the money, but it ceews most of them
resented us there [ighting their war. That was the impression I got.

THey resented -that?

Yesr In every village there was a lot of people who just ignored you and they
were probably the real nationalists. It was like, "I don't like you, but

we can co-exist.” And then there were some people who were always helpful,

How did you feel about that? You were over there helping these people. Were
you a little put out that they didn't appreciate you more?

I didn't™ Faonally because all the people I came into contact were friendly
and appreciative. It was different in the bigger cities.

You—dtdnmtt—oxperdience—that—personally.

No, it was all small villages where I was. Chu Lai was even rural. Not as

big as Elliottville. I remember a place called Tam Ky. Tt was like going to
Owingsville. It was big enouph to have a town square and a policeman, but

that was the whole town. We went into a restaurant there and it was one of

my first experiences, tlie owner of the place you could tell he was apprehensive.
He wanted us to come in, but he was apprehensive. I don't know if somebody

had wrecked the place before or what.

How—eeutd—you—tetl?
He—was—jusl.a-little—teery.

He must have had-a-bad-experience?

I guess. Somewhere along the line his family came in. We weren't wild or
anything and he served us a dinner. We didn't know what we were eating. THey
advertised hLamburger. Dut we got whatever he was eating. It cost us about
80¢ for the whole meal. We just had a nice time,

Did-this—happen~ecarly in_your time over there?
Yeahy—probably- in-Nov.-er—Dec,—1967.

Did you have anything to do with the ARYN's?
Our unit had ARVN soldiers that worked with us. We had several interpreters.

What-did-you-think of those guys?

I was impressed with most of them. It's like anything else, The people who
are sincere about what they're doing do a better job most of the time. And it
was just like our soldiers. The good soldiers were the ones who were
conscientious and there were others who weren't. Most of the ARVN's had a
better ideca of what the war was about than we did.

Hew=long—were—yotu—with—the— ARV 5?

We were with them the whole year.

Did they fight with you? -

They might be on the same operation with us, but would be sweeping in a different
direction. Everybody was aware of where they were in case they got into trouble
we could help.
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But the general feeling about the ARVE's wore that they were zeod soldiers,

knew what they were doing and they had a good idea of whv thew were fiphting?
For the most part, but you have to remeabsr that thore weren'r oo many of them.
p s ;

How many are you talking about?
In our unit, they might have been 10-15,

Were these men from the villages?
Yes, but they were regular army, stationed right there.

When do you get into vour tanks?

The tanks were down at the beach and we found our tanks. Then we were there

3 or 4 days and a guy on an APC got malaria and I had to replace him. I became
the right flank gunner on a track for the first 4 months,

What did you think of those vehicles?
They were uncomfortable, but pretty effective?

They tell me the guys never wanted to get inside them?

Well, that was the bad thing. Later on, after I was there awhile, we were
fighting regular NVA soldiers. They had RPG's, like a bazooka that was armor-
piercing. There was several times if you hit a land mine with an APC it wasn't
good to be in them. There were a lot of things flying around. It was dangerous.

Now that you've got this assignment as a gunner on an armored personnel carrier,
what do you do, go into action against the enemy?

We went through the village of Chu Lai right up llighway 1 about a mile and that's
where our headquarters were, it was called Fat City. That's where the squadron
commander was., We had A,B, and C troops. A troop went to Tat City and they

were there for or five days and then dispersed them. Then we came to Fat City
and they had structured buildings and a firing range. When we were first there
we only had a couple of missions because the enemy was further away in the hills.

You didn't have much contact with them?

No, not early. In the year I was there, the unit was engaged in eleven major
battles. The first major battle was the first week in Sept. about three

weeks after we got there. The first time we had anybody killed or wounded.

What were your impressions of that? Describe it.

What happened was that the enemy was bright enough to know that they were not
going to be able to confrong a platoon of armored personnel carriers, They
weren't going to go head to head. What they would try to do is get us off the
vehicles. There weren't any infantry troops around. And once you got off the
vehicles then you were on their ground. What we were doing was chasing one of
their units into a real dense area where if you went all the way through it

you'd come to the ocean. Half woods, half jungle. You could only go so far in
there and then we were told to dismount. So everybody on each APC becomes an
infantryman at that instant. We got off the tracks and about the first fifty
feet was clear. What they had done was dig holes just deep enough to stand in.
They did it in a circle. Then they covered the hole vp and had bamboo stidks and
twigs and sod covering it up and they would stand down in them and when the
infantryman came walking by, I think the first man I saw get killed there was
Francis Schwartz from New York. When he walked by they shot him in the foot and
when he fell down they shot him in the head. They're gonna get detected but they
kill 4 or 5 people real quick. And it causes panic, especially with green troops.
We were well trained, but training and real combat are two different things.

You can simulate a war as much as you want to, but you can't simulate the feeling.
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What was the feeling like? Descridbe it. Whoe were vou carrying, an M=-i6?
Yos, I had an M=16 and because I was a tank crewwan 1 bhad a 45, 1 don'tc know,
it's kind of like the eye of a hurricane, that moment when vou kncw that
something's going on. I don't know if I can describe it. If I thought about
it. It's exciting, but that can be misconstrued. It's not exciting like

watching the basketball team to to the NCAA tournament. The adrenalin flowed.

Were you walking along a path?
No, we were going on a line across.

Did you know you were going to walk into something?
No, we had no idea.

You didn't realize what they were doing to you?
The unit that we followed in there probably got down in holes and that was the
whole deal.

So this is a legson you learned the first time.

Oh, absolutely. You get that close to death and you get humble real quick.
Then ite frustrating. You say these people are really doing this, they're
really shooting. THey're using live bullets. You grow up in about a week.
Even a mature person becomes more mature.

What was your part in that first battle?

I was on the second line and when they entered the thick part of the jungle, the
guy who got killed, his best friend went in to get him and he got hit too.

What happened was, we were starting to go in there, in fact, one of the times

I wag really close to dying and I didn't for some reason. We walked in there
and I was next to walk in that same area. And the medic went down there and
they had pulled this guy out. He had been hit in the chest and the medic

looked at me and said, "Will you help me?" I stopped to help the medic and
that's why I didn't up in there.

How did you feel secing this guy die? .

Well, it was, I tell you. I don't know, it's just a helpless feeling. It's a
person one minute it's nothing. When they dragged the first guy out, I
remember. It's not only you have to be in this war, but they ask you to do
things like going to get your friends body. That's part of it. After the first
week, it became second nature., They dragged him out of there and over to a
track that had the back door there and it looked like he had a quarter of his
head was blown off. The foot would wasn't that bad, but it was the head wound
that killed him.

About 4 men killed?
Three died and another was wounded badly.

It didn't last long?
No, about thirty minutes.

Did you hit any of them.
No. When we finally found out where they were. Some of them escaped but some
of them were caught in their holes.
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How many of the eneny do you think was chere Lo degi
Probably 15.

Against how many?

70 or 80. One other thing. When they brought that first dead guy out, Frances.
You could do anything to him you wanted. Throw him around, kick him around.

I remember that was one of my first impressions of death. He became like a
doll., 1'll always remember that. It was so futile.

Did you know him well?
No, I remember him.

That was you firstu battle?

. Yes, that occurred between Highway 1 and the ocean. The next time it was back

in the wountains. We were chasing regular NVA infantry, that had been spotted
and got a call, we were supposed to go further up llighway 1, but they called us
up and said no we were going over there. 1 forget what they called it. 1 forget
the battle. The infantry unit had come in and fired on army personnel across
Highway 1 and then retreated into the hills. They called us, we were chasing
them for an entire day.

Were you in your vehicles?

Yes. They called us and we chased them and it was the first time that I saw
that they buried their people alive. When they had wounded they would take
them along. And then if it became inconvenient they would bury them if they
were still living.

How do you know that?
Because the graves were shallow, just barely covered.

How do you know they were alive?
Because we saw them, We took the dirt off and the people were still breathing.
One guy was shot in the shoulder and the leg and he was still breathing.

Was he dying? _
He was suffocating, but he wasn't dying from the wounds., In fact, they tried
to get information out of him. It was right at the base of a mountain. When
we got in there, there were fires still burning, food cooking. They just had
evacuated. They had wounded people and there were 3 or 4 graves around.

That was the battle. You were chasing them. Was this the search and destroy?
Yes, that's what we did. When we first got there, like the first week, they
knew we would not come into contact with any enemy, but they sent us out to
search. It scared us to death, but it was like training. They knew nobody was
out there. The whole country had enemies as far as I knew, which wasn't true.
Geographically, they had farmers by day and soldiers by night, but you didn't
know who they were. But normally you could walk around in any village and do
what you liked. The enemy, the Vietcong and NVA, were organized and had
headquarters out in the mountains.

But you would have to go out and get them?
Yeah, they would come in and attack a village.

How did you think about fighting them from vehicles? Did it work out for you?
‘No, it doesn't seem.

11
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Q. Were they adapted to that kind of fighting or were they useless?

A. They were almost useless because you go through a vice paddie with a 52 ten
vehicle you would get bogzed dowm and we spent a lot of time dicginy tanks and
tracks otu of the mud. THe time 1 spent during the monsoens in 1987 I was
more of an infantryman than anvthing else. And that was easier., Because there
was only you and your own equipment. On a tank you had extra equipment to
take care of. Everybody had to do maintenance. And you get studk in the mud
and you were a sitting duck. If they could get close enough with their mortars,
they's blow you up.

Q. I suppose they did a few times.

A. Yes, yes they did. They were always trying.

Q. 8o you spent a lot of time as a soldier with a rifle.

A. Yes.

Q. How were you organized then in squads or platoons?

A. We didn't abandon the vehicles. We stayed in one area. If they discovered the

. vehicles weren't right for the terrain, they just took them out. They were
uged for trangportation mostly.

Q. So it became foot soldier against foot soldier, right?
A. Yes.

Q. Your job was to go out and find them.

A. Yeah. We went out of 7 man patrols. There was always a patrol leader. I was
the M-60 machine gunner. Somebody always walked point. I was generally second
in line. 1t depended onr where you were. If there were a lot of booby traps,
then you had a point.

Q. When would you go out on these patrols?
A. At night, after dark and come back before morning.

Q. What did you think of that kind of operation?

A. It was silent, no communication. We were sent out a lot as a listening port,
stay in a certain spot. Engage the enemy 1if they got close enough but mostly
to listen. If the enemy was coming in your area, then you could shoot. Let
me tell you something real quick, the most miserable night I've ever spent in
my life. It was monsoon season, rained all the time, We were living in hooches,
almost like a neighborhood. We would do patrols at night and during the day
we would do what we wanted. It had rained all day, it was just miserable. We
knew we had to go on patrol. They put us in the back of a track and it would
take us as far as it could and then let us out. We would walk for another 500
or a thousand meters. Then the track would go back to base camp. I remember we
were all down there getting ready to get in this track and I thought about
letting everybody out behind the mess hall and not go out that night because
it was so miserable. And then when we got there I got right behind the driver.
We got there and set up an L-shaped patrol, right on the dikes. I sat with my
legs crossed, Indian style, and the water was in my lap. It rained all night
long and hard, I remember sitting there and the temperature had dropped and it
felt cold. I had on long johns, two pairs of pants, rain pants, 2 or 3 shirts,
field jacket, helmet, gloves. I was soaked to the skin. Couldn't see 5 feet.
My machine gun was submerged in water. And that's the way we stayed all night.
Didn't do a thing. Couldn't lay down, couldn't sleep. That's the worst night
in my life. We thought there was no way the enemy was dumb enough to come out
in that weather.
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How many hours?
From 10 at night until 5 or 5:20 in the morningz.

You did a lot of that, didn't you.
Yes.

You did a lot of searching, but very little destroying.
Right.

Did it become frustrating.
It seemed like it was futile. A lot of time and money spent. Didn't get any
results.

Did you get discouraged?
Oh, yeah.

Was the morale low?

It was in a lot of infantry units because people didn't necessarily train
together and they were thrown together and didn't know each other. Our
advantage was that we had been together for a year. Our morale was better.
I don't think we were as discouraged, but frustrated,

Did you get angry?

Yeah. Whenever somebody was killed or wounded, I think is when you felt the
most frustration. To watch people, expecially when people die and you are
limited in how you can react. You can't just jump out of the fox hole and fire
aLt the Germans 300 meters away., That wasn't how it was, they would be gone.
That's what was frustrating. It wasn't necessarily good friends, either, just
a human life. It was such a waste.

You remember the guys in your squad pretty well? How long did you stay together?
about 2% or 3 months.

Do you remember them now?

Well, as a matter of fact, the sergeant who was the leader of the patrol, he
was a former student here in 1961. He was on a football scholarship. His

name was Robert Thurston from Portsmouth, Ohio. He was an E-6. The platoon
sergeant was also a former student here from Olive Hill. His name was Don
Gilliam. He was here in 1951. He had been in 16 years. Thurston had a harder
time than the rest of us because he was overweight. He was a good soldier.

I never heard of three guys from the same school in the same patrol.
THey were picked because they were specialists.

Did those two guys survive?

As far as T know. We didn't get rotated as much as the other units. Most of

us stayed a whole year together. Thurstun left the country. Gilliam is retired
and lives in West Point, Ky.

Do you ever hear from him.

Nol



Q.

!‘l ¥

Q.
A,

A,

10 114

Yho were the other guvs inthe patrol?

I'm trying to remember. One guy was from New York State. Ille was a big guy.
Farmer type. lle preferred the winter and talked about canping when he came
back. There was a guy from Pennsylvania. e was the other machine gumner,
This guy vho carried my ammo was from Philadelphia. lle was about 6'2" and
weighed 140 pounds.

That was the scven of yeu?
We always had a medic., T can't remember him., Thexe was somebody else who
carried a M-79.

It's kind of remarkable that you all survived.
As far as I know we did.

Were you wounded?
No, I was never wounded. "

You got through in one piece?

I suffered wounds as a result of the war, but not a direct result. 1 was
backing up an APC where there hooches were lined up. Thurston told me to move
the vehicle. The latch to the driver's compariment wasn't closed and I didn't
have my helmet on. And the hatch fell down and hit me on the head and I bit
through my lip. Another time we were on a hill and ran into units of the NVA.
There were 2 artillery units and they put us on the perimeter. Every day
somebody had to clean out the outhouses and burn it. This was one of the first
times we had new people. One day the sergeant told me to take this new guy and
go on this detail. So he and I went. I asked him if he knew where the fucl
point was. They had diesel fuel and JP-4 fuel, which the jet planes used.

I told him t> get 5 gallons of diesel and he came back with JP-4 and sprinkled
it on. I got down there on the edge to light it and it exploded in my face.

I got 2nd degree burns. Wasn't really that bad. I never got hurt in combat.

You were in eight major valleys?

This one particular day was the worst battle I was in., I remember going out

a couple of miles with infantry units. They would ride out on our tracks for

so far. We went to one area across a small river and stayed there as a blocking
force because-they thought the enemy was in a particular place. What happened
was the NVA had come down and dug into the mountain and they have 2 horseshoe
shaped tunnels at the base of the mountina and they were underground. They were
in there. This infantry unit walked right in there. They called in gunships and
the first one was shot down. They called us to come over there. What happened
was two trucks came in first. On the left was rice paddies and the mountains
were on Lhe right. It looked like an old country lane, but they had one tunnel
dug under the lane and a heavy track would cave in. I was in the tank and the
gunner, he was always on a tank broken dewn and hadn't seen any action. We
closed the hatches and were sitting in there and the tank commander said we were
stuck and going to have to do something. The fighting had slowed down some.
This was an ambush. The infantry unit was 200 meters to our front. Another

guy came on the radio and said an RPG round was landing near you. So we got out.
I had an M-79 and dropped it and never even stopped to get it. The second
platoon came up. I ran over to the nearest track but a medic was working on

two wounded guys and I couldn't get in. So me and another guy went around the
back and we saw an enemy soldier getting up in this ditch. It was that old
confrontation, we didn't know what to do. I was there almost 7 months before

I saw an enemy soldier, you actually came eyeball to eyeball.
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How far away was he?
About the length of this building, mavbe a little lessz. I didn't sheoz at
him and he didn't shoot at me. ie had his weapen ready.

You didn't have any instinct to shoot him?

Well, I didn't have any weapon. I had a pistol cn my hip, but I didn't remember
it. We turned around and ran back to another track. The tank commander had gone
to another tank. We had lost our troop commander, he had been shot in the
stomach, The infantry had about 18 of their 25 guys killed the first barrage.

We could see where the enemy was over at the base of the hill shooting. For

gome recason, this Captain started running at them shooting his pistol. He got
killed and we retrieved him.

What did you think of the officers you had?

We had some advantages because we trained together. The Lt. graduated 2nd in
his class from West Point. When we heard he was coming we thought he would be
a turkey but he was one of the best we had, a really nice guy. We had good
officers and bad officers. The man who replaced our Lt. who got shot and sent

" to Japan, it seems was from an .OVC school. He had taken ROTC. The second day

he gathered all the men in the platoon and introduced himself. He stood on top
of one of the tracks and showed us these two books. He said he knew all about
this war becuase he had read about it. We had a West Point man who had
identified with us and didn't hold his rank over us, and here comes this new
guy with a really bad attitude, we were subordinates. DBut he was a subordinate
because we were veterans of the war. There were about 60 people there and all
but 2 or 3 walked away. I kncw more about it because I had been there 6 months.
After avhile a couple of the old sergeants set him straight, He didn't last
long. I think he was only there a couple of months. He went to headquarters.

It seems to me the NVA gave you a hard time?

Oh, yeah. They'd come down the Ho Chi Minh trail as part of a big offensive.
Maybe 2 or 3 days before this incident and they told us they were going to
have a B-52 strike. We were about 2 or 3 miles from Laos, and the Ho Chi Minh
trail was about a mile and a half into Laos. They had 2 B-52's from Bangdok.
THey were dropping 2 thousand pound bombs about 4 miles from us, the other side
of a small mountain, I could see the glow and it shook our vehicle. It was a
memorable night. It was so destructive that I remembered I felt sorry for the
enemy; becausé they were within a mile of ift. It was like a nuclear explosion.
It was that kind of power. You could hear them in the distance. It was
awesome. That was one time I was thankful the enemy didn't have the firepower
that we had.

Somebody said that if they would have had the same firepower. . .
They would have won. I'm not so sure they didn't win.

WHy do you say that?

I'm not knocking any of our units. There:were a lot of inner city people and
drop-outs. We engaged an enemy that was better. They were in their back yard.
They didn't have a heat rash year around. They didn't have diarrhea. They
could lay down and go to sleep. We couldn't. It was their war. They were
well-trained, especially the NVA units. They used women, Even the Vietcong
held their own, they were fighters.
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wvay to fight it?

A. Well, yeah. More and mure futile to chase the enemy and thay'ra dur in and
they kill 10 pcople before you can find them. What was the sense eof it?
You take a hill and then left it. As far as the overall picture, I don't
think the communist government of North Vietnam was too concerned.

Q. Do you think we could have changed the tactics and won the war? A lot of
guys said we didn't even try to win it.
A. That was part of the futilicy?

Q. Who were you blaming for this?
A. Well, the only ones we were aware of was the generals. It was only after I
came back and read a lot about it that I became aware of the politicians
being directly involved and as far as the White llouse, Lyndon Johnson.
The only ones I could blame was the high ranking officers. A lot of them
would come out just so they could be in a battle zone and get some medals.
We were in contact with a lot of officers and we would ask them what's going on.

Q. What would they say to you?
A, We're trying to win the war, son. Communist aggression. But that didn't
. Jjustify it. If I died defending iny home, that's something a little more
tangible. But what did we do over there?

Q. Were you having that feeling at the time?

A. Yeah. Those feelings occurred when we came back from a2 mission and somebody
had gotten killed. There was always a letdown feeling. They talk about how
people in Vietnam drank a lot and used drugs. . .

Q. Do you think there was a lot of that?
A. It was much more than the American people will ever know. What else can you
do to live with this reality. You go out with a good friend and he don't
come back. When I was there it was mostly beer and marijuana. The hard
drugs were mostly used in the seventies. They didn't stop us from using any of it.

Q. You got all you wanted?

A. Well, if you were in the field you got what was left over. The people in
headquarters got most of it first. It was like, we weren't really escaping,
we were trying to forget it. There was an advantage in that you were only
good friends for a couple of years. If somebody was killed you could go home
and forget about it. It wasn't like losing one of your lifelong friends.
The pot smoking was about 95%. The beer drinking was just a beverage. Officers
smoked it too. At the time it was a crutch, It was the frustration of it. ,

Q. You never felt at any time that you were a winmer, always a loser?
A. Right. You go to a place where the enemy knows it like the back of his hand
and don't know anything. They never stopped and said this isn't working out.

Q. You must have been glad to get out of it?

A. I came up with a hearing loss, 10%. Not enough to send me home, but enough to
get me out of the field. The last month and a half I was a jeep driver at
division headquarters for a civil affairs officer. That last month and a half
was a load off my shoulders. Had my own jeep.
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Q. How did you get your hearing loss?

A. The infantry thac had got hit staved out all afght and we went out tha maxt dar
to pick them up. When we came out we were going past tha mess tent. 1 was
sitting on a tank and the mess sergeant sald to scend somcbody over and he would
give us some hot dogs. Where I was we were on the perimeter and some people
were on watch and 1 got elected to go get the hot dogs. This was the hill where
the artillery was. They have a fire command and I was carrying the hot dogs
and walked by and didn't hear the fire conmand and I was right behind the 8 inch
guns when they fired and it punctured my ear drum., 1 got to goof off for about
3 weeks.

When you got back to the states when did you land?
Ft. Lewls, Washington. That was in Sept., 1968,

Then you were right out the army?

I wag discharged in 36 hours. They took our papers and then we went to a mess
hall and had a big meal. Most of the people I came back with were the ones I
went with,
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