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INTERVIEW

Michael Downs (Q) Dr., Jeohu Hanrznza
May 1, 1984

Michael we've both been through this together, interviewing the Veterans. So

I guess we can anticipate what kinds of questions I'll be asking. To start with
I'm interested in knowing how you felt about going to Vietnam when you were told
by, was it the Marines?

No, I was in the Army. I volunteered to go to Vietnam so I knew it was coming.
What was your understanding of why we were in Vietnam?

I had none at all, It was just a place to me, I'd never heard of it I wasn't
that familiar with it. I just knew there was some fighting going on over there.
I figured it had to be better than the place I was at,.

Where was that?

Germany

Oh I see, you were already in the Army weren't you?

Yes I could probably have gotten out of Vietnam if I'd wanted to because I1'd been
in Germany about five months, I had close to a year already in,

When did you go into the Army?
I went in in November of 1966,
I think you told me you'd been at U.K, before that?

No I'd been here at Morehead. I graduated in June of 1965 and I came to More-
head that fall and went the first semester and did poorly, then started the
second sememster and went three weeks and quit. I just wasn't ready to go to
schopl, coming- out of high school, I was just tired of it.

So then you decided to go into the Army?

Well T was drafted. I quit school in February of 1966 and I didn't get drafted
until November. So I just kicked around for those few months.

Well at that time, by February of 1966 the  ietnam situation was beginning to
heat up. Did you have any understanding of what was going on over thare?

I don't think too much, it takes things a little longer to get to places like
this. We weren't too concerned about Vietnam what might have been going on
overseas. A place as small as where I came from you didn't have that many people
being drafted so it's not like you've got a bunch going every month. You may
have one every other month or two and that's all. At that time I didn't know

anybody that was over there and it was only two months before I got drafted that
my next door neighbor got drafted.
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So in ocher words you really hadn't paid any attancicn to whart was 3ein

No. gj,

And it just didn't intrude on your conscioustess or whatever you want to call it
to what was happening in the world?

In a small town like that you just didn't worry about what was going on too far
away .

Well the fact that you were drafted, you knew that there was a draft, didn't that
mean anything to you? It was unusual in Peace time wasn't it to have a draft?

As far as I knew there'd always been a draft.

Did you realyize that if you'd stayed at Morehead you could have escaped the
draft? Had you talked about that?

I knew there were a lot of people that that was the only reason they were at
Morehead. but I wasn't thinking about anything like that. You know there couldn't
be anything worse than growing up in Owingsville, Kentucky. I wouldn't have
minded leaving.

S0 how old were you when you went into the Army?
I was nineteen.

Did you find that the soldiers you were with were pretty ignorant of what was
going on? Were they more sophisticated than you on the issue or were you all
in about the same situation?

I don't think there was any difference, In my basic training half of them were
from Hazard and the other half were from Pennsylvania, and they'd all joined and
they were crying to go home. Back in those days before all the anti-war stuff
we were just like our fathers. we didn't ask questions we went in and did what
we were told, it didn't make any difference if they sent you to Vietnam or

China or where it was you just did what they told you to do.

Well there's still somewhat of a contrast between the knowledge I think that the
American man had at the time of the beginning of world War II and also Korea.
Korea seemed to have hit Americans from the time of the invasion of South Korea
by the North Korean communist. It was pretty well set in peoples mind what it
was all about but this was not so for Vietnam. I guess it creeped up so slowly
perhaps that there was no traumatic time like a Pearl Harbor or an invasion. Is
that what you thought?

There was no event to set this off to get the public aroused and people crying for
war. It was just a nagging situation, it was thought about maybe some but it
didn't occupy your every thoughts.

So this was in November of 1966, Where did you do your Basic Training?

I had my Basic at Fort Knox.

What were they proparing you for, your MOS?




Well wvou 4idn't zet your 488 unzil vou wava Teadvy o leave They Tive wen
the test when you 2zo in. a wrizzen taz3t an apcitfids neat and an intellizence

test. And I qualified for YEficers school. they told me you had to extend for

ten months, In other words from the time you graduated from ofricers school vou
had two years left fromithat date instead of a total of two years. So I agreed

to do it.. And then when we got out of Basic everybody who was an officer

candidate was sent to the same place Tort McClellan Alabama. DIown there you

took advanced Infantry training., ‘o that was all that was down there, wou

were either an Officers candidate or I think one section of the base was for Che
reserves to go every six months. There were about 250 of us down there and

during that time we took our advanced infantry training and were waiting for

our orderg for Officers school. When vou signed up you listed three choices

you'd be willing to attend. One of them had to be one of the combat schools,

which was either Infantry or Artillery. Then your other choices could be any-
thing. So what happened dovm there was when everybody started getting their

orders mnobody got the schools they wanted so L think something like eighty percent
of ug dropped out, We had that option we could drop out and go back just ot our
regular status,.

So then did you join an outfit in Germany, were you assigned to Germany?

No after I dropped out of the OCS program I didn't have any orders so they put

me in a hold over company b await for orders. o I was down there three or four
weeks and finally they sent eight or ten of us to Fort Myer Virginia to be in the
old guard, the ones that do military funerals, of course_they just got a call

for ten bodies so they grabbed ten and sent them. Well I got up there and I

was too short you have to be fairly tall to be in that outfit. So then I

had to wait for more orders, So I kicked around up there for eight weeks and

ended up being sent to Germany. I didn't know anybody, it was just a place to

get rid of me,

Well you were in Germany, you didn't like it probably?

No, the worst place I've ever been. You could get killed over there real easy.

A lot of racial problems. You couldn't go down town the Germans disliked you

so much. And on base you had problems there after dark. And I had it pretty
easy over there too. I played on an Italian baseball team. And I got off duty
at twelve noon everyday. I didn't have to pull guard duty or anything else. But
I just didn't like it.

Thosé kind of things just bothered you?

Yes, I wasn't used to stuff like that we didn't even have a team until the year
after T got out of high school.

So then -you volunteered for Vietnam?

That's the only way I could get out of Germany. So ! volunteered.
Now this was in?

1967.

Did they just ship you right over?
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t g leave for awnile [ cama dack far z2bont thirzcy davs.
And then from there after being home for awhile what happened?

Well from there I had to report to Oakland. California. Out there you just spend
two or three days falling out and getting in formation and finally they'll call
your name and take you from the base there out to the air base. They had a huge
building out there; you could put thig town inside it, and that's where they get
you ready to ship you overseas. I went nver; we stopped in Honolulu for a few hours
and we stopped in the Phillipines, Park Air force Base . Then we came in country

at Ben Huir.

Now you say we, this is all replacements?

Yes all replacements. We flew over on Pan American Plane. 1 didn't know a soul.

. By this time you had been trained for the infantry when you went over as a

replacement in an infantry division?
Right.
Did you know which one you were going to be in?

No, I had no idea they just sent us down there to Long Ben and Ben Huir replacement

“battallion down there. I think I was down there three days.

This was when?

November of 1967.

What were your first reactions to being in Vietnam? How did it hit you?

Well the only thing out of the ordinary was when we came in to land there was
black smoke all over the place and I thought they'd just got through bombing or
gomething. So we were kind of scared about that and we got down there and found
out they were burning the crap from the out houses. But I don't think there
was anything, the only thing is it's uncomfortable because of the heat.

But the heat hits you?

Yes. It really hits you in the Phillipines. You stepped off the plane in the
Phillipines, it's just like somebody doused you with a bucket of water it's so
humid and then the same way in ‘ietnam. But you noticed that right off. Of
course everybody else has told you about the smell. you notice that right off
too.

You do? What do you think it was?

I don't know and I swear it's the country, it actually emitted and odor. It's
nothing in the country, it's the coundtry itself.

In the Earth?
Yes 1 guess so

In the people?

I don't think it's the people, I don't know what it is.
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In the vegetation do you mean?
I can't describe it.
Was it pleasant?

No. it wasn't pleasant. It was as unpleasant as some of the stuff you'd smell
over there. T know when they were cooking, they had a dish. I don't know what
they called it,Nukma or something that would put you out in no time, but they
ate it all the time,

l“Jhat: was it made of?
I don't know, I didn't want to know. It was probably dog or something.
What did you think of the Vietnamese people, did you see much of them?

I didn't see too many o them. I never was in what you actually call a village,
we were just in and out of little hamlets, sometimes a little larger. I didn't
pay any attention to them, I didn't have any thoughts one way or the other about
them.

By this time did you feel that you were defending these people from a communist
take over. What did you see at this time, why are you fighting? Why are you going
into the fighting?

Well, I don't think I was asking any questions it was exciting, you're excited.
Was it just plain adventure to you?
Sure, you're nineteen years old and never been away from home before.

You mean you weren't particularly interested in the reason you were there, just
that you were there, g

No, and I don't think anybody else was either. I think .anybody that-tells you
they were has just picked it up since they've come back. You don't think about
things like that or I didn't and I thought I was pretty average. I think you have
to be there awhile before you start asking any questions.

But this business of seeing the Vietnamese people and saying I'm their defender,
that didn't enter your mind at all then?

No, not at that time.

Well then there's the ARVN did you have any opinion about them those fighting men,
military outfit? '

Our company never worked with them but we saw them occasionally, they had an out-
post not too far from our base. hey were just like kids, always wanting to play.
They were always playing like little kids, they seemed lazy, and from what we could
tell and from what we heard from other people.in a fight they were useless. No
telling how much equipment they'd throw down on the ground and just leave. That's
how the Viet .Cong were getting most of their arms at that time taking them from
the ARW. “ut as far as working with them we didn't do it.
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No. And like I said when you see them, it's just the oninion you form by looking
at them.

Well did that elfect you at all, that here you are defending people who don't
want to defend themselves? Or does that come later too?

The only thoughts I remember having, I'd been there some time, as far as having
doubts, I began to wonder what am I doing here, vhy are we doing this at all,
why are we saving these people for anyway? Their way of life is not going to
change, it doesn't make any difference whether we're here, whether the communist
are here, they're just simple rice farmers and I just didn't see where it would
make any difference one way or the other what type of government they had. I
began to have doubts about that but that came much later on.

Well then you were, pretty much your whole existance over there was involved
with your own buddies, so in a few days you had been assigned to an outfit
right? Which one did they assign you to?

I was assigned to the twenty-fifth Infantry Division. I stopped in Cu Chi, that
was division headquarters, Ve stopped there and got a weeks training, teaching
about explosives, how to set a claymoor mine. It's the first time I'd ever seen
an M16 rifle, I'd never seen one before, I didn't even know there was such a
thing and they handed me one, one day. They had some snakes. There were some
bleachers where we had classes and one day this guy has a box and he pulls out a
python about ten foot long and pitches it to the guy in the front row and says
pass that around and let everybody get a good look at it. So they were just
shoving us some of the snakes over there and stuff like that. We had that for

a week and then they sent me out to my company.

That training then what did you think of it, getting prepared, passing the snake
around what did you think of that? '

It wasn't anything at all, I mean most of the stuff we had back in the states
anywaye

Do you think they had prepared you for what you were going to be in, the type of
fighting?

No, I think the only think I could truly say about it was I was in the best physical

condition I'd ever been in and I wish I was in that kind of shapve today. But

now as far as being prepared to fight, I doubt it. That's something else that's
got to come from experience. They can tell you, you can know everything to do but
you never know what you're going to do until that moment when that first shot is
fired at you.

But when you think back about it, in this period of preparation, they give you an
M16 that you've never seen before, they pass a snake around, so that doesn't
sound like they're giving you much preparation.

No, I don't know if they just want to give you that week to get adjusted to being
there or « « «

Calm your nerves.
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Calm your nzrves and that didna't hapoen, becauss 23 socon 23 it was dark the
J DRENy
rockets started coming in.

They did?
Every night while we were at Cu Chi. Cu Chi was a huge place.

Where were the rockets coming from? tere you in a Valley or what? Amongst the
hills?

No they weren't in the hills, w2 weren't in thick underrgrowth but there was
trees, a lot of thick covering, not the real heavy Jjungle, but jungle. And they
wvould come in there of a night.

How much of it?

Oh they'd fire eight or ten of them I guess. Just enough to get you out of bed
and into the ditches and stuff.

Did they cause any casualties?
I didn't know of any. I think one of them hit nretty close to an

one night and blew up a bunch of stuff. I don't remember anybody getting hit.
One guy I remember getting hurt running to get in the ditch, he fell over something..

So that was your introduction to it?

Yes. Then they were ready to send me out to my company. I was assigned to C company,
Second Battallion, Twelth Infantry. But before I got there B company had just about
been wiped out, so they diverted. All of us to fill in there. I think there was
which was in the rubber plantation, we stopped there

and dropped our gear. They put us on a pick up truck in the dead of night and

drove us out to where the company was.

Where was that?

Just out in the middle of nowhere.

And the company had been hit hard?

Yes B company had been hit awful hard.

What was it an ambush?

I don't know. They were just out I guess on search and destroy and just took

some fire, Seems like some fellow said they'd got pinned down, all ir one certain
spot or something and they took a rocket or something. So we went out that night
and as soon as we got there the squad leaders would pick you, they'd say anybody
here from Kentucky? Anybody here from Tennessee? That's how they picked you,
they liked them Southern boys.

They did?

Yes, I don't know if it's because we'd do anything they told us, but they'd always
aske In the morning everybody got up and got in a line, they said we're going ten
clips today, 10,000 meters.

This would be your patrol, How many men?
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Y wa3 comparny 3iss 30 7ru'Te taildaz itout, well 1% shaculd S8 Jarsy but 1 2ant:
ever rememter us having that many, I can'’t ever remember us having cwver thirty,
I doubt ifwe ever had over thrity. lo, that's wronz, that's olatocon siza., e
should have had forty in our platoon but we didn't. Company sizz is right around
a hundred.

that did you think of your leacders, your cofficers?

Well that's the thing abcut it, we hardly ever had any officers. Most Squads
and most Platoons would have a Lieutenant, w2 hardly ever had once. I cdon't know
what the touble was. The one I had when I first got there, they had to finally
promote him to Captain and made him a company commanders. 2ut most of my leaders
were these old Sergeants. e did have one Lieutenant that we got for a week or
so, he came over from a mechan ized unit, and the first time he tried to call in
Artillery he about killed us. He was rizht behind us. So they took him avay.
We had a company commander for a period of time, he had come over from the Big =
Red I and he didn't know anythingz, he got two people killed, it was senseless.

What mistakes did he make"

Well they dropped us in this area one time, it was near Cambodia but wasn't in
Cambodia. They didn't tell us but we figured it out. YWe got there about dark
and this was the only bare spot around so they set us down.

Did you go in by helicopter?
Yes. Went in in Battallion size, there was a bunch of us,
How many would that be?

A thousand, maybe a 1little bit less than that. And he wanted all his men, he was
trying to impress the Italian commander who was flying over in a helicopter, he
wanted all his men to build a bunker and have overhead cover with sandbags.

0.K. the only problem was that it was almost pitch black when we got there. He
sends two guys out to cut down trees to make overhead ccver to put the sandbags
ons They're out there about five minutes and they both get killed. We had to go
out and find them. Three or four of us went out and like I say it was pitch black.
I found them because I could smell the blood. You send somebody out when it's
pitch balck, and you're in an area . you don't know anything about, to cut down a
tree and they're out there five mimutes and they both get killed. It was things
like that.

So from then on you didn't have much confidence in him, his judgements?

No« I don't remember him being around that long either. We had a hard time
keeping Lieutenants, And I guess everybody dide I guess evidently the casualty
rate was very high, we hardly ever had any. But I don't remember our company
commander, I guess we got a new one probably about every three months.

Do you think that had any effect on your effciency as a fighting force? To have
that much of a turnover, you'd think that there's going to be some problem. Did
you recognize anything at the time as being a problem?
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Well we naver 2ad that much zontact wilh tnh2 company cocmmandar, you imow uzually
you veren't out in that size force anyway. Most of the pe2ovnle that I =ook ordars
from were your O £7's. Z3's, career men, Korean war Vaterans,

low were they?

Yell the guys I listened to were good. And I sthought some of your jyounger officers
vere good. I think the one's that used their commonsense were good, but the ones
that came out of OCS and did everything by the book, that didn't go over very well.

I saw a couple of good, real youngz, First Lieutemtants about twsniy~two or three
years olds But they were there when I first got there and then they rotated out

and we didn't have muich after that in the wvay of officers. We had the one and he

got promoted to Cantain, And that one Lisutenant I was telling you about that called
in the Artillery on use. I don't remember any other officers, they were the old
Sergeants that were platoon leaders.

So that was your real leaders then, platoon Sergeants?

Yes, Those guys. The last one I had, no telling how many years he'd been in the
army, he was a Korean war Veteran. He was really something else. Now, he saved
us one night. He had to call artillery in on us.

What happened? Tell me the whole story.

Well it was the rainy season and we were out on a night ambush. During the

rainy season you go back to base camp. Each platoon pulls night ambush every
third night. You'wve got four platoons in a company but the artillery doesn*t have
to pull, so your three Infantry platoons take turn about pulling night ambush.

It's raining, it's miserable. The rain started in the afterncon and quits in the
morning, you lay out there in the downpour all night and we went and set up our
ambush, there was what they call a burn, it was kind of a little bank, like a paddie
dyke wall, and we got behing that and I was in position with the boy on the machine
gun. He was on watch and I went to sleep and he exploded a claymoor mine on two

VC he saw coming up the path, of course we had to go out and get the bodies and
drag them back in. So about four or five of us went out. They were carrying a
torpedo, it was one of these tupes of explosives. Evidently they

were going up and blow up this outpost. They Just lay them in sections
and they go off. Evidently they were walking point because we never did know how
many were-in back of them. But they set there and watched us drag them bodies in
and get back and they knew every position they had, so we'd been back in position
about five mimutes and they hit us from the front and both sides, those rocket
grenades just startedcoming in from everywhere. I was with: the_boy on’the: machine
gun and he startedfiring and then it jammed and the Sergeant said pull back off
this line and get this thing fixed. So we got up, started back, he put two boys
down in our place, we took four or five steps and they took a direct hit with a
rocket grenade and it killed them both. They had picked that machine zun out,
that's what they were shooting at, if if hadn't jammed we'd have been dead. It
killed those two boys instantly, both of them were nineteen, they'd been in the
country about thirty days and one of them was married and had two kids. I never
could figure out what he was doing in the army. But anyway, guys started crying,
they started throwing their guns down.

They panicked?

Yes., When those two boys took that rocket I got hit in the leg and something

in the_eye thought eye had been put out. The Sergeant came over
E%B giways walﬁgd'point fg% thﬂ%, gid he told EB, get us our of here. Then he’



called In arsillery zad the fizst mund ®48 shons <em 3zt in Frmen 3D ety o e
we started backing up and he backed that artilisry up rizht eshinz us, until finsily
some guys from the cutzost cane C 1t in 2 Darsonnel carrisr and

got us. There was tusnty=six out wn pat*cl and we had two killed and twenty-ors
vounded out of that twenty-six., But you know just hxs exﬂ=r1~nu-, if he hadn't bteen
able to call the artillery in we probably wouldn’t have got oul of there.

Qs The artillery was very accurate then?

A. He hit it right on the nose, the first lick. Not too many peonle can do that.
Calling in artillery is not easy. T think that's the only time I actually thought
it was .all over with and we saw several close calls. Because guys were throwinz
down their weszpons and rurning away. That sergeant after that got a commendation
and then he got a reprimand too because he'd lost so many weapons. I remember
carryingz back four or five « But, I thought my eye was put out
and I finally got back to the hospital and what had happened was when those two
boys got hit that blood splattered and hit my eye and then it dried and my eye
was shut and I thought it was put out but it wasn’t. So I came out of that and
all I had was some shrapnel in my ankle. '

Q. Was it Just little pieces?

A. Yes. They took a direct hit, there wasn't much shrapnel come out, it all stayed
in thems I don't know what they took out of my ankle but I saw a piece come out
of e A Jagged piece, it looked like something, they'd put anything
in there.

Qs But you were able to walk out, it didn't bother you?

A. Yes. I didn't think about it hurting much.

Qs Did everybody rush out when they retreated?

A. They followed me out.

Qe They all follwed where you were going,. how did you know where to go?

Ae T Just knew. T knew we didn't need to go forward, there was only about one way
to go and I knew from where we came. I always felt that was the reason I did so
well because I could always reada map and follow a compass. I've always had a
good sense of direction, that's why they had me on point most of the time.”

Qs So that was one of your closest calls?

A. Yes. We had several. I was telling you about that M16, I got rid of that in a
hurry. We were out one time in some pretty thick foilage and we were walking
single file. I looked over and there were four VC not twenty foot from me. We
turned and T see them and they see me at the szame time and we just stared, it
seemed like forever, At the same time I pulled my M15 up, let go on the trigger,
they fired a rocket grenade at me. My rifle fired eight or six rounds and jammed.
I remember that looked like a big fireball coming at me, that's the way I remember
it now. But the M16 jammed on me. The rocket hit off to the side and I got shrapnel
in my leg, I got it in my eye, I got it in the top of my head, still have some there.
That's the last time I carried an M16.
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what hzappensd to the 702
I killed two of them and two of them got awsy clezn, T could rewvar fizure hew <hc:e
four had walked past thirty or forty men and notody saw them.

They didn't see you either?

No I assume they walked, maybe they just vopped cut of the ground, because after
that, once I started flrlnn, everybody started firing and still there's two we

never found. Jon't know vhat happened to them. You know they weren't vp running
away from us, they might have been crazwling or somebhing and they may have just
popped out of the ground, Bubt that did it for the M16 now, I switched to a 12-
gauge shotgun after that. You could lay it dowm in the rain every night and the
next morning you could just wipe it off a rag, you dida't have to worry about clean=-
ing it or anything like that.

How did you pick one of those up?

Well if you walked point they'd let you carry it. TIt's lighter and you didn't hve

time to worry about taking aim you just pointed it and pulled the trigger.

That was good enough?
It was light, yes. And like I say you didn't have to clean it.
Was there a lot of trouble with-the M16, a lot of guys complain about it?

Yes there.vas:a lot of complaining and at that time a lot of people were like me
they'd never seen one and really we didn't know,during that week they'd teach you
how to take it apart and put it together but that's not enough time to really
become proficient at it like we were the M14's. You could do that in your sleep
because that was all we'd done for three or four months. Then they give you a week
to learn how to take that 116 apart. So I'm sure it was part our fault for not
learning the weapon but it was part their fault for not giving us a chance to
learn how to take care of it. It did need a lot of cleaning and it was impossible
to keep one clean because if you weren't sloshing around in the water you were in,
it was Just like being in the dessert with all the dust.

Were you the only one hit at that particular fire fight?
Ybs.
Hhat happened, what did you do after that, did they take you back to the hospital?

Yes they brought a helicopter out and took me back ine. T had shrapnel, it couldn't
have been more than . a one sixteenth of an inch from my eyeballs I had it up in
my eye up to my eyebrow and I had a hole in my leg about the size of a quarter.

I was back about three or four days I gucss, they won't sew that hole up, they tack
it, they don't want it to get infected. Then they started messing around with me
back-in the base camp wanting me to do this and do that. Pull guard. duty and fill
aandbags, so I just went back out to the field. =

Salic

After how long?

Z4h ¥ -y -t

Three or four days.

Ybu must have still been hurting?

Well T wasn't too worried, I was afraid of going back out there because I still
had-that hole in my leg, it hadn't closed yet. But I just didn't like it, that'
TS I - .

_—— B
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that kdnd of s%uff so I just wsnb back to the li=ld.
Did you Just c¢o that on your own?

Well I just told them I was r»cady and the next time the helicopter went out I
Just got on it.

Well you must have been in poor shape for cuite awhile?

No, it wasn't that bade The biggest thing that worried me was wading in that
vaters I was afraid it might get infected. You know everytime you waded through
a stream over there you had to strip and burn the leeches off of you and that was
the biggest thing I was worried about.

That must have been awful, the leeches, you see those a lot?

Yes. One time, 1t's funny about those rice paddies, you step in one and sink up

to here and step in another and it was dry as a bone. One time there was aboutb
five or us in a group and and we're out in front, we were evidently in a battallion
size force, we had a five man point that day and we were probably out 500 meters in
front of everybody else and we were crossing these rice paddies, we usually walked
on the dyke if we could, w2 veren't going to get down in that stuff and you know
they opened up on us that day and vhen they opend up this guy that was behind me
got shot through the leg, he was from Tennessee. We all jumped in that water and

I bandaged him up the best I could.

Was he hurt bad?

No, it looked like it went right through. It didn't look very good but I don't
think it broke any bones or anything. We had, one of the few colored boys I saw
was with us up there, he was from Memphis, he was six foot five and I had to scrunch
down myself to get where they couldn't see me so he was really having problems.

And a big leech got on him and he jumped straight up in the air and was hollering
get this leech off me. There were bullets whizzing everywhere and he was worried
about that leech on his backs Finally they called in an airstripe, we were trying
to get this boy back to where it was safe and we were wading through these rice
paddies and we were carrying him and this boy from Springfield had all the rifles
carrying them and a bullet hit the rifle stock on one of those things and of course
those M16"s are plastic almost and it splintered into his hand. We finally got
back that night, we just set up positions there, therc's a stream there and we

Just passed that stream and set up and I thought the mosquitoes were. going to eat
us up, they were just terrible and that mosquito repellant, it just attracted them
I think,

So in all of this, I kind of lost a sense of when this was happening, you began
your fighting in Vietnam in November of 1967 and these are just stories of things
that happened.

That's a funny thing most of my problems, all of the times I've gotten wounded was
after TET. I went through TET without a scratch and then after that it seemed
like I couldn't do anything withoug getting shot. But during TET they put us down
around Ar Force Base.

Well tell me how you first heard about TET and what part you played in it.

Well I heard about it when it happened.
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We were cperating not too far frem our base camp probably a littles fartker Scuth
down toward Siagon., Then vhen 211 £fo this started they moved us douwn protably
eight or tea miles outside of _ _ Adr Torce 3ase vwhich was near Siazoa.
And more or less we took up a defensivs position down there. They were afraid
there'd be some kind of attack on that air base that they would try to overrun it.
So that's where we stayed, I guess for the better part of two months.

hat was this your whole company?

It was bigger than that, I'd say probably the biggest part of our base camp was
down there, maybe not in that one area but more or lesse It's hard telling how
many people they had down there.

This is where most of this happenad to you at then?

It was after that. It started in March. After things quiéted down you just went
back to your normal patrolling and stuff. That's when it started happening.

Let's put these things that happened to you in some ldind of order, which of these
stories that you told me happened first?

The first would have been when I came face to face with the four VC, that was the
first purple heart I got. And that happened probably in March I think.

Was that the Ambush?
No, that's where we were just walking,
Oh, the walking, where you saw the VC.

Yese The next month, in April, I got a piece of shrapnel from a rocket, from a
mortar round. It wasn't too bad at all, it was in early Arpil, I probably wasn't
laid up over two or three days.

Where did that hit you?

In my leg.

Again?

Yes. All up and down both legs. And then the last part of April is when we were
on the Ambush and I got shot up so bad. Then the last one was June twenty-third.
That's when I stepped on the boobey trap.

Tell me about that story, how did that all happen?

They sent a couple of companies out. We were back in base camp and they sent a
couple of companies out just to search a village. Soem of them were going through
it, the rest of us were just surrounding it to provide security. It's pretty
routine, pretty boring stuff really. Me an another boy were laying there. UWe'd
sleep avhile and watch awhile, I got bored so I just walked up to the tree line
where I could see the village and look around for awhile and I was up there I'd
say thirty minutes just walking around and I got tired of doing that so I thought
I'd go back and aly down. I turned and stepped on a boobey trap and I'd walked
around it for thirty minutes. I took one step and hit it.

That's where you did all the damage to your foot?
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the tendon in tuo, dowm the baclk of one let and than it just tore a
big hunk out of ona foot, they had to sikdn graft it back. hat happened, really
thr trouble I have now is they weren't able to repzir that tenden,

They sewed it a couple of times and it wouldn’t hold, and finslly they had to sew
it back together but they could nsver stretch it back outs If T take my shoes off
and stand flat footed this heel lacks about two inches touching the ground., TIi's
vhat they call a drop fcot.

Qe low that's a special shoe you wear?

As Yes,

Qe Uhat has it got, a raised heel on it?

As It's built up on the inside. Both of them are built up on the inside, one of them
is just higher than the other.

Qe«' Where do you buy these shoes?

A. I don't buy them, the VA makes thems The only trouble is if you can get a pair
out of them every five years you're doing good and they all look something like
this. I asked for Brown and they sent me this.

Qe What is that color?

A I don't know what it is.

Qe I thought I saw you with another kind of shoe on?

Ae Yes.

Qe What a dress shoe, are those your own?

Ae No, those are made for me too. I didn't even know I could get them like that.
Fianlly the VA called me in for a check up, they do that when you first get out,
they harass you and try to cut your disability. And the guy down there told me
about thems -

Qe Down where?

A. Louisville. He measured me and they sent me two paire.

Q. How were you getting along before they did that? A whole year without that?

Ae' I was wearing old shoes that I had beforr I went in and I'd stick a sock under—
neath the feel so my heel would fit in. I was wearing old penny loafers. So
they made me two pairs. 0.K. I'm allowed to send them off once and get them
repaired, put a new sole on them and then they're condemmed. After I send a
pair off to be repaired then I can get a new pair. Like I say it works out to
about a pair every five years., They're made in New York somewhere and that's
where I have to send them off to. :

Qe Is that the only shoes you wear?
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hat dld it &5 to 1%y tear it o227 Mamgla it ug, wka?

It broke four toes on one foolt, broks an arkle, bwiks a foot, broka both lezs, ous
the tendon in %0, L:; m the back of one l L and ‘D en it just fore =
big hunik out of cne foot, they had to skin graft it back. hat happenad, really
thr trouvble I have now is they wersn't able to repair that tenden,

They sewsd it a counle of timzs and it vouldn't hold, and finally they had to sew
it back together but they could rever stretch it back out. If I take my shoes off
and stand flat footed this heel lacks abcut tuwo inches touching the ground. Tt's
what they call a drop foot.

Now that's a special shoe you wear?

Yese

What has it got, a raised heel on it?

It's built up on the inside. Both of them are built up on the inside, one of them
is just higher than the other.

Where do you buy these shoes?

I don't buy them, the VA makes them. The only trouble is if you can get a pair
out of them every five years you're doing good and they all look something like
this. I asked for Brown and they sent me thise.

What is that color?

I don't know vhat it is.

I thought I saw you with another kind of shoe on?

Yes.

What a dress shoe, are those your own?

No, those are made for me too. I didn't even know I could get them like that.
Fianlly the VA called me in for a check up, they do that when you first get out,
they harass you and try to cut your disability. And the guy down there told me
about them,

Down where?

Louisville, He measured me and they sent me two paire.

How were you getting along before they did that? A whole year without that?

I was wearing old shoes that I had before I went in and I'd stick a sock under=
neath the feel so my heel would fit in. I was wearing old penny loafers. So
they made me two pairs. O0.K. I'm allowed to send them off once and get them
repaired, put a new sole on them and then they're condemmed. After I send a
palr off to be repaired then I can get a new pair. Like I say it works out to
about a pair every five years. They're made in New York somewhere and that's
where I have to send them off to.

Is that the only shoes you wear?
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a day but I can tell it starts my lez to huruing.,

Qe Can you do much walking?

As Yes., Phat hurts is coming up and down stairs or going up and cdown inclines.

Qe I guess that tendon stretches and gets sore. Have you had any therapy on it at
all?

Ae Noe Of course when I was in the hospitalthey had me doing some therapy on it
trying to stretch it but it just wouldn't do it.

Qs How much of a disability do you get now?

Ae Fifty percent,

Qe What does that mean, how mch do they pay you on that?

Ae Well right now I draw $434, that's fifty percent of their rate. They say if you
draw fifty percent you're entitled to this, and of course what I draw, $50 of that
is probably for my dependents so really fifty percent is probably 3375 just to
take a wild guesse. A hundred percent is about $1200 or $1300.

Qe VWho determines how much disablement you have?

Ae The VA. See when I got out I got a medical. 0.K. the army rates my disability
then the VA rates my disability and then I can take my pick whichever one's the
best, which one is more. If I was drawing army disability now I'd be drawing I
think $196.

Qs They're not very generous?

A. Vell they base it on your rank, what's that got to do with anything, you're not
more disabled because you'rs an E5 than you are if you're an E2. If you're an
Officer and you get disabled you're really in the money. But if you're a private
you're hurting.

Qe So you got a better rating from the VA?

A+ The army found me forty percent, then they base that forty percent on my rank
which is nothing. Then the VA found me sixty percent and they cut me ten percent
that first year out.

TAPE TWO

A« They had this fellow up here at Ashland causing all this trouble. Thia VVA here
on this 100% because he couldn't take it he's making twelve or thirteen hundred
dollars a month,

Q. How do you know that?

Ae I know he is if he's drawing a hundred percent he is.

Qs How do you know he's drawing a hundred percent?

A. He said so on that thing you gave out.

Qe Is it on the paper, I didn't know that.
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He's getting a hundred percent and youtrs 22t
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I'm getting LOO dollars, he's getting 1200 or 1300 dollars,. MNow he's out to be
to be nothing but a trouble maker. He wants everybody to get a kundred except me.

You don't think he deserves that do you?
No, I wouldn't give him the time of day.
You don't feel that you could treat him well.

I don't think I could just the way I treated everybody. There's a lot of Vorld
War II Veterans the same way. They're not drawing an income, but the ones that
got out on a mental discharge are the ones drawing the money. Then when they
come home they get cured but their checks still keep coming.

Is there a chance they could cut your disability?

No, that's the reason I didn't fight it the first time., Because Like I say they
try to cut everybedy that first year or two you're out. I talked to this Doctor
up home who'd worked vith the VA's before. He said usually if you take this cut
and not fight them back they'll leave you alone for the rest of your life, and
that's what happeneds I've never had to go back for a physical at all, I've never
been called back.

So this happened June 23, 1968. They shipped you back to o K
want to ask what was the sensation when that happened to you, do you remember?

Yes I do. You think of pain being unbearable but it's not, evidently it's the
shock that sets in, that you don't feel I remember it burning, but nothing like
you'd imagine.

Did you scream?

No. I remember hearing that explosion and the next thing I knew I was looking
straight up in the air, flat on my backe I remember it burning but it didn't hurt.
And T can remember the medic giving me morpheme, I didn't feel him giving it to

me but I remember him giving it to me. I'd say it wasn't anymore than ten

mimites beforé the helicopter was there to take me back. I remember them carrying
me in and putting me on a table and there were four or five pecple over top of me
and they were cutting my clothes off of me and sticking needles and tubes
everywhere and the next thing I knew I woke up in the recovery room.. It was
underground.

Where was this?

At our base camp.

Do you feel that you got good treatment right away like that fast.

Yes, I had to have been back within fifteen mimutes.

Do you think that that probably saved you from a lot worse consequences?

I never did know, of course if something like that happenes you're afraid of
losing your foot or a leg and I don't know how close I came to it because T

didn't look. I remember the medic counting, he said well he's got twenty-six
holes.
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dtan did We zzy twat?

As T was laying there when he was looking at me.
Twenby-six holes.

I didn't know how close I camz to losing my foot. T don't think I was that
close. It was cut back but not like it was dangling. So I was back in fifteen
minutes I'd say. And spent probably a day there then they sent me down to
Saigon to a hospital down there. An Alr Force hospital. I was down there

for a week. Then I went from there to Tokyo, I was there for almost two
months.

When did you start getting a little better so that you could walk or get on
your feet. UWhen did y ou get on your feet again? In Tokyo?

No, I had casts on both legs, the only way I could move around was in a wheel
chair. when I came back to the states they finally put a walking cast on one
leg. I had a full cast on the other. Then I got to where I could get around

a little bit. But the two months in Tokyo, you couldn't believe some of the
things you saw in those hospitals. I was in a ward for people that had open
wounds. And the biggest fear was infection setting in, so those medics would
have to come around and at least once a day, sometimes twice for some people,
and they'd scrub those wounds out to keep them clean. It was just like taking
a scouring pad. And they would have to give you gas, they'd give you laughing
gas, it's the only way you could stand it. But mine never were that bad.

Did they have to do it to you?

No, they operated on me. I hadn't been there quite a couple of days when they
operated on me and I was all sewed except they left a hole about the size of a
quarter in the back of my leg. And all they'd do is take this big Q~tip and
they'd stick it in there and run it up and down the back of my leg. Really I
thought I had the easiest treatment of anybody in there.

Some of the wounds were terrible?

They had one guy, they were trying to save his leg and they would come and they
Just lifted the top of it off. It was Just like you had a dug out cance and then
they'd place that top on it. I've never seen anything like that in my life.

They were evidently getting it in shape to save. About ten minutes before they
came to work on you they'd let you have that gas mask.

You needed it hunh?

Yes, you needed it.

So you got back to where in the states?

When they came around they said where do you want to go? I said well send me to
Fort Knox, so they sent me to Fort Riley, Kansas. That's the army for you.

Both of them start with a K so they've got to be close together. I came back
there in I believe it was September of 1968.

Were you still in the hospital?
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where I could move arou“d. 3o they Lept me about a month and then they lat ma
come home for sbout two weeks., Usnally they let you stay lonzer, Tren I had
to come back and let them check me again and then they sent ms home for twe
mors weeks,

Were you walking by this time?
Yes,
Crutches?

Yes, I had crutches. I finally got around, I'd been there three months or so and
they gave me a cane. I used that about six months, even after I came home. I

was discharged, I was figuring to get out of the army in November and they wouldn't
let me go, the hospital wouldn't release me so they neld me over until February

of 1969 before I finally got out.

So when you look back at ti now what is your feelings about all of your experiences
in Vietnam? Some of the fellows felt that the longer they were in this fighting,
Jungle fighting like you were, the more frustrated thay bacame about just what
they were doing over there., Did that begin to grip you after avhile?

I think, like I said earlier, what got to me was even if we'd been successful

so what, it wasn't going to change anybody over there. As far as most of the guys
talking about what the military was doing to them, I never thought about that.

I just did what I was told. I didn't thing too much about the policies or this,
now it got frustrating sometimes when you knew you were just going out in the
morning and walk until somebody shot at you.

That's what T meant. What good was that did you feel that there was no purpose
to it, or how did you feel about it?

I just didn't think about it, it didn't bother me. It was frustrating, of course
we were never in our base camp region too often, But when we did go in there,
into the rubber plantations, they said well you can't fire on these rubber workers,
you can't shoot at them until you're shot at. YOu go out there and check their
Id's and they're all supposed to have Id's. They hand you this card and it's had
pictures torn off and pasted on ten or fifteen times. But you go out there and
walle around and as soon as you turn your back one of them might shoot you. I
always thought we were smart enough that we didn't always have to do exactly like
we were told. That's the thing I liked about our group over there. I thought we
were pretty intelligent, we improvised. We didn't do like these Marines that
stand up in a line and go charging at Somebody, I thought we had a little more
common sense than that. We never had too many casualties except for that ambush.
And really you could almost give them that first shot because I never thought
they could shoot that well., We had these little claymoor mines, well they had
one as big as a garbage can. They blew one of those on about five of us in one
day and never hit a man. We were mostly worried about stepping on something.

what did you think, was most of your contact with the VC or ?
Yes.

What did you think of them as fighters? Did you respect them or what?
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What do you mezn by ingemity?

viell Just takinz thinzs and adapting it to what ever they wanted to use it for.
Talkdng everything we threw away and using it for something.

Well you had kind of a grudging admiration for that kind of thing too didn't you?

Yes, like I say I admire their ingenuity and you've got to admire their persistance,
but as far as their fighting ability . « »

Did you think they were courazeous?

I don't think I thought about it that much. I've learned so much in the last
year that now I can lock back on things and understand them. But I didn't think
about it back then.

You mean more of the history of the war?

Yes ®

You've got a better perspective on in now I imagine, which brings me to the point
of asking you about the year 1968, or course this was a tremendous year of
political turmoil here at home. Did any of that seep into your consciousness
while you were over there?

No, we never heard any fo that stuff. Of course during the conventions and all
fo that in 1948 I didn't know about that.

You didn't know about the conventions?

No, I was in Tokyo.

Well what were you doing, didn't you read the newspapapers?

We never saw any newspapers over there,

Radio? -~ -

Didn't have them. All they had was Japenese television. I saw Hop-ilong=Cassidy
in Japenese, and stuff like that but as far as news we didn't hear anything,
nobody wrote or anything.

That's kind of incredible.

Even in Vietnam I'd say we probably never even got a hold of the Stars and Stripes
maybe once a month. Of course they're not going to print anything like that in
there, it's all propaganda,

S0, what's happening here at home, the anti-war demonstrations, the .'murder of

Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther King and Johnsons decision, after TET, not to

run again for the Presidency, the campaign of Richard Nixon, evidently it just
washed right over you?

The only thing T remember was the day I heard Robert Kennedy had been assassinated.

We Just happened to be in base camp that day, it seems like we were gle weapons
or something. This boy from Massachuttes and I were really good ?nlenagigﬁd e
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ronstrations .and stuff, we didn't know anything zbout them.
I guess you were Just so isolated none of this affected youe I guess the
deronstrations wers more or less; if they had any intentions of trying to stop
the war oy discouraging the soldiers they not doing that.

No, they weren't discouraging us, but then again everyons was so different over
there. From one division to another. A lot of them were spending all their time
in Base camp and then they'd go out for three or four days at a time. Of course
they had access to more news than we did. We went out and stayed, we never

came¢ backe. \‘hen we came back, I think the first time we were out over seventy

days and then we were back just for som2thing like three days and then we were
out for fifty more.

And you vere always in the base camp when you came backe Did you ever get to
Saigon or any place like that? IMhere was this base camp?

It was North of Saigon probably about thirty miles.

What was the name of it?

Dau Tienge. I was right in one of those rubber plantations.
Is that the I corp?

No, it's the 3rd corp.

Were they those rubber plantations over during the war.

They were. They were out there working every day.
Who v=e running them, the French?

The Americans.

Who were the Americans, were they private?

Private business men I guess. I only saw them one time go by in a jJeep. Kind
of like the guys you see in a movie with the white suits on.

They could survive?

That was early, very early when I saw them. They were in an army jeep, being
driven. #e didn't have too much trouble in that area. Because like I say
there's a lot of workers around there.

Well then when you came home, was it that time you worked in a post oifice, was
that your first job?

I came home in February of 1969. I didn't get a job until July of 1970. I put
in for a lot of jobs around a lot of the factories around Mt. Sterling. They'd
say you're on too much disability.

What did that have to do with a job?
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.+ top on the list. Cf coursa all they had to do was hire cne of the top thres.
They didn't have to hire the top onz unless the other two were not veterans.
If I was the only vetzsran they had to hire me. But, I got passed over three or
four times, probably beczuse I was ocut of town. Finally the Post lMaster ab home
found out I was trying to get a job and the woman that was doing the hiring in
Lexington, it was a good drinking buddy of hers. She called him and I got the

next JObc

Was it that lonz? Do you think the fact that you had been wounded and had this
disability made it more difficult to get work?

It did around home. Like T said the only thing to do around there is get a Job
in one of those factories over to Mt. Sterling.

I can't understand. They felt because of the disability you couldn't do the
work? |

Yess If I got a Job out on the assembly line or something like that.

So it took a couple of turns, how many months before you got on at the post
office?

I'd say it was a good three or four months. They passed me over three or four
times before I finally got on. - Like I say they were going to have to put a word
in for me to get it then.

Where did you work then?
Lexington,
What did you do?

I was a clerk. Sorten mail until I got mechanized and then I operated,the last
year or so I was there, one of those automatic sorting machines.

How long did you work at the post office?

Just about eight years. The worst thing I ever did was quit that job. That's
what happens when you fool around with these women. The kids were getting about
school age and of course I was getting tired of working nights too. Eight years
of night shift and no hoves of getting on a day job. Those guys had something
like twenty years of seniority. I was tired of nights and she didn't want the
kids to go to school in Lexington, she wanted them to come back to Bath County
and grow up ignorant like everycody else over here. To be in the same shape

I'm in. You grow up in a place like that, it's the greatest place in the world
to grow up and then when you get grown there's nothing for you to do 3o then you've
got to leave again. You might as well nave stayed away the first time. Then
they'll have kids and they'll do the same thing. They'll want to come back and
raise them in Owensville, then their kids will grow up with nothing to do, it's
a cycle.

So she persuaded you"

Well that and plus the fact I was getting tired of nights.

It was kind of a dead end job wasn't it? I mean it must have been a pretty
monotnous type of work.
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I use to sort the mail.
Oh, did you?

During Christmas time vhen I was teaching I'd be off and I'd go over and ask
them for a job.

We had a lot of christmas help. IU was the best job in the world vhen I started
until Nixon reorganized the Post Orffice. It went all to hell after that. Ve had
probably no supervision at all. They said look here’s vwhat you've got to do, you
get this ready by this time, get it on the truck and get it out of here and then
we wouldn't see them the rest of the night. Then they supposedly took the politics
out of the post office, that's when all of The in-fighting began. You weren't
getting your Job from your congressman now you had to butter up to your boss.
Then you couldn't turn around without tripping over supervisors. You'd been
doing this Job for two or three years but every time you turn around he's

looking over your shoulder. That's when the post office went bad. It got to be
a jokes. e go to, right before T left, where there were almost as mamny super-
visors as there were workers, They were all fighting among each other to see who
vas going to get the next promotion. There were three guys when I started they
were just like me, they were level five clerks, that's what a clerk was, level
five. We got a new post master in from Indianapolis, within a years time those
three were level 23 and they got their promotion by buttering this guy up. And
now they're running the Lexinzton post office. That really hurts your morale.
Something like that. And then they harras the people so much and the poeple on
the workroom floor they don't care anymore, they don't worry about getting the
mail out, they go out of their way to keep it from going out on time.

But_still you regret that you quit?

Yes.

The security I suppose?

The security, there's no way they could have gotten rid of me. Plus the money.
Were you making good money?

I started out in 1970, I made $3.25 an hour and the year before I quit I made
over 18,5 thousand and then I wasn't getting the overtime like we did. Ve
used to start the day after Thanksgiving working a twelve hour day without a
day off until Christmas eve. So that was the times when you could really make
some christmas money when you're putting in eighty-=four hours a week.

So your wife wanted to go back to Owensboro?

Yes.

So you cuit. Did you have a job to go to?

Yes T had a Job down here at the Bureau for Manpower Services as Veterans Qutreach
specialist.

Oh, you did?
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2« That's when you got the bank job?

Ae Yea, they called me one day. The bank president called me and said I'd like to
talk to you.

Qe hy did he call you, how did he know you? He knew you?

A. Vell he knew me, he didn't know me well but most of the people on the board of
directors grew up with my dad. So I don't know if they got the word through
somebody that I was back in town looking for a jJob but he called and offered me
a job and I took it. And that was the worst mistake I ever made, going to work
for an alcoholic.

Qe Who was that?

A. The bank president.

Qe He was?

A. Yes. He'd take off for three months at a time and nobody'd know where he was.
One of the directors had to go one time and pick him up in Atlanta and bring
him back. 5o we didn't get along too well. He made me a lot of promises when
he hired me. He said once, I'm not going to be here forever, one of these days
we'll need somebody that can take over « « o «

Side 2

Qe How did he bring on you, did you buy a house?

A. Yes I bought a house. I bought one and then a little bit later I moved into
another one. In July of 1982 he called me in and said he was goinz to have to
ralse it to fourteen percent. Things were bad. T said that's not my problem
things are bad and I said you can't raise it on me because the notes not due.
The only way he could raise it is if I signed the paper agreeing to let him
raise it. So I told him the only way you're going to raise it is to wait until
the note comes due and sue me because I'm not going to sign a paper raising my
own mortgage six percent.

Q. Well how long a mortgage was it, how long a time? It was not a ten or twenty year
mortgage evidently. Six or eight or what two years?

A. Here's the way these small town banks run. They'll make a mortgage for one year
renewable every year on that anniversary date.

Q. 0’1. I see.

A. So after that things really went downhill, like I say he didn't come in that
often but whenever he did we were into it all the time.

Q. What were you doing? What was your job?
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came in, her sons account had went over drawn, he had 2 business there snd she
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hadn't been craedited to him yet. Uf ccurae I handled thosz, retall contracts

and stuff. And I told her the rcason they hadn't bzen credited was that they were
messed up, they weren't filled ont right and I'd told him two or three weeks ago
they were laylng over here for him to come and get them, Of course he was aboub
like a bank president, he's irresponsible as could be, his mother taking care of
him. And she said well it looks like you could have done that for him and I said
well that's against bankinz rezulations, we can't fill out peoples contracts for
them. Me has to do it hisszelf. She said well it looks like you could make an
exception. So I gave her a zood cussinz in the lobby and it wasn't long after
that vhen they railroaded me out of therc.

Is that when you came back to Morehead to school?

Yes, they fired me in December of 1982 and I started up here in January of 1983.
When did you go to U.K.?

While I was working at the post office.

Oh, I see.

I went to school full time and worked full time down there. I started in January
of 1974 at U.K. and I graduated in August of 1977. I went nights, I'd go into
work about 9:30 or 1000 and I'd go to school right before that., At night school
down there you could go four nights a week and get 12 hours. A couple of hours
every night.

So then you came up here in Jamuary of 1982 to get the bank job?

Ja;mzary of 1933.

Well lets see, you got the assitantship in September. Did you take courses with
me in January that first time?

Yes I had that American Biography.

That' was Susﬁiyour first semester?

That was my first semester. I carried nine hours.

I didn't realize that.

I carried nine hours that semester and then I picked up six last summer.

Are you geing to finish in May, are you getting a degree this month? Did that guy
call you again from Mississippi state?

No, he said he was going to mail me something.
Oh, you didn't get it yet?

No, not yet. I put an application in down at that Lexington Technical Institute.
I got a letter from them saying they're going to wait until after registration to
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deal was,
Q. You called it once didr't you?
Ae Yes and they said we'll let you krow.

Qe Yes, once you do that you've just got ot, once you've called them I doh't think
you can do anything else. Vell I guess we've got your story.




