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S. Doe. 34. S

in view of the large number and warlike character of the Indians in
New Mexico, and the high prices of goods and provisions in that Ter-
ritory, this sum was then considered such as would be imperiously de-
manded to preserve peaceable relations with the Indian tribes located
there.

Congress saw proper, however, to appropriate only the sum of
$10,600 by act of 3d March last.

At the commencement of the present fiscal year, there remained in
the treasury, of former appropriations for this service, the sum of
$2,323 63. This amount, as also the $10,00¢ appropriated for the
fiscal year ending the 30th June next, was absorbed by drafts and
liabilities by the Sth of October last, excepting the small balance of
$564 90.

The accounts of the late Governor Lane, and late agents Steck and
Wingfield, are not yet finally settled, but having been rendered and
filed in this ofkce for examination, it is tound that they claun balances
due them as follows: E. H. Wingfield, £3,931 64; W. Carr Lane,
F4838 48; Michael Steck, $312 41. Not being prepuared to state
whether those amounts are or arc not due, it is clear that there is no
money 1n tie treasery out of wkich such balances, if' due, can be paid.

T have further to state that this office has been embarraszed in sus-
taining the Indian service in New Mexico, and has been compelled to
ask your sanction that recent drafis of Governor Merriwether, to the
amount of $2,000, be paid oat of the fund for “cnrrent expenses of
the Indian Department.”

I am also in expectation daily ihat other drafts of Governor Merri-
wether will arrive, and I hence am induced to request that you will im-
mediately reconunrend to Congress, through the chairmen of the com-
mittees on Indian Affhirs in the House and Senate, as provided by the
fourteenth section of the act of Congress of 26th August, 1842, cn-
titled ¢ An act legalizing and making appropriations for such necessary
objects as have nsnally been included in the general appropriation
bills,” &ec., that the sun of $15,000 be immediately appropriated, and
placed at the disposal of the department for the ¢ General incidental
expenses of the Indian service in New Mexico ™ during the year end-
ing the 30th Junc next.

Very respecttfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES E. MIX.
Acting Commussoner.
Hon. R. McCLELLAND,
Secretary of the Interior.

DeparT™MENT oF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 17, 1854.
Sir: I have the honor to rransmit to you, herewith, a communication,
with accompanying papers, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
dated the 14th instant, and, in view of the statements therein made, to
recommend that appropriations be made, as follows, viz:
For making presents to, and defraying the expenses of negotiating
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manent places of residence, but are hereditary. Near them are the
graves of their relatives and friends, and they cherish an affection for
them which I have scarcely ever secen equalled. These are their
homes, and from them they roam about the sound in every direction,
going where the fish, roots and berries abound most at the different
seasons of the year.

I cannot urge this matter too strongly on your attention.  The longer
treaties are delayed, the more difficult 1t will be to make them satis-
tactorily ; and to make reservations for them, in a short time, will be
impossible, without moving whites from their land claims. Money
should at once be appropriated for these purposes. By an act passed
by Congress in 1850, for negotiating treaties with the Indians west of
the Cascade mountains, there is authority for entering into negotiations
with these Indians; and, but for the want of funds, T should imme-
diately adopt measures for the extinguishment of their titles.

What had better be done with these Indians, when treaties are made
with them, has much occupied my mind since my arrival in the Terri-
tory. The only two locations they could be removed to is the country
east of the Cascade or west of the Olympic range, on the coast of the
Pacific. It is my opinion, as well as the opinion of all with whom I
have conversed upon the subject, many of them the oldest scttlers in
the country and best acquainted with the Indians, that it would not
only be injudicions, but almost impossible, to make the Indians remove
east of the Cascade mountains.  Injudicious for the reason that there is
not a sufficiency of the food they have been accustomed to for their
subsistence, and the consequent expense to government in having to
support them until they could be taught to cultivate the soil, and depend
upon its products for food.  Almost impossible for reason of their strong
attachment to their present locations in preference ; and the difficulty of
keeping them in a place from which to their old haunts there would be
easy access.

Of the country lying on the west side of the sound between it and
the Pacific coast, north of the Chchalis or Chickelees river, there is
nothing known, it never having been explored by either whites or In-
dians, with whom the whites are acquainted. It the country should,
upon cxploration, be found to abound along the coast in bays, inlets,
and streams, they would be probably too small for the purposes of
commerce; and they would undoubtedly abound in fish, and the coun-
try with berries. If this should be the case it would be a good place
for them to be removed to. There is a strong supposition, however,
that gold and other valuable minerals abound in this range of moun-
tains. If this should be the case, it would do away, of course, with
the advantages of the place. For the purpose of devcloping these
mineral resources, if they exist, and to gain a knowledge of the coast
beyond this range, I would strongly recommend that appropriations be
made for its thorough exploration. If neither of these places will an-
swer for reservations to which they can be removed, the measurc of
making reservations for the different tribes, in their osn territory, join-
ing as many of the tribes as possible under one head, ought to be
thoroughly considered. Indeed, T am not prepared to say that this
would not be the best thing that could be dore with them; it would be
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looking at it to form a correct general idea of the country, showing, too,
the locations of the different Indian tribes, the extent of their coun-
try, &c.

Hoping that you will give your early attention to the subject of this
communication, I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. and Supt. of Indian Affuers for Washington Territory.
Hon. George W. MANYPENNY,
Commassioner of Indian Affairs, §c.

DeparTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Orrice INDIAN AFFAIRS,
February 14, 1854.

Sir: Referring you tor more general information respecting Indians
and Indian Affirs in the territory of New Mexico to documents No.
79 and 80, attached to my late annual report, and to documents on the
same subject accompanying the annual report of my preaecessor for
the year 1851, I have the honor now to call your attention to the im-
portance of fixing definitely, at an early period, the relations of the
government to the principal Indian tribes there. It is important to
emigrants passing through that territory that peace and good feeling be
cstablished permanently. It is very important to citizens resident
there, that depredations and ravages heretofore and still so frequently
committed by the Indians be prevented. It is important to the United
States government to extinguish any claim the Indians may have to
such portions of the soil us are desirable for the location of white set-
tlers, and to provide for the colonization of the Indians in some part of
the country now vacant, and before white scttlers locate upon and lay
claim to the same.

The principal tribes within New Mexico are the Apaches, the Nava-
joes, the Utahs, and the Pueblos.

The Apaches are found on the southern boundary on both sides of
the Rio Grande, and bands of them also on the northern boundary on
both sides of that river. Some of them have a little knowledge of cul-
tivating the soil.

The Navajoes live on the west of the Rio Grande, in the central
portions of the territory beyond Santa Fe, and have considerable suc-
cess in agriculture, and generally keep within the region of country
claimed by them.

The Utahs are a roving, but vigorous, numerous, and arlike tribe,
extending along the northern boundary of the territory on the west side,
and portions also on the east side of the Rio Grande.

On the 9th September, 1849, a treaty of peace was made with the
Navajoes, and on the 30th December of the same year a treaty with
the Utahs. (U. S. Stat. at Large, vol. 9, pages 974 and 984.)

These treaties provided for the designation by the United States, at
its earliest convenience of territorial limits for each of these tribes, and
in the case of the Utahs the Indians expressly stipulated that they
would remain within their boundaries when they were so designated,
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ing treaties with, the Apache, Navajoe, and Utah tribes of Indians, in
New Mexico,” $30,000.

“For defraying all expenscs of negotiating treaties with, and making
presents of agricultural implements to, the Pueblo Indians of I\ew
Mexico,” $15, OOO

Very respecttully, vour obedient servant,
GEO. W. MANYPENNY,
Commissioner.
Hon. R. McCrerLLanm,
Secretary of the Interior.

Orrict: SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Olympia, W. T., December 29, 1853.

Drar Smu: The Indian title to Jands east of the Cascade mountains
should at once be extinguished. In my communication from Fort Ben-
ton, T wrged this matter upon your attention, and subsequent observa-
tions as I came west, and nine of the Indian tribes, and the number of
settlements already commenced in the Indian country, confirmed me in
the opinion of its great necessity. The tribes cast of the Caseade moun-
tains have much better organization than the tribes west of the moun-
tains.  All of these have chiefs who are well disposed towards the
whites, and some of whom have great authority, not only with their
own people, but with the surrounding tribes.  All the tribes have made
some pT(){ZIGQs in agriculture, and own horses and cattle. In the St.
Mary’s valley there has been considerable progress made in settlements
by half breeds and retired servants ot the Hudson Bay Company. The
Messrs. Owens, to whom I have given license to trade with the Flat-
head Indians, have settled here, and express themselves highly delighted
not only with the country but with the climate. 'The country is indeed
beautitul, and the land fertile. My men were so struck with its beauty
and fertility that many proferled to remain here at less pay than to go
on to the Pacific. 'There was no difficulty in obtaining any number of
men to remain and accompany Lieutenant Mullan, to whom, as you
have already been advised, important duties in the Indian department
have been assigned.  There is already a flourishing line of gettlements
in the Colville and Wallah-Wallah vallies, and the scttlers are on ex-
cellent terms with the Indians. 'The missions among the Pend d’O-
reilles, Cour d’Eleine, Colville, Yakamah, and VVallah Wallah Indnns,
are all calculated to lead to early settlements in their vicinity, and
should be encouraged. 'The chief of the Spokancs, Gany, has allowed
one white man to settle within the limits of his tribe.  There is also a
few settlements in the Nez Perces country. Even the people of the Wil~
lamette valley, attracted by the superior climate cast of the Cascades,
desire to locate in some of the valleys thus referred to. I, a short time
since, received a letter from a Mr. Rutters,in Missouri, making inquiries
about the St. Mary’s valley, and expressing his desire to settle there,
provided the Indian title to the lands was extinguished. There is much
valuable land, and an inexhaustible supply of timber, east of the Cas-
cades; and 1 consider its speedy settlement so desirable that all im-
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