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Mission Statement
Through the Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachelor of Arts 
degree programs, Otterbein College undertakes to 
develop and graduate theatre artists who are sensitive 
and aware human beings. Through its public 
performances,one of the primary tools of training, the 
department also serves as an important cultural resource 
for the College, the local community, and the entire 
Columbus and Central Ohio region.

Otterbein College Theatre Staff

AitisticDiredor..........................................
Department Chair.......................................
ProluctionManager...................................
Coordinator ofDanoe.................................
Cosbune Designer.....................................
ActingFaculty............................................
ActingFaculty............................................
Lightingand Sound Designer....................
ScenicandLightingDesigner....................
Administrative Assistant...........................
Assistant Technical Director.....................
Audience Services Director........................
Costume Shq? Snjervisor..........................

.......Dennis Romer
.........JohnStefano
.........GregtxyBell

...............Stella Kane
......Cathryn Robbins
...........Christina Kiric
.............Ed Vaughan
.............. Dana White
..............Rob Johnson
...... Jeanne Augustus
..TimothyD. Allwein
.............. Brian Falck
............. Marcia Hain

Instructors
Actingfor TVFtlm.............................................................................. Jonathan Putnam
Dance.............................Kathy Bartelt, George Boft, Kris Cross, Jon Devlin,

Becky Hoag, Michael Thomas, Amy Wittrock
Children's Theatre...............................................................................Christine Warner
Combat................................................................................................... Robert Behrens
TheatreHistoiy................................................................................... Evan Bridenstine
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The mission of the Contemporary American Theatre 
Company is to create a resident professional theatre 
company that presents contemporary, classic, and new 
work, with an emphasis on American work, for an audience 
as diverse as our community.

CATCO Board of Trustees
President..................................................................................................... Connie Smith
Vice President.............................................................................................................Bill Childs
Vice President............................................................................................... TripLazarus
Vice President............................................................................................................Tim Miller
Vice President...........................................................................................Patricia Santelli
Secretary............................................................................................... Sharron Komegay
Treasurer................................................................................................................. Ralph Krasik
Immediate Past President........................................................................Jerfm Rosenberger
Past Presidents................................Howard Bums, Fred Holdridge and Jeffrey L. Luedke

Deb Burgy Dave Diamond Lisa Ermine
Bruce Haikey Brenda Hosey Nana Jones
Kevin HerschedeKirwin JeanMordo Teri Rasmussen
Linda Schuler BabetteSirak Othelda Spencer
Steve E. Stivers Margie Corbett Sullivan Pat Thacker
Pete Thomas Carole W. Tomko Marjorie Wood

CATCO Staff
Geoffrey Nelson.................................................................................................... Artistic Director
Cheri Mitchell...................................................................................................Managing Director
Jonathan Putnam..................................................................................................Resident Company
Janetta Davis....................................................................................................Production Manager
Rick Hole............................................................................................................Business Manager
JasonPodplesky.................................................................................................Company Manager
KeyaMyers-Alkire....................................................... Master Electrician/AudioEngineer
Sylvie Montgomery................................................................... Costume Shop Supervisor
Kathy Goldberg.............................................................................................Development Director
NaneyFoxChrstos............................................................................................. Education Director
Kim Ryan................................................................................ PR/Marketing Coordinator
Kelly Smith..................................................................................... Box Office Supervisor
Amity Cauthom.......................................................................... Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Ha^\kins...............................................................................Box Office Assistant
Justin SinxHis.................................................................................... Box Office Assistant
P. Susan SharrocL...............................................................Audience Services Coordinator
Heather Jackson................................................................................Technical >^)prentice
CarrieKlein......................................................................................Technical Apprentice

CATCO Volunteer Staff
Vdunteer Coordinator.................................................................................. Brenda Hosey
Special Events Chairperson................................................................................Dia Foley
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This newly renovated Inn is located 
in the fabulous Short North 

Your hosts Maryanne and Dick Olson 
would bve to have you as guests 

Call 291-5056 for reservations

50 LINCOLN INN

pm gallery The Cookware Sorcerer
726 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-299-0860

Hot Glass 
Leaded Glass 

Pottery
Metal Work

Jewelry
Wood Boxes & Bowls 

Bells fir Chimes 
Garden Sculpture 

Silk Ties, Hats fi- Scarves 
Candles £r Holders 

Lamps fir Fountains
Open: Tucs. - Sat. 11:00 - 7:00 

Sunday 12:00 - 5:00

Cookware, knives, gadgets, 
cookbooks and those hard-to-find 

cooking implements, for the 
professional and the home chef

658 N High St Columbus OH 
Phone 228-8678 Fax 221-7499

Tuesday-Thursday 11am to 7 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am to 6 pm 

Sunday Noon to 5 pm

Gourmet Appetizers 
Beer -• Wine * Cigars 

Unique Gifts

672 North High St. 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Phone: 614.460.3000 
Fax: 614.460.5564
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The Thurber House
Evenings with Authors

Join us for three springtime 
evenings of readings, 

conversation and book signings 
with best-selling authors

18Mar/GRETEL EHRLICH
Questions of Heaven 

The Solace of Open Spaces 
A Match to the Heart

22 Apr/Diane Ackerman
A Slender Thread 

A Natural History of Love 
The Moon by Whale Light

20 May/Josh Kornbluth
Red Diaper Baby 

a collection of sharp-witted 
and touching monologues

7:30 p.m.
CCAD's Canzaiti Center

Phone 464.1032 for 
tickets & information

Generously sponsored by
Lazarus

Robert Kaler

Providing personal 
real estate service.

614/228-0808 614/444-6622

REALTORS*

Lenore Kaler
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Tuned Into

Gatco
Contemporary American 

Theatre Gompny



Dress the part.

At the three floors and more than 
150 fine stores and restaurants of City Center.

And congratulations, CATCO, on playing 
your part in keeping the arts alive in Columbus.

COLUMBUS

6i4'221-4900 f Downtown, south d the Sutehouse on High.

Shopping, dining & fun. CityStyle.
Hours: Monday thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday, noon to 6 p.m.

Jacobson’s • Lazarus • Marshall Field’s
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Catco.
An American Original.

me
Since 1974

Colnnibns’ Most Talked About
Restaurants!Columbus Brewing 

Company
Open Daily 

LUNCH •DINNER 
525 Shoil Street,
Columbus, OH 43215 
614.464.BREW(2739)

Cap City
Columbus' Only 

Upscale Diner 
Open Doily 

LUNCH •DINNER 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 

1299 Olentongy 
River Rd. 

Columbus, OH 
43212

6I4.291.FOOD(3663}

Martini Ristoronte & 
Cameron's Bexley con 

host your private party 
or business function.

^ Cameron's Bexley
^ Open Doily •DINNER 

^ 2894 [MainSt.,Bexley,OH43209 
; 614.235.3662

Martini
Ristorante
Open Doily 
LUNCH-DINNER 
In the Short North 
445 North High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
614.22 ITALY (224.8259)

I

..

Cameron's 
I Worthington

Open Doily 
LUNCH-DINNER 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
2l85WDublinGrQnvitleRd 
Worthington, OH 43085 

‘ 614.885.FOOD(3663)
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WE HAVE AN INKLING THA T:

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE ENTERPRISE
with international headquarters at One Nationwide Plaza
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SOUND ADVIC 
& SERVICE FOR 
SOPHISTICATED 

TRAVILERS.

TOWN(^
CXJUNTOY

TRAVEL
CORPORATE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 

PERSONAL VACATION PLANNING 
614/228-3366

150 EAST BROAD STREET COLUMBUS. OHIO 614/22R.53B6 TA 429

We believe in the total health 
of our community.

Grant/Riverside
Methodist Hospitals

OhioHealth
It’s your health. It’s our mission.
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Vs

awe-inspiring performances of CATCO 

are tke result of increiikle skill, dedication and 

control. Huntington Banks is proud to support 

CATCO and tke spectacular stage performances 

it delivers. Tke Huntington offers you tkat 

same dedication and control. We are committed 

to supporting your individual kanking needs 

and are availa kl e to answer any question akout 

your financial concerns. 480-BANK.

Huntington
Banks

Take control of your money."
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One
steamy
performance
after
another.

CUP

O
JOE ®

Coffee Dessert House

Largest selection of decadent 
desserts in the city.

627 s. Third St., German village, 22i.iJoe

COMMITTED TO 
DIVERSE, QUALITY 

PROGRAMMING . . . 
MUSIC . . . NEWS . . . AND 

ENTERTAINMENT. 
LISTEN . . .

AND SEE WHAT YOU HEAR!

WCBE
90.5 FM Columbus • 106.7 FM Newark 

Call for a free program guide: 365-5555
WCBE is a broadcast of the Columbus Board of Education
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MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS

CATCO wishes to thank the following corporations and 
foundations who have donated $10,000 or more.

BANKSONE
To Oner

The Robert B. Hurst Fund of
# THE COLUMBUS FOUNDATION

The Harry C. Moores Foundation

THE LIMITED, INC.

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund 
this program with state tax dollars 
to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural 
enrichment for all Ohioans.

HONDA.
Hor¥te of America Mfg.. Inc. GSC

CITY Of COtUWJUS GfUWT^ PfVDGftAM 
GREATER COtUh^ ARTS COUNa

Hunhngton
Banks

THE REINBERGER FOUNDATION

David W. Houze, 
Deborah S. Burgy, 

andWayneBuilders
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CONTRIBUTORS

CATCO wishes to thank the following corporations and 
foundations who have donated between S5,000 and $9,999.

Bricker& Eckler 
Deloitte & Touche, LLP 
Cardinal Health 
The EnglishFamily Foundation 
TheHazelbakerFoundation

Lazarus
Nationwide Foundation 
Schottenstein Stores 
The Scotts Company 
The Shubert F oundation

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTORS

$3,000-$4,999 
American Electric Power 
Battelle
Coopers & Lybrand LLP

$1,000-$2,999 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc. 
Battelle Memorial Institute 
Borden
The Borror Corporation 
Don M. Casto Foundation 
Cardinal Health 
Coliunbus City Center 
Continental Office Interest 
Crane Plastics 
Express Med 
Federated Stores 
Fifth Third Bank

Impulse Wear 
National City Bank 
Smith* Hale 
Star Bank
Vorys, Sater, Seymour 
& Pease

WWCD 101.1 FM 
Wallick Construction Co. 
Wolfe Associates 
Worthington Industries

$500-$999 
Archer, Meek, Weiler 
Cabbage Cases, Inc. 
Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. 
Key Bank 
Ross Laboratories

Timron 

$250-$499
Wheeling National Bank

$100-$249 
Bank One Capital 
Krieger Lincoln Mercury 
Sanford Rose Associates 
Columbus

$50-$99
Columbus Window 
Cleaning Co.

Market Blooms 
Reinhart Law Office

CATCO would like to thank the following businesses and corporations for 
contributing generously through employee matching gifts programs:

AT&T
Borden
CaterpillarFoundation 
Chevron, U.S.A., Inc. 
Crane Plastics

Fairwood Investment Co. 
Federated Stores 
IBM
Johnson & Higgins 
Josten's Foundation

Lucent T echnologies 
OCLC
United Way of King 

County
Microsoft Corporation
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MMNCMILBREN
by Michael Weller

ACT ONE ACT TWO

Scene 1: Early evening. Fall. Scene 1; An afternoon after Christmas.
Scene 2: A few weeks later. Morning. Scene 2: Before graduation.
Scene 3: That afternoon. Scene 3; An afternoon after graduation.
Scene 4; Early evening. Before
Christmas.

Promotional Sponsors:

TIM^WARNER
COMMUNICATIONS S'rWADA

Moonchildren is produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
Moonchildren Production Staff

Director......................................................
Production Manager....................................
Stage Manager............................................
Assistant Stage Manager............................
Assistant Stage Manager............................
Technical Director......................................
Assistant Technical Director......................
Scenic Designer..........................................
Assistant Scenic Designer & Set Decorator.
Lighting Designer.......................................
Light Board Operator.................................
Sound Designer..........................................
Sound Board Operator...............................
Costume Designer.....................................
Master Electrician/Sound Engineer............
Assistant Master Electrician......................
Electrician..................................................
Prop Master................................................
Scenery Construction.................................
Technical Apprentice..................................
Dramaturg..................................................
Assistant to Artistic Director.....................
Otterbein Box Office Manager...................
Otterbein House Manager..........................

..................................Ed Vaughan*
............................... Janetta Davis*
.................................. Sandra Cox*
..................... Olivia Goldsberry**
.........................Robyn A. Henry**
...................................Gregory Bell
.......................... Michael Schertzer
...................Stephanie R. Gerckens
.................................... Tobias Fulp
................................ Dana L. White
............................... Stacey Sinclair
.....................................Dave Mead
...............................Jonathan Erwin
................... Alex Alessandri-Bruce
.........................Keya Myers-Alkire
................ George A. DeShetler, Jr.
................................ Sheryl Warren
..................................Krisdee Bires
............. Otterbein College Theatre
Carrie Klein**, Heather Jackson**
................... Bonnie Milne Gardner
................................Arwen Nichols
.................................Tricia Collins
...............................Emily Vaughan

*Member of Actors' Equity Association.the Union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers in the United States.

**Actors' Equity Association Membership Candidates
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ca^eo

l^«4)NiCMIUDRENi
by

Michael Weller

There is one 15 minute intermission. 
Cast

The Students 
BobRettie (Job)...
Mike.......................
Cootie (Mel).........
Ruth.......................
Kathy.....................
Dick.......................
Norman.................
Shelly....................
male understudy... 
female understudy.

................... Sam Jaeger**
............ Shad Swinehart**
..................Ben Stewart**
Celina Clarich Polanco**
..........Amy Ellenberger* *
.......................Eric DySart
............. Jason Podplesky*
..................Nikki Hersh**
.................. Jared Jensen**
..............Amber Mellott**

The Others
Ralph, Effing..........................................................Rodney L. Cross**
Mr. Willis....................................................................Jonathan Putnam*
Lucky, Bream, Cootie's Father.............................Thomas Fortman**
Uncle Murry, Milkman...................................................Rich Stadler

The place is a student apartment in an American university town. 
The time is around 1965-66.

*Member of Actors' Equity Association,the Union of Professional Actors 
and Stage Managers in the United States.

**Actors' Equity Association Membership Candidates
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M4)i)NCIIILDREN
Biographies

Ttmothy D. AUwctn (Scene Shop Supervisor/ 
Assistant Technical Director^ graduated from 
OSU in 1991 with a BFA in Theatre Technology 
and bleeds scarlet and grey. He convinced his 
wife, Meg, from North Carolina, to get a 
transfusion.

Alei Alessandri-Bruce (Costume Designer) 
marks his 6th design for CATCO with 
Moonchildren. He is very happy to have the 
opportunity to work with the Otterbein staff and 
students.

Gregory Bell (Technical Director) is an 
Associate Professor, Production Manager/ 
Technical Director at Otterbein College Theatre.

Joiuthan Erwin (Sound Board Operator) is a 
freshman BFA Design/Tech major at Otterbein 
from Upper Arlington, OH. He would like to 
thank his family and friends for their support.

Thomas Fortman (Lucky, Bream, Cootie's 
Father) It's been many moons, but Tom is very 
pleased to return to the CATCO stage for his 10th 
production—itKiuding The Homecoming, Prelude 
To A Kiss and Season's Greetings.

Tobias Fulp (Assistant Scenic Designer & Set 
Decorator) is a 3rd year BFA Design/Tech 
student at Otterbein College. He is from Houston, 
TX and fmds theatre in OH a very amusing 
activity (a lot better than Texas!)

Krisdee Bires (Props Master) is a theatre 
design/tech irutjor at Otterbein College. She will 
graduate after her internship this spring at La 
MaMa Experimental Theatre Club.

Sandra Cox (Stage Manager) returns to 
CATCO where she previously stage managed 
Forever Plaid and Later Life. She is pleased to 
say that she fmally can find her car in the Riffe 
garage without too much difficulty.

Rodney L. Cross (Ralph, Efilng) is an 
Otterbein graduate, making his 4th appearance at 
CATCO. He is honored and privileged to be a part 
of this collaboration and dedicates this perfor­
mance to his sister, Toija Cross.

George A. DcShetler, Jr. (Assistant Master 
Electrician) is a junior BFA Design/Tech major 
at Otterbein College. He would like to thank his 
family and friends for their love and support.

Eric DySart (Dick) is a junior BFA musical 
theatre major at Otterbein College. His local 
credits include Oilumbus' First Night, 1776,
A Chorus Line, Hamlet, Wind in the Willows and 
the MC in Otterbein's 1996 production of Cabaret.

Amy Ellenberger (Kathy) is an Otterbein BFA 
acting senior from Toledo. She sends her love to 
mom, dad, Sarah, Al, Kurt, Suzanne, Aunt Nancy 
and always, Chris.

Stephanie R. Gerckens (Scenic Designer) is 
pleased to be working on this collaboration 
between CATCO and her alma mater, Otterbein 
College. She has designed scenery for The Gin 
Game, Table Manners and Forever Plaid at 
CATCO.

Olivia Goldsberry (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is pursuing a BA concentrating in acting and 
stage/theatre management. She is glad to take part 
in this new experience and thanks family and 
friends.

Marcia L. Hain (Costume Shop Supervisor) 
Since joining the Otterbein tech team in 1989, 
Marci has designed several productions. Marcia is 
a 1977 graduate of OSU with a BS in Home 
Economics.

Robyn A. Henry (Assistant Stage Manager) is 
a BFA Theatre Design/Tech student at Otterbein 
College. She is excited about this opportunity to 
work with CATCO and thanks her family and 
friends for their support.

Nikki Hersh (Shelly) is a junior BFA major at 
Otterbein and has appeared in Marcus is Walking 
and The Emperors New Clothes. She would like 
to thank her friends and family.

Sam Jaeger (Bob) is in his 1st production at 
CATCO and his 7th at Otterbein. He was recently 
selected as a finalist for the National Irene Ryan 
Competition in Washington, DC.
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Jared Jciucn (male luideratudy) is a BFA 
acting major at Otterbein who lives in Chicago 
and Colorado Springs. He was last seen as the 
Player King in Otterhein's 1997 production of 
Hamlet.

Amber MeUott (Female Understudy) is an 
Otteihein acting major from Westerville, OH. She 
would like to say "Hi!" to her mom, Rob & 
Aubrey.

Keya Myers-Alldre (Master Electrician/
Sound Engineer) had ftin working with Dave 
Mead and Dana White and the terrific Otterbein 
technical students. She hopes this show is the 1 st 
of many mutually beneficial collaborations 
between CATCO and Otterbein College.

Bonnie Milne Gardner (Dramaturg) directs 
and teaches theatre at Ohio Wesleyan; other 
CATCO shows include subUrbia (dramaturg). 
Sisters (director) and original plays in all three 
Shorts Festivals.

Jason Podplesky (Norman) graduated from 
Otterbein College in 1993 and now works full­
time for CATCO as the Company Manager. Some 
recent shows at CATCO have been Marvin's 
Room, suburbia, Love! Valour! Compassion! 
and Taking Sides.

CeUna Clarkh Polanco (Ruth) is a senior (!) 
BFA musical theatre major from Corpus Christi, 
TX. This is her final Otterbein performance and 
she dedicates it to the women she admires most- 
mom, Yvette and her Spice Girls.

Jonathan Putnam (Mr. WUlis) is a resident 
actor at CATCO where he acts, directs and 
teaches. This season he has appeared as most of 
the inhabitants at Bly in The Turn of the Screw 
and half the population of Tuna, Texas in A Tuna 
Christmas.

Michael Schertzer (Assistant Technical 
Director) is a sophomore BFA Design/Tech 
major at Otterbein College. He would like to 
thank his family, fnends, Greg Bell, Tim Allwein, 
and Brothers of Pi Beta Sigma.

Stacey Sinclair (Light Board Operator) is a 
freshman BFA Design/Tech major at Otterbein 
College. She is thankful to her family, fnends, and 
God for helping her get this far in her journey.

Rich Stadler (Uncle Murry, Milkman) 
Moonchildren marks Rich's CATCO debut and 
his 18th year in Columbus theatre. A co-founding 
member of Red Herring Theatre Company, his 
most memorable role there was Vladimir in 
Waiting for Godot.

Ben Stewart (Cootie) is a sophomore at 
Otterbein College, where he has appeared in 
Hamlet and 1776. He dedicates his performance 
to his parents, the phat pads and Geoff.

Shad Swinehart (Mike) is a junior musical 
theatre major from Gahanna, OH. He was last 
seen in 1776 at Otterbein. He would like to thank 
God, his parents, his brother, his friends. Pi Beta 
Sigma, Damon and Rae-Michelle.

Ed Vaughan (Director), Associate Professor in 
the Dept, of Theatre & Dance at Otterbein 
College, has been involved in more than 200 
theatrical productions. Ed's most enjoyable 
passions are following his son & daughter-in-law's 
military careers, hanging out with his college 
freshman daughter and going to the Drexel with 
Cary.

Sheryl Warren (Electrician) is a sophomore 
BFA Design/Tech major at Otterbein College. 
She'd like to thank her family. Josh and Markie.

Daiu L. White (Lighting Designer) is a 
professor at Otterbein College, an Associate Artist 
at Purple Rose Theatre Company and a member 
of United Scenic Artists.

"We thank the CATCO volunteer 
House Managers for their dedication:

Ruth Mastin jAnderson, Michael Brennan, 
Neil Brown, Leslie & Chuck Buford, 

Rebecca Cassidy, Tom Colucci, Jim Dury, 
Rebecca Felkner, Brenda Hosey, Vickie 
Hundley, Dottie Kluesener, Price Kruse, 

Veronica Leahy, Roddey Nagy, Linda 
Rothacker, Beth & Tom Stafa, Lynn 
Waltermire, Beth Weingroff, Gordon 

Mulberger, Francine Wolf, Larry Woods
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DNDIVIDUALCONTRmUTORS
SS,000-S6,999 
Fred & Howard 
Jeff & Wendy Luedke 
Roger & Wendy Vaughan

$3,000-S4.999 
Connie & Harrison Smith

$1,000-$2,999 
Deborah Burgy 
Suzanne & Bill Childs 
Barbara Fergus 
Steve & Elaine Grassbaugh 
Thomas Gross 
Jean M. & John L. Hank 
Donna A. &

Larry H. James 
Ed & Barbara Jennings 
Mary & Robert Lazarus 
Trip & Lexie Lazarus 
John G. McCoy 
Ruth & Dick McNeal 
Tim Miller & Jamie Crane 
Jean Mordo 
Butch O’Neill 
Armando Pena 
Teri Rasmussen 
John & Susan Rosenberger 
LenoreSagner 
PatSantelli&
David Hamilton 

Jane Farrar Seymour 
Howard & Batette Sirak 
Barbara Trueman

$500-$999 
Ron & Mary Beth 
Berggren

Steve & Mary Burkey 
PauleeneB. Campbell 
Aim B. Crane & John C. 

Wolff
Loann Crane
Dave Diamond
Marguerite & Michael Gire
JoniHerschede
Janet Hietter
Joe & Julie Hietter

Ann & Tom Hoaglin
RonLeukart
Hugh & Kathy Murphy
BillNicewanger
John & Grace Nichols
Irving & Helen Pine
Nancy Putnam
Bill & Andrea Simons
Alan & Beatrice Weiler
Margorie Wood

$250-$499 
Janet Alban
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Brooks 
Sharon Cohen 
John & Joanne Dallepezze 
John & Mae Dawson 
Lisa Ermine 
Bill & Sonya Evans 
Herb & Dee Dee Glimcher 
Louise B. Guthman 
Jack & Betty Anne Jeffrey 
Martin & Melinda Jenkins 
Doug Klamfoth 
SharronKomegay 
Dr. William C. Kramer in 

memory of Liz Boyenton 
Kramer

Ronald & Ritchie Laymon 
Jeanne Likins & Dr. Joseph 

Flood
Katharine B. McClure 
A1 & Anne Minor 
Cameron & Molly Mitchell 
Cheri Mitchell 
Dave & Sue Mooney 
Roddey Nagy 
Olden & Gail Paris 
Carolyn Patch & Bob 

Brodkey
John & Jodi Patton 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Rinker 
Cordelia Robinson & Grant 

Morrow 
David Schooler 
Larry & Cheryl Simon 
Ted A. & Jane A. Smith 
Ralph Spurgin

Tom Summer 
Sidney Waid 
Tynan & Jutta Wait 
$100-$249 
Dan J. Ailes 
Elinor & Chad Alger 
William Argo 
J.M. Balcer 
F. Tom Barry 
Jane Barry 
Tom & Ginny Barry 
Vincent & Barbara B.
Barresi 

Dan Barth 
Ken & Fran Beck 
Bob & Mary Beitzel 
Ronald Betz &

Michael Kibbey 
George & Mary
Bickelhaupt 

Dennis & Janie Blank 
Warner & Patti Blow 
MajorieBohl 
David Boothby 
J.S. Bowers 
Carol & Paul Brody 
Nancy & Robert Brown 
Rowland & Heather Brown 
Audrey Prine Bussert 
JohnCallihan 
Carol L. Campbell 
Mary Carran Webster 
Vernon Carter, Jr.
Jack & Carolyn Chabot 
Dick & Fran Compton 
Patrick Connolly 
John & Ursula Corbett 
Mark Coma 
Roger* Susan Cox 
Ray & Phylis Crook 
Mrs. Arthur Cullman 
WilliamCurliss 
Dennis & Sherrie Dauper 
Don & Tish Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. John W.

Dawson, Jr.
Carol & Steve Degnen 
Chuck & Petie Dodrill
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health plan contracts needing to 
be negotiated and the quality of 
service needing to be assessed.

. CEO counting on you to be a 
strategic partner.

Nothing is changing faster in business than 
human resources. Pressures to meet demands, 
reduce costs, and strategically plan for the 
future are overwhelming. We can assist you 
with issues ranging from organizational change 
to benefit program design, plus provide you 
with the special expertise of The Kwasha 
Lipton Group in outsourcing and retirement 
planning. Most importantly, we give you the 
know how you need to become a strategic part­
ner within your organization. So we not only 
help you prepare for the storm, we see you 
safely through it. For more information please 
contact Lou Sandor. Principal, at 614-225-8818,

C00D6rS Coopers & Lybrand L.L.P.
I &LyUr3nCl Human Resource Advisory
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Written and compiled by Bonnie Milne Gardner

The Off-Broadway theatre company, Second Stage, has enjoyed numerous awards 
and accolades over the past ten years by devoting each production season to the 
works of one playwright—including Edward Albee, Horton Foote, and Adrieime 
Keimedy. But for its premiere season in 1987-88, Second Stage spotlighted 
Michael Weller, reviving Moonchildren and Loose Ends and introducing a new 
play. Spoils of War, which eventually moved to Broadway.

Although Weller graduated from Brandeis University in 1965 with a degree in 
music, his formative years had included a variety of theatre experiences. Bom in 
New York in 1942, son of a well-to-do photographer, Weller says he was deeply 
touched by his first theatre experience; seeing Beauty and the Beast in Las Vegas, 
though he’s not sure why. He participated in drama classes and productions at 
Stockbridge prep school, playing the middle-aged Peer Gynt at one point. At 
Brandeis, he joined “Hi-Charlie,” a group that did original musicals. He began by 
writing scores, but eventually scripted dialogue as well. A playwriting teacher at 
Brandeis encouraged Weller to study theatre in England after graduation, so he 
went to the University of Manchester. He married, and lived in England from 
1965 to 1971, where his plays were first professionally produced. It was for a 
commission from London’s Royal Court Theater, around 1970, that he wrote 
Moonchildren. It was first performed here the following year.

Amy Ellenberger, Jason Podplesky, Shad Swinehart/photo by GeofB-ey Nelson
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While studying in England, Weller was very much influenced by British writers 
John Osborne and John Arden, as well as Irish playwright Sean O’Casey. 
Although his early plays were often compared to Chekhov, Weller had never read 
his work, and disliked the few incompetent productions he’d seen as a student. He 
didn’t connect with the established American playwrights of the period, Arthur 
Miller or Termesee Williams, but Edward Albee’s Zoo Story he found “stunning.” 
Then, in the late sixties, a roomate in England showed him some early works by 
Lanford Wilson, Leonard Melfi, and Sam Shepard. These ofif-ofif-Broadway plays 
had characters that “sounded like normal people thinking and talking in an 
American kind of dialogue” that he hadn’t yet seen on stage. It was only after 
being exposed to these writers that Weller believes he found his own voice.

Wnle Moonchildren remains his most produced work, Weller has written nearly 
twenty other plays that have been produced in New York and major regional 
theatres around the country. In addition, he wrote the screenplays for Hair (1979) 
and Ragtime (1980). Weller’s plays are praised for skillful, witty dialogue, and 
sympathetic characterizations. He often examines such modem issues as personal 
commitment, marriage, and social conscience.

Writing in the September 1994 issue of American Theatre Magazine, Stephanie 
Coen says:

“(Weller) has been repeatedly characterized (much to his chagrin) as a 
chronicler of something called the ‘American Experience.’ The title 
may be irksome, but it’s also apt, although Weller’s domain isn’t state- 
of-the-nation so much as a state-of-the-psyche. Many of his plays are set 
against a political or social backdrop; his characters are poised for 
Change in the quintessentially liberal-American sense of the word. If 
those same characters often end up bmised and battered, well, that 
somehow seems quintessentially American, too.”

In the introduction to a 1997 anthology of his work, Weller explains that, 
as in Moonchildren nearly three decades ago, he continues to be 
concerned with his generation’s chosen lifestyles, but that now he sees it 
more in relation to “the ideals they try to protect in the face of time, 
waning energy, increasing confusion and the hardening certainty of our 
appearance here being a limited engagement.” He is particularly 
fascinated by how he and his closest contemporaries have “now lived to 
see the world change from one where we could plausibly (and with 
passion) believe that the efforts of a committed group of people like 
ourselves might alter a piece of history, to one where most if not all 
politics has become a subfunction (a rapidly diminishing subfunction) of 
global commerce.” A poignant afterthought for tonight’s performance.
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Moonchildren Acknowledgements 
Alex Allesandri-Bruce-Alibrando Plumbing-Big BearThuiber Village 

CAP A-Jane Dietrich of Little Theatre of Tuscarawas Co.- 
Gil Rollison HairDesigns-Shad Swinehart

CATCO wishes to thank the tdf Costume Collection for its assistance in this production.

We gratefully recognize the volunteers whose time, talent and energy helped 
to make this and other productions possible:

Michael Brennen 
Lisa Ermine 
Michael Lorr 
Katie Ryan Holmes

Patrick Connelly 
Anji Fabian 
Mary Mitchell 
Mark Silcox

Bob Fran Blachman
Jack Corbett Martina Davis 
Brenda Hosey Cary Johnston 
Roddey Nagy Marilyn Porter 
Jo Wagner

We would like to thank all of the interns for their assistance: 
Amanda Heironimus, Adam Marier, Liz Merkle, 

_______ Danielle Sidwell, J. Bradley Simmons, Lorrainne Van Dommelin

CranePki/tfc/
Company

A proud sponsor of

Actors' Equity Association was founded in 1913 to protect actors from the severe mistreatment 
that penneated the industry at the time. Since its inception Equity has had only twelve presidents. 
The current president is Ron Silver. The 35,000 member association consists of distinguished stars 
and other professional actors and stage managers who work nationwide, from New York's 
Broadway to Los Angeles, from Minneapolis to Miami Beach, in regional, small professional, stock 
and dinner theatre, and in theatres for young audiences which build tlie audience of tommorow. 
These actors and stage managers are committed to working in the theatre as a professional, not 
an avocation, and bring to you the finest professional training and experience. By presenting 
Equity productions, this theatre offers to you, our audience, the best entertainment presented by 
the finest quality actors and stage managers that your admission dollars can buy.
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Is Proud To Support 
CATCO's 

1996-97 Season!

Coaxial's Cable Saver is an effective, low-cost 
way to reach our 80,000+ subscribers through 

both television and our monthly guide!

To learn more about CUDU SHVEH. Please call 236-1209, ext. 250.
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Help people succeed at work by 
overcomine challeneeti building on 

their strengths and developing 
superior communication skills.

“Live Theatre provides 
an opportunity {or artistic 
learning experiences and 

CATCO delivers the BEST.”

Interpersonal Communication Skills • Listening Skills • Team Building 
Customer Service Programs • Leadership Development • Managing Difficult Situations 

High Performance Learning Systems • Train-the-Trainer (On-The-Joh Training Skills)

P.O.Box 30311 Columbus,Ohio 43230 
614.475.7904 Fox 614.475.3665 email - imagemakerstraining@pobox.com

Drop your pants here.

LEE ROSS
ClcaiicTs, Laundry & Tailors

500 S. Front Street • Corner of Front & Blenkner • Brewery District • 469-7677 

Whatever you need, we've got yoo covered.

What’s Coming Next?

The Little Foxes
An American Classic 

by Lillian Heilman 
April 7 - May 2

Riffe Center Studio One Theatre

Below the Belt
Comic Hit of the 

Humana Festival! 
by Richard Dresser 
May 19 - June 13 

at 512 N. Park Street

call CATCO 
at 461-0010
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After all, you know
C LlliN'l
GROUP where you're going in 

life. And to get there, you need the 

right financial services and advice. 

Through a single Relationship Manager,

National City’s Private Client Group 

connects you with a team of experts 

dedicated to meeting your complex 

financial needs. For details or a private 

appointment, call (614) 463-8448.

National CHy
FOLLOW YOUR OWN LEAD”

www.national-city.com • Member FDIC • ©1997, National City Corporation
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