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Wisconsin’s Mass Incarceration  
of African American Males 
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 The U.S. has the 

highest 
incarceration 
rate in the world. 
 
Incarceration rates per 
100,000 population 
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 Wisconsin has the 
highest rate of 
African American 
men in state prison 
and local jails  
(1 in 8). 
 
2010 Census estimates 
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Wisconsin’s incarceration rate for black men 
is 10 times higher than for whites. 
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Over half of African American men in their 30s and 
half of men in their early 40s from Milwaukee 
County have been in state prison.     
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Home residence of 
African American 
male prisoners 
(incarcerated and 
released)  



University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment & Training Institute 

2/3 of the county’s 
incarcerated African 
American men come 
from 6 zip codes in 
the poorest 
neighborhoods of 
Milwaukee. 

Concentration of released and 
incarcerated ex-offenders in 
Milwaukee ZIP code 53206 



University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment & Training Institute 

How did this happen? 
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The prison population in Wisconsin has more than tripled 
since 1990, fueled by  
 

• increased government funding for drug enforcement 
(rather than treatment) and prison construction 
 

• mandatory minimum sentence laws  
 

• truth-in-sentencing replacing judicial discretion in setting 
punishments 
 

• concentrated policing in minority communities  
 

• state incarceration for minor probation and supervision 
violations 
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Wisconsin incarcerated 26,222 African American men 
from Milwaukee County in state correctional facilities 
from 1990-2011. 

26,222 
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Yearly prison admissions with drug-related offenses 
(Milwaukee County men; some have admissions in multiple years.) 
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40% of the black men are incarcerated with drug offenses.   
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1/3 of the black men have only non-violent offenses. 
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Half of released prisoners are still in their 20s and 30s.  
Yet prison records often limit employment options for 
rest of workers’ lives. 

20s 
16% 

30s 
33% 

40s 
29% 

50s 
18% 

60+ 
4% 
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The 26,222 men spent over 116,000 
years (42.6 million days) in prison 
(1990-2012). 
 
 
 
It costs $512,000 a day to incarcerate 
5,631 Milwaukee County African 
Americans (as of January 2012). $ 
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DOC funding = 
$2.25 billion 

UW System  
funding = $2.1 billion 

2011-2013 state appropriations: more for corrections 
than the University of Wisconsin/UWEX system 
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Workforce Challenges 
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MASS INCARCERATION OF BLACK MALES MUST STOP 
 
Alternatives from religious groups, Milwaukee County DA, and 
The Sentencing Project deserve serious consideration. 

Public safety 

Strengthening 
families 

Supporting 
employment 
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WORKFORCE PROPOSALS 
 

• Make African American males the state’s #1 
jobs priority. 
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• Expand transitional jobs programs for released 
inmates and for offenders diverted from 
incarceration. 
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• Increase vocational education and workforce 
training for ex-offenders. 

  
 

Credit: Sue Ruggles/Milwaukee Area Technical  College 
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• Provide comprehensive employment training and job 
placement programs for black male youth.  
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• Support driver’s license recovery programs for  
ex-offenders and non-offenders. 

 
 
       Only 10% of the ex-offenders have a current valid driver’s license. 

. 
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• Restore free driver’s education in Milwaukee high 
schools. 
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• Divert technical violators of DOC supervision rules, 
change supervision rules to more meaningful 
conditions.   
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• Modify CCAP public internet postings to stop 
publishing all ex-offenders’ charges and offenses 
for life. 
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For more info 
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                 www.eti.uwm.edu 

http://www4.uwm.edu/eti/
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  WUWM Public Radio Series 
 

http://wuwm.com/topic/project-milwaukee-black-men-prison
http://wuwm.com/topic/project-milwaukee-black-men-prison
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