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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning everybody, and thank you for the opportunity to be here. I’m honored to be on such a distinguished panel of folks passionate about not only inspiring but also empowering the next generation.

WUCF is Central Florida’s PBS Station and together with 100s of PBS Stations, we use media to educate, inspire, entertain and express a diversity of perspectives.



PBS APPROACH

Broadcast
Daily programming

on (Local Station)

Online & Mobile
Interactive and mobile games, 
video and parent and teacher 

resources

Homes & 
Classrooms

Educator and parent 
resources

Community
Local partnerships, events and 

outreach to extend the experience

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our efforts to serve kids takes us far beyond the TV screen, and we extend our content and literacy curriculum throughout our community through many platforms – year-round.

In addition to the daily programming available on WUCF, our content & curriculum reaches children through online games and mobile applications, classroom and parent resources, and community events like Ready Jet Go Day – where we take over Brevard County’s Exploration Tower (June 29).

Community is a huge part of our focus, and we of course partner with a wide range of institutions locally & nationally to ensure quality educational content. For example, we have a great relationship with NASA for curriculum materials, expertise for our shows and support at local events.





RESEARCH-DRIVEN, STANDARDS-BASED

The PBS KIDS line-up on WUCF is filled with shows and related 
apps designed to teach important science & math skills:

• The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That!
• Sid the Science Kid
• Curious George
• Dinosaur Train
• Wild Kratts
• Peg + Cat!
• Ready Jet GO!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The curriculum on some of our most-watched shows has been specifically designed & tested to ensure that it teaches standards-based science & math skills.
Kids are introduced to concepts like set theory, observation and classification
They learn about mechanical and physical processes like levers and digestion
And explore the worlds of earth science, astronomy, meteorology, zoology, ecology, and more!

Award-winning!




LET’S WATCH: READY JET GO

https://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ready-get-go-how-come-moon-craters-song/how-come-the-moon-has-craters-song-ready-jet-go/
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Presentation Notes
Public television has been working to teach children science &  math skills for over 40 years
and we’ve built a strong track-record of research-proven success.  
That’s the reason that parents agree that PBS KIDS is making a difference – for their kids, for all kids.
86% of parents trust PBS KIDS to provide high quality early science and math content and information2
PBS KIDS digital content from Curious George and The Cat in the Hat can boost preschoolers’ math and knowledge skills, making them better prepared for kindergarten1 
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Presentation Notes
And then of course we have extra special moments in time – such as this being the 50th anniversary of the Moon Landing. 

Significant to everyone around the country and even the world, but with perhaps some extra weight in Central Florida. PBS has developed a whole lineup of programming,  that we are dubbing the Summer of Space! 

Along with the programming, we have created complementary curriculum and activities that will be available to teachers nationwide via our free PBS LearningMedia resource database.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And of course our Kids shows are getting in on the act with a Ready Jet Go’s own version of a moon landing where they of course play a round of mini golf!

In addition to the new special, a new app, READY JET GO! Space Scouts, is launching this month. Space Scouts includes 5 games, each fostering kids’ science and engineering skills through building of rovers and astronaut bases; designing and planning missions, and growing gardens across the solar system.  




See metadata page for streaming video

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locally, we produced several digital series drawing on our Central Florida collective memory about the Apollo mission. 

Your Space Place, was our effort to highlight local schools named for space shuttles, astronauts and the like to show how they are inspiring their students. 

Here’s a quick look at one episode.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to Ready Jet Go Day on June 29, we’ve developed an interactive early learning program based on Ready Jet Go that we have started taking on the road to various libraries and events throughout Central Florida. 

Kids, ages 3 to 9, are learning about moon craters, gravity, astronauts, magnetic force, and more. 

In doing this, and really with all of our community events, we focus on engaging kids AND their parents so that parents feel more comfortable with addressing STEM topics at home too. 

We’re planning to reach about 2000 kids and their parents this summer. 



wucf.org/SummerOfSpace
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Presentation Notes
We know we have the ability to reach kids – in fact we reach more than 8 out of 10 kids ages 2-8 each year.
Not only that, but millions of kids are accessing PBS KIDS content online, or in classrooms,  or by attending local events.
That means nearly every child in our community is touched in some way by our programming and services.
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