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INTROBUCTION

A survey of works on the Sepoy Rebellion
indicates that moat writers are primarily concerned with
the military aspects of that event and usually confine
themselves to that specific area. The few writers who
do dwell on the causes usually restrict themselves to
the cartridge incident and exclude any penetrating analys
sis of the protracted causes which were of much greater
significance. The logical but inascurate deduction to de
made from such works is that the revolt had its inception
in the fevw years immediately prior to that event and that
the cartridge incident was the primary cause,

This paper is not concerned with the military
aspects of the revolt, Rather it is the primary purpose
of this paper to show that the causes of the Sepoy
Rebellion, most complex and intricately intertwined, may
be traced back to the inception of the English influence
in India, This writer views the revolt as having its
real causes in English social and economic reforms, land
policy, expansion, deterioration of the native Sepoy army,
and cultural conflict. This paper will examine these
manifold and protracted causes of the revolt and show
that the famous cartridge incident was significant only
in that it wvas the necessary spark that ignited the



revolt,

Furthermore this paper purports to show that
these events, sencompassing a century, provided a solid
base of discontent that existed long before the Bepoy

Rebellion actually oeccurreds



CHAPTER I
ENGLISH BKPANSION IN INDIA

An important cause of the Sepoy Rebellion was
the incessant territorial acquisitions and consolidation
of English power in India which proceeded uninterrupted
from 1757 to 1857,

In the sixteenth century, Baber (1482-1530)
established a Moslem=Mogul Empire in India.1 Successive
rulers proved unusually capable and the Moguls sueceeded
in vastly extending the boundaries of their empire, the
success of which must be attributed to their unusually
tolerant and enlightened rule. These unique proponents
of the Moslem faith respected the religious prejudices of
their subjects and established a government held in
singular respect by those in subjugwtion.2 Consegiently
there arose a veneration for the emperor and the idea of

imperial rule which manifested itself as late as 1857.3

lG. D. Oswell, Sketch of Rulers of Indi
(4 vols,j Oxfords Clarendon Press, 9%85 601. I%, Pe 63,
2

1
G. B. Malleson, Akbar and tho
Mughal Empire (Oxfords Clarendon Press, 1908

3r. R. E. Holmes, A History of the Lndian
w (Inndon' We Ho Allen & CO., 1 ) Pe 2.
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The spectacular accomplishments of this century of
Moslem=Mogul rule culminated in the latter half of the
seventeenth century during the reizn of Aurangzid (1528«
1707 ) whose rule ironically marked the height and decline
of the Mogul Empire in Indias Aurangzib's Mohammedan
fanaticism, religious bigotry, and careless disregard
of Hindu religious prejudice caused a gradual alienation
of affection for Mohammedan rule. The consequence of the
disaffcetion was the ultimate precipitation of a re=-
belli:n by the RajJpoots and Marathas which gradually
caused the empire to wane. Thus the difficult accomplish-
ments of a century of progress and just rule were
decimated by the infamous Aurangzib, whose death found
the empire in conplete decay arnd the King of Delhi only
the titular head of a fictional empirecs

Thus the opportunity for European political
expansion in India, heretofore mostly economic in nature,
was greatly enhanced by the rapid disintegration of the
Mogul Empire and the ensuing chaos of the seventeenth
century., The resulting political vacuum created a
situation of unlimited opportunity, immediately seized
upon by the various European colonial powers and culminat-
ing in a struggle for supremacy in India, a struggle in
which the English were ultimately victorious,

l*Ed\«raz:d Thornton, The History of the British
Enpire in Indis (Londons W. He Allen & Co., 1858), p. 15,

5Stnnley Lane-~Poole
the Mughal Euplre (Oxfords clarendon
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The French governor of Pondicherry was the first
to realize the implicntions and potentialities of a
situation characterized by mass disorder. Dupleix ene
visioned the idea of a vast French Empire in India and
immediately seized on the opportunity afforded. 4

The subtle designs and genius of Dupleix were
confronted with one major obstacle - « namely the
English, Traditionally English and French settlements
in India, by an understood mutual consent, pursued on
enlightened policy of quarantining and isolating India
from the wars of Europe. Thus the English and French
gsettlements in India maintained peace among themselves
while at the same moment these two archerivals might be
engaged in a life~-and-death struggle in Europe,

The first confrontation and clash of Anglo-
French power in India occurrad as a consequence of the
War of the Austrian Succession (1740-4£), This conflict,
of European origin, soon spread to India where the French
made initial gains by the conquest of the English settle~
ment of Madras., However, French assets in India were
voilded by English gains in North America and in
particular the English conquest of Fort Louisburg on the
St. Lawrence. In the Treaty of Aix-la~Chapelle these two
strategic fortifications were exchanged amd the gtatug
quo restored in India. The consequences of the wWar of
Austrian Succession were of utmost importance in India

because the conflict terminated the Anglo-French policy
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of 1solating India from Eur&pean quarrels., Secondly

the conflict bred tempation on the part of both Englamd
and Frence which guaranteed that neither could rest in
peace until one was the paramount power in India.

Dupleix now pursued an active and agzressive
policy of political intrigue designed to enhance the
French positiqn in India, The imaginative pelicy cf
Dupleix manifested immediate results as the Franch were
able to install Chanda Sahib as puppet ruler of Cernatic
in 1749 and in 1750 Mogaffar Jang as ruler of the Dekhan,
in both cases by taking advantage of disputed succession,
The cases of Carnatic and Dekhan were typical of the
revolutions and countererevolution, plots, and countere
plots and dynastie intrigues that plagued India for the
naxt several years as ths English and French vied for
position.7

Victory for the French in India depended
unconditionally on persistence in the policy of Dupleix
and ungualified support from a French government
dedicated to bringing the struggle to a victarious
conelusicn. Heither of these ¢onditions for vietory were
pursued with vigor. France was either unwilling or une

able to compete with William Pitt's aggressive naval

”

VAQBOIWQ ¥
India (Londons Methuen & Co., 1902),p. 65.

7James M1l
(10 vols.; Londons )
Vol.III, Pe 760

e Hig4torTy of Hrit 0 L8
per, Stephenson & Spence,l85
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policy, snd a fwrther dlow to French ascanioney in
Indta was the removal of Duplaix by the French Bast
India Company in 175%. The Prench positior in India,
now precipitately hindered, waes Finally decimated with
the incaption of the Seven Yaers'! Har,

Yietory for the English in the Sevon Yesars!

War was not without 1ts price, for during the course

of that econfliet the English tncurred the vrath of an
important element 4in Indian political affairs., The
Anglo«French rivaly in gouthern Indis in the years
{n1edintel s prior to ths Seven Years® War was not directe
ed against ony pertieunlar native state, The English

and French simply lent support to rivel factions within
a ztate vhere the legitimate soversigniy wes in disputs,
Rative politienl factions were used as pawns to the
edventoge of either the Xnglish or French vith the
primary murpose being the establishment of commercilal
suprenacy al dominant politisal influence with t:e native
atoates,

Significantly *his was not the ¢ase in Bengal
where tha atruggle manifested considerable import as
apropos to the Sepoy FRevolt because of the nature of the
confliet and the Rnglish sactics. In Bengal the eonflict
was directly betwe~n the English and the native state.
Fricticn soon arcse between the Bnglish settlement at
Caleutta and the Nawab of Bengal, Suraj-udedinwlah,
Unabls to resolve the differantes the Nawad decided
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march on the English position at Calcutta, and on June

21, 1796, the English surrendered after the treacherous
betrayal of the incompetent Governor Dral® who fled the
scene on an English naval vessel., The garrison at Fort
William was left to the mercy of the Nawab's forces, the
result being that 146 English prisoners were confined in
the infamous Black Hole of Calcutta from which only 23
aurvived.e News of the disaster reached Madras in August
and Clive was charged with an expedition to relleve
Calcutta and avenge the atrocity of the Black Hole.
Clivet!s forces retook Calcutta on January 2, 1757, and
concluded an alliance of restitution and compensation with
the Nawab.

However, friction soon arose anew between the
two antagonists as a result of the cutbreak of the Seven
Years! War. Fort Willism had fallen into disarray during
the rule of Governor Drake. He had totally neglected the
defenises and fortifications of the eltadel apparently under
the illusion that trhe Anglo~French confliet raging in
Southern India would not engnlf the English settlement
at Fort Willism or the nearby French settlement at
Chandernagar. The Seven Years' War csused the English to
desire the withdrawal of regiments from Fort William for

8 Froder}ck E. Pierce and Samuel Thurber,Jr.,

(eds.), MWWM
(New Yorks Holt & Co., 1911), p« 39.
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use in the Dekhan, but how to do thls and still maintain

the proper defesnse at Fort Willlam against the untruste
worthy Nawab of Bengal was guestionable. The only
solution appeared to be the removal of the Nawab end his
replacement by an English puppet, Mir Jafar, a minister
in the Nawab's courte Clive now embarked upon a poliey
of deception to achieve his murpose. He unhesitatingly
applied the low standards of oriental rather than
occidental diplomacy freely using treachery, falsehood,
deception, duplicity and political chicanery to achieve
the objective,

The plot was executed at the famed Battle of
Plassey on June 23, 1757, when Clive with a combined
force of 900 English and 2,100 Sepoy soldlers defugted

the Nawsb's army of 68,000 men.9

English losses were few
and the Fawab's army was completely routed and demoralized.
On June 27th Mir Jefar was enthroned as the English puppet
of Bengal.lo

The final ecoup de grace to French power in India
was delivered in January of 1761, when the French citadel
of Pondicherry was overwhelmed, The Peace of Paris of

1763 returned some of the French possessions in India but

76, B. Malleson, Jaxg cutve end
Qim&hgwﬁgglxahginmlnnxg_ Oxfords Clarendon Preus,190?§,
PP 95-96.,

10

A. D Im‘s' Q-ng_ﬁu-‘)pagga
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provided so many restrictions and limitaticns as to

nake these possessions valueless,

Clive left India In February of 1740, having
graatly enhanced the inglish position by adding
considerable terrltory to the smbryo English doxinlons,
elininating the French and Dutch as rivals, and estublishe
ing fSnglish supremacy in Indla. However, an indelible
staln a3 enbedded ~n the record of Clive as a
consequance of the Bengal affalr and as a result
significant animosity, hostility end ill=-feeling arose
between the Tnglish and natives,

The conclusion of the Seven Years' War was the
inception of English pouwer in Indis for it provided a
solid Toundation for further influence und expansion.
However, greater power demands more respongibility and
it wes now incumbent upon futuvre English rulers in India
to defend these possessions, the consequence of which was
further expansion,

The tenure of Warren Hasting's rule (1772-85)
was gencrally characteriged by tranquillity and a poliey
of consolidation and conciliation.\ Expansicn was completee
1y abhorred. Notwlthstanding this basie »p»hilosophy,
Hastings was enticed intec an expedition tiat resulted in
ill-repute for the English in India. The Nawab of Oudh,
Shuja Daulah, desired the territory of Rohilkhand which
lay on the Northwest Frontier of Indla. The Nawab used

in addition to morsl, economic, and political arguments a
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& pretended fear of a counbined iohilkhand«lMaratha
Allignce which weuld dangerously threaten his position.ll
Hastings, who was obviously influsnced by the fact that
the safety of tinglish Bengel was directly related to that

T Oudh, consented to thc Mawab's presuacive argumats
to garrison the Allahabad Jiistrict with inglish troops
for a subszidy and provide Znglish troops tc &id ia the
conguest of Rohillithand. Hastinz blundered by peraitting
the use of inglish troops and at the same time neglecting
to secure the control af the expedltion under ain English
comzander. Thls English oversight was brought into focus
by the Hawab's ruthiess, supsrfluous, violent, and
uiacivilized suppraeszion of the Rohilkhand. Thus the
English, whe secned tc glve support to the congueat, were
much discreditsad and their positlion was further made
distasteful by fallure %o provide rectitude for the offaense.
Significantly ilastings had c¢arried ths frontier of an
izportznt ally to the Himalaya Mountains and by the same
portion enh:unced iInglish pover and influsnee in India.
It seems that the Tngllsh positicn ean be explained and
Justifiad only -n the greunds of politicul expediaency.
The Fohilla War crceated a dangercus precadent ior the
future,

Another incident that further discreilited Hastings

. . S - o D |
———

G Ro Gl Mo Gt Xm L!;g Q: 85
Jﬂgﬁghxxgg_ﬁaggingg i Vels.; Londons Rlch%?g
Eentley,18k1), Vol T 3 Do 351,
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and the English in India was the First Maratha War
which was forced upon Hastings by ths bungling inter=
ference of the governors of Bombay and Madrase. The
consequence of this conflict, which resulted in e
territorial siatus que, was to antagonize further Anglos
Indiasn relations and nagnify Maratha apprehension and
distrust of the English. A final source of friction was
the addition cf the tarritory o Benares to English
dominions, the only such acquisition during the rule of
Mastings. The Govarnor=Ceneral had demanded financial
support from the Raja of Benares, Cheit Sengh; and in
falling to gain such support deposed the Rala and exacted
tribute from the Rajals successor. The methods used by
Hastings were much to his diseradit and c:-nsed considerable
eritiecism in England.l2

Iord Cornwallis (1785-93) arrived in India with
the intention of pursuing a policy similar to that of his
predecessor, Contrary to hils hopes and much to his
reluctonce, Cornwallls was forced into a milit-ry confliect
with the Tippu of Mysore, who, without provoe:tion,
attacked the English rotectorzte of Travancore with the
nurpose of exterminating the English from India.
Cornwallis personally com:.anded an army which succeeded in

gaining the submission of the Tippu. The terms of peace

laGleig, Qpe cit,, D. 417,

134111, op, elt.y Vol. V, p.237.



- DOMINIONS |
t333




15
granted the English one~half of the Tippu's territory
and a heavy indemnity. Considerable criticism arose as
a result of the expedition, but from the viewpoint of
self-~defense Hasting!s actions were totally justifiable.
Significantly the English had won the eternal animosity

of the Tippu and his followers.lb

S8ir John 8hore (1793-98) replaced Cornwallis,
Shore was not well qualified nor did he exhibit much
ability for the position of Governcre«General. He refused
to accept responsibility, was extremely cautious and
except for one rare occasion in the ease of Oudh, totally
lacked courage and aggressiveness. EBEnglish prestige in
India undoubtedly suffered as a consequence of Shore's
inaction which created considerable disrespect for English
power and the general feeling that the English were on
the defensive.

The policy of refraining from territorlal
expansion that eharacterized the Hastings', Cornwallis'
and Shore's regimes was terminated and reversed by the
latters successor, Lord Morington (1798-.1805). Wellesley
deliberately associated himself with a policy of ex-
pansion which was in part motivated by events in Europe
where Napoleon's rise to power and an omnipresent France
poised a dangerous threat to English possessions 4in India.
The distinet possibility of a FrancoeIndian Alliasnce would

v - -

14
Ibid. s Do 328".
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cront: an overtihelning threet to the “nglish, Alveady
meny netive armies containad Fronch officars, Wellasley
realizad the impracticability of an Anglo~Indlan Alliance
because of the obvious unrelishility of th: nstive rulersg
therefora, the only zlternctive remaining was to secure
rnglish gi_gggpg centrel ~ver the native states.ls

The first nativa state to succwib te tha new
wnglisn policy was liysorxe wiose ralor, the Tirpa, was
cugaged in a coaspiracy with the Fronch fror vhom he had
rocszived aid. iellesley dscided to eliminate this
potontlal danger to the English. 1In the brlef lygore
campalgn the Lnglish defeated Tippun, snd Myscre wes
partionad amcng the native states snd :ngland wilth the
latter receiviag the licn's share.16 Only e e12ll Dart
of the Yysore state wes armitted to retaiﬁ‘symholic
i:degendence. The Tnglish aequisition of Mysore left the
larsethas as the only indepandent power in the Dethan

Frrther acoulsiticns were made when the guestions
of suceession arcse In tha small states of Surat and Tanjur.
The En:zlish grented recosnition of certa’n elatmonts %o
she throne and in ecompenssticn reeelved conplete elvil and

1114

CT'

ary suprenacy In these states

Wollesley terminated o poliey of dual government

- e 2 i ———

lSF. We Buckler

Indiaa Mubtiny," v :
Socdety Vol. V January,
16

Oswell, on, eit,,Vol, III, p. 57.

"The Pol;tical Theory of the
922), D.90,
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over the Carnavic im 1301, because of a cuusgpiracy of
the Hawab wilth the llygore state.17The Hawab of the
Carnatic was peasloliad e

with most of Southern Indila sscurely under
Englich control ¥Wellesley riveted his attenticn ea the
fuaportani state of Oulh. The Governor<Gaaneral concluded
that 1% wes necessary to reduce the ailitary ioxcas of the
Haveb of Oudh and Inercase the Lngilish forces zlisady
stationaw there, Such cetion wouldy of course, lncur a
great incrsase in expense uhileh “Wellasley sropoced to
defray by o subslidy; awnely, the cession of liohilkhand,
The Nawab, 3andct All, vigorously protested; but powore
lesa to resist, ha acguicsced to the inglish damaadscl

Lord Wellesley now enamnueled uLis eflfovts toward
the HMaratha States whers incassént eivil var nad raged
siuce the decline of .logul iufluence. Iumposition of the
- Luglisu sistem on e aratha ostates would bs guite
auvaintageous in that it would bring peace to tuls area,
guarantee security ol tngllsn possessicns, ell..inate a
fusure potentlal thweat to Zaglish supremacy in Indla,
and nullify a possible Fraici alliancee. An excellent
oprortunity to aéhieve these objectives wanifested itgelld
when, Baji, Rao, the nominal head of the iaratlia Confederacy,

vag detheoned In a civil war, preclpitated by a disputed

l7&}.ﬂt, P. 62,

lgThmrntnn, op. elt., p. 266,
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succession. The Peshwa envisioned his political career

as being terminated unless he could retrieve his former
position by an alliance with the English, and so the
English and Peshwa, for totally different motives, becanme
allies on terms that the Peshwa would be restored as head
of the Maratha Confederacy and in return accept an English
subsidiary force. A brief war ensued, and as a result

the English acquired numerows territories, among them
Dcab on the Northern Frontier and Xattak on the East coast
of India. The consequences were signifie¢ant in that the
English now had a defensible frontier in Hindustan ard
unbroken territories from Bengal to the southern most

part of India. The English also gained tremendous
political advantage in the control and guardianship of

the Mogul Emperor who exercised considerable latent
political influence.”’

Thus Wellesley vastly ineressed English political
and military influence in India, but like his predecessors
he multiplied the latent discontent, opposition, and
desire for revenge against English usurpation of native
power and position,

Opposition to Wellesley's poliecy in England caused

his recall.zonord Cornwallis (1805) temporarily resumed

1903we11, ODe 01te, Vol. 1V, P. 72.

2OEar1 of Rosbery zeﬁ_ﬂsllaglnx.2g¥nza_ (2 vols.y
Londons Herbert Jenkins, 191 y Vol.I, p. 177,
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the position but died after a few months of servlice,

Sir George Barlow (1805-07) then succeeded to the position
of Governor-Ceneral and in turn was succeeded by lord
Minto (1207-13). Wellesley's three immediate successors
effected a revarsal of the policy of expansion with one
minor exception when in 1810, the Mauritius Islands were

conquered.21

This brief period of retrenchment was terminated
by the new Governor-General, Lord Hastings, (1813-23)
who immediately faced the problem of Gurkha encroachments
from Nepal.22This resulted in a confliet in which the
English acquired considerable territory west of the Kald
River, Hasting's most significant accomplishment was
the subjugation of the Maratha Confederacy by bringing
under English control the states of Sinchia, Negpur, and

Holkar Q23

Lord Amherst (1823-28) was also forced into a
conflict that resulted in a reluctant and expensive
axtension of English territory,zuln the First Burmese War
(1824-26) the English scquired Assam, Arakan, and
Tenasserim. The English had now ereated on their eastern

frontier a potential threat.

2l
Mills, op.cit., Vol.¥YIL p. 230,

22m" vol. VIII, Pe 53'
2
3p14., p. 157,

2
—uOSwell, w’ VOJ.-III, p. 1130
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The administration of Governor-General Lord
Bentinck (1828«35) manifested tremendous impact on the
Sepoy Rebellion, Bentinck expounded a new principle to
Justify annexation of the states of Mysore and Coorg,
namely that the existing governments werc corrupt amd
inhurmane. The justificztion proved to be most popular
as a method and excuse for gaining control of native
states. A second principle Bentinck applied to the state
of Kachar was the "Doetrine of Lapse"™ which the future
Governor«General Dalhousie used most ruthlessly.

Lord Bentinck's successor, Lord Auckland (1835e
42) immediately became involved in the infamous Afghan
War, Persia, because of active support and encouragement
from Russia, had assumed an aggressive and belligerent:
attitude toward the inglish in India., In order %
discourage potential Persian aggression Lord Auckland
proposed to create a strong, stable, and reliable
govermment in Afghanistan., The objective could be best
accomplished by de facto control of the Afghan government
which was precisely what Aucklarnd proposed. Dost Mohonmed,
who headed the Afghanistan government, was considered by
the English to be unreliable and fickle§ hence, Auckland
favored his replacement with an English protege, Shah
Shuja.zs

The English in 1839 <iffected the conquest of

25ﬁolmes, ope cit., ps 28,
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Afghanistan, in a2 war that was almost prohibitively
expansive in terms of manpower and money, axd enthroned
Shah Shuja as rajaes The GovernoreGeneral now made a
fat:z1l btlunderes His refusnl to withdraw Lnglish troops
even after the zonquest put the entire country in a state
of ferment and rebellion.26 Disastey now plagued the
English troops in their efforts to suppress the rebellion,
and 1t appeared as 1f the Snglish army would suffer
complate defeat if not annihilotion and suffer irreparable
loss of prestize.

The situation brought =bout Auckland's replacee
nent with Lord Ellenborough (1842-4%4), Zllenborough
organiged a relief expedition to regain Kabul and recoup
lost English prestigo. The :Znglish were succesaful in
their efforts and suecceded in aecomplishing an honorable
withdraual.27 Despite the final success of English arms
the primary objective of the Afghan War was abortive, and
former ruler vost Mohomed resumed power, The Afghan Wayr
is significant becnuse it dealt a damaging blovw to
gnglish prestige and erms and destroyed the legendary

26 p
05“911, QR._,M.. Pe 197

27 .
Albort H, Imlah *d _illenborough (Londons
Humphrey F11ford, 1939°, pe E'sof.i""!"



24

inage of invicibllity. One vriter pictures the Afghan
aff2lr az the most unqualified blunder committed in the
whole history of the Inglish in Indias

A direct conseguaence of the Afghan i/ar was the
annexation of $indh in 1543, The annexation, though
defended as necessary to the welfare of the 1nhab1tant129
and beezuse of the risk of an Afghan invasion, was probably
due ore to the deazire to regain prestige lost by the
Af~han affair. The c:se of {indh exemplifies the one
instance in which 1t 1s dirffieult to believe thzt the
case for annexation was not nore or less deliberately
nanufactured, in oppositicn to the declared sentiments
of the most higheminded, canable, and well informed
servants of the Government.Bo

34r Yenry lardinge (184h«l?) desired to bring
peace 2nd security to India =:nd to terminnte the lomg
soeries of wars, but 1i“e most of his predecessors the
Governor=General was plagued by war. The Hardinge
adninist: tion differed sigsnificantly and appreciably
from previous administrations in that the First Sih:
War wag forced upon hin much to his reluctance. A

Sihk attack on Firoznur precipitsnted the conflict in

23

Ae De Innesy QDo Ciley Do 237,

ngmlah, Qha Sitey Do o
0
3 As Do Innesy 2ne Slley Do 2904
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which the &tnglish vere victoriows. Hardinge now
nanifested his sineere desirz for pezece by attempting
to effect a just and stable govermansnt in the Pnnjabosl
Certainly if Hardinge desired to e nex the Funiab there
was s3ufficient Jjuastiflecation, bui this path of expansion
he 1gnored and allowed the Funjabd to retain its
indeponience with fair waraing cf the conseguences of
nisrle amd renaved oprosition to the Lnglishe

Herdinge Tetired from Indla in Janusry of 1848,
conffdent that he had bequesthed to his successor, lord
Dathousis (18%3e58) un era of pescae and gsecurity,
Hardinge assured Dalhousie on his depzrture thet it would
»o unnecessary tc fire & shot in India for several years
in the ruturoq3a Irculcully pecte lastei o.:ly thrze monthe
after the departure of Hardinge. Revoluticn ceccurred at
Koolten in the Punjad in April of 18%8, vhen two English
officers, Lisutenant Anderscn and !ix. Vans Agaew, were
mm*dar-w.” English Comzandep~ineClief, Lord ilugh Gough,
su; pressed the rebelllon, lwwn ag the jecond Sikh Wars
In Mereh of 1849, after the failure of an effort to ereats

o~ m——

31"’5’1 Yo ’ £ the Sopoy Mar iR
W (3 7018¢‘ Ibnﬁont Wtﬁtﬁuw & Co-, 1 9“93)’ Vol 1’
Pede

32

John e Re Maryiott,
(Oxfords ClePendon Press, 1932), )

3358¥°r.ﬂanuﬂlisb ps 20
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a stable and relisble government in the Punjab, Dalhousie
annexed the territory. Prior to the Sesond Sikh War,
Dalhousie had been adverse to the policy of annexation,
dut after that event he realized that 1t weas the only
feasible policy and stated thats

wWhile deeply sonsible of the responsilility

I have assumed, I have an undoubting convietion

of the expediency, the Justiece, and the

necagsity of my ast. What I have done, I have

done with a clear consclence, and in the honest

belief that 4t was &mgqrgﬁivuly denanded of =e

by my duty to the State,
The #:njab was placed under the control of a triwmvirate,
oocmposed of, Honry Lewrence, John Lavrence, snd Robert
Montgomery with John Lawrence finally galning complste
pover in the Punjadbs The English urder the enlightened,
capatils, and sympgsthie rTule of the Lawransce brothers
introduced in the Punjad numerous raforms. "It vas this
successful administraticn that made the Punjab what 1¢

becene in the troudblescue days of the Mutinysr The Saviep
Province of Ind&a.“359no inportant econsequance of the
Secord Sikh War was Dost Mchomedts reccgnition of the
permanent, dominant end invineibhle pesition of the English
in India, and so h@ desired a treaty with the Dalhcuaeie
goverment which vas signed in 1855, It wvas this treaty

vhich prevented any disturbanee on the frontier during the
sSepoy Revolt,

-

31‘5“'11, M;, Vols I, pe 10,
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The acquisition of the Punjab like nany othesr
gxtonsions of inglish territory was foreed upon a
reluctant governmenity however, "It was the one =tep in
his (belhousie) remorsecless career of annexation that
needed no apology.368uch cannot be acclaimed concerning
the other acquisitions of wvalhousie which wvere of an
entirely different nature, ard excited more controversy
than the actions of any Governore«General since Warren
Hastinsse

Dalhousie revived two principle policies, the
~"Doctrine of Lapse®, and annexation becpuse of mige
govermment., The [{ormer was more fre~uently used anmd
ereated most disaffection, A cardinal cornerstone of
Hindu religious falth teasches that a man can only escape
runishment in the hereafter by having a son to offer
sacrifice to his soul, Thus a ruler without natural
heirs cherished the privileze of adopting a son who would
preforu such a sacred duty, Howevor, 1t was the political
aspect of this practice that ecrused rmuch friction because
many rul:rs adorted a son not only for reiigious reasons
but also for the purpose of prepetusiing their dynasties,
Though 1t was an accepted custon that such an adopted son

-

3081011, gpa cifies pe 1le
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could inherit private and personal property,~ it was

clearly understood that a son could not inhorit a
principality without the sanction of the paramount powor.38

Dalhousie®s predecessors had practiced this policy
accerding to their individ al desires, but it was under
Dalhousie that the idea was used on an unprecedented scale.
Dalhousie wrote on this subjects

I take this fitting occasion of recording my
strong and deliberate ©pinion, ihat, in the
exercise of a wise and sound policy, the British
governnent 1is bound not to put aside or neglect
such rightful opportunities of a¢quiring
territory or revenue as itay from time to time
present themseivasg whether they arise from the
lapse of subordinate gstates by the fallure of
all heirs of every deseription whatsocever, or
from the fallure of heirs natural, where %hﬂ
succession can be sustained only 5 the saction
of the government being given to the ceremony of
adoption according to Hindoo law. The government
is bound in duty, ag well as policy, to act on
every such occasion with the purest integrity,
and the most serupulous observance of good
faith. ¥ enever a shadow of doubt can be shown,
the claim should at once be abandoned. But, where
the right to ter itory by lapse is clear, the

go ernment is bound to take that which is justly
and legally due, and to extend to that territory
the benefits of our sovereignty, preszent and
prospective, In llke manner wﬁile I would not
seekk to lay down any 1nfleziéle Tule with respect
to adogfion, I hold that, on all occasions,

where heirs natural shall fatl, the territory
should be made %o lapse, and adoption should not
be permitted, excepting in those c¢ases in which
some strong politicsl reason may render it 39
expedient to depart from this general ule,

371arriott, ops cike, Pe 153
38&cLaod Innes,lghgﬁagngx;agggxg_ {Londons A.D.
Innes & Go., 1897)9 Pe

39Holmes, ops eit., p. M.
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Pravious Governar<Genorals of India had been
prooe to uaintain local native dyaasties other than in
exegptional cagses and Lo jJudgze each case on its own
agrits. Dalhousie's predecessors had actad on the
general principle of avoiding annexation if possible,
but Yalhousis acie! on the conitrmry principls of
annexation if 1t could bo done legitimately, The inglieh
in inhoriting the parem.unt yower in India from the
degenorate iiogul Empire also inherited a principle
exercised by the Mogul Umpire in wvhich eonly the paraxcunt
pover c¢ould sanction politleal inhepitance,

The many opportunitlies of aanmexation during
the Dalhousie admiatgtration may be divided into cagas
involvings (a) lapsa, (b) misgeverasent, (o) agureasien
against Anglish dominicns. There were numercus
a:plicationg of the "Doetrine of Lapse", the firast deing
the principality o Satare in 1848, which had deen
created out of the Meratha Coufsderacy in the early
nineteenth eentury. The ruler on his d¢athe«bed adopted
an helr, a method not recognized by the Znglishy hence,
Dalhouste demanded that tredition be adhesred to end so
Satara lapsed to the Engush.!'o

A second case involved the state of Sambalpur
vherTe the ruler did not provide an heir on purpose
knowing the territory would 20 %o the inglish fram vhich
the pcoph would benefit, Thus the guestion of adoptioa

“Oue o0 Innes, fRa. Sikey Pe 130
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did not arise and the territory was practically bee
queathed to the ﬁnglieh.hl

A thiyd case arose in Jhansl in 1853, the ruler
leaving only an adopted heir, The country had heen ruled
in such 2 negative fashion in the previous thirty yeasrs
that Dalhouofe decided to assume controls The raja's
vidow was pensionsd, an act which £illed her with ditter
anitnoeity tovard the English¢h2Tha statia of Irisss and
Scinde met a ginilar fate for like reassons,

Anothexr signilflicant case was tha$ of Nagpur,
annexod in 1893, whilch waz the most dmportent of the
states in tatus of tayritory. She ruler 13ft o natural
or adoutsd hetirs, The gquostion of adoption arose whaen
one of the rulaerts vidows desired to :dopt a son who
dould sueeesd to the throne; howevser, Dalhousls opposed
tho artificel recreation of the state under this ¢ondition
cnd dagpur fell inko lapae .‘03

Porhaps the most slignificant of the varicue czses
tnavolving the "Doctrine <f Lapse® was the czs8 of Dande
Panth or tho Hona 3alib, %ana Salitbh wes the adopted son
of Bajil Iao, fornoriy Peshwe, uhc lad boen dethroned hy
Llord "matl:gzs for his ftroachory, “he Peghun was retired
on a pension of 83,000 pounds par year and on hie death &n

z"14\4. De Innes, ape citay 7o 285,

4" Ihtd., p. 282,
L4
3!&!‘0, «'}Q@_&iﬁ&g ne P77
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1856 vas cuite wealthy. MNana Sahib inherited the wealth
but also desired the pension which the English dexnied him.
The Nana never forpsve the Snglish for what he coasidered
a flagrant viol:ztilon of Justice, and when the opportunity
arose he aeffected a ghastly raevenge during the Sepoy
Rebellion at the Massacre of Cawmpora,

In the second category involving misgovernment
the most important case was that of Ondh which had a
repeated history of misrule and a equal number of English
warnings of the conseguences. Finally Colonel Outram,
English rosident in Oudh, submitted a repart in 1354,
regarding misrule in Oudh. Thus on Februsry 13, 13856
the territory of Oudh was armnsxed by nroclamation.
Dalhousie wrotes

I respectfully submit thot the time has come
vhen inaetion on the part of the British
governnent in relation to the affairs of the
Kingdom of Oudh can now no longer Jjustified,
and inaction is already coggerting our
responsibility into guilt v/

It was Oudh which was the seat of the Sepoy Rebellion
and thus "most direc¢t in its bearing upon the Mutiny was
the annexation of the Mohammedan Kingdom of Ou.dh."l*'6

In the third category of foreced acquisitions was

the territory gained as a consequence of the Second Burmese

| e — . - v Y A G s P - —

l’1'1\. D. Innes, QR. cll., Pe 287,

hsOswell, %_sm, P» 10.
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Ware. Anglo-Burmsase relations had graduaslly deteriorated
as & result of the Burmese fsllure to abide dy the
provisions of the Tresty of 1826, and the harrasssent of
English merchaonts by the Burweseé. The 2nglish, falling
to get just compensation and satisiaction from Ave, went
to war in 1852, Rangoon socn fell ‘o the Bnglish &n April
and the November conguest of Pegu concluded the war,
The territory of Pegu vas snnexed by Dzlhousie, who hod
. no alternative, by proclamation and without a formal
treaty or acceptance by the Ava govmt.w
The 18% annexation of Oudh was the last majow
Bnglish territorial aoquisition in India imrediately
prior to the start of the Sepoy Rebellion of 1857, Prom
1757 to 1857 the English had vastly extended their Indian
Empire. Bach year expansion gained nomentum and by the
time of Dalhonsie linglish possessions in India doudled,
The consecuence ~f this century from Clive to
Dalhousie waa to create a latent deer~seated hostility
toward the ubiquitous power of the inglish, The onhances
ment of English political pover meant a proportionste
and precipitant decline in the power of the native rulers,
This Englishk usurpaticn of native pover areated nany
enenies who sought revenge and desired to regoup their

traditionsl powers. Pax Britannies vas san unnized

"
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blessing to the weak and misruled; but to the dominate
political class the benefits were less obvious. It vas
precisely this segmant of Indian sociéty that was
alienated and potentially most dangerous,

The English attempted to cushionvthe shoeck of
dethronement by a liberal pension. Immediately priocr
to the Sepoy Rebellion the King of Delhi was receiving
150,000 pou:ds per yearj the Nawab of Calcutta, 160,000%
of Madras, 116,0003 the families of Hyder and Tippu,
63,0003 the Peshwa of the Marathas, 80,0003 and others
1,500,000 pounds per year.hSTbough many of ths monarchs
rendered politically impotent by the English were placed
on liberal pensions, this did not pacify their thirst
for political power. The pension also became a source
of trouble as did the usurpation and denial of political
pover. The English alienated future generations--the
Nans Sahib being an excellent c¢ase in point~~and the
affection of entire families. Thus was a broad and
significant base of discontent provided.

The natives viewed the incessant Engllish advance
with alarm, fear and distrust. The English unwittingly
created a popular image of having an insatiable appetite.
It is aptly saild that the "British government vas
unpopular precisely in proportion to its restraining

W8
Alezander Heylin (ed.), "™ Sepoy Rebellion"
g Vol. XV III ‘October, 1857),
Ps 32,
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{force." %9 Thus was thoe political basis o-d foundation
for the 3Sepoy ilebellion peartially created.

N
9:‘“ De Innoesy 9na citas Pe 300,



CHAPTER 11

THE SBPOY ARMY

Closely connevted with the rise of English
deminion in India was the disaffecti-n that gradually
arose among the native Sepoy troops vhich oconstituted
a large fraction of the total English forces in India,

Though the idea of a native army originated
with the French, the English soon employed the idea,

The first Sepoy tPoops were ralsed by the English in
southern Indis near dadras and Bombay during the 1/%40's
and 17508, Originally these were few in nuiber, dut
vhen i1t was realised that the Sepoys c¢™:ld be potentially
useful, their numbers were inereased as were their
responsibilities,

When Clive amPched on Calcuita, there waore
fourteen native battalions stationed in Medras, numbering
about 10,000 men, two battalions of which vere used on
the Calcutta mission, After the English conquest of
Bengal and the Battle of Plassoy, in which one battalion

e

1
There is considerzble disagr-ement as to the
original site at which Sepoy troops sere first employed,
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of Bengal Sepoys participated, native troops had growvn
to nineteen battalions or about 19,000 men,-

The first avidence of a wutinous splirit occurred
in 176% in Bengal vhen the Gspoys imagined they were being
dented prize noney Justly deserved. The Sepoys were
coneeded thelr shar: of the prisze money, dbut even then
cortain regiments manifested seditiouns conspiracy and
the rebellion was eventually quelled by a courte martial
which imposed deat!: panalties on twenty~four men, the
execution of which was forceably witnezsed by the dise
armed rebellious Sepoy troom;B This decisive and
unhesitating aetion ef the inglish heightened the Sepoy
respect for pover and aunthority,

A significant change in the Sepoy army vwas drought
about by the Reorganization Aet of 1796, vhich had the
effect of increaszing. the numbder of English officers in the
Sspoy Regiments and by the same portion Qecreasing the
influaencs and position of the native officors which wvere
nov sslectsd on the dbasis of seniority or commlssion rethes
than merit or experisnce, The act also caused poait!.m\u
of muthority to be exercised by Lnglish offtiecers unfit for
responsgibility. The clese Pelationshi: between native
troops and inglish officers disappesred and was replaced

2 W‘: m‘mt’ Pe 205,
3 Holmes, gp. Gites Pe U8.
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by discontent on the part of native offlecers, many of
vhorn lost their poaiticnl.u The founders of the native
army reecruited the Sepoy soldlers fron among those in
subjugation, Offigers were chcsen from hivher soeisl
poslition and higheecaste Hindus. As the officer positions
held by natives decroased and that of inglish increased,
disaffection arose. The whols charscter of the native
aray was changed because opportunity for distinction
ceased and the native officers became only nominal
loadaors,

Another degenerating influence was the period
of protracted peace that folloved the Mysore and Maratha
Harses The latter years of the eighteanth century amd
early years of the ninetesnth ceninry vere characterised
by successive military conflictes in which the English ware
viotorious and in which ths native Sepoy troops served
with distinction and attainad the height of their glory.
Howvever, in the post-Maratha War sra, military stagnation
and Snglish denamds on ths native troopec to adopt western
inovetions and oilitnry reforms, resulted in the
datorioration of sSepoy morale =nd the growth of dige
af'fection,

The Hadras arny, becayse of its composition, vas
particnlarly hostile to the Amnovation which included the
abolition of the distinguishing marks of caste worn on

o Kayos ODa . ils pe 215,
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the forehead, elimination of ear-rings in which the

Sepoys were fondly attached, and requirements to shave
and wear a special hcadedress. Change in head-~dress

vas an explosive innoveation in that it wags not only
synbolic of Christianity but was algo an abomination in
that 1t was made from sither the skin of cattle or swine
both of which were sacred to the Hindu and Mohammedan
respeetively.5 Thus English reforxs caused discontent
among Hindu as well as Mohammedan and united otherwise
irreconcilable enemlies in common causs. It was not
difficult for the Sepoys to imagine and suspect that
these innovations were subtle methods of converting them
to Christianity and assimilating them into western
culture,

In July of 1806 these numerous grisvances, greate
ly mggnified and aggravated by agitators, exploded into
violence at Fort Vellore. Thus was the seccnd majar
Indian mutiny precipitated.6 The English troops at
Vellore nuabered only four companies, the massacre of
which was followed by plunder and destructicon. The
disaffection at Vellore soon spread to various other
Sepoy detachments in the Carnatic and news arrived at

Arcot from whence Colonel Gillesple led a rescue mission

55111, oD, clt., Vol. III, p. 92,

6Holmes, ODs Clte, Ds 50,
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of English and native troops agalist the mutineers.
Though the rebellion was crushed, considerable
disaffection remained among the Sepoy troops.

Discontent was not confined to Vellore, the
Carnatic and Mysore but also spresd to the Dekhan and
Hyberabad, the capital of the Nizam's dominicns. In
Hyberabad the troops showed similar grisvanees as those
at Vellore, and these were greatly magnified and made
more intolerable by the recent arrival of a new
corzmandar, Colensl Mcntresor, whose ignorance of Indian
customs cnly inflamed the sitwation. Wwhen Colonel
Kontresor heard of the events at Vellore, he rescinded
recent obnoxlous ordersj but the arrogant Sepoys still
nanifested discontent and atterinted to gain new
concassinng, Decisive iinglish action prevented furtheyr
disturbance end the situetion continned to simmer.7

Fresh trouhle arose at Nundydrooz in Mysore in
October of 1806 , lmt 2 premature English knowledge of
the pronosed consniraecy and the rapid arrival of a
sruadron of Bnglish troops prevented violence. Further
difficulty arose at Pallamscottah i Moveuber and later
at Yallajahabad, but the bold and courageous actions of

the English commandant prevented overt insurrection,

"fKaye, ope cit., Ps 23k,
o
“Ibid., P. 242,
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the English were placed in a precarious position, for
the Sapoys now first begen to recognize their own powver
and strengthe

The situvation at Vellore and other English out-
posts indicated serions weakness of the 3e;ny troops,
namely irnelination to zccept the most distorted and
gx2;3ernted story as fact., One such rumor claimed that
the govornmens had collected ell nevily manufactured salt
and divided it into two parts ocne of which was sprinkled
with the blood of swine and the other of cows for the
purpose of desecration of Moslems and Hindus in an effoprt
to destroy thelr castees another fallaclous story
waintained thzt the government had ordered the ereetion
of a Christian Churcsh in every village and the abolition
of i1dol worship. Thus was religious prejudice and
Ligotry used to incite oprosition %o knglish ruls,.

another outgrowth of tl.e Vellore and asaoclated
mutinies wag the disbandament of regiments which .nanifested
serisus congequences. Ths 38poys looked eagerly forward
to enlistaent ia the Coupany's servies in Iadia.
thiilitary service was considered a priviliege, a desired
position of prestige and opportunity for advaincament,
It was a priuwary wmethod of suivsisteiice for the soldier
and his many depeadeints. Hany generaiions of one family
might hava service in tho aruy and thus the position
tended to be hereditary. The Sepoy had the right to
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pensiony 198ve «as grahied juite fregusnilyy and he
also onjoyed spacial clvil sigiis. Wz tha aruy, fTron
the Lepoy Viwwpsiub, was vulte Lae cpposlito of ¢
occldental concepllon o1 the williary. e Jopey nad
g personol iobtoarect L tho staellily .::i the govaernwmant
bocause it aeived ilsg selfeintcies. and 30 disgilssel
from he §6XVLIEC Was SIVEr: punlisiunend abe a org
uisgiaca, Lhe coagequoneo: of wnleh couid e gquile
AuHBalous 300 LUt h@s . plie

Ffwihar potential trouble was bred by the
aevarance of tyaditiocnsnl ties bastueon native soldlers
and their anglishi ofilesrs. ihls vas succusafos by
reorganlpation wl ceutrol.zasion ol power in (e inglish
ACEYe 0 powars of e saglizn oiliceys welo cupw
tailed and their lafluence decliiwd, Leglusnhal
comtikdesrs wele Iorbldden to prouwscie, pundsh or diseirline
vholr wen. Lhe greai povors o1 ke Lagllah ofiicer,
sormeriy looked up %o a3 & d9spol, graduclly dacreasedy
and tho Sepoys bagan Lo view uiiis puppet of hlhor
authaority with contempte The conssjusace of tnls gradual
upWard spiral of power wus iasusordiaation, coatempt,
and JdisXeapect,

As the british Lapize coaliawed i8s growih end
axpansicn, there arese s noed IoT woie c¢ivil ad wilitsry
servants, many of wiich ware drainsd fros (iw service of
the Conpeny in Iindia. Thaese agw pogitions uere =oXe
lucrative and presenied greater opportunity for advencement
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One of the most potentially gseriosus thrasts :rose
in 172k among the high-caste i:enval native Sepoy
resinents as a congecuance of the First urcnese ar.
The cosmopolitan Madras Sepoy was not affacted by being
tranaported across water to fight in Iurma, but the
Bongal “ejpoy opnosed the movement across the "Bleckw:ter®
or "Xalapswnee", even fron Caslcutta to Hengoon, which
would hue been a simple operation. The Bengal Sepoy
anlisted only for service in countries to which e could
narch such as Hindostan or dekahan, but he much opposed
being transported across the sea becnuse of caste
ViOl&tiQﬂBols

an ineident now occurred uhlich threctened en masne
the lovalty and discipline of the Lengal native Sepoy
srmy. The Forty-Seventh Regiment, which was stationed
at barrackpore and was naking praparation to march overe
land to Purma, was suddenly excited by rumors that English
troops had met disaster in thelr attack at Ramoo, had been
driven into the ses, and that the Murmese army was enroute
to Bongal;lé It was further rumored th:t the entire
inglish position in India was about to bs decimated,
Rumors of the difficulty of the tarritory to be transge
gressed ond the hazards of the proposed march also crected
much oprosition. The Sepoys now searched for a pretext

1
5Thornton, ap. cltey Pe W78,

% 1p1da
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to avold the march and rejoiced on learning of the
scarcity of avallable carriange~cattle for the moveaent
of troops to Burma.l? Hovever, at this point a new rumar
was ecirculated that beca;se of the inabllity to r-ise
transportation by land the Sepoys were going to be
forceably shipped to Bwrma. Discontent now openly showed
1tself and the Fortye-Seventh Regiment vowed not to cross
the sea. Paroded in Hovember 1824, the Forty-Seventh
nutined and denanded extra compensatisn for the proposed
overland march. Commander~in<Chief of English forces,
Sir Deward Paget, now marehed to Larrackpore with two
tnglish regiments and made an effort toward explanation
and concilation, but to no avail. Conseguently the
nutineers vere ordered to lay down thelir armi and march,
and refusing to do either, they ware fired uron by the
unglish Artillory.le The consequense for the Sepoys was
total disaster because many were killed in the brief
military action and many met death by courtemartial. The
Fortye=seventh licgiment was struck from the army list,
Madras troops weres shipped into action in Burma and the
Bengal Sepoys took an overlamd route. Thus a conflict
which should have increased the morale and enhanced the
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unity of the inglishenstive troops tendeu to have an
opposite affeet.lgTha situation also reflscted how naive
and gullible the native Sepoy was. He willingly accepted
without the slightest verificastion any fallicous ides or
rumor. The gullibility of ths Sepoy played a major role
in c¢roating dise-ntent and trouble for the tinglish,

Additicnal discontent arose as a result of the
Half-Batta Order of 1£25 by which the pay of many of the
native officers was unjustly and unreascnably reduced.
This caused ecnsiderable ferment and resulted in s
decline of worale and dedication to the service of the
Conpanye. 20

Disrespect wans added t» distrust and a decline
in discipline when in 1332 Lord Bentinel abolished
corporal punishment in the Company'!s Army. Thus vas
another :ethod of maintaining discipline eliminated, and
the concession was viewed by the Sepoys as an indication
of knglish fear of them rather than devotion ‘o their
wolfare. The conseguaite was to breed contempt for the
English atficers.zl

Another event of great importance in the dis-

integration of the Sepoy army was the Afghan War. The
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sepoy f{or the first time suddaenly realized that the
snglish army was no invincidle., In the dsbzcle of
Kabul *, . . . he (the Sepoy) saw the proud colours of
the British nation defiled in the bloody snows of
sfghanisten, and he belisved that owr reign was hastening
to a close, The chsram of a century o conquest was then
broke." 22 Though the Senoys and English finally
vindicated English arms in the re-conquest of Afghaniatan,
there yet remsined the vivid tarmish on tnglish arms
that co:1d not be removed,

A direct result of the afghanistan War was the
annexation of Scinde in 1843, This had considerable
affect because as the Sepoy army became more thinly
dispersed the importance of ths individusl soldier
diminished, The extension of territory made the English
more dependent upon native troops and at the same time
th-t depandsnce beceme more hazardouns. The [irst
dissatisfaction to remote stationing oeccurred in Fabdbruary
of 184l when the Thirty«Fourth Bengal Sepoy Regiment,
which had been selected for oeccupation duty in Scinde,
refused to cross the border into that_torritory unless
considerabtle greatey allowance was grantedi, The full
fimport of this oven: msde Governor-General £llenborough
realize the potentislly dangerous consequences. HSer0y

troops vwere actually in mutiny for more pay, and being
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next to the resti.e Punjab order where disorderly

S8ikh troops vwere in dominaticn, a formidatble allisnce
vas conceivable., The situntion was further conmplicated
b the arrival of nev icngal Regiments, thea Hixty-Ninth
and Pourth, which becane contaminated by the talnted
ThirtyeFourth and refused to eross into Scimdes It
was rumorad that inglish troops would refuse to quell
the lnsurroetion.23

These eviants spread to Madras and incited trouble
at Jubbuipore where the Lnglish, failing in their effort
to use bengal troops to occupy the 3eindey decided to
use the Madras Sixth Cavalrys, Though the Madras troops
were more cosmopolitzan than the Bengal troops, they took
thoir families on military expeditions and thus a
hegvier burden was placed upon them because of adiitional
exnense®, This was especially true of the Cavalry because
baing nade up mostly of Mohamnedans they required their
gpouses! to be kept in seclusion,

The allowance to defray expenses of this
expedition wss not as great as expected by the Sepoys,
and this caused smuch discontent and createl a major
grisvance, The situation would have erupted into
violsenge and mutiny in Degember of 1843 exeent that the
grant of higher allowances ended the potential danger,

23101d., pe 278.
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The Madras govermtent now prepared to sernxd two
regiments to Bombey by ship znd then on to oecupy “c'nde
with the promise that the Fortyeseventh Hegiment wowld
recaive extra allowsznee for the serviece. However, the
Hadraa government was acting beyond its cuthority, and
Lord Bllendborough ordered the troops detained at Bombaye
The advont:ges of foreign services being denied them,
the Forty-leventh now indilcated symptoms of mutiny which
vore supressed by the fnglish, and thus eculd not be used
in the occupation of Scindes The Madras aray", « « o
broke down at a eritiecal timeg but »nly under such veight
of misuanagement as might hove erushed out the fidelity
of the best zoreenaries in the world.®

. iventually Bombay troops were sent to gurrison

3¢inde and the territory bscame a part of the Bombay
prosidency. The two mutinous Bengal regimants werse
narched from the secene of their mutiny and the Thirtye=
Fourth, becsuse of its mass misconduct, was disbanded
at 4eerut, In the remagining mutinous reginents 2 few
were punished and the remainder excused for their mise
conducte

The results of these events were far-reachings
The rither mild attitude of the govurnnent, in view of
the magnitude of the situation, must be accredited to the

X
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realization that the soldiers w:re actuslly subjectod
to injustice and injuries at the hands of the governuent,
and therefore to pundsh them would be a severe mise
carrisge of justice, Howsver, ths lack of severe
panishaent ereated tho feeling that the Bnglish were
afraild to n»unish,

Another consecuence was the Sepoy alarm concesrne
ing the security of their pay. The lnglish falled to
give a thorough explanation of all regula tions and
obligation of both the governrent and the troops concerne
ing pay and allowanees, ray was olten granted to
encourage a Sepoy Hegiment to ge on an expedition, bdut
after the conguest 1: was often rescinded. The absence
of an explanantion uwdoubtly inecurred much displeasure
and misunderstanding betwveen the govern:ent and native
5epoy troops because lack of pay or reduction of such
precipitated an immediate crisis in a soldier's family,

The disbandment of mutinous troops also manifested
serious consequances in that many of the innocent were
punished as well as the guilty., 7There was further dangesr
in this acticn because of its widespread effect on great
nuiters of people and in effect placing in enemy hands
lerge nuubers of well-trained men, UDisbandment, to de
eifective, must be carried out proaptly, but in the case
of Scinde this vas impossible without courting seriocus
danger to the government, On the contrary to delay s to
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condone gsuch actions and to oncowurage further mlaesnduct,
Fortunately for the Snglish peace was a short duration,
and soesn there wvas ancther confliet to pacify the Sepoy
troops,

In the wintar of 18L5.44 the.e nrose a conspiracy
at Dinapore, proclaimed in the name of the Xing of Dolhi,
to incite the First Native legiment to rebellion.agﬁueh
an entarprise was well timed because the First Sihk War
attracted much of the governnent's attention and regources.
Howaver, the plot to debauch the troops was uncovered hy
English Major Rovweroft who rendered further efforts of
the conspirators fruitleass,

The annexation of the Punjab in 1848 brought
consecusnces much more sericous than the oecupation of
Seinde, The occupying troeps, dbeczuse the territory vas
part of the Presidency of Bengaly, hed thelr pay redusced,
Potential rebellion was dangerous due to the faet that the
Punjad was swerming with men from the redently disbanded
Sikh army. Sir Charles lapier, in a tour »f the various
encampments, found generel dissatisfaction and reluctance
to participate in the occupatinn of the Funjab without
higher pay. It seemed that rebelli-n was in a state of
suspended animation and could occur at any uonent,

The first inciden’ occurred st wWugeergbad where
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Genaral John iHearsey was in camnand, [However, due to
Hoarsey's stron: but Just actisns and the presence of
one regiment oI inglish troops, open rebellicn was
prevented, 2~ second outhresk occwurrad at Govindghur
whera the SixtyeSixth lative Hegiment attempted uisucessw
fully, due to the loyal sid of the First Kative Cavalry,
to sslge the fort. The Sixtyeiixth was disbended for
its conduct. “he inglish now slleviated the potenitially
dangerous funjab situation hy granting an increcse in
compensation fopr Hotive troops and the importation of
Goorkhas fron Hepal who polsed z threat in that they
could replace Eengal troops, The Gnorithas were not
tainted by eeste snd religisur prejudice and were

auperior soldiers.zé

The major conssqguence ~f the Scinde and Punjad
incidenta was that beth resultsd in concessions % the
native troops. The critieal questi-n was to determine
the groatar evil -« conegasion or resistance to Sepoy
domandsa

The annexation of Oudh also had considerabdble
offect on the Sepoys in that uany of the troops were Jdrawn
fron that areas Prioyr to Oudh beconing an Bnglish
provinca, the Sepoys derived cortain special privileges
Sron the Company and respect from the people because OCudb

vas a forei n province. However, when the Sngliash aniexed
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the territory and all people came under inylish protection,
the Sepoy lozt his speclal distineti n and respect from
the natives, Thus a privilered class was brought down to
a common level, Oudh fui-ther added to the ares that the
Sepoys had to garrison,

The government o{ Dalhousie tenied to look upon
the Sepoy insurrecticns as manifestations of gosvernmental
injustice and therefore the trocps were not to be condemned
as untrustworthy. Judgenment oi’ the entire aray on the
basis of rccent behavior was unwigse and unjust because
what they hed dorw for the idnglish in past times uas
notable and comuendsble. iven the recen:t outbreaks
evinced" .... a dispositisng, indeed, r-ther tc injure
himself than to injure othersg and it was not easy for
those who knew him to believe that he was eapable of any
violent and sanguinary oxeessea.“27 His weaker qurlities
of character wvere those least dangermus. The Sepoy was
incvigsistenty he could defend a “wropean scldier or
officer and the next moment betray the cause of that same
officer. However, " . . « he wou:d someti es brood over
inafinary wrongs, and when a del:usion once entered his
soul it clung to it with the subtle malevolence of an
28

inerad icable poiscn,”

The complexicn of the Indian mray immediately
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preceadin” the Sepoy ‘tebellicn pr-vides further insight
into that event.agrhore was basically £ uwr armlesg
naoraly, the Bengal, Beambry, Madras and LKoya® (7Tueen's)
Loginents.s These £ erntes provide & markoed cratrast,
Thore wés much digtinetd n 2n ng the native tro-ps withe
in the tntal srmy decnwse 7 the easte system, The Sengal
aray in particuiz? ecntained a nrep.ndavsnce of highe
caste frficara including Jats, jlsjpo-ts, and brchaing,
Thus the arist-oratic influrnce 1n the Fengal army was
vary poaerfuie Howevar, the armles -f Bunbay -1nd Madras
wora wach more hoterogens-us in nature wnd the lower
cestan dominsted these armiase Cortainly the Bengal
90141ar superficially appenred to be the “ines4t, but he
vag o0 legs asrvice-ble than ' 1s ¢-unterpsrt in the two
cther Presidenctas, Hs wus much znore gsenaitive, aware
of his superi rity, arrogent and f{ar less disciplined
than the Hedras and bonbsy Jepoyss In the Bengsl army,
caste took precedent ~wer diseipline, ani this bacane a
songtant 8 urce -f troubla,

The nminal propirti 18 ~f the vari us eastes is
typified in the Thirty~ourth leziment Hative Inf-ntry
of the tonzal army which on disbanduent contained those
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Brahming o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o & 0335
Chettryas ¢ « ¢« ¢ ¢ o« o+ o o237
Lower Caste lilndosgs 4 « o 231
Christiens ¢« o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ o« o «» 12
HUuSSUlWAaNS o o o o ¢ o o o #0200

Simo-o.oovooo_)‘_n
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‘he Lrzhains and Chettryas, both upper class, c mp-sed
ab.ut gixty pe:r cant of the ThirtyeFourth Ragiment,

Consider:ble deiate arcse ver caste in the Sepoy
armies.Bl Some argued that Dbrahiains aznd Haipocts should
be enlistod because of thoir high easte which meant they
had ngay supericr gualities such aos bolder spirit,
profasai-nal pride, high moral standards, and superior
physlesl structure. :ipponents argued that a anall
nuaber of branmins and najpoots was better for the sake
of dis~ipline and that enlistments should be made
indiseriminately of casta.32

Arguments also arcse ovar whether {o group troops
on the basls of race wd nationslity or mix them and
whether to cllow troeps to do local garrison service opr
be move. aboute In both ecases the latter idea was
practiced. Thoile was also the questi-n of whot' er to
allovw the Sepoys tu keep thelr familiecs with them: or

soparate them. The latter systeu was used in the Bengal

il i
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arny and the former used in Madras and Bombay beeause of
religious affiliation, Additional dshate revolved around
the question of the gqurnity ©f In~lish troops to be mixed
with the Sepoys. Some ar~med tn dn s0 was an indiecstion
of :iistrust. Opponents said that failure to maintain a
hich propartion was tc be overeconfident and woenld lead
to disastsr, The attitude of the government was
indicated in the faet that sfter t'e Vallore Mutiny there
was a call for “wopean troops,; and this was denied by
tho lenazal Government on the theory that it would betray
trust and co:nfidance in the native troons,

In retroapect 1t appears that thsre was a much more
serious gquasti-n than the proporticn of Ingliash to Sepoy
troons in any particular regiments nanely, the overall
total strength of the inglish and 3enpoy armies in India.
In determining the ovorall ratio it was gansrally accepted
that a ratio »f one English soldier to four native
soldisrs uas the min‘mm point f toleratisn and that more
than oas to three was excessivae. In 1856, one year prior

to the Senoy iiebelli-n the ratis was one to five.33

About sne-third of the iinglish troops were raised
exclusively by the Company for Indian Service and the
rasainder wers Hoyal Regiments nsed at the discretion of
the Imperinl Covernment and paid out of the revemue for

India. LEetveen 185155 the number of tnglish Company
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troops was 1increased, dut this was more than offsot by
a decrease in itoysl kegiments. In 1352 there were twenty-
nine iloyal Reglments in the three Fresidenciss totaling
about 27,000 men.3h In 1853 English troops stationed in
India numbereds Eengal 15,500, Madras 4,500, and Boabay
54532+ All totaled about 25,000 men,35and about 233,000
native trocps as coupared to 45,700 Woyal and Company
Znglish trocpao36
The ratio in each »f the three Fresidencies in
1795 was as followss 1 to 9 and 2/3's, Hadras 1 to
16 and 2/3's, and Bengal, the zeat of the Seuoy :ebellionm,
1 to 24 and 2/3'5‘37 In 1857 nctive troops outnunbered
the inglish by 7 to 1. The native army contained 317,000
men of which sbout ocne-half were stationed in the Bengal
Presidency. The Presidoncy c-ntained only about 23,000
tnglish troopa.38 By way of contrast, in 189 English

troops were gpportioned as followss Bengsl 3,306,
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fact that the number of officers had declined to about
one~half of the minimum ratio,

This tremendous preponderance of native military
strength created temptation ard encouraged the disaffect-
ed, The situation in Bengal was further magnified by
the improportionate distribution of English troops throughe
out the Presidency.ho The Sepoy Rebellion was mostly
confined to Bengal,

During these yesrs a major drain on the troops
stationed in India was brought about by the Crimean Ware
The Crimean War also effected India by the great number
of rumors that circulated to the efiect that the English
had suffered a major disaster. One rumor stated that
Russia had conquered and annexed England, These unw
foqngeq rumors were given greater import by the chronic
bélief that the Russians would someday wrest mastery of
India from the English.hl Rebellion in India, if 1t were
to be successful, would have to occur when the English
were engaged in a European war. Thus during a critieal
time of public disturbance, English forces in India were
being decreased. Such action proclaimed to the native

enemies of England the inadequacy of English resources ami
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encouragad registunce to Zngland. nnglish request for

native reginonts tn fight in the Crimean Jar only
magnified the zusplcion,

Thus =nglsnd, while deersasing the size »f her
Indian fmplre was decreas'ng the troops needed to> defend
1t, not so much from external as from internsl foes. The
anclish vere deceived in the coricepti-n that subnission of
nntive stales meani contentment and loyalty. Ilence, vast
areas of Indiz during this period lay unprotected by
Lnglish soldlers, =-st 2of them being conecenfrated in the
Punjsb because »{ the balief trat any iavasion of India
must come from that aguarter. This 9luply made the inglish
more dependant on the ennsplratorial native forces. The
danger of the iisproportiosnate ratic batween native and
anglish troops was recognized py Jalhousie whoso re-uest
for throe>regiments ns replacaments was of a0 avail.hz

The hlatory »f the Seépoy arny rrovidegs sabundant
manifestationg of disaffeeti-n and discontant fron its
ineentisn in the 17:0t'g to the Seroy Loballi-n of 1857,
There werc a number cof areas of eontasticn betvweon the
natives ant the :ngllish *hat exenplify misundsratanding
and difficulty. Among these was tiho caste system and
religious differences, raclal differances, cultural

differences, extension »~f f#nglish territoriss, nay and

prige money, relaticnships between native soldiers and
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soglish officars, suseceptibility of native troops to
rumor, and the ratioc of inglish to native soldiers,

These =nd rany :ther poiats of frictl-n becane more
gerious as tiuze nussed, and grsdually the Sepoy army
bacaz® more suspiclcus and Tearinl »f Znglish intenticns,

Graduzlly the Zepoys began to rezlize thelir »wn
sdignificance snd recognized the yraat rellance that the
tnglish nlaced upon theme It %o« the Sepsys upon vhom
the linglish relled Lo keop the 200,777,207 Indisns 4in a
peaceful stete of gaffalrs, Thus the Cenoys vere the
bulwaric of snglish power in India, but as discontent and
dicaatisfaction spread thoe Sepoys becare more a liabllity
than an asset. In raet tha 3epoy army poised a serious
tiwreat to Lnglish povwer in India.

Ay rovolt agalinst the “nglish 1n India had to
rece !ve the support of the native army and so the antie
Enrlish feellrg wn: an importent factor. The culiaination
of this era of misunderstanding and often isagined ringlish
injustice witnessed open nmlliitory rebellion snd 1t was
the Sepoy troops, “he unwitting povmns of lohamiedan
politicans, that nrovided ¢ e necessar nilitary support.
Without such support any conspiracy to revolt uouid have

been a joke,



CHAPTER III
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC REFOBRM

A considerable amount of the latent hostility
and discontent with English suzerainty in India had
its inception in the many social and economic reforms
that the English instituted during the first half of
the nineteenth century. Such reforms were extremely
difficult to effect because tradition was paramount
and many of the customs were steeped in antiquity.
Changes and new innovations were fur: her complicated by
the fact that within the confines of India were to be
found "the adherents of nine great religions, so.e of
which are in their turn split up into almost innumerable
sects, rangi g from an austere monotheism to a bewilder=

ing polytheism."l

Precipitant and rapid social and economic change
created a distrust of the English and placed in suspicion
their real motives for such changes. This suspicion,
added to those of English expansion and military reforms,
only magnified the native doubts of English intentions.

1
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The concentration on social and economic reforms
in India did not manifest itself until about the second
decade of the nineteenth century during the regime of
Lord Bentinck (1828«35) to whose administration the
origin of most English reforms in India must be crecdited.

The institution o: thuggee2had existed in India
from time immemorial and was quite prevalent during the
nineteenth century. Thuggee was an organized system of
murder and robbery directed by professicnals who
accomplished thelr tasks systematically and artistically.
The thugs, whose emblem of trade was the pick-axe and
noose, were a hereditary association of murderers adhere-
ing to a particular caste. This association had its own
goddess, ritual, observances, mythical origin and
sacrificial rites. The thugs worked in small groups amd
when not engaged in their traditional occupation were
innocent farmers or villagers. Though frequently known
to their fellow villagers they werc seldom revealed because
of the superstition of divine protection. Furthermore the
crime was often beneficlal enough to individuals, other
than those who committed the crime, that it enjoyed
considerable popular protection.3

The systematic suppression of this abomination to

2
From which the modern term thug 1s derived,

3John . Kaye, Ihe Administration of the Hast India
Company (Londons Richard Bentley, 1853), p. 367.
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society was not finally decided upon until about 1229,
when the project was entrusted to Major Sleeman. During
the next six years over 2,00C thugs were arrested of
whom 1,500 were put to death or transported for life.u
Lord Bentinck's vigorous prosecution of this crime soon
manifested 1ts effects, and within ten years thuggee was
largely eliminzteés Thls marked English success was due
to the suspension of some of the traditional court
procedurers such as giving every benefit to the accused
and evading trial on some technical point.

The suppression of the related crime of dacolty
proved more difficult. Dakoltl was sinmllar to thuggee
in that 1t had a hereditary caste and religious rites.
Dakoits weni in bands of thirty or forty, thelr favorite
weapons being the lance and fire-~brand. Less scientific
about thelr occupation, than the thuggee; murder was
merely incidental to the maln purpose of robbery. This
fraternity contained a great number of respactable
members of soclety amd because of theilr contribution to
villages and landholders, 1t was difficult to bring them
to justice because of perjury en masse,.

The English had early recognized *the problem of
dacoity but it was not until 1837 that the Tirst effort

at suppression was made with Colonel Sleeman again playing
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the prominent role. Though dacoity was not totally
suppressed even in the days of ILord Dalhousie, it had
by the 1850's greatly decreased.s The slow eradication of
dacoity was due in large measure to the failure of the
English to apply similar restrictions on judicial
procedurers as had been applied against the thugse.

Another civilizing measure instituted by the
English was the abolitiocn of sat1.6 The practice of sati
was more prevalent in Hindostan but it was common throughe
out most of India, especizally emonz the Hindus, and can
be traced far back in Hindu history; however it had no
foundation in the books of Hindu antiquity. When the
husiand died, it was a practice for the spouse to puitlicly
burn herself as a symbol of her devotion and faithfulness
to her husband. Many women dedicated themselves to the.
flames with an enthusiasm characteristic of the martyrs
of the early Christian era. Satl was a popularily respecte~
ed institution of divine selfwsacrifice, but what made the
crime such an abhorrence was than often the wife was une
willing to saerifice herself. As practiced among the
Mohammedans, the reluctant wife could not be compelled to
meet this fate but such was not the case with the Hindus.
It was quite difficult to determ ne those cases in which

» ‘
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the widow was willing or loath to sacrifice her 1life,

and thus the relatives of the deceased husband often took
advantage of the circumstances for proprietary and
financial enhancement and urged the wife to burn herself,
Often the widow selected death by flames rather than
suffer alternatives consequences, and so for practical
purposes she was actually being murdered by her relatives.
Consequently sati was of such a nature that only complete
prohibition was a Jjust solution.?

The inception of an effort to suppress sati began
in 1802 when Lord Wellesley instituted an enquiry into
the prevalence of sati, Investigation revealed that
between April 15 and October 15, 180%, no less than 116
widows had been burned alive within thirty miles of
Calcutta.8 In 1819 there were 650 cases in Bengal alone

which was a considerable increase over the 1815 statisticsg

Despite the widespread observation of this practice most
of the governor-generals of Indla refused to take decisive

action except to warn against the practice. Lord Amherst,
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admonished by the Court of directors on the subject,
refused to take action on the expedient theory that more
active interference would excite the minds of the natives
so greatly as to render the risks to serious. Lord
Bentinck also recognized the problem in a letter of
November 8, 1829 when he stateds

Whether the question be to continue or to dis=-
continue the practice of sati, the decision is
equally surrounded by an awfui responsibility,
To consent to the consignaent year after year

of hundreds of innocent victims to 2 cruel and
untimely end when the power exists of preventing
it is a predicament which no conscisnce can
contemplate without horror. But, on the other
hand, if heretofore received opinions are to de
considered of any value, to put to hazard by a
contrary course the very safety of the British
“mpire in India, and to extinguish at once all
hopes of those great improvenents affecting the
condition, not of hundreds and theusands, but

of millionsy which can only be expected from

the continuance of our supremacy, is an
alternative which even in the light of humanity 10
itself may be considered as a still greater evil,™ "

Ultimately it was Lord Bentinck who courageously
promulgated a law in 1829 prohibiting sati in any form.
On that occasion Bentinck remarked thzt all classes would
"be secure in the observance of their religiouns usages,
so long as that systeri can be adhered to without violation
of the paramount dictates of Justice and humanity."ll

By 1847 the practice of sati had largely digsipated.

10
. cwn Damsay Muir, MW
17561553 (Londons Longmans, Green Ouy s De

293,

11
Lee~YWarner, loc, c¢lts
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Another reform instituted by the English was the
abolition of infanticide, This practice, which lacked
foundation in the sacred books of the Hindus, was
practiced mostly by the Kajpoots and was peculiar to the
higher order or castes of people. Infancticide especially
prevalled in central and western India. The motive for
this practice was religious in nature and attached to
the stigma and disgrace incurred by an unmarried Hindu
woman. It was better that a female infant should die
than reach maturity unwed,

The chances of marriage were limited by the
necessity of finding a suitable mate in the proper caste
and proyiding the prohibitively expensive dowry. It
was a c&nsiderable advantage not to have daughters and
thus avold the high expense and difficulty of marrying
them, The practice of infanticide was so strong that in
certain tribes the males outnumbered females about six to
one.12

The English recognized this detestable pox to
soclety guite early but encountered considerable difficulty
in eliminating it because of the difficulty of proving
the actual cause of an infant's death. Thus in the early
period of English ascendancy the practice was common and
quite unabated despite English admonitions to the contrary

and native reassurances that the practice would cease,

Ae. D. Innes, op, ¢lts, Pe 211,
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The English sought to gat at the source o the
evil by eliminating the céuse. Laus were passed limite
ing the expenditures on marriages and douriss. Though
this evil did not totally disappear, it was greztly
reduced and soon the natural proportion of the sexes
becan to resume a more normal state,

Bentinck also placed restrictions on the slave
trade by a regulation proaulgated in 1832 which made
1llegal the removal of slaves for trafiic from one
English district to another,®3

Other than the abolition of evil customs amd
practices, Lord Bentinck's administration 1s nost
assoclated with the emphasls placed on eduecation in
Indias An 1Intercst in educaticn was manifested as
early as the Charter Act of 1713 which states thats

e « +» » » a sun of not less than one lac of
rupeegs in oach year shall be set apart amd
applied to the revival amd iuprovement of
literature, and the encouragement of the
learned Natives of India, and for the introe
duction and promotion of a ynowledge of the

sclences among the inhabitaﬂtiu *he British
territories in India. . .

The first serious interest appeared in 1823 during thse
Bentinck tenure. Education up toc Bentinck's time had
been primarily oriental in nature and the language in use

either Sanskirt or Arabic. Bentinck recognized the

l3Lee-'viarner, loc, cit,

lhmuir, Ope cifiey De 296,
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ineffectiveness of this and advocated the use of
English in association with the various vernacular.s.1

The stress on education was given further impetus
by the Charter Act of 1833, which opened the Company's
gservice to native and Englishman alike = = restrictions
as to color and creed no longer withstanding. Section
elghty~seven of that act declared that "no native of
the saild territories, nor any natural-born subjlect of
Hi

2

4ajesty resident therei ., shall, by reason only of
his religion, place of birth, descent, colour, or any
of them be disabled from holding any place, office or
enployment under the Company."16 The purpose of this act
was'important in the impetus "such recognition was
calculated to give to the progress of native education.“l7
The progressive enlightenment of the Bentinck
regime greatly enhanced the growth of educaticnal
institutions in Indila, Many new uuniversities opened
including the Medical College of Calcutta, 18373 the
School of Industry of Jubbulpore, 18373 the Engineering
College of Roorkhee, 18483; and iany others.l8 Thus

S— PA—

lsﬁersian was abolished as the language of the
courts in 1837,

16Courtenay P. Ilbert, The Government of Indig
(Oxfords Clarendon P ress, 192%), p. 89.

17“{" The Administr.kion of the Hast India
Coupany, D 2i.

lgllbert, oD, citay P. 87,
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.

Bentinck established‘the Coundation of an educational
systeum in Indila :nd promulgoted numerons soclal reforms,
Superficially, at lsast, it seamed that he left India in
"a condltion of proiound repose - ~ a repose which so
far as alien observers cun lnterpret Indlan sentiment,
appa:red to e the fruit of social contentment."19
However, tlie appearaznce was deceptive and superficial
as a fresh coat of varnishl

The tnglish also introduced into India a vast
transportation and com:sunic:tions network, but progress
in this arez of public works was much slower than in the
areas of moral and soclal reforis and did not reach its
apogee until the Dalhousie adminlstration.

The inception of public works began in India
during the 1320's and 1930's with the dbullding of a
system of canals which grew out of the need for irrigation.
In the early 1320's the Yestern Jumna Canal was built
followed in the 1230's by the Zastern Jumna Canal. A
great famine in 1833 gave further impetus to canale
making. In 1253 constructlion was begun on a Ganges canal
which was described in i1ts day as "the most magnificant

work ever undertaken in India - - one of tha most

20
magniflicant works in the world.® The building of the

19M&rriott’ eDe CLLQ' Pe 1370

20Ka.ve, The Admindstration of the xast Indla
Gonpany, 2. 291,
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Great Prunk Road, which connccted Calcuttz and Delhi

and then on to Lahore and Peshawar, had =z total length

of 1, 423 miles, and greatly facllitoted the problem of
transportaticn. Prior to 1352 the entire ::ileaze of
ralluays in India was only two-hundred miles., In 1852,
Dzlhousle took the lniltlative oir urgl z the extonsleon

of this embryo network. The first ostal service uas
instituted uuring the oOnlhousle tenure and the half-penny
vost was creatad for all of Indla thus grently enhancing

21
nd imncnsely facilitating communicen~tion nnd corimarce.

D

The £first telegraph also caime into use amd aearly four
thousand mlles of electric telegraph wns laid. Dalhousle
also toox an i:iterest in such »ublle works as 1laproved
harbors, brid;es, canals snd rocds. He reformed the
prison system and in 1254 introauced the ness hall
cafeterls syste.. which csused iany rriscnars to fear loss
of caste and conseaueatly the :ngllsh were accused of
deliheiately attempting to cawnse the mriscnars to lose
caste. Dalhousle a2lso broucht »ublie ednecation under
control of the state, and for the {first time tha educaiion
of Hindu and Mohammedan females was introcuced.

Ona vwriter summarizes the prosress z2nd congequences

2

“lIronically if thoese events which aided in
procipitatins “he 3enoy GSebellion of 1837 had been insgtle
tuted o decode or twe prior 4o thet overt then the
rebelllon w:-nld never have reached such great magnitude,
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of the Dalhousie educatimn reforms thuss

A vast network of educational institutions has,
under the system thus initiated, been spread
over India. These institutions start from the
indigenous hedgeschools of the Hindus and the
old Mosque schools of the Musalmans, which have
now been brought within Government inspection.
They advance, by well-ordered upward steps,

to the Vernacular and Anglo-vernacular schools,
the High Schools, the affiliated Colleges, and
the Universities., The whole forms a compiete
gradation of Public instructicns under the
direction and control of the state +« « « «

It has set in motion new forces, intellectual
and political, whose magnitude it is impossible
to gage, but which the British Government now
finds 1%self conpelled to reckon with. Amid
all the checks which occurred to Dalhousie's
consolidating system in India, after his firm
hand was withdrawn, this tremendous factor of
unification has gone on working without break
or intermission, gaining strength, and displaying
its m-rvellous results on an ever-extending
scale, Even the Mutiny did not interrupt the
progress of Indian education. The year 1857,
which saw us forced to fight for our existence,
also saw the Acts passed to establish the three
Indian Universities, since increased to five,
which form the Copestone of Public Instruction
in India. GE&very Viceroy, whatever his publie
policy or private idlosyncrasies, has sought

to connect his name with the magnificent system
of 1Indian State edgcation introduced during Lord
Dalhousie's rule, 2

The program of Dalhousie in its entirety has been described
as "one of the most comprehensive and far seeing which ever
1ssued from a human brain,®23

A major source of AngloeIndian friction other than

the social and economic reforms alluded to was that of an

22Marriott, oD, Citay PPe §5§e57.
231p4d., p. 155.
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equitable system of taxaticn. The inglish, in effecting
a permanent settlement »f thils problem in Bengal, iiadras,
the Dekhan and nther parts of India arosed considerabls
hostility and oppositicn among an influentiazl group of
the Indian citizenry.

The primary sources of English revenue in India
were the taxes on land, salt, opilum and customs. It
was the former which most immediately effected the bulk
of the neo~le and also that whlech ylelded the largest
revenue, Though there were numerous other taves, all
of which fluetuated in the revenue ylelded, the 1852
revenue on these four nrimary taxes indicntes thelr

relative 1mportance.21+

Land ---=-==mm=mm=a=fll, 250,000
Opilmi inderhnhadadadadadafasiitt o Sntndiad 2’ 500’000
CUSEOMS =mmmmcemmmmmee 2,000,000
TP £ R ——— - 1,225,000

when the iogul iapire was in the acendency in
India, the “farming out" method of tax collection was
used. The procedure was to divide the land into districts,
sdetermine the amount of tilluble iand in each district
and the anticipated production., OJetermination of the
yield provided the basis of wvhat was to e pald to the

o7 .
governuente ° The government then appointed a tax

el et s T 1~

2hkaig, The Adninistrotion of the dast Indls
Lompany, pe 143,

2)1t 1s interesting, in view of the events of
the tuentisth century, to observe the innumerable
contradictions inherent in the political and econocmie
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collactor of the district vho w s responsible for
collacting t'ce =27ount due the zovernment less that of his
own allbwance.2 frecuently wilitary officers -sere ziven
districts as = reuwarsd Ioe their services, thot were axempt
from the assezsed t:x.

The povarri.2at eld control over such districts
=ad eould resunr eontrel at dits diseretion. The taxes
collected by the zeuni-dor were not necessarily fronm

individralsy they covld be fros o villore cowiunity or

frow o loeal ~hiaof in charge of o po vie={ondrl filef,
“deolocics ol Eho canite?i 8t ol corvunist vriters in the

“*u-nwrﬁtebdtV century cs =pr
Karl llarx, in a seri
Pirst Indiarn jer of Indene

onpos to India,
ag of Tefter entitled “he
andonee, 1 SU=99 ( (ostous

Forei-n Ten F”CGS ”111~’!1ﬂ House, Evuﬂ) Tia*nes the
Lnzllish unierced fwiTy “or tie molitical aﬁu oconowic

exnloitation of India. !larx accuses the sn?lish of pre=-
serving and streagthening tha T ouedel asvste: in India and
using +?c ANy ?001a1 and ceconc:iic reforas for the

L toricy murpose of Turther n1f1~V1n and svbiugating
and mwittl o nonulace,

It iec frrthar malqtained thet the wnzlish investe
went in qu 2 w s not zetually 2 nayiang provositicn in
tn“u~ of cost varsus iaves +1‘ﬂ+ thaapr b

2ins  hout 10,000
snglish wmarasites holding lucr:tive positi
o actually neerued thz profits

llarx relects the qgllah systemn ol taxation as
vaserunlons 1o tho ot hha revenus derived w-s never re-~
turned to the reople in ths form of public works.

Marx contanis thst the Sepoy dovelt of 1857<59
was 1In rsallty a popular uprising incited by the
su praessed people, not as anost .nzlish writers contend,
the discontent of the :military. It is further contended
tnrt the axploitsd nmasses participated in the revolution
en masse, dircetly or indirectly and th:t the revolt
f211:d cnly because of the etheuic, religicus, political
and geogranhie aiveraity »f India.

~ms in Inala

’)
“Tve tzr-colluctor was called a zemindar a
tern often synonymous vwith a wealthy or great land-owner,

27
Such 2 district was called a jaghirdare.
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Often the offlce of zemindar was conferi’e¢ on some local
chieftian who held propriet.ry right dating from remote
antiquits. However, the zemladar held nc such proprietary
vight and though he might -resume that the position would
be passed on to his heirs, the of.lce was nevertheless
filled =t the will of the -aramount power, The actual
govermmental tax assessment was liable to arbitrary change
based on politicsl expediency as necess-ry to anhance
the fincneial welfar~ of the govarnment.2

The taxaticn syntenr was 1ot subject to legislative
enactnent but only to tradition and loeal usage. Though
thls systen voried throurhout India cnd in some areas
wns non-existant, the exauple allwded to provids a basie
sutline of 1ts ~eneral operat! i, In rezlity the lande
holding system of India —as far acre chaoftic than the
feudal system of the !iiddle izes. 7his traditional Mogul
method of tax-tion, a system inherited by the Lnglish
in the eighteonth century ras = subject th-t often
absorbed an unproportionel share »f a governor-generalts
attention,

The first governor-general to be rlagued by this
problen was Cornwallls, who in trying to create = more
orzanized guad uniform system ~ut of uass chaos conceived

of the fallicinug idea that the great landlorc fauilies

L e .. . ———

28
Mills, _g_pu_.gltt, VHa1l. V, Pe 3380
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of Zngland were analogous to the Indian zemindars. In
England the progress of the rural community had depended
largely on the landlord class who held great securitys
and so Cornwallls argued that 1f the zemindar were gilven
similar security he would be a soures of bensfit and
progress in India. The soil would be vested 11 a small
group of great landowners, as i: zngland, and cultlvation
conducted by tho many teaants. The zemindar could be
induced to look after the general welfare because this
7ould result ultimately 1i:: the 1 .creased walue of his
property a:d he would bo = ra elosely tied to the central
governaent to which he would owe his security.29

The key to the successful operatlon of this theory
depended on establishing the security of the position and
tenure of the zemldar and In a guarantee that the governe
nent would not -t some future date increase h:is taxes and
theraby destroy his ga'n. This was the basis of the
Parmanent Settlemant of Lengal, 1793, which established a
fixed tax guaranteed in prepetuity, at tho rate then in
effect, and made the geunindars hereditary proprietors of
the soll upon payment of the 1and-tax.30

The results of the Cornwallis Settlement 4id not
manifest the desired results a2nd proved seriously defective,

The zenindars did not fulfill the expectation af introduet-

et e L e e et em——

291p4d., pe 3394
30Mead, op, cit,, p. 311,
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ing agricultural improvements, and as a conseguunce no

one profited from the Permanant Settle:ient except the

2mindars who were now forti ted in thoir positionsz by
agreement of the contral navernmoent and law. Thus the
zeminder cained a feir reont, fixaed temiie, ;nﬁ freedom

of transier without any saeririce, ~nd the conly basis
upon which he cculd be ejectad was failure to pay the rent.
The im:zediate conse uinee of the iLengal Settlenent was to
gnhz=ce the urper class at the expense of the overnuent

n

and the {euciits,e Sir Charles listenlle suwn rized the

situation in : eritical :n=lysis as folliowss

sut chet vas thwo prices of the Permanent
Sattloment in Boengal? e not only relincuished
the right of the Gover:ment to any further
revenue frow: land, which was undoubtedly a
great sacrifice, but -lat was ouch worse, we
destroyed «ll the existing proverty in lsnd, by
croati o o class of wpronriet.rs te vhom we
rez -1 gsly cde cver the wronerty of others,

e« + + + he (Cornusliis) woo the eractor of
pri~ate property in the stote revenue, amd the
aroat decstrcyer of the privote nroperty in land
in Indiay destroying hundieds or thousands of
propriet Es for ovory osne trat he greotuitcusly
cre-ced.

The a::ulciticsn of territory in southern Indla as
a result oif the ilysore vars necessit~ted somec settlemant
thare. Though southern India had a syste: sinilar to
that of Eengal, it diff red apnrecinbly in th-t 1t was
not tho traditic al systes and that the zemindarl was
not an establishea institution, The settlement in

Southorn I.dic .as carried out by sir Thomas onro,

31Muir, cpe 1ltey DPe 191-92
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guided by the principle of adaptation of the existing

systen in Bengal =2nd having like motive, Monro, unlike
Corawallls, was not gulded by western theories =znd
analogles in the land settlerient, and so he proposed a
settlement based on prevalent custc.is that were understood.
The Dekhan Settlement, similar to the Madras Settlement
of 1502, provided that the ryot32was to hold the land
directly fro the government which recognized the ryot's
proprietary right to the soil without the intermediary
landlord class., The governrent's rent was fixed for a
tern of years rather than in perpetulty and the ryot was
given freedom of transfer and fixity of tenure,

However, a sowrce of fricti:n soon arose because,
unlike the zemindar syster:, any change in land addition
or subtraction resulted in a yearly assessment which
fluctuated and -ave the false impression to the ryot that
the plots under annual cultivation were being revised
also,

A third Permanent Settlement in 1533 occurred
in the Northwest Provinces ar Hindostan. This settlement
was more practical than 1deal in nature, and the
traditional native system was largely retained without
contanination by western doctrines and ideologies. However,

the objective remained the saie .Theé principle source of

32The ryot 1s the peasant cultivator.,

3315, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 31%.
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friction srose over larnd ownership, as disputed between
the ryot =znd the talukdar, the latter holding proprietary
rights that d-ted to antiquity. Democratic ideals were
followed in reaching a solution and so the ryot was
favored over the talukdar. Thourh democratic ideals amd
economics were on the side of such action, political
reason vas not. The resulting consequznces were that the
talukdars were deprived of their land and power and thus
lost much of their initiative and leadership, The
settle:ent crested considerable opposition toward the
English and thelr policlies and falled to gain for the
English any appreclation fror: those who benefited.

With few exceptions the various land settle:ents
of the latter decade of the eighteenth century =nd the
early decades of the ninetesnth century shonld be considered
the i‘agna Charta of the privilezed classes. During the
folloving decades thls pre~eminent nnd dominant class
went undisturbed, secure in the thought that their titles
were valid and their tenure securs,

The Znglish had committed a serious error in the
various land settlements by granting rent in perpetulity
rather than for a limited ter: of several years. A short
term settlement would have manifested the saue effects
desired by the government and further allowed the
government to increase 1ts tax as production, land values,
and cultivation increased, S8Such was prohibited by the

Permanent Settle:ents, and thus the government was deprived
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of future sources of téﬁditicnal snd legitlzte revenue,

Gradually the inglish began to zwaken to the
errors of the :ermanent Settlements nmd to reslize that
vast awounts of revenue, past anmd future, were lost and
that the landlords were living like parasites on the
English government enjoying immense privileges and
imnunitlies, The inglish further realized the grave
injustice and injury that had been done to the tenants,
en masse.

The knglish decided to recoup their losses and
for the next twenty yeurs gradually resumed control and
destroyed the power of the gre:t landlords. The English
coanenced wholesale confiscstion of property unless the
i7cunbent could establish indisputable proof of ounere
ship~-most of which could notes The fraudulent usurper
and the rightful possessor was deprived of his property
by indiscriminate confiscaticn., In the North;West
Provinces 'the getilement officer swept up, without inquiry,
every patch of unregistered lardj even those exempted by
a subsecuent order, which did not couie out until fivee
sixths of the tenures had been resumed."3lr

In 1852 the Inam Commission was established to
investigote property titles and "ecch day, produced 1ts
list of victims; and the good fortune of those who
escaped but added to the pangs of the crowd who came

forth from the shearing~house, shorn to the skin, unable




82
to work, cshamed to beg, condemned to penury.“35 During
the years 1°52-57, the Inam Comnission investigated the
titles of thirty-five thousand estates, three~fifths of
which were confiscntaed. The conduct of the commission
caused ~~rticulor dissatisfoetion in Oudh -‘hich suffered
espzclally from the investigation.36

The coasesnences of the landesettlements and
resunnption actions of the inglish were far-reaching.

It greatly swelled the nwiber of disaffected, who consiste
ed mainly oi the wealthy and influential classes, and

who cradited their desperntion to the /inglish and now
hoped for the onrportunity to recover lost powar and
rrestige, at sone future dnte, at the expense of the
“nglishe Among these wvere many nobles, nilitary chiefs,
ancient landholders, znd the priestly castes. The English
had nermanantly alimnted the affection of the most
powerful wealthy, and influential classes in India and
these groups held tremendous influence which could be
bronght 4o bear azalnst the Earlish,

It dres not to'e much imaginatio: to realize the
censnourneces of the iva decades of inglish progress in
Indiase In thnt —weriod of %time the fnglish ingtituted
nuierous social and moral reforms as the elimination of

infanticide, satl, dakolti, and thugee. Laws were inacted

35Ibid., Pe 177,

36Roberts, oRs Gibey Do 30ke
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to legalize the remarriage of native widows, education
for the feunale was iatrouuced, religlous crusades were
conducted, churches built, snd superstiticn was supere
seded by reasca. Hany =2conomic reforms were instituted
including the land-settlements, canals, roads, rallroa.s,

and telegraphs;37

dew ideas in astronony, scionce and
surgery were introduced,

It is obvious, 1n view of these reforms, that a
clash between Eastern and Western culture was lnevitable,
Furthermore the rapidity with which these reforms occurred
sconied to lend credence to the native fear of reform.
Naarly every new and novel English innovation caused
native alarm and ferr., Most innevatlons were viewed as
diabolical instruments to destroy the caste of the natlives
and subjugate them to the will of the English.

It 1s undoubtly true thot these innovations would
not have caypsed such great suspiclon were 1t not for the

38 The &nglish =nd Indians were of

wide gap in culturese.
different races, customs, prejudices, ldeas, nistory,
religion z2nd secial position. Thus to those who used
Telizious and racial superstition and prejudice as instrue-

ments of opportunicm, the opportunitises were unlimited,

37Nat1ve susplcion of new innovations is
reflected in the nameas attached to theme. The railroad

was referred to as the "fire-~carriage® and the telegraph
as the "lizhtning poststt,

38Heylin, ope citsy PpPe i2-17
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When these numerous reforms are added to the fear
of territorial aggrandizement and military reform, it is
obvious that the opportunity for rebellion was ripes



CHAPTIR IV
THD SESr0Y [LsvoLT

Tha eontaanialbsf the Battle of Plass say witnessed
snglish Indla h=s'<lig ia glory, gloatiiug in uniounded
success and secure 1n the bellef ol »repetual tranguilitye.

The .inglishy -/ith {ew excaptions,2soemed unavarae
of the stormclouds that had zatiered during the past
century. During this noriod the Bnglilish had unrelentinly
added to their domains so th-t in 1857 most of the Indian
subecontinent was under English sway. One after another

of the native

3

princes o-nd roces had suecumed to English
subjuzotion. The groat mass of conguests had occurred

by forcidble conmuest or annexation, Further .ore thers was
saeldon a moient of pause and thus '1ttle ov»portunity to
reduce the irrit~tica. Thousands harborad in menory
vivid humlli=tions ond many wers chz’ing at having to

endure the raja of zn allen race and craed. Thus a mass

-

1Ubi~u*towv unors held that Znglish rule in
India would terﬁinate 1n one=hu:dred yzarsy hence, the
veoar 1797 held special si- nificance for the °uneratitous.

It 13 a disturbing fact that nc cne 1n authority
in the Indian overnment except Sir Henry Lawrence seemed
to realize the imninence and lmmensity of the impending
disastere
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of constant disaffection amd entire hosts of malcontents
existed.

Among these, most powerful and dangerous, were
the Moslems with whom religious antagonisms and a desire
to revive their ancient preponderance were sources of
friction., Another major faction alienated by the English
were the Marathas, a warlike and unserupulous Hindu race,
whose once pre-eminent empire had been split asunder by
English expansion, however had it not been for the English
the Marathas would have been the masters in India. A
third group, extensive in number, were those who directly
suffered from English annexation and the action of English
land policy. This financlially and politically potent
group harbored special grudges against the English., A
fourth body of malcontents, especially dangerous in view
of their unbounded spirit and energy, were those whose
outlets for ambition and opportunity for personal
aggrandizement had been destroyed by the English. A
final group was the native army which suffered from novel
nineteenth century western military innovations. These
five categories provided a basis of massive discontent,
The abevant discontent manifested by these various groups
was further aggravated by cultural, racial, religious
and political differences,

There were four prominent features of the
Dalhousie regime which served to incite this chronic and

dormant unrest into active disaffection amd which
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culminated in the Mutiny of 1857, These were expansion,
in particular the case of Oudh, the "Doctrine of Lapse",
the disproportinate ratio of English to native troops,
and finally the dominant personality of Lord Dalhousie,.
The governor~general was "able, energetic, and bold, and
withal devotedly bent on fulfilling his duty to the
country, . . « an autocrat, exceptionally imperious,
s8lf-willed and self-sufficient.”3 These personality
characteristics caused Dalhousie to reject the traditional
policy of reliance on native advice and suggestions and
instead to rely on a select few officers.u

Dalhousie returned to England in 1855 to receivs
a herot's welcome and be eulogized for his brillant
successes and spectacular career of expansion and material
prosperity. Undoubtedly spectacular ard glamorous, the
Dalhousie regime errored in that it catered to the moral
and material needs of India and ignored the delicate
feelings, wishes, and thoughts of the native community.
It was this suppressed feeling that openlynmanirestod it-
gself in the Sepoy Revolt,

The dye was caste and the destiny determined when

the new governor=-general, Lord Canning (1856-62) assumed

3McLeod Innes, ops cit., p. 16.

l"Thisl at least partially explains the government's

unpreparedness and surprise at the inception of the Sepoy
Revolt.

SK a.y e 3 ! 2 ‘1“'! : |
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control on February 29, 1856. There was nothing that
Canning could have done to reverse the irrepressible
tide of conflict. Events of a century were against him
and fate jettisoned him into the spotlight of disaster,
Canning further undermined his already precarious
position wvhen he promulugated the General Service
Enlistment Act of July 25th, 1856, This act provided
that all future enlistments in the company's service
would be required to cross the "blackwater®™ despite caste
and religious obligations. The inopportune issuance
of this order further agitated and inflamed the already
explosive situation and had a demoralizing effect on
the native troops. Many viewed it as a direct and
apparent manifestation of the government's attack on
r8ligious caste and thus the ast coincided quite well
with the current sinister rumors respecting the
government 's designs to destroy the Hindu religion.
This situation was further magnified by the prevalent
but erroneous balief that the act applied not only to
future enlistments but to those presently in the service.
The entire Sepoy army was affected by the act, and it
now began to listen to the whispers of sedition and
rebellion,6

The immediate cause of the Sepoy Rebellion

SIbid., p. 468,
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involved the seemingly innocent replacements of the
Brown Bess musket, with which the natives were armed,
by the more modern Enfield rirfle. Depots and cartridge
factories for the new rifle were established at various
places including Dumdum, Amballa, and Meerut. The new
rifle required cartridges of a new kind which were to
be produced at the government factories near Calcuttas
A lubricant was needed for this cartridge, into which
the soldier had to bite prior to use, and it would appear
that little caution was taken with regard to the animal
7

fat used,

In January of 1857, prior to the issuance of a
single cartridge, at the govermment magazine at Dumdum
near Calcutta a low-caste factory worker taunted a Sepoy
soldier by saying that the Sepoy army was about to lose
caste en masse because of the issuance of these new
cartridges which were supposedly greased with the fat of
swine and cattle. These two animals were respectively
sacred to the Hindu and Mohammedan aml both religions
being affected by the sai@ act now united in common defense

of a sacred doctrine!

7It is significant that the new cartridges were no
novelty to India, As early as 1853 the new rifles and
cartridges were tested in India, on order of the Couwrt of
Directors, to determine the effect of climate upon them,
At that time AdJutant-General Colonel Tucker of the Bengal
Army realized the potential danger involved in the use of
the Enfield rifle and warned against the issuance of such
weapons to the native troops. The warning went unheeded.
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The story could neither be categorically proved
or denied and so the Sepoy soldier, taken aghast at this
supposedly intentional perversion of caste, spread the
alarm among his comrades. One officer at Dumdum wrote
on January 22md that "there appears to be a very une-
pleasant feeling existing among the native soldiers who
are here for instruction, regarding the greass used in
preparing the cartridges « . « Some of the depot men in
conversing with me on the subject last night said that
the report spread throughout India.'SActually it 1s not
clear whether it was an actual fear of the use of the
cartridges themselves or fear of public reaction to their
use that determined the Sepoy reaction.9

The conflagration soon spread from Dumdum to
Barrackpore where the 34th Sepoy Regiment manifested
considerable discontent, Certain detachments of the
mutinous 34th were unwisely and naively permitted to
march to Berhampore where they proceeded to contaminate
the 19th Sepoy Regiment, On Fetrcary 26th the 19th Regiment
at Berhampore refused to receive their precussion caps
and were ordered to parade by Commandant Mitchell, The
comnandant sensed the seriocusness and danger of the
situation, and without any English troops for support, anmd
doubtful of the loyalty of the native artillery,

8Great Britain,

(1857). Pe 37

9Great Britain, Pariiamentary Papners, Vol. XLIV
(185’7-&58) 9 De 1780

Vol. XXX
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capitulated to the 19th Regiment,

Meanwhile at Barrackpore the 34th Regiment had
woriked itself into a state of feverish excitement, Even
when allowed to use their own grease fhe troops fancied
that the cartridge paper contained objec¢tionable grease.
Hearing of the success of the 19th Regiment the 34th
became @ven more arrogrant and were not pacified by
General Hearsey's admonition of the possible consequences
of their behavior. On March 29th open rebellion occurred
when Sepoy Mungul Pandy, a selfeproclaimed mutineer and
savior of the Hindu faith, began to incite others to
rebellion and urged a general uprising. Pandy attacked
Adjutant-General Baugh and a small detachment of Sepoy
troops refused to come to Baugh's aid.lo Several high
ranking inglish officers were unsuccessful in ordering
the native troops to seize Pandy., The troops finally
obeyed only on the orders of General Hearsey who
threatened their livealland on the next day ordered the
entire 19th Regiment disbanded.l2

1OEdward Gilliat, Heroes of t%g Ind Mutiny
(Londons Seeley, Service and Co., 191%4), p. 57.

great Britain,
(1857)g De 126,

12

I .‘_._AN ary Paners, Vol..GX

Mungi.l Pandy was executed on April 8, 1857,
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It was not until May 6th that the 34th Regiment
was disbanded after a period of indecision and proscrasti-
nation by Lord Canning, Canning feared that hasty action
would only confirm rather than allay the evil temper
of the troops. The twofold dilemma of how rapidly to
act and the nature of the punishment to be inflicted
presented the English with a difficult problem, Indecision
and laxity could produce as disastrous consequences as
decisive and harsh punishment, Canning's conduct made
him the target of considerable criticism to the effect
that he did not react guickly enough and when hs did it
was with too much leniency. One young soldier wrote
to his mother on May 2, 1857, with regard to this points
“Nothing by the harshest and most sevére measures will
put an effeectual stop to this mutiny, and blood will
flow in torrents before it 1is quelled."lsThe same soldier
wrote again on June 16, 1857, that the "govermment is a
great deal too lenient and seems afraid to act with

proper acvority."lk

This latter comment aptly reflects
the Sepoy thought on the subject because under the
circumstances delay created the serious misconception
that the English recognized their position to be unjust,

and therefore their hesitancy to punish, rather than the

l3George D. Barker, latters Frou 21a and a
135759 (Londons G. Bell and Sons, > Do 3.,
L

1bid., Pe 45
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more accurate opinion that English inaetion was motie
vated by humantarian principleaols

During this ceritical period in the spring of
1857 Horthern India was visited by the nobleman, Nana
Sahib, whose tortured and greedy mind envisioned an
opportunity for revenge. Taking advantage of the
elrcumstances, he passed through the cities of Calpae,
Delhi, Lucknow and others and abetted in the instigation
of rebellion among the native princes and troops. The
English hardly noticed the passing of this nobleman whose
presence in itself was enough to portend disaster,

The threat to the English position spread dwring
April and May and many other encanpments manifested open
defiance of the English, most notable among these being
Umballah, Lucknow and Meerut. It was the latter of these
that created an irrevocable chaln reaction that pre-
cipitated the Sepoy Revolt,

Stationed at Meerut were the 1llth and 20th Native
Infantry Regiments and the 3rd Native Cavalry. Violcnce
was precipitated when Colonel Smyth ordered a parade of
ninety men of the 3rd Cavalry and all but five refused to
accept the new cartridges. An ensuing court-martial
found some of the men gullty, and on May 9th the punishe

ment was publically witnessed. Rebellion occurred on

lsTho popular viewpoint that Canning was too
lenient won for him the dublous title of *Clemency Canning."®
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Sunday, May 10th, led by the enraged 3rd Cavalry, which
feared disbandment, There now oeccurred massive plundere
ing, pillaging, and murder as the Sepoys took revenge

16
on every European unfortunate enough to be discovered,

Convicts were released ard the native police Joined in
the melee.

Commandant Hewitt was so stupified by these
events that he remained totally passive. Unable to assume
the initiative himself, he passed on his authority to
Brigadier Wilson vho made a meager and abortive effort
to thwart the revolt. The mutineers now fearful of
English reprisals decided to march to Delhi, and that
night left for the anclient Indian capitol where, after a
forty mile march, they arrived the next morning.
Brigadier /ilson made absolutely no effort, despite the
admonitions of inferior officers, to delay or thwart the
march to Delhi though it would have been simple enocugh
to have done so and a0 the final opportunity to prevent
a successful rebellion was blindly snd ignorantly 1gnorod%7
Furtherore the failure of the English to give pursuit
or make any effort to warn the knglish at Delhi resulted
in disastrous consequences and caused the natives to

gsuspect the English of lethargy.

16
Holmes, op, ¢itey Pe 99.

17Im., pe 101,
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Had the uprising baen elaborately and thoroughly
planned the mutineers could easily have made thaemsalves
masters in Northern India without much difficulty, On
thse contrary, 1f the inglish had been prepared for the
revolt it could just as easily have bheen paralyzed 4n its
inrancy.lg Neither happoned to bLe the casej lonce the
insurgents were given an oppertunity to gsin support
for their canse and the .nglish an opportuniiy to prepare
the counterattack, The deployment of inglish troops at
the outbreak of the rebellion wss a serious disadvantage

and rasarves were almngt non=-existant, At !Meerut thers

1aIt was primarily tha quostion of the sxtent
of the India gova.mment's novledce of the immenince
of the mutiny that interested mambags of parliazent,
Viscount Melvillae on Decamber 10, 1357 speaizing to the
Nouse of Iords commentad on the subjoct as ifocllowsy “I%
wag extraordinary that the loeal zovarmmant should have
had no information of an organized nutiny such as that
which hed droken out in Indla. Ye belleved 1t was
perfgeetly well known that the revolt was to commence
all over the country on = eerta’n dayy but owing to scme
misunderstanding it broke out a dsy or tw> too early at
Heerut, othervise the disasters ve hud nnw to deplore
would 5 ve bean far zgroatar,” Hzalville “found fanlt with
the local Government for not attaching due weight to the
inforzation which was eoamunicatsd to them." o .Great
Britain, 3 Hanazrdls Pardisnentary Debataes, Yol. CELVIIX

(18575 ‘:’)i PP- ’3—

Disraell speaking to the House of Commons
on July 27, 1 57 saids "The noble Lord (.arl Granville)
there 1ngennously inforned the country that the fGovernuent
ware utterly taken by surprise both here and in Indige=
that twventyfour hours before these eventis occurred they
did not even suspsct that anything was wrong." « » Great

Britain, 3 gf,rim;;i_ 's Parliomentary Debstes, Vol. CXLVII
(1857)’,90 . ’
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were two English regiments and some artillerys; at

Lucknow, one regiment and some artilleryj =t Dinapur,
one regiment; at Ccwnpore, a detachment of the Lucknow
regiment. The natlve regiments at these stations were
as followss Ileerut, threej; Lucknow, fourj Dinapur,

1
fours and Cawnpore, four. ?

At the strategically important stations of
Benares, Allahabad and Delhi there were practically no
#nglish troops. Between the Jamma and Nerbadda Rivers
English troops were almost non-existent and thus in the
area most seriously affected the English were least prew-
pared, The mutiny was primarily confined to the stations
generally described and Pax Britannica ceased to exist
in these areas. The only secure inglish position in
all India, except for the ladras and Dombay presidencies,
was the Punjab. The Punjab was made secure by the
existence of ten English regiments, artillery and cavalry
and the decisive foresighted action of such wmen &s John
Lawrence, John Nicholson, J. D. Macpherson and others who
secured the district for the English.zo It was necessary
to disarm some native regiments but because :zany rsziments
were couposed of Punjabls and Sizhs who were naturally

hostile toward the Mohammedans, an exceptionally high

198. H, Cunningham, & (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1892), pps 95-93.

20Kaye,
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proportion remained loyal,

The £English reaction to the various mutinies was
to recall troops from Persla, Burma, Ceylon, the Mauritius
and to intercept the expeditionary force enroute to
China and semd for reinforcements from England.21

No new outbreaks occurred for three weeks after
the Meerut incident whlch adds credence to the argument
that the mutiny was not especlally well planned nor
organized for that particular moment, However toward the
end of May the revolt began to spread rapidly and erupt
into general rebellion, and between the latter part of
May and the middle of June nearly every regiment from
Delhl to Benares had mutined.22 Most of the mutineers

murdered thelr officers and march off to elther Delhi,

21Two events prior to those alluded to had
precipitous influence on the Sepoy Revolt. Toward the
end of 1556 heretofore latent Snglish difficulties with
Persia erupted and finally culmin:-ted in the Angloe
Persian War of 1856=57. A considerable force of kEnglish
troops were dispatched to retake Herat, which had fallen
to Persia, amd thus at a eritical moment an already
small number of inglish troops was further diminished,
This incident further alienated Indian Mohammedans toward
the English,

At -bout the same time England became involved

in a war with China whereby the iinglish wers able to
intercept China«bound troops for use in India,

2281r De Lacy tvans in an address to the House
of Commons on August 1ll, 1857 estimated that 'mot less
then 100,000 of the natlve troops in India has been
elther desbanded or were in arms against us; . . ." Great
Britain, 3 Hangard's Parlismentary Debates, Vol. CXLVII
(1857), pe 1397+ The Earl of Ellenborough speaking to the
House of lords on February 15%1858 lended credence to Sir

De Lacy Lvans estimatee Great Britaln 33§§ggggglgg
A SAREILL el Debates ) Vol, XVII (18%?‘ 3 Do 13 2 &
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Lucknow, or Cawnpore.

The ancient city of Delhl became the focal point
of action during the early part of the Sepoy Rebellion,
Delhil was important in that it was the ancient capitol of
the Mohammedan Empire where the aged Behzudur Shah of the
Timor dynasty still retained a symbolic and titular throne.
The city was important not only by reascn of a traditional
nostalgia but because of its strategic and psychological
value. Furthermore it contalned a vast powder magazine
that was practically inexhaustible and for practical
purposes unguarded by any English troops.

The Mserut mutineers easily gained the support
of the native regiments in Delhi and on the morning of
May 11th began unimaginable pillaging and plundering of
the city. Enropeans were murdered en masse ancd public
buildings were burned. The inglish telegraph operator
was murdered while relating the circumstances then
occuring in Deihi to the iEnglish stations at Lahore amd
Umballah.zaThe mutineers then led a mass assault on the
magazine which had been courageously defended for several
hours by Lisutenant Willoughby and eight English soldiers.
Willoughby finally realized that aid from Meerut would not

be forthcoming and ordered the magazine destroyed. The

2
3Holmes, op, cit,, p. 105.
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massive explosion killed 05t of the nine inrlish dee
fonders and 14000 Saepoy troopse
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About half of these were English, the remnant being
51kh and Gurkhas raised in the Punjab. The Delhi de-
fenders n'mbered in the vicinity of 30,000 to 50,000
mnelly

burlnz the seige a numnber of bloody skirmishes
occurred as the native defenders attacked nglish
positions but each was successfully repulsed. The BEnglish
were more serlously plazued by the cholera andl sunstroke
than by eneuny tfoops. George anscn, the iEnglish Commnandere
1n-Chief who ordered the consentration on Delhi, soon
died cf the pligue and was replaced by Henr'y Barnard,
Barnard met a like fate on July 5th znd was succeeded
by Thomas Reed who 1In turn zuve way to Archdale Wilson
on the 17th of June., In early Septenber no less than
2,500 English troops were hospitilized for various causes
other than by those of a military nature.

On September 1lith the efiort to storm Delhi began,
and during the 12th and 13th the English tatteries pourded
away at the city, On the 1hth uncan Home and Philip
Salkheld wer: successful in blowing up the Kashmiyr gate
whici: allowad Colonel Campbell to enter the city amd
John Nicholson to form troops within the wall of the city.

Though liicholson was mortally wounded in the attack, the

#nglish had gained a foothold witiin the city.27 buring

27D. We Bartlett, The Heroes of the Indian
Rebellion (Columbus, Ghios Follett, Foster and Co.,
1859)y p. 310.
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the next week, due to the stubborn resistance of the
Sepoys, the English advanced inch by inch until by the
21st General Wilson occupied the imperial palace. The
King of Delhl was taken prisoner and the three princes
captured and shot by Wililiam H, Hodson the next day.28
Imiediately following the fall of Delhi, =nglish and
native troops were detached and sent to aid Cawnpore,
and the mutineer army of Delhl fled to Join the army
of Oudh,

The second major center of military operations
was at Cawnpore. hen news arrived at Cawnpore of the
mutinies at iieerut and Delhi, Commandant HNugh Wheeler
iimediately realized the seriousness of the circumstances
but with only fifty inglish artillerymen he dared not
attompt to disarm the four Sepoy regiments.agﬂe decided
to prepare for the defense and security of the 330 women
ard children, and on the 2lst of May these non-combatants
took refuge 1n an improvised entrenchment. However
Wheeler's actions betrayed hls own thoughts and aroused
the suspicions of the sepoys. During the course of these
events the Nana Sahib, concealing his hate and grudge
because of Dalhousie's denlal of a 1life time wmension

paid to his adoptive father, Bajl ..ao, offered his Maratha

8Leasor, 0o Cits, PPs 342-49,

296. O« Trevelyan, Cawnporg (London: liacmillzan
and CO., 1865), p. g’.’.
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30On June 8th the Nana

troops to guard the treasury.
Sahib treacherously ordered the powder magazine seized
and the four native regiments mutined, Thus began the
seige of Cawnpore which lastea until June 27th,

By this time iheeler had at his command 240
snglish troops with which he had to protect nearly 270
nen~-conbatants and resist the enroachments of 4,000
native troops. during the seige the Cawnpore garrison
manifested extraordinary resolition and courage and
poured so fierce a musketry and artillery fire at the
besiegers that they were constantly forced to retreat,
However insurmountable odds eventually began to gain sway
as the beseiged could not replace those who fell.31
Though the garrison could have held out considerably
longer, the misery, suffering, casualties, and the
woelfare of the women and children caused Wheeler to
decide to surrender the fortifications. The Hana Sahib
gave hls sworn guarantee for the safety of the defendars
ard promised that boats would be provided for thelr
departure, under safe conduct, via the Ganges iiver to

Allahabad. On the 27th of June as the surrendered and

demoralized garrison was about to depart, a withering

3O1n1g,, . 81

3lbartlett, Qs Clies PD» 20%-10,
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and murderous fire was opened upon them by the Nana's
native troops. Cne young soldier, in a letter to his
mother dsted august 2, 1857, describes the massacre as
followsy |

Hot half tha detaila of the horrible massacres
at Cawnpore are known, and 2any never will de
urowne I Was sneaking to a4 nativae this =orning
who was pregen' at o9 dresdful scenejy vhen the
hoats were fired into from the banks, one of
then was cut adrift, and floated down the river
mnharneds but a party of Sepoys were sont after
thom the noxt moralng and brcught the: back,
Thay woPe 211 brought on shore, the gontlamen
al! tied with ropesy and tieir wives and children
elinging to than, “Two companiss of deroys vere
drawn up to fire upon the men, and the ladies
were told they were to be gzaved, dut some of
them clung to their husbandg ana begged io be
shot vith them., The Sepoys had to drag them
away by force, and the order was given ito fire,
0ne of the party was a clergy-nan, who bagred
that a short tisne might be 2llowea the: for
prayer, which wae granted., Thoy then all shook
hands, and took their places in front of the
goldlers. The firing eox:enced and they fell
wennded and killed on the ground, The iepoys
then took up thelr swords, amd fjnished the
work by hacking then to plecesese

The remaining womsn and children, nuabering
abo ¢ 127, were take. back to Cawnpori. 7Three weeks
later as Ganeral ilenry !lavalock's forces convorged on
Cawnpore aand defeated the liana 3ahib's forces, the women
aid children were butchaered aund mutilatad and Sheir
bodies throwa into a well. fThe young soldier allunded

t0o was anong the relief expedltlion to Caunpore and in

oAy . N amnd

32
3 Barber, QDo Glbey PRe Dleb2,
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a letter to his mother dated July 19, 1857 he wrote

a description of the massaere and English reaction as
followss

But I must tell you the sad news which had

made even our vietories painful. The stories
which we had heard of all the Europeans having
been cruelly massacrced had proved true, but

the women and children, amongst whom were many
ladies of the station and of our 32nd Regiment,
vere tept alive, though 1n a wretched state of
destituion, all huddled together in a small
dark rcom tc the number, I belleve, of ncarly
100, fed upon flcur and water, and subjected

to insult., e had heard of thelr being alive,
and everyone had been most cheerfully enduring
all fatigues 1in pursuing the enemy and fighting
our way up with all speed in hopes of being able
to rescue and save thzse unfortunate helpless
ones, but what was our rage and indignation to
fiad on our arrival that the day before the
action they had all been most horribly murdered,
and their bodies stripped of overything, all
thrown down a well, Can you bellieve thnot these
devils ( I can call them nothing else) threw
down the innocent babes alive into a well to
die on the massacred bodles of their mothers.,
The scene of this tragedy is the most painful
sight that ever was witnessed and 1if ever

reven ‘eful feeling against one's enemies were
allowable I should think they were so now.
Every British soldier in this place is fired
with indignation and longingz tc avenge the
slaine33

The Nana Sabhi h=d reeked a horrible vengeance upon the
British.

The fall of Cawnpore made the seige of Lucknow
a certainty. Sir Henry Lawrence,‘sure that a struggle

was imminent, had carefully prepared the defenss of the

33;h1g., PPe 57«58
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Lucknow residency for the seige which began June 3Oth.3k
The military situation at Lucknow was as precarious as
that of Cawnpore becsuse of the endless flow of refugees
including many women and children. In June, Lawrence
could depsnd on about 700 loyal Sepoys and 1,000 English
troops for defense of the residency but by September
this had dwindled to 1,200 effectives, The Lucknow
garrison suffered miserably during the seigeras wounds
and ulsesse disposed of rnny non-combatonts. Com-
munic-tions with the outside world were severed and rumors
of impending disaster were rife. The garrison was
being continually depleted of manpower and provisions,
After Havelock defeated the Nana Sahib's forces
at Cawnpore, he prepsred to march on to Lucknow. How=-
ever he was twice forced to retreat to Cawnpore and the
latter retreat from Oudh seemed to the local chieftains
a symnbol of the abandonment of the Lucknow garrison
and =any of thes2 chieftains now contributed troops to
besalige the city. In September reinforcements arrived

at Cawnpore and a third effort, under the combined forces

~

MycLeod Innes MA%MW
(Londons A. D. Innes and Co.y 1 9y PP 59-70,

35La.wrence was killed on July 2nd amd wcs thus

the first casualty of the seige.

6 :
3 L. E« Rees, 0 ek (Tondons
Longman, Brown, 3reen, Longmans, and Roberts, 135%3),
pp. 13143,
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of Generals Outram and Havelock, was made to relleve
Lucknow, On the 25th of September the 2,000 man army
fought its way into the Luciknow residency which was now
tenporarily relieved.37The additional manpower was
welcome but 1t also caused a manifold increase in the
probleu of providing proper provisions,

The second relief of Lucknow occurred in
November wnen 3ir Colin Campbell with 4,000 Delhi
reinforcements crogsed the Ganges River. On the 1l2th
Campbell?!s forces reached the residency and after overe
coming the determined resistence of 30,000 rebel troops,
antered the residency on the 17th. On March 2lst the
city of Iucknow fell to the :inglish and gradually the
entire province of Oudh was recovered.3

In central India during March and April of 1858
51r Hugh Rose conquered Jhansi and Gwalior from the
insurgent leaders Tantia Topl and Jhansi TaniB.9 The
conguest of these two citles, for a1l practical purposes,
marked an end of the Sepoy Hebellion., During the next
year the !nglish were primarily engaged in subduing a

guerrila type wariare, the last flames of which, were

7iicLood Innes, Iughnow and Oude in the Mutiny,
P 2250

3P pide, p. M8,

39G0 Be Malleson,

1857-59 (3 vols., -ondons We H. Allen and Co, 1878),
v°1. III’ po 1650
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extinouished by April of 1259 vhen the Tantia Topl was
%0
beirayed ana captured,
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);0
The Nana 5ahib fled to Nepal and was never
heard of spain.,




CONCIUSION

A century of rapid politieal military, social
and economic innovations were the major contributirg
factors to the Sepoy lebellion. These changes created
massive end widespresd discontent vhich culminated in
revolutio::,

Actually the revolt effected only the Bengal
presidency which may ba explzined by the contrasting
nature and compositi-n of the Sepoy armies in the three
presidencies and by the faet that most of the reforms
alluded to manifested greater consecu:nces in that
presidency,

The primary participants in the revolt wvere
the Eindu Sepoys of Bengaly the Moslems of the Ganges
provincesy the talukdars in Oudhgy the titular lead 'rs of
the defunct {aratha Zmpirsg and the HMoslems who desired
a restoration of the ancient ¥ogul Empire. The reasons
for the Hindu uprising are clear, but as Disraeil
concluded the Sepoy army was "not so much the avenﬁg;im
of professional grievances as the exponents of general

discontent."ul Though it wzs the Hindu Sepoys that arose

klﬂreat Britaina

Deb-tag, Vols CRIVII (1557
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it was the “oslems that seized control of the revclt
for political purposes. In reality the Moslems were
attenpting to =ake the llindu Sepoy army a puppet for their
own political notives,

It appewars zbundantly c¢lesr that there was no
Hindu conspiracy or effort to foaent rebeliion, but 1t
13 equully clesr th t thare was a osle: plot to incite
rebellion as a means %o Hogul restor-ticn. Obviougly
the plét was not well calculated or organized and it
wag only accidental that the cartridge incident provided
the disaffected rioslexns with the desired opvortunity,

It would be a riajor miscaleulstion to term the
Sepoy Hevolt a naticnalistic movern=nt 1n any coniotation
of the term.h2 It was siuply a revolt that grew out of a
protracted reriocd of transgression and grievances. The
revolt was not characterized by a unifiea spirit or
nationalistic gozl and execept for the Nana 3ahib, Tantia
Tori, Jhansil Tani and a few lesser chiefs the revolt was
totally veld of lasdershine

The peculisr and insvitsble observation concerning
the revolt is the naive amateur unawareness of the India
government of the imminence of the erisis. Only Henry
Lauraence seened to sense the threat amd its potential

proyportions,

hzoisraeil maintained in an address to the louse
of Commons 1in July 27, 1857 that it was a nationalistie

revolt. Great Britampagn%am_ahmmmm&mm
Vols 'VII (1877), pe 1475,
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The 1mmsdlate gonsaqﬁunces cf the revolt uera
profound. Most important osmong these was the chunge in
authority as Indla passed from the century old grasp of
the wmast India Zompany to the Lnglish Crown, On Novexber
1, 1358 India ca:e under the diroct conlrol ol the inglish
Crown and Lord Canning became the first Viceroy of India.

Anottar result was the reorganization of the
military btoth native and nglish. The inglish incransed
the ratio of Liagllish to native troops amd reorginized
the native army so0 as to rive 1t a greatar projortion of
tnglish offlecer:; with grester powers. Canning also
roversed Dzlhousies! "Doctrine of Tapse" pollicy and
guarantead the right of adoption and suceesiion to the
native thrones,

Thus the avents behveen May of 1857 and April
1758 manlfeszted »rrofound ceonsanuences for India and

the inglish =nd ushsred 1in & new era,



APPERDIX

Irvegular,
each Army res
this Bowse.—

Narrvs Orvrcsms.

...........................

the Ofcial Heturn showing the Number, Caste, and
the Native Cficers and Boldiers of eacii Ragiment, Regular
of esch Pmidene{,

tive

confined to Regimouts borne o the
; 30 far as can be stated from the

Indis House, Sept. 1858.

: BENGAL.
Nagvs Ixvawrry, 7 Regiments, viz.: $1st, 3lst, 47 h, 65th, 66th, 70th,
and 73nd.

Nox-CouuIssionzp, Raxx aNp
Fiz.
Caste.
Mahomedans.................. 1,170
Brahmine ........ocoevvinnane 1,678
Rajpoots ..........cooceeees 2,837
Hindus of Inferior deserip-
[ N ,057
8ikhs end Punjaubees ...... 54
7,796

IazsovLan axD Locar InzanTay, 13 Regiments, vis. : Regiment of Khelat-

Battalica, Kemeoa Battal

jou,

Light Infantry Bastalion, Mhairwarrah B ttalion, 8ylhet Li
Battalios, Arrama Batt lion, and Shekhawattee Battalion.

Nagve Orricass.

Ranamt of Ferote

re, Regiment , Simoor
usseree Battalion, Hill Rangers, Aseam
t [ofantry

Nox.Coxuiseionzp, RANK AKD
Fie.
Caste.
M homedass.................. 1,185
Brabmins .......ccoveevnennnn. 849
Rajpools ..oceevvivnieennnn. 2,711
Hindus of inferior descrip-

[AT) . DU 2,247
Sikhs.... 1,309
Hill men 1,112
Mughs ... T 705
Burmese ...... (3
Munniporees.................. 167
Jhats oo 48

10,339
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MADRAS.
Narive Cavarey, 7 Regiments.
Natrva Ornceas. Nol-Coxm;om Rarx am®
R
Casle. Caste
Mahomedans .................. 68 Christians........ccccuuvnenee 8
tas eceineennns : censens . 1,986
Rl T IR~ s+~
ab‘ D ... ....ii0cnnnne ’
Indo-Rritcas....... TR | © ]
77 1
Cove Conniry.
Central Camnatie, “ll. ngoont- RUTSURPRR |
sz b (‘:m “Trighi . gnlnl Carsalia, Madse, o
thern untn. |-
sopoly 7 "~ Vellare, be. ............... 1
.............. Southera Carmatie, Trichi-
Tn]ﬁn. Madurs, and Tiane | BOPOY ceeieiireniiiinnnnns
YelY soeecvivienninsnscnscseases 1| DAramabpal.....
Ceded distriots ........cuuun.t ] (;Jed districts
YFROTE ooveveceernnneranenonias
e, Modwrn, and Tia-
.................... [ )
17 5%
Naviva Israxty, 59 Regiments, 7
Narwvs Orncans. Now-Coxummermn, RaSx aNB
Chazte.
Clristians
l;nhnctdl:d ..................
raliming Ragpoots......
Malirattas .....coco.eeennenen
Telingas (Gentoo) e
Tamil .coeneeeenns
Otbe “castes
Iudo-Britons ..................
Cowniry.
Hindoostan .......ccceeeunnns " Hi
Northern Circars ............ 317 Northern men ......... 18,938
Central Curnatic, Madras, Ceutral Carnatis, Madns,
Vellore, &c....ccoevveenenne 239 Vellore, 8. ........... S,841
Svuthern Carnatic, Trichi. Southern Carnatic, Tnchl
) ¥ 177 BOPOlY - veeeernniais 1,760
Carned forward...... 784 Carried forward... 33,477

—— .



L wnliry.

i Coustry.

Lrought forward... 784 Brougut foryard | 32477
Baramald ... .. L 29 Baramabal .................. [P
Ceded disiricts ..ocoounoes 32 Ceded districts ....... AP BTN
MYSOre L 59 Mysore ......... .. . 2,608
Yanjore, Madura, and Tin- Tanjore, Madura, wnd Tau-

Levely e 119 nevelly ... 3617
Docean and Mahratta ... 7 Carara, Moulmein, Jaol
nah, and Belgaum ...... 2%
Decorn and Mahratta. ... Y
Portugal ... ... i
Other parts.................. 5%
1,130 41,7v5
BOMBAY.

Narivx Cavargy, 3 Regiments.

Narrve Orricens.

Oee.
Cheistia®s  ..................... 1
feeeeens 12
szﬂ.,f . Regponts -
ingse (Gentoo, .o oo 0
eeteneens eereeieiriionn \ v}
Olhes castes... 12
Indo-Britoas ........o......... 1
36

0

g

X 1

JOOPO. .. ccueuiaiiiiiaraiiins 0
hlj"r}r;, Madura, and Tinne-

........................... 0

Bambay ............ ... 1

36

Nox-CouMissronep, RaNk aND

Frrx.
Custe.

Christians ... .......cco.eo... 66
Mabomedans .................. 459
Brahmius and Rajpoots ..., 202
Malimttas . .......o.o 18
Tebinges ((Gertoo) ... ... )
Temil covovovi v ]
Otlier castes ..............u... 0S8
lodo-Bntons .................. 22
1,425

Counliry. .
Ihindoostan .................. 1,073
Northern Circars .. .......... 21

Central, Carnatic, Madras,
Yellore, &c. ...............
Southern Carmatic, Trichi-

nopoly (1]
Jeccan 125
Concan 114
Mysore 0
Tanjore, Madura, and Tin-

nevelly oL 0
Guzerat....co.oooveiiiienninn. 1t
Persia ..o 1
Lisbon ..ooooiiiiii 4
Affica .o 2
Bombay.......c.ooonie 4
Punjab and Scinde ......... 21
Cahool and Afighagistan ... 15
Europe ..ovvvivinniiiiiniinnn, 1
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Narivz Inrarray, 39 Regiments.

Narrve Ormncuzs.

Casle.
Christinc ........... veereaen 9
................. 111
Bnhmuu and Rn)poou ...... 188
?lhnlha R N (
el (Gentoo) ............ 8|
Tnm‘iT“. ......................... 11
Jews..ooiiii e, 3
Otber castes..................... 130
Indo-Britoms ..... Cevereenans 0
Purwarreee ..............couels 3
|
563 i
i';()ﬁﬁt"y.

Hindooetasn ...o.cooovvvinininin,
Northern Circars
Cenirs}  Carmatie, b‘ndru
Velore, &0 .
Soutliern  Comatic,

qu"'!-

Deceaa.. .. .. ;
CHooks .. !
Myucce, !
Lagyoem, W)lrrx and 7 Liane. |

vedvo L U

883

Wox-Couwmsiorsn, Razx aup
®ua.
Caeele.

Brabmine ang oM. .
Mehratias Rm ......... RE!

Telnnu {Goutay’ ......... H§

(L 33
Jen ....................... ¥
taer castrs .............. 7,723
Indo-Britoms ............. #4
Purwarress......occo. oL 179

......................

———
$4,170
1308
P .‘;‘”1
g dra..
BS:
§mad
%)
b
IR VI
C s w
T o, W e enid ] i
e ey e a2
& yace wnd \,{.\c 4%
Gasemm. L. e e
Berday, 1‘)..2!1;k o
pnmm .. e e )
Bup-a .o 1



Gryanit RITWRS choving the Racm and Custes of which the Netive Army was oomposed oa Aprdl 1, 1858,

Nvxnsn o snsh Racs and Caern.

E‘

' Furopera Cornmiovivned
1 Eurepesn Nen-Cormis-
sinned Ofeoors.

Hindoon of inferior
deseriptiova.

EE

.%

‘Jg ‘ !5!
gl

;

I

| g 'ﬂs £

: ] E-u [
E

frtmar,: [

uo;r'u Cavalry ... 261 3

e.241ll .. | 538 77| 8 44| ...
1,850( 25| 694 344 231 35 ...

Ty, Regmlar . 2¢R1 47090 998) 486 5,690{6208) 6,40414324! 135

19i

ceefoee] e | 18
$1,938

en are e ose .a Y . see §oann

e, regelart 290 2 43.716) 200 1,35311538| 3.911)3321{3804| 15,236' 896 39702867) 3581 $5( 33 97113677580/915/508 933 41:888
f

Covalrr legular.) 54 .. 110,708 41 283
Am"“v "re"u'*r‘ 100 81 998l ...} ...
Cen u.d-s umpwu & ! ‘

kl. . e . ; 1' 2' 309 .o 9

ase

330 849 181 83!' 2,401

485,

1319] 167) 467 19| .. | 105] 39 8 ..|..|.| - #1091
88 18] b ... e o] e | b e 683,

: 18 178 10 . T
_se~aind 635 91180063, 579 10,454/8526/ 10,367 o5 IZ;I 18,374'2153 3453 3338 877 33| 1371_50 3670i506/915i803 _333/{ 77,138
N.B.—Aggregate of Corps the Reoss of which are uot showa in this Return.................. | 2,920
Grand Total......... '90,083|
S ;:f zoeral’s Offics, ilesd-Quartess, i Zéa;m) W. Mavesw, Lieut.-Col,

2".5abad, August 13, 1858.

Adjutant-Geaeral of the Army. »
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