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PREFACE
Perheps no politieal force in history hod a grester impact on
the life of the common man than the French Rswlution. For centwries
the authority of most Buropean natione had been vested in a monarch
who was usually supported by a carrvupt aristocrasy. Strong attashmeny
%o the nation and patriotic wars wera congidered Lo be the exclusive
rights of the monarch and hls nobles, The great mass of people were
thought to be incapable of such attachment., Sugh loyalty as the masges
had was supposed to be centered in a nongfh,-.,_}fpo in turn was to represent

-

the nation as he saw fit,

The French Revolution shattered all these praccopeceptéons,  The

T o S

poople were elevated to a degree of politieal consciousness unkmown in
previous generations. The nation was considered to be above the idea
of a single monarch and was made Synonymous witi{;.'m'people. Since

tho pecple embodied the natiom, it followed in thecory that thay had the
right to rule the nation as thoy saw fit. This concept swept aside the
theory of divine right of kings and rule by the aristocracy which in
many cages was more interested in perpetvating itself than in providing
national lesadership,

Noxt to Frange, perhaps no other countyry was as much affected by
the pringiples of the Revolution as Irsland., BRuled in theory by the
Idng of England, Ireland for several hundred years had been rulad in
fact by the English Parliament. 4 small oligarchy controlled the

11
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Irish Parlisament and in co-cperation #with England ruled the Irish
nation. The population as a whole was prevented largely on religicus
grounds from having any veice in the goverrment. The grievances of
the masses had been denied a hearing in the Irish Parliament for over
a hardred years. The seeds of the French Revnlution fell on fertile
grourd in Ireland, Irish nationalism taken from the French Revolution
grow to be a powerful force in the nation and eventually aroused the
masses to attempt to throw off %he yoke of political tyranny. This
paper concerns one man in particular who attempted to utilise the
principles of the French Revolution in leading the Irish people to
freedom, His name was Theodald Wolfe Tiiu.

I wish to express appreciation to Dr. Rex Syndergasard for his
sncouragement and assistance, without uhich this paper eould mwb have
been uritten. o

Any errors are entirely my own,
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CHAPTER X
THE PROTESTART ASCENDANCY IN IRRLARD

The period from 1691 to 1800 is known in Irish history as the
Protestant Ascendangy. In order to understand fully +hat is meant
by the term, it is necessary %o refar to the Treaty of Limerick
aongluded in 1691l. The sgreement at Limerick marked the end of the
struggle between the Catholios under the lsadership of James II and
the Protestants led by William of Orm¢o.1 The original purpose of
the Treaty of Limerick was to honor Wiliisnfn.pledge of generous
pesce termo to the defeated Catholios. The articlas in the treaty
guarsntsed the Catholics the same rights they had enjoymd undey Charles II,
and granted thoss in the military service of James a full pardon and
undisputed ownership of their lands and possessions. These provisione
were also oxtended to those persons who woye gonmected in sawss way with
the Catholic forces, such as their wiwes and ohilldren, The privileges
ware gonsiderably reduced in the final draft of the treaty, either through
accident or hhnt.z Dospite the best efforts of William III, neither

Bar (Landans Onfare Sulverstly Peaes, NTHF), oo TELH, - oot

“hnily Lavless, The Story of Ireland (New York: G.P, Putnan's
Sons, 1898)’ PPe 3 *
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2
the English nor the Irish parliisments ratified the Treaty of Limerick,
whioh became for all prasticel purposes a dead letur.3

The Protestants of the established church had only recently
regained political supremacy in 1691, They were determinsd that the
Catholios should never again threaten the existing order. In order
to keap the Catholics of Ireland in a permanent state of political
and social sudservience, a seriss of law3 were passed in the Irish
Parliasment over a period of years which became imown as the "Penal
Coda."“ Under the penal laws the Catholics vere restricted in
property rights, education, and choice of oeaumuon. They were not
allored to vote in parliamentary chctimu orﬁa held aeats in the
Irish Parliaments If any memboer of a Catholic family became Protestant,
he could, if an eldest won, tale possession of lis fathed's ?;4;‘“.

If a wife became Protestant, she was emebled under the lav %o gain

a large measure of oontrol over the property of her Catholio husblni.s
Other enactments forbade Catholios from marrying Protestants, from
QAITying arms, engaging in manufacturing, and still others presoribed
the praotice of their roligion.6 While historical authorities differ

as to how rigidly these laws were enforced, it is clesr that the

3
Rdaand ﬁnrbis A History of Ireland (londen: Barmes and Noble
Ino,, l%o); w. 5

Spanlop, ope oit., pp. 431-432,
a4,

6 aa,



political system of Irsland beceme for all practical purposes a
caste sysua.7 It should be noted that the pemal laws discriminated
against the majority of the nation, for the Catholice numbered
spproximately two-thirds of the popuhtion.a
The Irish politiocal system was completely dependent upon England
for gsupport. The Church of Irelend wen an extengion of the Anglican
churoh in England. Its members comprised a emall minority of the
nation who nevertheless held the reigns of political power in the
Irish Parlilament. This was achiowed through joint co~operation
between the Bnglish and Irish Protestanta who operated a system of
"rotten boroughs’ and poiitical bribery ﬂnthr tc what oxiated in
the Engilsh Parlisment. The smgll olique o;;' ’P)rotaoat.mt families who
ruled Ireleand were a minority even of the Protestants tﬁ(}iﬁmm
as the "Undertakers', the "Castle®, or the "Ascendancy.®’ In order
to congolidate their hold upon the nation end deal with the Catholics
as they wished, the Ascendanay surrendered comtrol over the
governwmal's budget to Bngland. This oonoession actually gave Englanmd
complste conirol over the Irish zowrmnt.m Tha Irish Parliament was

also restricted by Poyning's law, a statute dating bask to 94, This

?Robart Dunlop claims that the Penal Code was rigorously enforced,
vhereas Mlly levless foels that this i» not the case., Dased on his
o¥n readings, the author tends to agree with Dunlop.

81‘3‘1“5. op. -"-."-‘-" PPe 301-306.

90\31"51’. ga_._g}j_-, PPRe 290=294.

Obunlop, gps gite, PPe 131-132,



L
lay gave ingland the power %o appruve or disspprove of any legislative
Deasure passed by the Irish Parlimant,’l In other words, mo
legislative measyre oould bosoms law in Ireland without the spproval
of England, The same lav also limited the Irish Parliament as to when
it eould convens and vhat items it could aonsider,?

folitical dependence on England meant camsorcial 4spendence as
well, Jngland reserved the right to interfere in the commercial affairs
of Ireland if she thought there was & tdpwat to huer own egonomio
supremacy. In 1699, duve to the pressure of 2nglish woolen interests,
a law was passsd through both wumﬁa which forbsde the export of
Irish wools Such an a0t put an end to ispmzﬁnue Irish industry and
the resulting occoncmic distress added t¢ the popular discontent and
genmaral lavlessnss: o prevelent @mong the peopls at zmamm
bitterly resented the ecanmmic restrictions by ngland which uera
orippling Irish comam.n Other acts put an end to the expert of
cattle and any large scale nmufac‘bnring.m Through these and other
acty, Irelamnd became a aountly with virtuslly no foreign trade,

In the matter of land tenxre and the agricultural system in
genaral, Ireland was little more than an enslaved country. Most of the

nCurtia, ﬂo G’.ﬁ», PPe 29)"296¢

Garl Stephanson and Frederiok Osorge Marcham (eds.), %ﬂ
%&h Congbitutional History (Now Yorks Harper and Row,
# Pe

Diguless, ope gits, ppe 307-310.
%ﬂpy .2‘ Lt_"i PPe 133"1350



5
farn land in Ireland was ovned by absenise landlords, who in twrn sub-
lessed to various tenants, Often the land was subleassd several times
over, much to the alsery of the peasant farmer or "cottier® who fouml
Mupall exposed to the extortions of numerous middle xmx.l‘5

Another complaint smong the Irish peasants was the tithe esysten
vhich supported the Chwrch of Ireland, Although the tithe varied in
aount from county %o coumty, ihe major portion of the burden fell
on the Catholic peasants. Such a tax was disliked intensely by the

peasantry sinoe they were being required to support a religious
establishment that was of no benefit o th-n.lé

Within Ireland itself, cattle reising 331} enjoyed a cartain
epount of prospority. Since inglish commercial enactments virtually
forbade the expost of corm, an enclosure movement wvas Mwm
large landholders and smaller tenant farmers to turn former ocorn land
into pastre.’! The peasants retaliated by famming organisstions to
fight the enclosure movement, One of the most famous of the
organisaticons wvas the "Whiteboys® who derived thwir names from the
vhite sheets they wore %o gongeal thelr idmt.ity-le

The endlosure movemsnt caused no end of suffering emong the lowar

class farmers, Catholic and non=Catholic alile, In 1729, eecording to

15&1111“ Edward Hartpole Lecky nf ga_u%
M M (Mow Yorks D, hpplzh;n Vs m 1v,

mxbm.

—————

179“!!1@; P mq » PP 132-133.
mhuky, ﬂo ﬁgy Volume IV, PP 337"3620



one estimate, there were approximetely thirty-five thovsand pecple
raduced to the statas of beggars by the enclosure nomnt.w It

was almoet inevitable that such changes weuld be resisted by force, and
frem 1761 on, the "Whiteboys™ grew in pewer and numbers. In areas

such as Mungter, limerick, Cork, and Ennip, they established a reign

of terror and attained a greater influenss than the law iteelf. Enclogures
were dostroyed in ocertain arsas and tithw collectors, Catholic as well
as Protestant, were often the subjeot of violent atiack by dbanxds of
peasants, While much properdy damage was committed, murder and
physical atroscities were rare; though mtﬁo&muy frequent %o inspire
amadorhmmmlltmﬁ‘gmntmthmmw
arees,?® It 1s dirficult to dnteruine, however, hos mach the Whiteboys
were to blame for the violence whigh took place W‘mﬁf{pﬂoﬁ. A
looasly loit organisation such as the Whiteboys undoudtedly ingluded
conpeon arlminals within its ranks as vell as angry peasants. The Irish
govermment preferred to blame the outbreaks of violence on religious
animogitiss and labeled the Whitsboy organization as part of a "popish
plot." The real caunse, however, vwas econcmic misery on the part of the
lower class of farwers end even the govermment was forced to admit this
later on. The nonseotarian character of the movemont is rewvealed by the

fact that violenge was levied against Catholice who supported the

mm@a 9pe 0ite, p. 133,
Dtacky, op. 9ite; Tolume IV, pp. 337-362.



axisting order as vwell as Protestants., Priests who opposed the
organigzation were driven out of their perishes. Catholic landownors
who enslosed their land vere victims of retaliation as well as their
Protestant oounterparts.’l The faot that the organisstion vas mainly
oomposed of Catholias is attribudeble to the fact that the most
oppressdd olase of farmers vere predamirmmntly Catholic. The govermment
adoptsd severe measures in 1765 to deal with the problem and for a
tise achisved scms success, though the movemdnt ~as never complstoly
suppressed and contimed to be a source of trouble,?

The Protestant Dissenters were mthar group which hed bwen
victimised by the Ascendanoy. Though rfu& uﬁzfax’tmton the
Catholios, the Protestant Dissenters had originally been fnbjeotod to
some cocupationsl and politicsl restrictions, thowgh m;mm.
had been reduced oonsidersdly by 3Inglish imtercession on then; behalf
through the years.?> A large ~eguent of Dissentars consisted of
Preebyterians, #ho for the most part engaged in manufactwring, They
resented the economic romtrictions levied on Irslend by Englam and
thelr resentsmnt grev as the restrictions immd.zh

From 1590 to 1750, Irelend was in a state of quiet political

2
suppression deepite the grievances of the majority of the ocouniry, 5

n&i._qn Ppe 360372,
32&1&., PPe 368-273,
B urtis, GRe 08%es PPe 2924296,

thsﬂua, ops aite, ppe 334-336.

2
5%1“513; Ops 9_’:&!; PPe 2924296,
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Along with the Irish borough ownors, Ireland wa: also governed by the
Bnglish Parlisment through a "Lord Lleutenant,™ who helpsd "manage”
Irish affairs to suit &:gwu.% Both groups ueed political bribery and
corrmuyption to gain their ends end though they ocoassionslly fought over
the grolls, a system of co-cperation usually prevalled betveen thea,

Such a system, however, did not go unchallengsd dwm-ing this
period, In 1698, wWilliam Holynoux wrote is femous work, The Cese of
Ireland Being Bound by Acts of Parlisment in Emrland, Stateds In polite
terms, he oomdemned the political authority which the English Parlisment
teld over Ircland as violating the sscred rightz of the Irish

constitutions, Holymeux's book waaz tam'id agd.ttiqua by the English
Parliiament and burnsd by the common hmmnn.z? In order to settle all
disputes congerning 4ts authority, the English Purliam.n:;a &?19 passed
the Act of 6 OGeorge I which gave 1t absolute suthority to mal® laws for

Iroland.2d

| In 1720 the politioal system in Irolam was once again
challenged, this time br Jonathan Swift, whatever his private

motives may have seen, Swift #as fully aware of the injustioces of the
Ascendancy #hich he attacked with unequaled satire in his Trapiers
Lotters.?” Such attacks only make tho English Parliement more determined

than ever to keep such "meditious” writings from being distributed. The

26Dunl.ol::, ops gity p. 136.

2Ty auless, op. oit., ppe 311-319,
2ounlop, ope aite, ppe 133135
Flavless, op. gite, PPe 311-319.



9
small refom efforts by Swift and Molymsux waore poserless to prevent
the Ascendancy from contimuing, and the power of borough oumers
supported by inflated civil lizts and the dominance of fingland contirmied
to be the order ofthedl}'.”

”MOP, e ?}_&t’ Pe 136,



CHAPTER II
I5:UZS OF REPORM IN THE 1760'S

In the 1760's the subserviensce of the Irish Parliament to vested
intarests both at home and abroad »as tescoming a mstter of national
concern, Under the iscendangy, the Irish Parliament remaiped
unrepresentative of any form of popular opinion, Four the first tine,
however, a reform party came into existence. ittespts vere made by the
reformers to 1imit the duration of the wlia-nt in the hopes of giving
public opinion a greater influsnce in ibs - The: Asgendancy -successfully
resisted all sugh attempts. The pension llsts and other forms of
political bribery reached a mev high in 1767.1' At the i;“*!sﬁ, howvever,
the 1750'a and 60's witnessed a nev era in public opinion and ponticnl
s7arensss on the part of the Irish people. In light of these dewelopments,
the corrupt alliance of Irish and Buglish borough owners found it
neceasary to gourd popular opinion or at least avodd the cutright
defiance of it.’

The grouth in impertange of publie opinion led %o the first
seprious division in the Ascendanoy hetween a faction known as the

“undertaiers” and the English Parliament whioch wanted ocomplete control

lieoky, gpe cit., Volums IV, pp. 395-399.
21hsd,
10



i1
of Ireland in the interests of England. In the early 1760's, a
"Septennial Blll" was proposed in the Irish Parliament by the reform
party to limit the duration of the parliement, Surprisingly enough,
the Undertakers, who controlled the parliament, allowed it to be
passed, imowing that the English Parliament would reject it and take
upon themeelves the brumt of popular opinion. The bill vas rejected
by England in 1761, but the English Parliament was now detsrminsd ¢o
bring the Undertalers cocpletely under their control so that such a
situation would not happen again.3 On the other hand, the Irish Parliament,
dominated by the Ascendancy, was oqually dtbonimd to regain the
budgetary control which they had 8%1@:1&“% wlnd.h The
Ascendanoy could hardly be called a dsmocratic reform group, bnt in

e e D

this struggle public opinicn, such as it was, etrongly upﬁ-‘ud

th‘l.s

The problexs ereated by the Psnal Code were- rapidly becoming
a matter of concern, It hed long been a fseling among the refora party
and even by certain members of the Ascendancy, that the great mass of
Catholic subjects had proven their loyalty and that some change of the

penal levs was long ovnrdue.6 The restrictions on land leases plus the

W

Dunlep, op. eit., p. 137.
Cartis, op. cit., pp. 301~305.
Dunlop, gp. 9it., pp. 136-137.
Ibid,, pp. 132-133.

w &
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absentee rent system had cauveed a good deal of specie to leave the
countyry and this loes waz beginning %o have seérious economio
oonaoquonou.?

The reform party was benefitted by the rise of two of the
greatsst politiocal figures Ireland has ever imowns Hepry Flood and
Henry (ratten. Throughout his career, Flood was a strong believer in
an independent parliament, free frow inglish conu'ol.a Orattan, like
Flood; believed in parliamentary reform but attached great importance
to the English commection, The great difference betwsen the two
political leaders was in the matter of Cathollo reform. Flood, while
he wisbed to restrict the pover of the Gerough:izberests, vas admant
against any enfranchisemsnt of the Catholics. This wag not the case
vith Grattan, who vas gonvinced that any reform in the M must
inalude Catholis upmaonuuon.9 Reformist aims could then be
somparised as the following: a more representative parliament, an
independent parlismment free from Bnglish control, and some reform of
the pensl laws, There were comsiderabls differences of opinion, however,
as %o the axtent to vhich each of these reforas ought to be carrised,

In 1767, lLord Towmsend becams lord Iieutenant of lreland, During
hig tenure, Townsend became involved in politiocal struggles against

the Undertalers and the reformists, The Bnglish Parliament had not

70“‘“ '] mo &0 [ pp ° 3&‘306.
awl.'ﬂ. e ggo o PDe 320-3217,
91&0”, 220 c_‘&. ’ Voluns VI’ PP 3“9 » 562-563.



forgotten how the Undertakers had forced them into rejecting the
Septennial Bili amdt they ins@ucted Townsend to crush thie faotion,
Another aim of Townsend was to get a supply Lill passed in the Irish
Parlisment for insreasing the English army in Ireland.’® In the hopes
of gaining support from both the Asoendansy and the rsfarmers,

Townsend proposed an "Ogtennial Bill® to limit the duration of the
parlisment, Such a propoeal ocoming from the Lord Lisutenant vas
virtual assurance that the English Parliement would support the measure
if the army supply bill was passed. The Undertakers, however, refused
to suppart Townsend unlees special conceseions were made to them,
Townsend mow engaged in a massive cm&n-élﬁbntml bribery in
order to obtain complets mastery over the parliament mdpb{ thia action
lost any chance for co-cperation with the reformers vholt&ﬁ Could have
been valuable to hin.u The supply bill was carried, dut Tosmiond wae
now faced with the opposition of the reformers- lsd by Henry Flood, The
reform faction demanded independent budgetary control, a olaim Townsend
refused to rocognlll.lz The parliament was dissolved and Tosmsend,

in an attempt to purchase a more compliant legislature, resorted to
methods unparallsd even in the political history of Ix'ahnd.13 Sagh

activity sacrificed his popularity which had been high at the beginning

mlbﬂd., PP hOQ-iOS.

L,
12“”1..8’ CPe &o. Pe 3250
nbolq, op. eit., Volums IV, pp. LO2-433.
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of his temure, Townsend's personal inteniions were of the best, but his
instructions and lack of co-operation from the English Parliament
put him in an untenable political position from which he was forced
to resign in 1772, The reformers had scecsplished 1ittle during
Townsend's residence, but for a trief moment they had held the balance
of pover in the Irish Pariiament. Had Tovnsend appealed for their
co-opération in the beginning of his tenure he might have been able to
achieve his aim with much less embarrassment to himself. The reformers
realised the temporary advantage they had held and were determined to
take advantage of any divided poliuulvaituation if it should ocour
in the futore, | t

Udunlop, op. git., p. 137.



CHAPTER IIX
IRELA¥D FROM 1772 TO 1782

The most important ewvent in the tenure of Lord Lieutenant
Harcourt, who held office from 1772 to 1776, was %he American
Revolution. While the Irish Parliament reluctantly voted funds to
England for the war, the population as a whols was strongly in favor
of the American causg, Sentiment in favor of America was aspecially
evident in northern Ireland among the Presbyterians, who were showing
strong repablican leanings by Wheir supfest of:the colontss,’ An srmy
bill for the sending of four thousand troops from Ireland to America
vas passed in the Irish Parlismnt only after bitter debate...- The cost
of military supplies plus increased embargo restrictions on ‘tr;do aith
the colonies browght the Irish treasury near fingneial exhaustion. The
situation vas not helped by Rarcourt, who continued to inoresse the
oivil liets and pensions at Irish oxp-nao.J

lord Buckinghamshire, the new lord Lieutenant in 1776, found
the goverment on the vsrge of banlruptcy due to econamic pressures and
war contributima.h Realising the urgent need of financial reform, he

ook, op. cit., Wolume IV, pp. L6L-uTh.

2p1a.,

3ourtis, op. git., pp. 309-310,

hhoalq, op. cit., Volame IV, pp. L478-UB6.
15



16
appealed to the Bnglish Parliament for removal of some of the
restrictions on Irish commerce. ‘lowaever, the pressure of Bnglish
nanufacturers against such a move 4as so great that the proposal was
nbandonod.s

The American Revelution plus the hostilities with Franoe and
Spain had strained the regular Engligh armed forces to the limit, amd
Ireland was left virtually dofomolus.6 The hareassment of the Irieh
coast by Ffrench and American privateers was a great source of anxiety
to many peocple including the govermment authorities, who feared a
full scale invasiocn of Ireland. In 17?9, thﬂ Irilh Parlianent
atterpted to form a miiitia, but was unable to a5 0 boccm of the
exp.nso.7 When 1t was realised by the people that the mnnnt was
unable to provide protection, the " blunteers" suddenly ca; into
existence. The movement first began in the town of Belfast, where a
group of influential citisens formed a local armd force for the
protection of the town, “The example of Belfast proved contagious and
in an incredibly shart time Ireland eav herself provided with a military
force composed entirely of Protestants and absclutely independent of

Gonrmem.'a The Irish government viswed the movemsnt with some

SDanlop, op. @it., pp. 139-140
6Iaoky, op. tit., Yolume IV, p. 520.
TLavless, op. oit., pp. 335-336.
8Dun].cap, Ope Sit., pp. 139-140,



17
relisf mimad with apprehension. It was realised that for the first
time, Ireland was independently armed and despite the many proclamatious
of loyalty to the Crown, suci: a force constituted a potential threat
tc Gnglish supremacy. The govermment, however, could not deny i%s

oitisens the right of self-protection and reluctantly begen to

assist in arming the variocus W09

™a reform sroup in the Irish Parliament was qQuick %0 realise the

political value of the Volunteers and umder the lsedership of Flood and

10
Grattan, demanded a removal of the trade restristions on Irish commerce,

To bring further pressure on Bngland, the Irish adopud noaisportation
agreements and boyvotis on Bnglish mmfmm This
combination of oircumstances was more than the English Parliament could

R P

resist and in 1780 a "free trade® bill was passed. S
froa exporting their woolen manufactures
ard their glass wore wholly repealsd, and
the great trade of the colonias was fmly
throwvn open %o them. It was enacted that
all goods %that might be legally imported
from British setblements in Averica axd
Africa to Great Britain way in like manner
be imported directly fyrom those settlements
into Ireland, and that all goods which may
te legally sxported rom Ureat Britain into
these settlaments, may in ranney be
exported from Irelande o « »

9%acky, op. cite, Volume IV, pp. 520-530.
0p4,

%unap, ope @it., pp. 139-140.

V2recky, ope cit., Velwe IV, p. Sul.
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There remained, however, same restrictions on trade with Eagland and
the East Inrnu.n

These were gsmerocus cencessions considering the pest treatment
of Irish requests by England, and some reformesrs were quite satisfied.
Hovever, Grattan and Flood and a pamber of othsr reformers were
determined to push for further concessions., This group felt that the
subble threat of arwsd foroce created by the presence of the Volunteers
oould bs used to gain pariiamentary independence for Ireland., A
namber of Volunteer "conventions® were held, and military parsdes and
drills beoame prominent as the Vountlorq geinsd popular support for
their atms. )l In a series of spesches bedors tse Irish Parlisment,
Grattan argued powerfully for parlismsntary independence. England

at tbis time had offered America parlismentary independenos in-¢he
hope of maintaining the English connection with the colomiss,
Referring to this developmsat in ome of his speeches, Grattan asked
if England would refuse loyal Ireland what she bad already granted
Agerioca in Nblllicnols I.ord Carlisle, the English lord Iieutenant at
this time, had made a better effort to understand Ireland than most
of his predscessors and strongly fevored Orattan's reform efforts as

being in the interests of both countries. In his many letters to the

13%109. OPe 2’_._‘_" Pe 1}400
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govermment of lord North in England, Carlisle stated his convictions
only to have them unnr«l.m The govermmnt of lord North continued to
resist all concessions until it fell from power in March of 1782.17

The pew governmsnt realised the urgent need for refors and
acted accordingly. Ou May 27, 1782, the Act of 6 George I vas
repealed and Ireland was given the power of imdspendent legislation.
¥ost of Poyning's lLaw was also upnl‘dola Urattan was quite satisfied
to let the issue rest at this point, but Flood wishsd to push the
matier further, Floal and a large mmber of Wluntsers pleced 1ittle
trust in the recent concessions ngnnnng purliumtnry indeperdence,
Flood now demanded that the English m-nw guarantee:that it
wuld not interfere with the legislative power of the Irid: _Parlimnt.
In reponse to this pressure, Zngland pasced the ict ahhmia‘bian
vhioch confirmed the absolute right of Ireland to legislate for‘htraelt.
Such roeforms were a great achievemsnt in Irish political history and
became inown as the "rewlution of 1782.'19

The achisveasnta of 1782, however, did not put an end $o English
inflaence, The borough conneotion between the Ascendandy and England

contimisd with a lord Ifeutenant still being chosen b England for the

u}_hﬁ.. pP. 580-583.
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Irish eovwmont.zo But the Volunteers maintained their existence,
alded by the support of the refsrm faction in the Irish Parliament,
While many moderate reformsrs hoped that the olunteers could be used
to gain further conoessions, there was oconcern lest the organisation
becoms a revoluticnary force and overthrow ths entire aonrmonb.zl
In 1783 1t ves clear that the legal independence of the Irish
Parliament from England could not in itgelf guarantee a responsible and
demcoratio government, The borough system by whioh both England and
the Ascendancy retained their influsnee would hawe to be eliminated

if any refora was to be cfﬁctivu.za

The reformers, howsver, differed
on the oorreotive messures which ohonldfuwlicd to. the "situation.
Soss reforwers felt that the Tatholics should be given the right to
vote, but this proposal was strongly opposed by Renry mw:?l
Hormry Grattan felt that sinces lsgal independence had been nttainod

by the Irish Parlimment, the parlimment itself-weuld in time ocorrsot
“hat political sbuses remsined., Flood, more of a political realist in
this reepect than Grattan, felt that further refora measures should be

adopied and w7anted to use the Volunteers to belp achieve his gm.%

Dmid., p. U3,
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a
An important officer in the wlunteers, Flood was able to rally suppord
behind a reform 111 for the elimination of the borough eystem. The
b311 was first presented to the Irish Parligment in 1783, Floed,
hovever, offended a number of reformers including Grattan by his
ostentatious dieplay of the Volunteers in military paredes and the
oxphasis hs plaged on his own eommction with theu.zs The Irish
goverment was able to take advantage of the differensce of opinion
between the tio great lsaders of reform and d-feated Flood's bill on
the numerous oocasions on which it was pruemc.%

The years 1784 to 1790 were quiet yeara for Ireland, politically
speaking. In the early 1780's the mméng;;w to regover fram the
depressed state in which it had deen, but laws passed affecting
agricultural and industrisl enterprises ultimatoly proved o be of
benafit, though their immediste effect was llighf..27

The temporary state of distress in the Irish economy in 1785
wag seen as an oppertunity by Willlam Pitt, the Tounger, of England,
Pitt, who had come to power in 1783, disliked the relative independence
of Ireland from England and hoped to dind the t:o nations together onoce
again, He proposed a plan to the Irish gZovermment Jhereby commeroial
eoncezsions vere to be given Ireland in returm for committing a certain

4.
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amount of her revenue to affairs of the British &wn‘.w The plan was
not without benefits to both countries but the smending of various details
of the proposal caused its ultimate rejection by both the Irish and
English parliaments. This attempt by Pity for a closer unicon of
Iroland and Bngland reveals his personal feelings toward the rewolution
of 1782, feelings which were to have a profound effect on Irish history
in future yura.”
Henry Orattan decided in June of 1789 to btring the loosely lmit
reform party in the Irish Parliamsnt closer together by forming a regular
oppozition party, similar to that which existed in the Tnglish

30

Parlisment.”> Accordingly, s "Whig Club® wgs.formed by Grattan and a

numder of parliamentary rai‘omara.n The general purpcse of the cludb was

to maintain the parliamentary independsnce won in 178?.andi§e -ﬁfmote a

progran of modaorate reform within the parliement 1itself, while the

Whig Clud did not as a whole endorse Catholic raform, Henry Orattan

#ag known to be a proponent of political end social smaneipation feor

the Ca'oholics.32
Scme relaxation of the Penal Code had been attained for the

Catholios in 1778. They had baen given rights for longer leases on

land, equality in matters of land inheritanoce sith Protestants, and

280\1!'1:18, ope. &0’ PPe 326"’32?.
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33 The Dissenters had also received

increased rights in the law oourts.
some benefits whan the religious test oclause was adbolished, thus making
them eligible for political office.3d While such concessions by no
moans eliminated all the disqualificatiocns of the Penal Code, they
were of great benefit and ddd much to stimulate business enterprise
on the part of the Oatholics.35

The years from 1786 to 1790 were years of rapidly rising
proaperity for a large segment of the Irish population. The bensfite
of coammerclal fresdom plus the eacouragement of infant industries by the
pariiament led to a gradually inoreasing forelgn trade and a steady

¥ 1n general ‘Yerms, these yoars were

reduction in the national debt.
probably the most prosporous of the century for Imland, i,iﬁiggamr.
garioug probles: rvmained, Parliamentary cerruption co;;fi.n;&d t.o
increese ay the Ascendancy tightened its political holid upon the nation,
The rise of Bdward Fitggiwbon to power was also iict a good sign for
reform hopes. Fitagibbon was rapidly bLocaming a leader of the most
conservetive members of the Ascendangy, who were absolutely opposed to

any reform in the Peunal Code or the borough systen.3 7

33_1}3_1_:_!_., PP 516-519,
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During this time, religlous animosities snamed to be disappoaring
szong the middle and upper classes of the population. However emong
the lower class peasants, there ware ominous beginnings of a religious
war between Catholic and Protaatant.3e Much had been accomplished
in this period, both economically and politically., OSut, ovents in
future years wore to make reformz cven more necessary if serious

conflict were to bz avoided,

Ja_I_bi_C‘O, Pe 150.



CHAPTER IV
IRELAKD IN 1791

The impact of the French Revolution upon Ireland has been a
subject of much debate by historians. However different some of their
conclusions are, most authorities agree that almost from the beginning
of the Revolution, the French republic and its customs became a model
of perfection to the Volunteer groups. ¥olunteer uniforms were made
to resemble the military uniforms of Funoe and political declarations
were issued in what was assumed to be the styIi of the mw republic.l
The Rewolution, however, had a much deeper effect upon the political
situstion of Ireland than mere surfsce imitation, Gathsiic &nd pon-
Catholic refora groups came to the realisation that only by combining
their efforts ccald a thorough reform of dthe govermment take place,
as it had in Pr:noo.z Such a political union could only be actomplished
by combining the issuea of (atholic emanciration end parliamentary
reform. This now becare the aim of the reformers. The Ascendancy
viewed such a union as a serious challenge to its supremacy. The

fears of the ruling faction were summarised by Westmoreland, the

Yeoky, op. oit., Volume VII, pp. 1-5, 21.

%Arthur 0'Connor, State of Ireland (London: dJohn Cleave, 1843),
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ourrent lLord lieuténant, when he stated, "The langusge and bent of the
conducst of these Dissepters is to unite with the Catholics, and their
union oould be very formidable, That union is not yet made and I
beiieve and hope it never could bo.'3 Westmoreland's hopes received
a rude shook ip August of 1791 when a politisal pamphlet appeared
whigh was t0 have a most profound effect on Irish history. The title
of the pamphlet was An Argument on Behalf of the Catholics of Irelamd

and the author wrote under the title of "A Northern iui‘hij;."h The
pamphlet's effect upod public opinion was widespresd and appramimately
ten thousand ¢opies were aom.s The author preached a union of

Catholic and Protestant to achieve parlissentary reform snd a truly

national govermment for Ireland:

The misfortune of Ireland is that we hawve
no National Government, in which we differ
from England and from Burope. . « . What is
our Govermment? It is a phenomenon in
politics, contravening all received and
established opinions: 4t is a goverumsat
derived from spother country, whose, so far
from being the same with that of t.hnspoaplo,
directly crosees it at right gngles,

The suthor argued foroefully for the complete independenge of the
Irish Parlisment and expressed contempt for the revolution of 1782,

3Dunlop, ope gites pe LT.

hﬂoamm Jaoob, The Rise of the United Iristmen, 1791-94
(Londont Harrap, 1937), ppe 55-58.
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The moderate reforms of that year vere described as "the most

bungling, imperfest busineas that ewer threw ridicule on a lofty

T
epithst by assuming it unsorthily. « . "

Who of the wveiteran ensmies of the co ntry
1ost his place or his pension? Who vas
called forth to station or office from the
ranles of the opposition? Kot cne! The
power remained in the dands of owr eremies
again to be exerded for our ruin with thie
difference ~- that formerly we had our
distresses, our injurles end our insults
gratis at the hands of ZEngland, but now
we pay very dearly to receive the same
with aauvauog through the hands of
Irilhﬂn- e & @

The author also made a plea in the pmfﬁvbfa:tlp righse of Catholic
Iriskmen, stating that their sudjugation was without equal in the
history of the nation and that they must be given the pelitfgsl and
social rights which every Iristmen had a right %o ohin.9 In ihu one
pamphlet, the aims of many of the reformsre wers summarised. The
Catholic Committee, the orgardsed reform group for the vast majority of
Catholics, immediately scught the identity of the author who had
espoused their ceuse so weu.m The ™“Horthern Whig" proved to be

Thecbald Wolfe Tome, a young unknown lawyer, and a man whose political

7500&’, %. m.’ VOh_ VI; Pe M’O
alhodomt, op. 8it., p. 78.
9&“‘, PPe 81—830 See lppendix A,
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influence on Ireland would dwarf even the notable influence of his
f£irst major politiocal pwhht.u

In his autodbiography, Tone states that ho was born in
Dublin, Ireland, in the year 1763.1% His father was a cosch maker
of rather wodest megns. In his early life, Tone was a msmber of the
established church, However, he later became a member of the
Presbyterian church and throughout his 1ife considered himself a
member of this dissenting sect. Tone was above average in ability,
end his father made grsat sacrifices to eend him ¢to Trinity College
in Dublin for an educetion in the oluad.i_q_l_. _Howsver, the declining
economic situation of his father's rmiﬁ,ﬁléshis own marriage and
increased responsibilities, forced him to quit his oducg}j.m\:_f\in_tbo
classios and enter into the more luorative law profession.s” Ton-
soon developed an intenss dislile for the law practice and lawyers
in general, and he decided to enter the field of politica. He
vas goon employed by the modorate reform faction known as the Whig
Club and »rote his firet political pamphlet for their cause, A Heview
of the Last Session of Parlisment.’¥ In this pamohlet, Tone praised

u‘l‘h- pmphht also provoksd a number of replies from po'u.t.icnl

foea, sush as an Ar % on Babnlf of She Bomanists Reconsidered Be
Obnrutim on a % nt on Denhalf of the Cathollics
L G-_'D!'Ipﬂr, Hgﬁ. . 2= 3. 9 15,

u‘wnlm Theobald Wolfe Tone (ed,), Life and Adveptures of
Thegbald Walte Tone Written by Himself (Glasgow: Cameron and Ferguson,
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and defended the referm program of the Whig Club and strongly supported
the connection of the English Crown with Ireland, though no mention was
made of any parlismentary connection.)® Snortly after this time,

Tone severed politieal cormections with the Whig Clud because he felt
their proposed reforms vere far too mild to %@ of any real help to the
Irish people, and also beoanse he felt ignored by them and was not given

18

any chance for political advansemant, In July of 1790, Tone ote a

second pamphlet, An Snguiry How Yar Irelend i1a Bound as of Right in the
Impending Contest on the 8ide of Grest Britain.” This time Tone wrote
undse the name, "Ridernicus," apd argued for neutrality if the current

hostilities botween England and Spain showld 1o to war betusen the two

eomtrioa.la Shortly after his brosk with tho Whig Club, Tone cams

to nev realizationss

e » o « 1 made speedily what was to me a
great discovery, though I might have found
it 4n Swift and Melymeux, that the influence
of Englamd was the redicsl vice of our
gpoverment; and conssquently that Ireland
would never be either free, prosperoug or
happy until she wes independent, énd that
indepardence was unattaingdble whilst
Commsxion with w existed. . .

1xacdernot, op. eit,, np. US-Ub.
wfom s Ops Sdte, Pe 3de
17Haodemt, e Cit., PP. LS«hb.
m}b_id.

Yrone, op. sit.s pe 3L



Only by a union of all Irishmsn, he felt, could reform coms to

Irelands

To sudbvert the tyranmy of our execrable
govermment, to break the connexion #ith
Englsnd, the nevor-failing source of our
political evils, and to assert the
Andspendence of Xy counlry —— those were
ay objesots. To unite the whole psople
of Ireland, to sbolish the msmory of all
past dissensions, and to substitute the
common nane of rishmen in place of the
denominations of Protestant, Catholis
Dissenisr «- these wore ;my means. « « «

It was for these reasons that Tone urote the pamphlet, An Argument on
Behalf of the Catholigs of Irelend, in which he said:

e o o o the object of vhich mes o gonvince
them that they and the Catholics had bub

one Gommon interest, and one commoh anemy;
that the depression and slavery of Ireland
vas produced and perpstuatod by the divisioms-
oxisting between thsw and that congeqQuently
%o assert the independence of their country
and their own individual liberties; it was
necagsary %0 forget all forasr feuds,. to
congolidate the eatire strength of the whole
mtion,zfld 2o form for the futare but ous

people,.
From his early writinga snd statements in his autobiography,

it is probably fair to concluie that Tone wus a moderats in his
political views., That he desired to break the parliemsntary connection
with BEngland is beyond dowbt, but this wgs also the aim of the Whig
Club, which he claims to have detested later on, becauwse it lacked a

2°Ibid., Pe ltB.
zllb’-do » PPe L8~s9,



i) |
bold reform progran, Tone, similar to many othsr Irish reformers, was
dissatiasfied with the reform efforts of the Whig Club whose members
soemed to ask for little and gain mothing in the way of concessions
from the triumpbant Ascendansy faotion. In his first political
pamphlet he stated his strong loyalty to the English Crown and the
connection of the Crown with Ireland. It was mot until 1794 that he
expressed his views in favor of a complete separation froam Englend,
by foreible means if necessary.

Although his first tvo pamphlets had attracted little notioce,
Tone's pamphlet on behalf of the Catholios made him a political
celebrity almost overnight and earned ha;:ﬁ;w:hip of some
of the leaders of the (atholis Committee such as John Keogh, Edvard Byrne
and Thomas mmghall.zz It wes aleo due to this pulphlctmtho vas
elected an honorary member of the Bslfast Voluntesrs, who now had
becoms a political reform growp working with th&&tholict.za

The futile efforts of the Whig Club convinoced a number of
Irishmen that a more militant reform group was nndod.zh The political
clubs of France were looked upon as a model in this respsct, and it was
hoped that Gatholic and non-Catholic reformers could be united in their

220'?‘01&13, Op. .0_1&.’ PPe 37=39.
toe, op. oit., pp. L9-50.
zb&odnraot, ope 9.%&" PPe 68+70.
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2
politioal aims through this means. > William Russell, a close friend

of Tone, and well agquainted with the Bslfast Wlunteers, wrote to

Tone for sdvice on the formation of such an organisation., Ton® replied,
stating in his letier several resclutions which he thought should be
the purpose of such a gxoups

(1) That the Coustitution of Ireland exists
only in theory, inasmuch as the people
are deprived of their natural wight
in the scale of Guvermment, because they
are not duly represented in Parliament,
and, therefore, that a more general ex-
tension of the elscted franshise is indis-
pensably necessary.

(2) That the waight of BEnglish igfluence in the
Goverament of this country $i8-so-.grest.az to
require a oordial union among the people to
maintain that balangce which is essential
to the presarvation of our lidberties and
the extension of our commaYcs,

(3) That, satisfied as we are that the true
greatmees and happiness of Ireland can
arise solely from the intermal union-ef
all her people, wo lament that mistaken
policy which has #o long divided them,
and that ve shall bsartily co-operate
in all smasures texiing to the abolition
of digtinctions between Irishmen equally
invidiocus and unjust and whieh have been
aniformly the source of vweakness cng
misery and diegras® to the gountry.

2Seie0es of Irish History Illustrative of the Conditions of the
Catholics of irelsnd of the Or and Progress of the Political Syatem
of the Uniled Iristmen and of their Transactions with the Irish
Tovernment (New Yorks Fublished by William J, Mac Neven,
Dornin, 1807), p. 15. lereafter referred to as Pleces of Irish History.
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Along with the resolutiong, Tons also submitted a preface which
stated:

We have no Nationsl Coveroment, We are
ruled by Englishmen and the servants of
Bnglishmen, filled as to commerve and
polities, with the short-sighted and
ignorant prejudice of their ecuntry; and
these msn have the whole of the powsr and
patronage of Ireland as means to soduce
and suddus the honesty and the spirit 05
her representatives in the legislature,<’

In a separate letter %o Russel which ecoompamiad the resolutions,
Tone stated his personal belisf as to what the ultimate cure for the
problems of Ireland would bes

My unalterable opinion is t!&t the-hans

of Irish prosperity is in the influence

of England. I believe that influence will
ever be extended while the connection
between the countries continues., Never-
theless, as I lmow that opinion 1¢ for the
present, too hearty, though a very litile
time may establish it universally, I have
not made it a part of the resclutiops; I
have only proposed to st up a refom
parliament a: a barrier against that
nigshief, which every honsat man that will
open his eyes must see in every instance
overbears the intsrest of Ireland, I have
not said one word that looks like a wish
for eeparation, though I giwve it to you and
your friends as my most decided opinion
that sueh an ewnt would be a regensration
of this oountry, 20

Such sentiments would eeem to indicate that Tons was fully commdtted to

oomplete separation from England at this time.29 Yst when questioned about

2Tpia,
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this letter by the Irish government, he maintainsed that he wished
only for a complete separation of the two parliamsnts., le also
stated in hls autobiography that his sentiments at this time were not

those of oomplete separation from Zngland:

e « « « For my own pard, I think it right
to conelude that, at this tims, the
establishment of a republic was nmot the
irmediate objeat of my speculations,

My object was to seeure the independence
of my country under eny form of govern-
wont to which I was led by a hatred of

Englanmd so deeply rooted in my nature,
that it aagorathor an instinct than s
principle,

On October 11, 1791, Tons and dll}hm Runall set out for
Belfast, Three days later at a secret mctinx of the Belfast Volunteers,
the Society of United Irishmen vas formed.® According te. Tone's
memoirs, he helped frame the opening declaration of the olub, which
stated that Buglish dominstion in the Irish Parliament must be
eliminated if Irelsnd was to achieve liberty, there must be a more
dewooratic representation in the Irish Parliament, and that the Irish
Parlisment should represent the interests of all of the pooph.32
A pledge of membership was adopted which stated:

I.A.B. in the presence of God do pledge

myself to xy oountry, that I will use
all my abilities and influense in the

attainment of an impartial and adequate

“Om, Ope. Ei»'&a; Pe Slt
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representation of the Irish nation in
parliassnt; and as a means of abasolute
necessity in the establishment of this
chief good of Ireland, I will endeawvor,
a9 much as lies in my edility, to
forvard a brotherhood of affection, an
identity of interests, a commmion of
rights, and an union of power among
Iristaen of all religious persuasions,
without vhich every reform in
Parlismént must be partial, not
natiocnal, inadequate to the wants,
delusive to the wishes, and insuffiocient
for the ggoodaa and hsppiness of this

country.
An interesting physical desoription of Tone came from a man
“ho attended one of the mestings of the (__In_itqd Irishmens

Tone was a slight, o ¢ feminate-1ooidng man;
with a hatohet fece, a long scquiline
nose rather handsoms and gemnteel-looking,
with link, straight hair combed dowm on
his siokly red cheek sxhibiting a face
the most insignificant and mindless that
oould be imagined, His mode of spesaking
was in correspondence with his face and
person., It was polite and gentlemanly, -
but totally devoid of anything like energy
or vigors, I set him down as a worthy,
good-natured flimsy man, in whom there
Wwas no harm, and as the least lilely
person in the world to do misehief to

the state.

In Dscember of 1791 a oircular letter was issusd to all Iriehmen
to aid in securing democratic reforms in the parliament. In the esarly
years of their existence, the United Irisimen were interested in

B g,
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political roforms within the general framsvork of Anglo-Irish relations.

While strangly eupporting an independent parlisment free from English
control, the organisation did not advooats violent revolution or
complate ssparation from I‘hzhnd.ss From almost the beginning of its

formation, however, a grovwing admiration of the Freno: Hevolution was
olsarly evldont.%

3Bmea.

btuomas Addis Bmmet, Memoirs of the Irish Union (mpet nede),
pP. 1-23, also Delfast Politios -- Lollection of Debates, Resclutions
in Years 1792, 1793 (BeIfastt Henry Jay, 1794), p. Bl.




CHAPTER V

WOLFE TONE AND CATHOLIC ABFORM
1792-179)

The 1asue of Catholio emanoipation becam® inoreasingly important
in the 1790's. For years, the Catholics had continued to labor undexr
the disadvantages of the Pensl Code, which oontinusd to be a great hard-
ship on them despite the fact that it had been modified to some extent.
The part of the Penal Code which perhape aruused the wmost hostility
vas the electoral disqualifications which pggwnkd Catholics fmn
holding seats in the Irish Parlisment and mtm:i; parlimnt.ry elections,
The majority of Catholios had endigwed these grievances in oﬂamt far
Rany years. At various times Catholic reformers had proaonud an
ogcasional sddress for relief to succeeding lLord ldeutenants, who had
contemptucusly 4gnared such ofrorb-.z' The last mu?:éoutnl attempt by
the Catholics had been in 1790, when they were unable to find a single
member of the Irish Parlisment to present their petition for th.l.2

The rewolution in France had a regemerating effect on Catholic
politicsl opinion, The refore efforts of France, a predominantly

Catholic coumtry, gould not fail to be observed by a country whose

er’ P E_i_t_l_o, PP Lli=45.
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population likewise belonged to the Catholic faith. In his observations
on the effects of the French Revolution and on the politics of
England and Ireland, Tone stated that the writings of idwmund Buries were
a major faotor in promoting the hostility of England to Franoe.

But matters were very different in Ireland,

an oppressed, insulted and plundered nation,
As wo well knsw experimentally what it was

like to be enslaved, we sympathised most
singerely with %he French people, and watched
thedr progress to freedom with the untmost
anxiety} we had not, 11l England, a

prejudice rooted in cur very nature against
Frence. As the rewolution edvanced, and as
events expanded themselves, the publio spirit
of Ireland rose with a rapid scoeleration.

The fearsani animositiss of {be -sristocrecy
rose in the same, or a still™higher proportion,
In a 1ittle time the French Revolution be-~
cme the test of every man's politissl creed,
and the nstion vas olearly divided into two
great parties, the aristocrats and the
demcorats (epithets borrowed fyom France),

who have ever since been measuring each other's
strength, and carrying on a kind of emothered
war, which the eourse of avents, it is bighly
probable may soon call into energy and netion.3

Tone himself becams an enthusiastic supporter of the Frensh Revolution:

IS 1s needless, I believe, to say that I
was a dsmocrat from the very coesmencement;
and as all thw retainsrs of governasnt,
ingcloding the sages and Judges of the law
were of asurse on the other side, this gave
the coup de grace % any expectations, if
any such 1 had, of my sucaseding at the bﬂ"
for 1 soon becams pretty notorious. « . «

The events in France engouraged the more educated members of the

31bid., p. 1.
bnya,
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Catholics %o attempt more militant efforts at reform., However, there
was also a divigion of arlstoorat: and democrats among the Catholics,
the landsd gentry being largely under the influence of the Aloondnncy.s
Znoouraged by the igcendancy, sixty-eight of the most influential
Catholic gentry, led by Lord Esnmare, published a petition, disavowing
thenselves fYom any aotion which the Catholic reform groups might
take, and stated that they would be content with whatever reforms the
Irish government would grant..6 It was the hope of the Irigh goverrment
that such a secession of influential gentry would bring the reform

efforta of the Catheolics to a Mt.7

Such hopes were doomed to

disappointment for in the ensuing struggle for powar,” the Mratio

reformers vere victorious and the gentry lost whatever 1nfl.’|pm°;;.they

had poaansod.a |
The nevw attitude of the Catholics was demcnstrated in 1790,

shortly after the abortive efforts to present a petition to the

Irish Parliament. In the summer of that year, Lord Lieutenant

Westnorelend was wisiting southern Ireland and hinted that a demonstration

SJane- Gordon, 4 Iis of Irsland from the Jarliest Accounts
to the %mma of the Union wilh Ureat Iritein (Dublins John
N ume

Jones, 1Y, pp. 323~320,
6Haod9mot, ope sit., p. 90.
7An Address From the Jensral Committes of Roman Catholics to

Their Protestant Fellow Jubjecta and Lo Uhe Jeneral Public (Dublini
P B TRTY, popry oA - '
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of Catholic loyelty to the Irish goverraent was in order, An address
stating the loyalty of the Catholics to the Irish goverament was
presented, but the Catholies also had tho ecoursge to state in their
eddrese the hope that their loyalty would be rewarded by some
positive astion on the part of the government, Westmoreland returned the
address with the demand that the part which mentionsd refors should
be struck out. The response to such a demand in former days would
have been ome of subservient campliance, but now the Catholics refused
to comply with the demand and withdrew their address qompletaly.’

The Catholic Committes, vhich was the offisial organisation of
the democratic reformers, now sought oupfhrt#m .Bngland;* In order
to avoid the imputation that they vers associated with the French
Bevolution, and hoping to make use of the influence of sn-Mpurtant
member of the Bnglish Parliament, the Catholics ohose Richard B&b,
lonofMBnrhtomtanforM]g Bdsmund Burke had
recently written Refiections oa the Hewlutiop in France and the

Catholics thought that their commsction with Burke would testify to
their loyal intentions, Richard Buri® had none of the political
acusen of his father, however, and repeated efforts to present
effactively a petition before the Irish Parliament oame to Mhinz.n

9Gordan, op. git,, Volume II, p, 329,
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In 1792 &ichard Burke returned %o England and Tone, due to the fame
of his pamphlet on their behalf, was appointed "assistant ssoretary®
of the Catholic Committes on the recommndation of Jobn Keogh, leader
of the mupon

The “nglish government, realizing the wrgent need for reforn,
now pat pressure on thw Irish government to yisld to the inevitable
and grant some measure of relisf toc the Catholics, Vestmorsland
and bis socretury, Hobart, strongly resisted such efforts and
continually portrayed the Catholis as destructive rsvolutionasries,
beat on the camplete destruction of the Irish govermmont and the
English conpectione’® The Engiish govermmeny as not impressed by
Westmoreland ‘s argusents and strongly urged a number of reforms
including removal of some of the restrictions on wting -ﬁar:m&r-
of the Irish Pu‘lhunt.m A relief bill was propaasd in 1792 by Sir
Heroules langriscie, who was given strong suppart by Edsund Burke
in England.’® Despite strong oppostition from the Irish goverment,
the rellef bill was passed and Lecame & law in 1792, Several concessions

had been made by the Ascendancy, but the issue of electoral reform was

121&017, %. 21.30. olumo VI, PP 485"5%0
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ignored, Ocaupations which had previously been closed to Catholicse
were opened, such as attorneys, notories, and asclicitors, and they
were alloved to practice at the bar, though limited as to the
positions they might hold in this oopwity.m Catholios and
Protestants wers allowed to intermarTy and the resirictions on the
number of apprentices a Catholic tradesman might employ vere removed.
Schools were now allowsd to open without a speoial license from a
Protestant Bishop.®! Catholics were also allowed to send their

ehildren abrosd for sducation if they so desired.ld

It was ironio
that the very corruption which both the Catholics and United

Irishaen attacked in the Irieh Parliasent-had bewn respansidls for the
sucoess of the langrisolw bill, for the English Parliament had
atilised 1ts system of political influence in order to see- et the
moaswre uu\onrrud.w The sam® pariisment which passed the bii.l,
howsver, angrily rejected two petitions presented by eupporters of
the Cathollo Committse which requested that the Catholios be given

voting rights in parliamentary ohotion-.zo

mmﬁ, Qn 93-_?_.’ PPe 9192,
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Such congessions, thoagh subatantial, only made the reform
element more determined than ever to gain voting privileges for the
Gatholics. It vas realised that if Ireland was 4o have a truly
nationsl governmsnt, frwe from corruption, repressntation would
have to inolude Catholic as well as mumt.n The Ascendancy,
sunparted by the conservative Catholic gentry had accuzed the
Catholio Committee of not being representative of the wishes of the
majority of the Catholics, As Tone poted in his memoirs, it vould
have been fortunste for the Irish goverrment if 1t had not pressed
this point so bard., Sach attacks made thc Catholies Committee determined
to vindioats 1ts position as spokemman Mr the Catholiss of Irelend and
brought Catholie public opinton to its support.-o

The Gatholig Committes decided to settle the Lsswe Ga¥dnd all
doubt and hold a convention which would be representative of t«l;o
Catholics from all areas of Iroland.23 Tone, in-his position of ssoretary,
helped supervise the plans for eleotions of membors to the conmvention.
The reaction fram the supparters of the Ascendancy was violent. Orand
Juries met throughout Ireland and passed resolutions atating that such
a meeting was illegal and should not be allowed to convene, Tone
secured the adviee of Simon Butler and Beresford Burton, tuo wall

nown lawyers, vwho certified that such a gonvention could be legally

n'l‘om, oP. 9_1&0’ P 56.
22}_’_;0000 of Irish History, pp. 26-27.
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14.% large oumbers of pamphlets oirculated from opponents and
supperters of the convention, Tome supplying his own efforts as a
writer for the Catholic cause.

The political union of Catholle and non~Catholic reform groupe
vas proceeding rapidly. Catholice were freely admitted to membership
in the United Iristmen, and John Eeogh, leader of the Catholig
Ccomittew, was in frequent attendance at United Dish mting..zs
The union of the two reform groups was also symbolived by Tone, one
of the founders of the United Irish movesent and an important msmber
of the Catholic bamittee., Bastille Day was an event whioh was
conspicucusly celebrated in ocertain M;MWW for France
vas strong, eepeaially in Dublin and Mlfaste® In July, 1792, the
event vas celebrated at Belfast with a weeting of various-aferm groups
which inoluded members of the Catholic ommittes, Volunteers, and United
Irishaen. Wolfe Tome in an address to the peopla._of Ireland which he
read 1o the assamdly stated that "no reform, were even such attalnsble,
would answer our ideas of utility or Justice, which should not eqQually
inciunde all sects and all dencminations of Iriahmn.“27

The union of Protestant, Gatholie, and Disseanter, hovever, was

mhcw’ QP !_!.l-o, Volums VI, PPe 539"%0'
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by oo means an easy matter for the reformers to aocamplish, For
several years an intermittent religious war had raged over several
counties of Ireland between the Catholic "Defend-rs" and the
Protestant "Peep CO' Day Boys." Such violence was much to the
satisefaction of the Ascendanoy, w-ich blamed the fighting on the
Catholic Committee and the United Irishmen and stated that thece
groups were revolutionary movements dedicated to the violent over-~
throw of the Irish gomt.% Several trips were made by Tone and
his friends to northern Ireland wherse serious fighting hsd occurrod.
The purpose of these missions vas 4o convince both varring factions
that only by a political union of both raligious faiths could a thorough

roform program be forced upon the Irish Parnnem.” Such efforts vare

often exasporating to Tone, who found problems in perana&ggé;mawd
men to hls view as well as pusmts.” In ons area of County Dcm:
known as Rathfriland, fighting had been particu)arly severe. A group
of Cathoclics and Presbyterians including Tone were dispatched to the
area in hopes of settling the dispute, However, conditions continued
to deteriorate and on a second visit Tone and his companions found

3
themselves in p-rsonal danger and wore forced to abandon the area,

28
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Several other occunties were visited by Tons and his {riends in an

32

effort to bring the fighting to an emd. On a visit to Comnsught

Tona and his companion, Thomas Braughall, vere stopped by four or
five men who tried to detain them from thelr migsiont

e o o « 4o had two cases of pistols im the
carriage, and we agreed not to be robbed.
Braughall, vho ves at this time about
sixty-five years of age, and laxd from a
fall off his horse aome years before, was
as co0l and intrepid as man could be,

Hs took the gcommand, and by his orders I let
down all the glasses, and called out to

the fellows to gcome on, if they eo were
inelinsd, for that we were readyj Lraughall
desiring me at the sase tiwme ‘not to five
t412 I could touch the egoundreis.! Pnis
rather embarrasced them, and they did not
ventwre to approagh but held a coungil of
“ar at the horsss! heads, I then present-
ed one of my pistols at the postiilion,
swearing horribly that I would put him
instamtly to death if be did not drive

over them, and I made him fesl the mussle

of the pistol ageinst the back of his head;
the fellows on this took to their heels

and ran off, and we proceeded on our 1
Jowrney without further interruption. . . .

In areas where reform sentiment was strong, such as Belfast,
the union of reform groops was more succes:ful as Tone noted:

411 parties were now fully employed for
the ensuing sesgion of parlimment. The
goverammmnt though the organ of the
corporations and grand Juries opened a
heavy fire upon us of manifestoes and
resolubions. At first we ware like young

Sz‘fom, e 01___5-) PP 60-61,
”Ibidcg Pe 61,
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soldisrs, a 11t%le stunnad with the noise;
but after a few rounds we began to look
sdout us,; and seeing nobody drop with all
this furious cammonade, we took courage
ard began to return tho fire, In
cansequenase “harewer thore was a meeting
of the Protestant assendangy, whish was the
title assuwed by the party (and a very
pudent one it was), we took care that it
should be followed by a meeting of the
Catholics, who spolm as loud and louder
than their sdversaries; and as w» had

the right clearly on ocur side, we found

no great difficulty in silencing the

eney on this quarter. The Catholiocs
liksvigse took care, at the same time that
they branded their ensmics to mark the
gratitude of their {riends, who vere dally
ingreasing, and espoaially to the pacple
of Belfastj betwoen whom and the %ﬁqtholicgh ,
the unlon was now completely™wstgbiished. ™ -

In Dscember of 1792 the Catholic convention was holc}t in Dublin.B 5
The meoting place was in Taylor's Hall in Black lans, a‘pha nﬂnich
bad been used by the Unlted Irishmen for their motingu.% Tho
Catholies awoided open acknowledgement of their. connection with
the United Irish, upon the sdvice of a number of influential friends,
including Bdmund Burke, who feared that such a connection with a group
which vas falling raepidly under the influsnce of the French Rewlution,
would demago the Oatholic cause.’! Some three hunired twenty five

delegatos were present, intcluding a fev members of the Catholis

jhlooky, Ope Gite, Volume VI, pps SWL~5US.

P raodsrrot, op. eib., pe 108

331r Riohard Bourike, Charles ¥illiam and 3@:{1 Fitsvillisn (eds.),
Corre . of the Right Honorable % Surke (london: Franols
m%% 1&%’; Yolume 11, pP. 27

37Ib1do' PPe 59'60.



L8
highar clergy who had opposed the activities of the United Irichmen
st times, Deepite thase former disagreemmmts, the prelates were
received with great respect and the moetings were eonducted in an
orderly, ccurteous m.” One of the main pwrposes of the
conventien was to draw up a petition to the King of England to be
pressnted personally by a Catholic delegation. In this vay the
Agosndancy vorld be bypassed, and the English govermmmot, which was
inown to be eympathetic to the Catholic cause, could be epprosched
directly. After reciting a list of grisvances oomposed by Tone and
Koogh, the convention prooseded to seleot delegates to go to England.
Tone acoampanisd e delegation in his poéfii@“gpcvpm”

The orderly procedure and conduot of the Committes had impreened

a numbey of English statesmen, who were oonvinped that nn:-yf;‘j-*.

congessions were in order if the mass of Catholiee were not t.ob-

alienatod and sesk more radical means to accomplish their m.ho
In the same month that the convention was held, the delegation

traveled %o England where they were well received by Pitt and his

assistant, Dundas, and conduoted to a personal interviev with the

King, Tone recorded hie impreszions of the interview in his diery,

mentioning the faverable iwmpression whioh the Catholis Curmittee had made:

Their sppearence wae splendid and they
met with what is called in the language —~

”Wmt, P glgo. PPe 106'109¢
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of the courts a most gracious recepiion <
that 1s liis majesty was pleased tc say a
fow words to each of the deolegates in
his turn. In those colloquies the matter
is gensrally of 1ittle interest, the manner
is allj ani with the manner of the Sovereign
the delegatea had every reason to be content.ld
It was lessz than two years since the Catholio petition had deen syurnmed
by the Irish Parlimmsnt and the change mist have been painfully
apparent to the Ascendarcy. In Ireland, the Catholics were given
strong support by Hsary Orattan, who had employed Wolfe Tons as his
agent of communication between the Qatholio lommittee and himeelf,
Grattan cammnicated his suppart for tho Gmitho in their mission
to london and stated, “They ought to nmmmnm or nothing
and that now is their only time to get 1%."1‘2
In London, the Catholics were told that reforms mﬁlj_.bi:‘:-nwr-
takean, though there was no specific msntion as %o what these reforms
would be, There were some ssparate intarviews.uwith John Keogh and
8 oortain M, Nepean of the Home 0ffioce in london at this t.::u.m
Scme members of the Catholic Oommittes aleo intervicwed Major Novari,
secretary Yo lLoxd Lieutenant Weetmoreland. The full details of these
meetings were not revealsd, but spparently in their anxiety to gain
at least some conpoeseions for their causs, the leadsrs of the Committee,

principally Eeogh, committed the blunder of stating that they thought

hlIbid., Pe 10%.
ulbid.. pe. L
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the Catholics would be satisfied with something lese than complete
Uh

electoral reforms A= a result, the Snglish government removed its
pressure on the Irish Parliement for a full scale reform bill and the
Asocandangy respended maordmgly.hs

On January 10, 1793, the Irish Parliament convened to discuss the
issue of Catholle velief, Sentiment 4in the parliement wes overvhelmingly
in favor of reform, though the differences of opinion as to how far
thig reforz should go were nw.“ Most members of the Irish
Parlimmnt econsidered & refors bill of some kind neowssary if the
loyalty of the Catholics to Ireland was to be maintained, and the
Jagobin horrors then going on 1n Frange ;'i'u.wbouomm After
an extended debats whish took place over a period of several months,
tho bill vae finally passed. The property mqmiru:&;;moh had
long plagued the Catholics were elimingted, They were lllowad, with
certain rostrictions, to retain arms and to hold 811 military and civil
positions except those to which they were excluded by law, Catholicas
were now officially allowsd in the universities and were permitted to

hold degrees. However, there were a mumber of provisions snumerating
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the offices ¢to which Catholics wore forbidden. Almost all the
important civil and govormmsnt posts were reserved for Protestants
and the educated Jatholios were thsreby restricted from holding any
isportant ofﬁ.oo.w The part of the bill which was the ucet
coptroversial vas that section which allowed Catholics to vote in
parliamentary elegtions but did not allew them to hold seats in the
Irisgh Par}.imt.w A more absurd provision could hardly be imagined;
the Catholics were given the elective franchiss but prevented
from electing those most able te represent their views. The
Agcendaney had been able to take advantage of the uncertainty of the
Gatholic leadership. Tone quickly saw tkt. ttj;.ncendmf bad gained
more by tho gonoessions they had withheld than those they had mads. On
January 21, 1793, shortly after the disastrous intervies inua_ebart,
Tons met the leaders of the Catholis Comaittee and recorded the
following in W4s diarys

In the Sub Committee Sir T. French,
Byrne, EKeogh and McDonnell dispatobed
%o Hobart to appraise him that nothing
short of unlimited emancipation will
satisfy the Catholiss. They returmed in
about an hour, extremsly dissatisfied with
eash otier, and, diverse mutual recrimine-
tions, it sppears by e Ocmmission, they
had done directly the reverse; for the
result of their aonversation with the

Searetary was that he had declared
explioitly against the whole mesasure and

Yrs.
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they had given reason to think thet the
Catholics would acquiesce in a half ~ne,
Sed, sad]l I am surprised at Sir Ts French,
as for merchants, I begin to sga they are
no great hands at revolutions.

Sub-equent efforts by the Committee to repair their mistake failed,
and several months later the bill was officially passed, Though
some reformers such as &attan thought the bill was a step in the

right direction, Tone regarded the neasure as a defaat for Catholle
sl

roforms

by their exclueion from the tio Houses of
Parliament the whole body of the Catholio
gentry of Ireland, & high-spirit race of
men are insulted and disgrased, tirown
doun from the level of theif fortim

and their talemts and branded with the
mark of subjugation, the last relis of
interested bigotry. This is the radical
defect of the Blll, Ii the Catholics
deservo ‘‘hat has beon granted, they de-
serve what has becn withheldj if they did
not deserve vhat has bsen withheld, what
has bLeen granted should have bLeen refused.
There is an inconsistensy not to be ex-
plained in any prineiple of reason for
justice in edmitting the alleged 4ignoranpe
and bigotyry in number of the Catiolios
into the pale of ths Constitution and
excluding a1l the birth, rank property and
talents. By granting the franchige and
#ithholding e2ate in parliament the
Catholic gentry are at once compelled and
enabled to act vith effect as a distinch
brdy and a separate interest. They receive
a benefit with one hand and a blow ~ith the
other and their riging gratitude is checked

SOM¢
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by their just resentment; a resentment
which in the same momsnt thay obtain the
rmeans and the provoecation to justify,

If it wa® not intended to emangipate
them also, they should have been dabarred
of all political power. Will tiwy not say
that they have received just so smch
liberty as will ensble them tc serve the
interests of others, to be useful froe-
holders and couvenisnt voters artificers
of the greatnezs and powsr in wbich they
nust not share, subaltern instruments in
the elovation of those who thelr honest
pride thea are no better than thew-
salvea?

Far the wmoment, the Ascendancy had besn able to frustraete
partially reforuiist aimg. In doing so, they ware sowing the seeds of
their oun destruction. In a few short ﬂ’u‘s, ﬁm Juxury of refusal

would beocme a choloe beuwoan reform or revolution,

52114,



CHAPTER VI
TREASON

The case of William Jackson in 1794, and the Pitzwilliam
affair in 1795, mark a turning point in the history of Ireland,
William Jackson was a c¢lergyman of the establish church in Ireland
who had a taste for politics and adventure for which he was
entirely unfitted by temperament. The affairs in Ireland had been
watched with mreﬁt for some time by the French govermment which
had bean at war with Epngland since 1793. The Mrench belisved that
Ireland might be the weak point in England's defense, and they
employed Jackson, who was in Frange, as an emissary to Ireland to
sound out the Irish on the possibility of an invasion of that
mmw.l

Errors marred the enterprise from its very inception. Jackson,
on his way to Ireland; stopped off in london to confer with a certain
William Stone, who was related by marriage to Hamilton Rowan, an
inportant member of the United Irishmen.” It vas at this time that

LJacob, op. gite, pp. 227-228,

%parley Rex Syndergaard, "Ireland and the French Revolution
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Jackson remved his soqualntarweship with an old friend; a lawysr by
the name of Cookayms, Jackson exposed the nature of his plans to
Cockayne, who almost immediatsly informod the English govermment.
Cooclayne was employed as an informar by the English, amd on a pretext
socompanied Jackson to Ireland.’

In Ireland, Jackson end Coclayns conferred with Hamilbon Rowan,
who was in Newgate prison on aharges of libel by the Irish govermment.
Cockayns «as given assistanoe in his activities by Leonasrd HoNally,

a Dublin lavyer #+ho had socess to the highest councils in the ¥nited
Iriehnen and like Coclmyne was a goveroment wow.h Bo+an, in 1792,
st the time the Cabholie convention vas belng w, had been . cne of the
men respongibls for ths adoption by the United Iristmen of a Fyench
insignia with repudlican impliocations. The decision was ;—o;km on
the part of the United Irishmen, for it enabled the Ascendamy to label
them as Frengh Jsoobins, though the United Irish uere probably guilty of
nothing acro than exaggerated worship of the Frenoh republic, A
Nationoal Ouard had alsc been formed Ly Rowan which had been quickly
suppressed by the sowmﬁ.s Sush ections wore characteristio of
fowvan'ts impulsive mature and he quicily agreed to Jackson's preposal
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of military ald, not knowing he wvas falling into a trap laid by the
English and Irish govermments.

Wolfe Tone a3 now oontactod and the plans were made known to
him in the talks at Newgate prison. Jackgon had previously been
informed that a Franch invasion of Ireland would only unite the diverse
political groups of that sountry into a cammcn fromit to oppose the
French, and he asked Tone about the truth of sugh an estimate. Tome
replied that suoh a union might teke place in England undsy threat of
an invasion, but not in Ireland and he supplied a writien memorandum
to Jackson in which he gave his vicws on the political situation in
Ireland, Since Tone's writinge are verfvoam in. the years 1793
to 1794, the memorandum he supplisd to Jeckson in Apx-iln(:f" 11?9&
provides a valuable glus to the change wlich had takean mm s
political opiniana, The main theme of his memorandum was the ciiapu'ity
in political circumetances bet.sean Bngland and-Imsland, Tone wrote -
that in Knglcnd the goverrment was based on the will of the peapls which
made it a truly nasional one., In Ireland the govermment was based on the
will of the establighed church and the Ascendancy. The grsat mass of the
population whigh inoluded the Catholics and Protestant Dissenters, wore
ardently devoted to the Frengh Rewlution and <ere looking forward to
the day when a demcoratic governmsnt oould be formed in INM. Tone
felt that if armed ald from outside Ireland was suffiocient, the majority
of Iriehmen would rise in revolt and overthrow the Irish govermmsnt,
He felt that any idea that the aristoorats dominated by the 4scendancy

would reform the government of their own accord was doomed to



51
diguppointment, Tone exphasised in his eemorandum that armed aid must
be of sufficiont quantity if a mass uprising vas to take placse on the
part of the poop‘.l.u...6 The rest of tho meworandum gave detailed advice
on military tastios and how best to secure the loyalty and ald of the
peopls, From these statements, it 1a clesr that Tone's opinions had
advanced to a point where he was willing tc uss violent revolution to
acoomplich separation from Bngland., Mis disgust with the reform
efforts of 1793 no doubt plxyed an important part in his decision., He
now felt that a truly mational govermment for Hreland was only possidle
by the complete severances of the tie whi.ch bonnd England and Ireland,
including the Crown conmsotion. Tone was not item 4An thess oonvictions.
In 1794, the United Irishmen had shanged fron a mere rerom )
arganisation to the begimings of a revelutionary dody. ‘mw s
also evident in the Catholioc Defendsrs, whe were rapidly changing from
e lover class agrarian movement aimed at the PeepsOWay Boys to a

revolutionary organdgation which plotted the overtimor of the Irish

gowmnb.a

Yhatever his sentiments may have been at tho timm of his writing
the memcrandum, Tone became more cautious in his doalings #with Jatkson
and later extrisated himself altogether, to his own good fortuns.

6Tuid., pp. 137-139. Ses Appendix B.
7!40&7, Op. ;‘1&.) Volume m, PPe 29-31,
aPiOes! P_f' Irish &M. PPe 66-T1.
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He was shocked at the careless way the business was disocuesed in
Bowan'!s cell, virtually under the noses of the government authorities.
He probably also ceme to ths realiization that he was taking part in
an activity which could dbe considered tireason and which could have
the moat disastrous con-equences to himself, his family, and the
Catrolic emancipation movement «<hich he was supporting. Tone also had
his suspicions regarding Cockayne and attempted to conduct business
in such a way as to keep him from knowing its exact content.9 Shortly
after he gave the memorandum to Jackson, Tone asked that it dbe returmed
which it was, 10 However, several days later, Tons was disturbed to find
that Rowan had given several coples of tripmmaaekson, having
added or subtracied portions of it to suit hinaolf.n

The Irish govermment now closed in on the men ammwas
arrested, several coples of the imnerimingting memorandum fallirxé into
the hands of the anthorities. Cockayne made himself known as a witness
for the prosscution, but Mclally was too valusble to expose in this
fashion, and continued as an informer. So unsaspected was MoNally that

12
he wag retained by Jackson for his defence at the trial. The situation

9'ron9, op. cit., pp. 76-77.
mJaoob, Ope oit., pp. 227-228.
Uppa,

nﬁmdormt, Op. 8ite, Pe 10k
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for Tone was critical, Cockayne had no «vidence against Tone directly,
but Jackson might have been able to save his own life by revealing
ineriminating evidence againat Tone. This he apparently did not
do, for no doubt the govermment would have proceeded against Tone had
he donse so.

Tons, despite the urging of his frieuds, did not tale flight,
though Rowan did flee to France, making a spsctacular escape in a
small boat deapite determined efforts to epprehend hin.n Tone,
however, stood his ground and disdained any efforts te escape. Several
factors were working in his favor. The 1ntermtion of the Beresford
family was a powerful aid in preventing hia proseau%ion. 'l'one had

first met Marcus Bere-ford in 1792 in his travels into mm

o

Ireland to compose the feuds betmen the Peep-0O'~-Day Boys and ‘the |
Defenders and gather support for the Catholic Gonnntion.n‘ Beresford's
influence was now exerted on his behalf, the Bereaford family being

a powerful political force in the Irish govermment. Tone was alaso
indirectly aided by John P. Curran, who along vith McHally partiolpated
as defence counsel for Jaokson. Curran made the point that in England
treason convioctions had to be obiained by at least two witneases,
vhereas in Ireland the prosecution was attempting to prove tresason on
the testimouy of Coclmyune clone.ls Cockayne proved to be an extremely

Wiscky, op. oit., Wolume VII, p. 29.
%d'mt’ mt 0_1::., PPe lh2-158.
Brnests, pp. 111-112,
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unco~operative sitnses, for he had not reeliged the full implications
of the bargain he hed made with the English government and feared
reprisals because of hiz aotions, Thus, it sppeared that the BEnglish
and Irish governmmts would have their hands full convicting Jeckson
alone, A "compramise" waz arranged betueon Tone and the Irish
goverrment in whioch Tone made a publio confession, though it mentioned
no namos and did not supply any evidence whigh the Irish government did
not already have, !¢ aleo made known his willingness to leave the
country, which the govermment required him to do several months
J-ut.ar.""6 Tone 's relatively light punishunt prompud somo criticism
that he had made special conosseions to th‘e Iriah zommnt. Hovever,
three of Tones' fellow roforwera kaww of the intimate deteils of his
negotiations with the Irish government which made the possibiiity of
any carrupt bargein extremsly unlikely, Several months later,
the trial of Jsckson was held end he was convisted. Jackson cheated
the gallows by taking poison end died an agoniazing death in the court
monmthodwrnmt.obomtemedam

Despite the fact that Tone had been seriously implicated in the
Jagckeson affeir, the Catholic Committes rstained him as secretary
againat the advice of Oratien, whro head broken all connections with

Tons and felt that hip retention would taint the Comittee with

mnﬂ-d-' PPs 76=17+
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18 The fact that Tone was retained

treason, harming their reform efforts.
was a 8ign of the increasingly militant attitude of the Catholiss. The
Jaokson affair had moved Irish opinion one step further on the rved to
reévolations The Fitswillism affeir would camplete the cycle.

In 1795, the so called *Pitsvilliam Qrisis® ocourred. In ingland,
ths year 1794 had seen a change in the political balanse of power and
Willlam Pitt had been forced to form a coalition csbinet in order to
maintain himself and his party in office. The leader of the Whig
groap which joined the Toriss was the Duke of Portland, who had been
Lord Ideutenant of Ireland im 1782, and had recczmended the famous
reforms of that year.l One of Portlands: puldteal assoddates vho
also entered ths cabinet was Lord Fitsvilliam, Portland and Fitswilliem

Bk e

and their fellov Wigs vho formed the coslition held lisasal-vievs

in regard to Ireland, particularly the issus of Catholic emancipation. -
The full story and its detalls may never be kmoun but to obtain their
support, Pitt spparently pramised e Whigs authority to goverm

Ireland as they pleased, On this understanding, lord Fitswilliaa egreed
to becoms Lord Lieutenant of Irelaml, replacing Wostmoreland.’ Pitt,

however, decided to withdray his pledge of complste authority over the
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affairs of Iroland, much to the consternation of the Whigs, though
Pitt was eventually able %o persuade Portland to his way of thiaking.zz

The Buropean situation in 1794 looked critical for the coalition
of nations facing Fransce. French armies hed taken the offensive
onoe again and both the Austrian and Prussian Armies were in full
rotreat.’> The Irish Pariiment contimied to support the English
var effart desplte the burden of an increasing nationsl debb.

These factors no doubt weighed heavily on Piti's mind and he did not
#igh % ochange a politicsl system in Ireland which, vhatever its faulte,
had proven to be a reliable suppord far his govermment in time of war,
Fitawillian vas told that if he acospted™éhe position of lord lisutevant,
he must not allogw any changes in the govesrnment, «hich meant that the
issve of Catnolie refors must be avoided. Fitswilllan 03;&450 agcept
the poet on these oorditiom.zs '

On July Lth, 1795, Lord Fitzwillism arrired in Ireland to assume
the position of lord Lisutenant. It took only a short time for him to
see that discontent and revolution were rampant in Irelsid and refom
a8 & neocessity if oivil war were to be avertede The liberal viees
of the Whigs were <ell knovn, and reform groups all over Ireland

%2 Lecky, ope git., Volums VLI, pp. 4050,
231’01:1.. pe 62,
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oonsidered Pitaviliian's promotion a vigtory for reform and Catholio
emancipation, A full emancipation bill for the Catholics was expeotsad
&d Fitsvilliam roalised that it «would be sulcidal for ths pesce of
Ireland to attempt to avoid the issue as he had beon instruoted, In a
mumber of letters to England, Pitswillism strongly urged that he e
allowed to support an emsncipation bill, A long silsnce from England
Jas interpreated by him as permission to procead with his plens., He
apened negotiations with Grattan, who was sufficlently encouraged by
the course of events to ring forward a Gatholic relief D41l for
coneideration by the Irish P&rli-ant.ZG__

While the negotistions with (rattllh vet® taking plade, Fitssillien
had besn engaged in a fisrco pover struggls with the Asoﬁm.nmy, whose
Rembers thought they knew the cirvumetances behind his mssIan ana
bitterly contested his authority. Shortly after his arrival, l‘;ituilnm
replaced John Beresford who held the post of Ceemisslonsr of Revenue,
Bereafaxd ras a man #ith strong parliamentary conmgotions and ras the
father of Marcus Deresford, who had intercedrd on behaelf of Tons in the
Jackson treason trial, Fitveilliam's sstions aroused the most intenge
hostility on tho part of the Beresfords and EZdvard Fitzgivbon, the
lesder of the Asgwndangy. Prassure was ne brought to bear on Pitt to
replace Fitevillism,?! Ritswilllem, in the meantime, moved ahead

%ok, Ope 9ib., Tolums VII, pps 56, 70
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#ith his plans for %he emancipation program and gave Grattan his
support. Pitt and Portland now wrote to Fitswilliam doth protesting
strongly against the actions he had taken end urging aim to drop

a1l 1dcas of Catholig emancipations<0 Fitswilliam replled to his
coritios, rolating it possibility of a Frensh invasion and stating that
such attacks could only be reasisted by a united axi loyal people,

Sugh layalty could only be achieved if an emancipation bill was
ourried; if it was not, he would not angwer for the comqaouoomgp
There .1a8 groat foay on the part of the geatry that if an emancipation
blll w#as not pasred by the parliement, the lqyalty of the loser class
Catholios would be alienated fyom tueir a-iawmm 1sadars and
soalal revolution would reuul‘t.ao Zven the ultracomor\rg'g'i_gcagmw
led by Lord Kenmare revealed bto Pltawilliam that there wis ':i{é;ber
" #ay of retalning Catholiec loyalty. In Horthern Ireland, full scale
8> had already broken out beteen the Peep-0t~Day Boys and the
Def&uiers-Bl

When the news reaohed England that Orattan had obtained

paruigsion from Fitawilliam to introduce an emancipation bill in the
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Irish Parliament, Fitswilliam was notified that he was being recalled.
Mis departure from Ireland on Harch 25, 1795, was marked by general
gloom throughout the country, especially in Dublin where stores wers
olosed and a crowd drew his carriage through the stireets on the
vay tc his ahip.32

The complete explanation for Pitt's actions remain a mystery to
this day. Some oritics have accused him of parposely proveking an
Irish rebellion in order to force Ireland into a legal union with
Ensland.3 3 Pitt was not in favor of the comparative freedom which
Ireland had won in 1782, and the revenus eontrowrcy in 1785 clearly
revealed his attitude. Posaibly more 1npom m Pitt's personal
feelings was the faot that he relied on a mmber of the Ascendancy,
particularly Edward Fitagibbon, for support, The war with Prange- made
this support ewen more important and Pitt was no doubt hesitant #béut
offending a political regime whioh had mede valuedle .oontributions to
the war effort, monetary as well as political, Pitzgibbon had also
employed his influence with the King and evidently convinoed him thst
it would be sgainst his coronation ocath t¢ concede equality of suffrage
to the Gatholiu.m‘ Probably a combination of these factors had an
influsence, trough which was the moat important to Pitt will probably

renain a mystery,
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The departure of Fitsvilligm was the signal for rewlution in
Ireland, The United Irishmen and their nevspaper, the Northern Star,

bad been suppressed by the goverrment in 1794 on the charge of sedition.
They now became an organisatiocn of a seoret mature, devoted to the
formation of a republic and foreible separation froam Euglmd.as The
new mood of Ireland was well stated by Thomas Addis Emmet:

The astive republicsns and new United
Irishmen were not sorry that the £ llacy

of 11l-founded political hopss had been

so speedily exposed, and they rejoiced

that the agitation and contsoversiss which
“ere springing up would so entirely engross
the attention of their opulent, interested
and ambitious adversaries, as-:that-they

and their proeedings would péBs umsdbbtised.
They well imew that in the midat of disputes
for power, places and emcluments, neither
the great nor their connections would
condesamnd o bestow a thought upon despised
malcontents, or the advances of an obscure
systen. They therefore, not unWillingly,
assisted in keesping the attention of
goverment, and of the higher ranks, cocupied
with party contests; and even themselves
yislded to that imdignation, which dis-
interested spectators naturally feel, at the
commission of perfidy and 1n¢unt.i.oo.5‘s

One of the "disputes for power® resulted in ths promotion of
Fitzgibbon to a peerage and he now became known as the Earl of Qlare,
From this time on, Fltsgibbon was the real ruler of Irolande3! He vas

35htl E.. c_!.t_—l PPe 1-6.
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assisted by Earl Camden, the new lord Lieutenant, who was savagely
attacked by a mob on his arrival in March, 1795, and found it
necessary to use military foroe to clear the streets of Dublin.3 8
Canden soon came umder the total influence of Fitzgibbon, who ruled
Ireland indirectly through the lord Lieutenant. In his many
letters to the goverment of England, Fitowilliam had stressed that
the majority of Protestants with the exception of the Aseendangy

minority, were in favor of Catholie Emancipation. »

His statements were
now confirmed as protests by the thousends were delivered to the Irigh
Parliament by Protestants who supported mtholie enancipation.ho The
Asoendancy, however, eontinued to reaiof" ﬂkmuoffoﬂs.

During this time, Wolfe Tone had not been 1moti!g.’ *WhOn
Fitevilliam had first arrived there was even the possidIIIE&F tht he
might be offered a govermmnt position. His participation with
Jackson counted heavily against him, however, pius the fsct that Grattan
who had a great deal of influence with Fitzwilliam, oonsidered Tone a
political 11ability decause of his oonneotion with Jaokson. Although
Tone had shown some interest in obtaining a position, his son states

that he later deocided against it, as it might compromiss his political
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pﬂmiploa.u The Gatholic Committee, which had been inactive since
their fallure in 1793, took advantage of the excitement of publie
opinion and used it to support a full emsncipation program in the Irish
Parlimment, Petitions amounting to more than half a million signatures
reashed the Irish Parlisment in support of emancipation.?

A second mission to london was undertaken by the Catholie Comaittee
to petition the King perecnally. This time, however, the delagation
found themselves without official support and were foroed to return to
Irelm.w A meeting vas held by the iatholie delegation upon their
return from England, whish included a sumber of reforn lesders such as
John Eeoghs The delegation had taken 'i'dht dm A5 their secretary,
probably an uowise move under the olircumstances, but alog .a subtle
threat, rewealing that there peaceful petitions were upm;hmaa
limit, The emittee now expressed their gratitude to Toms, |

for the Readiness with whioh he asccompanied
our Deputies to England, and the many other
important services he had rendered t- the
Catholic Body in their pursuit of
Emangipation; Serviges which no Gratitude

can ove s and no remuneration can over-
PBTe o o of

The Camnittes aleo reaffirmsd the belief that Irslend must not only
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retain its legal independence from IGritain but that determimed efforts
should be made to increase its ab-solute independence from England.hs

Shortly after the arrivel of Camden, Tone wa? notified by the
government that he should leave the country. Before hi~ departure,
Tone met with a number of his fyriends, including Rovert Emmet and
William Russell., He told the little gathering that once he had left
the ecountry, he considered say obligation he had to the existing
regime in Ireland to be at an end. Tone had been allowed to exile to
America end he revealed his intentions to econtact a Frenoh minister
in Philadelphia andi offer his services t;oh‘anoﬂ in any way that would
further the emancipation of his own OOm:ﬁry.M Ms friends agreed
with his scheme, and Tone made preparations for the Vvoyags.to ,Aper:lu,
lsaving Ireland on June 15, 1795, &nd arriving in Phna&“o‘ij;ﬁg;in

August of the same y«u‘.h?
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CBAPTER VII
WOIFE TONE ARD THE REVOLUTIOR

After his arrival in America, Tone jJournsyed to Philadelphia
where he arrived in Augusi of 1795. There he met several fellow exiles
such as Dr, Beynolds ard Hamilton Rowan, Tone rewealed to them his
plan to seek French aid. Supplied with introductory papers by Rowan,
Tone called wpon Citisen Adet, the Frenoh minister, and at his request

supplied Adet with a *memorial® demibi.pg the political situation in

1 £

Ireland,” Tone was doubtful about how mich wieeess his efforts hed

accomplished for the Irish ocause ut decided that he had done as much as
he could ard began to make preparations to setile hmﬁﬁhh famlly
on a famm near Princeton, New Jersey. In the midet of these
preparations, an event occurred vhich mede him-ctange his mind:

In this frams of mind I contimed for soms
time, valting for the lavyer who was
employed to drew the desds, and expecting
next epring tc move to my purchase, and
to begin farming at last, when one day I
was roused from sy lethargy by the receipt
of letters from Kecgh, Russell and the two
Simm's wherein, after professions of the
~armost and sincerest regard, they pro-
oeeded to socquaint me that the state of
the pudlic mind in Ireland was advanoing
to republicanism faster than even I could

Y2oe, op. git., pp. 93-9k.
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belicve, ant they pressed me in the

astrongest mammep, to fulfill the

engagement I had made with them at

my deperture, axx! t0 move heaven and

earth to farse my way to the French

governmentd, in ordsy togluwmm

thely assistance, « «
After consulting with his family, Tone decided to leave for Prance,
On Janvary 1, 1796, with a coded letter from Citisen Adet, Tone
sailed for Hawre de Orece.’

In February of 1796, Tone arrived in Franoce and at his insistence
was able to present himself and hisg letter Lefore the rench Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Charles Delamroix, 4ifter a discussion with Delscroix,
Tone wag referred tc a man named Efaholas W}hm It{ish@qn who had
conndctions with the Preunch government and a atrong supporter of French
aid to Irslamd,! Most of Tons's contects vhile be vas in Fraige were
4ith Madgett, During the seven months of negotiations which béok'
place “ith the rench govormsnt, Tone stressed the neod of a suffieient
force of approximately tuenty thousand men to insure the eucoess of any
insurrection, Madgett appeared doubtful whether a force of that sise
could be obtained, After soms dissussion of various geuerals for the

expedition, the cholce fell on Oensral lioohe, one of the most famous

2Ibido' Pe e
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5 on Fetruary 24, Tone, who was somsvhat

generals in the French arny.
doubtful of his progress with Madgett, called on lasare Carnot, a high
ranking offisia) of the French Directory. The interview was generally

favorable and topiss of military and political importance were

diqu'”dO 6

After the interview, Tope stated in his diary:
e o ¢« « What am I to think of all this?
Ag yot 1 have met no diffioculty nor
check, nothing to discourage mej but
1 wish with extravagant passion for
the emangipation of my doantry and
I do 30 sdbhor and detest the very name
of England, that I doubt my own judge-
ment, lest I see things in too favour-
adbls light, It is a bold meagurej after
all, if it should suoceed, af my-vigiong -
to be realized -- Hussal Vive la Republique!
I am a pretty fellow 4o negotiate with
the diresctary of Frsnce, pull down a
monarchy and establish a renublic; to
break a comnexion of 600 year's stand-
ing and contrach a fresh alliance «ith
another conntry."

R

Despite these cptimistic statements, Tone was appaliod at times by the
ignorance of Irish affairs by French officials and wondered if the expedi-
tion to Ireland would ever take place.a In discussions with the French,
Tone continurlly emphasised that it was the aim of Ireland to form an

independant republio, but to accomplish this end, military aid must be
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sufficient. Madgett promised aid that vould be equal to the occasion.
Tone, in one of his many memarials %o the French govermment, mede a
drematic plea for military intervention:

e » o« I 80dmit to the wisdom of the French
govermamnt that England is the implansdle,
inveterate, irrsooncilable enemy of the
Bepublie, vhich never ¢an be in perfeot
security whilst thet nation retains
doningtion of the seaj that, in conseguencs,
every possible sfford should be mads to
humble ber price, and to reduce hsr power;
that 4t is in Ireland, and in Ireland
only, that she is vulnerable ~. a feck of
the truth of which the Frensch Govermment
cannot be too strongly impressed; that

by establishing a free republig in-Ireland
they attech to France a grateffl ally. .
<hose cordial assistance in pease and

war she might cammsnd, and “\(ho, fros
situation and produce, could most
essantially serve her. .

In his diary, Tone also made the point that an alliance between
France and Ireland would be betwean two independend nationa and that
under no oirdumstandes would the yole of Ingland be oxshanged for that
of Frane,2® Gongiderablo aid ms promised Tone by the Frenchs
sbout %an thousand men and mmorous ﬁru.n

In June, 1796, Tone was informed that in accordance with his

requsst, he vas tc be empleyed by the Fremch as a membeér of the
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French army and to accompany the expeditionary force to Ireland.12
Tone also conferred with General Hoche, commander of the expedition,
Besides military matters, a discussion of a future govermmsnt of
Ireland took place and Tone repeated his assurances that Ireland
wished only to be an independsnt rapublie.13

At last, after a period of nearly seven montha in France,
Tone traveled for Rennes and then for Brest, where preparations for
departure were taking plase. On December 17, 1796, the expedition
departed for Bantry Bay, Ireland. The expeditionary force consisted
of forty-three ships and gpproximately fqurteen thougand men on
board. 1¢  Problems plagued the oxpeditiogtiéé;éﬁbtiatart.'~!haro had
been a series of delays in the originsl departure date due to
mismansgement of one sort or ancther. There sas also riﬁ%&.'bétwan
the French army and the Ministry of Marina +hich did muoh %o isﬁair
the unity necessary for the success of the expedition., Hoche, at one
’point, stated in axasperation, *The next thing I expect to hear is
that there!s not enough water in the ueam'ls Before the expadition had

even reached the ogean, ons ship hed been lost in a narrov passage
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at the Iy of Douarmsnes. Once they reachsd the ocean, a series of storms

separated the ships of the fleet ineluding ¥hat of the commarder, Hoohe.

Only a fraction of the origins)l flest reached its destination at Bamdry

Bay, whore the recurrent storms Oontimod.m On Decewber 26, Tone

stated in his diarys

e + o o Ne have Lot tvo commander-ine
ohisf} of four admirals not one remaines
#0 have lost one ship of the line that
»e lmow of, and probadly mayy others of
which we lnow nothings we have been now
six days in Bentry Bay, within five
undred yards of the short «ithout being
landing; ¥e have
imeg in four dayej

¢
g
{8
£
$

S
There only wants owr falling in «vith
the English to camplede our destyuotion;
and to Judge of the futwe by the

past, thers is every pmuit{ that
Shat vill not be wantinge « « o17

On December 29, the expedition was forced to turn back dus to its losses

%
3 () e
which the expedition consisted

of shipe and men, plus the storm vhich prevented an effective landing
being made.)® Tone carried vith him a message to the Irish people to
have been distributed in case the expedition lani~d, Thess papers
clearly revesl s determingtion for an indepemient repudblisc:
Withont being too much of an enthusiastic
visionary, I think I mgy say I ses a new

order of things commencing in Burope,
The stupsmious revolution which has teken

1601Fac1atn, op. git., pp. 188-205,
17%13, OPe E-g"." PP 165166,

mMcs PPe 167-168,
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place in France, the wpsralleled succession
of events, which have, in defiance of the
ani ted orfw of all the degpots of Burcpe,
egtablished that mighty republic on the
brosd and firm bLasis of equal rights,
libertias and laws « « o I do not look

upon the Fremnsh rewolution as a Question
subject to the ordinary calculadion of
politiem, it is & thing whigh 1s to be,

and as all huaan experisanos has verifisd
that the new dootrine finally subverts the
old, . ..Iﬂﬁrﬂ]mdmod,tbj
dogotyine of republicanism will finglly
subvert that of monarchy, and esteblish a
systen of just and rattonal liberty, on

the ruins of the thrones of the despots

of Europes The altarmative which is now
submitted to your choice, with regard to
England is, in one word, union or
Separation! You must determins, and that
ingtently, between glavery add ' infipendence,
there is no third way. I have dome; my
countrymen, and I do sarpestly begeech

you, as Irishmen, as oitisens as busbands,
a fathers, Ly evarything mogt dear to

you, to consider the sacred odbligation

you are called uwpon to discharge, o
aaancipate your country fram a foreign

yols, and to restors to liderty your~- -
selves and your ohildren, look to your own
Tegources, leok to liberty yourselves ard
your children, look %o those of your friends,
rensudur you must instactly dstide; rememdbar
that you have no alternative between liberbdy
and independence, of slaveyry or submission,
remszbhsy the wronge you have mw?d

from England for wix hundred yvarm.-”

The people in the area where the atterpted invasion had taken
place had shown litdle imdication of sny mass wprising of the kind
Tone bad anticipated., How much of a detarrent factor the storm in that
area may have been is not known, Thamas Addis Exmet in his statements

91,4, Tone, An Address to the Psople of Ireland on the Present
Important Orisis (beTPusts 17587, P 23, 2T
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to the Irish govermment sald thet communications between the United
Irish and the Frengh republic were poor and that the organization did
not know where the expedition would landy thus, they :ere unable to
rally support in the invasion u'u.zo Nevertheless, Bdvard Fitsgibbon,
now Chancellor of Ireland, in a speech bsfore the Irish Parliament
seized upon this lack of revolutionary fervor as proof that his

4]
adninistration had endeared itself to the poopla.“l

Fitzgibbon's
opinion was not held by all Irishmen. Several Irish exiles stated that
had an effective landing been msde, the expedition would have had the
overvhelming support of the people in tho ax'ea. 22
Ireland moved rapidly toward mmfutimin ~the yanrs 1796 and
1797. As previously mentioned, a turning point in mfog_m__j_.gg_t_.hipking
had talsn place with the departure of Lord Fitawilliam fﬁ*lﬁ: Many
reformers, particularly those of the United Iriehmen, wers convinced
that revolution wvas the only alternative to a political system wvhich
refused to conceds aocial mfom.23 The United Irishmen had been
dissolved by goverrmesnt action in 179, but now they reorganised

themselves into a seerset organisation which included members of both

20&“@1’0. ﬂ. 9_’.&., Pe 17,
21

aegh of thu t Honorablo John, Earl of Ulare, lLord |
Chanoellor of Irel in House of Lords of Ire axﬂ_ff’
m:: 13%, » p.

22!&10- Byrme, Some Koten of an Irish Bxile of 1798 the
ters from the Memolrs of Mile w relating to Irel bIins
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moderate and republican prinoiplea.zh The Irish govermment countered

with the Insurrection Aet, which inrluded the death penalty for those
who took secret ocathe in such orgmiut!mw.as
A nev olement was introduced into the rapidly deteriorating
political situation in 17956 with the astivities of the so-called
"Orange* men, The Qrange fastlion was mainly composed of fanatiocal
anti-Catholics and was an apparent guccessor to the Peep-8i-Dgy
Boys among the lower slass Proisstants, The movement wvas made even
more farmidable by the faot that the govermment tacitly supported
it, hoping to keep the religious tmﬁont divided and vnn-ing against
sach othar., From the county of Armagh, %he W aomnnt spread
rapidly inte the Catholigc areas of Ireland. Thousands q_»,!;,ih_}iholle
families were driven fyrom theiv hemes by the Orange mn:gé %ﬁl;gﬂnﬁad
Iriatmon ¢laimed that the govorummnt never punished the Orange men for
crimes, bul prooceeded with great severity against the Defenders, the
Catholic ecounterpoise to the Grange movement, While it was probadly
true that the religious gonflict was largely to the advantage of the
Irish govermment, Thomas Addis Dxmet olaimed that the Orange system was
a great sdvantage to the United Irishmsn; who were able to swell their
ranks with Defenders who Jjoined forces with them to fight the Orange

2 p1q,
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faotions?! Though the Orange men Lmpaired the unity of Catholie and
Protestant, they hastened the union of fetholics and Unitsd Irishmen.
The beginnings of a military organization was formed by the United
Iristmen and organised in such a vay as to minimize the possibility of
detection, REfforts by the United Irish were made to -in over the
militia being rapidiy formed by ithe govermment but these attempts
bad little aneoaaa.28 AL the end of 1796, both the govermment and
the United Irish had made preparaticns for military eonflict,

In Hareh of 1797, General ialm, whc was in oharge of the
government militia and English troops, isgusd a proclamation demanding
the swrrender of all arms to the governmbnt sild information leading to
the arrest of those engaged in treasonable activi.tiea.zg The Hebeus
Corpus Act us suspemled by the governmen: and the nmﬁhiuallowcl
a free hand in deallng with the population. Undar Gemeral lLake, cases
of brutality and severe atrooities grew to such-un extent that even
loyal elements of the population were alicnated and became potential
rebelas, Englis! officlals on tha soene strongly protested against the
oruelly perpctuated by the govermment, Horever, Iitzxgibbon and Camden
0re complate masters of the situation and the nwedless atrocitles
gontinued with official aanct:l.un.m Suoh happenings set the mtage for
the tragic rebellion of 1798,

27“, OPe 2‘1‘&0) Pe 6‘
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In 1797, Wolfe Tone was attached an secretary to Ganeral Hoghe,
#ho traveled to Holland to discuss the possidbility of a second
expedition to Iroland, In the negotiations with the Dutch, Tone was asked
a faxilliar questioms

e « s« o A msmber of the camuittes, I bellieve
it was Van Leyden, then asked ue, supposing
everybhing suceeeded to cur wish, what was
the definite object of the Irish people,

To whigh we replied categorically, that it
was to throw off the yoke of Englend, break
for ever the gonnexion now existing with
that country, and censtitute ourselyes a
free and indepsndent people. . , «

On September 21, Tone recordsd in tiw-diasy the death’of Oeperal
Hoohe, a grsat blow to the hopes of Ireland for effective milil

N A e

atd. On October 11, 1797, a Datoh expedition bound for IFeTNRY. wis
defeated and captured by the Bnglish. Tone felt that the defeat was

an umetessary one, caused by such gross carelsssness as to be little
short of tr«aon.3 2 From verious sources Tome soon learned of the
srbitrary action being taimn by the govermment in Ireland, including the
mass arvests of leaders of the United Irish movemsnt, Hs felt that
some aid mast come to Ireland soon if it was to be of help %o his
oonrulu.J 3 June 30, 1798, Tone first received the news that

32one, op. cit., pe 179
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indicated the French were considering a third expedition to Irelands

Having detsrmimed to set off for Peris,
in corgequence of the late neug fLyam
Ireland, I got leave of abssnce for a
fortndght,; froa Gamsral Iilmaine,

My adjoinmt, Citimsn Favory, called on
ws the nsxt morming after my arrival,
%o inform me that the Minister of Var
had despatched an arder for me to ccme
to Paris in al)l haste. I wasted upon
him in consequence. He told me it was
the of Marine who had damanded
M) ¢ s o

The United Irish leadere, after failure of the sacond Fremch
expedition, decided they must attempt an uprising without Prench aid,
The dscision vas a desperate ons, but the aﬁt&j&” of the Irish
goverment had eo impatred the organfsation in 1797 that 1t felt ¢o
wait muoh longer -ould eliminate ail bope of an effeative @Eﬂg
taldng place, The govermmeent, Shrough its spy eystem, vas well o
informed of theee p lans, An insurrection wis plarmmd by the Unlted
Irigh but the governsment arrested lord Zdward Fitsgerald, the leader
of the plot, and the uprising did nct tgke pll‘.ojs
efforts by the govermment, rebellion did break cut in May of 1798,

Degpite those

Continued arrestz by the govermment deprived the rebvellion of its key
leaders, hovever, and az a result she rebels, xmostly peasants, wers
poarly armed and poorly 2.04.36 The povermnment casily succeeded in

%Mo, Pe 200e
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orushing the uprising in places such as Dudblin where trouble had been
expectad. !owever, in the county of Wexford, an area known for its
odbedience to the goverrment, the brutal activities of the govermment
militia practically forced the inhgbitants into rebellion to fight
for their lives. In this area Protestents and Catholies joined forves,
the Protestants wnder ccdmand of a man named Bagsnal Harvey, Catholie
foroes under the leadership of a prisat, Tather John lMurphy, Unfortunately
a good deal of religious killing by both zides hindered effective
co~operation, Muphy won several surprising victorles but vas finally
forced to rotreat to Vinsgar Hill where tg mmdcred. Marphy!s
surrender put an end to any organiesd resistance vithin Treland itoelf,3?

Mesn+hile, Tone had besn in Paris urgently mgotwgyzg;w the
Directory for a third expedition to Ireland. iiowever, Napoleon
Bonapartats influsnce <as now supremd in france ;ni.l he wished to send
only a small exmedition to Ireland, concentrating nost of his forces
for an attack on Egpt. Kapoloon <as able to win the Directory to
hio way of thinking,aa Some authorities consider Nepoleonts decision
on this matier to be one of his greatest mistakes. Had Trance responded
to Irish roquests as she did in 1796, the rosults might well have been
a smashing vigtery over the Mnoh.”

371”;9
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Tihree enall egpeditions were now sent to Ireland, The first

sxpedition under comsand of Generel awmbert avrived with less than
two thousand men in August of 1798 and suoceeded in routing an
Engligh farce of superior sise at Guthbu';m Eventually, Hhosdert
was forced to surremier to a superior feroe of twanty thousand men
ander Lord Cornallis. A gecond expedidon under Nepper Tardy
failod to acoomplish a lending, A third expedition cconststing of
eight amgll ehips with approximstely three thousand men aailed for
Ireland in October of 1798, asoampamied by Wolfe Tone. It vas
intercepted by an Rnglish Squadren of mpcriaw mmbors under Sir John
Sorlase and after a fisree battle, was roroadtomrxwﬂ-r At firet
Tone was not recognised, twhmm:mdmh‘uhwmmm
the general mannsr of a French officer. IHowever, he wa aubmucnuy
regognized and talen wuom.u'

In Novamber of 1798, Theobald Wolfe Tone was brought to trial,
Ho offered noc defemge and merely requested that be be gllowed to rsed
a statement before the court, He was not allowed to read all of his
statemsnt, oertain parts being considered "inflmestory."’ The
following statements waore read before the court!

Mr, President, and Contlemsn of the Court

Martial: I moan not to give yoa the Wroubls
of bringing judicial proof %o conviet me,

Wograon, ope cite, Volwss II, ppe AT1-4724
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lagally, of havinz noted in hostility to

the govermment ef his Dritamnio Majesty

in Ireland, I adnmit the fact. From »gy
earliest youth I hawe regarded the ocannaxion
between Ireland and Orvad Britain as the
ocmrse of the Irich nationy and felt convinced
that, »hilst it lasted, this country could
nsver be free nor happy. My mind has besn
confireed in this opinion by the experience
of evary sugceeding year, and the consiusions
I have dram fyom every faot befors my oyes,
In consequence, I determinsd to apply all the
pu-ar »hich wy *{ndividua) efforts could move,
in ardsr to separate the two countriesli3

At this point Tone was interrupted, but allowed %o proceed with a reduced
portion of his statements

As to the connmexdion between ﬂx;l. m
and Ureat Britain, I repeat it, all ihat
has been imputed to me, words, ur&tm:.
and actlons, I here deliberately avow,

1 bave spoksn and anted with reflsction,
and on principle, and am ready to meet tha
consequences, whatever be the sentemse of
this couwrt, I am prepared for i, Its
ssmbers vill surely discharge their &uty)-
I shall take care not to be wsanting to
n.‘!.m.

Tone made one other request to the dourt Gono@ning the method
of execution. He asitad that he be shot as a moldier and offered papers
to the court, proving that he had a omwxission in the rench msy.l‘g

h}‘?om, ope £ikey Do 216,
H‘Ibm., pe 218,
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H4s claim wvas deniad by the court, however, and ho @8 sentenced to be
hanged as a ‘t.z'mv.t'.ow.l‘6 John P, Cwrran, Tone's defense counsel, now
attempted to obtain a writ of habeus gorpus on 4the claim that the
military court which had tried Tone had no authority to do so0; since
hs wvas not a member of the inglish armed forces, The writ was
granted, but at that moment it wes learned that Tone had attempled
suicide in prison by inflicting a deep wound in his throst, He
subsequsntly died from Ms wound.d? For Thecbald Wolfe Tone, the
struggle #as over, but for many Irishmen the struggle to gain
independence from Bnglish eontrol had just bagun.

Tho nationalism of the French Rewolution stressed two main
1doals which wure adopted by Tons and his fellov patriote., ~The -
first 1deal stresssd the baslo equality of all men and the inherent
right cf the great mas: of pecpleo to rule the nation through a
govermmant reprasentative of their wishes. The Frenoh Revolution
rejected the tenst that the mole authority of the netion resided in
the monarch or in eny privileged olass. The Irish revolutiaparies
led by Tone &lso refused to acoept the Lelief that a ecormpt aristooracy

'fhmu Ja Bamn (od.), ‘ﬁ lete Collection of State Trials
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which monopolised all political po<er was representative of the Irigh
nation, 4s vas the caze {th the lead:rs of the rrench Revolution,

Tone belleved that a govermment iioh represented all the people wvag
the only way the naticn could be undted «ithin the legal boumiaries
of the state,

Ancther thema slrossed by the Ravolution .as the supremacy of
the nation over the v+ishas of the iadiwidual, The Mrench Revolution
proached the obligation of the individual te the state. The state,
however, vas to represent individual <ishes as much as possible, This
woant that the staic had to be independent from the Gontrol of other
states as well as special interest groups, ilone Transforred the
french belief of national independence to Ireland and dedicated his
1ife to the emanaipetion of his country from Snglish control. ieaving
the safety and seocurity of a comfortable exile, he undertook a perilous
nission to Franoe and on several missiong to Irelend attempted to bring
effective arvand aid to the people. In all his actions Tope +as a living
example of modern Iiish nationalism inkerited from the Fremch R-volution,
Theobalc Wolfe Tone has won a perasnent place in Irish history as the
founder of modern Irish nationeliam,

Theobald wolfe Tone ~+as a man who sincerely beliaved that Ireland's
destiny and future happinees lay in couplets separation from Englandi.
Unlike sorxry Grattan or Zdmund durke, who belisved that reform within
the inglo-irish framework would be sufficient, Tone sa+ with a groater
clarity that only indupendence would bring justice to Ireland, Time
has justified hia claimm, Oame Irishmen aocnsidered it thair doty
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to maintain a political system based on religious and social inequality;
aope Iristpeen considered it thalr duty to maintain the system of another
country over thelir om, To Wolfe Tone, Ireland camo firat; all other
loyalties were sogondary, FPerhaps no batter conclusion has been given
on Tone than that etated by P. Rrandon Sredley vhen he said cof Tons,
".iith him republicardam ~as a satisfying feith, and on the alter of his
beliefs he sacrificed +ith a sustained devotion hic energies, his
progpects, his friends, his family and finelly his life. In a word,
dolfe Tone was Ireland's supreme exponent and apostle of the republican
oreade o o o4 Thus lived and died Thephld Wolfe Tons, ope of
Irclandts greatest patriots. o

UBaradiey, op. clte, pe 20Le
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AFPENDIX A

Tone '8 pamphlet by "A Northern #ahig:®

It will be said that the Catholics are

igoorant and therefore incapable of liberty,

and I have heard mon of more imagination

than judgement make a flourishing deslamation

on the denger of blinding them by suddenly
pouring a flood of light wpon their eyes which
for a century have been buried in darkness. . . .
we plunge them by law and acontimue them by
statute in gross ignorance, and then we

nake the capacity we have oreated an

argument for their exslusion from the

common rights of man! We pkﬁ"ﬁ&r orim

in justification of itself, If {iht
be their condemnation, what has made them
ignorant? HNot the hand of natwre, for I
presume they are born with capacities pnttx
mach like othsr men, It is the iniquitous
and orusl injustice of Protestant bigotry
which has made them ignorants they are ex-~
cluded by law from the possibility of
education; for I will not sall the lfderal
connivance of the heads of owr university,
who suffer, perheps by a strain on their
strict duty, a few to smuggle a 1little of
that lsarning which is gontraband to an
IMsh papist -~ I ¥ill not, I say, allow
that to be such an education as every
Irisiman has ‘rwmdm. ¢ o o It
Irish Catholics be bigota %o their religion,
if that bigotry which makes them dangercus
results from ignoranse, surely it is the
duty of the conscientious legislature to
labour by every means to remov®e the CGause,
and the effect will of itself cease. But
it is not the policy of their oppressors

to part with an argument of which they

make 8o excellent use, I have hitherto
considered the case of the Catholics in
view of expediency as with reference to the
Protestants. I have done so because I

a9




confess I was afraid of the lengths to
which reason would inevitably lead me if

I were to take it up as a Question of mers
right and with reference to the feelings

of the Catholics themgelves, They hawe
remained now for abowe a century in slavery;
they may have lost the wish for freedom; and,
at any rate, I am not very sure that the man
is their friend who points out to them their
misery and degredation at a time when it is
not physically certain that their complete
emancipation shall not immediately follow,
Perhaps even this feeble attempt on their
behalf may prejudioce the cause vhigh it is
meant to defend, What angwer could we make
to the Catholics of Ireland if they were to
rise and with ons voice demand their rights
as citizens and as men? what reply
Justifiable to God and to our conscience?
Hone, We prate and babble &d write books
and publish them filled with sentiménts
of freedom and abhorrence of tyrarny and
lofty praises of ®the rights of man®!

Yot we are content to hold three millions

of ocur fellow-creatures and fellow~subjeots
in degredation and infamy and contempt. . .
On what chapter of The Hights of Man do we
ground our title to liberty in the moment
that we are riveting the fetters of the -
wretched Roman Catholics of Ireland? Shall
they not say to ws . . « Hath a Catholie the
mark of the beast on his forehead that he
should wander over his native soil like

the accursed Cain against every man and
every man's hend against him? God

Almighty, in his juat anger, visits the sins
of the fathers upon the children, not beyond
the third or fourth generation even of those
that hate him; and will nothing short of our
eternal slavery satisfy the unmitagable range
of Protestant oppression? How have we
offended? The offense of our ancestors
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was their property and their power; we
have naither; they are long since
sacr ficed and you are in undisputed
posgession of the spoil. Do not then
grudge us existence, or that tor which
man ean alone exist == liberty!l

prank Macdermot, Theo ald Wolfe Tone, A Bibliog phical Study
{Londons Mecmillan and Company Limited, 193%), pp.




APPENDIX B

Tone'e memorandum to Jacksons

The situation of Bngland and Ireland

are fundamentally different in this:

The Govermment of Bngland is nationalj
that of Ireland provincial. The interest
of the first is the same with that of the
people, Of the last directly opposite,
The people of Ireland are divided into
three sects, <he estadblished Churoh,

the Dissenters andi the Catholics, The
first, infinitsly the =mallest portion,
have engrossed, besides the wshole
Catholic patronage, all the profits and
hongurs of that country, and a veory great™
share of the landed property. They are,
of course, all aristocrats, adverse to
anyy change, end decidedly enemios of

the French Revolution. The Dissenters,
vho are much more mummrous, are the most
enlightened body of the nation, They ere
devoted to liberty, and, through all its
changes, enthusiastically attachsd to thé
French Rewolution, The Catholios, the groat
body of the nmation, are in the lowest
degree of ignorance and want; roady for
any changa bscause no change can maks then
woree; they have, within these last two
Yyears, received a great degree of
information, and manifested a proportional
degree of discontent by wvarious inswrrections
(they are known by the nare of Defenders).
There is nouhere a greater spirit of aristooracy
than in all the privileged orders <= the
olergy and the gentry of Ireland, down to
the very lowest; to countervail which,
there seems to be a spirit rising emongsd
the people which never appeared before,
but which is spreading most rapidly, as
will appear by the Defenderas end other
insurgents, If the peop:le of Irelamd

be 4,500,000, as seems probable, the
establishsd Church may bs reckoned at
450,000, the Dissenters at 900,000, the
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Catholics at 3,150,000« In Ireland, a
conquered and oppressed and insulted
country, the name of Bngland and her
power 1s universally odius, save with
those who have an interest in maintaining
it such 23 the Govermment and its
connexions, the Church and its
dependencies, the great landed property,
eto; but the poser of these peopls,
being founded on property, the first
convuleion would level it with the dust,
On the contrary, the great bulk of the
people would probably throw off the yoks,
if they saw any force in the country
sufficiently strong to resort to for
céefence. It ssems idle to suppose that
the prejudices of England against France
spring merely from the republicanism
of the French; the Catholics, from hatmd
of the English name. In a word Eme -
prejudices of one country are direotl.y
favourable and those of the other dimctly
adverse, to an invasion. The Goverrment
of Ireland 1s to be looked wpon as a
Government of force; the moment a
superior force appears it would tumble
at once as being neither founded in the
interests nor in the affections of the
people, . . . In a word, from reason,
reflecticn, interest prejudice, the
spirit of change, and, above all, the
hatred of the Bnglish name resulting
from a Yyranny of nearly seven centurles,
there soemas little doubt that an invasion
in suffioient foroe would be supported.
Arms amnnitiog and money -~ all ere
:i‘mtiﬂg. e o o

2Prank Macdermot, Theobald Holfe Tome, A Bibliographical Study
(London: Macmillan and Company, 1939), PPs 137-’1-5—5
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