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PREFACE

The information presented in the following report is
intended to help the reader understand the author's transcription

of Hector Berlioz'! Minuet of "Will-0-The-Wisps," It contains a

brief description of the Mimuet, and some examples of the difficulties

encountered in the transcription.
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CHAPTER 1
HECTOR BERLIOZ

Louls Hector Berlioz was born in GSte-Saint-Andr%, France, on

December 11, 1803. He died in Paris on March 3, 1869, at the ags of
gixty-five. Hany of the characteristics of the ninetecnth century
corposers were found in Berlioz'! life as well as in his music. Turbu-
lence, individuality, extravagance of emotion, eccentricities, specta-
cular display of ego, conflicts and misfortunes appeared.

Dr, Louls Joseph Berlioz was a small-town physician who had little
sympathy with his son's desire for a musical career. He directed his
gson in his studies, but the boy drifted naturally to music. Berlioz!
firast vivid experience came at the time of his first communion as
the choir was singing eucharistic hymns. Not long after his first
communion he discovered a way to produce smsical sound on an old
flageolet he had found in his home. Soon after, he hegan taking
plano and guitar lessons from local teachers and studied harmony and
counterpoint from textbooks at night.

The senior Berlioz was adamant in his determination to have
aeetor becoe a physiclan, He sent his son to Paris in October of
1521 to study medicine. Hector did not abandon music. He took
advantage of the great musical performmances in Paris. He attended
the Paris opera and some time later attended a performance of a

Beethoven symphony. This marked the beginning of a whole new life

for him. Once he fled from the school hut he returned and finighed
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his studies. Berlios knew, before he had been at the school of
medicine very long, that this profession was not for him. He did
corplete his work, however, and in 1824 he received a Bachelor of
Science degree, although he never practised medicine.

During his last year in school, Berlioz worked under his firet
magter, Jean Francois lLesueur, an ambitious, imitative, disorderly
composer” told Hector that he would nover be a muccessful doctor or
druggist but that he could be & great musiocian because he was a |
geniug, Borliog d1d not receive the same encouragement from all
sources. A mass written for the 5t. Roch church and performed in
1823 was a fallure, As a result, his application for sdmission to
the Conservatory was denied.

Hector went howe in 1825 and %old his father that he was finished
with wedicine forever and intended to devote his life to music. His
father agreed to continue his allowance if he could prove, withina
reagonable time, that he had some musical ability. Upon returning to
Paris, Berlios managed to be accepled by the Paris Comservatory. While
studying there, he met his second teacher, Anton Reiche, an authorita-
tive man of great talent and ability, who 1s considered an initiator
of the modern musical M@mga.‘?

On July 10, 1825, Berlioz arranged a sscond performance of his

Mags, which he financed with vorrowed funds. The work got a much

1
(sﬁl Eﬁ : Kew Ymr‘k% 3‘5.

’motd.




better reception, but it left him with a staggering debt. The pressure
of paying this debt made Berlios' father even more impatient with his
musical activities. To add to his impatience, he leamed that his son
had applied for the Prix de Rowe twice but he had been refused both
times,

In the fall of 1827, an English Shakespearsan company came to
Paris for a series of performences at the Theatre de L'odean. It
was at this time that Berlioz became involved in his firet love affair.
An attractive artist nomed Henrietta Suithson was playing the role of
Ophelis in Hamlet., Berliosz wrote love letters to her and tried in
othor ways to attract her attention. BHe arrenged a special concert
in an effort to lmpress Henrietta with his gifts.

Degpite what proved to bhe an unhappy love affalr, he found time
o corpose his first two isportant works., The first of these was Op, I,
a cantate based on eight scenes from Faust., With the ink berely dry
on the manuscript (later this work became the core of his The Demmation

of Faust) Berlioz met Camille Moke at the Inatitute where she taught.>
By April of 1830, Camille had won Berlios' affections from Henrietta
(who had inspired his second iwmportant work), and they became engaged.
This work was the Symphonie Fantastique, and it was introduced in
Paris on December L, 1833,

Berlios won the Prix de Rome with the cantata W. When

3

Jacques Barmun, Berlios and the Romantic Oentury (New York:
5t. Hartin's Presa, 1959}, Voi. 1, p. "




it was introduced in October, 1830, the cantata was so poorly per-
formed that, in a violent fit of anger, Berlioz threw his score at
the misicians., He soon left to enter the Villa Medici in Rome,
where he was to spend the three years prescribed by the Prix de Rome.
He was unhappy and uncomfortable under the rigid rules set for the
young musicians. He disliked Italy and Italian food and he was in-
tolerant of Italian music. Rumors about his fiance, Camille Moke,
added to his dissatisfaction with Italy. Berlios started back to
Paris, deternined to murder Camille and her lover. He disgulsed
himpelf as a lady's maid, but lost both his disguise and his anger
in Genoca and returned to the Villa Mediei.

Berlioz returned to Paris in 1832. He learned that
Henrietta Swmithson was also in the city and decided to perform his
Sysphonie Fantastique again. He felt that this time it would

attract her attention. It did, and Henrietta's sympathy for Berlioz
may have been caused by the profound effect of the symphony. Perhaps

her waning popularity as an actress, which resulted in serious finan-

cial difficulties, made Henrietta wmore responsive to Hector's romantic

interests. He marvied Henrietta on October 3, 1833 at the British
Embassy.

Henrietta and Hactor, were not happy. They were each too tem=-
peruental and hot-headed t¢ live together in harmony. They aleo had




serious financial difficulties which added to their discontent.
Berlioz met and becams interested in another woman, Marie Recio,
and he and Henrletta separated. However, he never forgot

Henrietta completely. Henrietta died on March 3, 1853. He married
Marie a year later, but this marriage was little different from the
first marriage. Bills and temperament caused friction.

The Symphonie Fantastigue, which had done 80 much to bring

Henrietta and Hector together, also brought him an important bene-
factor who helped him improve his financial cendition. MNiceolo
Paganini, the greatest violin virtuoso of his day, had heard the
gymphony and, as a result, commissioned Berlioz to compose a work
for him. The work which Berlioz wrote was quite different than
Paganini had expected. It was no virtuoso music but a symphony

with Viola obbligato of deep muaical poetic intent: Harold in Italy.

Paganini lost all interest in the work because it was not what he
expected, but Berlios pe:formed the work without the financial
assistance of Paganini. In 1838, Paganinli heard a performance of
Harold in Italy after which he sent a gift of twenty thousand

francs to Berlios, commenting that he could see in Berlioz! works
the road to a rebirth of Beethoven.

In 1842, Berlios conducted several of his works in Bruseels.
From 1842 to 1846 he made many tours which took him to Gerwany,




Austria, Sngland, and Russia. In L8L6, seventeon years after he
had written his first manuecript, he copleted The Damnation of
Yaust. This work was firat performed at the Opera Comique, in
Paris, on December 6, L846. It was poorly attended and poorly
received,
Auwong Berlioz' works are the overtures Waverley, (1628)

iz8 Frenc=Jupes, (1820) King Lear, The Corsair, Bob Roy, (1838)
The Roman Carnival, (1838) The Fantastic Sywphony, (1829) The

symphony with viola obbligato titled Harold in Italy (1E3L) and
the dresatic sysphony Rowso and Jullet, (1639) The Requiem

and Te Dewat The chamuing oratoric The Childhood of Christj and
the operas Benevenuto Cellini, (1838) Beatrice and Bemediot, (1865)
and (in two sections) The Trojans, (1863) ‘h His famous book,
Treatise on Instrumentation was written in 18Lk.

The last years of Berlioz' life were unhappy. He was frustrated
becanse he know that his best productive years ware over. The failure
¢of hiz second marriage, his health, and the fact that his only son had
dled in Cuba of yellow fever, all contributed to his depression. He
died on HMarch &, 1869, His requiem was the funersl march from his
own Sysphonie Funebra, His pallbearers included Charles Gounod,
Rabiroise Thomas and other famous French msicians.




CHAPTER II
MINUET OF "WILL-O-THE-WISPS"

Berlioz was an interesting and great composer. However,
his ability to score for an orchestra was the greatest of all his
giftas. His music is extravagant, but this extravagance includes an
unerring instinct in his use of common instruments for tone color.
He accomplishes delicate tone color when he uses one instrument, as
well as when he combines them, Apparently he was able to "think
orchestrally" when he composed, besause hig original design shows
his ability to score producing unique tone colors, The themes in
the "Dance of the Spirits® and the "Dance of the Sylphs® in

The Damnation of Faust cannot be considered merely "tunes" in the

generic sense. The unrivalled clarity of Berlios' sound-mass is

the result of his instinctive sense of what each member of the
orchestral family can do best. Many problems that arise are solved
in an unconventional way and Berlioz pays little attention to tradi-
tion. His composition has the precise timbre he imagined, displaying
the certainty of a master of the orchestra. If one were to study
his scores superficially, he would consider them sparse because

pany instruments remain silent during the course of much of the
work. However, his uerk» does not have an empty sound. Each note

on the score is where it will "tell" the very best and none blurs
another.

The period of Berlios' activity as a composer, roughly 1825-1862,




is the period in which woodwind instruments gained their perfected
key-mochanism and the horns and trumpets received a workable
valve-system. The tuba and cornets were introduced into the
orchestra during this time. Berlioz was not able to take full
advantage of the advances made in the efficlency of the instruments
during his lifetime. His scores show that he uses the innovations
but is 8till juggling the open and stopped notes of the natural
horn and using & pair of valve cornets in addition to two to four
natural trumpets. One of the reasons Berlioz could not use the
new instruments in his works was the players inability to play
 valved instruments and their refusal to learn.

Berlios recognigzed large groups of cohesive tone color almost
inatinctively, but he was a genius at recognising the tone color
of smaller groups--each blending perfectly and with a distinctive
sound. As melodists, ;11 his string parts share an egual responsi-
billty and enjoy equal importance. FRach string part has its own
tone color, individuality and character, and when desirable, its
own flunction. Berlios' string wusic is composed of changing and
vivid tints,

» » « the dtfféxant textures, bow or finger
tremolo, scales or arpeggio figuration, a

variety of high and low pitch with legato or
detached bowing or single notes, or double-

stopping, combine with the varying colors of
piasicato con sordino to serve as colours or




textures, separately or in combination to
produce all the dynamic changes which
identify Berlios! string misic.>

Berlios'! technique with woodwinds is individual and he uses
then in such a way that they are recognisable as melodic and
decorative scloists, or as accompanists. However, when Berlios
scores for the woodwinds, thelr individuality, ability to blend,
and/or penetrate is anever lost.

In spite of the fact that Berlioz was unadble to use the ime
proved instruments to full advantage, he recognimed that the valve
and keye-nschanisms were going to be incorporated in the works of
the future, He worked closely with Adolphe Sax before mid-century.
For inastance, Sax would demonstrate a new instrument to Berlioz and
Berlioz would then aompose a piece incorporating that instrument.

Ay weans of an ingeniocus arrangement of crooking and the use
of open notes of the horns and trwmpets, Berlioz managed to produce
a thoroughly sonorous, full voiced brass harwony. He used this
harmsonicus brmss sound both independeftly, and in conjunction with
the rest of the orchestra., Berlics'! brass parts, in his orchestra-
tions, moved independently on their own course. Their status is
equal to that of the other main groups of the orchestra, and their
functions are wore varied and osgential 1o the musical structure
than they are in the works of any of his contesporaries.

Spdan Carse, The History of Crch
1 Carse, : sstration (New York: Dover
Publications, 19&7757?% '




CHAPTER II1
INSTRUMENTATION
The band instrumentation used in this transeription lss

Flute B flat Baritone Saxophone

¢ Piccolo, I, II B flat Cormnet, I, IX, IXX
Oboes, I, II B flat Trumpet, I, IX

B flat Clarinet, I, II, IIX P Prench Horn, I, 1I, III, IV
B flat Bass Clarinet Baritone :
Bassoon, I, II Trombone, I, II, IIX

E flat Alto Saxophone, I, II Basaos

B flat Tenor Saxophone Timpani

Percussion

The orchestra instrumentation for the Minuet is:

Flauto » Timpani in D-A
Piceolo, I, IX Tispani II in E-B
¢ Cbot Triangolo

2 Clarinets in B Cimbali
Clarinetto Basso in B Violino I

2 Fagotti Violino II

Cormi, I, IXI in F, 11X, IV in D Viola

2 Tromba in D Violoncello

2 Cornetti a piston in A Contrabasso

3 Tromboni

The concert band 1s a corplex errangement of musical instruments.
Its sound depends on timbre, range and abilities of the performing
misicians. All of these factors must be given consideration when
compoeing, transcribing, or arranging music for the concert band.

The various sections of the band are usually arranged with
the best players on the first parts and the less able musicians on
the second and third pw. This practice restricts the arranger
in his scoring for non-professional concert bands. All members of
the band should be challenged te reach new heights in their abilities
of technique and interpretation.
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The instrumentation of a non-professionmal concert band may not
always be complete. Cue paris are written for the wissing instruments.
For example, in the Himuei, the author uses two bassoons in his
transcription. In the score, the second basaoon is cued in the barie-
tone part. The author tried to be consistent with the style of
instrunentation Berlios used. He used one flute, two piccolos, and
two oboses, ﬁhich leaves the sound predominantly high, while using
horng and lower string instruments for the lower resonant sonorous

sounds.

The arranger discoversd passages for string instruments that
are difficult to execute on wind instruments. These passages were
re~wWritten for two or more instruments keeping in mind the composer's
original purpose,

The problems in scoring this transeription weret

(1) The author changed the key from the key of

D to the key of D flat. This was necessary
because the key of D is diffiocult to execute.

(2) The horns were written in F and D in the

original compesition and they had to be
transposed %o the F horn of the modsrn band.

(3) The cornets were written in A and the trumpets
in D. These had to be transposed for the
cornet in B flat and the trumpet in B flat
of the modern band.

The following passages illustrate examples of this type of

p roblen *
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The problems of performing this work?

(1) In the vein of this work the performing

(5)

group must be of the highest caliber,
with an outetanding flute, pleccolo,
oboe section, and a very agile saxo-
phone gection,

Keep the percussion and accompaniment
instrusents playing softly and with a
definite pulsation.

The dynanics must be carefully cbserved.
The solo instruments must be predominant.

The tempo markings in this transcription
are marked exactly as in the original com~
position, but the intent of the compoger
can be obtained at a slower pace.

The conductor and performing group must be
alert for time changes from measure 160 to
the end.




CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION

This transeription was arranged primarily for ths high school
or college band which has an outstanding woodwind section. One
provler in the transcription was the proper veloing of the instru-
monts to obtain a suitable concert band sound and atill remain
consistent with Berlioz'! intention.

Although the repertoire of band music i& now quite adequate,
transcribing the works of great masters does fulfill a purpose. It
gives many band students an opportunity to becoms scqualnted with
the works of great composers and it challenges the student to
improve his knowledge of these works through rehearsal and performe
anes,

The major benefits that the suthor received from writing such
2 transeription wes a more dotailed kmowledge ¢f the couposer's
mugic and orchestration. 70 write such a transeription one must
bho faniliar with the range, versatility, and tomal quality of

esch instrument, individually and in combimtion with others.
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