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CHAPTER I

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this study 18 to describe and svaluate
the characteristic¢s and movement of students in subject-.
matter abllity groups for three years in a senior high
school, The sublests English and Social Sclence are used.
The characteristics and movement ere descridbed and evaluated
acoording to studente who remained in placement in each
ability groun and studente who deviated from each abllity
group.

The sampling was selected from the 12th grade class
of the school year of 1965-1966, at Springfield Kigh School,
Springfield, Illinois., Each student in the population for
the study was selected on the conditions that he or she must
have:

{2) attended Springrield High School for three years.

(b) attended one of three junior high schools for
three years,

(c) attended & Springfleld elementary school for the
second semester of the 6th grade,

(d) had recorded results on a 6th grade mental
abllities and achievement test,

(e) had recorded results on a 9th grade aptitude test,

(f) had recorded results on an llth grade aptitude test,



Springfield High Scheol is located in Sangamon County
in the west-central section of Illinois., Thie school 18 one
of the three public high sohools in the Springfield School
District. The total enrollment of students of 2,285 as of
May, 1966, 1s approximately one-half of the students attending
public hizh schools in the Springfield District.

The Springfileld School Distriet has five junior high
schools., These junior high sghools consist of the ?7th, 8th,
and 9th grades, Springfield High is fed by Franklin, Grant,
and Jefferson Junior High Schools., The gtudents who attend
Franklin agd Grant must attend Springrield High Scheol for
the 10th, 1ith, and l12th grades of public schooling.
Jefferson Junior High &8 populated by students living in
areas where they either must attend Springfield High School,
mugt attend another Public High School, or live in an area

where they may select one of the two.

Sourcesz of Data

The library of Eastern Illlinois University and the
State Lidbrary of Illinols were used to obtain and survey
related itaterial for this study. The Administrative Center
of the Springfield School System was used to obtaln informestion
on the teste used as selectors. Personal interviews were
held with the Springfield High School sounselors to clarify
placenent procedureg and detailed information. The school

records alse were used to gather information.



Treatment of Data

Information gathered on the students included nane,
sex, date of blrth, English and Social Soclence course code
numbers, and grades., Test seleotorg used were:

(a) Otls Quick-Scoring NMental Abillity Test
(Administered at the 6th grade level)

(b) Stonford Achlevement Test
(Administered at the 6th grade level)

(e) Verbal Reasoning section of the Differential
Aptitude Tests (Administered at the 9th grade
level)

(d) Verbal Reasoning section of the Differential
Aptitude Tes8t used by the University of
Illinois as a section of the Illinois Statewide
¥igh School Teeting Program (Administered at
the 1llth grade level)

Fach test was administered at approximately the same time to

the population.

Method
The descriptive method will be used to present the
research material and findings of this study. The scores
and percentile ranks used in this study will be desoribed

according to the medlian and range of each distribution.

Definitions
The following terms used in this study are entered &t

this point for oclarificetions

(a) English - all sourses on school record labeling
a ocouree as "English.*

(b) Soclal Sclence ~ courses on the school records
whioh were grouped and labeled
" Ameriocan Bistory®, *World
History®, and "Ameriocan
Governuent, ¥



(¢) Abllity - students vosessing the necessary
qualifications to perform,

{d) Subject-matter grouping -~ students grouped according
to abllity in a subject
area,

{e) 4&hH111ty grouping - students grouped according
to abllity.

{f) ¥ovenent - students re-sc eduled into a different
subject-matter group.

(¢) Placement - the first subject-matter group into
which a student 1s scheduled,

(h) I.Q. {Intelligence Quotient) - a measure of mental
abilityo

(1) Crade-equivalent - median sub-teat score on the
. stanford Achievement Test.!

(5) Verbal ZReasoning - "is a measure to understand
concepts framed in words®" and
Ymeasures those functions which
are agsocliated with general
intelligence, %2

(x) Letter grade . teacherts estimate of a studentts
accomplishment in a partioular
class (Amexcellent, B=good,
C=saverage, =poor, and Z=falling).

Delimlitations

It is recognized by thls writer that certaln character-
1stics exist that are not always true indicators, Test scores
end grades sometimes do not show true capabllities or

psychological and environmental factors. The range and the

loruman L. Kelley et &l,, Stanford Achievement Test,
Directions for Adminlster!ng fNew Yorks Harcourt, Brace
oric, NCay vy Do »

2ceorge K., Bennett, Harold G. Seashore, and lexander
G. Yesman, Differential Aptitude Tests (New York: The
Psycholecicael Corporation, y DPs 5-6.



median score or percentlle ranking may be deceptive when
working with 2 small distribution. MNovement nay occur for
administrstive reasons, pupll-teacher conflict, or course

conflict,

Significancs of the Problem

Abllity grouping is becoming more appealing to the
public schocls of today, Although its titles and method
of operation are many, it 1s hoped that thie study will be
of help to educators and leymen in the evaluatlon of ablility

groupine,



CHAPTZR II
RELATED RESTARCH ON ABILITY GROUPING

2bility grouping is rapldly drifting acsrosas our
eduoationgl systems. The National Education Assooietion
reported in 1960 that "fewer and fewer schools are now
operating so rigidly that no speciel arrangements are pro-
vided for anyone, Nonetheless, there are some schools where
the so-called educational loockstep 1g still the ordetr of the
day."3

Tnere exzists valid research that ascertalns ability
grouping does what 1t is supposed to do., There is also wvalid
regearch that ascertainsg ability grouping does not do what
it is suppoeed to do. Auld& compared achlevement of a group
of fifty-eight 6th graders who had been grouped in categories
of "hich", "average", and "low" with a contrel group of
another simllar school. When they were measured on the

¥etropnlitan 4chievement Test at the end of the 6th grade,

suld enuld find no statistically significant difference

Jrational HZducation Assceimtion and the National
Assoelation of Secondary-School Principals, Adm%nlatzgtlon

Procedures and ool Practlces for the Academically Talented
giiﬁenf Iﬂasﬁinggon, De Coy HEA, 1060), Ps B3s

b30 Taylor Auld, "The Grouped and Ungrouped",
Educational Repert IV (University of South Carolina, 1961),
DDy Lw=<a




between the two groups. E&he also reported that the low
abllity students in the ungrouped 6th grade showed a
significantly higher achievement than the low group in the
other =chool,

In Barton®s” study comparing 9th grade nglish classes,
groupedl end ungrouped, no differences were found in their
achlievements, In a study of e¢ollege students, Abramson6
found no sicnificant differences between college level
sophomcre students who had attended high schools with no
grouping, who were grouped in one or two major subjlects, or
who were admitted in high schools for the glfted only.

T™e vroponents of abllity grouping vresent research
findinzs that are equally impressive. The California State
Department of Zducation’ found that studente grouped in seven-
teen different types of programs showed greater average gains
than these An the control groups., Terman and Oden8 felt that

it was sbsurd for gifted students to be in a heterogenous group.

SDepn P. Barton, Ed D, Dissertation Abstracts, Vol. XXV,
No. 1, (Ann Arbor, Mich.: Unlversity Hicrofiims, July, 196%),
(Order #64-9939), p. 1731.

65. A. Abramon, *The Effectiveness of Grouping for

Students of High Ability," Educational Research Bulletin,
XXXVIII, {1959), pp. 169-82.

70elifornia State Department of Zducation, *"Educational
Programs for Gifted Pupils," A Report to the California
isleture, (Sacramentot Cellfornia State Department of
%ﬁuoﬁE13?§-1961).

5Louis ¥, Terman and kelita A, Oden, "Major Issues in
the Educetion of Gifted Children," Journal of Teacher Education,
Vol. 4-5. (1953‘5“)) PDe. 230-232,




CHAPTZR III
THZ CHARACTERISTICS AND MOVEMENT OF STUDENTS
e Wﬂ

.

In this study of abllity groupling, it was found that
Springfield Bigh School has five different ablility groups in
English for the 10th and 11th grades. Another group 1s added
in the 12th grade making a total of 8ix different ability
groups for the 12th grade.,

The group numdbers and nsmes used at Springfield High

8chool are:

(a) Remedial {group I)
(b) Low (group II)
(c) Average (group III)
(d) Above average-to-high (group 1IV)
(e) High (group V)
(f) Accelerated College Placement (group VI)

The students who enter Springfield High School for the
10th grade are required to take ™nmglish, The 9th grade
subject-matter Junior high Fnglish teachers are besically
responsible for the estimate of the studentts ablilities and
his initisl placement in English for the 10th grade,

The charaoteristios and movement of each group are
described in this chapter. The names and group numbers will
be the same as thosge used at Springfield High School. Group
VI (Accelerated College Placement) will not be described as
a group in its entirety, but as movement from one of the

other groups.



The totel population for evaluation in English is 317.
Of this number, 176 are girls and 14l are boys. Table 1
gives & surmmation of total placement and movement in lknglieh

by grace level and semester.

Remedial Grouv (Group I)

Upon entry into Springfield High School, fifteen boys
end girls were placed in the remedial group (group I) at
the start of the first gemester of the 10th grade. The fifteen
students were from a sampling of 317. Ten of those placed
were boys from a number of 141, and five were girls from a
number of 1?76. HKovement from the remedial to the low group
(group II) by all students was complete by the beginning of
the first semester of the llth grade. For both semesters in
the 12th grede, two students had been placed in an average
group (group IIX),

he median 1.Q, for the thirteen students placed in
the remecdial group, who did not progress beyond the low
group in their movement, was 10&, The median for the boys
was aleo 104 and for the girls it was 100, The range for
boye and girls was B4 to 119, The median score for the 6th
grade grade-equivalent scores for the thirteen was 5.8,
The medlan score was 5,9 for boys and 4.8 for girls. The
range for boys and girls was 3.9 to 8,4, The median of the
percentile ranks on the Verbal Reasoning test at the 9th
grade level for the thirteen who were placed in the remedial
group, and who d4id not move beyond the low group was 19,

The median for boys was a percentile renk of 45 and a



TABLS 1l,~--Sumnpetion of total placement and movement 1in
inglish by grade level and semester.

10th | 11th 12th Notations
Placement, & 1st|2nd | 1st | 2nd | 1et | 2nd
Movenent Sem| Sem Sem | Sem | Sem | Sen
Remedial Group (Group I)
No. pleced 15| 11
to gp. 1II L 15| 15| 10 9
to gp. Il 2 2
Not scheoduled 3 L
Low Group (Group II)
No. placed 57| S2 Ls| 4s] 29| 30 1 student in
to gp. I 1 ungrouped
to gp. III n 11| 12| 13| 15 section, 12th
Not scheduled 15 11 2nd Sem,
Avernge Group (Group III)
No. placsd 108] 88 skl 81| 71 68 1 student
to gp. II 6 10| 10| 12 8 repeating
to gp. IV 14 13| 17 11| 12 12th, 2nd
Not echeduled 14 19 Semn,
Above Average~to-High (Group IV)
No. placed 100§ 89 67 66 56| 56
to gp. TII 5 8 gl 1| 13
to gp. ¥ 10 24| 24| 22| 22
to gp. VI L L
Not saehzduled 1 2 L 5
High Grouv (Group V)
No. pleced BJ 33| 29| 30| 28] 25 1 student to
to gp. IV 2 5 5 B ? ungrouped
to gp. VI 2 2 geotion, 1l2th
to gp. III 2 2 2 2 1l 2nd Semn.,
Not Ssheduled 1l | 1l 1l

10
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percentile rank of 10 for the girls, The range of the
psrcentile ranks was from 05 to 85, The medien of the
percentlle ranke on the Verbal Reasoning test at the 1lth
grade level was a percentile rank of 19, The median per-
centlle rani for the boys was 33 and for the girlsz 10.5.
The range of the percentile ranks was 02 to 59,

Refore movement into the low group, the boys recelved
three "C*3” end thirteen ¥D's." The girls receilved two
®Cts" and four "D's." After movement into the low group,
the boys recelved six *(Cts," seventeen "D's," and three "7's."
The gixrls gfter movement reoceived elght “Cts" and five "D's.t

Tuwe =students, 8 boy and a girl, who were moved fronm
the low groun as thelr final movenment into the average group,
had measured I1,Q., scores that were the lowest of the entire
placement. One 6th grade grade-equivalent score was the
lowest of the entire placement while the other was below
the medien, ¢Cn the Gth and llth grade Verbal Reasoning
tests, they received percentile rankings that were within
the percentile range rankings, except for one rank that was
the lowest of the entire placement,

There were no criteria for movement from the remedial
group to the low group, although movement was complete, The
madorlity of grades recelved in the remedlal group were “Dts,”
and thils characteristlio remained true after movement into
the low zroup, Hovement by the two students, who were moved
to the low group and then lnto the average grounp, was

agcompenied by grades epproxlircetely the same as those who
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moved and remained in the low group. But they moved with
soores8 and percentile ranks whioch would place them in the

lowex half of the original placement of the remedial group.

Low Group {Group II)

Twenty~eight boys and twenty-~nine girls were scheduled
into the low group (group II) for the first semester of the
10th grade. Thirty-seven of those placed stayed in the low
group as long as they were enrolled in fnglish courses,
Sixteen were moved into an average group (group III) and four
had movement different from those listed. =ach of the
different variatione will be treated separately.

Twenty boys aﬁd seventeen girls were placed in the low
group (group II) and remained there. The median I.3. for the
boys and irls was 98, The boys'! medlan I,Q. was 100.5 and
the girls* was 95, The range for the boys and glrls was
from a messured I.Q. of 89 to 2 measured I.{. of 115. The
medlan 4th grade grade-egquivalent score for the boye was
5.95, and a median score of 5.5 was found for the girls.

The total median for both was 5,8. The range of the grade~
equivalent scores for boys and girls was a score of 4.0

to a score of 10.3. The nedian percentlle rank on the 9th
grade Verbel 3sasoning test for the boys was 47,5. The girls
had a median percentile rank of 20, The percentile rank
medlian of both boys and girls on the Sth grade Verbal
Reasoning was 40, The lowest percentile rank for both boys
and girls was 10, and the highest was 90. The median

perecentile rank for boys and girls on the 1llth grade Verbal
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Reasoning was 37, The medilan percsntile rank for the boys
was 37. The medlan percentile rank for the girls was 25.
The range of the percentile ranks was from 03 to 92 on the
11lth grade Verbal Reasoning.

The nunber of letter grades received by the boys for
five semesters of work was twenty-six *C¢sg," fifty-eight
"D¢s,” and fifteen "E's.," The girls received four "B's,"
thirty-eight "Ctg," thirty-seven "D's,* and six "E'sg,."

S8ixteen =ztudents were moved from the low group into
an average group and remained there. This movement oacurred
during the_ second semester of the 10th grade or during or
for the 1llth or 12th grade, Pive of the students were boys
and eleven were girls, The median I.Q, for boys and glrls
was 104.5. The median 1.Q. for the boys was 109 and for the
glrls it wes 103, The measured 1.Q.'s ranged between 97
and 120. The mnedian 6th grede grade-equivalent scores of
boys and girle was 7.1, The boys' median score was 6,8,
and a medlan score of 7.1 was found for the girls. The
range of the scores was from 5.0 to 9.5. The median 9th
grade Verbal 3easoning test percentile ranks for both girls
and boys was 52.5. The median percentile rank was 70 for
boys and 50 for girls. The low percentile rank for boys
and girls wes 05 and the high was 90. The median percentile
rank for both boys and girls on the llth grade Verbasl
Beasoning test was 43, The median peroentile rank for the
boys was 7?7, and for the girls it was 42. The range of the
percentile rank for boys and girls was 09 to 99 on the 11lth

grade Verbel 3Reasoning test,
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Before movement into the average group from the low
group, the boys received one "B," eleven "C's," and one "D,*
The glrls received one "A,"” gix "Bfs," {ifteen “C's" and
four "Dts.” After movement into the average groun, the boys
recelved gix "B's," fifteen "C's,"” and four "D's.” The girls
received one *3,* fourteen ¥C's,™ and twelve "D's."

Pour students moved under oonditions whiech did not fit
the other two described conditions. One girl placed in the
low groun stayed in that group until the sesond semester
of the 12th grade, She was then soheduled into an ungrouped
course. Three boys experienced the followinz conditionss
(1) placed in the low group, moved to the remedial group,
and then moved back into the low group, (2) plasced in the
low grour, moved to the average group, and then moved back
into the low group, (3) placed 1n the low group and repested
10th gr=2de “nglish during the 1llth and 12th gredes,

Yhen compared with the low group which did not move,
it vas found, except in three comparisons, that the scores
and percentile ranks vwere slightly above or glightly below
the medisns, The 1.Q. score for the boy who repeated
courses, was the lowest of the placerment in the low group.
The 6th grede grade-ecuivalen$ score for the boy who moeved
to the remedial group and then back, wae the lowest Hth
grade grade-ecquivalent soore in the placement, The girl
prlaced into an ungrouped course had a percentlle rank almost
equal to the lowest ranking of the placement in the low

groubd,
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The grades of the students, except in one oase,
indicated that they were moved to the remedial group or to
the average group because of low or average grades., The
student who was repeating received five "E* grades, dbut
remained in the low group.,

The semester showing the largest smount of alteration
from the original placement was the second semester of the
12th greade., Fifteen students, or 26 per cent of those placed
in the lowv 2roup, were out of their original placement. Of
the 26 ner cent movenent for the semester, 73 per cent had
been move§~by the first semester of the 1llth grade. Althouszh
the placemént in group II was a2lmost equal between boys and
girls, ten of the fifteen students moving te group III were
z2irls.

The medilan I.Q. score for the students who moved to
the aversce zroup and remained there, increased from 92 to
104.5. The 6th grade grade-equivalent median score increased
from 5.7 to ?.1. The median percentile rank of the 9th
grade Verbal Reasoning test was elevated from the 40th to
52.5 and the median psrcentile raenk on the 1llth grade Verbal
Reasoning teet was raised from the 37th to the 43rd. Although
there was an indication of increases by the median scores
and median pnexrcentile ranks, there was much overlapping of
individuel scores and percentile ranks ¢f students between
the two.

Grades showed a trend in relationship to movement.

The students who did not move received no "A's," four "B's,”
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sixty~-four ®C'g," ninety-five ¥D*s,® and twenty-one *REtsg.,"
The students placed in the low group and then moved to the
average 2bllity group had total grades before and after
movement of one "i,* ten "Bte," Porty-nine "Cts," eighteen
fD*s," and they received no falling grades. The girls as
a grour indlcated that they were receiving slightly better

grades than the boys.

Average Group‘iﬁreub I1I)

One hundred and eight students were placed in the
average group (group III) for the first semester of the 10th
grede., Seventy-five of the placement stayed in the average
placsment for all of their “nglish courses, fourteen were
moved to the high, average-to-hizh group (group 1V),
sleven moved to the low group (group II), and eight moved
differently from those listed. Zach of the different
varliatione will be treated separately.

Porty-five girle and thirty boys were placed in the
averages croup {(group III) and remained in that grouping.

T™e totzal medlan I.R3, for boys and girls was 108. The
medlan I.Q. for the girls was 110 and for boys 1t was 106,
The rancse of measured I1.3.'s was from 91 to 128, The median
6th grrde ~rade-equivelent for both boys and girls was 7.2.
The median for the boys was 6.75 while the median for the
girls war 7,3. The scores ranged from #,2 to 10.3. The
median rnercentile rank for both boys and girls on the 9th
grade Verhsl Reasoning was 55. Seventy was the median

vercentile ronikc for boys and 55 for girle., The range wacs
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from & percentile rank of 03 to a percentile rank of 95.

On the 11lth grade Verbal Reasoning test, the median per-
centile venk for the boys was 65, and the medlan percentile
for the girls was 47, The medisn percentile rank for boys
and girls was S&, The l1llth grade Verbal Reasoning tect
ranged from a nercentile rank of 07 to 99,

™e totel number of grades recelved by the boys was
thirty~four ¥Btsg," seventy-four *C's,* forty-four *Dts,"
end four *3's," The girls recelved twanty-elzht "Bts,"

138 vCte," fifty~two "D?s,” and three "E's." None of the
boys or giyls recelved A" grades.

Fourfeen students, who were scheduled into the averags
group for the flrst semester of the 10th grade, were placed
in the above sverage-to-high group (group IV) for the second
semester of the 10th grade or during, or for, the 1llth and
12th gr»ade., The students ¢onsisted of one bBoy and thirteen
girle, The nedlan I.Q., for the girls was 114, and the
measured 1,2, of the only boy was 107, The I.Q. Trange was
from a meesvred 1.Q., of 107 to a measured I.Q. of 123. The
median for the 6th grade grade-egquivalent score for the girls
was 7,55. The boy had a grade egulvalent score of 8.8, The
range for the scoree was from 6.6 to 9.5. The median
percentile rank for the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test was
70, The %oy ranked at the 85th peroentlile, and the girls
had a median percentlle rank of 79. The percentile rank
range on the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test was from 25

to 97. On the 1llth grade Verbal Reasoning test, the
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peroehtile rank medlan for the boy and the girls wes 79.
The boy renked at the 35th percentile level, and the medlan
for the girle was at the 24th percentile level. The range
of the rercentlle ranks was from the 35th to the 99th.

Before movement into the above average-to-high groun
the boy received a "B" grade; the girls recelved three "“A's,"
eleven ¥*Rtg,® four "C!'s” and one *D.” After movement the
boy recelved three ®*C*s" and one *D." The girls received
tuventy-three "Bts,” elghteen "C's," and three "D's."

“leven students were moved from the average group
(group IIT) to a low group {group II) after thelr initial
placenaznt in the averzge group. #ight were boys and three
vere glria, The medlan I.Q. for both glrls and boys was
103. '™e medlan I,Q. for the girls was 95, and the medlan
for the boye was 107.5. The range of the I.Q.'s ran fron
90 to 112, The median for the 6th grade grade-equivalent
scores for noth boys and girls wae 5.7. The median for the
girls wes 5.4, and the medlan for the boys was 6.,1. The
range of the 6th grade grade-equivalent scoree was fron
5.0 to 9.7, The median percentile rank on the 9th grade
Verbal ?easoning tect for boye and glrls was at the 35th
percentile level, The boys' medlan was at the 55th
percentile level and the girls' median was at the 1l&th
percentila lavel, The range of the 9th grade Verbal
Reasonir~ tercentile ranks was from 05 to 80. The medien

percentile level on the 1lth grade Verbal Ressoning for both
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boys and girls was 3,5. The median percentile rank for the
girls was 14, and for the boys the median percentile rank
was 59,

Before movement from average group to the low group,
the boys received eleven "D's," and seven "Ete.," The gilrls
recelved four “Dts.® After movement to the low group, the
boys recelved seven "C'g," thirteen "D's," two "B's.”

The girls received seven "C's" and three "D*s" after movenment.
7izht students moved from thelr original placement in
the aversgse group under conditions other than those just
desoribed. Two students repeated courses and moved to group
IIs two moved into group IV, to group II, to group IV, and
then back to group III., Three noved to group II and baok,
The students will be compared with the students who were
placed in the average group and did not move.

The students who were involved in movement with
grouy 1l hacd scores and percentile ranks within the ranges
of the test selectors. They hzd some scores and percentile
ranks which were above and below medians for the group with
which they are compared. The students who were inveolved in
movement with zroup IV, vere all above the median scores
and percentile ranks, except for one I.Q. 8s8core s8lightly
below the median and two 11lth grade Verbal Reasoning test
percentile ranks slightly below the median. Hovement was
usually initiated by grades. In the one case whers it was
not, the student recelved an *i® in the aversge group,
moved to group IV where a "C% grade was again reoeived, and

then back to group I11i where he received another "C.”
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The largest amount of alteration from the original
placement in the average group was recorded for the second
senester of the llth grede. Tuenty-five per cent of the
students experienced deviatione foyx this semester. The
actuwal nunmber in the deviation was twenty-seven. Six boys
and four girls had been moved to group II for this semester
while four boys and thirteen girls had been moved to group
IVe Seventy~four per cent of the movement was inltiated by
the first senester of the llth grade.

“hen comraring the students placed in the average
group with 1ts two main veriations, it 18 found that the
medians wereﬂlowerad or increased with movement to a lower or
higher ability sroup. The median I,Q. score for the place-
ment which remained in the average group was 108 The medien
I.Q. soore for the movement into the low group was 103, and
the mecdian score for the movement into the above averasge-to-
high group was 113,5. The medlan 6th grade grade-equivalent
acore of 5.7 for the movement in the low group decreased from
the medisn score of 7.3 for the average placement which did
not move. ‘[he median score for the students who moved to
the above average-to-high Zroup increased to 7.7. The 9th
grade Verbal Reasoning percentile rsnk medlan for the movement
into the low group was at the 35th percentile while the
renaining placement in the average group had a median
percentile rank of 55. The group moved into the above average-
to-high zroup indicated a percentile rank of 70 on the 9th

grade Verhal Reasoning test. 1The ralsing and lowering of the
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median percentile ranks was also indlotive of the llith grade
Verbal Reasoning peroentile ranks, The students who remained
in the average received a median percentile rank of 58,
The movement to the low group had a percentile rank of 23,5,
while the vercentile renk of the movement into the above
average-to-high group was 79, There was large overlapping of
scores betwesn each variation when individual soores were
compared with dlastributions of scores and percentile ranks.
Grades were found to be a basis for movement, Iow
grades usuzlly indicated movement to group II, and higher
grades indlcated movement to group IV. The students who
remained in their placement in group III received a majority
of "C* grades, For five semesters of work they received no
YAV, sixty.two "B's,” 208 "C*'s,” ninety-eix *D*s," and
seven "Z'g."” The studente who moved into group IV received
a majority of "Bts." For five semesters of work, they re-
celved three "A'e,* thirty-five *B's," twenty.five "C's,"
five "D*s®" and no falling grades, The "A® grades were
received before movement inteo group IV, The etudents who
moved into group II received a majority of "D" grades, PFor
the five semesaters of work they reoceilved no "A®™ or "B" grades,
fourteen "C*'s,* thirty-ocne "D's," and nine "Ets." When
somparing grades received by boys and girls, it is found that

the girls received higher grades as a group than did the boys.

Above Average-to~H1 Group (Group IV
One hundred students were placed into group IV for the

first semester of the l0th grade. Forty~four were boys and
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fifty-slx were girls. Fifty-.six students placed in group IV
remained in that placement and twenty-two were moved into group
V. Fourteen were moved to group III. TFight had varlations
different than those described.

Of the fifty-six students that were placed in group IV
and rerained in that group for all English courses, twenty-
four were boys and thirty-two were girls. The median I,Q. of
both doys and girle was 117. The boys’ median I.Q. was
120.5 and the girls' median I.Q. was 116, The I.Q.'s ranged
from 91 to 134, On the 6th grade grade-equivalent scores,
the total median was 8.5. The boys had a 6th grade grade-
equivalent of 8.4 and the girls a median of 8,65. The range
of the fth crade grade-equivalent scores was from 6.2 to 10.8,
On the 9th zrade Verbal Reaeoning teet, the total median
percentile rank was 80. The median percentile renk was 90
for boys and 75 for girls. The percentile rank range was
from 35 to 99, The total median for both boys and girls on
the 11th srade Verbal Reasoning test was a percentile rank
of 83, The medlan percentile rank for the doys was 85, and
for the zirls it was 81, The range of the percentile rank
was from 36 to 99.

The total number of letter grades received by the doys
vwags one "), " geventy-two *B's," and forty "C's." The girls
received one "A," elghty-seven *B's,® and sixty-three ®"C's."

Twenty-twe students placed in group IV moved into
group V at some time and remained in group V. Ten of then

weore boyz and twelve were girle., Thelr nedian I,.,Q. was 121,
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The median I.Q. for the boys was 125, and the median for the
girls was 118, The range of 1.Q.'s was fxrom 104 to 13,
The median 6th grade grade-equivalent score for boys and
girls waz 9.5. The median 6th grade grade-squivalent score
for the boys was 9,9%, and 9.7 was the median socore for the
girle, On the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test, the total
number received a median vercentile rank of 90. The median
percentile rank for the boys was 93,5 and for the girls it
was 90, The percentile rank ranged from 70 to 99, The
median for both boys and girls on the 1llth grade Verbdbal
Reasoning tggt was a percentile rank of 90. The median
percentile rénk for the boys wag 89,5 and for the girls it
was 90, The range of the percentile rank wag from 29 to 99,

Before movement in group V, the boys received six
"A's® and eleven “Bts," After movement into group V, they
received nine “A's,® sixteen "B'e,"™ six “C's" and one "D,"™
The girls received seven "A's" and nineteen *Bts" beforse
movement into group V. After movement into group V, they
received elght "A's," twentyetwo “B's," two "C's" and one
wp,”

Fourteen students placed in group 1V were moved to
group III., Five weres boys and nine were girls, The median
1.3. for the total was 109.5. The girle' median I.,Q. was
107, the boys' wae 1ll. The range of I.Q, eoores was from
102 to 132, The median 6th grade grade-equivalent score
was 8,0 for the total boys and girls. The median for the
boye was 8.7 and 7.7 for the girls, The 6th grade grade-
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equivalent scores ranged from 5.9 to 3.4. The median per-
centile rank for beth boys and girls on the 9th grade Verbal
Heasoning test was 70. The percentile rank for the boys was
80, and S5 was the median for the xirls, The percentile rank
range on the 3th grade Verbal Reasoning test was from 40 to
95. On the 11lth grade Verbal Reasoning test, the total
number received a median percentile rank of 66.5. The per-~
centile medians for boys and girle were 87 and 665,
respectively. The percentile ranks ranged fron 20 to 95.

Before movement into group III from group IV, the boys
recelved two fB's," eix *C*s,"” and one "D,* After movement
into group III, they received four "B's,” eight "C's," and
one *"D." Before movement into group III the girls resceived
fifteen "C*'s," and nine "D'g,* After movement into group
III they received gix "B?'s," ten *C's,"™ and five "Dtg,"

Four students were moved from group IV to group V
and then back into group IV, Wwhen comparing thelr scores
and percentile ranks with those received by the students
who were »nlaced in group IV and remained, it was found that
all scores and percentile ranks were equal to or above the
medians, except for one percentile rank on the llth grade
Verbal Reasoning test. The scores and percentile ranks were
all within the ranges typical for the students in group IV.
Movemenrt into group V was accompanlied by "B" grades, Movement
baok into zroup IV wae acocompanied by two "*C's" and two ®*B's."

Four studente, who had been placed in group 1V, were

moved to the accelerated 6ollege placement (group VI) for the
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12th greade. Two were placed directly from group IV, and two
had been placed in group V before movement in group VI.

When compared to the students remalning in the original
placement in group IV, it was found that they had scores

and percentile ranks above the medians, except for two llth
grade Verbal Reasoning test percentile ranks which were below
the medlen of that particular rank. The students were moved
into group VI with *"B% grades in each case,

Cf the total placement of 100 students, forty per cent
were in movement for the first semester of the 12th grade.
Of the fortg total number who were in movement, five boys
and ten girls were in group III, ten boys and twelve girls
were 1in 2roup V, and two boys and two glrls were in group
VI, Of the movement thirty-eight per cent had taken place
by the second semester of the 10th grade, and by the first
semester of the 1lth grade eighty per cent of the movement
had beer accomplished.

Yhen comparing, 1t 1s found that the median I.Q.
score of 109.5 1s lower than the median score of 117 for the
students who remeined in group IV, while the medlan score
of 121 for the group which moved to group V 1s higher.

The median 6th grade grade-equivalent score of 8,0 1s lower
than the medlan of 8.5 for the students who remained in
group 1V, and the medlan score of 9.5 for the students who
moved to zroup V was higher. A medlan percentile rank of
70 was ¢onplled by the students who moved to the average
group on the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test, It was

lower then the percentile rank of 80 for the students
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remaining in the above-average-to-high group, but the
students moving to group V received a higher percentile
yank of 90, On the 11lth grade Verbal Reasoning test, the
students remaining in group IV had a median percentile
rank of 33, The students who moved to group III had a
lower median percentile rank of 66.5, while the students
who moved to group V had a higher percentile rank of 90.
The median scores and ranks indicate that students who
nove to a lower or higher abllity group tend to heve lower
or higher scores and percentile renks, Individual scores
and percentile ranks, when compared with the distribution
in the »nlacement in group IV, indicates overlapping and
similar gcores and ranks.

Letter zIrades tended to indicate movement and teo
characterize zroups. The studente who remained in the
placement in group IV reoceived two "A's,” 159 "B's,"

103 »C*s," one "D, and one "=" for five semesters of

work, The students who were moved to group III received

no "Atg,” twelve *B'sg," thirty.nine *C's,” sixteen "Dtg,"
and no "E's" for five semesters of work, For five semesters
the sturdent2 moved to group V received thirty %“A's," sixty-
eight "B's," elght "C's,” two "D's,"™ and no "E's," As

a group, the boys tended to recelve slightly better grades
than did the girls.

High Group (Group V)

Thirty-seven students were nlaced in the high group

(group V) for the first semester of the 10th grade. Of the
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placement, twenty.four were girls and thirteen were boys,
Twenty-four students nlaced in group V remained there for
thelir “ngliesh courses, elght were moved to group IV, &and
five students had conditions other than those desoribed.
@ach of the different variations will de treated separately.

O0f the twenty-.four students placed in group V and
renaining in that groeup, seven were boys and seventeen were
girls. The mmdlan I.Q. for both &irls and boys was 123,
The medisn I,Q. for the boys was 124, and for the girls the
median ves 121, The range of the I.Q., scores was from 106
to 141, The median for the total number on the 6th grade
grade-gquivelent scores was 9.6, The median for the girls
was 9.7 snd the median for the boys was 9.3. On the 9th
grade Verbal Reasoning test, the median perocentile rank
for the total number was 90. The median percentile rank
for boys vas 97, and for girls was 90, The peroentile rank
range was from 55 to 99. On the 1lth zrade Verbal Reasoning
test, the medlan percentile renk for the total number was
89, The medisn percentile rank for the boys wes 92, and
for the 7irle the medizn percentile rank was 89, The
percentile rank range wes from 47 te 99,

The boye recelved seven "Atg,® eighteen "B's,” nine
"Cte” ond one *D" for thelr work in group V. The girls
recelved thirty "Atg," forty seven "R*s,* sixteen "C's* and
two ®"D's."®

Eight students who were placed in group V moved into

=

group IV. Of that total, four were boys and four were girls.,
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The median I.Q. for the total number was 114,5. The median
for the girls was 114 and for the boys the median was 121, 5,
“he I.Q. ranse was from 100 to 135, The median 6th year
grade-eguivalent score was 8,.,85. The median for the boys
was 9,35 and for the girls it was 8.65, The range of the
6th grade grade-~equivalent scores was from 6,5 to 10.3.

The medlan 9th grade perocentile rank for both boys and girls
was 90, The median percentile rank for the boys was 95 and
for the «irls 1t was 73, The percentile rank range was from
60 to 27. The 11lth zrade percentile rank median for both
boys and zirls was 95, The vercentile median for the girls
vag 73.5 and for the boys it was 96, The percentile rank
range wa2s from 7?1 to 99.

Beforae movement into group IV from group V, the boys
recelved one "A;" five "B's," five "Ct's," and two “D's,®
After movement into group IV, they received three "Bfg,*®
one "C," and three *"D's.,* Before movement into group 1V,
the girls received eight ®B'g,% and one "C,* After movement
into grouvp IV they received five "B!sg® and six “C's.*

Two of the students placed in group V were moved to
group VI for the first semester of the 12th grade. Their
scores and nercentile ranks were above the medians for the
students in group V who did not move, except for their I,Q.
socores, These scores were both slightly below the median.,
Both students moved on "A* grades,

™o students were moved from group V to group III.

Both had scores and peroentile ranks beloew the mediens of
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those students remaining in group V. One percentile rank
wae the lowest recelved of all placement 1n group V. 3Both
students moved to group III with "D® grades.

£ boy was moved from group V to group 1V, and then
back to group V. Hls scores and percentile ranks were
either slizhtly above or slightly below the medians for
the stuvdents in group V. All movement by the boy was accompa-
nled by "B" grades.

The semester that indioated the most alteration of
movemnent was the first semester of the 12th grade. Thirty-
three per cent of the total placement had deviations for
this semester, Four boys and four girls had been moved to
group IV, two girls had been moved to sroup VI, and one boy
and one ~irl had been moved to sroup IIl. By the first
semester of the llth agrade, fifty-eight per cent of movement
had been initlated,

™he median I.Q, score of 1l14,5 for the group moved
from group ¥V to group IV was lower than the median I.Q.
score of 1223 for the students who rexained in group V,

The 6th grade grade-egulvalent score of 8.85 for the

group who moved, was &lg8o lower than the median score of
9.6 for the atudents who remained in group V. The median
percentile rank of 90 on the 93th grade Verbal Reasoning
test was 1ldentical for both the students that remained in
group V and for the students who moved to group IV, The
students vho moved to group IV had a higher median per-
centlle rank, which was 95, than the median percentlle rank

of 39 recorded for the students who remained in group V.
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Grades for the students plsced in group V did not
tend to be as strong a faetor in movement as indiceated in
group If, III, and IV, 7The letter grades were sti1ll indicative
of the groups. The students who moved to group IV received
one *A,% twenty-one "B's,* thirteen "C's,™® and five “Dfs®
for five semesters of work. The "A" grade was recelved
before movement, The students who yemained in group V
recaived thirty-seven "“A's," sixty.five “"B's," sixteen "C's,"
and two "DIs" for five semesters of work. No "E* grades
were receilved by any student that had been placed in group
V. The zirls tended to receive slightly better zrades than
the boys,

Tables 2, 3, and 4 show a summetion of medlan I.Q.
scores, medlar 6th grade grade-equivalent scores, 9th grade
Verdbal Reasoning teet percentile ranks, 11lth grade Verbal
geagonincg test percentile ranks, and ranges for each abillity

group and its major varlation in English,
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TABLE 2.--Summation by placement and major variations of each placement of the median

I. Q. 8cores and ranges in the subject-matter ability groups in "nglish.

Placement & iajor Total Med. Med. Total
Variation of each No. No. Boye & I.Q. I.Q. Med. Low High
Placement Boys Girls | Girls Boys . Girls I.Q. «Qe I.Q.
Gp. I 9 4 13 104 100 104 aly 119
Gp II (Remained) 20 1?7 37 100.5 95 98 | 89 115
Gp. II (to gp. III) 5 11 16 109 103 104.5 97 120
Gpe. III (Remained) 30 bs ?75 106 110 108 90 128
Gp. III (to gp. II) 8 3 11 107.5 95 103 30 118
Gp. III (to gp. 1IV) 1 13 14 107 114 113.5]| 109 123
Gpe. IV (Remsined) 24 32 S6 120.5 116 117 91 134
Gp. IV (to gp. III) 5 9 14 111 107 109.5| 102 132
Gp. IV (to gp. V) 10 12 22 125 118 121 104 134
Gr. V (Remained) 1P 24 124 121 123 | 106 141
Gp. V (to gp. IV) n 4 8 121.5 | 114 114.5 100 135




TABLE 3J.~~Summatlon by placement and majlor variations of each placement of the median
6th grade grede-equivalent scores, median 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test percentile
ranks, and medisn 1lth grade Verbal Heasoning test percentile ranke in sub ject-matter
abllity groups in English
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Gp. II (Remeined) o | 171 37 |5.95|5.5 }5.8 |47.5] 20 |ko 37 |25 |37
Gpe II (to Cn., III) 5 11 16 |6.8 |7.1 {7.1 |70 50 | 52.5| 77 k2 L3
Gp. III (Rerained) 0 45 75 |6.75[7.3 {7.2 |70 55 | 55 65 |47 | 5¢

Gp. III (%o Go. II) 8 3 11 |6.1 |s.B 15.7 |55 | 15 |35 9 |1k 23.5
Gp. III (to Gp. IV) 1l Lo 14 |8.8 f7.§5 7.7 185 70 |70 35 |84 73
Gp. IV {Remeinegd) b 32 ] 56 |8.4 |8.6°]8.5 |90 75 | &o B85 |81 |23

Gp. IV (to Gp, 1II) 5 9 14 [8.7 | 7.7 |8.0 ]8O 55 70 87 165 £5.5
Gp. IV {to C». V) 0 2P 22 |9.5 9.7 19.7 |93.5] 90 |90 89.5]20 90
Cp. V (Remained) ? L7 24 19.3 9.7 9.6 |97 90 190 92 |&9 | 89
Gn. V (to 5o, IV) l Y 819.3[8.618.%5]95 73 |90 96 [?73.5]095
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TABLE 4.-~8Summation by plasemant and major variation of each nlacement of the ranges

for the 6th grade grade-equivalent scorss, 9th grade Verbel Reasoning test percentile

ranks, and lith grade Verbal Reasoning test percentile renks in sudjest-matter ability
groups in English,

Plasement & Major 6th Grade I9th Gr. Verbal Reasoning | 11th Grade Verbal

Variation of each |Grade Equiwvaelent Percentile Ranks Reasoning Ztile Renks
Placement Low High low High j Low High
Gp. I 3.9 8ok 05 - 85 | 02 59
Gp. II {Remeined) ; 5,2 10.3 03 90 .03 92
Gp. II (to Gp. III) | 5.0 | 9.5 | 05 90 09 | 99
Gp. III (Remained) 5,2 |10.3 03 _ 95 07 99
Gp. III (o op. II) | 5.0 | 9.7 | 05 85 05 | o1
Gp. III (te Gp. IV) | 6.6 9.5 | 25 97 35 99
GP. IV (Remained) 6.2 [120.8 | 35 | 99 3% | 99
Gpe IV (to CGn. III) 5.9 9. % 40 95 20 95
Gp. IV (to Gn, V) | 7.7 |11.6 | 0 | % 29 | 99
Gp. V (Remaingsid) ; 7.5 | 12.2 , 70 : 99 47 é 99
Go. V (to Gp. TV) | 6.5 [10.3 | 6 | 97 | 99




CHAPTER IV

TH CHARACTERISTICS AND MOVEMIMT OF STUDENTS
3 QC Cl =

Tor this part of the study, 1t was found that
8pringfiald. Hizh School has three ability groups in Soecial
Se¢lence {or the 10th and 12th gradeg, Another group 1s
added in the l1lth grade. The group numbers and names usad

at Springfield High School are:

-

{(a) Tow (group I}

(b)) Lverage : (group II)

{c) Hizh (group II1X)

{(d) Acceleratsed College (group IV)
Flacement

Students are not required to take Soclal Science
courees in the 10th grade, but they may elect to do so,

The adbilitier of students who decide to lnclude Scelal
Science in thelr 10th grede curriculum, are estimated by
the relsted 5th grade subject-matter teacher in the Jjunior
hizh schocl. If a student electe to take Soolsl Science
after hig entry into high sochool, he is pleced primarily
by the high school counselors,

The characteristics and movement‘of eacth group are
deseribed in this chapter. The names of the groups will be
the same as those used at $pringfleld High School. Group
IV {Accelerated College Placement) will riot be described =g
a grour in its entirety, but as a movement from one of the

other proups,

W
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The population for evaluation in Soclal Scilence 1s 294,
Of that number, 126 are boys and 168 are girls.

The students for the Social Sclence population were
selected on the basls of having been grouped in World History,
American HEistory and American Government courses indicating
a letter grade and ¢ode numbers which showed grade, semester,

and grovning,

e jects

The relected population in Socilal Sclilence is twenty-
three lecs than the total nunmber uged for Znglish. Students
without céurse code numbers or students in ungrouped sectlions
only were rejfected., The rejlects consisted of eleven students
who had been nlaced in group 1I, four in group I, five that
hed been in group II and moved to I, one who had been placed
in group I and zmoved to group II, and two without any grouped
courses. Tnole S5 shows a summation of total plscement and

movenent in Soclal Scilenee by grade levsel and semester,

Low Group (Group I)

Upon entry into high school, fifty-nlne students were
placed in the low group (group I). Of the total number
rlaced in the low group, forty-five remained in thils group
for the remainder of their Social Sclence'courses, seven
were pleced in group II, and severn varied from those con-
ditione jJjust discussed. Each variztion will be described

individuslly,



TABLE S.=-~Surmmation of total placement and movement in
Socizl Science by grade level and semester,

10th 11th 12th . Notatlons
— — — - R— - .11
Placement 2 1st| 2nd| 1lst} 2nd} 1lst { 2nd
Movement Sen| Sem] Sem| Sem} Sem | Sem
Low Group (Group I)
No, placed 23 30 91 50| 40 3 1 student in
to gp. 11 2 ? Bl 6 ungrouped
Not scheduled 31 27 1 1] 13 55 course, 2nd
' sem, 12th gr.
Average Group (Group II)
Nos placed 66 | 70 124| 122f{ 83 4 1 student in
to gp. 1 5 S 21 13 2 ungrouped
to gp., I1I g ? 6} 17 course, 2nd
to gp. 1V 2 2 sem, 12th gr.
Not schaduled 75 61 3} 28 134
High Group (Group III)
Wo. placed 33 33 > 78] 65 y
to ZD» Iv ! 9
Not ascheduled 61 60 8 8] 22 88
oo

36



37

Thoge placed in the low group, who did not move,
consisted of seventeen boys and twenty.elght zirls. The
median i.Q., was 102, The median for the boys was 102 and
the medizn for the girles was 98, 4 median 6th grade grade-
equlvalent score of 6.1 was found for the total number,

The boys® median 6th grade grade-equivalent score was 6.2,
and the ~irls? median score was 6,05, The range of scores
was from 2,6 to 9,0, On the 9th grade Verbsl ieasoning

test, both boys and girls recelved a median percentile rank
of 28, ™ hoys' median percentile rank was 50, and the
girls' medlan was 15, The percentlile rank range was from

03 to 90, The median percentile rank for both boys and girls
on the 1lth grade Verbal fieasoning test was 23, The boys
scored a nedian percentile rank of 29 and the girls' median
score was 16,

T™e nunber of letter grades recelved by the boys in
the low zroun was two "Bt's," twenty.one "C's," thirty.four
"D?'s," and four "ii's." The glrls receilved eilght "B's,"
Tifty-cix wC%'s," thirty-eight "D's,™ and five “"E's."

tovement from the low group to the average group was
acconplisred by seven students--four girls and three boys,
The nedian I.Q. was 98, The boys had a median I.Q. of 98,
and the median I,Q. for the girls was 99,5. The 1.Q. range
was from 90 to 110. “he median 6th grade grade-~equlvalent
soore for both boys and girls was 6.7. The median for the
boys wes 6.7. The girls! median score was 6.4, The 6th

grede grade-equivalent range was from & score of 4.2 to a
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score of ¥.5. On the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test,

the total numbers' medlan percentile rank was 15, The
median percentile rank for the boys was 20, and for the
girls it was 15, The percentile rank range was from 03

to 7?5. Zoth boys and girls had a median percentile rank

of 37 on the 11th grade Verbal Ressoning test. The median
percentile rank for the boys was 42, and the girls received
a2 median percentlle rank of 28.5. The medlan percentile
rank range on the 1llth grede Verbal Reasoning test was from
14 to 53,

Eefore movement into the average group, the boys
recelved thres "C*'s® and five "D's." After movement they
recelved three "Ct's™ and one "D." The girls received two
"B's," three "C's"” and one ®*D" before movement into the
average group. After movement they received three *Btg,®
six "C*s,* and three *D's."

In the total placement, three boys remained in grcup
I, but repeated courses, one girl was placed into an un-
grouped course, and three boys were moved to group II, but
vere ag2ain moved back to group I. The scores and percentile
ranks of the students stated above are described in reilation-
ship to the students who remained in the low group.

The &cores and percentile ranks were £ll within the
range of the scores and percentile ranks for the remaining
students in the low group, except for one I.Q3. score and
one 6th grade srade-equivalent score. These scores were

the lowest recorded for the original pleacement in the low
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group. The scores and percentile renks varied within

the ranges with some of the scores and percentile ranks
approaching the low and high scores and low and high per
centile ranks,

Grades were no indication for movement, Movement
was initiatsd with "D" grades. The students who reveated
courses d1é so because of falllng grades.

The cewnester showling the greatest alteration of place-
ment was the second semester of the 1lth grade., Eight
students, four boys and four glrls, were in group II1,
Fourteen ver cent were involved in movement for the semester.
Eighty-elizht per cent of movement was accomplished by the
first 3omester of the 1llth grade.

The scores and percentlle rank medlans had no set
patterns., The medlen I.Q. gcore of 98 for the students who
moved to group IJ was lower than the medlan score of 102 for
the students who remzined in group I. The median 6th grade
grade-equivalent score of 6,1 for the students who remained
in group I was lower than the medlian score of 6.7 for those
who moved to zroup II. The 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test
median percentile rank of 25 for the students who did not
move was higher than the median percentile rank of 15 ree
corded for the students who moved to group II. The students
who moved had an 1llth grade Verbasl Heasoning test percentile
rank medien of 37 and the students who remained in group I

had a median percentile rank of 23,
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Grades did not seem to be a strong indicator of
movement., Both major variations receilved a majority of
ncw grades, The students who remalned 1n group I recelved
no "A's,” ten “RB's," seventy-seven #(0's," seventy-two ¥Dts,*”
and nine *E's8" for the five semesters of work, The students
who were moved to group II recelved no "Ats,* flve "B's,"
fifteen vCts," ten "D's,” and no "“E£'s" for five semesters
of work,. The glrls tended to receive better grades than

Yhe boys.

Average Group (Group II)

The total nunmber of students placed in the average
group of Social Sclence was 141, O0f the total number, 111
remalned in the average group for other Soclal Sclence
courses; fiftecen were moved into the low group, nine were
noved into the high group, and slx experlienced movement
which varies from those just discussed. Each variation 1ic
to be descrived individually,

The svarage group (group II), after students had
moved, was vonulated by seventy-one glirls and forty boys.
The median I.Q. score for the boys and girls was 1lll, The
I.2. rangz wes from B7 to 132. A median 6th grade grade-
equlvalent score of 7.6 was found for the total number. The
boys?! medien score was 7,95, and the girls® medlan soore was
7.5, The Ath zrade grade-equivalent range of scoree was fronm
4,9 to 10,5, The medlan percentile rank for both boys and
girls on the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test was 6.5. The

boys had a nadlan percentile of 70, and the girls had a median
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perceritlile rank of 60. The range of the percentile rank
was from 10 to 97, ©On the 1llth grade Verbal Reasoning test,
both beys and girls recelved a percentile ranking of 65.

The recdlsn percentile rank for the boys was 65, and the
glrls =1so received a median rsnk at the 65th percentile,

The boys recelved thirty-six *B's," seventy "C's,"
and twenty-one "D's® for five semesters of workX, The girls
recelved six "d's,” sixty-nine "B's,® 121 "C's," and sixty
three "D's" for five semesters of work,

The students who moved from the =2verage group te the
low group, coneisted of fourteen boys and one glrl, The
boys! medién I.Q3. soore was 107.5, The girl's measured
I.Q¢ was 99. The nedian I,Q. score for the girl and the
boys was 107. The range of Bcores was from 90 to 110,

The girl and the boys recelived a 6th grade grade-equlivalent
gcore of 6.2, The meClan score for the boys was 5.1, and
the girl had a 6th grade grade-equivalent score of 6.7,
The 6th grade grade-equlvalent range was from 4,9 to 7.8.
These flfteen students receilved a median percentile rank
of 60 on the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test. The medlan
percentile rank for the boys was 60, and the girl had a
percentile rank of 50. The range of percentile ranks was
from 05 to 90. The medlan percentile rank for the girl
and the boys wes 47, The medlan percentile rank for the
boys was 47 and the girl had a percentile rank of 43,

The ranks ranged from the l4th to the 71lst percentile,

Refore movement into the group I, the boys recelived

two *B'es," elghteen "Cts," and twenty-one "D's.," After
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rnovement into group I, the boys received six "*Bts," ten
"C?s," eleven "D's" and one “Z." The girl recelved one
"Ch» and two "D*s" before movement into group I. After
movenent, she recelved two "DY's.*

Cf the total placement, nine students were moved
into froun» III. Three were boys and six were girls., The
median 1.3, of the nine students was 116. The boys* median
score vae 1213 the glirls' median score was 115.5. The
scores ranged from 106 to 134, Both boys and girls had a
medlan Ath srade grade-equivalent score of 9.5, The median
score for the boys was 8.4, and 9,7 was the medlan score
for the zirls., The 6th grade grade-equivalent scores
ranged from ?.3 to 10.8., The median percentile rank for
both bcyve and girls on the 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test
was 75, The boys had a median percentile rank of 7?5, and
the girls’ medlsan rank was 77.5. The percentile ranks
ranged from 10 to 95.

The bBoys and girls recelved a median percentile rank
of 63.5 on the 11th grade Verbal Reasoning test. The
boys' median nercentile ranking was 75 and the median percentlile
rank for the girls was 69.5., The range of the percentile
ranks wvas from the 10th to the 95th percentile,

Rafore movement into group III the boys reoeived
three "A's" and three "B's.” After movement into group
III, the hoyse received one "A," geven "Bts," and one "C.,"
Before moverzent into group III, the girls reoeived five
"Al's,® 2nd five "Bt's,” After movement the girls received

one "A,*" two "8's," and three "C's."
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S51x students moved differently than those Jjust
described, 7Two boys were elevated to the accelerated College
Placemesnt (group IV), one boy wes moved to the high group
(group II1I) and was then moved.back to the aversge group
(group II), one boy was moved from his placement in group 1I
to the lov group (group I) and then baeck to group 11, one
boy was moved into an ungrouped oouree, and one girl moved
to groun i1, back to group II, and then back to group I.

The students will be compared with the students who were
placed 2nd remained in group II.

‘The students who moved inte group IV had scores and
percentilé'ranks, qxcept in one result, that were all above
the median scores and percentile ranks of the students
remaining in group II, All scores and percentile ranis
were within the ranges of the respective test, The students
were moved with an "A" and & "B® grade,

The other four students had scores and percentile
ranks that were within the range of scores and percentile
ranks set by the students who remained in group II. They
are cheracterized by scores and percentile ranks all within
the ranze =2t by the students who remained in group II.
Certalin scores and percentile ranks of all students but
one rangzed both above and below the medians. One student
was slizhtly below the median in each characteristic.
Hovement wee indicated usually by lower or high grades.

In one case, movement was made with no ¢hange in grades,
In another cese, the student was returned from a higher

abllity =roup after an *A" grade.



bh

The flrst semester of the 12th grade hed more
alteration of movement than any other samester, Thirty
students were out of thelr original placemant; this was
a twenty-one per cent deviation. Of the thirty students,
glx girls and seven boys had been moved into group II,
eleven hoys and six girls had been moved into group I,
and two boyrs had bBeen moved into group IV.

™e test scores and percentlile rank medlansg increased
or decressed for the students who moved to a lower or higher
group. The median I.Q. score for the students who moved to
the low sroun was 107, The median score for the students
vho remained in the average group wae 111, and the students
who moved into the high group had a median I.Q. score of
116, The medlan 6th grade grads-equivalent scores were 6.2
for the students moved to the low group, 7.6 for the students
who remained in thelr plagcement and 9.5 for the students
who moved to the high group. The 9th grade Verbal Reasoning
test medlan percentile rank was 60 for the students who
movad to the low group, 65 for the students who remained in
the averaze group, and ?5 for the students who moved to the
high group. ©Cn the 1llth grade Verbal Reasoning teat, the
students who moved to the low group had a median percentile
rank of 47, the students who remained in the average group
had a median percentile renk of 65, and the students who

moved to thke high group had a percentile rank of 69,5.
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The majority of grades received by the students whe
remalned in the average group were "C's."™ Tfor five semesters
of wark they recelved six "A's," 105 "B's," 191 "C's,"
eightyesfour "D's," and two "z's." The students who were
movod_luto the low group received a majority of “D" grades,
For five 8emesters of work they received no "A's,"” elght
"Bts,." twenty-nine "C's," thirty.six "D's," and one "Z.*
The students who were moved to the high group recelved a
najority of "B" gradee, For five semesters of work they
received no "D" or "I" grades, Grades sesemed to indiocate
mnovement, Students with good grades moved to a higher
adllity gfoup, while students with low grades moved to a
lower ability zroup. The girls received slightly bhetter

grades than the boys.

High Group (Group III)

The high grour (group III) consisted of fifty-six
girls and thirty-elght boys for a total of ninety-four
studente, Of that number, ceventy.seven remained in the
original placement, nine were moved to the accelerated
college placement group for the 1llth grade, and eight were
moved to group II, Each variation will be described
individually.

Those placed in the high group and who did not exverlience
movement, consisted of forty-eight girls and twenty-nine
boys. The median I1.Q3. for the boys and girls was 121, The

median ecore of the boys was 122, and the median for the
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girls was 120.5, The 6th grade grade-equivalent score was
9.4 for the boys and girls, The median score for the boys
vas 9,35 and for the girls 9.4, The 9th grade Verbal
Reasoning test median percentile rank was 30 for boys,

girls, and total boys and zirle. The range of the 9th zrade
percentile ranks ranged from the 55th to the 99th vercentile,
The median percentile rank for the boys and girls on the 1llth
grade Verbal Reasoning test was 89. The median for the
girle was also 89, The median percentile rank for the

boys was 87. The range of perocentile ranks was from the
29th to thp 99th percentile.,

The boys received thirty-two ®A's," forty-one "Bts"
and eight *C®'s® for five semesters of work in group III,

The girls received forty-five "A's," slxty-seven "B'sg,"
twenty-five "C's," one "D," and one "E" for five semesters
of vwork in the high group.

Of tre placement in group III, elght were moved to
group II. ¥Pive were boys and three were girls, The median
I.Q. 8core for the boys and girls was 109. The median score
for the girls wes 103, and for the boys, 1t was 118, The
I.Q., scores range from 100 to 125. The 6th grade grade-
equivalent score median was 8.5 for the boys and girls,

The medien 6th grads grade-equivalent score for the boys

was 8,7 and for the girls it was 7.5, The medlan percentile
rank on the %th grade Verbal Reasoning test was 84, The
median percentile rank for the girls was 75 &and for the

boys 85, The range of the percentile ranks was from 50 to 97.
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On the 11th grade Verbal Reasoning test the boys and girls
recelved a median percentile rank of 79. The median per-
oentlle rank for the boys was 75, and for the girls it was
83. The range of the percentile ranks was from 57 to 92,

Before movement into group II the boys received three
"B's" and four *“C's.® After movement into group II, the
boys received three "B'g," five "C's," and one "D,"

Before movement into group II the girls recelived one "A,"
three "B's," and four "C's." After movement into group 1I,
the girls received two "C's" and two "D's,*

Elevation into group IV from group III wag accoaplished
by nine students, -Of the nine, five were girls and four were
boys. Their median I1.Q. score was 125, The median I.Q,
soore rance was from 108 to 131, The 6th grade grade-
equivalent median score for the boys and girls was 10,0.

The median for the boys was 8.65 and for the girls it wes

10.3., The range of socores for the 6th grade grade-equivalent
soores was from 8.6 to 10.5. The 9th grade Verbal Reasoning
peroentile rank median was 95 for the boys and girls, beoys,

and girls. The percentile rank range was from ?5 to 99.

The mediar percentile rank for the boys &and girls on the

llth grade Verbal Reasoning test was 35, The median percentile
renk for the boys was 95, and for the girls it was 37. The
percentile rank rangs was from the 42nd to the 99th per-
centlle,

Before movement into group IV, the boys received

four "A's," three "B's," and three "C's.®* After movement
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into group IV the boys received three ®A's,"” four "B's,*
snd two "C's.," Before movement into group VI the girls
received two "A's,® three "B's,"”™ and five *"C'’s.,” After
movement into group I¥, the girls received two "A's," four
"B's," and four *C's."

The largest amount of deviation in movement occurred
during the first semester of the 1llth grade., Twelve students
were involved in movement of thirteen per cent of the total
placement,

tthen compared with the median scores and peroentile
ranks of tpe students placed in group III who remained,
the mecdiansg for the students who moved to group II decreased,
and the median for the students moved into group IV in-
oreased, The median I.Q. soore rfor the students who remained
in group III was 121. The median for the students who
moved to group II was 109, and the median I.Q. score for
the students moved into group IV was 125, The median 6th
grade grade~equivelent score for the students who remained
in group III was 9.4, the medisn for the students placed
in groun II was 8.5, and for the students moved to group
IV 1t was 10,3, The 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test
percentile renk for the students who remained in group III
was at the 20th percentile while the median rank for the
students who were moved to group II was at the 84th percentile,
The medisn rank for the students who moved to group IV was
at the 25th percentile. On the 1llth grade Verbal Reasoning

test, the students who remained in group II recorded a
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median ran¥ at the B9th percentile, while the students
pleded in group II received a median rank at the 79th
peroentiie. The students moved to group 1V had a median
rank ait the 95th pexrcentile,

Grades seemed to indicate movement from the original
placement, The type of grades also indicated the level of
ability grouping. The students who remained in group II
after nlecement received, for five semesters of work,
seventyv-seven "Ats," 10B "Rtg," thirty-three "C's," four
"Dta," and one "Z," The students who were moved to group
II received one "A," fourteen "B's," fifteen "C's," and
three "D's" for five semesters of work. The students who
were moved to group IV received eleven "A's," fourteen "B'sg,"
and fourteern "C's" for five semesters of work,

Tables 6, 7, and & show a summation of median I1.Q.
scores, median 6th grade grade-equivalent scores, Ith grade
Verdal Reasoning test percentile ranks, llth grade Verbal
Reasoning test percentile ranks, and ranges for each abllity

group an? its major variation in Soclal Science,
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TPABLE 6.--3ummation by placement and major variations of each placement of the median
I.Q. Bcores and ranges in the subject-matter ability groups in Socisl Science.

Placenent & X¥alor i - - Total PRed., | HMed, i Totel

Variation of each . No, No. Boys & I.Q. ¢ I1.Q. led. Low [ High

Placement Boys Girle Girils Boys Girls I.9. I.3. I.2.
Gp. I (Remained) 17 28 us 102 | 93 102 | o1 119
6p. I (to go. II) 3 4 2 | 98 | 99.5s] 98 | 90| 110
Gp. II (Remained) 40 71 111 120 | 111 | 13 | e8| 132
Gp. II (to Gp. 1) 14 1 | 15 107.8] 99 | 107 | 90| 112
6p. II (to gp. III) 3l 6| 9 | 12| nuss| 16 | 18] 13
Gp. III (Remained) 29 | 48 77 122 | 120.5 121 104 135
Gp. III (to gv. 1I) | 5 3 8 | 18 | 103 109 | 107 | 125

Gp. III (to =p. IV) b | 5 9 121 | 129 125 | 103 | 130
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TABLE 7.~-8ummation by placement and major verlations of sach placement of the median

6th grade grade-equivalent scores, medlen 9th grade Verbal Reasoning test percentile

ranks, and median 1l1lth grade Verdal Reasoning test percentile ranks in subject-matter

abllity groups in Soolal Scilence

: ’ efc

(/] ! ! - o ] o N

o r~t & Q [/} P OA o~ 3 d 2-—‘

Placement & Malor 3 ﬁ :b’ = B oo ¢ . 'dm‘ o . .EA E'S ww
Variation of eech 8 ® |8 E}‘; E nise %g gg §> w2 | L
Flacement % o 29 S “| e g " |Be |g 8 o P w

o) O O 4 .CS K] D T S o g'd & P — ™

R » Pl E repe R k- ~ ~ -~ —~

& 1 i O ~r WO E o (o3} 8 r~ ™~ .8

,8 ,8 Bw o $2) o &3 'a - Of!:' Qﬂg Et & of"'..-' of’_‘: rg .

5By | $% 3% |safE. |3 BalE] 5] 53

S E ) st = 28 |82 2 |8& |22 | 2= | &2

Gp. I (Remalned) 17 |28 | 45| 6.2 | 6.05] 6.1] 50| 15 25| 29| 16 23
Gp. I (togp. 11) | 3| 4| 72|67 6| 67| 20| 15 | 15| 52| 28,5 30
Gp. II (Remalned) | &0 | 71 |111]|7.951{ 7.5 7.6 70| 60 65| 65| 55 65
6p. II (to gp. I) w | 1| 15|61 | 6.7] 6.2] 60 s0 60| ur| 83 | w7
Gpe. II (to gn. III) 3 6 91 8.4 9.7 | 9.5 75| 77.5] 75| €7 ]| 69.5} 69.5
Gp. III (Remsined) 29 | 48 771 9.35 1 9.4 | 9.4 90| 90 90| ¢ 83 89
Gp. III (toep. II)| 5| 3| 8|8.7 |8.3| 8.5] 85| 75 | su| 82| 75 | 79
Gp. III (to go. IV) | &4 | 5 9| 8.65 {10.3]10.0] 95| 95 95| 91| 97 95
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TABLE 8,--8ummation Ly placement and major variatlion of each placement of the ranges

for the 6th Trade grede~equivalent scores, 9th grede Verbal iHeasoning test percentile

ranks, &nd llth grade Verbal Reasoning test percoentile ranks in subject natter ability
groups in Soeial Soience.

Plaoement & iie jor 6th Grade Oth Gr. Verbal Reasoning | 1l1th Grade Verbal
Variation eof each Grade-Equivalent Percentile Ranks Reasoning #tile Ranks
Plassment low High Low Figh low w High
Gp. I (Remalned) 3.6 3.0 03 90 02 | t
Gp. I (to Gn, IT) 4.2 | B.5 03 S 14 53
Gp. II (Remained) 4.9 | 0.5 | 10 99 09 99
Gp. II (to Gn. I) 5.6 7.8 ; 05 90 .14 92
Gp. II (to Gp. II1){ 7.2 10.8 10 95 58 81
Gp. III {Remained) 6.7 12.2 55 | 99 29 99
Gp. III (to 7p. IXI) | 7.0 8.9 50 97 39 92
Gp. III (to Gp. IV) 8.6 10.5 25 99 b2 99




CHAPTER V

SUNMMARIES, EVALUATIONS, AND CONCLUSIONS

This study was deseribed in terms of the characteristics
and movement of abllity groups in English and Sooclal 8Soclencs.
They are described in detall in Chapter III and Chanter IV.

Summary and Bvaluation of the Ability Groups 1n Znglish

‘apringfleld FEigh School had six subjlect-matter ability
groups in English. These groups were a remedial group (group
I), a low group (group II), an average group (group 1II),

&n above average-to-high zroup {(group IV), a high group
{group V), and an accelerated college placement group

(group VI). Group VI was not treated as a separate entity,
but will be described as it was in Chapter III as a movement
from another group.

The remedial group was characterized by medisn I.Q.
and 6th grade grade-~equivalent scores and 9th and 11lth grade
Verbal RKeasoning tests median percentile ranks that were
lower than any placement or movement in Pnglish, except when
compared with the low group. The remedial placement of
thirteen students had a median I.Q. score higher than that
of the low group and a 6th grade grade-~equivelent scere
equal to that of the low group. The range of scores and
percentile ranks varied widely, with some at the low extreme

for the sntire population of the study, while others were

53
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conparable with those of students placed in the higzh group.
Movement was complete from the remedial group to the low
group by ths first semester of the 11th grade. Two students
were moved beyond the low group to the average group with
scores at the low extreme of the distridbution. The majority
of grades receilved were "D's." No "A" or “B" grades were
received before or after movement, The grades recelved were
comparadle hafore and after movement.

On the basis of evaluation of the remedial group, the
following conditions were found,

{a) Test medians typified the group as the lowest
in ability in =ngilish,

(b) sSome students were not placed because of abllity
characteristics.

{ec) Movement wag initiated with no indication for
movement,

(d) Low grades were characteristic of the group.

The placement in the low group received median 1.3.
and 6th grade grade-~eguivalant scores and median 9th and
11th grade Verbal Reasoning tests percentlle ranks lower
then any of the other groups, except for those placed in
the remedial groud. The medlan I.Q, and 6th grade =zrade-
equivalent scores, of those who moved from the low group
to the aversge group, were slightly higher than those who
renained in the low group. Students who moved in different
variations had scores and percentile ranks slightly above

or below the medlans of the low group.
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Twenty-six per cent of students underwent movement for
the semester showing the largest deviation from placeuxent,
Of this number, seventy-five par cent had been moved by the
first semester of the 1llth grade.

The thirty-seven students who remalned in their
placement, received a majority of “D¢ grades., For five
gsemesters of work, they received no *At's" and fouxr "R's."
The sixteen students who nmoved to the average group received
a majerity of "C" grades before and after movement. For
five senmesters they had received one ®A," which wa® in the
low graup‘before movenent, and no "E's."

The evaluatlion of the low group indicated the following
gondltions,

(a) Test mediane indicated this group was lower
than the higher-ranked ability grouns.

(b) Some students were not placed or moved because
of ability characteristics on test results,

{c) Movement wae initiated by grades.

{(d}) ¥ovement was experlenced by approximately
one-fourth of the students.,

(e) Apvroximately three~fourths of the movement
was initlated by the first semester of the

11tk grade.

{f) Low grades are & characteristic of the low
Zroupe

The students placed in the average group had median
I.Q. and 6th grade grade-equivalent scores and median
percentils ranks on the 9th and 1lth grade Verbeal Reasoning
tests which charaocterized them as being rated higher than

those of the remadial or low group, but delow those of the
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ebove average-to-high and high groups. The students?
medians, of those who moved to the above average-~to~high
group, werae above those of the students who remalilned in

the average group. The students moved to the low group

had mediasns bolow those students who remained in the average
group, and also had three of four mediens that were below
those of the students who remained in the low group. The
test oharscteristics were varied when the students who moved
from the average group were compared with students who
remained. in the original placement., 3Scores and percentile
raniks varied both above end below the medians, Scores and
percentile ranks of individual students of the placement
approached the extreme lows and extreme highs for the test
results of the entirs populations for the study,

Te second semester of the 1llth grade indilcated
twenty-five ner cent alteration in movement from original
placement, Thare was more deviation in movement for this
semester than any other; but seventy-four per cent of
movement was initiated by the first semester of the llth
grade,

The type of grades recelved were indicative of the
group. The seventy-five students who remsined in the average
group raceclved a majority of "C» grades. They regeived no
"aAn grades for five semesters of work. Grades also indicated
movenent., The eleven students who were moved to the low
group received a majority of "D* grades;, They had no "A"

or "B" grades, The fourteen students who moved to the above
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average~to~high group received a majority of "B* grades.
They received three "A" grades and no "E" grades,

An évaluation of the placement in the average group
indicated that the following conditions were prevalent,

(e) Test medians indicated the average group
was gsegquential in placement,

(b) Movement was initiated by asrades.

{¢) Individual students were not placed or
moved. because of ability characteristics
of test results,

(d) Movement was accomplished By approximately
one-fourth of the students.

(e) Approximately three-fourths of movement wes
eooomplished by the lat semester of the 1llth
grade.

(f) Average grades were characteristic of the
average group.

The median I. Q. and 6th grade grade-equivalent
scores and percentile renks on the 9th and 1llth zrade
Verbal 2easoning tests of the above sversze-to-high group
were higher than those of the remedial, low, and average
groupe, but were lower than those of the high group., The
fourteen gtudentes who moved to & lower sbllity group had
mediarns lower than the students who remalinecd in the place-
ment; vhile the twenty-two studentes who noved to & higher
atllity group, had higner medlens., Individuel scorec and
percentile ranks varied with some both sbove end below
the medians of the original placement and its movements,
Some lndividusl scores and percentile ranks were also
comparablie to scores and ranks of students in all ability

groups.
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The semester showing the greatest alteration of
movenent was the flrst of the 12th grade., Forty ver cent
of the students experlenced movement for that semester.

Of this novement, seventy-four per cent was accouplished
by the first semester of the 1llth grade,

e above average-to<hlizh group recelved a majority
of "B" =rades, Only one "A" grade, one *D* grade, and one
WE® grsle was recelved for five semesters of work. The
majority of crades recelved by the students, who moved to
the averzame oroup, were "C" grades, No "A" grades or
nge gradeg ware recelved by them, The malority of grades
received b& the students moving to the high group were ®*B"
grades; it thirty per cent of the grades they recelved
were "A" grades,

In the evaluatlion of the above average-to-high
group, the fecllowing conditlions existed.,

(o) A1l test medians indicated the above average-
to~high group was sequential in placement.

(b) Individual students were not moved beoause
of ablllity characteristics.

{a) Movement was initiated by grades,

{a) Movement was accomplished by approximately
two-fifthas of the students,

{(e) Of the students moving, three-fourths of
movenent was initiated by the first semester
of the 11th grade.
{(f) Good grades are a characteristio of the group.
The twenty-four students who remalned in the high
group had median I.Q. and 6th grade grade-equivalent scores

and perszentlle ranks on the 9th and 11lth grade Verbal
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Reasoning tests which were higher than those of the other
groups. The elght students who moved to a lower ability
group had medlan scores and percentile ranks or scores which
were slightly lower than those who remained in the placement.
The two students who moved to the accelerated college place~
ment had scores and percentile ranks approximately the same
as those students who remalned in the high group. Individual
scores end persentile ranks were both above and below the
medians of the high group for students who moved from the
high group. Individual scores and percentlle ranks were
comparable with many in the other groups.

The first cemester of the 12th grade showed the period
of the nosat alterafion of movement, Thirty~three ver cent
were moved for that semester, Fifty-eight per cent moved
by the first semester of the 1llth grads.

The najority of the grades received by the high
groun were *B* grades for flve semesters of work, but
forty per cent of the grades received by them were "AY
grades., The students who moved to the above average-to-
high grour aleco received a majority of "B" grades, and
thirty »er cent of the grades they recelved were "A"
~grades, Tne students placed in accelerated college
placemmsnt were comparable to those of the high grouv,

On the basis of the evaluation, the following
conditions were found,.

{a) The medians of the test results indicate

that the high group had the highest

medisns of all the abllity groups in
Bnglish,
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(b) Grades did not indicate movement except in
1solated cases,

{c) Some students d1d not move because of abllity
characteristics.

(d) Hovement was accomplished by approximately
one-third of the students,

(e) Of the students moving, slightly more than

one-half had moved by the lat senester of
the 11th grade,

Summpary end Evaluation of the Ability Groups
in Soclal Sclence

Studsnts enrolled in Soclal Sclence ¢ould be placed

or movad in four subjlect.matter abllity groups. The groups
were & lowx zroup (group I), an average group (group II),

a high group {group III), or an accelerated college vlacement
group (grnup IV), GCroup IV is dilscussed as a movement

from anonther group.

The low groups' medians for the I1,Q., scores, 6th
grade crzde-squivalent scores, and 9th and 1llth grede
Verval Reasoning tests percentile ranks were lower than
the other abllity groups. The seven students who moved
to the averaze group had two of the four medlans that were
higher 2nd two medians that were lower than those from the
group from which they moved. Individual scores and per-
centile rsnks of students in veriations from placement
were both above and below the medlans of the students in
the oriziral placement, Individual scores and percentlle
ranks were also comparable to the tesgt results of students

in other saroups,
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The second semester of the llth grade showed the
most deviations of movement, PFourteen per cent moved
during that semester. O0Of the movement, elghty-eight per
cent of movement was accomplished by the first semester
of the 1lith grade.,

The najority of grades received for five semesters
of work by the forty-five students vho remained in the
low group were "C's"* and *D's." Ho "A'" grades were
received, The seven students who moved to the average
group received a majority of "C" grades for five semesters
of work. They received no "A"™ or "E¥" grades.

An evaluation of thils group shows the following
sonditions were prevalent for the low group.

(n) Test medians indicate that the low group
had lower test characteristics.

{b) Individual students were not placed or
moved because of test reeults,

{c) Movement was indicated only slightly by
ssrades.

(d} Approximately one-seventh of the studente
tere moved,

(e) Approximately four-fifths of the movement
wae inltlated by the first semester of the
1llth grade.
(f) Low gredes were a charecteristic of the group.
The average group had median I. Q. scores, 6th grade
grade-zquivalent scoree, and percentile ranks on the 9th
and 1llth grede Verbal Reesoning tests which were above those

of the low group snd below those of the high group, The

fifteen students who moved to the low group had lower medians,
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when compared to the 111 students who remained in the average
group; and the nine students who moved to the high group

had higher nedians. Individuals who had variatiens from
placement had scores which varied both akove and below the
medlans of the students who remained in the averege group.
Individiial students had scores and percentlle ranks which
were comparable to the test resulte of students in the

other placement.

The {lrst semester of the 12th grade had the largest
amount of glteration of movement., There was a twenty~one
per cent geviation from placement for that semester, Forty
per cent df the movement was inltiated by the first semester
of the 1ith =xrade,

The ctudents who remained in the average group re~
celved a mnjorlty of "C" grades for five semesters of work.
Only slx A" grades and two "E" grades were recelved., The
students who moved to the low group recelved a majorify of
npr grades, Mo VA" grades and one "ZE" grade was recelved,
The studente who moved to the high group received a
majority of *an» grades, end no "D® or "E" grades were
recelived,

The evaluwation of the average placement found the
following conditions to exist.

{e) Y¥edlan scores and percentile ranks indicated

the average group was sequential in test
characteristics.,

(k) Individual students were not placed or moved
because of test characteristics.

(¢c) Y¥ovement waa accompanied by low or high
grodes.
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(d) Approximately one~fifth of the students
moved to another placement,
{e) Approximately two-fifths of movement wes
initiated by the first semester of the
11th grade,

(f) Average grades were received by the average
£Toup.

T™e high group had median I, Q. scores, 6th grade
grade~equivalent seores, and 9th and 1llth grade percentlile
ranks on the Verbel Reasoning tests whiech were higher than
those of the low group and the average group., The nine
students vho moved to the accelerated college placement
had highey medians than the reventy~geven students who
remained in the high placement and the eight students who
moved to the average group had lower medians, The
individuale who varied from the originsl placement hed
scores and percentile ranks which veried both above and
below those of the studentg who remalned in thelr original
placement, Individual scores and percentile ranks were
also ocomparable to individual scores and percentile ranks
for students in the other two groups.

The semester with the largest amount of alterations
was the first semester of the 1llth grade. Thirteen per cent
were involved in movement at this time. Only one student
was moved by the first semester of the 11lth grade,

The students, who were plsced in the high group and
remained, received a majority of "B" gradee; but thirty
per cent of the grades received were ®A's," The majority

of grades received by the students who moved to the
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accelerated college placement group were "Rfs"™ and *Cts."
Twenty-elght per cent of the grades they receilved were "Ats,"
They received no "D®* or "E" grades, The students who were
noved to the average group recelved a majority of "B" and
“Cr* grades., They received on "AY and no "F*s.*

T™e eveluation of the hizgh group found the following
conditiong tn exist.

(a) Median scores and percentile rankes indicated
that the high group had the highest medlans.

(b) Individual students were not placed or moved
becausge of test characteristics,

(e). ¥ovement was indicated only 8lightly by grades,

(d) Avvroximately one~eéigchth of the students moved
to another placement,

(e) Good to excellent grades were indicators of
the high group.

General Summary of the Study

It would be agreed by most educators that true
homogeneous ability groups would be most difficult to
asgemble. Students show great individual differences.

It does seem to the writer that 1f abllity grouping 1s used,
some criteria should be used for assemdbly. The Jjunior high
echool subject-natter teachers, who recommend group placement
in all 7nglish groups and approximately half of the Social
Science groups, could not be expected to make correct
evaluations of eech studentts abllitles, In this study,

the variationz in the abllity groups within subleact-matter
was definite and sequential in their ranking, yet many of

the differences were slight., The rsnre of the scores and
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percentile ranks were widely distributed for each ability
group and its movement. Individual test characteristics of
students 1n 2 particular group were comparable to scores and
percentile ranks of students in any of the other groups.

Grades are usually consldered poor oriteria for
evaluation, but in this study they were used as an aid in
the clarification of the group characteristics, and as a
characteristic of vacillating movement, In this study, grades
recelved were compatible with the ranking of the groups.
Etudents in 2 low group eould expect low grades; those 1n an
average zroup ocould expeet average grades, and those in a
high group could expect good gredes. Grades were ilndicative
of movement., When a student received grades higher then
thoge ¢f hles peer placement, he was moved to a higher group,
when he recelved lower grades, he was moved to a lower group.
The girls in the study tended to receive hilgher grades than
did the Yoye,

A student should have flexibility in movement. He
should not have to resign himself to the faet that he 1is
forever characterized as a "dull,"” or "average," or "bright,"
student. Approximately one-fourth of the students were moved
at some time Iin %nglish, but approximately three-fourths
of the movement was completed by the first semester of the
11th grade. Approximately one-seventh of all Soeial Science
students moved at some time. Slightly more than one~half
had moved before the second semester of the 1llth grade. In

ratio comparisons, more boys tended to move to a lower
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placement than girls, and more girls tended to move to a

higher placement than boys.

Conolusions

On the barsis of this research paper, the following

conclusiones are presented,

(a)
(b)

(o)
(d)

Students were not grouped by test charaocteristics.

Students were grouped on performance rather than
on the abllity to perform,

Groups were an indication of grades received.

Once grouped by the attending school personnel,
1ittle movement ooours.

-
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