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The Negro-white situation in the post-Oivil War South concerned
William Paulkner through most of his writing career. One finds it
from Sartorie (1929) through Intruder in the Dus¢ (1948). There is
a chronologlcal movenent from tne imolicit toward the expliclt in
Faulkner's de-iction of the South's situation. The curpose of this
paper 18 to saow the “rogression of this movement. This will entail
a chronnlogical discussion of various of Faulkner's works. Paulkner
continuoisly suggests that the South will decline further if 1ts
white residents do not grant the Negroes full privileges ae citizens,
love them,an? work with them for the revitalization of the Ssuth,all
without northern interventisn. The reader soon reallzes that the
author'e actual dream for the Souta is the achlevement of the millennlum,
This cnncept 4oes 15t comwe from any one book but is formilated after
~one verises several of Paulkner's works., Paulkner intiaistes that
geaven on Earth does not consist of the maintenance of sl~very or
of increased affluency in the South, These condit'ons should gradually
be eliminated until the Negro will not do all the white ran's work
and will reazn some benefite from a harmonious society.1

Faalkner's concern for the relevance of raclal relations to the
decline of tae Souath apvears in his writing in 1929,witihh the composition
of Sartoris. Here Faulkner vortrays the effect of World War I on
the Negro's attitude towari the white man. Caspey,the son of old

Bayard Sartoris' servant,Siunn,returns home from Europe and declares,

1one +ay dlscover soiet ing of Paulkner's vielon In snost of 4ls
works,bat cevaral of them are e=veclally significant. If one
were to ¢concern nina elf with all of Faulfner's navels,he wo1ld,
in studyling Faulkner's view of the South's strazgle for tae
millenalum,encounter repetition and sparse material in ssze
instances. For tals reason,l have onitted discussion of Gg
Down,Moses. I hnave concerned myself with those books whlch [
consider to be most revealling 1in deflning Faulkner's at:itude
tovard ideal 1ife in the South. These are Szrtoris,Li-nt in

Auzugt,Absalon, Absalonl,The Unvangaished,and Intrader 1a the Dust.
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"I don't take nothin' fum no whlte folks no mo'. War done changed
all dat.“2 The ex~-80ldler subsequently states that the Negroes
deserve the same rights as the white soldlers because both races
served equally well.3

These statements express an attltude drastically changed from
that following the COlvil War,when the freed slave was reluctant to
express himeelf concerning what rights he should be glven and patlently
walted untll his saviors would grant him the privileges of full
citlizenshlp. The Negro endured a great desl of suffering and hoped
that he would soon be treated humanely. Faulkner intimates that the
movement toward complete Negro llberation has been a slow one and
1t had not progressed very far by World War I. Oaspey,the typlecal
young Negro of the perlod,feels that he has pald hls debt to whlte
soclety by his particlpation in the war. Slmon's soa feels that the
score 1s now even and that the WNegro should not be ashamed,for the
military equellity of World War I should prevall 1in civlllan 1life.
Caspey represents the new generation Negro who 1s outspoxen and
aggressive and wno feels that the Negro should :zake substantial soclal
and financlal advances.a Caspey's ty:e 1s develogred more fully in
the person of Lucas Beauchamp in Intruder in the Pust. Here Paulkner
portrays the seeds of the dlsorientation and unrest which are later
to fully ripen,

The opposing at*itude 1s seen in the statement of Simon,Casvey's
father: "You go'n glt dat mare and save dat nizyer freedom talk fer
townefolks:¢ey mought stomach 1t, Whut us nizgers want ter be free

fer,anyhow? Aln't we got ez many whilte folks now ez we kin

2Willlam Faualkner,Sartorls (New York:Random House,1956),p.62.
SIpid.
4&30 2056,
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suppo't?"5 Simon seems to believe that such talk 1s foolish and that
the people of their communlity will not 1listen to 1t. He aprarently
rezlizes that the attitude of the southern white toward the Negro
has not signiflcantly changed since the Civil War, He understands
that the equzlity which the Negro desires will not materiallze whille
an attitude such as Oaspey's 18 prevalent among his race. Simon
contends that the Negro 1s already contribdbuting enough to the
support of the walte people and that equelity wlll mean lncreased
responsibllity for his race, Oaspey and his father agree about

the importance of the Negro 1in the white comxzrunity,but they disagree
on how he 1s to coanduct himself in view of this fact, PFaulkner 1s
pointing out the divergent attitudes among soathern Negroes of hie
day. He subsejuently shows that the fallure of the southern whites
to nourlsh and deal with elther attitude properly inltiates the
moral downfall of the South.

We learn two onposing views of the Civil War in a coaversation
between young Bayard Sartoris and Mliss Jenny Du Pré. Young Sartoris
refers to 1t as a "two-blt war" and a "war that was so sorry that
grandfather woulda't even stay up there in Virginla where 1t wag,"6
Bayard further ridlcules the war by calling it a "war on a horse."’
Miss Jenny seeningly considers it a very excliting and romanti¢ war,
for she says, "At least he got himself decently killed, He did
more with a horse tihaan you could do with that aeroplane."8 Miss
Jenny apnarently believes that modera warfare is immoral and
indecent and that the Civil War was a gentlewman's conflict,where men

could die gallantly. Paulkner portrays the change in attitude toward

5191d.,p.93.

6Ib1Q.
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the Civil War which occurs between the end of the confliot and the
outbreak of World War I. Paulkner seems to 2ay that the Oivil War
came to be lcass and less respected,though remembered by the whiltes
and mainly ignored by the Negroes, It was,l feel,an event whites
wanted to recall with pride and Negroee tried to forget. The white
southerner ca2n find no good reason for his participation in a war
which he undertook on the pretense of vrotecting slavery. He must,
however,protect and romanticize hie futlle effort to avoid losing
his pride. 3Because of the intervention of northerners,the southern
whites do not feel an obligation to attempt living harmoniously with
the Negro. Paulkner implies that the white people of the South have
put pride and selfeesteem above love and concern for their fellow
man. This i3 part of thelr moral degredation and shale and part of
the reason why the South has not become the best place on Barth to
live.

Faulkner vportrays the hatred of southern whites toward those
whites who uphold the Negro's rights with the episode of the
carpetbaggers being killed by John Sartoris,the father of young
Bay2rd Sartoris. One day in 1372 two northerners attempt bringing
sore Negroes into a Jefferson store to vote. John stands in the
doorway of the store,the carpetbaggers turn around and walk off,
and John fires a gun over their heads. Sartorie reloades his gun and
goes to the house where the carpetbaggers reside. He politely asks
Krs. Winterbottom,the owner of the house,if he may see her two
boarders,marches upstairs to thelr roow,and shoots them. Straightening
his clothing,dohn walks back downstalrs,tips his hat to Mrs.

Winterbottom,and arologlizes for mussing up her guest roocm and
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exterminating "verain" on her vremises. Sartoris offers to nay for
having the room cleaned and tipe his hat to the men who are waoiting
outside when he leaves,®

Here PFaulkner implies that the southern Oaucasian's attitudes
wlll make 1t difficult for the nation to bind the moral and spiritual
wounde incurred dzring and after the Cilvil th. It will also
prohiblt the Souata froa reconstructing itself from Oivil War
devastation, Faulkner appears to feel that the South might be
restorad with the cooveratinn of 1ts inhaditants in rebuilding its
moral character and a better soscial structure. If this is not
accomplished,the South willl continue to decline. The southerner
violently rerels the Negro,while none of als fellows attempt to stor
11s vioience, I contend *hat,because they are immoral,apathy and
violence must be abnlished before the South will rrosver agailn.
Soutaerners chould learn more self-resntect and more respect for their
fellow man and for the South 1f they are to heighten thelr sense of
responsibility. Faulkner seams to realize that only a complete
reversal of attltude wlll sasve the South from firther ruln and willl
aelp to create a virtuoue soclety.

In Lizht in Aagust (1932) Maulkner becomes sligatly more explicit
n his views of the South's dissol:tlon., Here we see a specific
examnrle of the moral precepts which Paulkner expounds in Sartoris.
Joe Christmnas becomes allenated from soclety and undertakes a life-
long search for hls true identity. The attalnment of the millenniun
for Christmnas would apparently consist of his learning who he really
is. He 1s orphaned as a baby and,therefore,anever knows hls parents,

Joe's grandfather leaves him 1n an orphanage,watches over his

91bid.,ppe235-236.
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grandeon,but never lets the boy kuow who he 1s31"So 01¢ Doc Hines he
watched and he walted, Prom God's own boiler room he watcaed them
children,and the devil's walking seed unbeknownst among them,polluting
the earth with the working of that word on hlm."lo Christmas cannot
establish the facit that ae l¢ a human belng,wno 1s loved,who knowse

his origin,end who has goals iu 1life, Joe does not even know his

name but 1s ¢iven a "mocking lube1"1) by a dietitian and a young
doctor &t the orpnanage where he is left on Ohristmas BEve, His 1s
worse tnan a real name,for it signifies not only that he has no
background,but 21lso that he 1s regarded as a "tabala rasa'",a blank
sheet of vaper on which anyone can write out a bellieveable 1dentity
for him. Joe Ouristmas 1e taunted at a very tender age with the fact
that ne s a Hegro:" 'Why dont you play with them other chlldrea like
you used t0?' 2nd he dién't eay nothing and old Doo Hines sald,'Is it
becaise they call you nigger?! "l2 Bven the children at the orphanage
treat him as someone to ridicule. They taus try to estadblish an
unwanted identity for Joe. Joseph Gold oontends that the fact that
Caristmas has "Hegro blood" represeants the divided soclety in whieh

ne llives,a goclety whicn will not dlscard 1ts senseless bigotry and

recognize 1tz comnoa humanlty.13
In his book ¥illlag Faulkner:S Study lo Zapanlen f{rog Metapnor %o
Diszourse Gold says,"Joe Jarictmas,a victim of soclety,is also an

19%1111am Paalkner,licht in Ausust (Bew York:Random House,1959),p.335,
11Alfred Kazin,"The Stillness of Light in August,” in Willienm

Al ‘I&ng Recades of ertlclep,ed. Prederick J. Hoffman and Olga
W, v1ckery Lansing:Micnigan State University Prewr,loso).p.?AQ.

121420t 4in Aucust,p.23S.

2Josepn Gold,Hilllap Pauliner:d Study 42
to Discgarse Nornan.Univeroity of Oklahoma Press 19 'De
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image of socliety 1t8e1f."14 He is restless,imworal,confused,end
disillusioned,wandering for fifteen years trying to fiud hiumself,
anever staying in one place for any length of +ime. Feullner refers
to t2is phase of Joe's life as "the street which was to rua for
fifteen years."15 The author depicts Caristcas' depravity in this
nanaer:"from that aight the thousund streets ren as oie strect,with
iaperceptible coraners and chaages of scene,broken by i:atervals of
begzed and stolen rides,on traine and sriucks,and on coantry wagons
with he at twenty and twenty five and thirty sitting on the seat
with his still,hard face and clcthes {(even when soiled and worn) of
a city =an and the driver of the wagon not knowing who or what tae
pze ~2nger was aud naot daring to ask."16 Joe travels from Mississipri
to Jklahoma,¥izgourl,Mexion,Chlcago,Detrolt,and back to Mississippi.
dis flirst opportunity to establish his ‘dentity comes when he 1is
adopted by the McBacherns. Here he rejects religion and the love
of Mrs, McBachern,the only wother he has ever kaown,as a 1eans of
f1ading himself, ir. McZachern tries to coavince the boy that
religion is the way for him to know hinself, Ohrristmas falls to find
the love and acceptance which he craves,for the man who Ireaches the
religion of love does not truly prectice 1t, McBEachern,rather than
being patient with the boy,tries t- browebeat Joe into accepting an
abstraction which he cannot understand.

Ohristmas then esfebliches an imuoral relatlionshlp with Bobbie
Allen,a weitress-proctitute at a restaurant near McBachern's home.
Joe falle in love with Bobble,strikes McBachern when he tries to

prohibit thelir relatlonship,and is greutly disillusioned es tiame

141p1a.

151320t in August,p.195.
1611:1:



passes, fe ulti:ately secks nils identity in an 1lliclt rel=ztionshlp

with Joanna 3urden,wlith whom he lives for several years and who

"zets religloa" and r:nounces tiaelr reiztionsiip,leaving Joe 4isillusloaneld

agala. Paaliner 1mpilles thut lumorality,confistion,and dislllusionment

are cnaractsristies of.the ssitaern zonlety which he denlcets in nlzat

40 ads19%. They are alsd conpenents d2f the alerososa walch Joe

Jaristas syndolizes, 3dls AL771cailtles an?l the actlons resulting

from tuem may repv:3ent,la mlalature, the tragady of 1ifa2 in the

South, Faulkner seews to ase Joe's 11fe as one2 examdle af the

aeanlingless exlstences of 720s% zoitheraers. Ohr'stnas lives in a

alcrocosm whish,Paalkaer 1arlles,1s immnoral,irrsliglous,and insigniflcant,
In his article "The Stillness of Light 1q Auzust" Xazia clains

that Joe Ohrlstaas is caight not betwean virtue anl sin but between

two virtues., He 228 been proud of and sougnt tne rejection and fear

wnich have c¢onfronted him. Pushed too far,Joe goes too far,and,

unable to reconclle opposing resvonsibilities,commits the brutal

airder of Joan2a Burden, Onristmas ultlnately accepts the responslibility

for the freedom of cholce he excercises and vays the price of his

freedom. Kazln coatends taat "

«sone will not practice a mere lethargic
passivity,an? weit for the jen to come and shoot nim. He actlvely
zeeks his huanan reconcillation.a.."17 doe Ohristmas stops runnlng

from the mer who are chasing nia to lapose the punishment decreed

by huaan jastice for the murder of Joanna Burden, Onhristimas 31:lts
atteanting to escape the death which must Lnevitadly come to him,.

He finally- realizes that allowing the men to enforce the law will

Ye hils last chance for Yelng recogalzed as a real man. Joe's

roblem,according 4o Kazin,is how to reenter humanlty. This is

diTflcult bYeczuze e has been isolated for too many years. Joe

17Kaz1n.p.272.



9=

attempts the reconciliation by reaccepting the liritations of time,
one of the most human and communal inventlons.l8 Christmas has held
on to his 1life until the most significant moment comes to relinquish
1t.19 Joe arparently wants to die in dignity and pride and not like
an animel, He,therefore,quits trying to escape his destiny. Ohristzas
seems to £u11f111 hils wish,for of his death Paulkner says,"It Ihls
blooEI seemed to rush ouat of his pale body llke the rush of sparks
from a rising rocketjupon that black blzst the man seemed to rise
so=ring into thelr memorles forever and ever."20 Joe Ohriestmas has
ultimately achleved an ldentity 1n the hearte of men,but,Faulkner
implies,the South,because 1ts atmosrhere lends itself to such treztment
of its resldents,1s stlll imnerfect., |

The autqor's more explicit expression of the South's crucial
problems in [isht ip Auguynt 1e again shown in his depiction of
Reverend Gall Hightower., OCnristmas and Hlgntower are brothers of
clrcumetance,fsr Hlightower 18 also the victim of the bigetry,injustice,
and insensitivity of the Jefferson oltizenry., The reslidents feel
thazt the Presbyterlan minlster 18 to blame for his wife's untimely
death, The people contend:",..1f Hightower hed just becn a more
dependable kind of ran,the kind of man a minister should be instead
of belng born about thirty years after the only day he seemed to have
ever lived in — that day when his gra-dfather was shot from ths
g21lo7ing 7orse — she would have been all right too."21 The
Jeffersonians attempt to place the ultimate cause of Mrs, Hightower's

death on an external rather than on an lnternal force, They coatend

137014,
191p14.,0.274.

20Lisht in Ausust,p.40T.
21Ib1d. 40530
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that Reverend Hightower's 1znadequaoy as a husband forces hle wife

to undertake 11licit relationshipe with men in Memphie and ultimately
conpels her to commit sulclide, Paulkner implies that the cltizens

of Jefferson fall to ocomprehend that the existence of a moral flaw
deep within Mrs, Hightower's escul imduces her downfall and demiee, .
Wh2t should be coneidered a secondary cause 1e termed a primary
cause,

The oltizene ocannot prove that Hightower's supposed sexual
inadequacy 1s the cause of Reverend Hightower's wife's leaving him.
His inadequacy as a lover has long been suspected by them and the
tragedy seems to confirm their bellief, However,the Jeffersonlans
may be entirely wrong. They refuse to attend Hightower's church
and listen to hle sernons, The minister is evidently strickena deeply,
feels that his congregation i8 missing the point of his sermons,and
begins talking about his grandfather's exploits in the Civil War,
Paulxner says,"...he tried to tell them on the street about the
galloping horses,it In turn would get all mixed up with absolution
and cholirs of martial seraphim,until 1t was natural that the o0ld men
and womnen should believe that what he rreached in God's own aouse
on God'e own day verged on actual saorllege.”22 Hightower,therefore,
withdrawe from 1ife and wastes hie potential for the w1inistry.
Paulkner suggests that a virtuous man cannot flourish in the malevolent
South.

Faulkner continuee his depliction of the South's moral and socilal
ruln by portraying the career of Thomas Sutpen in Abgalom,Abealea’ (1936).
The author 1= being sligntly more ex;ilicit than he is in Ligut id
AlEUS & by briefly depicting tho lives of several peorle. Here we

221]211- »Pe55.



learn a few more of 41s ideas concerning the South's downfall, Sutpen's

11fe holds a fasclination for Quentin Compson,the modern man in search

of a moral tradition,because it vrovides a key to an understanding

of a whole soclety and its foundations., Sutpen,like Plem Snopes 1in

The Ioip,becomes accepted by soclety:
eesne was acceptedshe obviouely had too much money now to be
re)Jected or even seriously annoyed any more., He aocomplished- this ...
got his rlantation to running smoothly (he had an overseer now;it
was the son of the same sheriff wno had arrested hia at his bdbride-
to-be's gate on the day of the bet.rothal) within ten years of the
wedding,and now he acted his role too — a role of arrogant ease and
leisure whlch,as the leisure and ease put flesh on him,beocaze a
l1ittle pompous, 3

fde has zmeasured up to the demands of his peers,and,ironically,they are

forced to recognize and acxnowledge thelr own parody. I believe that

Sutpen's rise in the plantation system involves the total absence of

morality,ratertzlism,and a search for socital dominance, Sutpen

amorally pursues his design. However,these faults are not original

in Sutpen,for they are part of his mimicry of his soclety:
Yes,nad,yet not so mad., Because there 1s a practicality to
viciousness;the thlef,the liar,the murderer even,has fa=ter rules
than virtue ever has;why not madness too? If he was mad,it wae
only his compelling dream which was insane and not his methods, 24

Satpen's dream,I contend,is the dream of many of his contemporaries,

They,too,evidently want to duild dynasties from southern rlantations

and they seem as wllling as Sutpen to act amorally to acihleve that

end, I feel that most southerners apparently wish to own a plantation

with a large mansion standing in the center of it. In oy opinion,

1f they had not eavied Sutpen,they would not have been interezted

in the progress of Sutpen‘s Hundred. These men would have tended

to tnelr own business instead of freguently watching the construction

of Sutpen's abode,

23W1111am Paulkner,Absalom,Absalon! (New York:Random House,1364)p,.72.
24191@. 'p.166.
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Faulkner sugges*ts that Charles Boa and Henry Suatpen must look to
thelr father for the cause of thelr problems and for guidance. Henry
or Oharles may say,"All right. I am tryilng to make myself into what I
think he IgﬁtpeEI wants me to bej;he can do anything he wants to with ne;
he has only to tell me what to do and I will do it:;even though what he
asked me¢ to do looked to me llke dishonsr,I would still do 1¢,"25 They
look to their father for moral leadership and want to fulfill his highest
expectations of them. I feel that Henry and Oharles mistakenly believe
that Sutpen can provide the type of guldance which one expects from a
responsible parent, They fall to realize that Sutpen has never really
been a father to them,especlally to Bon,whose kinship to him Sutpen
denles., Sutven,Faalkner suggests,has never lived his life according to
noral principles and cannot be expected to encourage morality in his sons.
Feulkner implles that Henry Sutpen and Charles Bom assume thcir father's
amorality because they have not been taught morality. If Sutpen had told
them to do tae right thing,they would have done it. However,Henry and
Charles are not told to behave properly and follow their father's poor
example of conduct., It is as Quentin says of himself and Shreve, "Yes,
Maybe we are both father."26 Henry Sutpen and Oharles Bon could very
well say thils of themselves. I belleve that such people cannot be
expected to maxe the South an 1dezl rlace in whioh to live.

Faulkner contends that Sutpen's downfall does not lie in madness
but in his design itself. The Plan 18 doomed from inoepticn because 1t
is amoral.. Faulkaer commentss

eeelf he wvas -zd1,1t was only his compelling dream which was insane
and not his methods:!t was no madman who bargained and cajoled hard

251p1d.,p.330.
251014, ,p.261.
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manual laber out of ven llke Jonesjit was no madman who kedt clear
of the sheets snd hoods 2nd night«galloping horses with which men
who were\once his acquatntanoef even2+f not his fiiende discharged
the canker suppuration of defe=t....
I suggest that the evil prlan of such a demented man ¢an never fully
succeed because it 1s unnatural for it to do so. Suoh a procedure may
be s-pewhat effective but will never completelf rrevall, Somethlng
better ﬁlll appear to end 1ts predomlinanoce,for nothing in this world
is perfect,and Paulkner's plan 1s full of flaws, Revealed in the
form of the book,thls 1s the rrimary meaaing of Absalom,Absalom:
According to Joseph Gold,the need to re-examine the past is proof of
Sutpen's and soithern history'e fallure., Sutvren 1s amnoral rather than
immnoral, The amoral person oanlperpetrate evil because he has no
consclence, The horror of Sutven lles not in his beilng a "denon" but
in hils total amorality and lack of humanity. He 1s the epitome of all
greedy men who uce humsn belngs as neans rather thanlas ends.23 Thie
1s exemplified in Sutpen's rela‘ionshilp with hils first wife,Bulalia
Bon,whon he '1sed to bear him a son and whom Sutnea disoarded when he
discovered she hal Negro blood,and with Wash Jones,whom Sutpen used
to keep Sutpen's Hundred going,and with Milly Jones,whom Sutpen wanted
to bear him a son. These relationships reveal Sutpen's anlanalistio
treataent of Negroes and convey hiles hztred of taat race,
Judith Sutpen finds herself ¥nnelessly confused about the meaning
of 1life, Just as Quentin 1s confused about nhis purvose in life., None of
the young people in the novel possesses any real morality,any guldance,or

any durable bdelief with whatch to combat adversity. Ae Judith says:

271)11. »De166,
2%9.211. Pe34,
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You get bora and you try this and don't know why only you keep on
trving 1t and you are born at the same time with a lot of other
people,all mixed up with them,like trying to,having to,move your
arcs and legs with strings only the same s rlngs are hitched to

all the other arme and legs and the others all trylng znd they

don't know why elther except that the strings are all 1n one

another's way llke five or six people all trying to make a rug oa
the same loom only each one wants to weave hls own nattern into

the rugjand it can't matter,you know that,or the ones that set up

the loom would have zarranged things a llttle better,and yet it must

matter because you keep on trying or having to keep on trying.29
Everyone in Sutpen's world is tryilng to weave hls own pattern on the
loom, rather than working together to nake the South a glorious place to
11VE.

Gold contende that the "loom" metaphor 1s a reference to the presence
of disharmony,evil,and chaos., Judith's world has been one of opposition
and exploitation. No one has ever thought of her,Henry,or Ellen for
their own sakes. Gold sugzests that harmony can only be #CBjeved by
a common respect for huimanity. Faklkner portrays the evil which Satpen
crestes, Me forcee Henry to kill his brother and uses the Ooldfields,
destroying their unity. Judith is denled marFlage and a family. Sutpen
forces Wash Jones to kill hils cherished granddaughter and great grand=-
daughter. Sutpen 1s an 1integral part of a way of 1life,for nis history
is the key to uentin's southern heritage. The placipg of Sutpen in
the comprehensible context of humanlty and hilstory conveys faulkner's
faith in zan,for there are only a few people like Sutpen.3o They are
too much a part of the South which Faulkner indicates needs improvement.

Faulkner's view of the South's decline 18 further amplified in
The Unvenouished (1938). Here the author tends to be more explicit than
e 1s 1n Absalom,Abselom!,for Paulkner's 1deas become still clearer,as
he aprlies them generally and svecifically. Faulkner describes the

relatlonship between the sozxthern whltes and Negroes daring and shortly

294psalom, Absalon!,p.127.
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after the Olvil War, We find Loosh,one of the Sartoris' servants,
obsessed with the i1dea that the Oivil War willl comrletely and irrevocably
free the Negro., He reveals,therefore,the location of the Sartoris
silver to Onion soldiers and flees with them. Loosh's viewpoint is
opposed by that of Louvinla,hls mother,who screams:"You bla'k fooll
Do you think there's enough Yankees in the world to whip the wnite
folks?"31 Thie statement provides some 1nteresting food for thought
about Paulkner's theorles concerning the decline of the South,

Louvinia seems to echo Faulkner's contentlon that the ilegro will
not be freed csolely through the nilitary efforts of outsiders, 2
Faulkner has voiced this bellef in @0 Dowg,ioses,The Sound and ihe Pury,
and The Rievers,but 1t 1s conveyed more firmly and clearly in The
Unvanaguished. ILouvinia's s%atement lmplies that it will take nuch
peaceful effort on the part of both southern Negroes and whites to
correct the Negro's plight, It firmly asserts Paulkner's proposal
that the peonle of the South aust solve thelr own problems,without
northern interference., Inner decadence must be ovliterated frommhm
within. To solve a problem one must find 1ts source and destroy it.
Faulkner appears to feel tha* the besis of tne South's decay lies
within the stractire of southern soclety,in walch the Negro 1is deeme@
to be little better than an animal who is not to be given many humana
rizhts, The author avparently believes that southern whites must
realize that Negroes are humens and must be treated accordingly.
Only then will the South become a locale where virtue aboun@glk_

Later 12 Ihze Unvangilshed Paulkner,in speaking of the South,gives

a more expliclt viewpoint dy discussing the universal theme of

31%11!1am Faulkner, Unvaagiiched (The New American Library of
'ﬂ.’)rld Literat‘.lre,lnc. '1955“ ’ptg'?.

521pid.



environment. Of southern rezildents,he says,"Triey belleved that land

did not belong to people but that people bdelonged to land a2nd that

the earth would rermit them to llve on and out of 1t and use 1t only

so long as they behaved and that if they d4id not behave rizht,it

would shake them off Just like a dog getiing rid of fleas."?? Here
Faulkner expresses his belief that man ig a product of his environment
because 1t provides his sustenance. The relstionship of the land to

ife 1nhablitants is analogous to thet of the parent to his child.

Both give 1life to their products,nurture them through good and bad

times to maturity,and ask very little of them in re urn for such
magnanimity. However,both the parents snd the "fatherland" ask that

their "children" be respectful and virtuous 1n return for the life

which they have glven them, If the chlildren do not "behave right,"

the "parent" will turn agalancst them and will withdraw support. Faulkner's
"carents" ask gnod 1n return for good. If the "offsrring" are rebellious,
they will s inke them off like a dog getting rid of fless. Feulkner

seem8 to con*tend that this is frequently the cace in reality. Parents
sometimes disinherit their children for highly improper conduct.

The relztionship of the Negro and the southern white is also
gslmilar to thcre of the land te 1ts inkabltants and of a dog to fleas,
The Hegro 1s in the position of the dog and the white is in the position
of the flea, The Negro spends rany hard years in service to his white
master,recelves 1ittle in return for hies labor,endures wmore than
gseems humanly pogsible,and is finally freed. While some Negroes
remaln with thelir master,anany feel no oblization to continue supperting
tneir ungrateful parasites. The Negroes,therefore,”would shake them

off jJust 1likxe a dog getting rid of fleas.">* Paulkner contends that

BBM- » D45,
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the South can he reconstrunted wlth the cooneration 27 both races

and not with hlacks trying to get rid of whites or vice versa. To
prove his point,he cites the exaaple aof young Bayard Sartoris" uacles,
Buck and 3uddy,who "...hal persnnded the walte aen to pool “nelr little
pztehes of poor htll land along with the niggers aad the MeCaslin
plantation,promising them 1in return nohody knew exactly what,except
that “helr women ond children did have shoes,wnich not all of them

had had bhefore,and a 1ot o them even went to school."?2® This
cooperation,faulkner implies,hecomes Impogsible with the adamant
attitudes on both sides., The whites do not "behave right" and the!
rez1lting chaos and disharmony are izevitable.

In The Uavagquished Paulkner very aptly pointe out that rart of
this disharmony involves %the legro's edncation belng behind that of
the white nan. Here we find young Bavard,Ringo,and Granny are headlag
teviard Hawknurst,Bayard's uncle's estate, Bayard has told Ringo that
there are a railroad and train at Hswkhuret. Ringo has never seen
elther one of these objects and cannot concelve how sozething o
powerful can be constructed by man, To him they are something terrible
and wonderful. The reailroad snd the locomotive are only two examples
of the sclentiflc advancenente of which the Negro will remein unaware,
It 1e as young Ringo,referring to seeing Hawkhurst,Bayard's Uncle
Dennlson's estate,says,"Seem 1like I been waiting on hit all my 1life.

I reckon you'll tell me next the Yankees done moved hit £00."76  Dhere
are anany simllar sights which leave hiun awe-stricken. All this 1is
due to the neclect of the southern Negro's education. During the

reriod which Paulkxner deticts,the average Negro does not even know

351014,
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bow to read or write,let 2lone comprehend the technological advances
vhich heve been made, Faulkner lmplies that the Negro 1s supposed to
know only how to plant and pick cotton,how to raise a family,and,
occasionally,how to read ani write. The Negro is to be kest in
ignorance because he 18 inferlior to the white man and because he must
not know what he 1s missing. The Negro's 1lliteracy will also dispel
any slave insurrection. Paulkner appears to belleve that the southerner
does not realize the potential he 1s wasting by not utilizing the
abllitlies of the Negro to help the South progress from stagnation
and immobility. Paulkner vredicts that the Negro,in striving for
intellectual equality with the white man,will long be "looxing for
sometning which he would hsve to find in order to catch up"37 and
"which he would have to recognize only through hrarsay when he saw
1t:'Wnere is 1t? Where?' "3 Pailkner suggeste that the Negro's
111iteracy 1s & great moral wrong,for it allows one race an unfair
advantage in trying tc better itself. Here Faulkner continues 4als
more explicit depliction of nis 1deas by aprplying them to both a
rarticilar 1ife and 1ife in generzl, This nelps to 'zake his viewvoint
more clear,

later in The Unvangujished PFaulkner implies that the South 1is
like a "barking dog,''which has not been completely g:ileted by its
superior and which continues to bother the Negro and many northern
whites. The autnor se-ms to fear that this "dog" willl forget its
sanishment and cause trouble agaln — somethaing that causes great
emnotional excltement and unrest within Faulkner, He does not appear
to understand how someone may sleer at suach a time., Faulkaner evideantly

feels that &c2uithern ante~bellum ) ife was glori-us and wor:hwhile,

ST1pid.
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One 1lves like hls encestors because the South was fomded on the

proud and honorable tradition of gentlemen., Failkner may be intirating
that the South's prosperity ia the future denends upon 1ts 1nhabitants'
carrying on the honor and glory of the South and not d»y denving 1t,59
He seems to believe that the souatherner's 1ife should be b1illt upon

all the goodness of his heritage,without which the Souta cannot
coastruct an honoradle and dignified soclety bdecause it will have
broken off most of 1ts tlies with virtu: and zorsllity. It seems that,
in Faul«ner's viewpolnt,a southern soclety in which morality abounds

is gquite a way from becoming a reality.

In The Ugvanguished Paulkner makes an interesting statement
concerning the religlon of southern whites and Negroes. Young Bayard
scealts of ths =ize of the wnlte and Negro congrerations when he,Granny,
and Ringo at*end church one Sunday 2during the Oivil War. Both groups
are £73ll and Bayard reminisces adbout when the congregation was much
larzer, The FJoung man also recalls that the Negroes used to dbe ten tinec
aorTe namerous than the whltes. 0 Paulkner deplcts the decline of
organized religion which takes pnlace d.uring the war., !Many teople lose
partial or total falth in God. Thev become disil”isioned with a
Higher Power because of the atroclties which they witness during the
war,for flgnting asalast one's cointriren and seeing death is demoralizing.
Those who uniergo it feel that 'ife has become sordid,zeaningless,and
spiritless,

The southerners feel that thelr cause 1s sacred and,when they are
defeatzd,they fesl that God hns adandoned them. It 1s almost imrossible
to concelve af God's rermitiing the war to end as it 314. The reople

of “ne South seem n0 lonyger to dbe ahle to worship a delty who has

391p1d.,pp.31-"2.
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deserted them in their hour of need, Not only does God favor the
black wman,whose cause the white 2in eonsiders to be "wrong",but God
also favors wuat the Caucasian belleves 1s the wrong race. Faulxner
appears to belleve that southerners can only belleve 111 a God who
blesgses them and no one-édse, :iThey belleve in . a .white man’s 3od and
not 1n a God for all, The author implies that when the southerners
reallze that God does not have thelr human prejudices,they abandon
Him, 42

The Negroes are lost,alone,and need God's sustenance very badly,
but He seems to have forsaken them. The colored people,Faulkner hints,
can no longer worship a delty who lgncree thexr when they truly need
him. They apparently cannot belleve in a God who does not blese them
in the only way they want to be blesséd «—- by a physical and spiritual
vietory over opvression. The Negroes seem to believe that God 1s the
white Tan's God and not the black man's delty., Sluce the Negro 1s
traditionally considered to be an emotlonal and religlous being,he
is affected by this dimlinished religlous falth,and fecls physically
and spiritually defeated. However,1ln having gszlned his frecedom, the
Negro has attalined =2 partlal physical victory, 4s the author portrays
them,the colored people have not completely lost thelr faith in God and,
therefore,not all 18 lost. Hope remains,Paulkzner says,for "...victory
without God 1s mockery and delusion,but that defeat with God 1s not
defeat,"42

later 1n The Unvanouished Faulkner discusses the post-Civil War
atrocities whlich occur at the hands of the vigllantes and at the expense
of the Negro. These southern watchmen are self-autnorized to murder

or mutilate Negroes and to burn thelr homes and crops,for they have no

1nig.
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temporal or divine authority to destroy their fellow man or his property.
The self-appointed guardians apparently believe that the Negroes have
destroyed the order which exlisted prior to the Oivil War and the
vigilantes are,therefore,goling to annihilate them.43 Faulkner intimates
that,in attempting to create order out of chaos, they have produced more
disorder, Faulkner 1s portraying the atmosphere of violence which
perzeated the South, He seems to contend thzt the new order which is
nreeded may best be created by obeying the laws of God and man and not by
making one's own laws, Thus,a solid and virtuouge order may help
reconstruct the South, Tals is,the author seems to bellieve,the best path
to redemption for Paulkner's beloved reglon,for the imunorallty which
perneates the South has become violence.

Faulkner subsequently proposes a solution to the South's dilemma.
John Sartoris utters tae words,but one feels that Faulkner alght say,
"I'm for my land. If every man of youa would reaabilitate his own land,

#44  paulkner loves the Soath and

the cointry will take care of 1tself,
wants, 1t to get back on its feet as soon as possible. He seems to
believe that the way to do tals 18 for everyone to tend only to his ownr
basiness. Faulkner izplies that each iandividual should maliatain algh
morality before he attempts to correct others' imzorality. The efifects
of the Civil War upon the southern populatioa have been devastating

and every person 1as enough to do to care for 7lxself without trying

to help all 1is fellow southeraers, PFaulkner may have in aind the
advice,"The lLord 1elps those who hel) themselves." Thls precept would

certainly apply to the hlghly moral soclety whlich the aiathor seems

to velieve tae South can become. PFailkner nas sesn such dwellings as

Hawkhurst,walch he deplets in Ihe Tnvangulshed. I% is a typleal

“3101d.,p-117.
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soitiern estate which flourilishes and 1s the scene of much napplness,
Religlion,morallty,and gentility are cracticed 1la such a home,as they
are ln many abdodes in the azte-bellun South, The resideats are nealthy,
affluent,and appreclative of the fine arts. The Olvlil War changes all
thls,for the prosperity is gone,23 are *he mea of many families,
However,Failkmner apparently feels “hat,wlth the cooperatlon of all the
southerners who remaln,thelr domaln can be restored and 1ife can attalg
& higher level than thst at which it stood defore the Civil wWar, 1If
southerners 2tillze the lessons which they have learned during that
confllct,existence may reach a new aelzht of virtuousness,

Paalkner's contsntion that the South's decadence 18 moral and
spiritual greatly concerned him wnen he wrote Igtridler in the Dyet
in 1648, Here Paulkner glves his explloit statement concerning all
aspects of the South's problem, One feels taat the prohlem has
solidified in Pailkner's mind 1n the ten years which nave passed sinoce
ae wrote Ihe Jgvanguished. In the earller book Paulkner deals with
the sltuatlon more generally bdbut in the latter book he dlscusses 1t
mors speclflcally, The clot of Inatruder ip the Dust revolves around the
struggle of Oharles ¥allison,a twelve year old boy,and Miss Eunice
Habersham,a seventy ye=ar old woman,to prcve that Lucas Beauchamp, a
proud Negro whose grandfather is white,is innocent of the murder of a
White man.as The fact that only the very young and the very old are
willing to help a downtrodden Negro shaws that the =ajority of
southerners do nost atd thelr black brothers, Most souathern recsidents
are not as youang as Ouick or as o0ld as Miss Habersham,both of whom are
29t reacting a® xost southerners do. The maj)ority of them allow a Negro

{0 de unjustly accused of a marder. The southerners even pernit a Negro

)ASWllliam Paulkner,Intruder 1g the Dust(New York:Tne Modern Library,
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to be lynched for 1t wlthout a trilel,standing by and watching an innocent
man oelng murdered, Tne souatherners appeasr to be unconcerned about
justice when 1t 1avolves a Negro,an 1nfertor being who do2s not deserve
equ2lity before the law, Lucas Beauchamp 18 another nuisance to
eraldlcate, The soittherners appcrently fall to realize that they nust
zmalntaln law and ordsr to restore their regioa. Otherwise the South may
be a worse place to live than 1t was before %the Olvil War.

Chick Malllson,an atypical souatherner,xnows that he owes hils 1life
to Lucas Beauchamp,for the Negro saves the boy from drowning in a pond
one winter dey, Lucas pulls Chick osut of the water,takes the boy to hls
hoze,dries him and his clothes,feeds him,and probably prevents him from
having pneumonia. OChick realizes that Lucas does not nave to do these
things,for he 1s 2 white boy to whom the legro owes nnthing. Lucas
2241d have taken out his hatred of the whlte race on the boy,but he
shooses to treat Chick as a human belng.“6 The Negro has probably never
been treated as such,but he 18 going to treat Chick with the coancern and
dignity wlth whish men s2ould treat one another, Lucas practices a moral
nrinelple which his actions 1aply he would like to see avnlied to
himself and to his race. The Hegro tries to teach the white man morality
by example,but %*he latter Aoes nst learn the lesson. The black man
seems to bhelieve in practiclag the Golden Rule,but the typical southern
white man apparently does nnt. Paulkaer suggests that Chick believes
11 the Golden Rale end does the same thing for Licas that the Negro
ioes for alm. The boy saves the 1life of a fellow human belng. Faulkner
evldently coa%tznds that the Sqath can learn a great lesson from such
cltizens,for the 1innocent and:the wise are wllling to accept and work

with the Negro for tae good of the South,
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Eaulkner implies that only the Negro can release the white man from
the worzl obligations of hYielping the black man recever from the Civil
War. Cnhick Mallison goes to the Jall to see 1f there 1s anythiag ne
can do for Lucas,who informs the boy tnat he waate to have Chick's
lawyer-uncle,Cavin Stevens,d2fend hia. The boy kaows that his uacle
can do eo and feels that he has repaid Iucas for saving his life., Ohilck
later lezrns that he must do 3t11ll more to repay his debt., The boy
knows that he must take more drastic action to fulfill his moral
obligation. It is not enough that Chick secure a coapetent lawyer to
save Imcas' 21fe., He must risk his 1ife to sscure justice for tne
Negro.a7 Chick mu=t exnibit bravery by stopping a modb from lynching
Iracas, He mi1=t be willing to die so that a fellow human being will not
pverish unjustly., Here one feels that Fsalkner has in =ind the Biblical
passage which %tells that the greatest love which mpan can have is to be
willing to forfelt als 1ife for a friend. Young Malllson acts like a
Saristian in practicing s%*11ll aanother Blbllcal principle — that of
being willing to dle so that another may live, Paulkner suggests that
the South ne=ds many more people like Chick 1f 1%t 1s to regaln its
former pride and dignity,without which 1its residents cannot progress
TATRs

After denicting the 'deal soithern gentleman,Faulkner specifically
dascribes hls opvosite,the tyne of man who causes the downfall of the
Soutn. Tals —an 18 under forty,unrarried,homeless,and a member of the
niddile class. The occupations of such a person are varled and he may
be 'menmvloged. He owns a car aad srends money of inknown origin in
New Orleang or Mempals dbrotaels., Such men permeate the South,never

actually organizing or leadlng mobs,bat always wllling to be a part of
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their large core. Thls type of indlvidual composes a large segment of
‘the southern ponialation. He is a ubdblyaitous vagabond wio 1s a reiatively
free man,with few res»onsibilitiea. The wandering soutierner dogs not
nave to worry aboit a hﬁme or famlly. He s only concerned with
1iaself, The Ltinerant -vants nnly to earn ennugh moaey to live as he
wants to live,whlch 1s not ideally. He is erratle,prejudiced,an?
perverted.&g The southern degenerate believes that the free Negro will
steal nis jobs anid he is,therefore ready to szcuelch nim by wmob asaction,
Je Torgets that he wo2ld be unabdle to live his chosen way of 1ife if
the Negro does not handle his white compatriot's respoanasibilities,
The man who helps cause the South's dissolution apparently aaderstands
love only 1in the physical sense of the word and cazanot really like a
person of another conlor. He is a challo: man,who does not seem %o care
vnether or 1ot tae South is reconstructeds Such a man prefers to
subsist 1n his 1amoral rut and seemingly does not reallze that imrroving
tne Soutn 1s a motivation for climding out of 1it.

In saving Luca=z Beauchamp'’s 1ife,Chick Mallison becomes a man,
The traasition 1s rapld and almost unnoticed by Ohlck,who 1s 8o busy
with the rhveical aspects of saving Lucas that he nearly does not
percelve the s irltual metemorphosis wlthin him. Chlck has assured a
great responsihility 4in supporting a man's l'Lfe.l‘9 Chick's sulck actions
ané bravery can save Liacas. He willl indeed need great courage,for Chick
faces the punishrment of an angry mo». By helping a Negro and violatling
a grave,Crlck hzs com~itted two of wnat the scatherners consider major
crines, He may even be killed if <he mob catches him. Chlck,70wever,
av;e:rs vo £aow that he 1s doing the right thlag aanad never falters. ie

rezlizes wnzt he zust do to accowplish it. The young man must overcome
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the great physical obstacles of the nocturnal jourzney and of 1lifting the
casket from the grave., Paillkaer seemlngly belleves that thls would
pravent men sf greater physlcal stature from helping Lucas,but Calck
cubdues his fears and prooeeds. Young i2lllscn persevercc,eadures,and
trianphe over :the forges of z2vildl. He nmay vaysically be only %twelve
vedrs old,but,the author implies,he is s~ iritually and nmorally a man,.
®zulkner belisvss that the South needs many more such morzl men to
2elp her transcend the evlil withln her soul.

Chieck's sitiatlion portrays a lack of humaa identity ou the part of
zany yroung soutneraers, Ohieck Mallison sees peobdle arsund im whose
gkin is thaz same 20lor as hle aad who speak the same language as he does,
Some of them even bear the same nawme =s ne does,but nhe apprarently does
not feel that they are als kin., Oemmunic«ilon between them has broken
down and will soon be destroyed comoletely, Onick seems to want to tell
thew that tnelr attitude toward and treetment of Negroes is wrcng. Young
M2llison apparently also wishes to convince them that they are lustilling
immorality in thelr children.?® Faulkner intimetes that Chick 1s one
cf the few southern ycungsters who have been tsught morallity and the
viing ran cannct seen te understand why anyone would teach hls children
to des:vise his felleow man. Chick seemingly bellieves that everyone shnould
learn to love his brothers, I feel that ne does not understznd his eidars
and als elders 3o not undercstand nim. They éannot,therefore,reciprocally
coemrunicate “cw they feel and notnlng worthwhile can be accomplished
with a lack of commuaicaticn, Therefore,the South will not very soon
or very easlly restore 1lteself, Paulkaner portrays how young southerners
try Lo rebulld the pride and digalty cf the Soath,bdbut thelr elders tear

1% down. Infortunataly,the yoo are odtnun 8 na a
1L K Jafortunatcly, the youn sters are outnumbered and ve
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d1fficult task in trylng to reconstruct thelr region. Failkner intirates
tazt they need the hels of the elder southerners in order to succeed,for
they cannot do 1t alone., It takes the cooperation of both groups to
¢reate a durable moral atmosphere,

The suthor suggests that Chick feels that another reason the South
resists the North 18 that,sisce the Yankees have tried to free the Negro
end have falled,tne soitherners themselves must free the black rran,
Faulkner intimates that 1f the northerners cause the complete freedom
of the black man,it will seem forced,insincere,and will be more physical
than spirltuzl »r moral. Unless the soithern whites free him,the Negro
w1ll fcel th=>t his liberation is a nominal one,1s incomplete,and may not
be pertanent, Faulkner avpparently hores that the northeraers' allowling
the scithernerse to liberate the colored people willl »revent further
violent mob =ction.91 I believe that the shame will still be there,bat
thet 18 what sout'aerners must endure for what they 41d to the Negro.
Bventually the Negro willl have the same rignts as the white man., This
will taxe ti-e,effort,and patience an? will 2ot “appen immediately. The
black man apvpears to belleve that 1t can be acconrlished sooner than it
{s humanly rossible faor it to hapren. The northerner eeemingly has
forgotten that the strong emotlons whlch this sitaa+tlon ralses are hard
to eradicate. Faulkner intinates that 1t 18 a change whlch must take
rlace from within rather than from without,

Faulkner attributes the Negro's ability to endure mental and pavsical
torture to his catlence,vision,and a love of the simple things of 1life.
411 he wants 1s "a 11ttle of raslc (1is owa),a hearth,not his child but
zny caild,a God a 1eaven which a Tan may avail himself a little of at

any time without having to walt to dle,a 1little earta for his own sweat
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to fall on amoag his own green shoots and plants."22 The Negro apparently
has a love of beauty,a love of people,and a love of God. Faulkner
inplles that these are the moral attributes which enable a man to
withstand the most tremendous pressures whlch 1l1fe can nlace uvon im.
They bulld the strong character which the Negro needs to suarvive anywhere.
The important word here 1s,I belleve,"love",the most durable of emotions
and the one whloh acoomplisies the most good. Faulkner suggests that
soutverners are fllled wlta hatred toward the Negroes and Yankees and
nave inculcated 1t in taeir children. The South's present is dismal aand
1ts future does not look any brighter,unless its young veozle can be
taui;nt to love their neipabors, The southern wnhnites,Paulkner seems to
belleve,must acyilre patlence,vision,and a love of simple things and bde
able to live pescefully witn thelr colored brethren,

We have secn the cnroaocloglcal progression of Paulxner's thought
from the 1moplicit to the explicit between 1929 and 19498. The movement
begins with Sartoris,where Paulkner contends that the southern white's
fatlure to nosurlsh elther the attitude tuat the Negro deserves his
freedom,or the coateatlon that he does ast 1erit lliberation,initiates
the dissoYutlion of the Soath, Here Paulknzer also iatimates that somne
peornle feel that the Clvll War was nurvcogeful and that othuers helieve
it was rnurpocgeless. White soatherners,faali<ners liaplies,htave rut vride
above concern for tnelr fellow man, PFaualkner also avncarently belleves
tnat tne so:t ern white's at:titides will aake southera recoastructlon
31£lcalt. In Lizbt Lo Az=ast (1932) the resder discerns all of those
concects and some others. One of these 1-volves the use of Joe Ohristmas
and Gail Higatower as synbisls of tne meaniagless lives of aany southerners,
Fa:lner mey belleve %1t 3 good man cannot floarish in the evil of

soutinern soclety.




In Absalom,4dbsalom! (1936) Paulkner preseats us with most of his
earlier views about the South's downfall in addlti»sn to some new ones,
Through the person of Thomas Satpen,Faulkner conveys a new slant on the
type of man who helrs the South's dissolution. This is a man who 18
amoral,naterialistio,and searching for soclal dominance. He not only
leads a meaningless 1life but also may cause the lives of those 1n hls
family to be insignificant. In The Ynvapaalened (1933) Paulkner
introduces the additlonal 1deas tha* the southerners must salve thelr
own oroblems,wlthout northern interference,that man is a produazt of
his environment,and that the Negro's educatlon should equal that of
the whlte man, Here the author also expreszes hls apparent bellefs
that most sctherners ere seeningly religlously dislllusloned,and that
the solution to the Soutn's dilemma liles 1n everyone =lading his own
basiness. Bec=use nost of the ideas exrressed 1n the four earlier booiks
are found in Intruder ilpn ihe Bust (1943),I provose that thls book 1s
the most exzlicl?t of those works which I have consldered in this vaper,
Of the five,lntrudsr in tae Dusi 1s the book whlch contalns Raulkner's

clezrest over-z2ll aporalsal of the South's moral and social dissolutlon.
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