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INIPIARING A HOME VISITATION PROGRAM
SECTIQN I~-INTRODUCTICN

POSE of the paper: The purpose of this paper is to
prma» background meterial to the teacher who would dare
t0 beeoms & home visitor and $o provide him with a handbook
a8 8 soures of information and treining for such a task,

JEED for the paper: Where does the home stop and the
sohool begin in the growth end education of the ohild? The ed-
uoation of almm auhwa. ohildren is a mmmmnty shared
by home and schoel. Ming to aceomplish mutual purposes and
ammm fage~-to-faoe mxatimhipn ia negessary to implement
this mutual responsibdility.’

In m;r %0 :um this mutual mmaitbi:wsy it is
neoessary to have good home~schoel relations. There are two
broad goals of home-school relations which need to be ao-
complished: (1) "Po bring about a better understanding, be-
tmm tmnhera and p&wma, a:t m't Mw are like; and
(2) wo bring about & bhetter mﬁwmmm betwsen teachers
and parents of good edusation."?

When these goals of good home-scheol relations are
aohieved, parents and teachers work together as a united
team, The task is to keep welding a tighter parent-teacher



teanm and to keep that team in shape and on the job continucusly.
The more unity there is, the more the c¢child will benefit.

The truth for home-achool relations is: "Love my child,
end I will love you."> A parent is ever ready to sacrifice
his needs in behalf of his children's. Thie is the parent
you work with in home-sshool relatiens--he ocarries a prized
pioture in his pocketbook, a Mp .:m the hear$, & warm love,
and & great good wish for youngaters. Feel the same love,
and that prent is your friend. Show your interest and your
love, and that parent is on your side.*

The love each parent feels for his child mekes him want
the best for that child., ZParenta' love for their children
creates a latent eagerness to do tha right thing and to
aeemmﬁa with all who seek their children's well-being.
Everything you do in home-school relations touches on sacred
80ll~-on the child gnd on the parent himself. In this field,
tresd lightly. You are not talking about the westher, but
about parents' mlm, parents' efforte, and parents' hopes.>

Parents are eager 1o keep in touch with what is going on.
The youngsters go to school early in the morning and oome home
late afternoon. Wwhat goes on? Wwhat do they do? How do
they act? How do they get along with others? The child-
ren tell & little; the rarent guesses & littlej and reports
and materials brought home convey a little. But, if you




have a child, if you love that ohild, there is a thrill in
knowing fully. Thia is your youngster's life and you went

to share in it, DJarents accept the fact that a child must

be away for a large empunt of time. They are deeply grateful,
howwer; vwhen they are not kept in the d&rit.’é

It is essential that parents end teachers fully trust
each other, and they must be able to agree on & definition of
£o0d eduecation. In order for the sehool to do 2 Job of gquality
eduocation, it mist bave easential information about the child,
The home must help the school to understsmd the ohild and the
aspirations his pavents have for him, Only when mutual trust
and understending exist will home and mchool find their oreative
energies, unplagued by doubis, arguments, and snspmim; re-
leased to work for ah&mﬁ

ne averme to be explored to help release these creative
energies is that of home visits, In the United States thou-
sands of home viesits are mrde by elementary and secondary
teachers each year.

One parent in Chio asks, "'Just what's the idea of all
these home vigite, anyway? Do teachers want to see what kind
of furniture we have?'"®

" '¥o, but we would like to get better acquainted with
the parentas and try to understand our students better, 1nd
replies Mercedes Petry.



In order to understand the students better it is
necessary that the teacher see his pupils in a variety of
situations to recognize the diverse facetas of each child's
life. It is important that the temoher know each pupll in
relation to his total environment. Probably the strongest
foroe in a ochild's life is his home environment where person-
ality traits and attitudes have their roota. Home visits
oan provide the teasher with valuable information about those
relationships with members of his family that influence and
form the pupil's relationships with members of his olassroom,
thereby leading to better understanding of the pupil as a
person and the reagons for his general behavior,

This understanding enables the teacher to meet the pupil
at his point of need with learning experiences and soeial
adjustment tesiniques to equip him for a gatisfying and
produotive life.

However, & mutual responsibllity for the welfare and
education of the ehild should be shared by the psrent and
the teacher. A key word here should be oommunication. 10
Home and school must awﬁm% by commmicating with each other
in the following wayas

1o by maintaining a flow of information about
the child from the home to the school.



2. by supplying a flow of information sbout the
school, its polioies, and operations, from the
school to the home.

B providing riedia progreass reports of
pupil aahﬁvmm from 'sha sahool g"t he home.

aouli SIS RN TP fen -

It can readily be seen that one way of implementing this
two-way commmiocation between hame and school would bde the
home visit, At this point many teachers temd to agree, but
will also shrink baok from the situation, saying, "I think it
is a good idea, dut I dom't know how to go about making &
suco#seful home visit.® The body of thie paper will deal
. with juat that situation. A handbook to be used by the home

visitor will be found in Appendix A. 7This handbook

developed from previous experience of the author, ressarch, and

purusal of other handbooks.



SECTION JI~-HOMR VISITATION PROGRAM

If a program of home visite were considered for a given
achool, the first step in establishing such & program would dbe
to launch & study to assess the present relationship of the
home to the school.

After evaluating the study made to ascertain the areas
of home-school relationshlp needing improvement, & home viasita-
tion program should be estadlished to meet those needs.

Pirst, the visit should solicit from the parent a willing
commitment to kaep the teacher informed throughout the year
oonderning the needs and moblems of the child. "“Parents
know their individusl ehildren. They know thelr strengths,
the budding mtmats; the begimning inclinations that mrk
one child off from all others. They cam recite the intimate
details of & child's pas$s his fears, illnessmes, the exciting
experisnces, the good and the bad that mde the ohild what
he is today."'! of sourse, the visit iteelf will bring sush
enlightenment; nonetheless, the contimuing cooperstion of the
parent in this regard is of vital importance. In most cases,
the parent, ever ready to saorifioce his needs in behalf of
his child's, will eagerly elly with & teacher who showe by
home visitation his sineere concern for the benefit of that
oh114,%? The aim, then, is to weld & parent-tescher team.




Second, the visit should provide the parent with in- |
formation adout the sehool, its goals, policies, and operations.
As wag stated earlier the youngater goes to sdhool early in
the morning and comes home in late aftermnoon. He tells a
l1ittle; the parents gueas & littles and the reports and me-
terials brought home convey a little. Too many times the
*1ittle" that the parent knows about the sohool is distorted
as 1t is brought o him through the immature eyes of his child.
Warped information ¢an bhe worse than no informmtion, produce
ing suspicion and antagonisnm,

The best way %o avold suspielion and antagonism and
eatablish mutusl trust is to supply the parent with full
snawers %o his every question~-~ineluding those unasked,

. In this gense, the temcher must remember that he is a
representative of the school. The English spoken, the
evidence of general intelligenee, and the ability to give
information on the total school wrogram--all contribute to
the suocess ar failure of the oall. As a result of the eall,
the parent will form opinions of the fairness, thoe open~
mindod.na.ss; the mltum. the humanity of the teacher, and the
affectivenesas of the aschool in educating his child. 13

Third, the vieit should elicit from the parent a willing-
ness to contact the sohool 8s soon as speeial prodblems are
observed and should give the parent assurance that, in cease



the problem ie discovered by school personnel, the same
aourtesy and cooperation will be extended from school to home.
The preceding points out that to plsn & progrem of home
%&tatim; ways must be found to establish deyendable commune
ioation 1ines between school and home. |
A plan of home visitation can be devised and set forth
on paper, bub putting that plan into action is quite a different
matter, It would probdadbly be adviesble for the school systenm
%0 provide a supervisor to help implement this plan.
The firet and most important task of the supervisor
with sugh & plan is to SELL THE TEACHER! JIf home visitation
18 0 be miecessful, the vieitor must dogmtically believe in
the value of the mission. To bring about the level of en-
| thusiam. the supervisor must demenstrate beyond question
four points of benefit established by home visites
1. The benefits received by the teacher.
2, The benefits gained by the school.
3., The Ybenefits producsed for the parents.
4. The benefits given the ¢hild.
In selling the program, it is important to be aware of
the differences in "building personality" from one faculty
to another within & unit, Thus, it is advisable to present
the "pitoh™ to one school ataff at a time,



Another pit#all the superviscr must anticipate is extreme
rigidity of program. What will be effective with one group
of temchers may fail with another. This does not mesn that
the mrogram should be allowed to lose its shape through dis—
integration of the main structure, only that there be enough
flexibility to mmke it adaptable to each school. Such flexi-
bility will make the tesk of selling much easier for the
supervisor.

The second supervisory atep in implementation is to
equip the feacher. Bvery ealesman knows the value of well
designed, colorful sales aids that present his product in é.
clear and foreeful manner. A student-parent's handbook pre-
gsented by the vimiting teacher would have "ice hreaking®
velus while providing impoftant informetion for the mrent~—
information that could be referred %o again and again to
answer guestions that might otherwise result in conflioct.

& third move in implementation is %o ¥rein the teacher.
An important part of this training ie to prepare s manual of
instruction. @M Appendix Q In this b@aklw; the henefits
of home visitation should be clearly rresented as an intro-
duction that sells the program. The rerminder should ocontain
correct methods of visitation. |

To help further in training, & workshop or seminar might
be conducted using outmide speakers who have had experience
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in home visitation. Also, they oould suggest role playing as
an effective meens of praectice for home visitas,

The various building principels muat he thoroughly
oriented to the progrem and taught to implement it through
thelr teachers,

The final step is to actually gsend the %escher., It im
here that the supervisor must be prepared to meke some ad-
ministretive adjustmente. "Some schools went all the good
they can wring out of heme-school relations. ...but...not...
enough to mke any major readjustmenta. They are glad %o talk
about working with parents, When it comes to the doing,
they went the easy way out.* 14

For example, the words "heme wisit” ean be said ina
| flash, but the time involved in visiting every pupil's home
may oonsume mEny hours, PFarseeing is the supervisor who will
makte gschool time awvailable for visitation just as emsoien-
tioualy 28 he plans for institutes and workshops. Perhaps
half-day blocks of time early in the year oould be given the
tesoher for home visitation by peying substitute teachers. 'S
Other procedures may better sult a partioular school unite-
the point is that the already overloaded teacher should not
be expeoted to work home visitation into his orowded time
schedule.
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_ Purthermore, there is the guestion of transportation.

Is the visitor expected to use his own oar without remmer-
atiom? Perbaps a aschool auto ocould be provided for visitation.
In any case, the supervisor must plsn to meet this responsi-
bility to the teacher,

Other points of a similar nature may confront the super-
visor, foraing frequent readjustment, Thus, the ward flex~
ibility must be re-emphasized, A school sammot expect to
implement 2 new conoept and still ge aleng in the “way we've
always done it,"

After the visits are made, if there are no provisiens
for oonserving the informetion and benefite gathered from
each oall, the program is as ineffective as the foolish hem
" in this anscdote.

(noce upon & time there was & hen who gathered
corn to fill her heuse., She worked hard and spent
much time and effort getting in the tender yo
kernels, She amtaa them as she brought them in
and put the tally on a board. She encouraged all
her friends to help her. But at the baok of her

house was & hole, and an evil vat carried away corn
as fast as she m@x& it in, X

"Why,* asked a friend, "don't you plug up the
hole? Aren't those kernels the rat garries away
worth as mush as the new ones you gather?™

“"How cen I take ocare of that? It takes all my
time and emergy to get the corn inp*

What are some methods the supervisor can include to
conserve the benefite of home visitation? Ppipgt, he can
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provide the teasher a visitation report form on which to re-
cord his findings. The report, y&afwaéhly made in duplicate,

should contein such queations as:

1. Is the &t&t‘u&& of the parent toward the
sehool a good one?

2. Is the relationahip between the parents and

the child a healthy one?
3. What kind of home euviro

nve?
4« VWhat ppecisl needs does the pupil seem to
have?

5. Do you have any suggestions for bettering the

home-school relaticnships of this family?
6. VWhat plan of aotion was

ment does the child

pd upon by the
parents and teacher to be of mt £t ta tge ehild4?

With the visit made and the report prepared, the next
step for the supervisor is to provide adequate housing for
the informetion. ZXach teacher shoaild have immediaste socess
to these reports in oxder to reocall the impressions formed
during the visit; thus, one copy should be kept in a file

in the school bullding where the prineipal msy also mi® use
of it. The seocond oopy should be availadle to the supervisor
who must also meintedn a file., In this ranner, he may evelu-

ate the progrem from time to time, reoognise a problem

family through reports en various pupils from one family,

end evaluate the attitudes and efficienoy of the verious
teaschers in his oare.



SECTION III~~SUMMARY AND RE

Current attacks on eduostion make it more desiradble than
ever thet parents get to inow teachers as individusls who are
earnestly trying to serve the beat interest of the pupils in
their classes. Parent-teacher meetings do not reach the oritios
who do not attend. Home visits do. However, teachers often
resist visiting their pupils' homes because they fear they won't
be weleome or they don't know how to go about meking the visit.
This paper hae provided plane for initieting a home visitation
progren in & achool system. In addition, a hendbook for the
teacher to be used as & gulde for suscesaful homs visits has
besn ineluded.

If home visite haye never been conduoted in your school
system, formuilate & definite plan of aotion end work the plan.

In summayy, if a sucoesaful home visitation plan is
@mmﬁﬁg in & sebool one may heart

"Palking with parents has helped me to understand each
child a little better.®

“After the home visite were made, a survey was conducted
end all parents thought they were worthwhile and preferred
them to conferences at the sschoolhouse.”

"As & result of home visits, a degree of sympathy was
developed for the children. This sympathy did not cause

13
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gtandards to be lowered or demands for improvement to be
diminighed. It becsme orysital eclear that ... an entire re-
adjustment be made of my oconcept of teaching. There was moare
to the ohild's world than his hours in my olassroom.”'?

Complaints like these~-"1 am Yoo busy to ocome up to
school,” or "My Johnny is a good boy, the other boys are pioking
on hin,"'® became less and less frequent when the teacher
vigited.

Home vigitetion is not offered as & penmces. It will not
solve all the problems between sohool and home. It ie highly
probable that it will not work for all teachers. However,
~1f we are, as one pringipel put it, "dedicated to the pro-
position that thege are our children; that out of them, if
we work hard and intelligently enoungh, ean and will come
great men and wonen,"'? we must of mecessity consider this
approach.
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Chapter 1

U/I\/y Vigot ¢

o

The scheol recognizes the role of mrents
in the cducative process. Both the home und
school shure rcppnnulblllty in the devol)gmvnt
of the child. A varent who wnderstondcs the ain
of the school in relation to his own child eun
be an active partner in the school vrogrum. In

order to mke parents active gartnera, individ-
ual parenu—tewuhcr conferences in the form of
home visits are needed in eddition to the report
card.

Jeveral years age a note from the toucher
requesting the opportunity to vicit a child's
home meant sure troubles DZut, todaJ this ie
no longer truu. Thoue notes carry the cor
nototion: "Let's be partners in this business
of cducation. If we do our jobg well, your
child will profit most of all."

These visiting conferences provide 2 two-
way exchange of information about a child. It
generally will be a supplement tc the report
card, and can be much more revealing and cf-
fective,

o

Lfter one or two successful home vigits,
the parente will eagerly aweit the next vicitor.
They like the feeling of playing a deeper role
in their child's education and training. Their
child likes the idea, too. He likes to feel
that his teacher and his parents are tenamed
together "Sor™ him rather than workang at cross-
purposes "againsl” hime.



The expericnced vizitor knows thot time
gspent in the students' homes is reclly time
saved, because it helos to eliminate mony
probliens i1n the classrooms. The student really
becomes an ally of the teacher since he was
willing to care enough to visit his home,

Ls a matter of fact, the whole school
system benefits from an effective home visita-
tion program. The public relations valuc alone
pays rich dividendse. It is amazing how mony
fuvorable things purents soy cbout a teucher,
princiyal, a scnool, cr a school system witich
they Lowe cone to uwederostond wad Le o ronl oty

EE AN



o CHECK THE BENEFITS

—--reccived by the teacher:

*A building of trust, in both mrents and
children becuuse the tezcher is o humon being
whio carcgs enough about thie child te vicit his
femily.

*Oboerving znd talking about the child at
home helps the teacher understond him better.
The avent, being at home, is 1likely 1o do rore
tulking about the c¢hild's behavicer arnd actititudes
in the home. Home and school are complemernter
leurning environmentse rarents and teacher
shire responsidbility far keeping tracl of where
2 child is in hiz learning, kneowing what he can
do and what he can't and vhat his interests are.
This sharing is more likely to occur in the hone,

*Acguaintance with the family may offer
clues to why the parents raise the children as
they doe

*The teacher is respected as an expert
and will be acsked by the parents wnat they cwn
dv to help with their child's learning. This
gives the teachier an cpportunity to explain
hiz goals and expectations with the rarents
wiile geing over ways the parents can helpe.
Also, the teacher may be able to help prents
enrich the heme as & learning environment for
their children.

*The tcacher will goin many insights into
the develcepmental stages of the children.

*The teacher can know and understoand the
pupils better by sceing them in their own
environnento.



*The teachier will have o longer time to
lecuss any problem with the perentc.

*The teacher can work mcere LffCCtht]J if
bhe Imewe the out—=of-ccheol experiencces of the
studentec.

*There will be more of a f2ow of infor-
mation sbout the c¢hild to the teucher.

*The teacher ray discover that some children
are doing o wonderful job in scheol in the fuce
£ clmest overwhelming oddse.

*A visit des troy the idea of blaming
troubles on the teacher because "the teccher
doesnt't like me" when he has cpent his own
time visiting his hone.

*/. working relationship will be ecstablich-—
ed with tle purents so both teacher ol parents
may understand and respond to the nceds of the
child.

*Vigite will eliminate remorks such oz,
"The %uMCH(f as a whole %re not concerned
cnougn about their students! vork, cttitude,
cnd welfare. Very uchOm do they contuct the
rarent to tallr things over, and th; porent moy
never know of things that could hoive boen
corrected.™

*Through the vizgits a relationchip moy be
establiched with the parents so ac to influ-
ence them to try other wg ayse of guiding the
Chi 1d L]

*arents and teachers become a united
u(’\lm °



*The child will come alive to the tewcher,
g0 the progran can be tailor made to fit cuch
CELi ld .

*oome tcachor cke vicits becenuse they
feel thet their work i" lightened in the ]onv
Irune.

*The teacher gains in physiczl and mentul
health because there are fewer problens.

-—-gained by the school:

*The scheol will gain intelligent suppoert
from the community.

*Lxperimentael mregramc are more likely to
be supported by parents wiio have becen visited.

*Necessary administrative Pcrms to be filled
out will te completed more willingl;

“r'nt; will no longer fear the wauthority
of the school when they become a team pariner.

*Tarents' attitudes toward school will be
positive and since the child's attitude is a
reflection of his parents, his attitule towars
the schcol should &l so be more positive.

*Lecs time is spent defending before bbhs 31
administraters practices the teacher rosorie.
to in coascs of unsympathetic and unremenctra 1n;
paren '

*The cchool policies are less likely o
be attaci=d by parents.



~=produced for the parents:

L more pogitive attitude on the part of
his ehild will be observable.

*The child will bec cager to attend school
where he Inmows the teacher thinks of him as an
individual.

*2arents become a purt of 2 united teum
working for the full development of their
~child.

*Happier home relations recult because the
boys and girls are better adjusted and more
successful in their wschool environment.

~-=-given the child:

*There is a richer, fuller, more nourish-
ing life, in schcol and out, thon would other-
wise be cpen to him.

°There is more consistent guidence in
school and cutls therefore, the child stonds a
better chonce of living up to the peak of hisg
POWETS o

*When parents and teachers agrec on good
cducaticn, cnildren experieciize the consictency
of treatment needed for their full developmente

*The child comes alive to his teacher.
*The school progran will be tuilor-mude
for every single child including his interests,

his strengths, and his needs.

*Tre ehild will be better adjucted und
more guccessful in his schicel environmente.



*There 1ig apt to be lcecos physical aad
rentul illnecss among the children becuuse of
successful expericncese.

*Stundards of schoel and home tovard the
ciiild vre likely to be more in agreement.

*Better learning c¢limete will be exper-
icnced by the child «t home and schocel.



chapter 3

d|

PLEASE p
00T How to Make that
€0 Home \fisit

Al

Nunj teachers will readily agree that tre
idea c¢f thic home visit ic a geod onec. dowever,
the firot q ucgtion that ccmes to mind i5--"1HCV
do T go about moking o home vici$?” Thia
section iz included to help those teachers who
will dare to take that initiative.

Home visits are to estulblish a friondly
r01¢v10n0-~ﬁ and develop @ mutaal interecd,
trust and understonding; thereforo, they sheuld
nov ke arranged or carried cut in o brisk,
businceco=lile way as o ¥ind of profescionnd
obligation. DRather, the cpproach ic one guite
siniler to wvisits one malies to new neig chrers,

+

new colleigues, or other friends arnd ccegunint-
ances.

It is iﬁportﬁni that the teacher goes
with & gnnu1:e deaire to get acqaukntod with
someonc who 1s proity 1mnorta“t in the 1life of
the ¢hidld he teoches, and demonstrotes his ine

terest in ithet child.

Home vicits should never be forced on
parents. A choice ahiculd be given to the
parents ctating whether uJCJ prefer & horme
vigit or sanc cthier type of conferenco. In tho
event that o home visit ic proferred thic sheuld
rnever be o surprise vicit., Turents o VU the
risht to lmew when the teacher vd‘? be coming
snd indicute the time that ;uc“ vicitowill o

mest conveniente A1l vioits drauld be cehodule




co that the purents know ot least one day in
acvances  Schiedules chould be worked cul to
honor a ccertein time and date desired by 2
prarent.

Waem the teucher arrvives at the here she
should be warm and friendly to the parents,
It would be well to find scmetling to be com-
plimentory ubﬁut—-ptskibly & pleuvure, dramxs,
ctee Thic ic to put the parent ot ¢2oc ond
feel the teacher really is a friend. L werd
of caution here would be, never show Sisguct
or astenichment ot any “”1CV\Ly surrcanlings.
goste qulyvhomc mzy be only & temporury con=
ition; friendskip is forcver.

Llvays acsure the parents of your interest
in thedir childs ISnecourcge perents to tolik,.
Listen and ooelk to understand the reacsons feor
their vicvpoints. Dresent evidence of the
child's cduestional progress.  Lxpress an-
preciation for the gxccnt“' contribvutions
thie purils! well-being and educctional ce-
corrlighments. IL the cnild's difficv’t‘ﬂ*
zie discussed, interpret them as normal limi-

tations and assure porants tlot mere progress

can be made. Invite parents'! help, but avoid
comment which may be interpreted as criticiusm
of a pupil or an inference that you lack con-
fidence in hime.

4
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The outcome of the vigit is entvirely the
teacher's responcibilitye.



Chapter 4

 Questions Pavents and
Teachers 0\9\\*

QUESTIORS PARBNTS MIGHT ASK
he zhould in

*Is my child doing as well as r
schocl? ,

*WVhat group is he in, and why?

*vhat subjecets will my child te studying

this year?
*llow 1s he getting along in the iadiviiuw
subjects?

works (Be surce to

*Tay I zsee some of his
of werk done in

hieve severel senmples
various subjectse)
*Hew much emphasis is placed cn reading,
writing, and arithmetic?

*what are some of the pertinent schoo
rules and procedures?

*Does my child get aleong with the other
childron? :

*Wnit are your discipline policies?

et
avey you?

*Docs he respect the rights and proporty

fu

*Doeys my chil

Y R T
of otherst
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*would you please explain your grading
aystem?

*live you noticed any specinl iaterostn,
apvitudes, cr abilitics in my chill?

A
b is my ehild's IQ7 dxpelain in terms
of avurage, above average, chce 3e sure
b

you know your dis strict's ﬁo icy on ri-
leasing information about IQ corcs.}

‘“o" can I help my child to leurn?

A owerd of caution to the teccher about the
language you usé in answering the po ro“ts'
questiong—=use words perents understand, not

your nrofessional jnfgcn!

QUESTIONS TEACHER MIGHT ASK

*What do you most wont the school to dn
for ycur child? ~

vnot cecm to you to be his ctrongest
»oints, his grectect wooete?

*In what iz he most interested?

*In what arcas do you think he noeds the
4O

most helps

~d A

to know «bout nim?

*Is there anything clse you would 1l us

*Lre there any woys in which you think
that you might hﬂﬁ ug, or we might helyn
you, to do whatever will be best feor him

ovmat 1o the a¢hild's resronse to rulcos
and regalations in the hnwoo

-



ovhivt dicceipYine work:s best with the child
at nome?

*Dees he have uny home respensibilitics?

*Docs he have o suitable place to rend or
. 1-«)
Weric®



Chupter 5

Conferences at Home

Auny Q‘"*ut~oa‘v}v“ conference begins where
other reporting methods end. The arent hoas
vory s?ccia] understondings of what the c¢hiild
ig like 2t honme. The teoochor has an 1nw bt of
what the child is like ot school. Jith thooc
two perepectives in focus, everybody gl:n,~-
spccia“gd the child,

Tndividuanl conferences held ot hone ro-
quire muiceh mreparation. £ they are well rlomed
and ceondunted, the yarents will recdily wele-
come your wresence againe. These visits han
both you ~nd the parents understond the chila,
and should result in cooperative planning for
the child.

-Preparing the Child

The ehild in school often serves ao
"special delivery"™ boy tnking the note to his
parcntc 2bout the home visite IHe will probotly

ring the answer back. However, he choxld hwave
nore of a rolr than o postmne. Il chould Xmoy
that the sole 2im of the visit is to Leln him,
To alluoy cny wpprehencion, ok over the vicits
with your pupils soveral days ahead of tine,
You mi;hyb apsl, "Jitt do you think T sheuld

1k aboul with your parentst™  Then you might

13



shiare some of the things you plun to tallk
about withh the parentoe.

—-=Preparing the Parents

Parents want to hear about their child,
but at the some time they are cometimes afraid
of what the tcucher muy ony. The viscit will
be about the child, but ruarents often feel it
is really o reflection of themsclves that may
not alwnys do them justicce. lHere cre sone
ways te help prepare the mrents.

*Coafirm the home visit aprointment with
a letter containing questions to guide the disg-
cassione De sure to state that the pareants
should fecl free to use all, part, or noons of
the gquestions, as they seec fit. This helpe
put the puorents at ease and avoides the sometinmes
"ayhkward” first few minutes.

*s brief newsletter might be sent to par-
ents explaining whet the conference at hone 1s,
vhy you chose it, what parents can contribute,
et information they can expect to get, and a
list of posszible topics for discussione.

*l.et the parents know in advance you are
on a schedule and how much timec is cet aside
for your visit to their home. (Usually fiftcen
to twenty minutes is sufficient. Don't over-
stay!)

—-=Preparing Yourself

You will want plenty of information about
cach papil in your claose Study the curmulative
record Tolders and mke any notes on cords to
tolke with youe You chould know cach child's

14



ability in terms of average, supericr, aund 50
one. (Mirentec normally have trouble iaterpreting
IQ's accurately). Be recdy to share with the
mrent whether his child is worlidng up to groade
level and where he is strong and weal.

*Trenare o folder of each pupil's work
to give vo the mmrents. Include cumples of
work donc from the very beginning until the
time of the visit. You could write a brief
comment on the ocutside of the folder about the
child's progress.

*Talie & check sheet of the various skills
and attitudes you want to discuss during the
ViSito

*For the more cdventurcgome, consider
making & tupe recording of cach pupll's work
during a reading 10 seone arents will alw“ys
went te hesr their ehild reads This meokes a
Sood icebreuker ior the discuscicn.

*Be sure to allow encuch time between
visits to £fill out your evaluation sheet and
melie any special notations pertinent to the
visite.

-=Visitation Techniques

Be sure to arrive con time, introcduce your-
self if you are strangers, and make a favorable
comment aboul the home. This is to put the
parcnt at ecse.

*ilxprece appreciation for heinb irvited
into their home to talk about working together
for their child's benefit. DBegin--ond cnd—-
the vigcit with o positive cornent abeout the

child.

15



*Try not to talie notes during the vicit.
Complete the evaluation sheet immediutely after-
wWa I‘d Y

*Ee truthful, bul remember you are tulking
to a prent about his moct precious rosscssion.
Be tecetfule Try to put yourcelf in the rareni's
place and imgine whet effect your remirks will
havee

*2oen't get bogged down in generclities.
Be specific about what their child ic or is
not deinge.

“hen you fecl it nececsary te offer uug-
gectiong to the porents it ic vige to of fer
alternatives so the parents may decide which
to use. :

¢TIt is important to find out how the
parente tihink and feel about their chiild.

*if ¢ parent tells you why he thinks a
child acets a certain way, accept it but direct
the conversation to other possible causes.

*Avoid any tinge of an argument.

*Be on your guard for any signs of emction,.

*If ceriein prr.oaul facts are divulged
Lo you, assure the arents that your prefescion
requires you to chu all information avout
pupils and porents COnleﬁﬁululo

*Concentrate on two or three uﬂluou on

wiiich you and the purents can work together
1o help the child.

16



*2¢ careful how you handle & comaent about
a rrevious teacher the child hiad.

*chow @ wide renge of the child's worke.
Hopefully, you can show how the work has im—
proved or chungede

*Use¢ terms that parents can wnderstond.

°WWhen you feol thot you have covered all
the arcec you planned to diccucs, thank the
rerents for the opportunity of visiting with
them in thceir hone,

ecummarize the mojor areas discuused.

e..gree upon the action needed and the
steps to be followed.

*Derart with ¢ cmile and an invitation to
vicit school anytinmc.

17



Inmmediately following your vicit with the
1

o "Visita-

parents, you will want to complete t
tion Report Forme' This form is to be completed
in duplicate--cne for your file and cne for the
building principal. ‘

Icld a conference with the child the
followving deye Let him know his strengiths cud
weakneoscs which were discussed. Lupnlain how
you und his parents plen to work together for
his benefit.

As a follow-up contact with the marents,
send o chiort note of thonks and include wddi-
tional svogestions on low you plan o help
their c¢hild learn and hopefully enjey cchool,

At thwe end of the yeor you might oond a
letter cummuricing your home visit and the
rrogress and weclnesses of the childe This
stinulates scheool=parent relations and my
help the child's next teacher. A carbon of the
letter should be put in the child's cumulative
f(lldero

13



4.

(&3]
.

VIZCITATION RETORT IPCRIM
(Make in duplicate)

Is the attitude of the porent toward the
schocl a gocd one?

o the relationship between the parents and
the chiild & healthy one?

ot kind of home environmment does the
child have?

what special needs does the pupril secem to
have?

Do you have any suggestions for bettering
the home-school relationships of this fomily®

What plan of action was agreed upon by the
parents and teacher to be of moct beneflit
to the child?

19
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