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     The board of the Alabama-based 
Long Leaf Alliance met this summer at 
the Goodall Center in Glendale to 
discuss past collaborations and possible 
partnerships between the Alliance and 
the liberal arts at Wofford. 
     Wofford alumni and environmental 
studies supporter George Tyson hosted 
the group at Goodall with a wonderful 
dinner. After eating, formal and 
informal remarks were presented by 
Tyson, Environmental Studies director 
Kaye Savage (read in her absence by 
Laura Barbas-Rhoden), college 
president Nayef Samhat, provost 
Dennis Wiseman, ENVS professor 
John Lane, and biology professor Ellen 
Goldey, and several board members 
from the Alliance.  Two ENVS majors, 
sophomore Madison Jones and recent 
graduate (’14) Joey Francis, both of 
whom completed summer internships 
at longleaf pine recovery sites, spoke 
highly of their experiences. 
     Rhett Johnson, the former director 
of the Alliance was also in attendance. 
Johnson was the inaugural Tyson 
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lecturer, and led a field trip to the 
Tyson longleaf plantation as part of 
that event.  
     The result of the meeting was very 
positive. George Tyson reports after 
the meeting there was a surge of 
interest in developing internships and 
possible interims, deepening the 
relationship between long leaf and the 
liberal arts. Stay tuned! 
 

Long Leaf 
Alliance board 

members, 
Wofford faculty, 

staff, alumni 
and friends 
gathered at 
Goodall to 

collaborate.   

During	  the	  summer	  of	  2014,	  Dr.	  
Ferguson	  conducted	  research	  in	  
Wisconsin.	  He	  studied	  Coon	  Valley,	  
the	  first	  (1930s)	  Soil	  Conservation	  
Service	  Experimental	  Watershed.	  
ENVS	  majors,	  you	  might	  recognize	  
Coon	  Valley	  from	  the	  works	  of	  Aldo	  
Leopold	  and	  his	  son	  Luna.	  	  	  

Dr.	  Ferguson	  also	  studied	  a	  series	  of	  
Prehistoric	  Effigy	  Mounds	  along	  the	  
Mississippi	  River	  near	  its	  confluence	  
with	  the	  Wisconsin	  River	  (below). 
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 Upcoming Events and Opportunities 

PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
  University of South Carolina – Environment and Sustainability Program 

1

     The Environment and Sustainability program at 
the University of South Carolina offers the Master 
of Earth and Environmental Resource Management 
(MEERM) degree for graduate students interested in 
management positions in earth resources or 
environmental resources. 
    MEERM offers these graduate students the 
opportunity to create individualized programs based 
on their own interests and goals. 
    The school’s website quotes, “To ensure a truly 
interdisciplinary education, at least one third of the 
student’s coursework must be in earth and environmental 
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resources and one third in management, finance and 
economics, with no more than 50 percent in either field.”  
This gives students the flexibility to create their 
own individualized degree within a structured 
program. 
    In cooperation with the USC School of Law, the 
Environment and Sustainability program also 
offers a JD-MEERM duel degree. 
    For more information on the University of 
South Carolina’s MEERM degree, visit 
http://www.environ.sc.edu/graduate 
 

September 13th    Pacolet & Lawson’s Fork Blueway: Come out and paddle with GOLS in Glendale!  8:00am, 
$10/person.  SUP, intro to kayaking, roll clinics, kayak fishing demos, and guided paddle 
trips.  Register online: www.setgols.org/plfb.html  
 

September 20th   Pacolet River Sweep: Join us at Hurricane Point (929 River Street, Spartanburg, 29307) 
9:00am-12:30pm. We will be cleaning the Pacolet River from Converse area to Clifton as well 
as Clifton Beach on Goldmine Road.  For more info, visit www.spartanburgconservation.org  

October 9th-10th   Thinking Like A River Symposium: We will welcome three speakers, John Cronin, Senior 
Fellow for Environmental Affairs, Pace University; Scott McMillin, Professor of English at 
Oberlin College; and Leslie King, director of the Rivers Institute at University of Dayton.  A 
panel discussion is planned for October 9, 2:30-5:30pm in Anna Todd.  John Cronin will speak on 
October 9 at 7:00pm in McMillan Auditorium.  Scott McMillin will speak on October 10 at 3:00pm 
in Gray-Jones Room and Leslie King’s talk will follow at 6:30pm in Gray-Jones.  

Drum Circle: Glendale Shoals Amphitheater, 7:00-9:00pm. All are welcome! September 27th   

September 20th          Spartanburg Water Lake Sweep 2014: 8:00am-noon, registration and breakfast 7:30-7:45am 
at Lake Bowen Warden’s office with buses leaving at 8:00am.  Lunch and t-shirt provided.  
Teams of 5 people will be assigned to collect trash – remember to wear long pants, long 
sleeves, and closed toed shoes. Pre-register your team: www.spartanburgwater.org  

September 19th & 
20th  

Student Volunteers Needed: A community clean up day is scheduled in Pacolet and 
volunteers are needed to assist with administering surveys and some traffic control.  Shifts are 
8:00am-12:30pm and 12:30-5:00pm each day; lunch provided.  If interested, contact Jes Sdao 
at jsdao@spartanburgcounty.org  

Visit our www.thinkinglikeariver.com website! 

October 8th     Journey of the Universe: This film explores life’s biggest questions as they weave a tapestry of 
scientific discoveries and humanistic insights concerning the nature of the universe. 6:30pm at 
Central United Methodist Church.  Three follow-up sessions at 6:30pm on 10/15, 10/22, & 
10/29 will explore the themes raised by the film. Professor Lane and Dr. Simmons wil lead 
the discussions. 

September 11th    Fierce Green Fire Meeting: First meeting of the semester in BSA 1 at 8:30pm. 
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