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ABSTRACT

This dissertation study is an historical feminist ethnography with feminist
theory analysis. Thematic exploration through qualitative research
methodology included women’s resiliency, power, and leadership, based
on a study of Jewish immigrant women of the Progressive Era. | focused
on characteristics and qualities women exhibited and drew upon to cope
and manage their challenging social conditions of lived experience.
Women'’s abilities and strategies included the implementation of a
“both/and” model, high level multitasking, relentless and empowering
work ethic, entrepreneurial enterprise, and actions endemic to social
justice.

Ethnographic research and analysis was the basis | chose for the
dissertation study, inductively compiled to provide findings for informing
women in other ethnic groups as well as my own. An opportunity arose to
learn about women and resources, based on individual and collective
strengths of character. Character traits carried them through their daily
challenges, and inspired their recurrent state of resiliency, power, and
leadership. Course of study placed women in context of their environment
and contiguous realities globally and locally.

Themes of resiliency factors were ethnicity, class and culture of
the Jewish immigrant group, and skills. | found these factors matched
with women’s character assets of persistence, effectiveness, adaptability,
courage, determination, and relentlessness. Resiliency was sum and

substance of their survival, and women internalized habits of courage,



lifted their voices, and propelled themselves forward in lives filled with
empowerment.

Regarding women’s character asset of power and empowerment,
power represented real choices in living life, caring for families, and
involving themselves in community. Power influences included freedom,
independence, education, and mazel (luck). Women exercised moral
power with social justice, dedicated to welfare of their community and
improvement of their lives and lives of others, thus shaping lives of future
generations.

Women’s character assets of leadership and effective use of moral
power involved substantial leadership talents, skills, and abilities.
Capable, powerful women leaders primarily devoted energies to social
activism, transformed traditional roles and expectations, and managed
practicalities associated with adaptation and assimilation to the American
environment and culture.

My intention in this dissertation was to give Jewish immigrant
women opportunity to express their voices of power, lament, progress,
accomplishment, and victory, in their lived history of the Progressive Era.
This dissertation is about women of the past. | approached my research
with the intention to educate, inform, and serve women of the present and

the future.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

When Jewish immigrant women arrived in New York City at the
close of the 19™ century, the majority found ready employment with their
sewing skills, in the sweatshops of New York’s garment industry.

When they worked, the work Jewish women did define them as

Jewish women. The image of immigrant girls bent over sewing

machines in turn-of-the—century New York tenements rests on the

historical reality that, at the end of the first decade of the 20"

century, about two-thirds of the female garment workers were

Jewish (Nadell, 2003, p. 4).

Jewish immigrant women of the Lower East Side of New York
City in the Progressive Era (1880-1920), exhibited remarkable abilities
and profound qualities of resiliency and leadership, as they used their
personal and professional power for the common good. They did this
because they understood the common good was good for the individual, as
well as good for the survival of their families, and their children. These
women intended to ensure their children would thrive, would be well, and
do well, in the land they called the Goldene Medina, the Golden Land of
America (Telushkin, 2002).

Purpose of Research

The purpose of this study is to assess and analyze Jewish women’s
ability to survive and move toward the future, through the Progressive Era
(post 1920) and beyond. 1 clarified the resources on which they drew and
used along with identifying the means that led to their accomplishments. |
examined how Jewish immigrant women of the Progressive Era

demonstrated resiliency, power, and leadership. These women exhibited



resilience in maintaining their employment, living their lives, and holding
their families together, in a new land and doubly foreign culture. “Jewish
women” ... “defined new expressions of how to be simultaneously a Jew,
and an American and a woman” (Nadell, 2003, p. 5).

Historians identify Jewishness as ethnicity and culture, in addition
to being a religion (Birmingham, 1984; Howe, 1976/2004; Lerner, 1997).
“Acting to sustain Jewish life in America, Jewish women shaped their
faith and their people” (Nadell, 2003, p. 5). Jewish women faced
substantial challenges by any measure. They endured difficult and
complex working and living conditions, not only surviving, but also
thriving.

My study involved assessing and analyzing the ability of Jewish
women to survive and move into the future using the resources available
to them. 1 learned how their character and the methods used to accomplish
their goals contributed to their success, identifying the qualities,
characteristics, and actions taken. My research of the experience resulted
in themes related to resiliency, power, and leadership, qualities and
characteristics supporting their successful integration into American
society and also simultaneous distinction as accomplished Jewish women.
My study describes how these themes, and the subsequently identified
qualities of character, allowed Jewish women to assimilate successfully,
while still holding a cultural identity. My study revealed Jewish women

avoided giving up anything of significant importance to them to gain



America. They moved from a “both/and” model, rather than an
“either/or” model. “Jewish women constructed identity” (Nadell, 2003, p.
3). They exhibited a strong belief in self, and did not allow time,
circumstances, or other agendas to distract them from their purpose of
constructing lives in America, steeped in a rich Jewish cultural tradition
These women did not allow anyone else to have power over their path.
Their path lived in the Jewish history of origin and purpose.

. “Jewish women saw themselves as empowered to act, to
influence, and to define the emerging American Jewish communities”
(Nadell, 2003, p. 2). Jewish women exhibited and exercised power and
decisive action in their community, largely and with more sustained
influence, as compared to women in other minority immigrant
communities (Nadell, 2002).

American Jewish women’s empowerment to define their Jewish
homes and social organizations, to influence their synagogues and
communities, and to construct their work, politics, and culture
distinguishes their history from that of other minority women in
the United States. (Nadell, 2002, p. 3)
In the dissertation research and process, I found the Jewish women’s
resiliency, power, and leadership carried them successfully and
remarkably into the future.
Background & Significance of the Study
Takaki’s (1993) description of the immigrant experience of Jewish

settlers in A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America engaged

my interest and inspired me to study the history of Jewish women in



America. Takaki provided an absorbing description of the women in the
garment industry, their living and working conditions, labor union
involvement and the Triangle Factory fire tragedy caused me to become
irreconcilably and inconsolably absorbed in the historical account of their
immigrant heritage experience. | wondered how immigrant women
survived and even thrived in those living and working conditions. As |
contemplated the research sources, and the stories and voices of these
women, | found myself focusing on the characteristics of resiliency,
power, and leadership. | questioned what experiences might have driven
them to America. | realized this most likely occurred with the
persecutions typified as part of the pogroms of Russia and Eastern Europe
(Birmingham, 1984; Friedman-Kasaba, 1996). These experiences shaped
them, instilled within them values of social justice, and drove them to
America (Birmingham, 1984; Howe, 2004; Nadell, 2003; Rischin,
1962/1977).

Ethnography is “...the attempt to describe culture or aspects of
culture...” (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). This includes an historical
examination of feminist leadership, examining how these Jewish
immigrant women managed assimilation, while holding and maintaining
their cultural and tribal identity (Nadell, 2003). Did they prove to be
exceptional in any way? Takaki (1993) spoke to exceptionalism when he
said: “The Jews were a ‘countryless people.” Their migration to America

seemed to be a continuation of a journey that began thousands of years



earlier in Egypt...” (p. 281). The journey began even before they arrived
in Egypt, when they left their homeland, under duress of famine to buy
grain in Egypt. They eventually settled there, and increased greatly in
numbers. The size of the Jewish tribe became a threat to their Egyptian
hosts, who enslaved them. Moses finally brought them out of Egypt in the
season of Passover and eventually returned them to their homeland, Eretz
Yisrael, the Promised Land.

Takaki’s (1993) observations on the Jewish immigrant group in his
historical account answer some questions and stimulate others. Secretary
Henry Cisneros, former head of Housing and Urban Development in the
Clinton administration added:

The recognition that Latinos have much to learn from the

American Jewish community, for example its facilitation of its

immigrants over the last century, the upward progression in

American life, including heavy investment in education at the

family level and philanthropic strategies built around the concept

of tzedaka ... The Latino community would do well to learn from

that. (Levine, 2011, p. 55)

Secretary Cisneros recognized contributions of the Jewish immigrant
community by example to the quality of life and possible future direction
of another immigrant group, the Latinos (Levine, 2011). Immigrant
cultures can benefit from the lived experiences of other immigrant
cultures, as Secretary Cisneros pointed out here. My intention in
preparing this dissertation is that this will serve to assist, encourage, and

inform women in other immigrant groups, as well as my own. We can

never gain too much self-knowledge.



Researcher’s Perspective

One of the functions of a researcher in historical methodology is to
represent the voice of the research subjects, to tell the story of these
Jewish immigrant women (Reinharz, 1992). The researcher can and must
delve into the historical past and find the meanings (Marius & Page, 2010;
Reinharz, 1992). “To be a Jew means to live in history” (Lerner, 1997, p.
15). My intention was to use the historical research model in order to
provide “an ethnographic examination of an actual community...” and
create an historical feminist ethnography from the inside (Reinharz, 1992,
p. 210).

I am both ethnically and religiously Jewish, both a Jewess and a
Modern Orthodox Jewish woman. | am a descendent on my mother’s side
of Ashkenazi origins and on my father’s side of Sephardic origins, and am
of the tribe of Levi. There is a family tradition on both sides of being very
old in America, with some ancestors having been here since before the
American Revolution. | am a rebbetzin, the wife of a rabbi, who is a
kohane [transliteration spelling of the Hebrew], by Jewish tradition a
descendant of Aaron, who was the brother of Moses and the first high
priest of the Jewish nation. One source defines this as: “Kohen (pl.
kohanim) Priest of the Holy Temple; descendent of Aaron” (Staiman,
1997, p. 256).

Definition of Terms

Anti-Semitism “Hostility toward or discrimination against Jews as a
religious, ethnic, or racial group” (Mish, 2011, p



Assimilate

Bund

Culture

Empowerment

Eretz Yisrael

Ethnic

Ethnicity

Ethnography

Feminism

Gentile

Goldene Medina

Identity

Jew

“To absorb into the culture or mores of a population
or group” (Mish, 2011, p. 74)

“A Jewish Socialist organization founded in czarist
Russia in 1897” (Mish, 2011, 164).

“The customary beliefs, social forms, and material

traits of a racial, religious, or social group” (Mish,
2011, p. 304).

“To promote the self-actualization or influence of”
(Mish, 2011, p. 409).

The geographic land of Israel.

“Of or relating to large groups of people classed
according to common racial, national, tribal,
religious, linguistic, or cultural origin or
background” (Mish, 2011, p. 429).

“Ethnic quality or affiliation (aspects of)” (Mish,
2011, p. 429).

“The study and systematic recording of human
cultures” (Mish, 2011, p. 429).

“The theory of the political, economic, and social
equality of the sexes” (Mish, 2011, p. 461).

“A person of a non-Jewish nation or of a non-
Jewish faith” (Mish, 2011, p. 522).

The Golden Land, referring to America (Telushkin,
2002).

“Oneness,” “individuality,” “the distinguishing
character or personality of an individual” (Mish,

2011, p. 616).

EE T3

“A member of the tribe of Judah: ISRAELITE; a
member of a nation existing in Palestine from the
6" century BC to the first century AD; a person
belonging to a continuation through descent or



Kohane/Kohen

Kosher

Leadership

Pogroms

Power

Mazel

Power Motivators

Rabbi

Rebbetzin

Resiliency

Shochet

Shtetl

conversion of the ancient Jewish people; one whose
religion is Judaism” (Mish, 2011, p. 672).

“Priest of the Holy Temple; descendent of Aaron”
(Staiman, 1997, p. 256).

“Selling or serving food ritually fit according to
Jewish law” (Mish, 2011, p. 692).

“Capacity to lead,” “commanding authority or
influence” (Mish, 2011, p.707).

“An organized massacre of helpless people...such
as massacre of the Jews” (Mish, 2011, p. 957).

“Ability to act or produce an effect,” “possession of
control, authority or influence over others,” “mental
and moral efficacy,” (Mish, 2011, p. 973).

“A source of influence... in the spiritual realms...
associated with ‘good luck’” (Staiman, 1997). To
say “Good Mazel” is a common Jewish greeting on
auspicious occasions or on any occasion or
circumstance, which merits it

Environmental factors or social conditions, which
motivate individuals to take action to change their
circumstances for the better
Rabbinic Jewish religious scholar and leader
(Ehrlich, 2000, p. 414)

Wife of a rabbi (Ehrlich, 2000, p. 414)

“Ability” or the “tending to recover from or adjust
easily to misfortune or change” (Mish, 2011, p.
1060).

Ritual slaughterer of kosher meat (Ehrlich, 2000, p.
288).

“The shtetl nestled in the crevices of a backyard
agricultural economy, where Jews, often prohibited
from ownership of land, had to live by trading,
artisanship, and their wits,” and “...the relations
between the social strata of the shtetl came to little
more than a difference between the poor and the



hopelessly poor” (Howe, 2004, p 10). The shtetl
was a Jewish settlement.

Spiel “A voluble line of often extravagant talk: pitch”
(Mish, 2011, p. 1201).

Tachlis Purpose (as in giving meaning to life)
Tzedaka Charity (Staiman, 1997, p. 263).
Yiddish A language combination of German and Hebrew,

specific to the Eastern European Jewish population
(Howe, 2004; Stein, 2002; Takaki, 1993).

Yiddiskeit “The prevalence of Yiddish as the language of the
east European Jews and by the growth among them
of a culture resting mainly on that language...a way
of life...a shared experience, which goes beyond
opinion or ideology” (Howe, 2004, p. 16).

Zionism “An international movement originally for the
establishment of a Jewish national or religious
community in Palestine and later for the support of
modern Israel” (Mish, 2011, p. 1457).

Nota Bene: In the research exploration of ethnicity and culture, | found
there was inevitable overlapping of meaning and description, as these
characteristics do intertwine, connect, and align in a specific population of
so connected individuals. Merriam-Webster’s Eleventh Edition Collegiate
Dictionary (2011) defined ethnic as “of or relating to large groups of
people classed according to common racial, national, tribal, religious,
linguistic, or cultural origin or background,” and ethnicity as “ethnic
quality or affiliation (aspects of)” (Mish, 2011, p. 429). The definition of
ethnography in this source was “the study and systematic recording of
human cultures” (Mish, 2011, p. 429).

Qualitative research scholars, Bogdan and Biklen (1982/2007) essentially
described ethnography as a qualitative research process focused on
culture. A review of these definitions demonstrated that separating social
constructs of ethnicity and culture decisively might even confound the
experts. Therefore, in the course of this dissertation, | made the best of
attempts to distinguish or clarify meanings, while acknowledging that
overlaps inevitably occurred.
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Overview of Dissertation

This dissertation consists of seven chapters beginning with an
Introduction and Overview, Research Methodology, and World Events of
the Progressive Era, which frames the experience of the women. This
precedes three thematic chapters on Women’s Resiliency, Women’s
Power, and Women’s Leadership. The final chapter includes the
dissertation Summary and Conclusions and recommendations for further
study.

Chapter two of this dissertation consists of a review and
clarification of the dissertation’s research methodology and the types of
research sources. | adopted historical and feminist research methods,
producing an historical feminist ethnography on immigrant Jewish women
of the Progressive Era. | described methods of organizing the data and
then adopted feminist theory for analysis.

In chapter three, | provide historical accounts of world events, as
well as some local ones, occurring in the Progressive Era, and exerting
some direct or indirect influence in the lives of the Jewish immigrant
women. These events specifically include: the pogroms of Russia and
Poland, labor strikes, the Panic of 1893, the Dreyfus Affair, World War I,
the Russian Revolution of 1917, the Flu Pandemic of 1918, and Women’s
Suffrage. All of these events had some impact on the American Jewish

community, and specifically on the women of the community,
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contributing to their existential challenges found in the immigrant
experience.

Chapter four begins the description of the first of three themes
found in my study, women’s resiliency, power, and leadership. Beginning
with the focus on the women’s character asset of resiliency, | describe or
show how ethnicity, immigrant class/culture and skills all were associated
with the characteristic of resiliency. The women’s persistence,
effectiveness, adaptability, courage, determination, and relentlessness all
contributed significantly to their progress. Their resiliency was the sum
and substance of their survival, and through their challenging experiences,
the women internalized a habit of courage. Their habit of courage lifted
their voices and propelled them forward in lives filled with resiliency and
empowerment.

The focus of chapter five is the women’s character asset of power
and empowerment. For these Jewish immigrant women, power
represented real choices about how they lived their lives, cared for their
families, and involved themselves in their community. They took
advantage of conditions, like freedom, independence, and education, and
mazel— luck. These women exercised moral power in their commitment
to social justice, and to the welfare of their community, as the power of the
social constructions they encountered profoundly affected the quality of

their lives. The Jewish immigrant women of the Progressive Era exercised
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their moral power to improve their lives and the lives of those around
them, shaping the life of their community for future generations.

Chapter six focuses on the women’s character asset of leadership
and the women'’s effective use of moral power, including their substantial
leadership talents, skills, and abilities. The Jewish immigrant community
had capable and powerful women leaders, some more publicly prominent
than others, who primarily devoted their energies to social activism.
Jewish women, authentic, vibrant, and complex in their identities as
mothers and workers, transformed traditional roles and expectations and
moved forward, as the pertinent political and economic social constructs
influenced their identities and behaviors. The Jewish immigrant women
found they could fulfill essential traditional roles, while at the same time
meeting practical necessities associated with adaptation and assimilation
to their new American environment and culture.

A summary and conclusion, including a description of the
strengths and limitations of my study, and implications for theory,
research, and practice can be found in the final chapter. My goal in
conducting the research and writing my dissertation was to give Jewish
immigrant women the opportunity to express themselves, their voice, in
the history they lived during the Progressive Era. Although this
dissertation is about women of the past, | designed the study to educate,

inform, and serve women of the present and the future.
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Summary

| conducted an historical study of Jewish women during the
Progressive Era. | utilized historical and feminist research methods to
produce an historical feminist ethnography on immigrant Jewish women
of the Progressive Era. Using feminist theory to analyze my data, |
engaged in I engaged in ethnographic research and analysis. The study
was important because | inductively compiled research findings to inform
women in other ethnic groups as well as my own. | appreciated this
opportunity to learn about women and their resources, based on their
individual and collectives strengths of character. | organized my findings
based on the characteristics, qualities, and accomplishments of Jewish
women into three themes of resiliency, power, and leadership.

In the next chapter, | have provided a complete description and
discussion of research methodologies, including historical and feminist
approaches, and applications of the feminist analytical lens. | have
addressed both researcher and personal bias, and provided details of the

research process.
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CHAPTER TWO
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

| conducted a study of Jewish women to identify ways in which
they moved through the Progressive Era and built a foundation for future
generations. | based my study on a combination of historical research and
feminist research models, thus producing an historical feminist
ethnography on immigrant Jewish women of the Progressive Era. | used
these in combination with feminist theory for analysis of my data,
enabling me to identify three significant themes in the experience of
Jewish women, namely resiliency, power, and leadership.

| describe an overview of research methods, followed by historical
research methods. I then discuss feminist research methods and later the
feminist theoretical lens. | conclude with a summary of the combined
research methodologies process.

Overview of Methods

| began the research process with secondary sources and the
research question, “How did Jewish immigrant women of the Progressive
Era demonstrate resiliency, power, and leadership?” Next, I moved
through secondary to primary sources, from which | studied, formulated,
discovered, and illuminated my study’s own analysis and subsequent
conclusions. | began with historical research methodology as a base or
framework, which | extended, expanded and explored with feminist
research methodology. | found feminist methods, including the feminist

analytical lens, enlarged, and focused the study simultaneously.
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In the process of the study, a metaphor emerged for my research
methods. The metaphor came from the Tanach, the Hebrew Scriptures, in
the Book of the Prophet Yehezkiel (Ezekiel), Chapter 37, of his vision in
the Valley of the Dry Bones (Scherman, 1996/1999). Yehezkiel saw dry
bones on the ground that came back to life before him, as the bones re-
articulated and stood upright and muscle and skin returned to them, and
they moved in life again.

In the course of my research methodology process and in the
context of this metaphor, the historical research methods functioned in
joining the bones together, providing foundational structure for my study’s
content and findings. The feminist research methods provided the flesh
and the skin, filling in the detail, while embellishing, enlarging, and
articulating my view of the women in my study. The feminist theory
analytical lens instilled the life force in the lives and times of the women
as they came to life for me in the course of my study. The research
methods in combination in this study have raised the voices of the Jewish
women of the Progressive Era and brought them back to life.

Initially, I used search techniques to facilitate the research process
beginning with key words, Boolean methods, etc. and the time limiting
span of years 1880-1920 to explore these issues. As I identified more
search areas/topics, these included the influence and involvement of labor
unions in their lives, and the ways in which they acted to survive and to

improve their situations. As I developed and pursued the literature search,
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my inductive search uncovered themes in three predominant qualities
associated with these women and their immigrant journey. These
qualities, which lent themselves to thorough exploration, were their
resiliency, power, and leadership in their own lives and in their
community.

My initial research gave me some understanding of the immigrant
or Jewish experience on the Lower East Side of New York. | began to see
how work in the garment industry could possibly look good to them.
Takaki’s (1993) account of the immigrant Jewish women and my curiosity
regarding how they survived caused me to explore their experience in the
Goldene Medina, the Golden Land of Promise, America (Telushkin,
2002). An obvious place for me to begin was by looking at the power and
influence of social constructions on the lives of these women, the reasons
they came to America and their living and working conditions in the
Lower East Side of New York City. This included their adjustments to the
American way of life. In addition, there was the opportunity to investigate
the possibility and nature of exceptionalism in the Jewish immigrant
group, with consultation of many sources in the process. My exploration
of the pertinent literature sources associated with social constructions of
the times took into account ethnicity, immigrant class/culture, skills,
gender, and benevolent societies/unions. Research sources included:

books; journal and newspaper articles; biographies and autobiographies;
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histories; published letters; reproduced photographs, sketches, and maps;
websites, and a compact disc.

With the assistance of two research librarians, | focused my search
on archival sources in the bibliographies, resource lists, and indexes of
both primary and secondary sources, along with The American Jewish
Archives, The American Jewish Historical Society Archives, the
Tenement Museum resources in New York City, and the Triangle Factory
Fire Archive. Any limitations or personal bias/connectedness to the
research question and process of the research, which I could identify, |
have disclosed in the Researcher’s Bias section. In my perusal and
consideration of the content of the research sources, | was aware of both
my inductive and deductive thought processes, as | monitored my
tendency to move to the deductive side and entertain premature judgment
of findings. My awareness and understanding of qualitative research
methodology was critical to my staying on track with an inductive
research experience.

I consciously disciplined myself to maintain thematic focus, so |
could effectively manage the historical data. | employed a thematic
coding process primarily to manage the historical data resources (Storey,
2009). | thematically aligned and coded the types of sources. This made
it possible for me to confidently compare and contrast historical accounts,

as well as the interpretations of various historians.



18

Another area, to which | conscientiously attended, was in the
handling of the resources with care and respect. This included rigorous
methodology for taking notes from sources, and using quotations and
paging carefully and judiciously, as | was aware | was summarizing and
paraphrasing the sources (Storey, 2009). | implemented a careful process,
understanding it was best to err on the side of vigilant caution. I also
recognized the inevitable bias and misinformation potential of the research
sources, including the fact that even the most exhaustive accounts are still
not perfectly complete (Howell & Prevenier, 2001). I understood “the
central paradox of our profession: historians are prisoners of sources that
can never be made fully reliable” (Howell & Prevenier, 2001, p. 3). For
this reason, | assessed, evaluated, and analyzed sources, in order to
determine that most important measure of “reliability” (Howell &
Prevenier, 2001, p. 2). | know now that inference plays a strong role in
the historical analytical process.

The function of inference in historical methodology was most
important to me in order to create a logical bridge between sources, and to
enable a conclusive convergence of sources, which was integral to my
dissertation’s comparisons and analysis. According to Storey (2009), “An
inference is more than just a hunch. It is an intelligent conclusion based
on the examination and comparison of evidence ... historians also suggest

probable interpretations by using their sources to make inferences” (p. 53).
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| understood that part and parcel of my inference process was the
verification of sources: the comparison of types—primary or secondary—
and the origins, facts and contradictions (Storey, 2009). | identified both
deductive and inductive reasoning processes in the sources, and used the
inferences to uncover divergent theoretical points of view (Storey, 2009).
| was aware that with the inductive process, one begins with the parts,
taken as evidence, and draws conclusions about them, while with the
deductive process, one begins with a logical conclusion or generalization
and orders or classifies the parts accordingly (Storey, 2009).

My intention was to create a dissertation study, utilizing an
historical research model in combination with a feminist research model,
to produce an historical feminist ethnography on immigrant Jewish
women of the Progressive Era. | structured my dissertation as an
historical ethnography with phenomenological aspects, understanding
from scholarly sources that ethnography and phenomenology are
recognized feminist research methods (Reinhartz, 1992). My intention
was to identify any particular wisdom, which I could derive from the
themes and concepts uncovered through my research—these angles and
perspectives—which had substance and power to imply meaning, to
inform and enhance the historical view of these women and their voices.
The voices of the women spoke through their experiences, challenges,
decisions, actions, and wisdom, which was evident in both their individual

and collective stories. As | learned that much of feminist research
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contributions are associated with making up for lack of any research-based
findings associated with women, or with any sort of feminist perspective, |
consciously focused my research methodology efforts to address these
issues (Reinhartz, 1992).
Historical Research Methods

“History is more than a collective memory; it is a memory formed
and shaped so as to have meaning” (Lerner, 1997, p. 116). Historical
methodology is associated with communicating effective and convincing
theoretical arguments, within the context of historical analysis (Howell &
Prevenier, 2001). The purpose of historical research is to discover
findings, which will enhance the meaning of the past, highlight matters in
the present, and inform the direction and the choices of the future.
Historical methodology relies on the historian for accurate representations
of historical events and personalities (Howell & Prevenier, 2001).

Historical research methodology was both the context and the core
for the gathering of information of my study, the analysis of findings, and
the identification of inductive conclusions. In using this methodology, my
intention was to communicate effective, convincing theoretical arguments,
in the context of historical analysis. | utilized a combination of historical
research methodology with feminist research methodology to fully address
and represent the themes and meanings of the voices and lives of the

women in this immigrant group.
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Due to the combination of research models, it was possible for me
to know what I could not otherwise have realized and documented about
my research subjects. The combination of methods at this level provided
the essential definitions, descriptions, and discernment of research
findings. Through my exploration of the historical sources, it became
possible to derive lessons and glean examples associated with the qualities
of resiliency, power, and leadership, and to develop recommendations
regarding these to other groups of women, in current times and places for
possible benefit.

Feminist Research Methods

Next, in the research process for this study, | drew on feminist
theoretical and analytical lenses in order to inform the dissertation process
regarding both gender and human qualities and characteristics (Hesse-
Biber & Carter, 2005; Lerner, 1997; Reinhartz, 1992). These sources did
assist in especially delineating and illuminating the inventiveness and the
achievements of the immigrant Jewish women in the circumstances of
their lives (Cohen, 1995; Spewack, 1995; Nadell, 2003; Orleck, 1995;
Schneiderman, 1967).

What distinguishes feminist research from other forms of research
is its devotion to women and to issues associated with women, or matters
of interest or concern to women (Hesse-Biber & Carter, 2005; Reinharz,
1992). For this reason, feminist research was an obvious choice for me to

pair with historical research methodology in my study of Jewish
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immigrant women of the Progressive Era. | investigated aspects of
feminist theory in association with the concepts of resiliency, power, and
feminist leadership, associated with female Jewish identity, sensitivity to
and valuation of social justice, and the impact of social constructions on
these women'’s lives, all in the context of meaning.

Priorities in feminist research include recognition that “there are
women’s ways of knowing” (Reinharz, 1992, p. 4). The sources |
reviewed particularly provided evidence of women’s exclusive
perspectives, especially autobiographical sources for this study.
Autobiographical sources included Rose Cohen (1995), Bella Spewack
(1995) and Rose Schneiderman (1967). All three of these women shared
similar life experiences, in their daily lives as Jewish women immigrants
on the Lower East Side of New York City. Their experiences also aligned
with other research sources. | used examples from their lives throughout
this study.

Feminist researchers commit to “giving voice” to the women
subjects of their research, because historical descriptions of women’s
experiences and perspectives have been largely ignored and essentially
undocumented or unstudied over time (Reinharz, 1992). Feminist
researchers today literal chart the course of feminist research, associated
with the feminist concepts of “the right to be educated ...to be educators

... the right to create knowledge” (Reinharz, 1992, p.11). Feminist
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researchers define, and even determine, the nature, methods, meanings,
purposes, applications, and interpretations of feminist research.

All aspects of feminist theoretical discourse focus on the areas of
social conditions, economics, politics, and gender issues thematically, but
as Reinharz (1992) pointed out, there are many differences of emphasis
and expression associated with feminist theory and feminism. “That these
differences exist is fortunate because the lack of orthodoxy allows for
freedom of thought and action,” (Reinharz, 1992, p. 6). In utilizing
feminist theory, | recognized feminist focused analytical research does not
require tight definition, anymore than feminism does. No hegemonic
authority is empowered to set others right, on who is, and who is not a
feminist (Reinharz, 1992).

For my research and analysis purposes, | saw women, by their
choice, could fulfill traditional family roles, and still assert feminist
qualities of resiliency, power, and leadership. This is an example of a
“both/and” model, rather than an “either/or” choice. In the research
process, my intention was to derive the qualities of the Jewish immigrant
women’s characters, the value of their experiences, and the meanings of
their lives, as they demonstrated their resiliency, power, and leadership for
their survival and for the perpetuation of their tribe in the Goldene Medina
of America. Jewish women’s voices are individual and collective, primal
and current. The Jewish immigrant women in my study possessed

knowledge and experience, especially about how to be women in the give
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and take of the day-to-day, and year-to-year. | saw their experiences as
valid, and through this study, these experiences provide understanding for
women now and into the future. Therefore, experiences of these Jewish
immigrant women of the Progressive Era— the voices of these women—
legitimately and profoundly mattered then and do so now.

My mega-purpose for this dissertation was to give these Jewish
women the opportunity to “play a starring role rather than a walk-on part”
in the history, which they lived during the Progressive Era (Witt,
2000/2007, p. 11). This study is about Jewish women of the past.
However, | have primarily designed and intended for the research content
and findings of this study to educate, inform, and serve any women of the
present and the future.

May we hear and may we understand...

Feminist Theoretical Lens

I chose to use the feminist theoretical lens in order to draw out the
feminist qualities and characteristics from the historical and feminist
methodologies, which contributed to the success of these Jewish women.
Nadell (2003) brought new concepts to light regarding the role of Jewish
women in shaping the American Jewish identity and culture. In Nadell’s
(2003) introduction to her edited collection of writings, she spoke about
the creativity of Jewish women and their exertion of power to inform and

shape an American Jewish identity, not only for themselves, but also for
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their families, and for Jewish cultural identity in America, as they defined
the parameters of American Jewish life.

American Jewish women’s empowerment to define their Jewish

home and social organizations, to influence their synagogues and

communities, and to construct their work, politics, and culture

distinguishes their history from that of other minority women in

the United States. (Nadell 2003, p. 3)

Nadell’s (2003) edited collection had a number of examples of
Jewish women taking action that was transformational. One of these was
the story of the first women’s Zionist organization, where Antler (2003)
described the founder, Henrietta Szold as having enacted “...a truly
revolutionary transformation in traditional notions of Jewish women’s
roles” (p. 129). The voluntary transformation of Jewish women’s roles, as
| viewed this process through the feminist analytical lens, contributed to
the research findings and gave voice to the women.

Mega-Structure & Meta-Analysis Process

| induced some mega-structure and meta-analysis findings from the
autobiographies of Cohen (1995), Schneiderman (1967), and Spewack
(1995). All three women experienced changing home locations repeatedly
in order to survive and to improve their conditions. All had boarders, at
various times and in varying numbers, in their living quarters in order to
supplement living costs. The mothers of the three women were working
constantly for the survival and protection of their children. Clearly, the

mothers focused on improving their daughters’ educational opportunities

and socio-economic conditions.
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Cohen (1995), Schneiderman (1967), and Spewack (1995)
passionately and relentlessly pursued every educational opportunity, both
formal and informal, entirely to their benefit and ultimately, the benefit of
all the lives they touched. The three women benefitted from charitable
support in their childhood years. At the same time they felt shame, and
experienced loss of face, and loss of self-respect as a result, which likely
inspired them to move forward to self-sufficiency in their lives. These
women particularly appreciated and relished their opportunities to be out
in nature and away from the city environment, and they clearly
experienced some form of restoration, healing, and rejuvenated resiliency
from the experiences.

Mega-structure and meta-analysis examples | induced from other
research sources included the impression that the pogroms saved a
remnant of Jews from the Holocaust, by driving them out of Eastern
Europe and Russia. This was before Hitler’s forces took over all of the
areas where Jewish populations had been concentrated by the Russian
authorities. The Nazis murdered the Jews on the spot or shipped them to
concentration camps in order to implement The Final Solution, the
annihilation of the Jewish people.

In another example, the Triangle Factory fire tragedy generated
social justice inspired changes associated with fire and safety codes,
improved working conditions, and status for garment workers; also, it

brought forth feminist leaders for social justice. For the new immigrants



27

the challenge of assimilation/acculturation represented the threat of a
disintegrated ethnic and cultural community. Instead, the influence of
freedom brought Jewish women leaders forward to public roles.
Employers indeed exploited Jewish immigrant women in their working
conditions. At the same time, they were able to find work immediately;
even the next day after arrival on American shores, an exceptional
circumstance for any new immigrant.

Worth noting in this vein, is one of the views Birmingham (1984)
provided of the Lower East Side, in what appeared as “violent social
upheaval” but turned out quite differently:

To the disinterested outside visitor, the Lower East Side in the
early 1900s would have appeared utterly chaotic, and nothing been
foreseen to come out of it except disaster—or, at the very least,
some sort of violent social upheaval or revolution. And yet this is
not what happened at all. Instead, out of it came artists, writers,
lawyers, politicians, entertainers, and businessmen. (Birmingham,
1984, p. 32)

Another example of this type is the communication Miss Richman,
the elementary school principal, gave to her staff regarding the
characteristics of Jewish students: “overdevelopment of mind... keen
intellectualism ... impatience... extremely radical” (Birmingham, 1984, p.
26). Perhaps with my own bias, | believe these challenging or negative
qualities, these character defects, were in fact gifts out of balance. |
believe the educational and intellectual accomplishments and societal
contributions from this group endorse this view. These are all examples of

obstacles, and even tragedies, which turned to some positive effect and
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moved individual women forward in the Jewish immigrant group, as they
brought their community with them.
Researcher Bias

Historical research method provided a process for me to
experience clear, concise, accurate and even sympathetic or critical
treatment of this historical subject. At the same time, | understood the
best attempts at clarity, conciseness, and accuracy were inevitably
subjective, even with my most disciplined, valiant attempts at objectivity
(Howell & Prevenier, 2001). Historical methodology demanded that |
chose my perspective, emphasis, focus, and conclusions (Howell &
Prevenier, 2001). 1did this in the context of identifying my subjects,
themes, and hypotheses, and mostly by my questions (Marius & Page,
2010).

I understood from historical methodology resources the importance
placed on ethical considerations in the research process. Even though I
came to the research experience from my own individual view or
perspective, | was under the expectation that | would represent the history
aligned with the facts, to the best of my investigation and ability (Marius
& Page, 2010; Storey, 2009). In the production of this study, my
academic research and documentation was interdependent and reliant, and
therefore | was relying on the sources, which had come before (Storey,

2009).
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My historical research experience/process turned and evolved
through my questions (Storey, 1996/2009). “Who,” “what,” “why,”
“where,” and “when” questions led me to the evolution and revelation of
my dissertation hypothesis, analysis, and conclusions (Marius & Page,
2010, p. 9). By exploring sources, and continuing to question, my
hypothesis evolved into my thesis and historical interpretation or argument
(Howell & Prevenier, 2001; Marius & Page, 2010; Storey, 2009).
According to Marius and Page (2010), “the art of history lies in combining
fact and interpretation to tell a story about the past” (p.3). Therefore, |
also experienced the issue of focus, of being able to stay on track, in the
research and writing processes.

| experienced the particular challenge for the devotee of historical
sources, which was to avoid detours into enticing documents, concepts, or
previously unknown information (Marius & Page, 2010; Storey, 2009).
The additional potential opportunities for exploration were enticing to me,
as it was natural for me to want to explore these potential avenues. These
areas are inspiration for me, for further research in the future.

First, | believe feminist research matters because |1 am a woman
and believe our world views, experiences, opinions, wisdom, and voices
have merit. Second, feminist research matters because half the world is
populated by women, and women merit the same sort of opportunity for
research study, enlightenment, importance and inclusion over time, which

men have had available to them. In general, the documentation in
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historical accounts, as well as data and knowledge based on research,
show a profound absence of women and women’s issues, as late as the
1970s (Hesse-Biber & Carter, 2005; Nadell, 2003; Reinharz, 1992).
Considering the importance society places on history and associated
traditions, and on research knowledge for decision-making, for me this
fact subtly communicates the lack of importance women have in American
society. In line with my bias, perhaps this lack suggests other matters and
concerns have occupied women’s attentions, rather than justifying their
existence or exalting their accomplishments through recorded documents.
Perhaps women raising the boys preoccupied women; boys who would
become men, who would write history and conduct research. This still
does not explain the absence of Jewish women’s history, as Jewish women
are ultimate well-educated and verbally-skilled multitaskers.

From the 1970s into the early 1990s, historians consistently
excluded Jewish women from the multicultural writings on minority
women in the feminist movement’s documentation of ethnic histories
(Nadell, 2003). The multicultural group regarded Jewish women as White
and privileged (Nadell, 2003). This meant feminists virtually ignored the
profound history of the Jewish people, and specifically of Jewish women,
filled with persecution and tragedy based on ethnicity, gender, and
religion. They were not conscious of the fact, which I personally am well
aware of, that in the world of prejudice and discrimination, if a woman is a

Jewess, it does not matter what color her skin is.
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As a member of the Jewish community, | am aware of the
prevailing wisdom that in order to “fit in”” to the American culture. These
women needed to fly under the minority radar wherever and whenever
possible; and avoid calling attention to the ethnic, religious, and cultural
differences. This was an on-going tribal endeavor to avoid the social
triggers of anti-Semitism, such as Jews being too numerous, too studious,
too intelligent, too crafty, too skillful in business, too successful, too
pushy, too different, too much of whatever (Takaki, 1993). This is the
modus operendi of assimilation into a culture and a society practiced by
the Jewish community. Consequently, this might also be one of the
reasons there was no Jewish women’s history until the 1990s.

By the 1990s, restrictions on appearing to be different in American
society had eased, as enough generational time had passed, the Civil
Rights Movement legislation and enforcement (thanks to those Jewish
lawyers) disempowered the Ku Klux Klan, and pogroms were of the past.
Hence, Jewish women began to represent themselves publicly as distinct
and began to explore their American origins and religious diversity in
public and in print. | was one of those women. Jewish women writers
still carefully avoid the subject of ethnicity, while they push religion and
culture to the forefront, as America is weak on protecting the rights of
ethnic minorities, but strong on protecting freedom of religion and cultural
practices. Because of my feminist research experience, my view now is

that the feminist historical research method might be the most important,
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due to the glaring absence of accounts of women, and women'’s
perspectives, in all ancient and modern historical accounts.
Limitations

Historically, the Progressive Era was only a snapshot in the
continuum of Jewish history. By selecting only one geographical location,
the American continent, | limited other simultaneous events in Jewish
history occurring throughout the world. | focused my study only on one
group/type of immigrant women, and therefore only truly represented this
group in this particular time and place. Jews are unique in their ability to
sustain a powerfully cohesive, insular group with tribal identity, which
may not be representative of other immigrant groups. My study only
covers a 40-year span, a very small space of time in the course of history
in general and for this immigrant group in particular, whose tribal history
extends over the past 4000 years. The focus of my research was the
American experience and the context or background leading up to and
precipitating the immigration. | did not find other studies of other
immigration experiences or countries for comparison. | could not directly
interview participants; as there was no one still living, who had been a
member of the immigrant group.

My own bias and preconceived notions regarding the subject
matter of the research sources were in play, as | consciously worked to
compartmentalize my past views and search for new perspectives. This is

a complete, but not exhaustive, description of the limitations of this
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research study and dissertation. | have listed future research opportunities
in the appropriate section, areas which | did not address in this study, and
which may move the research subject and content beyond these limits.
Summary
In the research process, | employed inductive thought processes in the
review and analysis of the research data, according to qualitative research
methodology (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). As described by Bogdan and
Biklen, I vigilantly paid attention to my own bias.
The researcher spends a considerable amount of time in the
empirical world laboriously collecting and reviewing piles of data.
The data must bear the weight of any interpretation, so the
researcher must continually confront his or her own opinions and
prejudices with the data (p. 37).
| carefully followed this research process, recognizing the potential and
the temptation to embellish my own preconceived notions and opinions
with the data (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). | recognized it is imperative to
allow the research findings to inform the research process and analysis,
rather than my own opinions to do so, in order to attain the most reliable
outcomes from the research process (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). My
research subjects for this dissertation are no longer living. Therefore,
primary sources came through their documented voices and recorded lived
experiences, including autobiographical sources and written document
translations, as I had to “...rely on evidence from the past” (Marius &

Page, 2010, p. 4). My intention was to create a dissertation study, utilizing

an historical research model in combination with a feminist research
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model, to produce an historical feminist ethnography on immigrant Jewish
women of the Progressive Era. In addition, | utilized a feminist theory
approach for the dissertation study analysis. This combination of
historical and feminist research methodology, combined with feminist
theory analysis, enabled the discoveries and conclusions in this
dissertation study regarding the characteristics, qualities, and
accomplishments—the resiliency, power, and leadership of this female

immigrant group.
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CHAPTER THREE
WORLD EVENTS: FRAMING WOMEN’S EXPERIENCE

The historic period of 1880-1920 in America, was a time of rapid
change and powerful movement of population; known as the Progressive
Era (Takaki, 1993). Substantial numbers of immigrant minorities were
arriving in America. The coastal ends of the country were coming into
their own characteristics and purposes (Takaki, 1993). In New York City,
the Lower East Side was home to the burgeoning immigrant Jewish
population (Diner, 2000; Howe, 2004; Takaki, 1993). “By 1913...the
city’s Jewish residents outnumbered the population of the entire city in
1870” (Haw, 2005). Several events had an impact on the Jewish
population and the Jewish women particularly. These included: the
Pogroms of Eastern Europe and Russia (1880-1920); the Labor Strikes in
America and Russia (1880-1920); Economic Depression and the Panic of
1893; the Dreyfus Affair (1895); World War | (1914-1918); the Russian
Revolution of 1917; the Flu Pandemic of 1918, and Women’s Suffrage in
America (1920). Women’s experiences in the historical accounts of these
events are absent from many published accounts. The purpose of this
chapter is to expand on historical knowledge, assessment, and analysis of
immigrant Jewish women on the Lower East Side of New York, during
the years 1880-1920, the Progressive Era.

An important event affecting Jewish women of the Progressive Era
involved the pogroms, the organized attacks on Jews and Jewish

communities in different parts of the world, and specifically in Russia and
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Poland. These events and subsequent circumstances drove many Jews to
abandon their homes and lives in Russia and Poland, where they had been
for centuries. They sought refuge in many locations — including America,
specifically New York (Diner, 2004; Sorin, 1992).
The Pogroms: 1880-1920

America looked good to Jewish women in Russia and Eastern
Europe. The hardships of the Lower East Side and the garment district
working conditions did not seem so bad when compared to those in other
countries, such as Russia and Poland. Living conditions and working
conditions were even more severe for Jews in Russia and Eastern Europe
(Diner, 2004; Sorin, 1992). Members of the Jewish community in Russia
and Eastern Europe experienced extremely crowded, highly competitive
working conditions, as the authorities restricted Jews to living in
concentrated masses in certain areas, in shtetls. There were dire living
conditions, due to the pogroms. Pogroms were attacks by Gentiles against
the Jews characterized by “massacres of Jews and the destruction of their
shops and synagogues,” resulting in a state of constant alarm and terror
(Takaki, 1993, p. 278). The authorities associated pogrom activity with
both national and local political needs, for purposes of scapegoating
members of the Jewish community (Birmingham, 1984; Figes, 1996;
Mamet, 1995; Pipes, 1990; Rischin, 1962/1977). “Life in the Jewish
towns and villages was also intensely insecure, for anti-Semitic violence

was a ubiquitous reality in the shtetl” (Takaki, 1993, p. 278). The
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authorities subjected the Jewish community to relentless violence (Figes,
1996; Pipes, 1990).

Jews of Russia and Eastern Europe were “political refugees”
(Takaki, 1993, p. 277). According to Abraham Cahan, the Russian
government, including the Tsar, instigated the pogroms in order to direct
attention away from the country’s problems by scapegoating the Jewish
population (Takaki, 1993). Commoners accepted government propaganda
implicating the Jews as the source of the country’s problems. “Almost
everywhere, government officials encouraged acts of violence against
Jews” (Takaki, 1993, p. 277). Cahan indicated the pogroms forced
members of the Jewish community to accept that Russia was no longer a
viable home for them, and they would have to seek refuge elsewhere
(Takaki, 1993).

“Jews migrated to America because of pogroms” (Diner,

2000). America was the answer. America was “the Golden Land”
of unrestricted opportunity and compensated labor (Takaki, 1993,
p. 279).

At a sewing school in Minsk, Jewish girls received letters from

America describing astonishingly high wages—the starting pay for

a seamstress in New York was four dollars a week, a sum equal to

a month’s earnings in (Russian) rubles (Takaki, 1993, p. 279).
Millions left everything behind to seek a new start in America,

fleeing both poverty and relentless assaults (Diner, 2004; Sorin,

1992).
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“With a strength born of cultural renewal, they aspired also to
accomplish something. The United States as a land of opportunity—and
fortunately in a period of industrial expansion and economic growth—
provided the context for fulfilling this dream” (Sorin, 1992, p. 37). Unlike
the members of other immigrant groups, it was clear to the Jews they were
leaving their lives behind. There was no home for them in Russia or
Eastern Europe, to which they could or would return (Diner, 2000; Takaki,
1993).

The tsar’s advisor, his former tutor...now chief procurator of the

Holy Synod, vowed that one-third of Jews would convert to the

(Russian) Orthodox Church, one-third would emigrate, and one-

third would starve to death. Here was the stimulus for the great

late-nineteenth century Jewish exodus from Russia (Schneer, 2010,

p. 10).

This decree intentionally and inevitably spelled an end to Russian Jewish
life and culture (Sachar, 1976/1996). American Jews with political
influence also interceded with U.S. government officials to monitor the
situation in Russia and to intervene as much as possible in the event of
persecutions and pogroms (Diner, 1992).

The pogroms, along with individual or single assaults of violence
and destruction were the nightmares and day terrors of the Jewish
communities of Russia and Poland. Immigrant Jewish women on the
Lower East Side originated in, emigrated from these regions, and had
experience with these events, either directly or through reports

(Birmingham, 1984; Howe, 2004; Takaki, 1993). The threats, cruelties

and tortures associated with the pogroms were difficult to contemplate and
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beyond tolerance to endure (Birmingham, 1984). There was always
concern for the family members left behind by the immigrants (Howe,
2004). These conditions in the old country inspired the women’s gratitude
and acceptance, as they faced and coped with living and working
conditions on the Lower East Side of New York (Howe, 2004).

Next, the Jewish immigrant women participated in the labor strikes
occurring in America, primarily within their world of the garment industry
(Orleck, 1995; Schneiderman, 1967). The women took many heroic
actions associated with labor strikes and adverse working conditions.
Jewish women leaders were instrumental in turning the tide of labor
conditions in America (Schneiderman, 1967).

Labor Strikes in America and Russia—1880-1920

Numerous labor strikes within all sorts of industries and services
occurred in America and Russia throughout the Progressive Era. Two of
the strikes, located in New York, were the Buffalo Switchmen’s Strike of
1888 and the Newsboys Strike in New York City in 1899. One did not
involve the immigrant Jewish women, while the other did indirectly.
Reviewing these will give some broader context to strike events in
America and examine union activities outside of the garment industry, for
the purposes of historical context for this dissertation.

Buffalo Switchmen’s Strike in Buffalo, NY—1888
The switchmen organized to challenge their current wages,

associated with a change in labor law hours (Foner, 1955; VVoorhees,



40

1892). The increase amounted to 10% of current wages, which the
railroad management denied, and a strike ensued (VVoorhees, 1892). Local
authorities attempted through law enforcement to contain the disruptions
caused by the strikers. However, between sympathies of officers and
diverse areas and activities of the strikers, local authorities thought it
necessary to resort first to the militia, and then to the National Guard, as
they assessed the properties involved at $19,000,000.00 (Foner, 1955;
Voorhees, 1892).

When the State Board of Mediation and Arbitration became
involved, the railroad was not willing to participate. Having discharged
and replaced all the strikers, they contended it to be a non-issue, as they
had no conflict with their current employees. When the strike leaders
failed to enlist other railroad employee groups into a sympathy strike, and
the threats, intimidation and property destruction caused by the strikers
was not sufficient to bring about engagement or settlement from the
railroad authorities, the union officials called off the strike (Foner, 1955;
Voorhees, 1892). The failed strike was due to the inability of the various
union brotherhoods to present a fully united front to management (Foner,
1955). “The lesson of the Buffalo strike further shows the hopelessness of
any strike that, first, does not have the sympathy, support and countenance
of the press; and second, of any strike that depends in any measure
whatever for success on possible violence or intimidation” (Voorhees,

1892, p. 415).
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The Buffalo Switchmen’s Strike lacked legitimacy and support.
Str