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et . . o
by Maj Tim Brady . = .

The cover of the January 18, 1960 issue of AYIATION
WEEK AND SPACE TECHNOLOGY festured the
following  headline:  “C-130 Tewn Fliee A Show
Formations.” The cover photograph was that of four
C-130s in & very unusual formation and was captioned:
"Four Horsermen Begin Bomb-Burgt, ™

Bomb-Burst?

C-150 Agrial Demonstration Tearn?

Four Horsemean?

Somebody s got o be kidding!

Kideing? Hardly. The Four Herstren did, indeed,
exist, From 1956 to 1960 they theilled audiences
throughout  the  country  with  precision  feurship
formations in the big Heroules C-130, To “theill™ wes not

their goal. To demonstrate the performance, versatility,
and multi-role potential of the C-130 was, And thers wes
snother, completely undersiandable, goal. For yesrs ths
primary airlift mircraft wis the C-119, a good airpkne but
not particularly endowad with spectecular performance,
But now the sirlifrers had thomselves an aliplane with
power, manewersbility, spead, and endurance; a gut
airplane which could do everything batter. And with the
C-130, the aidifiers had a chance  demonstrate that
professional pilots thera wars nane bettar anywhers,

Such must have been the thought when in 1956, while
on B Irning mission at Fort Campbell, the sircraft
cormmanders wha were to become the Four Horamen,
conceived the idea of a C-130 demonstration tearm, That
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trned ot to be the simpls peart; promoting it fo a
pracucal reality becams the difficult task.

Hours upon hours of research into regulations, tech
ordars, and safaty standards, coupled with the tadicus job
of placing the show formations on paper, finally paid off
in tha form af TAC spproval, The Four Horsemen became
a sanctionsd serial demonstration w&mm.,

The tram was not Tormed as a separate un i with thedr
own mirplanes, mainterance teems, and orewes: rather the
cresws and airplanes were drawn from the resources of the
774th Troop Carrier Squedron which, during this pericd,
was stationed first at Ardmore AFE, Oklabhama, than
Seavart AFB, Temnesgae, (F course, the same crews that
mads up the Fowr Homemen team abways flew together
hut the awplanss were picked from the operational
aircraft on the flight fine.

The flving time necessary to praotioe the show
foamnations and to give performances came out of the
squadron's hida and kad to he sancheiched in behemen such
things a5 the Lebanon crisis, the Quemoy-Matsu thing, amd
numarcus sida trips to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and
Popa AFB, Morth Caraling for airbome wroop and heaw
aequiprnent drops, and scores of other operational missions
and exercises.

Soon after the tesrm was tormed, the word sbout
“thiosa guys that fly the big airplanes”’ spresd and requests
far demonstrations came hot and heavy. &nd no wonder;
the shows were exciting and completdy unigue in that &
kig tour engine turboprop was being usad as the ghow
alrcrafy rather than the Waditional fighter.

A typical show began with a four-ship, fwo seoond
mterval takecff. Since normal spacing for formation
takeoffs i fifteen seconds, the two seconds ussd by the
Horsamen made the takeoff appear to be & simultaneggs
four-ghip manauwer. Takeoff roll was kess than 2000 fest,
The gaar camé up on all four alrcraft simultanecusly and
tha flaps ware milked up while climbing cut. Passing the
and af the en thausnd fiost ruriay, the Horsermen wers
tucked in “diemond’’ formation end pessing 1500 foor
altiiede while climbing at 4000 fest per minote, Mext
come a high speed pass (sbout 270 knots] owver tha fisd in
diamond formation, followed by a diamond Tormation
chandelhe, The Horsemen thwn changed to an “armow
head™ formation for another fly-by, followed by a mngle
file “arrowe” forrmation Tty Each formation changs was
a orisp manewver dane in perfect coordination within full
vigww of the axhenos The nesxt-to-lEt maneoerr was a
bomb-burst done from the diemond formation. The
speclacular man@iver was beoun o command af the shot
mart, at which time ha started a steep pull up with a 46
degres el bank, at the me tme the lesder pulled up
and to tha right at 45 degrees of bank and the wingmen
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the four
horsemen

broke to the left and right, respectively, using 20 degrees
of bank, After the bomb-burst, the Formation guickly
rejoined and came over the field in echelon formation far
a simultaneous “fan break” owerhead pattern. The
Horsemen  rolled out on downwind in close  traif
formation, which was maintained to landing, with each
succeading aircraft touching down on alternate sides of
the runway.

Yith  their  impressive  performances, the  Four
Horsemen carved out a little piece of history for
themselves and for all airlift [troop carrier as it was then
callad), And, like the old saying, ™' It was graat fun while it
lasted.” {n the spring of 1980, the tearm was dishanded
because of the pressing operational need of the C-130
capahility,

The Four Horsemen achieved their objsctives. They
brought the capabilities of the C-130 to the forefrant of
discussion and they proved that as professional pilots and
crews, there ara none betker in the world than thass in
TAC airlift, And that's true today, -

. gmm

THE FOUR HORSEMEN {1960} FROM LEFT TO RIGHT .
CAPT HUBERT E. [GEME) CHAMEY, CAPT WILLIAM H.

HATFIELD, CAPT JAMES F. AKIN. AND CAFT DAVID L.
MOORE
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