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Cable Address "Inculcate, New York”

for

% . - - ., ; - : : - o
wife Maria Elizabeth White Jansen who were Presbyterian missionaries : Joreign Missions and Overseas Juterchurch Sc’?{;l?/lfc’i e _ "2
. . : e ) 3 The Board of Foreign Missions ) \s the vears we ore and o en's energies we
at the Cuhog leprosarlum in the Philippines .from 1922-1945. The : of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 0 vn o 12 the yesrs vent by, more and ?Z;i?ﬁ Ié;;tJ%?zhngziezxi‘g;t;on re
- ‘ a few i i ‘o) la, he ha ined i ion durin
Jansens were instrumental 1n the development of infrastructure at Culion ; 156 Fitth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. s feu days of business trips to anils, he had rensined in Culion durig
% g v A 9 plenty of opportunities for work, so one cannot get lonely. Furthermore, we
SUCRLTARILS believe that God called us here and we have not yet felt that He gave us

and nourishing Protestant spiritual life there. Their daily advocacy and
devotion for the lepers of Culion improved countless lives on the 1sland.
Very little has been written about the Jansens. There are a multitude of
primary sources, like letters and mission board reports. These sources
reveal the Jansens’ work ethic and opinion of their missionary work. The
most integral source has been Quarterly of the American Mission to

leave to give up the interests centered in Culion." This was the year that

Mr. and Mrs. Jansen would ordinarily have retired and returned to the United

? Ry States. This decision they left "definitely in the Lord!s hands". Mr. -

LY ederick Jansen ‘ Jansen reported that "the cheerful consent of our Presbyterian Board" had been
o renortEl Minute i granted and that "we shall stay on while He gives us strength to serve in our

Adopted by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 5 little corner. And beloved Brethren, whether in your midst on the active

Jamuary 20, 1953 list or on the honorably retired one, we are hoping that we may continue to

have your prayers, sympathy and love, as hitherto. - The fellowship of the

Brethren has been prized by me beyond words. And, if we do not often have

the chance of meeting, we are daily remembering you in prayer."
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The Board made record of the death of the Rev. P. Frederick Jansen,
retired missionary to the Philippines on November 16, 1952, at Glendale,

California. The Cebu Annual Conference meeting on December 12, 1952, and

representing many of the churches which were the fruits of the Jansens!

Paul Frederick Jansen was born on May 3, 1865, at Nyborg, Denmark.

untiring work expressed their condolence to Mrs. Jansen and family.

Lepers, Song after Sorrow: The Jansens of Culion, which details the
transnational story of their lives. They were just two of the countless
missionaries who have followed God’s calling, traveled overseas, and
made sacrifices for others. Their lives are worth remembering due to the
care, fellowship, and service they offered to the lepers of Culion. Their
work 1s not much different than that of Father Damien and Mother

He attended the Latin School at Aalberg, Denmark, and the Blaagaards Seminary
at Copenhagen, Demmark. Coming to the United States, he entered the Mills
Training School for Male Nurses in New York City, from which he was grgduatgd
in 1892, He enlisted in the "Volunteers of America’ and became an ?fflcer in
the organization, where he served for approximately four years. 'W@lle be was
thus engaged in the Philippines, he was attracted to the Presbyterian M}SSlon
and sent his application te the Board, and on July 6, 1903, he was appointed
while on the field. In 1901 he had been married to Miss Maria Elizabeth _
White, who was born in Ireland and had come tO the Philippines by way.of.Spaln.
The new couple was assigned to Cebu and later to Batangas for evangelistic
work. Both of them were able to preach effectively and soon made an impact

with their earnest spirit in these areas.

Mr. Jansen had been in ill health for four or five years before his
death. Three friends with whom he had worked so long in the Philippines were
present at the funeral and had a part in the service -~ Dr. J. Andrew hall,
Dr. David S. Hibbard, and Dr. Roy H. Brown, all retired missionaries from the

Philippines.

The Board gives thanks for this faithful service to those whom the
Lord loves, and extends to Mrs. Jansen its deepest sympathy.
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wwWhen Culionwas designated as a leper island and many Protestants
were among the segregated ones, the question arose, "Whom shall we send?"
Mr. and Mrs. Jansen answered voluntarily and unhesitatingly. In 1922 they
took up work at the Culion Leper Colony; this was to remain as thelr center
of service for more than twenty years. They retired in 1935 but continued on
the field; even the war did not interrupt them, for they were not interned.
In 1945 at the age of 80, Mr. Jansen returned to the United States for medical

attention and was later joined by Mrs. Jansen.

Teresa. There lives are remarkable, considering the time period in which
they traversed to the Philippines. Here is a remarkable set of people and
barely anyone has heard of their work. Why 1s this? They gave up all of
their modern conveniences and traveled to a far off 1sland where leprosy
was rampant. To answer why the Jansens are worth remembering, first I
must detail what makes a life worth remembering. Then analyze what
about the Jansens’ lives make them memorable.

Mr. Jansen's annual report for 1921-22 tells of his last visits to
many of the Batangas congregations and of the beginning of his work at the
Culion Leper Colony. Already one can see his deep interest in the future of
the colony and in the people who were to be harboured there. In l?ZS Mr.
Jansen reported that in addition to the elementary school and hospital waxrd
and the dormitories for men and women, he had started a carpenter shop, a
tailer shop and a shoe shop, all of which had been taken over by the

Government.
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Overview of the Jansens’ Service in the Philippines

The Culion Leper Colony was established in 1906 at Culion, an 1sland off of Palawan, Philippines.
Paul Frederick Jansen (1865-1952) enlisted for the Spanish-American War as a hospital steward; he
had trained as a nurse in New York City. He was sent to Manila with the army. There his was able
to do Christian work among the soldiers and others. Maria Elizabeth White (1869-1955) came to
the Philippines with the Christian Missionary Alliance. When the Christian Missionary Alliance left
she stayed behind and began working for Dr. James B. Rodgers and his wife Anna, who were
Presbyterian missionaries. Elizabeth taught bible classes at San Lazaro, a Spanish leprosy hospital
in Manila. There she and Paul Frederick Jansen met and they married September 30, 1901. In
November 1903 they joined the Presbyterian Mission and began working in the province of Cebu
and Batangas. They preached, taught bible classes, and organized churches. In 1922 the Jansens
volunteered to go work among the people suffering from leprosy at Culion. They remained there
until 1945 when they were forced to return to the United States due to health problems.
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Figure 3. May 27, 1906- Arrival of lepers from Cebu (Culion

Figure 1. Leper’s Ward, 1910 government report (Culion
Sanitarium and General Hospital)

Sanitarium and General Hospital).

Figure 2. Nuns caring for patients in Leper’s Ward
(Culion Sanitartum and General Hospital).




