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The native American or Eastern oyster is pro-
duced primarily via aquaculture. In 2016,
approximately 80 commercial oyster farms in
600 acres of coastal water leased and permit-
ted from the state. Maine’s oyster growers are
small, owner-operator businesses. Each farmer
can have multiple lease sites.
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Most Maine oyster farms grow the same species,
Crassostrea virginica, although some production of
the European flat or Belon oyster (Ostrea edulis) also
occurs. Oysters vary widely in appearance due to their
growing conditions. Oysters feed by filtering algae and
other particles from the water. The look and taste of
oysters varies from river fo river depending on what
kind of algae they eat, culture technique, and water
flow, temperature and salinity. Maine’s clean, cold wa-
ters produce high quality oysters. Market names vary,
though typically correspond to the growing location.

Splowe the Oystev [il

Explore the Oyster Trail ~ learn where to eat and
buy Maine oysters, take a tour of an oyster farm,
and learn more about this $5 million industry that
is part of Maine’s working waterfront.

visit oY sterlnoilmoine.ovg for details.

Produced by Maine Sea Grant; map by College of the Atlantic GIS Laboratory.
Map not intended for navigation. For more information on lease holders and
locations, visit maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/index.html
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