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Betsy HRoss.

Bretsy Boss, maker of the fivst American flag and daughter of
Fumuiel Griscom, whe assisted in the eeeclion of Independence
#Hull, was born tw Philadelphia in the gear 1752 and in 1773 was
wiareied to dobn Foss, whoe died in 1776, while serving his
rouniry.

Bhortlp after bis deatlh, June 14, 1777, Congress Decided
npon the Destgn for a National flog. Thicteen siripes alternale
redt aud white, and that the Wuton be thictern stars, in a blue field,
rrepresenting a wem constellation.

A rommitter romprising Eeorge  Washington, Fobert Horria
and Grorge Boss, ralled upon FArs. Boss and requested her o
muderiake the wemwinyg of it.

Mirs. #Mons, who wus noted for her skill in needle work and
mas engaged in the flag making business previons to the abhnplion
of a National Standard, accepted oud offered the sunpestion
abopted—that five potuted stars be used in the deston, tnstead of
gix pointed onea.

Mlrn, #oss reerived a contrart to make all gopernment flags
and her first commisston amonnieh o £14 1268 20, for the flags
for the fleet in Belaware Rioer. FHer dangbter, Mra. Tlarissa
Wilson, rontinurd the business wntil 1857, long after Wetsy
Hoas's death in the year 1036,

Jn 1898 was formed the Betsy Boss Memorial Associstion
which by 1905 had converted the old howe of Betsy Boss into
public property, as the American Flan Honse.

W truat that the old howse may long be preseroed to keep
aling in  patriotic bearts the wmemories thal are inseparably
amsncinted mith the origin of our beantiful baoner

Che Glorious Stars and Stripes.
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