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In this brief introduction, we examine the themes and issues that link the three papers in this special section. In each case, neoliberal conservation practices
appear to be predicated on a certain kind of individual subject with certain kinds of motives and behaviours-the rational actor. Taken together, these three papers
challenge three assumptions of rational actor models, including that individuals are self-interested and attempt to maximise their own benefits, that they only
respond to economic incentives, and that economic markets are free, mutual, and rational. Together these articles promote greater attention to how individuals
are conceptualised in conservation efforts, and suggest alternative ways to think through conservation projects.
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