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PREF ACE

ﬁenry Carter Stuartl was a prominent farmer and
wealthy businNSQM.n in Southwestern Virginia. He was
a politician in the hard fousht "Redeem the Ninth"
Congressional electlon of 1910. And, he was elected,
unopposed in both the primary and general electlong, to
the govermorshipvof Virginia in 1913,

iLenest political office

~

Althouzn he reached the
in the State, Virginia histoxy glves Stuart no .
more than mere mention. It was because of this lack
of recognition that I selected to study Henry Carter
Stuart. My purpose was to deternine if he had bheen
um’:‘aiz"ly accorded the position of relative unimportance,
or if Stuart, by virtue of his own action, failed to
guallfy himselfl for a place in Virginla astory.

Stuart was not the tyoe of verson to vermit peovle
to know about nim or his orivate and business affairs.
Hig descendents believe that before he died, he destroyed
his private letters and papers. Thcrbfor:, it was
necessary to comnlile thls study through research of his
assoclates, by int “:{icws with hils descendents and other
.veople who knew him in the 1920's and 1930's, =and

through study of the political conditlons during the



iv

time that Stuart was active in Virginia politics. The
man who has received go 1ittle recosznition of his
political record evidentally vreferred to leave no

record at all.

Therefore, I gubmlt this study of Henry Carter
Stuart: Virginia farmer, voliticlan, and incidentally,

Governor.
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CHAPTER X

HENRY CARTER STUART: FARMER AND BUSINESSNAN

Youth and Early Manhood

puring the reign of James I (1603~1625), the fam~
ily of Archibald Stuart left Scotland and settled in
Ipelana,1 Archibald Stuart was born in Londonderry,
Ircland, and in 1726, he, along with hundreds of his
countrymen, fled to the English colonies 1o escape po-
litical and religious persecution. lHe settled in Penn~
sylvania, and when a general amncsty was grented several
years later, Stuart sent for his wife, Janet (Brovn)
Stuart, and his family. In 1737 or 1738, Archibald

Stuart moved his family to Augusta County, Virginiu.2

17he Stuarts of Virginia trace their Tamily back
to Archibald Stuart. The lineal descent does
not include the royal House of Stuart of Scotland.

2prechibald Stuart and his family were a part of
the Scots-~Irish and German movement to the Valley
of Virginia in the eighteenth century. The gov-
ernments of Great Britain and Virginia encouraged
the peopling of the Valley by & system of land
grants to the immigrants. For a more detailed
discussion of the settling of the Valley, see
William E. Hemphill and others, Cavalicr Common-
wealth, History and Government of Virpginia, (New

York, 4957)s 96-102.




Stuart's son, Alexander, became a large land owner
in Augus?a County.j He was a major in the Continental
Army.'.Alexander's son, Archibald Stuart, studied law
under Thomas Jefferson, and he eventually became &
Judge in Staunton,l Judge Stuart's sons were Alexan-
der H, H, Stuart, who became a lawyer and landowner in
Patrick County, and Archibald Stuart, wvho was the fa-
ther of Confederate General James Iwell Brown Stuart.
Alexander H. H., Stuart represented his county in the
State Constitutional Conventions of 1829 and 1350, and
he served in both houses of the Virginia legislature.
He was chairman of the famed "Committee of Nine' that

proposed & compromise to the Undervwood Constitution in

A (&) - 3

JThe men of the Stuart family have always been
given the Scottish names of Archibald and Al-
exander.

””What (George) Vythe had been to Jefferson,
Jefferson became to young Stuart; advisor,
friend, and revered associate throughout life."
gee Armistead C. Gordon, "A Historic Virglaia
Home," Address at the dedication of the Tablet
of the Beverly lanor Chapter of the American
Revolution, marking the Stuart House in Staun-
ton, Va., on October 30, 1928. (llo publisher;
bound bhooklet at Aldermen Library, University
of Virginia, Charlottesville.) FYor a short
biographical sketch of Archibald Stuart, see
Hugh B. Grigsby, The History of the Virginia

Federal_Convention of 1788, (Richmond, 1891),

Vol. 1i, Chapter 1, 9~15,
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1868 and 3869o5 Archibald Stuart had two sons, James
Ewell Brown Stuafté, and Willianm A. Stuart, a success-
fal: buqﬂnn ssman in Southwestern Virginla, who was the
father of the future governor of Virginia. It wa:

from this lineasze, which was dlstinguished for its
record of public service to the state of Virglinia, that
Heary Carter Stuart descended.

William A. Stuart first established hinself as a
merchant in Wytheville. In 1861 he was the co-Tounder
of the Stuart, Buchansn, and Company, which was the
lesses of the saltworks in Washington and Symth Counties.
Later Stuart and a business assoclabe, George Palmer,
eztablished and operated the Preston 3alt Works in Salt-
ville in 1863 and 1864, This comwany becane the most
important source of salt for the Coafederate Army.,

Since salt was one of the most vital of war materials,

Stuart experienced conslderable financlal rrowbhe.

A AN AN AR L U W Tl WS

5The "Committee of Nine" was made uwo of Virginia
Conservablves who "provosed to sceept Negro sufl«
frage in the hope of eliminating from the Under-
wood Constitutuion the clauszes denying to foriaer
supnorters of the Confederacy the risht to vote
and the rizht to hold office.” See Willian B.
Hemphill and others, ’1V“w]_1r“v p(w“ﬂov\, “‘1T h, (New
Y!)I“', 1957), j)7-~3“),).' For a blosravny of Stuart,
o6 ]rﬁvvior F. Robertson, ﬁlaxaudnp H.H. Stunax Ly
1807-189%, & Biomranny, (Richiond, 1925). ~

7
\) v | k4
For a blosravhy of J.E.B. Stuart, see Burke
UdV]u; 3fU )LUQY&.chG Lagt Cavel 1(1; (Wew York,

£n Ly
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Stuart married Mary Taylor Carter and built a
home called "Loretto" in Wytheville., It was there,
on January 18, 1855, that the future governor of Vir-
ginia was born. Seven years later, Henry Carter Stu-
art's mother died in Saltville from a “camp fever"
contracted while caring for wounded Confederate sol-
diers at Emory and Henry College. His father remar-
ried Kllen (Spiller) Brown, and from this marriage,
there were four sons and one daughter.7

William A. Stuart was "prominently engaged in
manufacturing and general buglnCno,'B and he soon
accunulated a large fortune. He founded Stuart Land
and Cattle Company, and he expanded his business in-
terests to include approximately fifty thousand acres
of land in Russell, Tazewell, Washington, and Symth
Counties. During the 1880's Stuart Land and Cattle
Company owned what was then said to be '"the most val-
uable herd of registered shorthorn cattle in the
world, and many of their animals were bought and sold

Tor fabulous prices, They shipped many registered

TInformation on the Stuart lineage was found in
Henry Carter Stuart, "Stusrts of Virginia:
Geneological Tables," 1932; additions by Wwalter
Stuart, 1965; unpublished booklet, Russell County
Library, Lebanon, Virginia.

8Ly0n G. Tyler, Encyclopedie of Virginia Biography,

(New York, 1915), vol., VIIL, 12,
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cattle all over the world and exported thousands to
England."9 In 1868 Stuart bought the Thomas Hendricks
‘house and estate, and he moved his family to the Klk
Garden section of Russell County. It was this farm
that would later become the home of his eldest son,
Henry Carter Stuart.

William A. Stuart was a diligent and uncompromising
father. He introduced his son to life in the country
and encouraged him to learn all types of manuél farm
labor. The younger Stuart was not allowed the luxury
of idleness, but he was given regular jobs on the Stuw
art farms.1o On one occasion, Henry Carter Stuart was
dropping corn on the Elk Garden Farm, It was a hot
day, and the younger Stuart fell over in a corner of
the field and told his father that he could not fin-
ish the job., His father looked down, and said, sir,
get up," and the future governor continued to drop
his corn.']

Henry Carter Stuart recelved his early education

JGoodridge Smith, Symith County History and Tradi-

&l
tions, (Kingsport, Tennessee, 1932), 196,

10Phe Stuart Land and Cattle Company was made up
of several separate farms: Elk Garden l'arm,
Rich Mountain Farm, Rosedale kFarm, and Clifton
yarm. The Stuarts referred to them in this
manner.

11George W. Settle, "History of }lk Garden," 1962;
unpublished paper, Russell County Library, Leba-
non, Virginia,
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in private schools in Symth and Wythe Counties. In
later years he often remarked thet as a child he had
& difficult time 1earning,12 Stuart entered Emory and
‘Henry College15 in 1871, and was graduated in 1874
with an A, B. degree. He attended the University of
Virginia Law School from 1874 to 1875. When he re-
turned to Russell County, he became an assistant to
his father in the Stuart Land and Cattle Company ra-
ther than starting a law practice.“‘L

In the late 1880's William A. Stuart purchased
a resort hotel at White Sulph%r Springs, West Virginia.
This purchase and the panic of 1893 resulted in in-
debtedness that threatened to wipe out the Stuart es-
tate. Henry Carter Stuart was thrust into a position
of great business responsibility in 189l when William
A, Stuart died. Stuart was forced to sell the stocks
and securities of Stuart Land and Caltle Company to a

banking firm from New York City, DBlair and Company.1)

12y3il1liam G. Smith, interview, August 26, 1969.
Smith is a distant relative and former employce
of Stuart.

13Emory and Henry College, which is Methodist spon-
sored, is a small liberal arts college in Washin
ton Countye.

Thyi11sam A, Stuart II, interview, December 29,
1969, Stuart is a necphew of Henry Carter stuart,

Rirra = & 3 4 . " Ly (e s - v OC
1Owilliam A, Stuart 1J, interview, December 29, 19069,
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Remaining land and businesses were either mortgaged
or sold.16

Blair and Company hired Henry Carter Stuart to
‘manage the Stuart Land and Cattle Company. Stuart
was gradually able to put the property back on &
paying basis through the resources and capital pro-
vided by Blair and Company. In 1699, only five years
after the sale of the property, Stuart began to re-
purchase the various farms that had made up the Stu-
art estate. With only a few thousand dollars, he
bought back part of the land, and he then secured a
mortgage on that land in order to get the money to
buy back the remainder of the Stuart land. 17 Through
small enterprises of his own, Stuart was able to ac-
quire the stocks and securities of Stuart Land and
Cattle Company from his financiers in New York. It
was a financial struggle that was a crisis in Stuart's
early manhood, but by 1905 he had paid off the debtls

and was the sole owner of the Stuart properties.

161he salt company was sold to the Mathieson Al-
kali Works Corporation which has turncd the
operation into extensive chemical producing
plants, For a more detailed account of sale
of the Stuart properties, see Goodridge Smith,
v _History and Traditions, (XKingsport,
1932), 195,

1750hn R, McMahon, editor, How These Farmers Suc-
ceeded, (New York, 1919), 108, "IhAe author
was sent to the farm of Stuart to get the story
of the owner from his own mouth."
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Southyestern Virginia Farmer

v @

Henry Carter Stuart was first and foremost a
farmer. Hils pnolitical career was a nere incldental.
Iﬁ later years Stuart looked back over his accomplishments
and said that hls greatest honora had come to him as
a férmer.18

Instead of practicing the profession for wnich he
had been educated, Henry Carter Stuart was, as it has
been aptly stated, to find "his name and fortune 1in
the sequestered blue grass pastures of Russell Oounty.“lg
Stuart loved his land and was debermined to be a suc-

cessful farmer. When asked by a by a city friend what he

was going to do with all the "“scenery and fresh alr

away back there miles from a rallroad," Stuart re-

plied that he would "make it the best farin in Virginia,

a

on which to bread the finest cattle the Soubkh can
20
produce."
In the besginning Stuart's farms were not as

productive as they should have been. There were few good

18
Ibid,, 108.

1159 v En o
William H.T. Squires,
A Short 1 l%to;w'{)f.tkw:x )01“
(i%)!u smoutin, Virginia, 1 }/))

i ] ~ 4= ’
JJ:uh;1 Lentaur

A6 By :
John R. McMahon, editor ﬂqw thm@ Farmers Succeeded,
( N eyl Y() li”': ? 1 f') 1. lf) ) ¢ l (‘) LJ j ) S . i
henceforth be ro?orred to ‘hese

Farmers Succe ded
S ALUE TS QUCCre
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roads, the nearest railroad was forty miles away at
Glades Spring, and he lacked the immediate capital to
invest in modern equipment. There were debts and mort-
gages to be paid, but Stuvart was not a farmer to be de-
feated., He was a man of great will power and energy.
Stuart established his farms first in "diversified
farming, with livestock as the foundation, which en-
"abled (him) to master a situation which bore all the
brands of discouragement. In the years when the hounds
of debt chased the mad wolf almost to (his) door, from
the mountains and the valleys c¢ame the cattle, the
horses, and the hogs to turn the tide to safety."21
gtuart's success must be contributed to his busi-
ness tact and encrgy. He was a good judge of live-
stock, and he did a great desal to promote the live-
stock industry, particulerly pure breeds, in South-
western Virginia. He built up a select herd of pure-
bred shorthorn cattle. He imported bulls from the
best herds of England and Scotland., It was not long
before Stuart's blue-grass fed cattle were bringing
top prices in northern and foreign markets. Stuart's
"attention was given...to serving the most exclusive
markets, and his beef came into such great demand by

~ ]

clubs, hotels, and more distingulshed restaurants in

211bid., 109.
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the urban céntcrs of the United gtates and Burope,
that he became known as the largest individual cattle
man east of the NMississippi River,"??

gtuart had become so well known as a farmer that
Governor James Hoge Tyler (1898~1902) appointed Stuart
to the State Board of Agriculture. The demands of his
farms and livestock, however, forced Stuart to request
that he not be reappointed after serving a one-year
term, 22

Inproving the breed of livestock in Southwestern
Virginia was a project in which Stuart was actively
interested. He sold sires frdm his pure-bred h@rds
to the owners of grade or scrub cattle. Stuart stated
that he did not try to make money from his herd of
pure-bred shorthorns. "I sold the bulls for so little
that breeders thought I was lacking in business judg-
ment. But I knew what this region needed snd...l have
continued to sell bulls in that way, till now there

are no finer herds of breeding grade beef cattle in

22Rpobert Glass and Carter Glass, Jr., History of
Virginia Democruacy, (Springfield, Illinois, 1937)
Vol. I, 509, The biographical sketch of Stuart
vas written by Alexander Forward, who was Stuart's
secretary.

25henry Carter Stuart expresced his wish that Gov-
ernor Tyler not reappoint him in a letter dated
January L, 1899. The letter, which is in the
James Hoge Tyler Collectlon, Huntington Library, -
San Marino, California, was located by corres-
pondence with the curator of manuscripts.
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America than right here in these mountains. I have
profited from it and so have my neighbors,"2d

By the time he became active in politics, Stuart
had enlarged his land holdings to approximately fifty-
five thousand acres, four thousand acres of which he.
farmed. le had twenty-five thousand acres planted in
blue grass, white and red clover, timothy, corn, wheat,
and oats in order to provide feed for his large herds
of livestock. His herds numbered three to four thou-
sand heads of cattle and about six hundred hogs. The
remainder of Stuart's land was heavily timbered, and
he gradually converted this into Junber, 22

Stuart found it necessary to build up the pro-
ductivity of his land. He did this by a system of
crop rotation and by use of legumes and lime., Stuart
stated that he discovered early in his carecr "that a
system of farming that robbed the soil either by in-
different methods of cropping and tillsge or by per-
mitting the fertility to wesh away was not the kind

that would endure or that would mekc the farner

7 .
ZMMcMahon, How These Farmers Succeceded, 111, Later

when 3tuart ran for Congress in 1910, many Repub-
lican farmers, who had profited from his pure-
bred bulls, supported the Democratic Stuart, They
argued that "Stuart's bulls have done more for
this district and for Virginia than any man that
ever was born,"

o0 8 N E; . . i =
4)Ah%ﬁ,, 113-11L. Also, Villiam-A. Stuart, inter-
view, December 29, 1969,
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prosperous. The first thing I did was to have the soil

enalyzed by an expert at the state agricultural col-
lege."26 Stuart then planted clover and other legumes,
He uscd bone meal and lime, ancé he set up a three-year

rotation system. Since limestone was plentiful on his

farms, Stuart built a lime-kiln and bought a crusher

to grind up the limestone. He set an example for near-

by farmers by making his own land more productive.
Farmers in the southwestern section, as well as

throughout the State, began to adopt his methods. 1t
was without debate that Stuart was considered to be

the leading progressive farmer of Virginia in the early
1900's .21

Henry Carter Stuart operated his farms under the

tenant system. There were approximately one hundred
and fifty families

who worked his farms. Stuart did

26;9;@., 115-116, Stuart was referring to Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Va.

2lpn interesting comparison may be made between
gtuvart of the twentieth century and John Taylor
of Caroline and kdmund Ruffin of the nineteenth
century. All three arc characterized in the
tradition of the Virginia farmer-politician,

g farmers they were concerned with improved
agricultural methods. Stuart, no doubt,; read
Ruffin's Southern Planter, and used Ruffin's
ideas of crop rotation and of the use of line to
combat acidity in soil. Taylor, Ruffin, and
stuart became involved in public service, buat
their political careers were mere incidentals

when coumpared to their success as farmers,
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not have a problem of labor shortage. The tenant fami-
lies were generally large; his tenants grew their own
labor. One of Stuart's favorite stories was about one
of his tenants, and a deal they made., It seems that
Stuart told the tenant thst if he and his wife would
have and rear twenty-one children, Stuart would give
him a farm and five hundred dollars. The tenant agreed
to the deal, and twenty-onc children later, Stuart
deeded a farm to the tenant and peid him the five hun-
dred dollars.28

Stuart contracted all the crop production to his
tenants. He furnished the land, and the tenants fur-
nished the labor, tools, teams of mules, and seeds.
The tenants were paid about fifteen to eighteen dol-
lars an acre for corn, and Stuart allowed them to take
one half of the wheat and then sell it to him at a
contract price., Stuart paid day wages for cutting
weeds, harvesting hay and clover, and other miscell-
ancous farm chores.<? He paid his tenants in script
books which contained coupons that could be spent at
the gencral slores operated by Stuart on the Flk Gar-
den and Rosedale Tarms. At the end of the month, the
tenant could get cash for any coupons that he had left

11 his Book.

s et 3 Y e R £ 80 S0

G o5 . . < 2 . I, ~ L
2dW1L11am G. Smith, interview, August 26, 1969

29Ilc?-.»’faho:::1 How These I
S R o ) R v e o

gucceeded, 118,

Oyilliam G. Smith, interview, August 26, 1969.
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gtuart's farms

operated two stores,

>

and corn meale Most of

way. Almost all the

care of on the farm.

to have two cows, & flock of

The tenants had good houses

transportation to the public

qtuart seldom 1o
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to buy farms of their oWI e 52
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fgir deals. The Democratic
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the crops
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self~sufficient.31 He
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were utilized‘in some
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saving enough money

ve in politics and made
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and did not give them
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statement in

tenanis bo oall 8 DEetiDE and to make a
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31giuart's farms were set up on @ system that re-
sembled the plantation system of pre~Civil Var
days. Yor & more detailed gtudy of the operation
of the selfwsufficient plantation system, sce
Ulrich B. PhilipSy Llﬂqwa&QwLahgyw}D@@bﬁwglgwﬁgpmp,
188=217.

(Boston, 1930) s
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ty il’ltCI‘ViCW, Sep‘(,ex‘:]ber 12 5
gtusrt's niece by marriage.
ug of people in Russell

nants were given falr deals
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a.sta'ement saying that they exvected to cast a unanimous
vote for Stuart. The Statgﬂ~ht, entitiled, "What Hr.
Stuart's Tenants Say," was circulsted throughout the
district., It declarsd: "ir. Stuart has always threated

his men kKindly, =nd will nlways ﬂle any of us when we geb
in a hard place. We have always lived well and we are living

wellm”33

Southwestern Virginla Businessman

5

Henry Carter Stuart's interests extended beyond the
boundaries of his farws. He expanded into timber and coal
in Rugsell, Buchanan, Tazewell, and Wise Counties. Stuart
was a businessman looking ahead; he bought up thougends
of acres of coal rights for as 1little as twenty-five to
fifty cents an acre. One particular »urchase of thirty-one

Re Tl
acres in Buchanan County was made with one sgorrel unare.””

Eventually Stuart and B. W. Stras of Tazewell County,
together with several of theif business ~swuo‘xves,

pooled their cosl rights. They chartered the

A 01 e e A o T RN

¥ Lewis P, 3ummev“ Papers, Alderman Library, University
of" Virginia. ited in (§n5' }1, Hathoin, "The Politicsal
Career of C. au.n,,w_ Slemn, (Ph. D. Dissertation,
Duke University, 1950), ()ue

r ]

’s,
3 Office of the Clerk of the Clrcult Court of

-4 19 4
Bucharnan C(m nty, G'z-umw 5 Vo «y Deed Book U, 425.
Oy Paul Brown v !

August 26, 1969.
a

: TPy« 3 M Oy YA = ¢ ¥k +
wn was a buslness r.!._-mf)‘...ﬁ_f.t_.:_: of Stuart.
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Buckhorii Coal and Iron Inproveunent Couwvnany during the
first decade of the 1900's. When the large mining
companlies ﬂﬁgan to move into Southwastern Virginis,
the Buckhorn Company, of which Stuart was the President,
made leases to the coal companles, and collected as much
ag Tive to ten cents per ton on mined coa1.35
Stuart had become, not only a well-known and
respected farmer, but also a wealthy businessman with
considerable power and influence. When the Citizens
Bank of Lebanon, Virginla, was chartered in 1902, Stuart
was zmong the charter directors. He served as the
President until 1907, at which time he resligned when the
Russell County Bank and the Ciltizens Bank mersged and
started operation as the First Natioﬁal Bank of Lebanon.
Azein Stuart was smong the charter directors, but in 1908
he was revnlaced on the Board of Directors bzcause "he falled
to qualify."36 He was also a director of tae State and

City Bank and Trust Company of Rlchmond, and he wzas a

stockholder in varions smnall banks in Southwestern Virginia.

i L LI SRS

&
3)William A. Stuart II, interview, Dec. 29, 1967,
36 r ] \ . "wrrs ke

Mrs. Turner A. Gilmer, "History of Russell County
Banks," 1966, unpublished paper, Russell County
Library, Lebanon, Va. No expnlanation could be

found for Stuart's failure to qualdfy as a director.
L § .
The fmerican Historical Assoclation, History of
Virzinla, (New York, 1924), Vol. V, 677777777

37
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-Stuart was engrossed in the development of gouth-
western Virginia. He was actively concefned about the
improvement of living standards, and he wes equally in-
terested in the education of the children of his tenants.

He deeded land on the Belfast Farm for an elementary
Sghool that was appropriately called Stuart Instituten38

rt in securing a new ten

Stuart played an important pz
of

thousand dollar brick gschool building on & corner

his Elk Garden Farm. The K1k carden School operated
as an elementary and junior high school until 1916.

Garden District had twelve; one

Due to his efforts, the 1k
' to four room schoole,, &8 well &s one Negro school. Stu~

art provided Russell County's first school bus, &
covercd wagon which took about twenty children fronm
the Wlk Gerden Store to the i1k Garden School. During
the days of gilent motion pictures, hevbought a pro-
jector 1o show mévies to the public in the auditorium
of the Elk Garden gehoole gtuart also contributed
money to install & furhace in the school .27
Stuart donated 1large gums of money to area col-
leges, On one occasion, he gave oOnc hundred thousand

——

o

of the curcuit Court of

Glerk
Va., Dbecd Book 41, 332.

[o]
38gprrice of the
Lebanoly

Russell county,
S9yrs. George Bundys npuscell County History-~The
Schools;" 1965, unpublished peper, Russell Coun-
L,ehanoh; Vae

ty Librarys
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city in their homese

18-

dollars to his alma mater, Emory and Henry College.

He also sought out promising young people and lent
them the funds to attend college.uo

His interest in education did not go unnoticed.

In 1902 Stuart was named to the Board of Visitors of

the University of virginlg, and later to the William
and Mary College Board of Visitors., He was chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Emory and Henry College.41
The people of the w1k Garden area Were among the
first people in rural Russell county to have electri-

In 1916 Appalachien power Com=

pany wanted to build a high voltage linc from Salt-
ville to the Cclinchfield oal Mines in the western
part of Russell Countys The couwpany had to build

through fifteen miles of gtuart property, and stuart
the company

consented to the cons sfruction only after

agreed to build a sub-station to supply the w1k Gar-
3 3 t Z 2
den areca with electricity.

The first telephones 1D Russell County connectled
Stuart's office in mlx Garden with his other Tfarms.

o WA M.—...,.»-NM"“' .
4 1 Qanyt oI DY ‘
U4Oyre, Harry Co. gtuart, intervievs September 12,
1969, The statement is unsupported.

— c A
Ylyi11iem G Smith, interview, Avgust 20, 999’
also William Ao otuawt 1T, interviev, Decemper

29, 1969.

L2yip1iam Ge Avgust 2hy 1969,

Smith, interviev,



- G

At his own expense, Stuart installed three direct tele-
phone lines to the home of Dr. Arch Graham in Belfast.
Since Graham was the only doctor in the area at that
time, Stuart felt it was neéessary to install the tele-
phone lines so that his tenants could have medical at-
tention as quickly as possflble.L"3

Stuart was an active member of the Elk Garden
Methodist Church. He was also an ardenl supporter of
the Belfast Methodist Church. Stuart gave about halfl
of all contributions made to these churches. Any time
a special fund was being raised, he matched the amount
collected. He was a layman anh a member of the Sou-
thern Methodist General Conference. Stuart taught
the Mens' Bible Class at the Ilk Garden Church, wherc
he was a life-long member of the Board of Stewards.

The Rlk Garden arce was the only district in the
county that did not have, nor apparently need, a depu-
ty sheriff. Stuart believed that the moncy spent in
the two churches provided the best law enforcement.
He felt that the work of the churches and the minis-
ters prevented would-be hoodlums from desiroying the
community .

Henry Carter Stuart married his cousin, Margaret

Bruce Carter, on February 26, 1896. She was the

ujjbidw s Smith interview, Auge. 26, 1969,

Wiipid.,



daughter of hisg mother!

Stuart was

business, and was,

Carter home in Symth County. A

resulted in the marriage.

L5

‘Mary Fulton Stuart.

asscolated

therefore,

AV

s brother, Charleg D. Carter.

with his uncle in the cattle
a fregquent visitor in the
courtship developed and

Stuart had only one daughter,

Henry Carter Stuart, as a farner and a business-
man, was indeed a successful man. He inherited an

Indebted estate and
a rouszh farming and
purchaze the Stuart
His success in this

Irish ancestry.

Stuart estate, he spent his

improvement of his
In later

years,

ITish ancestry.

winister who remarvred to

glad to visit among

are a

ments." To this g

most c¢v _ryt‘ruf o
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Masgsgs
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Stua

His

sxreat lot of peonles
tate

elge

are
Therc

famlly.
1getts
roved

until h o

was forced to sell it. He fousht

financisal struczle in order to re-
land and make it a paying vronerty.
credlt to his Scotsg-

struegzle did,

securely reestanlished the

time znd money on the
community and county. For this reason,

rt was abls to Joke about

Tavorite story involved a visiting

Stuart that he was always

the Scots~Irish. "You know, they

they always keep the Command-

"Yes,

n”é

ment Stuart rejolned: and

they get thelir hands on.
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in 1920, At
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Stuart had a keen scense of humor and a gift of
eloquence that enhanced his politicazl carser in later
years. He was characterized by an indomitable will,
great enersy, and perseverance. Yet in manner, he was
reserved, and in appearance, he was most commanding.

He was a big man; in stature, he was over gix feet tall,
and he weighed about two hundred and fifty pounds. Stuart
had &‘falr complexion and plercing blue eyes that
comnlenented his dominant personality. People readily
accepted what he had to say, or they did what he asked
them to do. He was an emphatic man who took no nonsensej
he was business~like at all times. Stuart, who had a
trained mind and rarely forgot anythinz, felt that it

was inexcusable for a man under forty yearsof age to
forget anything. He was such a shrewd trader and businesg-
man that he was regarded as being "hard as nalls.” He had
the ability to put "upstarts" in thelr pvlaces, and that

he did quite oftenQuV

lyr
* When County Judge Raymond J. Boyd was a young
lawyer in Lebanon, he encouvntered Stuart on the
street one day. Stuart stoppsd and shook hands
with the hatless young ”vapv, and then reprimanded
Boyd: "3oy, you think you're a lawyer? Buy a
hat and and look i/u‘fiedl” Willizm G. Smith,
interview, Aug. 86 969

3N o
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The average person found Stuart difficult to un-
derstand, but he was respected by the people of the
Elk Gard;n area., OStuart was not the type of person
to permit people to know about him or his private and
business affairs. He believed that it was not digni-
fied to reveal his life and business to the general
public.hﬁ Stuart easily associated with the average
workers on his farms. Ile belieyed that he had never
seen any man so ignorant that he could not learn some-
thing from him., Stuart listened to his foremen and
took their advice when he thought they were right,

But he sternly reprimanded them when they were wrong.
Stuart was not afraid to express his opinion, and he
expected the same from his associates. He continually
tested people to see if they were men enough to stand
up for what they thought right.

Henry Carter Stuart, as a farmer and a busincss-

man, was a gentleman true to the old school of

481ne Stuart family states that evidently Stuart
destroyed all of his private papers and letters
before he died. Even the collection of his ex~
ecutive papers at the Virginia State Library in
Richmond, Va., is incomplete. Stuart was so
insistent upon privacy that all his phones were
on private lines, and he forbid his Tamily to
discuss private or business affairs outside of
the immediate family.
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southern gentlemén.4§ It was his belief, not only in
thought, but in action, that a man had a social obli-
gation to make himself useful in service to his com-
munity. Stuart willingly served his community, his
county, his state, and his country. But in comparison
to his success as a farmzr and businesgssman, his poli-

tical career was a mere incidental.

A9por a more concise discussion and definition of
“"the school of southern gentlemen," see Charles
S. Sydnor, Gentlemen ¥Freeholders, Political

Practices in Washinqtpn“s Virginis, (Chapel

Hill, N. C., 1952). Also, Karshall W. Fishi-
Vicks Virginia Tradition, (washington, D.C.,
s

1956 Te

Chapter 3, "ihe Virginia Gentleman."
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CHAPTER II
BACKGROUND OF VIRGINIA POLITICS

AND THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY,
1890-191k

Stvart's Frtrance Into Virzinia Politics

Henry Carter Stuart's adult years centered upon sn
era of Virginia politice that was characterized by a
struesle to resurrect and rebuild the old Virginia
tradition of Democratic Party control over soclety anad
poltitics. The veriod was marked by chanze that returnced
the Commonwealth to a political and social svstem ag
similar in slabllity and resistance to innovation as any
that had exlsted in pre-Civil War days.l

Virginia of the 1880's was tryinz to rid herself of
the Readjusters and William Mahone and return the control
cf the State to the Democratic Party. But éven as
Mahone was defeated, another force threatened the State,

e T 3. S 1 70 e SRS PO 0

For a more detailed discussion of Virginia's restoration

and the Readjuster Movement, see Allen W. Moger, Virecir

Bc to Byrd, 1870-1925, (Charlottesville, 19¢ "
] Al s Pulley, 0ld Virs

1930, (Charlot
{ r‘\” };i '!.‘})y’ :
1z 1859
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This was an agrarlan revolt which witnessed the rise.of
the Populist Party in Virginia.® During the 1870's and
1880's the farmers had attempted to gzet 1egislatibn passed
thot would limit the abusive powers of blg busliness znd
the railroads. Since their succegses were Tew and minoxr,
the farmers lost theilr patience and organized the Farmers'
Assembly in 1885, and then Jjoined the National Farmers!
Alliance in 1887 to 1891. The Democrats met with Alliance
leaders in the summer of 1891 and vromised to pass
favorable legislation if the Alllance would not run
candidates in that fall's election. The bargaln was never
kept by the Dewocrats, and the result was the growth of
the Populist Party. The party, however, did not gain
MG h success in Virginla, and it did not prove to be s
serious threat to the Democratic Party and its asttempts to
fully reestablish their traditional control over the 3tate,
Virginia at the turn of the century was characterlzed
by her inherent political traditlons. Her philosophy
edherred to "the belief that only those who possessed some
vital stake in soclety, such as property or a profession,

were qualified to take a leading role in politicse. The

concise discussion of the ﬁwvarﬁma Tev \1
Hr np ﬂ‘]l and t}u«_r-;,, f"ﬂ_ r Cowmmon; 1'3 }(
e ew York, L’) Ty

1 i 0 Byrd, Chapters IV-V,
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leadership aristocracy of the State was thus composed of
men of proverty, intellectual abllity, =znd self~assumed.
Qirtueg"B It was a matter of accepted practlce that "the
sclons of 'the bsst families' through a *Roman sense of
civil oblisation' would take the leading roles in publie
affairs. It naturally followed that "success in Virginia

politics came to deoend more and more upon local soclal

proninznce, education, and proper le xal training rather

than upon stands tsken on issues of natlonal or state inport."

Tt was from a long line of men distingulshed for thelr

public service to Virginla thxt Henry Carbter Stuart had

o

egscended. True to hils 1nner1bnngﬂ, Stuart, both in
thought and in act iton, felt that he was obligated to serve
| s community and State. He took "an active interest in
public and politicsl afrfalrs, not only as a voler, but ng

a strong supnorter of democrabtlc {sic) purposes, particularly

as annlied to the problems of the South."®

N TR ARG 0 R AT Y8 AT AT

3pulley, 014 Vieqin

> 01d Virginla Gont 1en v—ﬂ.vv ahd q.f{".v‘u'e':_'
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Stuart's volitical beliefs fell within the framework
of the Democratic Party. There was a dlsagreement over
which faction of the Party Stuart supported., He was
ldentified as a "leadling independent Democrat,"7 on one hand,
while on the other, ne was consldered to be one of the
"stalwart Machine Democr ats‘"a Stuart was also labeled

as being indepsndent of the "organization;” he did not

—

participate in the decislons of the “organlzation,ﬁ rioir dld
he stroazly oppose it. He was thought, however, to be nmuch
closer Lo the "organization" veople such as Thomas Martin,
and lzter, Harry Byrd, than to the independent or "anti-
organization®” people such as Westmoreland Davis, Henry St.
George Tucker, and Andrew Jackson Monbtague,”?

As a younpy men, Stuart recelved public notice for his
“Intersst in clvic snd political affairs. He became well-
known, not only by his reputation as a sucocz ssful farmer,
but algo as a wesalthy businegssmane. Thusg, hle wealth and
position sccorded hin considerable power and influence

in county nolitics, and later in State politlcel affairs,

His loc=l social vrominence, educatlon, and legal tralning

AY e K1 whey
ALBO l:.\ihdy
bition Movement in V “‘.ii Leiy
sls, University of ¢

. rinla,
it 1g unsupported.
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made hin an advisor and a tpehind-the-scenes” political

lead@r'in Russell County and in Virginia's Ninth
Congresalonal Districte He was active for Democratlc

noninses for public office, “particularly go in the
support of Capbain Joan A. Buchanan in hls two successs

«a from the Ninth District, and of

ful campaigns for CongXress

Various candidates who opposed Campbell Slemp and C. Bascon

: Slemp.wio

Stusrt's first active entrance into public service

come in June, 1892, when he was & delegate to the xab

¥

Democratie Gonvention at Chicalos 71linois. This
Presidentiai election year marked the rise of the Popullst
Party, with Jomes B. Weaver 88 the party's nominee. The
Democratic éonvcntion nominated Grover Clevelande (leveland's
Position on th§ gold atandard won him the gupport of eastern
congervative financial and business groups. The silver
duestion, however disrupted the Democratic Party in
Virglnia. John Ve Daniel, in an appeal for free colnage
of silver, lead a fignt against clevelands other Virglnla
1end of Joseph

ed Cluveland.11

Demoerats, including stuart, followed the

ran d Y { o back
By ra 12) Of t', ‘(1 &) Ei "‘.’ o] nllol"d, 3;1;’:'»,-' :::;, »;n,nd_ b',‘,!) N

egenbed

309 Buchanan repre
1.890's. prom 19202 until 1922
Republlcan alemp Pamllye.
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yy the

(ery
5°4¢
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populist Party, the
the zold and silver
10y ~AQ” oy
anlth, 383-380.
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Stuart was further recognized in State political

circles in 1898 when Governor James Hoge Tyler(1898-1902)

appointed him to the State Board of Agricult

ure. The

demands of hig farmg, however, forced Stusrt to request

that he not be reappointed after serving only one year.

¢ _Party Nﬂﬁhinn

w.m--m. TN ——-

Ri 3¢ _of the Demogral

The early 1820's witnessed the rise of
Party Hzealne in Virmﬁniﬂ.JB The rise of tn

centered around two obscure Virginlans who

political scene and advanced carcers for the

made then well-~known outszide of Virginia.

Thomas lartin and Andrew Jackson Montamuz,

quarrels affected, not only individuals, bhu

political control of Virginia. Theilr disagre

elections of governors and lexgislators to t

"Virzinia went throush an intra-party =nd 1t

canpalzn that was to mean much in ths history of the State,

When the Democrats cslled thely conven
of a oéndidate for governor in 1893, three
vere Qu*‘in che nomination. They were the
Hoze Tyler, Charles T. O'Ferrall, and Major

A sectlionszl T.;Jﬂ was ralsed when

e ST

H.C. Stuart to Gov.,
ler Collection, Hun
£
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sald that they were tired of having their cendidates

(1] # ; : ‘
shused-shused”s The Popullst Party nominated Rdrnund.

Randolph Cocke, & grandsol of Eciund Rendolph who had

been Virginia's governor frol 1786 to 1738. Since the
the contest was

i

Republicsn Party offered no candide tes,

betwegn the Populists and Democratse
The State newspapers becamne involved in the Democratic
Party issues when the Richmond LTimes and the Qigggggn corried
editorials asking for election pelormns. 15 when the.
Demneratic convention was neld, Charles T, OfFerrall, who
was the leading

W

loyal party WwOTH oIy
made vnanlmous after the firsk

wag deseribed as

¢zndidabte, His noninatlon Was
C 6 o o i ol nwre &

b?lllot.lU Ta satisfy the demandsg 9! the southwestern
was nominated

- Lo S AL TAMATE s v 1 )

Democrats, Major Robert Kent of Wythe County ;

The election returng save the

ofFerrall was elected by
L

WL, | 4/
Coclkk@e .

& Vote of 127,000 to 87,000 for ¥
lection, Virez inia

Tor Lieutenant GovernoX.

(17

SH)| R . W A
Democyrats a secure ma Joriovy.

Only a month after thls € Denocraltlic
frnty members were wuwmriéed by the defeat of former
O : wtalative A\ ) o “+v " et i
Governsr Fitzhugh Lee 1in 4 leglislablive ecaucus for nomination
to the United states Thomas Martin, an unknown
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railroad lawyer from Albemarle County was the surprising

cholce of the csucus. Martin hod been active 1n party

counsels and on State pavty comlttees, but he had never

held an office, and his chances against the popular Lee
had been considered remobts. The influential Hal D. Flood

was Martin'sg campalgn nanager, znd when the finsl vote was

fe)

taken in the caucus, Mertin deleated Lee by a vote of 66 to

55.18 There were immediszste demscnds for an investigation.
Hearinr,s wer condu@tegg vut the committee reported that
"there hai been certain practlces and acts which 1t could

not commend, but that they nhad heen without the consent or

avprobation of any -

resorted to in former caupalsns. w19 State newsnapers, with

were not satlisfied

the exception of ihe

to let the igesus dic The Lyackburg Advance called for
re .B81e Gl€e o 5

b
\

the vindication of Marting the llchmond Times char rged the
se of money by railroad irntercstsy and the Norfolk

4

u
Virginian stated that the election of Martin wes "not in

TR Pt Sl

- ”
. T ) . 20
accord wlth the wishes or the cxpectatlons of the peovple."

13 '
Ibid., 2623.
10

Iu;@oc o’ Questionable coupalgn practices and the use

0 mo le ::,: common and accepted in
Q
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A serious

came ln 187 6.
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Martin's election andi the
William J. Bryaen and the

that year's

stayed in the Denmocratic
lssue remained a topic of

Democratic

g e R
Party.

J. Taylor Ellyson and

Democratic candidates for

Dissendent De
national Denncratic
ele
colum

disas

the g

0

challenge to Democratlc control of Virzinia

mocrats, as a result of both

>, an

ay sed to supnort

1o of 1893, refu

platform in

'
s
(O R ¥

ione Although the State

at election tinme, the money

1 rreement in Virginiat's

Jarizs Hoge Tyler were the

rnatorial nomiation in

southwestern

1897. Tyler, who was a farzer from the section
of the State, made industrial dsvelopnent and growth of

Virginla and the problen

1tiplicity of office holders

in State government the chiel issues. Since the woney lssue
was played down, Tyler was nouniia ited on the first ballot by
acclamation at the Democratic Convention., The Populist
Party azaln nominsted Edrmund Raadolph Cocle, and the
Republicans nsmed Patrick MNelaull as thelr standard-bearer.
Tyler ﬁon an easy victory by = plurallity of “ty thousand

21

votes, Tyler's adninigtraclol, 1r‘7‘3-~1"0.,, marked the
beginning of a peried of political change in Virginia.

A concerted movanent ol State conventlon to frame
a new constitubtion to reolzce the Underwood Constitution
was started. The guestion of constitutional revision was
first put before the yple in 1888, but at that time, neither
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the Democratic Party nor the Republican Party offered any

public discussion on the 1esue.2? The proposal was

rejected by a vote of 63,125 to 3g698-23 Wwilliam Mahone
had not been completely qefeated, and the Democrats feared
a repeal of the political jnetability which had marked the

State fyom 18772 to 1883 under the Readjusterse The
ated that "we are unable

Richnmond Digpnatch in that year st
to see any good reasol for calling a constitutional

Convention. We fear it."én

N

22pyticle XII of the Underwoo
that: "At the general election to be held in the year
1888, and in each year thereafter, and also at such
time as the reneral asgenbly (sic)‘may provide, the
question, 'ghall there be a convention to revise the
Congtitubion and amend the aame? ! ghall be decided by
the electors qualified to vote for members of the
general aezscrnb:l,y; and in case of the electors SO
gualified voting shall decide in favor of & convenbtlon
for such »HLUIDOSEs the meneral aocenbly at its next
sesalon ghall provide by law for the electlon of
delegates to such conventioma” cited in Willlam C.
Pendietﬁﬂ» POliFiQﬁlwﬁi RQTVUQﬁwﬁ??” AL ,VFQﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ:
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1y ruled supreme in the

1 of the state.
Emvloying the expedlent of electoral
fraud, the Democracy effectively
controlled the Negro vote and shattered
the Republiocan party end the Popullist
novement. After 1891 no Negroes served
i the Gencral Agmenbly, end only a
handful of Republicans were left to
ehallenze the overwhelming Democratic
majority in the leglzlature. 1IN
short, by 1900 the Deumocratic varty
possessed the vower to propose &

PIO G AT of disfranohisemeﬂy ard
constitutional revislone

nt of the Fifteenth Amendnent

party virtuzl
political affalrs

The shrict enforcele

o el

by the federal ;_';()verwﬂ@n{; won a iy jor obstacle" that
blocked the revision movement. Bub 1n 18798 the Unlted
nunderstanding clause® in

tates Supreme Court upheld an

0
j45)
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Miseissippli'®s state conatitution, and Virginia, along with
other southern statéss began serlous consideration of

constitutional revisloile

_1901-1302

e AL 27

The Congtitutional LNV

i s

The indevendent Democrats formed the leadership in
the movement foxr g new constitutione. Although not onposed
to revision, the Machine Democrats, UNder Thouas Martiu,

were fearful that the L gsue would divide the Party, create
politica; rurmoll, and pive the Rapublioans control of the

turn of the century v

ritnessed relatlive
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State." But the
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political peace, and uncer such conditions, a concerted

movement for constitutional revison and other reform was

possible.

Senator Hal D. Flood introduced to. the General

Agsembly in 18799 & bill that celled for a public vote on

Senator Carter Glass, however,

a new constitution in 1901,
fixine the date for May, 1900, The

PR N

offered an smendnent

General Assembly adopted the bill on March 5, 1900,

despite considerable cpoosition from Renublican leaders

and seversl Democrats who feared the elimination of useless

countcy office$.3i
The Republicans denounced the Flood-Glass Bill as

face," and the whole movemnent

"a menifest fraud upon ite

weo sharscterized as an

for constitutionsl revision

"attempt to institute in the Stabte an ollsarchy of office

holders which could not bz zot rid of except by revolution.

Senator Carter Glacs responded Lo the Republican charges

by saying that revision was nccessary to "free the State

from corrupt, costly, snd intolerable domination of an

ad . ’ 1 ’) "J
office~holding despotiga.”’”

The Republican Party, which was fearful of purging

and con:yquqntly the majority of their

of the Negro vote,

suonorty continued to ovvose constitutional revision. The
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as "a vile relic® of

d Constitutlon

attacked the Underwoo

the Reconstruction era. Wivery line and syllable of thg

Underwoos Constitution are repuznant to good public policy,

danzerous to the peace of the community and haymful to the
sh took the

pride of ths citizen. w37  Phe Richumond Dispate

lead in supporting constitutional reforn by advancing the
d Constitution had been forced upon

belief that the Underwoo
most ruthless gangs of

Virginia by "one of the vilest and,
pPolitical marauders, corruptionaligi_ and malisznants that

\

ever dissraced a cilvilized countrys”

There was also a "continuous deluge" of raclst
Propozanda., The newspapers 903“303 out that the
hen abrocious blunder

ement of the Negro was an

]
he R

enfranchi
the black man Was "totally

of selfugovarnment.”

(

and morsl crine" becauss

lacking in the fitness or ©&pP raslty
3 of the Democrats to Dhasybiclc]

at jt\l'f_,:y())_}", rovlialony the vote on
vassed with only

L0

DP“Uﬁtn the efforts

sentiment in favor of CO
May 24, 1900, was snalle. The chevlhh”
774,362 votes for and 60,375 votes arainst revisiole.
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As a result of the referendully covernor James Hoge Tyler

senlly into an ex tra sessione The

‘;;»

called the General

e}

Assembly passed an act on Pebruary 16, 1901, prgv1d1n~
for a congtbitutional convention. Membership, which was
apportioned according to representatives in the House of
Delegates, was set at one hunﬂred. The election of delegates
was held on the fourth Thursdays 1ays 1901. Finally, the
aigsion of the new constitution to
l
the vote of the neonlc.ll

Assenbly authorized sub

The Democratlc Party gecured Pighty»eiqht of the one
hundred seats. AlL bub one of the twelve pepublicans came
from west of the Blue Rldge. The Repubdlicails attributed

thelxr poor showlng to wihe. unifornly rraudulent methods
that nad prevailed for many years nder the conduch of
elecsion officers," making 1t "useless to put up candldabtes
in most counties of the Statee h2 The ablest Demnoratic
leaders werel elected to the convenbtlo. They included
leaders 5f'the state Democrablc party orsanization such es
Senator John Danielj William Andersnily who was elected
Attowﬁ,y Jenersl in 172013 and Congrassnarl 1l D. Flood and
”enatOF'Caruer Glass. Hany wWeTe judzes and lawyers. Seven-
teen delesst re foracrss ten Qera businezssmen, two were

cherss and seven others

twoe were prea

Newspaper editorss

v

LT,

277, Later members of
final act as an

1 '
Glagsy V1 7
the conveltilon WO

< 3 1A -
Mpourpatblon of authol
b cited in Pulley,

“Pazewell




st )

were of miscellancous m"“WWwJEOHUoQB The delegates, ﬁho
were sentlemen of established Virglinia families, believed
in the prirxr;j.ples and traditions of old Virzinla. There-
fore, they souzht the return of control of the State and

the 15(,1~1v« franchlise to the nembers of the community who

Ll

s

had a: permnanent stake in soccletb
It was only natursl that Henry Carter Stuart was

selected as ore the Southwestern Virginla's delegates to

the constitublonal convention. His Influence and powexr as

a farmer =nd businesso

with the soclial prominence
of his fanily, warked him ac a pogsible delezate from the
early dasysof the revision movement. His record of‘ loyality
to the Demncratic Party, and narticularly, his sunnort of
Cantain John A. Buchaonan®s caipalzgns for Consress from the
Nlnth Distr ‘cu, aocurud‘a convention seat for Stuart.
Althduqh he wag well-known in Southwestern Virsinia and

in State party circles, Stuart was relatively unknown to
the majority of Vﬁjﬂ{iﬂi?ﬁu:( Jtuart's activities in the
constitutional convention provided him with stepplng stones

(O

for public rotice and higher wolitical sevvice

Y MR B G 1 R S N AT AR

Jlﬁ*ﬂey f” 80,  For more information concerning the
deles S ar the comvgasition of the convention of
1’7OJ-J‘JU7Y see Jucod [, Brenaman, A History of

: ot 'y [Richmond, 1902), 96-104,
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When the convention convened in June, 1901, it was

n‘ PRPANE o "
serierally accepted thabt the chief purpose of the meeting
"4 i 7 \ P n 1 TR
was "to amend the suffrage clause of the existing
Conat’ . 5
nstitution.® The Democratlc czucus noninated John

Goode for Presldent of the ccnvention. In his opening
speech, Goode expressed the gentinmente of Virginia when

he stated:

The - white neonle of Virginis have no
animosity ox prejudlce towards the colored
race. On the contralys they entertain for
the members of thal Tacs the most kindly
feelings and desire to help then in every
legitimabe Way, bul they believe that the
dominant parly in oongress(sic) not only
conmitted & gbupendous prunder, but 2 great
erine azainst civilization and Christianity,
when they turned a deal €arl to the advice
of thelr wisest requlred
Virginla and other

leaders and 1
gnuthern etates under
the rule of the hayonels tﬁfsuhmit to
suffreges o

niversal negro =

The delezates realized that the task of revislon
onej they needed a plan that would

thovsand Negroes

would be a difficult

disfranchise one’hundrea and forty
without dlsfranchising three hundred thouaand 111iterate
wnites The Committee on Elective ?rahohlso, wnich vas
chalred by John Daniels was responslble for framing the
sulfra~e provigione. It was not antil Septembel, 1901,
that the Committes penorted TWo plans LO the conventlon.

Debstes of the
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One plan was gponsored by Danlel, the other was supported

by Walter Watson and Alfred Thome. The plans Were gimilar

in many resvectss auch a3 882y residencey and voll tax
reguirements, but they differed on sducational qualifications.
Daniel proposéd that the voter should be able to read or
underétand or explaln & section of the constitution.
Watson and Thom felb that the electors should be abie to
give Yo reaconable explanation of the general nature of the
duties of the various officers for whom they may at any

time, under the laws then existing be entitled to VOte."47
There were other small areag of tecnnical disazreement.
Daniel was forced

In the middle of th debate on t%c plans,
to take leave of absence pecause of 111lness, and Carter Glacs
wos  drafted to look after Daniel's pronosale A
compromize plan Was approved 11 April, 1702, by @ vote of

67 to 28,145
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Lalbld,, 280. "The comnrom
~Felectors:l) A person
of the constitution had

the aymy oY rnavy of the

Confederate states, OF any

joe establiahed four class
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united states,of the
agbate O £ the Union or the

confederacys 2) the son of sny such persons 3) a
Cor vl W2 CANS s 1. 4 e - -
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Henry Carter Stuarl was
Committee of the convention,

supporters of the "understal

in Southwestern Virzinis, hovever, feared that any

"understanding clause

whites. The raciszl propaganda of Eastern Virginia

little effect on the mountaincers. BSince there we

few black men in their
the Negro with curosity rather than aninmoglity. To

the threst to democracy was not the Nesro, but the

a member of the Suffrage
o)

and was one of the strong

had

then

ef would disfranchise many illiterate

tanding clause.¥ His constituents

gection of the State, they regarded

literacy

test. Only one voter out of’GVCry'four could read or write,

In answer to
Stuart addressed a clrceular letter to
stated:

The - poorest and
can and will vote under the provisions
any of

‘Understanding Clause' has bzen reported

his constituents

waat uneducated white man
of

the bLlle. The clause known as the

as

the only constitullonal means yect discoverec

to include the white man and exclude the

undesgirable nerro. The reglstration provided

for by thf clause will be conducted by
your nelghbors and friend

wnite swvrnw~uyy san no v
without preserving white

Sy
iay of securlng

game time curt
Republic
we are not proposing to
white man, and

the nesro, where it 1s atmed. 50

dlalfranchlse the

Lo ‘
“Guy B. Hathorn, 1l Carcer of 18
Slenp,” (Ph. D. Disaseria Dulte Un
20, ffc!}@{ﬁ.@V'b?? thie pzpner will be re
Hathorn, "C. Bascomr Slemp." )
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i
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50
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wno bhelleving
it
suffrase and at the
z1linz negro suffrase. The
n leaders znow only too well that
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Many reforms and revisions passed through the
convention with little or no discu351dn.51 There was,
however, & heated debate on the establishment of & Stabe
Corporation Commission in lieu of the Bureau of Public
Workse. The farmers won thelr battle at last Orige-
fourth of the revision was devoted to setting up a State
Corporation Commission that would have control over the
rallroads and big business. Stuart supported the creation
of such o commission, and he blayed an actlive role in
securing accenta an of Article XII of the Con stitution of
1702, He svoke to the convention on February 14, 1902, on
the probleuw of discrimination and versonal privilgdges.

His report centered around rallroad discriminations

89‘33“ at Dlo\iur\r of livestock in Vlf‘f‘:tni@, and in favorx
52
of Western proﬁucers.)

Stuart was not hesitant to zet involved in issueg
that he thought concerned his county and Southwestern
Virginia. On gix occasgiong he addressed the convention.

T 400 e T AT R e POy 0

51 ]

the Constitutional
Virzinia
Baltinore,
80-213

Hﬂbﬁnelg
£

ntion of

n

Constitutional ("vrwﬂrf-Jl ion, 1201-19 102,

= ~_;‘); Vol. 11, 3455 stuart, who wae one
of the ]owdxnf livestock vroducers in Virsinia, ﬂrw*ﬂo
discriminations r e by the Chewsapeake and Ohlo ]
the Norfolk end Wostern Rallrosds of as much ag
ver railroad car on livestock,
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Hie first speech was made october .2y 1901, and 1t concerned
speclal road leglslatlon that would authorize local Boards
of Supervisors to j gsue county bands‘for the construction
of highways. stuarty who ooposed the provonals felt that

out of the hands

sponsibility 1s unsafe and

the measure "to take of the Leglslature

this smthority and power and re

unwlge. "9

On the proposal that duly elected county sheriffs
should perform the duties of the county treasurels in
counties of less than thirty thousand snhabltante, stuart

spoke to the convention and offered an amendment changing

reration to s

the E):yp‘._}k]‘a!;lgn C‘-C‘nSiQ, i.'\«"t‘ﬁ)ﬁn t?".’)”ﬁ;fi’.f”ido . His

H LT

arsument was that “the population of a county does not
i1y deternine the needs of that sounby as to
5l

necaagns,

P

riffs and traasurarsﬂ

sh

@

Py PC )y oy 4
When the convention digoussed county government,
Qg ' i e e 1T have v 1y o WL ST E
Stuart d4isapproved of & provoeal that would nave changed

trablon bY doling away with tne Board of

county adminis
N county system

4
. N

=
o

Supzrvisors. He contended that
,C - 11T PR O 4 oy e U

good  one and the blow aimed at our present 8 atem of
the facts. For that reagson

s not justlfied by

)

11y T
Supervisors i

.
I shall ovpose lt;”ﬁ)
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The

of his &

support of

January 29, 19202, znd oh

and expounded upon the report

Agricultural, Industrial, and
[
Immiqration.)o

Stnartts record of votin

convention nroved, howsvely

Southwestern Virginia

farmer informed the convention

a of Asmriculture on

the following day, he outlined

the Committee on

r
0.4

T

Fenufacturing Interests and

in the constitutional

e unsatisfactory to many

in

people in the Ninth District. When he ran for Congress

1910, his Republican opponcnts brought to public notice-

the followinxy accusations:
Stuart: voted to procTain the Constitution
after giving his pledsze to the peonle that he
would vote for submicslon; he voted against
the proposition to =ive the minority party
ohe mewbar of the blectoral Board in each
county and city of th State, and refused to
2llow ths minority pz-ty the priviledge of
selecting the men vho should ast as judaes
at the varlous precinctsy he flrst advocated
elvine the minority porty one of the clerks of
slection at cach sinety stating on the
finor of the convention that to insure falr

electinng Lt was neccs=gary for the mlnorlity
party to hove one of the clerks, and he then
T from tnat nositlon and helped to put
s in the Zonatitution whlch gave both
o the | partys he helved frame
voted for ‘erslanding Clause' which
raoved bLhe o sz rights of thousands of
vhite wmen in the trlicty he voted for the
clause 1in bthe Constitution which forbld the
{ o providing ballats with a
or synbolj} Chereby denying
t3y he voted for the claugesg

qualif ’)!‘?.5,’JT1 for voting

ad 206%,  Stuart also

» 1901, advocabting a
iony whose duty would be
11y in eac ounty what
Vot e LI,
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on the poor mah asg well as the rich
nan, after he pledged that no clause
would be written into the conatitution
which would nrevent any white man, 'no
motter how poor OF pneducated he night -
ba,! fron votingy he voted for the unfair
partlsal rexistration 1aws thab are found
in the consbitubiony and that gave to
plstrars POWELS that are danger-
and he voted to adopt
an amportlonment of
districts which
Ninth District
+ation in the

Democratic I€
ous and despoticals
into the Constltubicn
the State into lexislative
deprived the people of the
thetir Jjust share of, represen
Genersl As:embly.’)7

After some 1mportamt chances 1in the franework of
State governemnt, the reorganization of county govern-.
ounty Judgesy the final

ment, and the elinination of ¢
april by 190258

articles of the constitution were adopted

ed until May 223 1

ould pul the articles

The convention adjouri 902, o that

the Committee on Final Revislon C

togetner in complele forme.

8 and memorable incident of

 The most tabgording
r gubmitting the

the convention” jnvolved the debate OVE
new constitution to the neople for ratificatlon or
rej@ctlon.sg Further debate engued over whether the
electorate wnich had created the convention oOX the
electorate created BY the conventiob should be allowed
arter Glase argﬁcd for subnlssion to a.

O

to vote on it.

1ol D Flood wasd the leader of

and

" ) . i o
restricted” clegboratus

o .
r e AT i B T W

B e
Pendlatolly
biaged LY
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the group that favored submitting the new constltution

to the entire electorate. The delegates were divlded, asg
the State had been over the revision of the Underwood
Constitution, alonz sectional and party lines. Naturally,
Republicans and western Democrats favored submission. The
urban,"black belt," and Eastern Democrats wanted to proclaim
the constitution.

Hal D. Flood naintained that the convention was
"honor bound to submit its labors to the voters who had
created 1t."60 He was referring to the Norfolk Pledse

) :

18S.  Glags reversed hls stand and

authored by Carter Gl

0

(

arsued that 1if the Negroes are "fit and competent' to
vote on the work of the convention, they are “Fit and
conpetent" to assuse the responsiblilities of citi

62
and therefores should not be disfranchised.

<
N

enship

The Norfolk Pledge, whlch had vromised submission to
the people, was ienored ﬁhen the confesslon was made that
1ts purpose had been to secure a majority of votes in the
1900 referendun in favor of holding a convention:éB The
recession of the convention gave the delegates an ovportunity
to return to their counties, not only to "explain" the
suffraze clause, buf also to gauze vublic opinion on the

subnisgion question. Hass mzetings were held, and there

D NS

601p1da., 282.
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appeared to be considerable sentiment for proclaiming

the constitution. The news sponers of the gtate, howevely

had been active in weaucating” the people to favor

srgued that submission

proclamation. The
to the vote of the peovle would "stir up in virginia the
biggest wranzle the gtate has sufferesd since the days of
along with the Charlottesvllle

» 8
IeConStruction.”G& The Timess
edlted by carter Glass,

Datly promress and the Lynchbuss News
ran continuous editorials favorils proclemation. The
Norfolk Vir“injan»JiW ot was one of the few papers that

eXpressed reserVations.6

Henry Carter Stuart was One of the few western
Demoerats who favored proclanstion of the congbitution.

In o speech ab L”anox on May 6, 1902, he sounnbt release
from the oledse he had made to the neople of Russell
County to vote for submission of tne new constltution to
the electorate for ratification OF IGJGGBiOHeéc The
Lebanon News reported that Stuart azalin rosssured his
onstituents that no white man would bz disfranchised by

67

t"‘c o i _
he new guffrage laws.

st g

61 1902z Cited in pulleys

66 ‘ - l it
130“(11,}()1’ }O‘ u] ,L,(;s yp Ods
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Ibid. HNo date
coes on to say

laws

course ,
fobte Congressiondl
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When the constitutional sonvention reconveneds thfee
Proposals were placed before the delegates. One called for
submicsion to the "una&rldzed“ electorate. 1t was‘defeated
by & vote of 54 to.40. The second plan, which was similarly

defantad )
feated, proposed submission to the "restrlcted" electorate.
slamation by the

The ol s

he third propositilon, calling for PTO
nve 68
Convention, was passed by a Vote of L8 to 38.

The convention adopted the tution on June by

conatlil

a4 to provide ror "recognition

1902

902. A resolutlon wasg passt
bv + .
¥ the politlcal departments of the sovernment and to that
B . ' .‘

nd the General Assenbly ghall b2 Gomvenod at an early

date w89 s » ;
B The convention ad journed sing Si8

1902, ar
02, and an extraordinary session of
titution on July 1

Pledy
Pledged alleglance to the new Constl

;Mpquthg Ma@h}qg

Virginia's Denocratlc Party was divided by factional
¥ . S . o 4 T ooy OV
larfare after 1902. The disfranchisemﬁuc of the Negro and
maris 5
any 1l1literate whites deprived the Republl

>3

can Party of the

A fey s . s
lajority of its supporbe Jirginis  pollitics were
Characterized by & one=party aysbem bacause of the inercased

- anag . 1o tne Democrats
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The only contest left was between the factlons of the
Democratid Party. There was a major struggle from 13901
until 1919, when Machine leader Thomas Martin died.

The youngzer members of the Democratic Party were
dissatisfied with the established order, and they began to
express More vrog i selve ideas. They scon were labeled
as "anti-Machine® men. The leader of the progresslve
faction was Andrew Jackson Montaguey, a lawyer fron
Cémpbell County. Jeckson entered State politics when he
annouaced nie candidacy for the party's qubernétorial
nomination in 190i. He ownosed. the Machine czndidate,
Claude Swanson,., Jackson's support"camé from the
independent party members such as Carter Class, Henry
St. Georze Tuckszyr, Westmoreland Davis, and Henry Carter
Stuart. The mailr thrust of Jackson's caupalen was
eriticism of the Martin Machine as an “unhealthy element
T o oalt
in Virginia politics.®

The Democratic Party met in Norfolk in August, and
Montasue was unanimously named the party's nominee for
Governor. Swanson's nane was not even presented to the
convention. This was the Tirst major challenge to the

Machine; and 1t had been successful.

A A 3 B P B R DU TSR
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arsen, Monta frointa, 99 For a more
detzlled disc ion of the 1901 cauwvnailsn for
Governor, s2e Larsen, Chapter VII.
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A former Democratbs Colonel J. Henmpton Hozes made the
race for Governor as the Republican nomlnee.72 Montague,
however, was elected on his platform of progressive chanzge
for Virginia's roads, schools, and election laws. The most
important political chansze prousht about by Montazue's

aze of 2 bill in 1905 which
the

adninistration was the Dass

allowed the voters to choosS€, in primary electlons,
nominees who would represent thelr varty ln the general

election.
The new State Corporation commission created by

the Constitution of 1902 wa.s organized by Montamue. The
commission was to consist of three mempers sooointed by
the Governor, subject UO the approval‘of the General

Assembly. Henry Carter stusrt was revarded, not only for
his support of the establishment of the the State Corporation
Commigsion in the constitutional conventiony mut also for
his political support of Montague in the gubernatorial
with Beverley 7. Crump.and

election of 1901. gtuart, 21003
Henry pairrex, was appointed to the first commission by
i e _ s Stabe COIrX rat ]
r‘oﬂtafjue iyn 1903. He gerved ol tne State Corpold fon

1 5 )
Commiggion until 1908
_w marked the Ste te's Flrst

The 1905 race for Governol narked the state's first

R . — i Ny e lea _.)Y‘A-,‘(v',,“,_: 0 -1y Ve e
Primsry election. Henry Ste Georze Tucker entered the race

L
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y : candidato. aude Swanson agalin
the "ay':‘bi_,llac‘“.jne” (‘,:!_fl\.} Lﬂ ace Cl o s Tanson a\)l

received the lMachins's backing. A third candidate came
into the réce and brought the issue of prohibition to
State politics. Willism H. Hann, a suvpporter of the
Mechine, wes backed by the anti-~Ssloon Leasue and its
llead_ex;, the .Reverend -Jemes Capnohy Who were asking for an
"enabling aét” that would allow the peoole to vote on
prohlbition,?u The race ended in a success for the
Machine when Swanson recelved the party's nomination,

and was then eleated to the soveranorship in the fqll

election,

Williau Mann snd Henry St. George Tucker made_thelr
second attemnts to receive the )"OCI"’f]C Party h’ﬂuu’l_“, -on
for Governor in 1909. This tine lenn recelved the full
suoport of Thomss Martin znd the Hachine Denocrats. The
Machine further made an allisnce with the Mtl.Saloon Learue
in order to secure the sunporit to defeat the popular Tucker.

A R D A AT A0 TN A AN

7&In 1886 the Seneral Agsenuly passed a local optlon
]nw to vernit th & stes, or towns to
rohibit the s)leohollic  beverases. According
Canron ~Salgon League, too few aress
orohiblitlons '“nf*r”i()zr* they
i« See Hemphill, Cavalier

to

s -

wo, see Alvin Hall, "ie
' Virginia, 1826-1916,"(Master's
40)
i ; [

Viroinla, 196

g
JFor further
"Claude
Univers
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smeall towns

C:‘l’} cowureas

1 of 3wanson, see Henry C. Ferrell,
winta M (Phe Do Dissertation,
in, 1074)e In 1904 Marm had

t abolished the sale of liguor in
nactin=nt of the Mann Act had

to soelk the governorsnipe
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In the abs ences of serioud Republican opposition from
their rominee Willlam Pe Kent, Mann was elected. Thus

control of the Commonw

y
Q
t

the Machine continued its ealth
?6

four more yearse
Phis control was strengthened in 1910, when both

ublicean Co

rarty golidly hacked

to oust the State's only Bep gan from the

Ninth District. Phe Democratlc

er Stuzrt in nis campalan against

independent Henry Cart

C. Bascom Slemp.
"/ g
70p0r further discussion of ﬂsnﬂgrg?Q.Wllaiﬁﬁ .
Rhodez, "The 3 st1on of bllll,i {u'P“uH,
Governor of V'j?_, i 19101714 s sber’s
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CHAPTER III

WREDEEN THE NINTH"

ONG”%S)TWNAI Cqu\IGW, 1910

The "Fiohtine Nin wbhe Virwzniﬂlimgenublioaﬂ District

The 1iteracy test snd the poll tax cstablished by the
new Constitution of 1902 caused a decre .sse in the number of
Virginisns who voted. The Republlicean party lost many of
1ts supnorters when these qualifioations a4y efranchised the
Nezroce and numerous 1113terate white people who had voted
for the sarty. The fev virginia I Republicar , left turned
their enersies to national party jeaders 1in hopes of

recelving salaried dnqoﬁntm»ntv in the Republlcan
adninigtration in the Nation's canital. The Democratic
Party was in such complete control chat the two-party system

d AT % an L. % .
1d not exigt in most parts of Virzinla.

The Democrats

controlled the General Aagenblys which in tarn aselected the
Y d)nqin*wd the county

Clrens +
treuit judsges. The circult judae
”&soonslble

‘elect _
lectnra) bosrds, which Were X

for the anvolint-~

Ttend o rars S - v o)

€Nt of all Judzes, clerks, and Yeé ristrals of electlons

in the counties 1 por this rasgon there wWas zeneral
DALV L e & *

(s 5
Hathorn, "Ce BAagCoLl alemnps” 220



indiffercnce among even qualificd voters. Since mo st
Virginians disasreed with meny of the national Republican

L

policles, they were content with the policles and leader-
ship of the Deunocrabtic Partye. Thercfore, they did not cast
their votes on election dayse.”
In one section of Virginia, however, the two~party

system was still very much in overation. The "Fighting
Ninth" Congressional District, which vas made up of thirteen
counties in Southwestern Virginisa, wasl the citadel of
Republican strength in the State. Far from following the
prevalent pattern of a Democratic Virginia,'the Ninth
District sent Republicens to 1ts Coneressional seat for
twenty yezrs. The people in the southwestern dist;rict
were not as apathetic as the Virzginia electorate as a
whole. %“Phe total numbsr of votes in that district
declined less than twenty vercent betueen 1900 and 1904,
for example, in contrzst to the decrease of more than fifty
< Colonel Campbell

be nt in the State as & whole.

o)

Slenp, and lster is son, C. Bascom Slempy of Wlse County,
gave the Republicans in Southwestern Tirginla effectlve

: S e !
leadership and representation from 1902 to 1926.*

It
wag only naturzsl that the Democrastic ?arty made strenuous

attempts to defeat the State's only Hepubllcan Congressman.

LA (:"'.'. MO L J ‘Lh ] 11'1 6")'& 1 ? °

usnily Uhe Republican P
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Elections in the Ninth District were generally hard-fousht
Gont stsy but the money that the glemp Tamily made in coal

end timber ensbled them to cuccessfully finance thelxr

8. "
campalgns arainst the Democrats.s
se well

One of the wmost aifficult political pattless &
ag one of the most €X reiting Cﬂﬁrjtﬁgioﬁ”l canpalsis in
took place in 1910 when

the history of Virzinia politicss k
the Democratic Party nannat“a the equally wesalthy and

Russell county to

infiluential Henry Carter stuart
the districtts

oppose C., Bascom Slempe.
history had there besn & campalgr 10 which such vast
sums of money were goent bY both sides.” Por the pemocrats
the 1910 affalr represented thet supreme effort? of thell

r

e )
Party to "oust the tenaclous Slempc“

vl
}Te"mﬁﬂuﬂjw3 ‘"1‘VLTﬁH‘

e K
B

The Deuocratic party made gtrenuous efforts to draft
Stus - . a+uart wWo 1 not resdl ragrec

tuart to copose SlenDy but gtuart would rnot resdlly agre
circu1”'0ﬂ that gtuart was

T |
o the nomination. HUMOYS
the United gtates Senate

holding out for the nomination for
g ot & 1 "
in opposition to in neumbent genatol Thomas Martin. Bul in

g S
7 e 1] g
Hathorn, "C. Bascol Sleups 30

6;1\},“_) only written poCOUN b of ‘r'hj_ g f‘tl_(‘r»'(,}ru; 3 _‘qu )
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a background

Feb"‘ = v i
ruary, 1910, Stuart, who nad been

conte ~
tender for the gubernatorial nomination in 1909,

saying that he was

fo !
r the Senatorship, bub that he would be in the race for

d n
ispelled the rumor bY not a candidate

t " :

he governorship in 1913.8 The Ninth District Democrealts
he) B ' '
€ld thelr nominating convention in Marchs, 1910, 1in order .

t
o give the Party and 1S candidate plenty of time to
iiastic

work on their campalsn. 1T was a 1arse and enthus
erowd thst met in Bristol, March 25 1910, and "in the
midst of the wildest scenes of enthusiasn and with the
oft repeated slogan, 'Redecw tpe Districts’ Henry Carter
Stuart was chosen to opéose Slemp."g Althouzh Stuart

parlys the Republlcans

Yielded to the solicltations of his
believed that the Moshine leaders had proaised stuart the
Nomination for Governér in 1913 iF pe would run for
Congress in the Ninth Districte” geveral members of
the Democratic party -supported the Republican punol by
€Xpressing the pelief that gpuart's pind was vtpretty well

D
eorly ac 1906,

8P6Hdlet0ﬂy Political Histords 5h5e AS

Stusrt had Hoon mern ioned as & posgsible subernatorial
candidate., Henry gt. GEOTHe Tucker Paperss O:C. Burns
to Tuckers May 23 16063 Je Fe Po}iﬂr@ to Tucker, May
26, 1906. Thé Tucker papers are iooateqlin ?h@
Southern Historical collections U@ivmﬂwpr of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.Ce clted lanaunofn
Bascom Slcmn,“ g, Also S6€ willlen HoTe SQULECES g
Throush centuries THIESs (Portmmouth, Vaey 192309 200s
Harrigonbursg Deily Nevis Mareh 3s 1910. Cited in

Hathorn, 48
b OP(_‘;Y

- e ) it

wWileton,
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Tixe
ed upon the vovewnorv) 1p" even while the Congressional
battie

16 was still in progressoll The runol that stuart
had cor ,

compromised with the Machine was further subs stantiated

P

when He k
Henry St. Georze Tuske?r announced to the press after

e 1()10 in Wduh’ln"ftotlg I)o\)n’ that

a Par
Party conferoncc in lat
12

rte for Governor in 1913.

Stuart would be the Machine cendida
If Stuart had ever been an anti-lachine nan opposed to
Yartin, difrerences had evidently been éompromlsed when
Senator Thonas Martin expressed & hope of victory. for

atchy March 55 1910

Stusrt

tuart in the Riclmo

Ce Bascom Slemp had & gifficult time jdeciding to rui
art of the year, he

for Con-
Conzress in 1910, In the early par
cook the

co "
nfided to close friends that he would not s@
the public

Conen
1gressional seab, but that he would postoone
tne hemocralbls

anr " v
ouncement of his plans until arter

Convent 14 : "
hvention. After the Democrats nominated Stuarts

WNow that they have

Sle: .
mp reconsidercd his decislon:

" -
W1 o 1 (
Tucker Papers, B. Huntoh Jr. to Tuckels July 9y
ne . pascom SLEMDs 19,

N ®

1910, Citbg in HathoTils
12 5 -sh6, This

\N‘\}‘—

politicel. Higbords,

Pendlelon,
Vfllfiﬁn in

prediction was

@

153

= 2

I.;..t(\)_,}:;d g 5,}'6 ®

c.B. Slemp to LePe SWANCTSs
P 10(‘}{\‘? Ts W B2

!

Lewls P. Summers Peperss

March 7 191.C. The aummers pancrs al

Mdernan Librarys UHL"”J‘LLy of Virglnia "Cd‘iﬁ

Hathorn, e, Bas (.J,) n S1lemnis T I nal emn I'l th=0

such an announmrﬂﬂut milght enuoul)"” the “U“”HitiOU
P, Summert

:9 iew! Lle

C’:Vl(‘lﬁ(l"“i,
er t'r""“” V YU"J- Se

to put up a stronhs
u for oV

one of Slemp®s 1ieabun1nt
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»5om

their svronge)u mars backed

n 2 . .
Omlnated y{]_e' Stuart, W‘HO 18
think that I ougut

by ¢ , |
¥ the machinery of the Stabe T do not
to

withdray from this contest.“‘5 only two months 1ater,

L S 34
' lemp asain chenged his mind. He stated thab he had "declded

th ,

at it is best for me nob to meke the race for Congress
this |

his fal1l., Physicelly, 1 &% not in shabe to make a

+» to the Party Lo attempt

car‘\'r .
npalgn and it would not be fal

1t.n16 i |
It was rumored in party circles that Slenp reared
that he might not have the Full suport of his party. One
of hig fellow Republilcallsy J.J. Alley 5f Bristols had
8ddregsed a clrcular 1etter to Ninth Dis piot parbty members
Saying that there were # pundreds and hundreds of Republlcan
Vobters in the district who are tired of VUtlhg the Slenp
ticket and cannot be whipped td do 80 again thig fall under

wl?  pinth pistric?

t "

ne existing conditlonse pemoerabs Were
¢ :

onfident that these‘unsatisfied Republics! o would desert

Repu plicans held thelr

Sler -
mp for Stuart.lu wnen the
ne _ ) ) o
ominating convention in Abingdon on July 20, 1910, Slewp

< n e W et WY r -
Summers Fapers, ajemp tO LePe gummal s March 7 1910,
Cited in HathoItls L6
Swnmers Papers, 51 eyp to Swnbe rg, Hay 26, 1910 ¢ited
in Hathorn, M

17 ‘ -
Surmers Panerss WeSe Ywevltnw to CeBe
. (e o)
1910. Cited in HabhoIhs by, The Consre
of 1910 was the rirst time 1n wnLch the A0 b
attacked the policies of 01d guard & Republ 1“4*1>. The
Taft Adminic ppabion WAs pryinsg Lo H’w.“u gpeaker Joe
Y=Y ) .

f1iet n%uurcllv anread to the

ppe Demotr ts I"’:';:"-“ :

’W)Y_L in the

o

P
(94
/e

Cannon. This cob
"”“uziﬁn

CJF the

iuwu))

s o
Lonaress Kol

take sdvantasze

159 1910, Ccited in




“was ardentlv noninated for a third term ln Congre

-61

| -~ 0 5
conventlion, whlch was descerlbzd as “one of the

and most enthusiastic conventions

ever held by

e
sy e

The
larsest

the

Republicans,” gave sufficlent dlaplay of Slemp's

¢

Popularity.

since all the delemates were instructed

for Slemp, it was evident that the Republicen Party had

given their vote of confldence to the man who had

-
(e)

"succe

e
Democratic Machine in Virginla."<

}

sfully withstood the concersed attacks of the

The election of 1910 was noted for the corrupt

election procsdurcs and methods which were condoned by

both parties
requiremnents

Campaigns in

and candidates.
compelled both partles

N

the spring of electlon

It

Wa s riecessary

to find out who had not pald, or could not pay, the tax,

For twenty yesa

district.

poll taxes would be

actions, as

story:

Once .
started
arrived

inquired how he ¢

20 "
Hathoyi,

The

well

2] (i]_ e

ton, Politlcsl History

rs Slemp finoncaod

Republicans took Tor
pald for them.

oo
44 dawD

of

ag those

upon a

F o
cO

o+ e
@ L aentd

suid el
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the poll taxt drivesgs of hls

sranted that thelr

S

inodue

and

th

v

]

o)

Jemw Justifiecd hie

narty, with the Tollowing

and hils family

the vyranids. He
time
out to
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pyremids. He was tnld that in order
to do that it would be nc.:ssawy for
him to use camels, so he proceeded to
ascertain what they would cast. They
wanted to charge him as he thouzht an a
outrageous price, and he abltenvnted to
' jew' them dowi, oubt failed. Fe then
gald he would nobt mo Lo Uthe pyramids,
and he cans bacly Lo fmerics wi thout
acporpoli ‘_Ln”/‘ the d(;ulYL“l visit. That
is the way I feel aboub the present

)

slitus tiO; 1n our dl&L!pro We must
T a5 did

o . Bl st 58

in the matter of
Paying poll taxes., "In thig conncobion, Mr. Slemp

always had zn advantase over hls Denocratic opponents."22

The Democratic¢ Party wss hipny over thelr choice
of Stuart. He was 2 vonular farwmer and businessman, bub
most important, 11 factions of the Party solldly supported

renorteds

his candidacy. The Richumond

"Henry C. Stuart is the rnite Nevar in

the uemory of 11 vin* man has there been
a tine 7,.1‘()_@ Tol the Doemo o1 sbe woere 8O unil "Jd ®
Not a dissenting vnﬁam s bo be heard. 23
The Party is for the nonince Lo a men."

Money was importani in Ninth Distriet electlons,
and Stuart had the money to swvend on the race. Many
Republicans resarded Stuzrt ag “the richest man west of

the Blue Ridﬁe.u25 After Stuart azcented his party's

T bl Y e 8 PN A SR S P4 S T

]

N

Summers Papers, C.B. Slemp to L.Pe. Sumaers, Anril 30,
1910. Cited in Hathorn, 42.

“Ibid., B5-bG6,
2%

\,/

nichmond
Hathorn,
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nonination, the Bristol Convention namsd a svecial committee,
under the chairmanship of R. Tate Irvine, to take care of
campalsgn finances. The commnlttee called a meeting on
March 15, 1910, to discuss ways of securing money for the
"payment.of poll taxes of delinqusant and unreglstered
voters."25 Irvine revorted to the connittee in a circular
lettery’

Our’ worx for the present, of.course,

will be confined strictly to voll tax

natters. In doing this it will be

nhecessary to qualify every posslible

voter who is not reglstered or transg-

ferred so that later we can reqismﬁgi

and transfer them in time to vote. -

When the Democratic campalsn comeittee met, a
reported twenty thovssznd dollars was raised for "poll
"tax matters." The Republicans charged that it was the
plan of .the Democratic Party "to p=ay the poll taxes of all
delinquent floaters in the district and have them vote for

” TR i A u27 T Felt hedivr ochanr YA P
Mr. Stuart. The Renublicans felt thelr cnaryes were
confirmed when the Democratic Headquarters sent outl a
letter to the precinct workers. The letter stressed that
it was of "utmost importance thabt we know Just how many
Democrats there are at each precinct, how many Republlicans,
and how many floaters, and above 2ll, know exactly who

thf;y are., 1] 28

Pendleton, Political Historv, 546,

£

. -
:’..?21;.}‘

ay , .
Ibide, S5H6-547

23 ‘ . .
Ibid., 547. "The suffraze and election laws had
brougnt into existence a host of floaters in the
Ninth District, comvosed of men who were willing U«
commerclialize their suffre rizhts."
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The Camnalon.

While Democratic campalsn workers and precinct captalns
were busy settinzg ell possible voters registered, Stuart
prepared his speeches and mapped out his plansg of actlion
azalnst Slemp. It was evident that Stuart would tske the
initiative in the campalgn.zgﬂe onened the.campaign at Gate
City, in Scott County, on Ausust 20, 1910. He was greetgd by
the apvlause and cheers of an enthusiastic audience. Tﬁe

Richmond Times-~Disvatch called the sathering Yone of the

greatest vollitical demonstrations in the history of Scott

County."BO Stuart, who wasg an gloquent speaker, hoped to

Jote

make hig spesches gerve ag a definite advantasze over Slemp.31

Stuart opened his speech by vointing out what he consldered

to be the two major political issue for the electlon:

By common consgent throughbtoulb the United

States, the tarlff in general, =and the Payne-
Aldrich Bill in particular, together with
some legislative methods knoun as "Cannonisnm, "
are the ilssues on which the next House of

L o Cmp——

29 .. . 4
Glass, Xiﬁﬁiﬂl? Demoeracy, 365.

20,
JQRichmoud TL

Au'uﬂt 21, 1910. Cited in

Hathorn, “C. dpa;Ow slmwn S0
31 e 4 1 1 A . +
Slemp was not fond of speech-making. Instead he

Pi;nwn 1ized his anpraoch by "cornering doubtful
individuals and by talking confidentlally with smal
groups. He rode the narrow wooded tralls, stopoing

to talk the languaze of the mountalneers in thelr
own cabins." Hathorn, 25. This, of course, proved
to be an advantage over the le 11l Stuart.

3 ,;‘ =person
Only on one occassion did Stuart use mountain slang in
hts campalgning. During one of hls swﬁ\vdcuv he was
heo 1 yablicah NeE J ,',v,—,' on., Finally Stuart
Johnsnn by ;

jruse, T don't have
L ime to shuck 'nubins® ":uL o N l liam G. Snmith,
interview, Aug

~ £
© 1{0,
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Representatives is to be elected. Those
who have adeguate defence (sic) are eager
to present it. Those who have a strong
cause are even anxious to join battle and
do not dodge. Tt has be=n found, however,
very hard to hold Republic=ans to this
issue, especia%Ly the office~holding
standpatters, ' 7'~

Since Slemp had suvnocorted the Payne-Aldrich Bill,
Stuart praoposed to maxe the tariff a leading issue. He
reviewed the tariff record of the Republican Party,
making speclal note of the 1908 Republican vplatforn
whicn had "distinctly promised the people downward revision
of the tarifr.n33 Stuart stated that “the Payne-Aldrich
Bill was presented as the.redemgtion of the Renublican
pledqos."B’ He went on to cite examnles of how the bill
made oversall tariff schedules higher by quoting figures
on the steei trust, and on the woolen, cotton, and rubber
industries. Stuart veinted out that Slemp himself had
sald in the House of Representatives that the Payne-Aldrich
Bill did not proverly protect the industries of the Ninth
District, but that "...he voted for the bill because he put
his Republicanism higher that his own versonal interests;

but honed the bill would come back from the Senate in such

i VT 0 B R A W b 0 o PN

3 211‘\ rI f‘ ET\

itor, Addresses o anous South-
(Bristol, Va. s 1937), 499.
Stuart®s ope ‘11;‘1«-"; speech is in

inw,L,f orthy, this hook will Dbe

28388

VI" -.t A,
The T Uil text ¢
this book, 497~
referred to ac

cHa a8 also carried in the
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shape as to meet hls approval and that of his people.”

Stuart went on to say :the Republican mz jority "ran the

steam roller over him and reduced the duties on coal, lron

ore, lumber, and hides, the thinss he was most anxious to

protect and in which his constituents were most interested."

This

o
23

wasg Stuart's first mistake. While he wag

labeling upward revision of tariff as a violation of the

Republican platform on which Slemp had been elected, Stuart

contradicted himself by also condemning Slemp for zllowing

the reducstion of duties on coal, iron ore, and lumbar. As
3 9

his noint

charging:

L i 3 e S

of attack, Stuart continued his speech by

‘++ethe Republican Party has maintained
a dispensary of vrotectlon from which it

as dlspensed bounties to the great interests
of this couwibtry who are the chief contributors
to its campalgn funds.

Hish tariff breeds trusts.
travagance and wastefulness
time, unjust discrimination :

bution of money after it is in the treasury.
The present congress (sle) will appropriate
a thousand million dollars and of this less
than twenty million will come to the South.

LHQ gAame
in the distpi-~

The feormers, however, are not so much interested
in the avprooriations. They are interesced in
the facts that they must pay enormous duties

on everything they buy and buy it from the
trusts and sell everything that have to sell

to a trust at its own prices.

e

Sbid. . 302,
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The high cost of living 18 one of the

most vital questions of all. what

caused it and WNo proflts by 1t? 36
At g ! : :
At this point 1in his speecils stuart procleimed
nis own teriffi

him -
self o
" a protectionist by stating nis

= ' ‘ positions
‘I would Dbe aghamed to condemn the WoTKS
of the Republican party and the record of
my Opnonent without a jefinite statement
on my own viewse T am not against the
tariff. 1 ad assinst the use of the
tarifl to mil . into the over-
flowing palls O gpeaking for
nyself, afber observing 1LeboT conditions
in the 014 World, 1 cannob commit nyself
to @ tariff pollcy which would leave wholly
out of view the aiLfference of cost 11
production here and abroats T know there
are somne ymportant American produots in
which, wing to our naturﬁl aituation and
superior facilitiess tne unit cost of 1aboT
jg smaller than in the foreion product,
but -that ig the ezcenblol
and not the rule: Hences » would favor
only such 2 tapriff as would distinetly
and one

guard the wages of workinemems
2t 1east the Dreﬂent

which would justify ‘
Jqn thils counbrye

standards of Wages

1 would yield
the frick phrase
platforms. T would pnite with noderabe and.
concervatbive men of any party wno nonestly
and sincerely wanb b« pive subutantial reliefl
to the masses of the peonles and who to thatb
end would 1imit dutieﬁ on all forelan articles
comveting with Auerloan Droduutg to such
firgures &as would TovVer the aifference betweell
the cost of produotion here and gbroade

Furthermores all prejudiets
for or anainst g of party

had tz%;vel,ed. outside of the
of times ol cattlcwbuylng

v ; . 6 ° S \":/U. a1 ‘L
and the

I5) numbel

ST D e I e : qQ Ly, Amerloa

trips to Bn% and, Buropes south pmoricas A0 R g

Par Raonb. IS atuarls intervi awy 0€DLe )
Len bt e .
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Thus Stuart gave all sopearances of azreeins with
the 1903 Republican idea of tariff proteétlon based on
comparative costs. He was then subject to the criticism
that he deserted the Democratic theory of tariffs for
revenue only. His posltion disagreed with his varty's
creed of fifty years that "protection was an intolerable

vice that had been inflicted uvon the masses by the

SN0

Republican Party.“38 The Democratic platform of 19208

stated: ?We denounce protectionism as a robbery of the
many to enrich the few,"Bq. Although Stuart's apparent
support of "protectionlsm" was gualified, he survirised

his Democratic suppnorters and pleased his Loou>11"~

opoonents. Whille Slemp "“was given a zolden opvortunity

to satirize uvon his ovponent's conversion to Republican

b)

1]

principles Democratic leaders throushout the Stabe
)3 ‘ k 3 )

A 5 : 1)
found themselves in a difficult position +0

Le

The first discussion of Stuart's tariff policy

came in the Bristol Herald-Courier, which stated that

"Mr. Stuart is standing on the same tariff line with

s 5 o 1y
Presldent Taft.““l This statement begsn a serles of
editorisl replies in other State newspavers. The

L P —

»)r_,

“Pendleton, Politicel History, 548.

31 01

l.c

L et

L]

Tucker Pavers, J.C. Wysor to Tucker, Sept. 9, 1910.

Cited in Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slemp," 53.
i1
P1Pehdleton; 1%

date for the y

549, He szives no
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Classy publis ed a
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Stuart enlisted the ald of important Democratic
leaders by askinz them to come snd speak in the Ninth

.

District in his behalf. The speskers who camnaipgned for
him either endorsed Stuart's tariff views or silently
ssented to them. Carter Glass was the only excentione.
In the first speech on his Ninth District speaking tour,
Glass declared in Marion on September 5, 1910
‘I am a Democrat. I stand upon the tariff
plank of the Democratlc platform that has
been handed down to us by the varty in its
platformns since the formation of the party.
I believe in a tariff for revenue only, W1E§
the covernment economically =administered. ™2
The reasons for Glass's "stab® at Stuarl were two-
fold. First, Glass was aware of the fact that Stuart

had aporoved the editorials of the Roanoke on his

R

tariff vosition. Glassy, of course, deened 1t necegsary
to clarify his Democratic theories by showing that he

and Stuszrt were not in agreement on teriffg. Secondly,

Glass felt it necessary to distinguish hils Democracy
by contrasting 1t to Stuart's Democracy. Before 1210

Stuart hzd been associated with Glass and Henry St. George

i

Tucker as being an-Manti-~Macine® man in opposition to the
Martin Machine. Glass perhaps suspected "the arrange-

ment that hnad been mads with the Machlne o suporess

b6
oopnosition to Stuart for the governorshlip in 1913.%

A VRV T A )3 AN SBEIP S BaI T

i, £
"PIbid., 549-550.

11‘61 £l e - .. | _ = ) mawsey ananlrd no
Ibid. Glazsz comvnleted only one more speaking
rannent in .the Ninth District.
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C. Bascom Slemp ovened his campalen for re-election
at Jonesville, in Lee County, on September 5, 1910. Slenp,
who could not clalm the oratorical eloquence of his rival,

made a svpeech that was considered "the nmost effective of

Ly
hig career." Lee County was his birtholace, =2nd he was

at ezse with his fellow wountaineers. He talked to them
with the humor and cliches that the nountain peonle under-

stood. He began his speech by saying:
“The ashes of my ancestors for one hundred
Years repose beneath the soil of this county.
For smenerations they lived here as tillers
of the sq}l, not landlords, but nlain
farmers., +O

Slenp continued his address by remindine hig zudience that

he, too, had beesn reared on a farm and worked farm

o

e
e ]

boy. He sald that he believed he could "bulld as good

D

a haystack, or plow as straleht a furrow as any of them

*

who seem to think they have a clalm to supnort because

: )
they own = farmﬁLq

&

Iyt
jo
fte
w0
v

3

D
@]
(®
5

clearly and effectively,
with statistics and facts, reviewed the records of both
partics on inmvortant national issues, oartioularly‘the
tariff issue. He accused Stuart of trying to bring to
his supnort many Republican protectionists by, his tariff

views. Slemp, of course, did not pass up the chance to

" Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slenp," 54.

states that thls remark was

2 ned several farms in

comnlete tewt of Slemp's
le Kssary, editor,

mp, (Washington,

7111 be referred
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satirize his onponent:

iProm a careful reading of my ovnonent's

gpeech In this canpalan, I have come to the
conclusion that he is golng to try to crowd

me off my tariff vlatform, but I an goine

to stick to 1t. I was elected on it; I served
on it in Congress,; and 1 am going to be elected
on it again. I am zoing to stand on it in

spite of all wmy opnonent may say or do. He can
stand on 1t with me 1f he will do so. There

is vienty of room for us both, and other
repentant Denocrats, and I will welcome hlmg
but I want him to stand on it as a Renublican. 50

Slemp urgzged Stuart, if he agreed with the Republican tariff,

to wear the Republican button. Slemp declared:

“T am a protectionist. I belong to &
protection vparty and by reason of this

can lend some real ald to thls volicy

that he has recently discovered to be good.

He says his observations abroad have tausnt
him this. If so, I am in favor of sending

all the Democcratic Con~zressmen from Virginie 1
on an observation trip to Europe risht away. .51

Gy

Slemp likened Stuart's converslon to the Republican

tariff doctrine to the story of an old Rowan sovernor and

St. Paul:

“After hearing the truths of Christianity,
which were exvnlalned *0 him by the great
Apostle, he exclaimed, *Almost Lngg
persuadest me to be a “hVi"tlJm' 52

Slenp then went on to say, "Let us hope that in the case of

.

my opponent that his conversion is complete, and that we

will not have to quote another good hymn, 'Almost Persuaded--

But Losti?

e v T

504

f oo
lrpia., b2-b3,

Essary, Selected Addres:

£S

w53

Y S W e NS

()

521v1d., b3.
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" On the issue of Speaker Cannon and the Payvne-Aldrich
Tarlff, Slemp did not deny that he had suop5rted thew.
"0On the later, Slemp even admitted framning certaln
features of the 1aw,“54 He pointed out that the new
tariff had already changed a "treasury deficit of
$58,000,000...1nt0 a survlus of $23,000,000."%5 ge
argued that the tariff did not violate any oarty vroulses,
To the contrary, he sald that of the chanzes in the
Dingley Tariff of 1897, six hundred and forty«fi%elltems
‘had been reduced, while only two hundred =nd twenty articles
showed incres ﬂes.sé

In‘defense of Stua rt's charge that he had allowed
Conzress to lower dutles on Southwe ‘tern Virginia pnroducts,
Slenp replied that he thousht "coal, iron ore, and timbar
recelved sufficient protection. The duly on coal was at
the rate of 45¢ per ton, iron ore at 15¢ ner ton, and lumber

at $1.25 per 1,000 feot." 57

Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slemp," 56.
Essary, Selected Addresses, 48,

Hathorn, 56. Hathorn voints out that technically Slemp
was zorrect, but that he failed to tell the entire
truth of the matter. The Payne-Aldrich Tariff
"orovided for more increases thar 1‘“P”2HJS in duticrﬁ
but the decreases wore rurnly on lteuws of sienificance,
and for more duties were left untouchzd that were
;2d." J.D. Hicks i ;lon, (New

Hathorn corrects Slemn on this by nolwf“r
at he f*ﬂlvfi to on that the foruer T)l‘)u
on coal 7 Lo, and lunber w

F.W. Taus .gtory of the Unil tui
;

A e S O TIPSR AT i S
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Henry Carter Stuart had liuited his first speeach

to national issues, . wlth the hove of pre ntﬁur Slemp

and other-Republicans from attacking his political
record on State matters. Slemnp, of course, had no
intentlons ol allowing that issue to lie uncovered. In
the end of his Jonesville sbeech, Slemp salds

A li,cu sion of State issues has no
particular nart in this campaign since
neither candidate for Conzress has any
vower to change the State laws. It is
pertinent, however, to mention the record

of any vublic servant as to whebther he has
or has not fulfilled the nled=zes and
promises he made to the peonle on which he

was elected. My ovvonent was elected to an
honorable office, from his own county, upon
a vlatform of his party which vronised
svbﬂi“slmn to the people of the State of a
Congtitution after it had been vrevared by
the Constitutional Convention. Thlsg pledze
was violated and it is vertinent to dlscuss
that feature as to whether or ust nmy opponent
was justified. in violating hls pledge to
the people. 7°

Thlis statement had the effect of vutting Stuart on

the defensive. The Republican sneskers and rewspaners

thorouzhly discussed the issu charging Stuart with "the

betrayal of the confidence of the penvle whose suflfrage

460 5
he was now Seeklnga”)q But his opvonents were not content
to ston there. They deliberately brouzht Stuart's voting

record et the constitutional conventinn to public notlcc.60

2% -
Pendleton, Political History, 5!

n
N
S

socsmrmns

“See Chapter II, L&,



Stuart made no move to deny these charzes. Instead,
he stood firm on his voting record by making a single
statement in a sneech at Pocahontas on Septenber 9, 19103
"T would repeat every vote I cast on imvortant clauses of

w61

the new Constitution.’ The only charse that Stuart
ansvered was the one concerning hils support of the
"Understanding Clause," which had injured the pride of so
many illiterate mountaineers in Southwestern Virginia. To
tone down the criticism, Stuart tried to play up "white
sunremacy,” and to use the"race bomey" as a vote~getter.62
Stuart defended nimself by saying he had sunvorted the
franchise restriction "in the interest of white sunrenacy
in Virginia, necessary for our civilization."63 The
Richmond llggﬁzgggggggg quoted Stuart as saying, "“If it
was wrong to zive the negro the right of sulfrage, i1t was
risht to use every meané known to the superlor race to take
. , 64 ' ,
it from Him." Stuart pointed out that "not a . white man
in Virsinlia today would publicly advocate restoration of
the ballot to the nesgro, and that neither my opponent nor
my opponent's sunporters would dare take a positlon which

1165

might be remotely construed as being in that directlon.

P e

Aot e o v LD

61MN
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1 emr ,
Slenpy who was aware of gtuart's trap, $ave such &
r and indefinte revly to the challenge that the

the xace guestion. He

De'l A ;
mocrats t(',"iil{;grarily dI‘ODUOd

r'eplied:
wy fteenth amendment ToeSy
I should say this, that W€ are at peace
at the oresenb time with 411 the states
in the Uniofl. Tpe Negro question 1g more
nearly settled in the gouth than it has
beon since the deys of the Civil war. The
actically

Fifteenth AmC pbeen pré

'S far as the

ndmnent has
abrogated in S° far as the gouthern states
are —oonaerned, and the Northari states have
asccepted in rood gnirit the action of all
Southern states Y . to wnite
supremacy Phis I should mel tain at all
nazards, at a117% ; - a¥l
lciro‘mstances,* .

the npedeen

the Ninth“ Congresslo

Needlege to s2¥»

race received state-wide attentiofie gtuart wWas inviting
such Democratic Party nanes 85 Thomas Marting plaude
v ¥k goll Monbaiuss ames H07C Tylers
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a | o - e o
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tine the party would erage the 1ast chublioau repl
from thé 014 Domlﬂidn's delezation.”72 Wwhen Admiral
Richerd . Byrd returned to his after sweﬂking'for
Stuart, he stated that " the very S
party
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" The Richmond Times-Dis spatch expressed the happlness

over the results of Boosevelt's speech in Democratic
circles.in a caustic editorial which said:

“If all Slemp's endorsements are -
like the.Colonel gave him, after
all the hot alr that the Slemp
organs expended by way of adver-
tisement, unlucky Slemn! The
crunbs that fell from the Colonel's
table were infinitesimal, The
Colongl krniows & loser when he sees
one.

As the election dsy got nearer, Henry Carter Stuart

)

nd C. Bascomn Slenp intensifled their campalgn actlivities.
Slemp continued to satirize Stuartfs tariff stand, as well
as to discuss Stuart's constitutional convention record.
In a letter to his camnalgn lieutenant, Lewls Sunmers,
Sleno exvnressad the following opirdon:

"The more I think of it the nore I an
convinced that ifr. Stuart made a fatal
mlstake in his speech at Gate City In
undertaking to get on our tariff
platform. If this matter is handled
right in the newspapers and on the
rostrun, it will not only defeat him by
a large majority this f£all, but nay
really mean hig elinmination from public
life.

e B P A S BN
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Rlchmond Times-~Digpatch, October 11, 1910,

Cited in Hathorn, 60.

Sj (o] nr ) sev D ; 34 Ay ok 5 . T q A ey v
summers Papers, C.B. Slemp to L.P. Sunmers,

210. Cited in Hathorn, 61.
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On the subject of what Stuart nad to offer to the
votersvof the Ninth District, Slemp concluded:
““His speeches display nothing but a
wandering frow one ouoject to another
in an effort, very like 2 drowning
man's, to grasn some straw whereby he
can keen nig head above water a little
longer. 82
Near the end of the camvalgn, the candidates becane
more and more venomoug in their denunciations. The
strugzle was clearly marked with political "mud-
slinging." Slemp and the Republican charzed that Stuart
mistreated his tenants. The rumors were so wldesvread
that the Democratic P“rty manasers asked Stuart's tenants
to hold a meeting and make a stestement in resnonse to the
charges. The tenants met énd gave out a statenent
saylng that they exvected to cast a unanimous vote for
Stuart.83 A
Stuart,vin turn, revived the race questicn and the
issue of white supremacy. 1In a sveech that was carried
in the Richmond Timﬁvw)iﬁnn+”h, Stuart charzed that Slenp
considered the Hezro vote as countinx as nuch as a white
wan's vote. "Slemp wants the office and it doesn't matter

to him by whose votes he shall get 1t.”81‘L

e SR L NP ————

82

“Preston, Addre

e ey

See Chaplter I, 14.15, for "What Mr. Stuart's Tenants
Say." o

3 "
Q“ﬂ chmond Tin : 1, Octe 15,
Hathorn, &, 54801 ..‘“ug" 62e i J 3
to note that in ‘JL('J of LIJ‘ Nint s Negro
population in 1910, Stuart's Lﬂa?i““’ﬂl1 no velidity.
Evenn if the Nexro cou._]_\,._ have voted, S1 would not
T

have recelve
Hathorn, 20.

more than rfive ?:‘* 1Wred bls votes. See
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The Denocrats were extremely optimistic and

confiden®t by the end of October. The D=smocratié new

.

Daoors were in consensus with the Richmond Times-

Disvnatch:

“If Henry C. Stuart is not elected

to Conzress on Novemober 3, the

Democratic leaders of the Ninth

District are the most deceived set

of voliticsl managers the state of

Virginiv has ever seen. Nothinv ‘

but 3'310 confidence ls exoressed

by tqem

On Novenber 3, 1910, the State Democrstic Chalrman,

J. Taylor Ellyson, exoprcssed confidence in the finsl out-
come, as well as pointing out the importance of the Ninth
District race, and the united effort that the Party hsad
made for Stuart.ﬁé So great was the state-wide interest

that o system of rocket flares was s2t up to announce the

trend of the election every hour on the half haur.B/

Elect

Pt

Lon Methods in the Ninth District

Election day arrived, and the Congressional race,
which has aptly been referred to as a "ding-donz" affalr,
came to an endB8 It was at that time that the true

character of the race was blatently evlident. lMoney was

(
“Richmond Timeg-Di: Oct. 30, 1910. Cited in
Hathorn, "C, Bascom Sleup," 62.
86
ibid., Nov. 3, 1910,

ﬁ?TB

the
58

" “Glass, Virzinia Democr

actual set-up of the flare system.

‘bid., Nov. 7, 1210. No expnlanation was giver-ahou
[e
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necesgary for any Ninth Digtrict race, but it had never
been as important as it was in this particular camvalgn.
It was openly a "boodle® campaign, right down to the time
the election results were Tinslly announcedQBQ

Two weeks before the election, Will Slemﬁ, brother
of the Republican candidate, sent the followinz message
toc the county party leaders:

"It has come to our notice throiugh
pretty straisght sources that the
Democrats are dﬂ)pndlng larzely on
trying to buy Judges of election
wherever they can use money. 1
bellieve it would be well for you

to investigate tnis matter fully
in each precinect in your county.-qo

Election Judzes were the central figures in any
vote-buying plan. This was the way by whlch the candidate
could follow the voter fo the ballot box and be assured thst
he got hls money's worth. It was almost impossible ol
a man who sold his vote under this system to fall to keep

91
his part of the dez

Pendleton, Political History, 553. This term was
used to describe an election that involved the
expenditure of large amounts of money on the votes
of "floaters."

4

Summers Papers, Will Slemp to T.W. McConnell, Oct. 28,
1910. Cited in Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slemp,* 6 .

A-_J

{
911f a voter was on the permanent registration roll,
(that is, he had resistered before 1704), he could
ask that an election judze mark his bﬂlla,. Section
31 of the 1302 Constitution provided for three judses
in each precinct. These judges were to revx kugn* the
two vartlies accordinsg to the varty which had cast the
highegt number of votes in the preceedingz c1'0t‘0“o
Since f Democrats were in contrnsl of the State,
there two Democratic judﬁas and orz Republican
Judee. Therefore, the man wno had vnW'w his
Te fw‘F‘;': the "rizghl" judse to merk his ballot.

vote would
See
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On election day, November 8, 1910, the county

‘party chairmen were glven the money for vurchasine votes.

They, in turn, allotted money to the precinct captains who

actually bought the votes. Estimates of exactly how much

each party spent varied. Wade Hamilton, the former county

chalrman of the Republican Party in Wise County, estimated

that " each party spent over 100,000 in the campaign of
1910, most of it exchanging hands on electinsn day. n92
Slemo repnorted that Congressman Hal D. Flood told him
that "Stuart spent $75,000 on the day of election,w?3

Concurrent estimates szid thet "it wWag, . s renorted and

be]aavmd that two hundred thauuand dollars was

el -
spent.” One report suzsested that as much as $500,000

5

was svent,

The stiff competition naturally vushed the cost of

votes up in 1910. The averaze vrice for a "floater" vote
(4

h : 26
was fifteen dollars.) However, ag

muchn as one hundred
: 97
dollars was gziven to men who could influence others., ’

T S 5 e B ST A RO G

Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slemp,"63.

)B“Lewo Notﬂ)oohﬁy c.B. Slenn t0 JoG¢ Wilson, oct. 1u,
193%. ()‘ Led ill ‘Iclthgli)’ 630

Skl ) .
’ _Pendleton, FPolitieal History, 553.
e .
Bunl, The Nearo in Virsinia Polities, 60, The

-statement is not fully 'vuunavbod by Buni.
-
Slemp Notebooks, H,W. Nvlly to C.B. Slemp, Nov. 9,
1910. <Cited in Hathorn, 6L,
'.;)’
?Hathorn, 6,



A Republican in Grundy, in Buchanan County, reported that
‘Mpen went at from $30 to $60 and some even higher. n8
J.N. Smith from Cleveland, in Russell County, made the
following reporit to Slemp the day after the election:

I am a Shamed of the mistake was mad at
our Place. I did not Bye but 2 nmen and
only got one of thew. They bot them like
buying cattle. I only handle $515.00. I
spent 35.00 for Brundy, and 310.00 on those
2 men. Talk wa2s not worth mu«h wnere their
was as much noncy as they na Pgny

Pade as high as $520.20 for VOu“S

A continuous stream of reports and correspondence
to Slemp revealed general conditions and practices of
the eleéﬁion.loo One man revorted that he had done hig
vart "as willing as any man. Done nmost after nlght; but

: 01
it 2ll counted.“l L Another Slemp sunvorter ancloglzed
that Pulaski did not do any better than it did, and then
went on to say that at New River, "they never 2ot one of

g2 - A
our uwen and we got four of tnalro.”l From Stuart's own

2

9881emp Notebooks, W. McCoy to Slemp, Nov. 10, 1910.
Cited in Hathorn, 64.

?7tbid., J. N. Smith to Slemp, Nov. 10, 1910.

100Th°"> renorts reflectéd the Renublican reaction to

and Lﬂ&%?ﬁxc ation of the election. Stuart did

not keep any records of corresnondence that he
recelved lurihg the 1910 canmvalgne
101

Slemp Notebooks, J.A. XKitts to Slemp, Nov. 8, 1910,
Cited in Halhorn, 64.
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Russell County came the following information:

‘We made the best fisght abt Lebanon
we could. We gailned it by 36---
three of Stuart's men was (sic)
down from hisg vlace with 211 the
money could be looked for. They
are down 1n the mith. T certainly
feel =good,; sood. ™%

Despite the warninz of Slemp'?s brother about
Stuart's men trying to buy judzes, the Democrats
controlled several of the Republican judges. Slemp
got reports of his judges veing pald as much as two

hundred and fifty dollars to turn thelr precinct for

Stuart.lo) Arniother letter relsted that Stuart®s nen

o
"bought Wilson...and every effort for you was blocked.
You have no idea how things were done up. They voted

mén from Tennessee zand Kentucky."lO&

Not only did'SIemp get revorts of his Judges
selling out, but hHe also heard about the deserters.
One vlece of corregpondence informed him that "ever(sic)
straight Republican knew his vlace and what was assigned
to him. Notwithstanding R.L. Elliott, P.L. Kilgore, and
W.W. Bond and his four boys helped the Democrats and worked

, . 2105
hard for Stuart." -

AT B S P VR A e P

102 . . ;
Ibid., V. Jessee to Slemp, Nov. 10, 1910.

2
10)1@1g5w G.W. Moore to Slemp, Nov. 10, 1310.

104 . ]
Ibid., W.P. Nash to Slemvp, Nov. 9, 1710,
05.

Ibid.y; G. lMeade to Slemp, Nov. 15, 1710.
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The returns of the election were so close that on
election night no one was sure who had actually wdn.
The Democrats, however, were so optimistic that Stuart
had been elected that many of Stuart's friends preceded
with celebrations of victory. The Republicans, too,
were confident that theilr man had won. Some enthusiastic
Republicans in Russell County went so far as to set off a
hugh explosgion of dynamite on Stuart's Rosedale Fgrm.loé

The next day when all the ballots had finally been
counted, C. Bascom Slemp had a little over two hundred
more votes that Henry Carter Stuart. Slemp was declared

winner with 16,958 votes to 16,° 731 votes for Stuart, 107

oy et e

106Wi11a1m G. Smith, interview, Aug. 26, 1969.

107
4JQT£EZQT-J%1@¥ nu;"‘l Al
73+« Cited in ¥ nia Y
60. Hathorn, "C. Bascom Slemp, " zives the
difference as 217 votes, with Slemp's Scraovbooks
as the source. Pendleton, Political History, 554,
statcs that "the official count save Slewp a

ant majority of 217 votes.® Stuart in a later
uﬁrnﬁent r fﬁvvnﬂ to "the majority of 217%,
Bri.,“ - rier, November 16, 1910, Cited
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Stuart ilmnediately cried fraud and refused to concede

the eleotion.lOB Stuart's friends ursged him to demand

a recount, 2nd in answer to their clctor he ilssved a

DD
statement, which was addressed "To the Democrats of the
Ninth District":

‘According to the face of the returas, Mr.
2« Bascom Slewmp, the Republican nominee
has been elected to Congress from our
District by a majority of 217. The
definite fizures of the result will be
known from the State Board of Canvassers,
which meets on the 23th day of November
at Richmond. The duty of this board is
Onfimwﬂ to mpiling and revorting the
fisgures frum the various countlies and
ihuitnw a caertificate accordingoly.

It must be recognized .ag 2 fundaner
princ 1019, that no man can be olkc‘oﬂ to

any office unless he has recelved the votes
of a majority of the legally gualified voters
pmrticipn&lﬂg in an electvion,

If I am convinced that Mr. Slenp has recelved
such a majority, I would accent cheerfully the
fisures as repcrted...It has been brousght to
ny notice, hON‘VPLQ on evidern go strong as “to
demand serioua nttmﬂtLuuy :1at many 1llecal
votes were cast and counted for Mr. Slempees
I must ask a full investi-oation of this
election, with the vurpos=ec of arriving at an
honest result, Therefore, I shall refer the
matter to the Deascratic U' rict Comnmittee

' .;.f“n'*t it may consgider such evidence as may
be submnitted. I shsll then hold mvaelf

R A A R S SR

108gy,,

art chareed that the Re O‘H)ll cans had voted
uncualified electors. This, of c\,uh. >, Was

an unusual chearse for Stuart to meke. The
-election machinery was controlled by the

Democrats. Out of tnf‘ 265 precinets in the

Ninth Dist ‘iou, they all had a Democratic

rezi S;ﬁt]"’l'r"v and Democratic clerks and Judces

of electlon, See Hathorn, "Congx os"'hmwl

Campalgn in the Fighting Ninth: T‘ mnc'gu

Be t'"ltl”‘l C. bascoun Slemp =and ;‘. Stuart,
] . "..‘. '.':‘)_A:‘ £ "(\ 2 r‘r”)h J.9
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subject to the advice and instructions
of this committee, on the guestion of

whether or not to make o formal nrotest
for the seatlgsfore the House of Repre-

sentatives.

Stuart's proposed investigatlon was never wmade,
quite possibly because he was aware of the fact that
he would have to explain some of his own camvaign
practices. Slemp was declared the winner, althouszh
"1t cannot be sald that Slemp won the victory 'fairly
end squarely', but nelther can it be sald that the
Stuart forces were 'fair and square' in deféat."llo
The Ninth District silently ackgowled@ed that the

outstanding Democrat of Southwestern Virginla had been

defeated. "The defeat, thouzh narrow, took some of the
heart out of the Democratic Party. Its members and

leaders had been too hopeful to rally quickly from the

1]
diszppointment.® 11

R T e A Y s S ST A WO

109, _
JBristol Hersld-Couri
in Hathorn,

11 Oﬂatho B o 4 B V/‘L e

2ld-Courier, Nov. 16, 1910, Cited
"C. Bascom Slemp," 66-67.

111 :
Glass, Virginia Democrasy, 366.
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CHAPTER IV

GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA, 19i4-1918

Henry Carter Stuart was considered for the
movernorship of Virginia as early as 1906.1 He
was recepilve to the pariy nomination in 1309, but
the primary fight was between William H. Mann of the
Machine faction asnd Henry St. Georpge Tucker of the
Manti-iMachine® group.2 Stuart did not hide his
ambltion to be the Governor of Virginia. He gtated
in February, 1910: "I am, and will continue to be in
the race for the governorship in 1913ﬁ"3 both Democrats
and Revublicans believed that Stuart had agreed to rTun
for the Ninth District Concressionsl seat after the
Machire leaders promised him that he would be unopvosed

oo

for the gubernatorisl election in 1913 Needless to

say, the "RBedeem the Ninth" election put Stuart's nane

D)
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1See Chapter I1I, 58,

2Squlres, Ih

S e

>uzh Centurie

)
8 A

g _Three, 566,
3

“Pendleton, Politiesl History, 545.

kS

See Chanter III, 58-59,
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before the public in Virginia. He lost the election by

a narrow margin,

but he won a state-wide revutation as

a politician.s Stuart's defeat in the Congressional

election of 1910 made him the Governor of Virginia in

1914,

Democrat for the

The primary contest in 19173 saw only one declared

Party's nomination, and that was Henry

Carter Stuart. Since a vrimary election was not necessary,

Stuart was declared as the Party nominee on August 13,

1913.6

A contest between the differing factions of the

Democratic Party was prevented by the retirement of all

vossi

ble candidates in favor of Stuasrt. "Both factions

seemed content to accept him as the Party's candidate.

Neither seemed ‘itchingt for a battle."?

secondary offices. The blggest disagreement was

The only contest that took place was for the

a8 over

the nonmination for Attorney General. John G. Pollard

had declared himself a candidate against Sawuel W.

Willi

ams, the incumbent.

T R SR 2 Y Y S T B e TN

Glass, Virs
“Naturally he d
but it was to hir

serve."

y, 310. Glass states:
. nnot want to loose the election,
1 & relief that he did not have to

LA




i)

The 1liberals or independents favored Pollard; the Machine

favored Willi=zms. There was no evidence of Stuart support-

ing one candidate over the other. Pollard received the

nomination by a small majority. There was a smaller

¥

iz ht between J. Taylor Ellyson and Lewis H. Machen

for the nomination for Lieutenant Governor, but Ell?son

became the Party nominee. If it had not been for this

small ares of disagreement and contest, the gubernatorial

electlion of 1913 would have been unparalleled in Virgini

history for its lack of importznce and volitical battle.9

Stuart was nominated by the Democratic Party with-

out any platform. He made no statement of his own views

on public questions, with the exception of the occlaration

he made when he officially snnounced his vandidacy in

January, 17213. At that time he stated:

‘I am not the cendidate of any cliqgue
or faction, but ask the supvort of all
Democrats who stand for sood movernment
firmly and resolutely administered in
the paramount interest of the State.:

Stuart did not conduct an extensive or expensive

campalign. Between January and June, 1913, he did incuw

ome minor expenses, but after it became evident that

IAlvin L. Ha "The Prohibition Movement
Virginia, 16

oL in
3 916 " (Master's Thesis,

Ay
20~

University of Virszinia, 1964), 144,
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no other Democrat would declare for the nomination,

1%
Stuart ceased all oven campalignine. After he received

the officilal nomination, it was merely a matter of
passing the tTime until the November 3rd election day.
. 7 The Democrats were so securely in control of the
State that the Republican Party did not even enter the
race. By 1910 nomihation in a Democratic primary was

practically synonomous with eleotian.lz The Republican

Party was so weak that the chances of election of g
party member was almost non~existent, and therefore, they
felt it useless to even place nominations on the ballot.
Such apathy on the part of the Renublicans g”anted_the
‘Democratic Party almost exclusive control of the State

Of course, their indifference prepetuated that

vower.

Thus with no contest within the Democratic Party for

the nomination, and with the indifference of the Republican

Party, Stuart attained the hishest political office in the

Commonwealth without any opposition.

Henry Carter Stuart, wealthy farmer and businessman

from Russell County, was elected to the zovernorship of

D

Virginia as no other governor was ever elected. He was

o Y AL SR 00 Pt AR S e I

11
Willieam A, Stuart II, interview, Dec. 29, 1969.
Henry Cartesr Stuart rbwoﬂted primary G”anion

exnenseg smounting to 31,296.88. See |
of the House of Delemates, 1914, House Mment 111,

12,, . ‘ i
Glass, Virzinis Democracy, 351.
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of ficially unonposed for both the Democratic primary
and the general election on Noveuber 4, 1913, The
Roanoke~Times repﬁrted that it was "the only time in
the history of the State when a Governor was chosen by

unanimous public consge 2nt."13  Another editor remarked,
"The office was handed to him on a silver plaa.tter.““L
True to the predictions made by Republicans and Democrats
alike back in 1910 when Stuart ran for the Ninth Digtrict
Congressionsl seat, he had no rival for the Democratic
nomination. The Rewublican Paity failled to entexr the
gubernatorial contest. Instead, they concentrated their
efforts on the General Assembly. C. Bascon Slemp advised
his party in this direction, saying that the Republicans
would hold the balance of power when the Democrats were
divided by factional fights.15 The election results,
however, saw more Democrats elected to the General

Assemnbly than at any time since Rccr.stzuxiion 16

S e D

)ﬁOdﬁOLu Times, Jvlv ?5, 1913, on the ocoasion of
Stuart's desth. Ne wer cliponing lg located
in the Russell COU17V Hintory Notnb>oks, Russell
County Library, Lebanon, Vae.

ik
Squires, Thy
the name of
found.

573. Neither
date could be

o I '3 2
1Jdl&mp predicted in an int
that there would be a spl

.t in the ranks of the
JQAwownts as a result

o sweeving reforms" that
cted Stuart to make. Glass, Vi

356.

erview in Ausust, 1913,
1% 4
i
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The Genersal Assemnbly convened on Janvery 14, 1914,
with Edwin P. Cox serving as the Spneaker of the House, and
J. Taylor Ellyson vresiding over the State Senste. One
of the first orders of business was to report the ofrficlal
election returns and the expanditures of the various

candidates of the November 3rd election. Of the 72,421
votes cast for Governor, Stuart received 66, 518.17
Je Tayior Ellyson was elected Lieutenant Governor, and
John Polard won the office of Attorney General. The new

State Treasurer was A. W. Harman, Jr., and B. 0. James

was elected State Secretary. The entire Democratic
ticket was elected by large majorities. The general
state-wide trend of the election was illustrated by

the returns in Stuart's own county, which smave him 1,419

18
votes out of the 1 4650 votes cast.

L L £ AR O TR i A A X SR

letuart's nhame was not the only n=me on the ballot.
The other uen and the number of votesg they received
were as follows: C. Campbell - 3,789:; B.D. Downey -
2,110; H.C. McDowrie - 13 G.W. Haynes - 1; M. E.
Church = 13 and Giles Jackson - 1. These men are
presuied to be local candidabus. No information
was glven on their wolitical affiliatlions. Journal
of the Senate of tm General Asseubly, 1914,
(chﬂmund,"' R P A WRY Lol

185 0ur rnz) of the House of Delemates,1914, 63.
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In compliance with a 1903 Genersal Assembly act, whose
purpose was to "promote pure elections," the candidates
were- required to make statements of campaign expenditures,

t
The statement included "all sums of money contributed
19

$

disbursed, expended or promised.” For the vrimary
election, which was held in August, 1913, Stuart declared

the following expenses:
“Rent of Offices for head-~
quarters during January,

February, March, Aoril, .
May and June C$L4hs5,00

Clerk Hire 364,80

Stationery, nultigranvhing,
publications, etec. 234414

Postacze 162.00

Telegraphs and telephone h1.5l4
Traveling Expenses ho. o

O s A w2t D

TOTAL  $1,296.88 20
Stuart declared that he svent "Nothing" in his
candidacy for Governor in the general election. 2l After
the expenditures were accepted, "the Speaker of the House

declared Henry C. Stuart duly elected Governor of this

A At AR T s Ay . 22
Counmonwealth for the term prescribed by law.,%4?

<oy

D ———

IQLQ}Q., House Document III, 1.
20
ij,d..l, 2.

prerSinyasttila

SLTWER, 4 3

- . ~ - - - - p r
Ellyson snent $2,2292.65; Pollard spent
i 3 — S ) B B .
yh,564@71; Harman snent 526,003 and James soent
"Not a cent," for the zeneral election.,
22
Journal of the Senate of the General 1914
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The Stuart Adwministration, 1314-1218

Henry Carter Stuart was inaugrated on February 2,
1914. His Inaugural Address, which was delivered at the

Capitol in Richuond, _outlined the basic plans for 'his

2 ,
adminls tion 3H13 speech began thus:

"I enter upon the dubties of the governor-
ship with a deep sense of the generous
congideration of my fellow-citizens.
Called to the office by the unanimous
voilce of my own party, and wlthout
serious opnposition from any source, I
feel that, coupled with the honor, there
is the fullest nmeassure of obligatlion and
responsibility."’

The announcement of my candidacy
contained this declaration: "I

am not the candidate of any clique

or faction, but ask the suoport of

21). Democrats who stand for good
government firnly and rnwaﬂutoly
adninistered in the h&” ount

interest of the State.' hnang

now taken the oath of offiﬁﬁ AL
promise that my course as Governor
shall be controlled by bthe princinle
thus snnounced, and that in that spirit
ny strength and enersy shall be steadily
and earnestly devoted to the service of
the 3States

Nominated and elected without a
platform having been promulgated
by my varty, and without any
statement of my own Vviews with
respect to public questlons, it
now seems my duty to interpret as
~best I may the sentiment ‘of which

2
& 2l Address

For the full text 38
rna -l

see Jow:
House
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my election is the su otantial
exoression, by some definite
reference to the work which liesg
before us. So far as my particivation
in the work is concerned, I wish to
say at the outset that I rely with
confidence upon the other officisals of
the Executive Department, and
particularly uvon the wise and active
co-operation of the General Assenbly,
to whose committecs zand members I
shall f“omurn}ly turn for consultation.
and advic

The new Governor went on to say that the "functions -
of government are misapnlied unless there is vroduced
epproXximate egquality in the distribution of burdens and
benefl ito."ZD This was his introduction to a discusgsion of
the tax systen, which he considered to be “confessedly
and glarinzly defective."26  He pointed out that aithough

the vresent rate of taxation on all classes of nroperty
was ecguzal and uniform, discriminations exlisted Trom the
non-assgssgssnent, under;asseSSment, or over-assessment of
property. Governor Stuart advocated tax reform that would
brdaden the base of taxation so that the "common burden
may rest lightly on a1, n2? He tentatively susgested
local boards of equalization in counties and clities to

—_— ]

work with a State board of equallzation. He proposed that
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there was a need for legislation that would vrovide for
"segrégation of the subjectsy of taxation., Sezsregation
i1s the only alternative...“za

Governor Stuart planned a "progressive nolicy"
of administration. He enumerated several other matters
that he hoped to deal with as Governor. He proposed
the passage of legislation tﬁat would provide a uniform
system of accounting and require itemized statements of
2ll recelpts and disbursement of public fundse. Hé
belleved that the business of government: should be
conducted by the methods used by. any prudent and
experienced businessman. A law that guarantesd the
fabsolute purity™ of all elections was sugsested, -He
also discussed the enactuent of safezuards for the
primary vlan of candidate nominations.

The new Governor turned to education and stated
that "bur system of education. should continue to have
wetenful care and generous supoort."z) In k=eping with

his own farming backzround =and interests, he proposed the

—
®

advancemnent of asricultural knowledge and training. I

favored an 1lncrease in the activities of the pure-food

devartment. Governor Stuzrt conceded that better public

28_. . .
Ibide, b

27Ibides 5.
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highways would be of enormous help to the State, but

he warned of "ralsing money for road purnoses by the
30
sale of bonds." He declared his support of a

requﬁtcm@nt concerning the reglstration of lawyers and
others employed in the enactment of lexislation.

In regard to labory Governor Stuart stated that
he favored legislation that would limit the employment
of children under fourteen years of age in mines, factorles
and mercantile establishments. He likewlse advocated s
fair and reasonable workmen's comnensation.

The new Governor concluded his Inauzural Address

by saying:

T count myself fortunate in belng
given the opnortunity to enzaze in

the public service at a time when

there 1s a growlng clearness of

vislon as to the uission of pnopular
government, and a zrowlng determination
that the real purpose for which 1t 1is
established shall be rezolutely held in
view and executed. ...those of us
charxzed with officlial responsibdility
should bend our ch01L* towo}d njﬂﬂlnq
this State in the position of vrosresg-
ive leadershlip angd activity which 1s
rightfully hers., 31

It was without debate that the new Governor was
aware of his resvonsibilities as the Commonwealth's

Chief Executive. He fully acknowledaed his obligation

to give Virglinia progressive leadershiv. But Governor

30 p
Lbides 0

. s SO ; :
’ Ibid. Governor Stuart's Insusural Address falled
to refer to Prohibition,

17}
leading State 1lgsuesg at ths

ich was one of the
2t tinme '
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Stuart went on to noint out, in regard to his own
active participation in the governmént of the State,
that he intended to "rely with confidence unon the
other officlals of the Executive De oortm :nt, and
varticularly upon the...General Asscablyo"

Stuart's adwinistrative record confirmed his .
statement. Rather than having four years of dynamic
and vrozressive leadership, as was expected of Stuart,
and reform, as predicted by C. Bascom Slemp, the State
zovernnent between the yearsllqlh and 1918 was quite
vassive, Save for the issue of prohibition in 1914, and
the limited discussion of tax reform in 1915, the Stuart
administration werit down in the annals of Virginis
history as an insignificant, even stagnant veriod of
State politics.

' The records of the Genersl Assemblyldurinx Stuart's
term of Governor showed an indiceriminately large nunber of
bills that beceme laws with little or no debate. The
laws contained rvlafiv ely unlmworuqnt issues of local

interest to separate counties and cities. Since Stuart's
term marked a neriod of peace among the factiong of the
Democratic Party, C. Bascom Slemn's prediction of '“sgpilts"
ranks in the Seneral Agssembly never d(vclouvd
Governor Stuart did not instigste any radical reforn
nmeasures. Instead, the policy that he actuzally followed

found public expression in 1918 at the end of his ternm
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when he addressed th; General) Assembly:
‘It occurs to me that there is little
need for new lesglslation in Virginia.
@Quality rather than quanity in the 32
making of statutes is to be sought. “°

This belief, in short, was the summation of Henry

Carter Stuart's entire administration.

Tax Reform, Prohibition, and Other Issues

I

Stuart's filrst concern as Governor was his desire
to bring about tax reform in Virginia. His first
communication to the General Assembly on February 7, 1914,
called their attention to the necessity of tax reforn,
which Governor Stuart defined as being a "long-standing"
demand of the people of the State. 3 He announced his
readiness to c¢all an extranrdinary session of the General
Assembly in 1915 for the "sole consideration® of the tax
guesgtion. Befo re the Gensral Ass sembly adJou*usd on
March 20, 1914, a bill was passed and a pebition sent to
Governor Stuart to the effect that the extraordinary
sesslion should be called.

The most imnortqnt issue in State politics in 1914
was the adoption of state-wide proﬁibitimn.' By that

year the Antl -Saloon League had succeeded in making all

o i ! ! 3N

but twenty-nine counties and four cities "dry."- The
32 72y 1
3 BJ aprank of the ﬂiiﬂ—kfzﬁ of Delezates, 1918, 27.

For the f‘"'ﬂ Lr, > of Stuart's letbter., see 'mu.»yw!
of the senate, 131ff, -2h0%5417 “EVPCTs 966 covInas

1A
““Hempnill, Cavali:
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Leazue was determined to take care of the remaining

Yuet" areas by securing the ensctment of a law for state-

wide prohibition. The 1914 General Assenbly passed an
enabling act which placed the question before the peovle

of the Commoriweaslth.

The Journals of the House of Delegates and the Senate

gave no evidence of Governor Stuart either taking a stand

on the ig

'fa

ve of prohibition or actively participating in

or influencing the discussion in the General Assembly.

His Inaugural Address made no mention of the issue of

prohibition. Governor Stuart, who was a "“social drinker

e

' 35 .
when the occasion called for 1t," 7 reportedly promised that

he would #gel an enabling act passed when he bscame Governor.jé
After the passage of the enabling act, the Reverend James

Cannon carried through an intensive camoaisgn to secure

a victory at the polls on September 22, 1914, There was

no indication of the Governor's sunnort of Cannon. In

fact it was felt that Governdor Stuart was ovposed to

Cennon and his asctivitiesg, and that he believed that

! 3
prohiblition would not be successful in Virzmnxa.37

[ ]

i bR

3(

e e i O

Hr Harry C. Stuart, interview, September 12, 1969.

\\

~ 7

)Odlll) m G. Smith, interview, Auzust 26, 1969. Stuart's
prowlse for an enabling act is unsuvported. The 1214
General Assembly Jourmnals report no communication
from Governor Stuart askinz for an ehabling act.

o
jfThis oplhion of Stuart's Vlews on
Reverend James Cannon w

nrohibition and the
with Mrs. H:

re expressed in intervicws

Harry C. Stus 1L, Sent. 12, 1369, and

Wi ]_1']: n (, Snith nernaet 26 1969 Mo obiective
am G. Smith, August 20, 1969, o objecltive

evidence could be faund to supnort th«-&sa ovinions,

Te
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The vote for state-wlde vrohibition was large in

(e Rw]

September, 1314, The 1916 session of the General Assembly

)]

passed a state-wide vrohibition law, czlled the Mapp Act

D

for its svonsor, Senator G. Walter lavp, with only a few
negative votes. The last szaloon .in Virginia was closed
on November 1, 1916,38 |

While the wmajority of Virsinians were concerned
with the political and soclal issue of prohibition,
Governor Stuart sent a communioation dealing with primary
electlons to the General Assenmbly on February 21, 1914.
He urzed the nassage of several awendments to the 1905
statute on primary elections. He made a list of
suceested revisiong so the "people should be convingced
that their choice in party contests is duly reglstered aznd
falrly counted."BqGove:nor Stuart felt that judeges and
clerks of elections should be pronibited from using thelr
influence at the polls for or azainst any candidate. He
also ursed nominal fees for primary caﬁdldates, as well as
a nomination vaner signed by a "reasonable" number of
partyAmembers.

From primary elections, the Governor turned his
attention to the purity of asricultural seceds and the

B 1 i O S N i SO BT T

BSHemphill, Cava > Commonweslth, 419. The most
inportant Loli al and soolel issue of Stuartts

adnrinistration evidently reached its helsht of

discusslon and debate, and actually became law

o G

without the Zovernor becoming involved.
o ain : B - - :
For the comnlete text .of his messase, e Joumnns
of the j -383. It i3 interest]
]

3 proposed election ref ormes

note tnat

i es in the Congressional
election of 1910. See Chapnter III of thiga DAVET
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manufacture and sale of palnts. In a message to the
General Assembly on February 25, 1714, Governor Stuart
gave'his support to two bills "designed to raise‘the
standards of purity and gerulination of agricultural

Lo
seeds.” He also vointed out the necessity of effective

legislation to regulate the manufacture and sale of paints,

spirits of turpentine, and linseed oil. Twenty state
already had such lsws, and the Governor feared that
Virzinia would become "z martyr for the unscrupulous

manufacturers to dlspose of products not sold in other

states."ul

Governor Stuart vetoed a bill that would have
provided for payment of Jjurors on March 10, 1931L, BHe
objected to the bill on the grounds that "jury service

1s essentially patriotic in nature and cannol be vlaced

a2
upon a mere vecuniary basig.® 2

0 T A TACR P I P VS TR ST

SO For the full text of this mesgsage, see Journal
of the Senate, 1914, 433-h34.

“ivia., a3b.

h2
Ibid., 660. A survey of Stuart's record of vetoes
showed that he vetoed only a small pevcentaze of
bills passed by the General Assembly from 1914 to
1918, Most of the vetoes involved technicalities
in wording and they were generally passed in later
revised forms. The bills that Stuart vetoed were
involved with minor issues, many of them of local
character. For example, in 1214, out of 1,024

bills pasged by the General Agsenbdly, Stuart vetoed
only 10. A similar record is found in the Journsls

of 1915, 1916, and 1918.
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An extraordinary session of the General Assembly

wég called by Governor Stuart in January, 1915, to consider

ax reform. The Governor orp"ent&d a specinl messaxe on
Januvary 13, 1915, and therein announced the reforms that

S ey B3 . &

he desmed necegsary. He advanced the principle of
segzrexation of certain c¢lasses of property to be taxed

for State DUTDOSES. The General Assembly enacted several
chanzges in the tax system that segregated "intangibles"
and rolling stock ancd other such subjects to State tax
purposes end released real estate to the local rovernments
for taxes. "It was found necessary to retain what it was
hoped would be a temporary tax of 107 on 5100 of assessed

" & " 4 e Lty
valuation to assure sufficlent State revenues,"

Aside from tax reform and prohlbition, an inspection

=

of the Journals of the Genersl Asseubly revealed four
years of unlmportant leglslation desaling with local
county and city mattere. Furthér study indicated that
Governor Stuart played a relatively minor role in the
lezislat}ve affalirs., Contrary to the ovpinion that "he
kept in close touch at 2ll times with pending and

vroposed legislation and was almost slways successful

() IS
in the use of his influence in law making the Journals

> ,.19715, 6~11, for the

b4 )L f oot o rw.C)
message

Glass, Virwinia Democracy, 310. Sone '"1~ndrww1t vere

made in 1716 to the tax reforms initiated in 1915,
but the system was unset by World War I, =nd 1t'
appeared as 1f the sesregation policy was entirely
abandonead. 1* was later enzcted in similar form
under lon of Harry F. Byrd, and is
still] of State finance.
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indicated otherwise.u5’ He must be miven credit,
however, for winning a "complete victory in brief war-
fare with 1llegal gambling at the Jamestown race track,"
as well as succeeding in a "longer fight with an out-
break of hoof and mouth diseasc.®%6

Governor Stuart revresented his State at the firpst
Joint conference of the Virginia Commission of Fisheries
and the Conservation Commission!of Maryland in July, 1916.
He met with Governor Emerson C. Harrington on the steaner,
"Gov. Robert M. McLane," to discuss fishing rights in the
Chesapeake Bay. 4

The World War in Europe had definite effects on
Virzinia. There were demands on the industriés of the
Sﬁate that resulted in a "boom" in industrial production
and growth.,

Governor Stuart attended the Democratic Nationsl
Convention in 1916 as a delegate-at-large. The Virginia
delegation solidly backed Wilson. When war was declared

in April, 1917, it

X

was necesgsary for the Governor's O0ffice
to becone active in the administration of national war-

time acts. Governor Stuart found it necessary to work

g =

- Glass, Virsinia Democracy, 311.

Iy o
Ibid. A1ls0o = ned of the Senate, 1915, 203-
204 and 2397. the same year, the United State

Supreme Covvb unhn]d Virginla's claims that West
Virginia should pay part of Virginia's pre-~Civil War
debt. There is no record of Stuart making an offi
statenent on the issue.
Ly ' : .
Journal of the House, 1916, House Document ViI.

clal
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"far into the night in order to carry throuch Virginia's
part in the prosecution of the war.“qB
While Congress was debating the selective draft bill,
Virginia's Governor made a trip to Washinzton to talk
to President Wilson and to vrotest requiring Virginia
boys to be drafted instcad of permitting them to
volunteer.ug Once the selective draft bill became law,
"no Governor was more patriotic than Stuart, Virginia
was the first state...to report to President Wilson that
all the requirements of the draft h’d been complied
with (sic)." =
Governor Stusrt authorized the orgsnization af the
Virginia Volunteers in July, 1917. This body of thirty-
one infantry comnanies wag. scattered over the State and
in Maryland and Pennsylvanis in guazrd duty on the "home
front." 51 mpe Volunteers were called to asctive service
only once, and that was to restore order when g

disturbance ocecurred in HopewelJ in 1?]8e53

Glags, Virginia Democracy, 311.

Rixey Smith and Norman Beasley, Cao arter G ]a‘),
;;,,mmm.w, (New York, 1939), 149-150.  Stuart
and Wilson were versonal friends. Jll.u\,n's
second wife; Edith Bowling Garbt, was a former
uh‘cthf'xt of Stuart. William G. Smith, interview,
August 26, 1167,

50
Squires, Throuzh Centurles Three, 574,
51Kirby, Westrmoreland Davis, 106-107

v s

Sdu(‘mph 111, Cavalier Commonwealth, 422,
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When the General Assembly convened on January 9,
1918, Governor Stuart, in his last speech to the State
legislatutey, discussed the steps that he had taken'tol
prepare Virginla to do her vart in World War I.22 The |
Governor had established a Virginla Councll of Defense to
work with the National Council. He had.also appointed
leading citizens to Agricultural and Industrial Councils

©

of Safety. After reporting that Virginiz had raised more
than her quota in two Liberty Bond’drives, Governor Stuart
urged the General Assembly to authorize the Governor and
Auvditor to draw on the State Treasury to meet extra-
ordinary expences and emergohcies that might come un in
the war situztion. He zlso urged passage of legiélation
t§ vrotect the c¢ivlil rights of Virginia soldiers in the
military service.

| Governor Stusrt then turned to discusslion of the
conditions of the State. On the subject of prohibition,
he concluded that it had succeeded bpyond the hopes of

its propvonents and that it was a "wholesome and beneficial

L

W O

reform,® The Governor proposed an amendment to the Mapp

Act that would prevent the waste of alcohol selzed by law.

<

He suggested that it should be sold to the War Department

for the manulacture of munitions for the war.
&3
For the complete text of wart®s message, see
Jour ﬂo‘ Lhe House of P::]-& tes, 1 2.14 y 17-~22.
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On the issue of schools and highways, Governor
Stuart revorted that they were in "fair condition,“ but
urged "steady advance...as will be fully responsive to
the enlightened demands of a virile and pro ssive
oltizenship.“55 He ended his messasge by sayinz that
the condition of the State was sood; public order and
prosperity were evident. He assured the people of the
Commonwealth that the "business in our State is trans-
acted honestly, without qraft."sé In view of the
upoomiﬁg inauguration of Westmoreland Davisy; the out-

going Governor advised the General Assembly that there

<

©

“e

was little need for new leglslation in Virgini perfection

of the old was to be desi &‘5?

The Stuart Administration ended on February 1, 1918.

The newly-elected Governor Westmoreland Davis

ecommended

enactment of an executive budget, the establishment of a

st

centralized State vpurchasing commission, the passage of
a war-time anti-trust law, and other economic snd efficient

measures that ‘hinted of a proszressive four years that

would be in direct contragi ton the angvvv adninistration

of Henry Carter Stuart.

A oo v v b AT By e A B

pi
'lULﬁuy 22. The last act to which Stuart
his signature creste
bquires, Throush Ce

attached
the State Hizhway Conmisgion.
L1 .X,.‘,,l;_',‘ . Ipn“ Gy 575~
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CHAPTER V

THE LAST YEARS

Henry Carter Stuart was immediately called to
Washinton to serve as one of the "dollar-a-year" men
for President Woodrow Wilson. He was appointed to the
Price-Flxing Comumission of the War Industries Board, and
he sexrved as Chairman of its Agricultural Committbe until
after the Armistice in November, 1918. 1 He was also
appointed in 1918 to a svecial commission to Investigate
large packers. When President>W1lson held the President's
Nationel Industrial Conference in December, 1919, Stuart
was o member.? His background as a farmer and business-
man had given Stuart the necessary credentials for these
féderal appointnents.

Stuart's record of service as a business advisor to
the Wilson Administration was swarded by an éppointment to
the Interstate Commerce Commission, in 1920. He declined
the appointment, however, because he felt that the work

7ould take most of his time. The ex-Governor wanted to

*GJJO%, Vireinia Democracy, 311. This committee was

concerned with ELhe “correlation of productive food-

stuffs and the mobilization of agriculture for the
war effort.

2 z

The National Industris) Conference was instructed to
report to Conagress the necesgsary wmeasures for the
restoration of industry to a peace~time bagis.

= Wi L R
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return to his own business and farms in Southwestern
yirginia. He was tired of public service.o

While Stuart had been in the Governor'®s Mansion in

gichmond, his home in Elk Garden was closed. The operation

of his farm was directed by his brother, Dale Stuart, and
nis nephew, Harry C. Stuart. Before returning to his
nome in 1922, Stuart renovated the house and asked his
nephew and his wife to live with him,4

The retired politidian remained aétive, however, after

ne left Richmond and Washington. State Democratic Party

leaders consulted him concerning appolintments and candi-
dates. He served as President of the Virginia Farmn Burea
in the early years of the 1920's. It was while at the head
of the Farm Bureau that Stuart became identified with the
rising Harry F. Byrd organization.5

During Byrd's administration in 1924-28, there was a
significant amount of agitation Iin the State over the issue
of borrowing money by bonds to build highways. Byrd did
not want to lncur a large debt. In order to defeat a bond
movenent, Byrd formulated a Pay-as-You-Go Assoclation, and

3Williem A. Stuart II, interview, Dec. 29, 1069,
uStuart‘s wife died in 1920, and his daughter moved to
California. His nephew, Harry C. Stuart, became the
general farm manager of Stuart Land and Cattle Com-
pany, and his wife served as the Governor's hostess
until his death in 1933.

o B e WO g T D£8R RSB A R

5Kirby, Yestmorelanad Davis, 160-161.
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aked Stuart to serve as its President. Since Stuart held
similar beliefs on the bond issue, Byrd felt that Stuart's
political name would glve the assoclation strength.é
-Stuart spent several months out of each year traveling
abroad during his last years. The stock market crash, how-
ever, forced him to stay in Russell County and take care
of his business and farms after 1929. Stuart was frequently
111 after 1930, and he required the yesr-round resldence of
a nurse in his Elk Garden home . 7
At the time of his retirenent, Stusrt was recognized
for his leadership in State politics with honorary member-
snip in Phi Bets Kavpa. He was also awarded sn honorary

Doctor of Laws Degree abt the University of Virginia.g

‘Henry Carter Stuart died on July 25, 1933, at three
o'clock in the afternoon in his home in Elk Garden. He
was sevenby-eilght years old. The cause of death was
believed to bLs o stere. For two weeks prlor to hls death,
he had been in bed, leoosing and rezaining consclousness

seversl tilwmes. He had been an active man all his 1ife,

b B AR 1 N NI S IO 1 B PERT

Willism A. Stuart 1T, interview, Dec. 29, 1969.

‘Mrs. Harry C. Stuart, interview, Sept. 12, 1969.
Stuarl®s nurse was Emily Northeross of HRlchmond.

A 4 Al so
newspaner cllp
Hussell Cou
Library, Lebhan
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and even at that time, he scorned his l1lllness by telling
his family: " I do not want the word to go out that 1
am on my deathbed."9
Death -came, however, while he sleot. The funeral was
conducted in his Elk Garden home, and his body was taken
to Abinzdon for burial. Stuart had requested that he be
buried in Bussell County, and in 1940, hls nevhew, Harry
Stuart, had the remazins moved back to Lebanon when the
cemetery was completed.103tuart®s tombstone bears only

the following inscription:

HENRY CARTER STUART
' 1855-1933
Governor of Virginle

1914-1918

N R AT P TN £ G e NSO T

9 b

’Mrs. Harry C. Stuart, interview, Sept. 12, 1969,

L0rpid.
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IN RETHOSPECT

C. Bascom Slemp, the noted politician and Congress-~
man from Virginla's Ninth Congressional District, once
made the followlng observation:

“Jne cannot see, touch, or hear

a political tide, but it can be

felt., The man in public life

who falls to create a tide or

sense an adverse tidejwill S001

be politically lost. '+
Slemp's statement aptly catches the significance of the
man called Henry Carter Stuart, a2 prominent farmer and
businessman, a politiclan, and Governor of Virginia fron
1914 to 19218.

Stuart wag first and foremost a farwmer in Southwegstern

Virginia. His wealth and social oromlnence, however
y b ]

3
=
)
Ly
Cu
o

him 2 leading politician in the Ninth District and on the
State level. He had descended from a long line of men

distinguished for their service to Virginla, and true to

his inheritance, Stuart accepted public service as a
noblesse oblire. He was narrowly defeated in the Ninth

District Congressional race of 1210. But in 1913 he wa

elected to the governorship of Virginia as no other man

e VA ) 2B AT A P A

C. Bamcon Slemp, The Mind of the Pres

York, 1926), 8.

ident, (New
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had ever been elected. Stusrt was officlally unopposed
in both the Democratic vrimary and the general electlions.

Although Henry Carter Stuart reached the zenith of
State public service, his term as Governor went down in
the annals of Virginia history as an 1hsignificant, evernl
stagnant Deriod‘of State politics. With the qualified
excevtion of prohibition and limited tax reform, Stuart's
adninistration did not bring about any important changes
in Virginlia. He failled Yto ¢reate a tide,®" and as a
result, he has become, not only "politically 1ost,“
but "historically lost® as well.

. Outside of his own Southwestern Virginia, few
peovle recosnize thé name, Henry Carter Stuart. Virginila
history gives him no more than mere mention, and historians
pass ovey him as if he were a nonentlty.

A study of his career indicates, however, that he
has not been unfairly accorded the position of relative
unimportance. By virtue of his own action, or lack of
action as the case may be, Henry Carter Stuart falled to

qualify himself for a notable place in Virginia.history.
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