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Chapter 1
flay 1812 = May 1813

On Jdune 18, 1812, the United States of Amarica
declared war on Great Britain. Numerous factors, such
as impressment of American seamen by the Oritish navy,
continued Indian attacks on American settlers prompted
by British forces in the Northwest territory, and the
loss of American commerce due to the Napolsonic Wars
in Eurgope, accounted for the declaration of war.

The United States guickly prepared for war by
organizing military districts within the country, also
military preparations were made on the stats and local
level. These preparations were grossly inadequate in
terms of the British fitness for war. The United States
had ten frigates, ten sloops-of=war, and 170 gunboats.
While the mistress of the seas, Britain had a total of
1,042 ships. Land forces told much the seme story. The
United States had approximately 7,000 men in its regular
army. In addition, sach community had a standing volunteer
militis company. These companies drilled only occasionally
and did not have to serve beyond their own state.

B8ritain, on the other hand, was engaged in war with

France and had heen almost continuously since



1793, This prolonged conflict necessitated large numbers
of well trained troops. At the beginning of the War of
1812, there were 6,000 British troops stationed in Canada
alnna.l

Ong of the most vulnerable areas in the American
defense was the Chesapeake 8ay. The Bay, 200 miles long,
was fed by nineteen navigable rivers and numerous streams.
Along the rivers were many villages whose life blood dee
pended upon the bay commerce, villages which were widely
separated by farm land or marsh terraein. Further, the
Bay contained a number of small islands located along
its shore lines. The Americans found this area difficult
to defend agalnst the intrusion of the British Navy.

The Bay region, which included Maryland, the
District of Columbia, and @ portion of Virginis, made
up the Tenth Military District of the United States. The
headquarters for this District were at wéshingtmn and
under the command of Brigadier General William Winder.

Winder's task was difficult. Having bhad little
war experience, Winder set about to do battle with the
British arms and Washington bureasucracy. He received little

asgistance from the Secretary of War John Armstrong,

lCheries G. Muller, The Darkest Day: 1810
(Philadelphia: 1963), 9-10.



who earlier had opposed his appointment. UWinder did not have

a staff and was soon swamped by a sea of correspondence.

He was further hindered by the traditional policy of assembling
militia.

The national government supervised the United
States Army, which in June of 1812 numbered less than
7,000 men, while the state governments controlled the
gtanding militia and the volunteer militia companies. The
militia theoretically included all white men who wers old
enough t0 carry a weapon.

After the Juns 18th declaration of war, the states
called their militis to action. The nine counties of the
Eastern Shore of Maryland were no exception. The numbers of
men in each unit of the different counties had so dwindled
due to indifference since the time of the American Revolution
that it was necessary to institute a recruiting program.

Easton, in Talbot County, was the center of war
activity on the Eastern Shore. It was the principle
recruiting station for the "Shore". Funds for the recruiting
program were supplied by the state of Maryland and the staff
werg members of the Talbot County militia.2 An armory was
algso constructed to supply the area with firearms and

ammunition, However, the firearms consisted only of

2Printad Form, Recruiting Regulations, April 2,
1812, Maryland Historical Society, Manuscripts, William
H. Winder Papers.



muskets and the ammunition was limitad.3

Recruiting stations wers esteblished in each of
the Eastern Shore countizs. Lieutenant James McDonald,
who was in charge of recruiting in Caroline County, reported
to Gen. Winder that on thres consscutive weeks he was
unable te rezcruit any volunieers. Liesut. McDonald accounted
for the lack of enthusizsm by reporting that sufficient
funds for proper recruiting did not exist. He also lacked
funds for a staff and could not adequately advertise the
recrulting pragram.&

Recruiting in Dorchester County was conducted by
Captain Clement Sullivan.” Capt. Sullivan stated that
during the spring of 1812, he was unable to enlist even
twenty=-five man.6 It was hoped that a new location would
bring better results. Therefore, by August 27, 1812,

another recruiting station was established at the town of

3Letter, Brig. Gen. Benjamin Chambers to Brig.
Gen., William H. Winder, September 9, 1814, M.H.5., William
H. Winder Papers.

&Lstter, First Lisutenant James McDonald toc Brig.
Gien. William H., Winder, July 29, 1812, M.H.5., William H,
Winder Papers.

5Lattar, Captain Clement Sullivan to Brig. Gen.
William H,. Winder, May 12, 1812, M.H.5., William H. Winder
Papers,

S etter, Sullivan to Yinder, May 23, 1812, M.H.5,,
William H. Winder Papsrs.



Vienna in southern Dorchaster County and was in aperatiun.7
This station proved equally unsuccessful. Throughout the
year 1812, apathy reigned on the Eastern Shore., The people
did not feel the need to defend thelr homes untll war
reached their vicinity and since the British did not
institute a blockade of the Chesapeake 8ay until December
1812, they simply were not concerned with the war.

In addition to the recruiting program, several
other military preparations were attempted by the Eastern
Shore counties. These preparations included the
organization of militia wnits and the esteblishment of
defesnse features.

Cecil, the northernmost county, supplied men who
served in two regiments. Each regiment had ten companiss
containing seventy~five men. These 1,500 volunteers
represented a large portion of the total population of the
county. The total white population of Cecil County
numbered 9,652 in 1810. Accounting for females and
children under the age of fourteen, census records show

that one out of every two men volunteeraed for seruice.a

7Letter, Captain Kenneth McKenzie to Brig. Gen.
Winder Fapers.

Bﬂeurge Johnston, History of Cecil County Maryland
(Elkton, Maryland: Published by Author, 1881), 479.
No explanation has been given for the large numbar

volunteers from Cecil County while other counties had
difficulty in enlisting men.



The people of this county also constructed several
forts, Fortifications at Fredericktown on the Sassafras
River, lWelsh Point on the Elk River, Franchtown on the
Bohemia River, Fort Hollingsworth on the Elk River at Elk
Landing, Fort Defiance at the town of Elkton, Charlestown on
the North East River and Port Deposit on the Susqgushanna
River were the focal pointe of military preparedness.

Men from Kent and Queen Anne's gounties formed
four ragimants.g These regiments possessed five six-pound

10 1he

fleld pieces, three in Kent and two in Queen Anne's.
Queen Anne's County militia was stationed at Kent Island
and the village of (ueenstown. This County also took the
precaution of sinking small vessels in the channels of its
creeks, \Vessels such as barges and fishing boats were used
to prevent the ensmy from approaching the towns by uatar.ll
Talbot, Caroline, and Dorghester countiss supplied
men to form six regiments., These six regiments formed the
Twelfth Origade., Commanding officer for the Twelfth was

12

Hrigadier General Perry Benson. Benson was born in Talbot

Juilliam M. Marine, The British Invasion of Maryland
18121815, ed. by Louis Henry Dielman (Hatboro, Pennsylvania:
1965), 195-96 & 130,

10, etter, Chambers ta Winder, September 9, 1814,
MeHeS,, William M, Winder Papers.

11Letter, Lemuel Purnell to Dr. Edward Harris,
May 16, 1813, M.H.S., Vertical File Collection.

lEGilbert 8yron, St. Michaels: The Town That Fooled
he British (Easton, Maryland: Easton Publishing Company,
%ﬁé?f: Fa




County in 1757. Little is known about his early life
except that his formal education was meager. He enlisted
as a private in the Fourth Battalion of the Maryland Flying
Camp in 1776, UWhen the Flying Camp was reorganized in
March 1777, Benscn becameg a First Lieutenant. In June
1779, he received a captain's commission in the
Continental Army and was transferred to the Southern
theatre during the Revolutionary Wer. He served at the
battles of Cowpens and Guilford Court House and was
severly wounded at the battle of Hobkirk's Hill., Benson
was incapacitated during the remainder of the war having
lost the use of his left arm. He farmed in his native
Talbot County until 1794 when he re-snlisted as
Lisutenant Colonel during the Whiskey Rebellion. In
1800, Benson was made Brigadier General in the Maryland
Militia. During the War of 1812, he commanded all
military forces in Talbot County. >

Men from certsin Eastern Shore counties also
formed mounted militia units. Carcline and Dorchester
formed the Tenth Cavalry Regiments while those from Queen
Anng's and Talbot formed the Ninth., Commander of the Ninth

14

Cavalry was Lieutenant Colonel Edward Lloyd. Lloyd,

the offspring of one of the most prominent families of the

1389w31d Tilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
16611861 (2 vols.; Baltimore: 1915), I, 304-31A,

Y8yron, St. Michaels: The Town That Fooled the
British, 7.




Eastern Shore, is better known as "the Governor". He was
governor of Maryland from 1809 to January of 1812, 1In
addition, he had served as a member to the Maryland State
Legislature and the United States Senate. In February
1812, he was commissioned Lieutenant Colaonel in the
Ninth Cavalry Regiment of Maryland Militia. Lioyd's
contributions to this regiment, as a commander and
financier, were generous. He could well afford to give
financial assistance as he owned extensive tracts of land
and many slaves, In 1817, Frederick Douglas, the great
Hlack abolitionist of the Nineteenth Century, was born
to a slave owned by Edward Lluyd.lS

All military preparations such as the
construction of forts, the formation of military units,
and the establishment of recruiting stations wers to
prove inadeguate in light of the eventual numerigal
superiority of the British forces that came to the
Chesapeake Bay. To have adequately protected the Eastern
Shore the Tenth Military District should have provided
additional military units, more firearms, and funds.

Un February 4, 1813, a British sguadron

16

entered the Chesapeake Bay. This sguadron, consisting

of four ships of the lina, six frigates, and several

lsTilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661=-1861, I, 184-190,

laﬂyran, St. Michaels: The Town That Fooled the

8ritish, 7.




sloops, commanded by Admiral George Cockburn, anchored in
the waters of Virginia off Norfolk.

Cockburn had entered the British Navy at the
age of nine as a servant and had his first command of
a ship at the age of twenty-one. In 1812, he was made
a rear-admiral. His success in the navy was due in large
part to his personality. Overbearing and ruthless, he

quickly achieved rank.l7

He eagerly planned for the
Chesapeake esxpedition. One of Adm. Cockburn's ob jectivas
in the Bay area was to destroy the shipyards which produced
the Baltimore Clipper ships. These vessels had proven a
serious menace to His Majesty's Navy.lg He also hoped

to satisfy the men under his command with plunder and to
antagonize the inhabitants of the Eastern Shore to such

a point that they demanded peace.lg

Cockburn and many of
his fellow officers looked upon this expedition as a lark

after their service in the Europsan campaigns of the

17wurier, The Darkest Day: 1814, 16.

18G11hert Byron, Ihe War of 1812 on the Chesapsake
Bay (Beltimore: 1964), 34, These vessels known as
"Baltimore Clippers" were schooners. Tuwentyeeight of these
vessaels were built in Talbot County.

Yvarine, The British Invasion of Maryland 1812-
1815, 30 & 57.
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Napoleonic Mars.ZD

Many British officers hasd a personal contempt
for Americans. Vice-Admiral Alexander Gochrane, whose
brother, Charles, was killed in the American Revolution,
was a good example.ZI

On March 24, 1813, Cockburn's squadron was
Joined by Admiral Sir John B, Yarren in the flag ship,
the seventy~four gun San Doming .22 Adm, Warren had
heen appointed commander of the British squadron on the
Halifax and West India stations in Bugust of 1812. This
command also included the entire east coast of North
America. UOriginally, the appointment was of a diplomatic
nature for Werren was to discuss peace with the Americans
in terms of the revocation of the British Orders of
Couneil. UWhen the Americans refused to negotiate until
the impressment of their ssilors was stopped, the British
Admiralty ordered Warren to blockade the Delawars and
Chesapeake Bays. The Admiral looked upon this arder as

an opportunity to bring the Americanz %o their knass.23

T

“Duulier, The Darkest Day: 1814, 16.
2l1psd,, 45,

22Tilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
166l=1861, 1Y, 57.

“*Muller, The Darkest Day: 181k, 16-17.




After the forces of Warren and Cockburn joined,
the British sguadron left its anchorage at Lynnhaven Bay
and sailed up the Chesapeake. They planned to establish
bases on the numerpous islands of the Bay which were small
enough to be guarded by the British warships. These
islands were easily protected and could be used as points
from which the British invasion plans coull be directed.

The first island to be used for this purpose
was Virginia's Tangier Island., Its location near the mouth
of the Bay offered an sasy avenus of escape for the British.
Tangier served as the major British base in the Bay during
the Uar and was not abandonsd until February 1815, when
the news of the peace reached the United States. Prizes
af war were stored here. Alsc the Island offered a fresh
water supply and lumber to repair ships damaged in battle,
The British constructed two barracks, one on either side
of a grove of trees which had served as a religious
camp ground for the inhabitants of the Island., The camp
also consisted of tents which were pitched in a semi~-circle
gxtending from each of the two forts snd around the
gruue.zq

Originally, the number of men housed pn the

Island was about 200 but this number swelled to several

EhMarine, The British Invasion of Maryland 1812w
1815, 131.

11



thousand. Eventually, betuesn fifty and sixty ships of war
wers anchored off Tangier.25
During tha course of the war, Joshua Thomas, an
American Methodist minister, lived an Tangier. The
British forces stationed thers gave him the title of

26 Thomas reported that the

"Parson of the Islands.®
inhabitants were treated kindly by the invaders and paid
generously for the provisions taken.

Having established a base of supply, Adm. Warren
sent marauding expeditions into the rivers and inlsts of
the Bay. On March 30, 1813, British vessels wers sighted
near Easton Point. The citizens of Easton, fearful of
an attack upon the armory, called out the Talbot County
Militia to investigate. The British, houever, made no

attempt to lanu’l.27

Again, in early April a portion of the
gritish sguadron anchored in the mouth of the Choptank
River., This tims they went ashare at a point known as
Castle Haven. They gathered supplies and water and
reg-gmbarked without further inmident.za

On April 12, 1813, the British fleet under the

zﬁﬂdam Wallace, Parson of the Islands

(Philadelphia: Published by Author, 1861), 127 & 131.
281p1d,, 18.
2’Republican Star, March 30, 1813, M.H.S.,
Harrison Collection.
28

Letter, Jobn Berr to Dr. Edward Harris,
April 25, 1813, M.H.5., Vertical File Collection.
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command of Adm. Warren seized Sharp's Island located near
the mouth of the Choptank Riuar.zg The island was owned
by Jaceb Gibson, who openly fraternized with the
invaders.”® In return for the grain and livestock taken
by the enemy fleet, Gibson received a large sum of money
and the hatred of the people of the nearby town of S5t.
Michaels. Hoping %o get revenge, Gihson decided to play
a Jjoke upon the townspeople. Climbing aboard a sloop,

he proceeded along with ssveral of his slaves toward St.
Michaels. He then placed a red bandanna on the mas thead
and ordered one of the slaves to beat upon a barrel. The
inhabitants of St%. Michaels believed they were under
British attack. However, when he reached the shore and
the citizens saw that it was Gibson and his slaves they
became so enraged that he feared for his life. He
immediately begged forgiveness of the inhabitants. The
prankster later attempted to expiate his deed by
purchasing two six-pound cannons which were used in the

defanss of S5t. Michaels later in the same year.31

®8yran, St. Michesls: The Toun That Fopled the
British, o.

3\ gtter, Kerr to Marris, April 25, 1813, M.H.S.,
Vertical File Collsction.

*Lgyran, St. Michaels: The Town That Fooled the
British, 8.
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The British now began to disrupt shipping
between the Eastern and Western Shores. On April 14,
1813, the Uueenstown packet owned by William Hromwsll

and Jdohn Meredith was capturad.32

This ship sailed
from Annapolis, the state capital, to the Eastern
Shore carrying passengers and mail. A number of the
passengers and Mr. Bromwell were held on bosrd Adm.
Warren's ship overnight. The captives were
guestioned concerning the type and extent of military
preparations made by the Americans in the Bay area,
but they refused to give any information, and were
released the following day. The packet and its
property were retained by the British.33
On April 23, 1813, Spesutie, the most
northern of the islands in the Bay, was occupied by
tha 8ritish forces.”' While the inhabitants flad
the island, ths invaders seized s number of cattle and
swine. The inhabitants returned when the British
promised them protection. This followed a palicy
established by the British., If the inhabitants of an

area offered ne resistance to ths enemy invasion, the

invaders paid for the grain and livestock #eken and

32Tilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661-1861, II, 15L=55,

>Rapublican Star, April 20, 1613, M.H.S.,
Harrisan Collection.

Marine, The British Invesion of Maryland
1812-1815, 29,




did no damage to dwellings or barns. This policy
was followed so that the British forces might secure
provisions from the same locality at a later date.
After having established bases on several
of the islands in the Bay, the 8ritish, in the
spring of 1813, began a systematic program of
sgarching for and destroying shipyards and
fortifications which could benefit the American cause.
Cecil and Ment counties, the most northern, were
struck first.
On April 29, 1813, the British landed at
Turkay Point an the Elk River to reconnoiter the
Americans' position and to gather supplies. Later in
the sams day the same British raiding party came ashore
at Welsh Point, on the Elk River. Here the invaders
were met by the Cecil County Militis,but greatly
outnumbered, the Americans ratreated.35
A second raiding party consisting of thirteen
barges and approximately 400 marines alsoc maved up the
Elk River. This force commanded by Lieutenant George
Westphal of the Marlborough reached Frenchiown haefare
midnight of April 29th. Frenchtown was a strategic

position as it was the major shipping point between

353. Frank Holt, "History of Cecil County®
(unpublished test, Historical Society of Cecil County,
is42), 2.

15



Baltimore and Philadelphia for stagecoach lines.

The inhabitants of the town soon after the
declaration of war had erected a small fortification
which had four four-pound guns. This fort guartered
a small sguad of poorly trained Americsn militiz. As
the British came ashore, the grestly outnumbered
American militia retreated without firing a shot.
Unawsre of the Oritish conciliatory pelicy toward
passive localities, local residants aslong with several
gtagecoach drivers manned the fort rather than lose
the town to the enewy. Twice these defenders fired
upont the British and forced them back. The British,
however, did capture the fort when the ammunition was
exhausted and the defenders were forced to Flee.36

After seizing the fort, the British marines
marched into Frenchtown where they met no further
opposition from the Americans. The marines burned all
the buildings in the town except six duellings.37 In
addition, a wharf and five ships moored in the harbor

38

wers destroyed. After devastating Frenchtown, the

British moved farther up the £1lk River.

36Marine, The British Invasion of Maryland
1812~1815, 32 & 43,

37Nu explanation has been given why the British
laft six dwellings standing while destraying the
remainder of the town.

3

8Halt, "History of Lecil County," 2.
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On a bluff, overlooking the main channel of
the Elk River, was Fort Defiance. It wss so constructed
that fortifications were on sither side of the waterway.
ARlso, a small earth-work was 300 yards up the river.
Chains had been placed across the channel of the Elk.
When a ship passed above them, the chains could be drawn
and the vessel captured.

The 8ritish continued tg move up the river
and ware fired upon. Realizing the danger presented by
the cross fire, they retired down river to a landing
known as White Hall, Heres they bribed a female slavae to
show them the way to Elkton by land. Instead she
guided them in ths opposite direction to Faort

32 The fort, only a small earth-work,

Hollingsworth.
contained a few small cannon and a squad of American
militia. UWhen the Americans opensd fire, the British
guickly retired to their barges. They then proceeded
down the Elk River and back into the Chesapeake Bay.
Next, The British marines turned their
marauding to the Western Shore. 0On May 3rd and 4th,
the marines attacked the Principio Iron mﬂrks.&m

This company, located on the Northeast River, supplied

*PHolt, "History of Ceeil County," 2.

unﬂuhnstan, History of Cecil County Maryland,

419,

17



mast of the firearms used by the Americans in the Bay
area. The Works were nearly unguarded, because the
Americans did not know that the British had penetrated
the Northeast River area. The British guickly overran
the weak American defenses and set about to destroy
the furnace. By twilight on May &, 1813, the

company buildings had been burned., The British also
destroyed the bridge over Principio Creek, which
further hampered American communications between
Washington and Philadelphia. Thia was the main route
of communication between the two citiss and with the
Hritish seizure of this ares it forced the Americans
to use a longer route.

The British then sent a portion of the fleet
under Lieut. Westphal up the Sassafras River.
Westphal's forces were joined by additional marines
under Adm. Cockburn on May 5, 1813. This force
consisting of 500 men and twelve barges, continued up
the Sassafras about fifteen miles until they reached
the two villages of Fredericktown and Genrgatawn.al
Fredericktown was in Cecil County and Georgetown in
Kent, facing each other across the river. The British
objective here was to gathar supplies and to rout any

American military units in the vicinity.

hlLattar, Dr. Edward Scott %o Congressman
Charles Goldsboro, May 6, 1813, Simon Wickes
Westcott Collection, Locust Grove, Kent County,
Maryland.,
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tnroute to Fredsricktown, the British captured
two inhabitants of the area. These men were sent ahead
to give the town's people a warning that if they fired
upon the British, the town would be destroyed. If,
howaver, the citizens offersd no resistance to the
8ritish maneuvers, they would be paid in full for any
provisions taken and no damage to property or
individuals would be dona.uz

Fredericktoun had one crudely constructed
fort. The fort contained one cannon and a force of
thirty=five men under the command of Colonsl Thomas
Ward Veazey. After hearing the ultimatum, Col.
Veazey refused to accept the terms and prepared to
defend the town.

At Pour o'clock, Col. Veazey received word
of the approach of the British from his scouts. Tuwo
hours later the 8British sighted the Fredericktown

Furt.hs

The Americans opened fire but the British
continued to advance. Col. Veazey's militia defended
the fort until their ammunition was exhausted. The
Americans then fled from the fortification as the
overwhalming British marines took the fort. The

invaders burned the fort and proceeded to the touwn,

£+2Marine, The British Invasipon of Maryland

18121815, 46,

QSJuhnatnn, History of Uecil County Maryland,

420,



leaving only a tavern and seven houses untouched.

They also destroyed a large ses schooner and three

smaller boats moored in the Sassafras River.#h
The British then crossed to the opposite

shore and continued their destruction in Georgetown.

This village conteined a meeting house, several

commercial buildings, and about thirty dwellings. All

the buildings, except for the meeting house and sleven

of the dwellings were burned by the British.hB One

of the houses which was saved from the devastation

belonged to Witty Hnight.qa Twice she was ordered to

leave her house, but refused to do so. Twice the

British marines set the house afire, and twice the

mistress extinguished the fire. Finally, the officer

in command spared the house from further cnnf‘lagratiun.w

After completing their destruction of Fredericktoun

and Georgetown, the fleet retired to the scuthern

part of the Bay, for fear of being trapped in the

thetter, Scott to Goldsboro, May 6, 1B13,
westcott Collection, Kent County Maryland,

“Sthid,

hﬁﬁyrun, The War of 1812 on the Chesapeake
Bay, 26. HKitty Knight has become a folk hero for the
determination she showed in defending her home against
the British attack.

&7Fred G. Usilton, History of HMent County
(Chestertown, Maryland: William B, Usilton and Sons
Printer, 1917), 67. The Kitty Knight house still
gtands today and is used as a restaurant.

20
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narrower northern end by the French fleet, which had
been sighted in the Atlantic off the mouth of the
Chesapeake.ua

Although the Eastern Shorvemen attempted to
defend their Bay against the intrusion of the enemy,
their preparations were useless in light of the British
numerical superiority. A wellepguipped and well-trained
American militia could have repulsed the British from

their positiaon in the Chesapsake Bay region.

“81he French fleat had been sighted by British
frigates patralling the American coast. Recaognizing
the danger, word was sent to the British fleet.



Chapter 2
Junes 1813 -« August 1813

After their expedition to the narthern
part of the Bay, the Gritish returned to the vicinity
of Norfolk, where they waited the arrival of
reinforecements from Hermuda. They also expected the
French fleet to venture into the Chesapeske Say whare
the two fleets might engage in battle. However, the
French never appeared.

Early in Jdune, 1813, Adw. Warren arrived with
1,800 marines, 300 marine artillery pieces, and 550

land trnnps.&g

Commanding the land troops was Major -
General Sir Sidney Beckwith and second in command was
Lieutenant « Colonel Charles James Napier. Col. Napier
served with distinction in the Oritish peninsular
campaign of 1810. From Spain, he was sent to Bermuda to
Jjoin the expedition in the Chesapsake Bay.

Since the British Admiraliy sanctioned any
action which would demege the Amsrican naval strength,
Adm. Warren ordersd an attack on Norfolk. The navy yard
in near-by Gogport had a large guantity of supplies which

the Hritish were anxious to saiza.ﬁm As a result of the

“Ivuller, The Darkest Day: 1814, 31.

50

Gogport is the modern city of Portsmouth.
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desertion of many marines and sailors, the British

attack of June 12, was not successful.51

On June 25,
in retaliation for their unsuccessful venture at
Norfolk, they attacked Hampton, then a small village
an the York River peninsula. The British captured
Hampton and for two days the pillage centinued without
rgstraint. News of this violent act caused the Eastarn
Shoremen to change their asttitude. From this time,
they set about to defend themselves fram the enemy who
viciously attacked them.52
In July 1813, the British probed into the
James @nd Potomac rivers. The movement up the Potomac
caused the populace in that vicinity great alarm but the
enemy Fleet did not attack the Capitol because of
dysentery and other shipboard sicknesses,
In order to combat these sicknessas, ths
British landed on Kent Island early in August. The
island, the largest in the Chesapeake, was difficult to
protect. It was separated from the mainland by a small
stream and a narrow strip of marsh land. Here the British

established & base similar to the one on Tangier.

The news of the seizure of Kent Island prompted

SIMany HBritish seamen and soldiers deserted the
British force while in America. Conditions in British
sgrvice were unbearsble and they deserted in hopes of
establishing a better 1ife.

*21hid., 33-38.



the near-by Talbot County militia o intensify its
protection of the near-by towns and to speed up the
buildings of defense works at 5t. Michaels. This town
was the most vulnerable point in Talbot County. It
was located directly on the Miles River, only seven
miles from the British base on Kent Ialand. Alsa six
Baltimore Clippers were under construction in the
shipyards, during August 1813.53

The warnings of a British deserter from the
base at Kent Island of an impending attack by water
and land encouraged the town's people to complete their
military preparations. East of the St. Michaels!
harbor a breest-work was constructed at Parrott's Point.
It had four cannon, two six-pounders and two ninge
pounders. The fort was manned by Captain William
Dodson and thirty members of the Talbot militia. Capt.
Dodson was born at §%. Michasels, January 19, 1786. He
worked for many years as a captain on packets sailing
from his hometown. Besides his participstion in the
battle of S5t., Michaels, he later ssrved as commander

of a barge in Barney's flotilla and foughs in the

>31i1ghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661-1861, II, 149 & 1G1-62,
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hattle of Eladensburg.sn

In addition to the fort at Parrott's Point,
Gen. Benson, commander of military operations in St.
Mighaels, ordered lanterns placed in tres tops, the
third story of houses, and mastheads of ships. This
tactical precaution would make the town appeasr as if
it were located on a hill. The British would misjudge
the projectile range and over-shoot the town. Also
logs and chains were placed in the mouth of the harbor.
They sxtended from Parrott's Point to Three Cedars
Point, a protrusion of land on the west side of the
harbor. The two six~pound cannons given by Jacob Gibson
were placed in a defensive position at the head of the
harbor.

8y August 9, 16813, s defense foree of 500 men

55 Most of thes men

was stationed in or near the touwn.
were guartered in the two churches in the village.
However, Captain Clement Vickers'! Talbot Voluntser
Artillerists were positioned west of 5t. Michaéls. This

force had two cannon and was ordered to protect the town

%1hid,, 163. Barney's flotilla under the

command of Joshua Barney consisted of twsnty-six
gunboate. This flotilla successfully harassed the
British in the Patuxent River. On August 24, 1814,
Barney's flotilla-men served at the battle of
Bladensburg.

55Marine, The British Invasion of Maryland
18121815, 55.
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from an invasion by way of the Bayside psninsula.sa

Capt, Vickers was typical of Eastern Shoremen
in that he worked on the water most of his life. Born
in Dorchester County in 1773, he comwmanded packets
sailing from Easton for many years. He was the first
captain of the steambost, Maryland, a position he held
until his death in 1825,°7

In addition to Capt. Vickers' forces, the town
of Easton provided three units. Other villages in
Talbot County sent six units. Finally, the town of St.
Michaels provided the St. Michaels Patriptic Bluaa.sa

On August 9, Gen. Benson ordered videttes
stationed at certsin points near the town to be on the
lookout for the enemy's apprpach. Capt. Dodson and his
men took their position at Parrott's Point. The
remainder of troops wers stationsd throughout the toun
and at various shipyards. The defendsrs felt the
Oritish would not attack for several hours becausa of

the heavy rain and fog. The enemy would need good

visibility in order to recognize certain geographical

Sﬁﬂafar to map titled "St, Michasls and
Viecinity" in end papers.

57Ti1ghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661~1861, II, 164,

588yran, St. Michaels: The Town That Foogle
the British, 10 & 17.
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features used for nauigatinn.sg

On August 10, shortly after midnight, the
British barge, Conflict, under Captain H. L. Bakers,
anchored at Tilghman's Point. This vessel was followed
by & flotilla of barges with 300 British soldisrs and
marines. The 8ritish proceeded up river and by keeping
close to the opposite shore went unchserved by the
Americans. UWhen the British resched a point above the
town, they crossed to the other side of the Miles
River. At four o'cleck in the morning, the invaders,
concealed by the fog, disembarked on the shore directly
above Parrott's Faint.ﬁa The defenders were completely
unaware of the British position until tha ensmy appeared
in front of them. This sudden sppearance of tha enemy so
unnervad the American militia that they fled to the town
for safety, leaving Capt. Dodson, one member of the
militia, and a black man in the fort., The three men were
able to move one of the nine-pound cannans into position
and to fire gne shot at the invaders befarse thay
retreated. The shot conteined a ball and a parcel of
scrap iron. This discharge inflicted considerable damage

upon the enemy's column as evidenced by the guentity of

SBHulhart Footrer, Rivers of the Eastern Shore
(New Yark: 1944), 250,

EgNileB Register, August 21, 1813, M.H.5., ¥s.,
Harrison Collection.



1 The British than

blood upon the shore after the battla.ﬁ
stormed into the fort and spiked the guns.

While the British seized Parrott's Point, the
American militis stationed at the various shipyards
opened Tire on the enemy. Further, the troops positioned
west of tha town under Capt. Vickers advanced their
position to Mill Point, near the town, and began ¥iring.

The enemy barges moving into the harbsr were
stopped by the logs and chains in the channel.az
Finding the fire too heavy, the enemy returned to their
barges and began to shell the town. The elevated lights
of St. Michaels caused the British gunners to overshoot
the target but the third story of a shipwright's home was
struck. The shelling continued until sunrise when the
8ritish vessels withdrew three miles down river. It was
necessary to withdraw because of lack of ammunitinn.63

The Americans had fired fifteen rounds,

extensively dameged one British barge but suffered no

casualties, while the British had twenty-seven men killed

GlFuatner, Rivers of the Eastern Shora, 251.

ﬁgPriuate interview, Jerimiah Harrison,
October 1, 1874, M.H.5., Ms., Harrison Collection.

EEMarine, The British Invesion of Maryland
1812-1815, 56,




ar wnundad.ah

Later the same day, August 10, the British
selzed Poplar and Tilghmaﬂ'a iglands, south of Kent
Island.65 A portion of Talbot County's militie under
the command of Captain John Csulk established a camp on
Tilghman's Island on August 12, 1813. The naval force
assembled here consisted of two schooners, several small
scows, and barges., The British did not attack the camp
on Tilghman's Island until late August, because their
first goal was the bigger prize, the shipyards at 5%,
Michasls,

After failing to cepture S5t. Michaels, ths British
turnsd their attention to other American militia units
stationed in the vicinity of #ent Island. The closest
unit was stationed at Queenstown, a small town in Queen
Anne's County about ten miles from the British base. A
portion of this county's militia had been stationed at
Queznstown since the early part of 1813, In August 1813,
it was strengthened. The increase in military strength
was in anticipation of a British attack.as

The American force consisted of & detachment of

®4Ti1ghman, History of Talbot County Marylend
1661-1861, 1I, 169.

g5ﬁaau§linﬁn_§£an; August 10, 1813, M.H.5., Ms.,

Harrison Dullactinn}

GELattar, Lemusl Purnell to Dr. Edward Harris,
May 16, 1813, M.H.5., Ms., Vertical File.
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the 38th Militia. It was under the command of Major
William H. Nicholson and had 244 men. A cavalry unit
commanded by Major Thomas Emory had approximately 100.
Also present wes an artillery company of thirty-five men
comnanded by Captain Gustavus Wright. This company had
two six-pound cannmn3.67

Increased activity of the British and the attack
on 5%. Michaels on August 10, 1813, seamed to indicate
that the American force at Queenstown would he challenged.,
Therefore, on the night of August 12, Maj. Nicholson sent
a scouting detachment to the Piney Neck peninsula. This
peninsula servsd as a natural defense barrier betwesn the
central part of Kent Island and Queenstown. A second
party of eightsen men was sent to scout the road which
connected Kent Island with the mainland.68

At 2:30 on the morning of August 13, members of
the scouting party which had been sent to the Kent Narrows
Road reportsd to Maj. Nicholson that 8ritish forces weres
spproaching From Kent Narrows. Maj. Emory's cavalry which

was guartered one mile from town was reaﬂiad.ﬁg

B?Rapnrt, Maj. William H. Nicholson to Colonel

Thomas Wright, August 16, 1813, M.H.S., Ms., Vertical
File,.

581hid,

ngradaric Emory, Qusen Anna's County, Maryland
Its Egrly History and Development (Baltimore: WMaryland
Historical Society, 19507, L34,
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The British, planned to attack Quesnstown by
sending one party down the Kent Narrows Rpoad, while a
second force moved undetected up the Queenstown Cresk o
the villege. The British troops engaged in this attack
were commanded by Gen, Beckwith and Col. Charles Napiar.vu

During the esrly hours of August 13, as British
troops proceeded down the HMent Narrows Road, 1,500 British
marines and soldiers in forty-five barges mistakenly
landed at Olakeford, the residence of a former governar
of Maryland. The plan called for these troops to continue
up the creek and land at Queenstown but they had become
confused and landed at Blakeford instead. This error
caused a waste of time and enabled the Americans to take
up a position along the Kent Narrows Road two miles from
Queenstown,

The two British units were eventually united and
proceeded down the Hent Narrows Road towsrd Queenstoun.
Ag the British neared, the Americans opened fire From
their position behind a fence. After firing one volley,
they retreated, circled around the British foreces, fired
a second volley, and retired in good order to Queenstown.

In the course of this skirmish, Gen. Beckwith's horse was

7OReport, Maj. Nicholson ta Col. Uright, August
16, 1813, M.H.5., Vertical File.



shot from under him, and several British spldisrs wers
killed,’t

The Americans retreated to the town but wera
followed closely by the British. Maj. Nicholson called for
a retreat from Queenstown when the anemy was about one
hundred and Fifty yards from the town. The Americans
retreated to a position about one and a half miles from
town., Capt. Wright's artillery unit remained in the
town until fired upon by British rockets. When Capt.
Wright's unit joined the other American forces, a second
retreat was ordered. This time the American militia
retreated to Centreville, the county seat.72

The 8ritish entered Queenstown on the morning
af August 13, 1813. They neither burned nor sacked the
town as had been their policy of dealing with captured
villages in the past. Realizing that increased hostility
was the major outcome of such tactics, Adm. Warren had
instituted a more conciliatory policy. The British forces
then returned to Kent Island,

The British now made plans to evacuate their
bases on the islands in the 8ay., During the late summer

and early fall, hurricanes often pass through the

Chesapeake Bay region. The British encampments were not

71
1815, S5.

72Rapnrt, Maj. Nicholson to Col. Wright, August
16, 1813, M.H.8,, Ms,., Vertical File.

Marine, The British Invasion of Maryland 1812




strong enough to withstand the forces of these storms.

The British planned to depart for their winter guarters in
Hermuda before the start of the hurricane season. In
additiaon, the winter would be less severe inm Bermuda than
in the Chesapeake Bay region. On August 24, the British
broke camp on Kent Island but they did not seil for
dermuda that day.

Inatead they remained aboard their ships for
two days. On August 26, they again attempted to attack
Ste Michaels. This time a force of 1,800 men landed
ogn Tilghman's Island at lWade's Faint.73 At the same
time a brig end three schooners were sant up the Milss
River toward St. Michaels. The snemy hoped to trap
any American militia in the area betwsen these two umits.

The British force which landed at Wade's
Point was divided into two groups. The first under Gen.
Heckwith marched toward St. Michaels. However, they
marched only a few miles inland. Fearing the possihility
of an ambush from the heavily wooded countryside, the
troops under Gen. Beckwith's command returned to Wade's

Point.

Tjﬁyran, St, Michaels: The Town That Fooled the
British, 28.

7h8yrmn, The War of 1812 on the Chesapeaks Bay,
31.



The remainder of the troops, commanded by Adm.

GCookburn, proceeded down the peninsula in search of the

American militia under Capt. Oaulk. British reconnaissence

foreces had reported the presence of Capt. Caulk's camp
on Tilghman's Island.

Caulk's forces learnsd of the snemy's advance
and fled scross Harris' Creek which separagted the Bayside
peninsula from Broad Cresk paninsula.75 Howsver, Adm.
Cockburn's unit seized sixtesn of Caulk's men befors
they could cross. These captives were sent %o Annapolis
and used in exchange for British prisoners of war.

After plundering the countryside for supplies,
the combined forpes of Cockburn and Beckwith re-smbarked
at six o'clock in the avening of the sams day. They
then Jjoined their waiting fleet at Kent Point off Kent
Island.76

Captain Robert Barrie of the seventy~four gun
Dragon was left in charge of a skeleton force in the Bay.
His task was to blockade the mouth of the Bay during the
winter months, and prevent the Americans from using the
77

Bay as a trade routs.

The British fleet spent the winter months in

?5Rafer to map titled "S5t. Michaels and Vieinity"
in end papers.

75?11ghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661-1861, II, 174-75,

77

8yron, The War of 1812 ogn_the Chesapsaks Bay,
32,
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Bermuda. Here the men rested and recuperated from
ilinesses and wounds, gathersd supplies, and repaired their
vessels,

The summer of 1813 had been successful for the
British. Thay took possession of three islands in the
Chesapeake Bay and estahlished s major camp on Hent
Island. They also planned and executed attacks against
Amegrican militis units located at S5t. Michaels and
Queens town.

Howsver, their sctions during this summer had
an impact upon the Eastern Shoremen. The terrorizing of
citizens and the destruction of property by the British
helped %o unite the Americans and made the war effort more
popular in the United States. Previously, the Eastern
Shoremen were unconcerned sbout war activities until they
touched their immediate area, but the British activities
during the summer of 1813 and Adm. Warren's warning that
"the British fleet would return in 1814 to destroy
Baltimore and desclate both shores of the bay" made the
Eastern Shoremen change their nonchalant attitude to active

GEJI"!GE.’I'R-78

7BMuller, The Darkest Day: 1814, 4D,




Chapter 3
September 1813 - Fghruary 1815

The inhabitants of the Easstern Shore were free
of British harasssment from late August 1813 ta May 1814
when the enemy fleet raturnad to the Bay. During the
winter 1813-1814, the peaple of the Eastern Shore
organized new military units. They feared Adm. Warren's
threat that the 8ritish would return in the spring and
davastate the countryside. They hoped the formetion of
additional units would help to combat the British
military superiority. Companies already in existence
established regular drill sessions and became better
trained and equipped. One such established company was
the 9th Cavalry Regiment of Talbot County, under the

% Lloyd wrote to the

command of Lieut. Col. Lloyd.
Secretary of State, James Monroe, requesting 200 rifles.
He stated in the request that it had been necessary to
form such a unit to stop the “outrageous and wanton
destruction by the enemy and as it now existed, his unit
was not effectively armed to achisve such a g::aaafl..&[1

Monros referred the request to Brig. Gem. Winder, military

7g?ilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland

%0 gtter, Lieut. Col. Edwerd Llayd to James
Monroae, July 3, 1814, M.H.5., Ms,, William H. Winder Papers.




commander of the 10th District. The commander, howaver,
was unable to supply the rifles and suggested that musksts,
which could be prpoured from the arsenal at Easton, be used.
This is an example of the inadeguate state of military
affairs in the United States during the War of 1812.%

Once again, the preparations made by the Eastern
Shoremen would prove to be inadeguate. Events in Europe
greatly affected the course of the wer in America. In
Uctober 1813, Napoleon was defeated in the Battle of
Nations at Leipzig. On April 11, 1814, he abdicated and
was ordered confined to the island of Elba. The defeat
of Napoleon enabled the British Admiralty to transfer
thousands of seasaoned troops to the United States.

The Admiralty also realized the nesd for a
change of command, Adm. Warren seemed to lack the foresight
to bring the Chesapeake Bay campaign to a successful
conclusion. Warren was replaced by Vice Admiral Sir
Alexander Cochrane. In addition, the first expedition of
seasoned troops sailed from England in Juns, 18l4. It
included three frigates, three sloops, two bomb vesssls,

five naval transpor$ ships, and three army transport ships.

80 stter, Lisut. Col. Sdward Lloyd to James
Monroe, July 3, 1814, M.H.5., Ms., William H. Winder
Papers.

8l etter, William H. Uinder to Lieut. Col. Eduard
Lloyd, August 15, 1814, M.H.B., Ms,, William H. Winder
Papers.
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The soldiers included in this expedition were under the
command of Major Genegral Rubert,ﬂnas.az

In early August, Adm. Cochrane aboard the ssventy=
four gun Alblon, arrived in the Bay. The delay in their
arrival was caused by a stop in Bermuda where a British
squadron from the Mediterranean joined Cochrane's
expadition.

Early in August, Cochrane and Ross rendezvoused
with Adm. Cockburn at the mouth of the Potomac. It was
during this meeting that Cochrane proposed his plan of
action. They would attack Washington but would first create
two diversions to distract the Americans. One sguadron
was sant up the Potomac River to attack Fort Washington,
fourteen miles below the capital city. The fort contsined
a large quantity of gunpowder which the British were eager
to 33129.33

On the morning of August 27, the sguadron headed
up the river toward the fort. Howsver, scouts soan informed
the American commander that the enemy was proceeding in
the direction of the fort. UWhen the British came in sight
of Fort Washington the American commander fired all of the

powder in the magazine. He had been ordered by Gen. Winder

to destroy the powder rather than have it fall into the

82ayron, Ihe liar of 1812 on the Chesapeake Bay,
39 & 45,
B1pid., 6.

38



hands of the enemy. Geeing and hearing the explosion, the
British expedition realized a shore excursion was ussless
and rejoined the fleet down river.

The second diversion was sent to the northern
part aof the Chesapeaks Bay. It was under the command of

Sir Pater Parker on the thirty-sight gun frigate,

Menelaus. Uith this expedition, the British hoped to divert

the attention of the Americans from the attack aimed at
Wgshington. Parker was also ordered to prevent the
Amgrican militia from crossing the Bay and aiding their
comrades in arms.aﬁ
On August 20, the Menelaus sailed up Worten Cresk
in Kent County. Here the Hritish destroyed several farm
buildings and the crops in the f‘ields.85 From Worten
Creek, they sailed narthuward and sent marauding parties in
small boats into the numerous inlets along the
Chesapeake,. On August 30, Parker with a command of 260
men landed at the sstate of Richard Frishy.aﬁ Here they

burned the buildings and captured four of Frisby's slaves,

Bhﬂn August 19, Gen. Robert Ross landed 4,000
British troops near Washington. For five days, the
British marched inland along the bank of the Patuxent
river. At the village of Bladenshburg, the American
militia unsuccessfully attempted to stop the British.
The American resistance was soon overcome and Ross
reached Washington on the evening of August 24,

85

86
Hay, 59.

Ugilton, Histaory of Kent County, 43.

Byron, The War of 1812 on the Chesapeake

39



40

Misinformed by the slaves that the American militia was
encamped at a distance of a half mile, Capt. Parker
ordered his small force back to the frigate, fearing
that he was grestly outnumbered by the Americans. Then
they sailed down the shore line and landed at Tolchester
Baach.87

Capt. Parker learned from the many marauding
and reconnaissance parties which he had sent ashors that
American forces were stationed in the vicinity of
Tolchester Beach. He sent two groups of marines ashore,
in the hopes of surrounding and annihilating the
American forces.

The 2lst Regiment of the Maryland Militia was
camped near the town of Fairlee Tive miles from

68 This regiment was under the command of

Tolchester.
Ligutenant Colonel Philip Reed.

Reed was born in Kent County in 1760. On
October 13, 1778, he received his commission as
lisutenant in the 3rd Regiment of the Maryland line.
Reed served throughout the Revolution and distinguished
himself at the attack of Stoney Point on July 16, 1779.

For service in the tlar of 1812, he was made &

brigadier-general of the Maryland Gth Hrigade. In

8vuailﬁan, History of Fent County, GUe45,

aaFantner, Rivers of the Eastern Shore, 336.
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addition, he served as United States Senator from 1806 to
1813 and Congressman from 1817 to 1819 and again from
1822 to 1823. He died November 2, 1829,%°
The 2lst Regiment under Col. Reed was made up
af five companies of infantry, one cavalry unit, and one
artillery unit. The total force consisted of 174 men with
tugnty rounds of ammunition for each man.gD
Col. Reed was kept well informed of the enemy's
activities by the eitizens who lived near the Bay. He
had been aware of the enemy's presence since August 27th.
On August 30, Col. Reed sent several pickets to the Bay
shore. These men would give warning of when the British
came ashore. At approximastely twelve midnight, the
American commander was informed by his scouts that the
Aritish had landed and were marching inland. Reed
grdared his men to advance toward the Bay and finally
positioned them at the farm of Isaac Caulk. The Caulk
farm offered a good position for the Americans. The farm
house was situated on a ridge of land. To the left of the
ridge was the main road which ran down to the Bay.
Directly in front of the ridge were fifty acres of

gleared farm land. The Americans found 3 sheliersd position

on the ridge from which they could fire at the British

BQMarine, The British Invasion of Maryland
18121815, 117.

ysilton, History of Kent County, 46.
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as they crossed the open field and the road.
Reed stationed his troops, so that the right flank
stood in front of the Caulk house, the artillsery in the
center, and the left flank an the road. The rifle
company under Captain Simon Wickes was stationed along
the road. It had formed two lines with each man about
three paces apart.g2
As the enemy approachead, the Wickes' rifle
company fired one volley but retired to the main bady
of the American forces because of the numerical
superiority of the enemy. The OBritish attempted a
frontal attack. Failing in this, they tried an assault
upon the left flank. The British, again, were unable to
break through the line. As the firing decreased, the
American commander ordered his forces to retire a short
distance because in some parts of the line the cartridges
had besn expended. While the Americans regrouped, the
British suddenly retired from the field. It was later
learned that Capt. Parker had been mortally wounded
during the batitle and this had so unnerved the British

ghat they withdrew from the field.o>

glibid., Le=47., Isaac Caulk is no relation to
John Caulk who is mentioned in chapter 2.

gzﬁgrun. The War of 1812 on the Lhesapsaks
Bay, 60. Refer to map titled "Lower Kent County® in end

papers.

93antner, Rivers of the Eastern Shere, 337.
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The battle lasted only fifty-nine minutes.
Only three Americans were wounded while the British suffered
the loss of fourteen men killed and tuwenty-eight mm.mt:!ar;ﬁ..mF
The dead were buried by the Americans along the roadside
where they had fallen.

The Battle of Caulk's Field fulfilled the
British objective by creating a diversion from the
invasion of Washington. Although the 2lst Regiment of
Maryland Militia was the only unit engaged in the battle,
fourteen Eastern Shore regiments were free to cross the
Bay and participate in the battle %o save UWashington but
they did not do so.

The Tenth Military District of which the state
of Maryland was a part, was a highly disorganized military
unit. The commander, Gen. Winder ordered the staite militia
to participate in the defense of Washington but thaose
from the Eastern Shore did not answer this summons. The
Eastern Shore units accounted for thelr absence by
stating that they had to protect their home area from a
British invasion. The Eastern Shorsmen believed that the
troops used in the defanse of Washington should be drauwn
from Western Maryland and from Virginia as these areas were
not as vulnerable to British attack as was the Eastern

Shore.

guMarine, The British Invasign of Maryland
1812-1815, 120-22,
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The greatest loss suffered by the enemy at
Gaulk's Field was the death of Sir Peter Parker., His
body was preserved in Jamaica Rum as was the body of Gen.
Robert Ross, who was killed during the Battle of Baltimore,
and sant to England for burial.gS To honor his
distinguished service as an officer, Lord Byron wrote a
poem to commemorate the death of Parker, who was his
cousin,

While the diversion at Caulk's Field was
taking place the British were engaged in capiuring and
burning Washington. Their next objective was the port
city of Baltimore. This campaign ended in failure because
the British were unable %o capture Fort MecHenry which
guarded the entrance to the harbor.

On September 159, 1614, the British Fleet
withdraw from the vicinity of Baltimore to the lower Bay
region. Shortly efterward, mpst of the British fleet
sailed from the Chesapeake for the West Indies. There
they joined the expedition headed for the attack againat
New Orleans. A skeleton force operated from Tangier
Islande This force under the command of Capt. Robert

Barrie sboard the seventy-four gun Dragon would continue

Ppt this time the preservation of a body in
alcohol was a common practice. Howsver, it was
officers who merited this consideration. Enlisted men
who were killed were buried in enemy soil.



the harassment of the Eastern Shore on a smallsr sceie.
From mid-Uctober until late November this sgquadron
patrolled the areas of the HBay from the mouth of the
Choptank River on the Eastern Shore to the Patuxent
River on the Western Shore. This was the narrowest section
of the Bay and, therefore, the sasiest to patrul.ga

Since Capt. Barrie's orders were to continue
the harassment agsinst the Eastern Shoremen, he sent a
detachment of eighteen barges and a schooner up the
Choptank River to the point known as Castle Haven on
October 19. B6till fearful of an invasion, the militia
of both Talbot and Porchester counties were kept on the
alert. The British brisfly put ashors at a farm to take
supplies and then returned to their base on Tilghman's
Island., B8y the time the Americans isarned aof the snemy
excursion and rushed to Castle Haven to investigate the
British had returned to their base. Surprise attacks
always left the Americans insffemtive.97

Talbot County militiamen aboard small guard-
boats spotted the barges and the schooner which landed

at Castle Haven. They fully expected an attack upon

Easton by way of the Tred Avon River. Tuwice before the

Bsayrnn, The War of 1812 on theg Chesapeake Bay,

62,

9 TRepublican Star, October 25, 1814, M.H.S.,

Mse., Harrisen Collection.
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town of Easton was threatened with a British invasion. On
March 30, 1813, vessels were sighted near Easton Point and

the infantry was callsd uut.98

It proved to be a false
alarm for the Oritish sailed farther up the Bay. Again,
in April of the samg ysar a portion aof the British Fleet
anchored in the Choptank Rivar.gg Once more the British
did not attempt to land their troops for unknown reasons.
This time, Octaober, 1814, the close proximity of
the British caused the inhabitants of Easton great alarm.
In great haste, a fort was constructed on the property of
shipbuilder James Stoakes at Easton Pnint.lﬁu This small
redoubt, made of wood, wes constructed by the workmen of
the Stoakes'! shipyard.lal The fort guarded the water
approaches to Easton and was manned by the Talbot militia
stationed in the town. All of the preparations were
unnecessary as a storm forced the British barges to return
to their base at Tilghman for fear of being smampad.lgg

The blockade of the Bay now under the direction

of Capt. Barrie continued through the fall and into the

%81bid., March 30, 1813,

P etter, John Kerr to Dr. Edward Harris, April
25, 1813, M.H.5., Ms,, Vertical File Collection.

100+31 ghman, History of Talbot County Maryland,
1661-1861, 152 & 178.

1D1Private interview, Peter Tarr, Jduns &4, 1871,
MeH.5., Ma,, Harrison Collection.

102Tilghman, History of Talbot County Maryland
1661~1861, 152 & 178«79,
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winter of 1814, Because of this obstruction of American
trade, blockade-running became quite profitable. UOne
such ship, the Messenger, captained by Clement Vickers
made regular runs between Easton Point and Annapolis on
the Eastern Shore. The Massenger was much faster than
the British warships and was safe as long as the wind held
strong. 0On November 11, 1814, the packst was returning
from Annapolis when the wind on the Bay suddenly died and
it was overtaken by a British berge. Capt. Vickers and
several members of his crew were able to escape before
the enemy captured the ship. The passengers, mainly womsn
and children, were transferred after their capture to the
Dragon, commanded by Capt. Barrie. The prisoners were
wsll cared for by the British., An example of Capt.
HBarrie's concern for these captives is shown in the
following story. After being taken sbosrd the Dragon,
the prisoners dined with the officers. UWhen Capt. Barrie
saw Mrs. Edith Dawson feeding her daughter with a pewter
spoon, he ordered the steward to bring a silver spoon from
his own lacker and presented thls spoon to his little
prianner.lgj

Negotiations for the release of the prisoners

were begun on November 12, but an agrsement was not

lD}Eyrnn, The war of 1812 on the Chesapeske Bay,

82-~83. The spoon given by Capt. Barrie still remains in
the Dawson family,
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reached until five days later. The negotiations did not
include the return of the Messenger nor the release of
four American militiamen. The British refused to free
these men until a similar number of British soldiers were
freed by the Americans. One of the four prisonsrs of war
was William Bromwell, who had been married the day before
in Annapolis. His wife elected to remain with him in the
hopes of persuading the British to liberate her husband,
An agreement between the Americans and the British was
reached on November 24, 18l4 and on the same day the
militiamen and Mrs. Bromwell were set free on Tilghman's
Island.luﬁ

These two incidents were te conclude the British
involvemant in Talbot County. The British then shifted
their attention to Dorchester County. Twice in 1814 the
village of Tobacco Stick, located on the Little Choptank
River, felt the British invasion. Easy access from the
Bay and the presence of a shipyard in the town made it a
point of attack.

Sometime during the first half of 1814, British
tendsrs entered the harbor at Tobacco Stick. There they

found several vessels which they destroyed by burning.lDS

lnhTilghman. History af Talbot County Maryland
1661-1861, 181, 182, & l84-B6.

lusElias Jones, History of Dorchester County
Maryland (Baltimore: wWilliems & Wilkins Company Press,
1902), 257.




One of the vessels belonged to Thomas Linthicum, 2z resident

of the town.lPO

Linthicum was taken prisonesr and held
by the British for several months on either Popular or Kent
Island in the Chesapeske Bay. After this incident barracks
were constructed and a portion of the Dorchester County
militia was housed in the tuwn.lg?
The second raid occurred in November of 1814 when
the brig, Dauntless, sailed into the Little Choptank River.
The Dauntless sent a tender under the command of a
Lisutenant Phipps farther up the river in search of supplies.
The crew of the tender consisted of Liesut. Phipps, a
Midshipman Galloway, thirteen seamen, three marines, and a
hlack woman named Hecca. They landed at several farmhouses
as they moved up the river and garried off supplies.
Arriving at Tobacco Stick, they burned a schooner and then
proceeded to return to the Dauntless. The tender ran aground
of f the mouth of Parson's Creek @ few miles down the river.
Stranded on a shoal, the British were forced to wait for

the tide to change. While the British waited, the Dorchester

militia was mustered. Thay put out the fire on the schooner

lQﬁThmmaa A. Flowers, ed., Dorchester Tercentenary

Bay County Festival (Cambridge, Maryland: Dorchestar
County Commissioners, 1969), 65,

lﬂ?Jnnes, History of Dorchester County Maryland

257.
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and started to search for the British. They soon located
the intruders and captured the entire crew of the
tender.lﬂa
Une cannon and some small firearms were taken from
the British tender by the militia. The cannon was given
the title "the Becca-Phipps®, a combination of the first
name of the black woman and the last of the lieutenant.
The cannon remaing in the possession of the residents of
this artf—'sa.m9
On the following day, the prisoners were marched
to Cambridge. On November 14, 1814, they were taken %o
Easton. There they were placed under the supervision of Gen.
Perry Benson. Lieutenant Phipps and Midshipman Galloway,
because they were officers, were paroled and given the
freedom of the town. According to reports, the prominent
citizens, especially the ladies were charmed by their conduct
and manners. 0On Friday of the sams week, the officers and
men were blindfolded sa that they could not observe the
fortifications of Easton and were taken to Town Point near

110

Fort Stoakes. Placed on board a packet and sent to

1083y ran, The War of 1812 on the Chesapeake Hay,

83"" 5‘-* ™

lﬂglbid., B4, Today the cannon rests in a place
of honor at the foot of the Taylors Island bridge in
Dorchester County only a few miles from the spot where
it was captured by the Amsrican militia.

11DLettar, John L. ¥arr to the Governor's
Council, November 11, 1814, M.H.5., Ms., Harrison
Collection,
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Baltimore, they were exchanged for American prisoners of
war.e

Late in November, Capt. Barrie moved his war
gperations to the base on Tangier Island. In December,
Adm. Cockburn rejoined the sguadron at Tangier. He
divided the sguadron in half and sailed for New Orleans
with these men. The skeleton force still under the cammand
of Capt. Barrie continued a token blockade of the Hay.lll

Peace negotiastions were in progress almost from
the beginning of the war. The final peace treaty, the
Peace of Ghent was signed on Christmas Eve 18l4. It took
several weeks for the news of peace to reach America.
Late in February 1815 the last of the British troops and
warships left Tangier Island thus ending the British

involvement in the Chesapeske Bay regiun.ll2

lllﬁyrun, The War of 1812 on_the Chesapeake Hay,

8he

21454,



Gonclusion

The news of the Peace of Ghent was greeted
by the Americans with joy for they had grown tired of
mar.ll3 The end of the war enabled the United States o
reopen commerce with Europe and to establish new trade
routes and markets west of the Appalachian Mountains.

The citizens of the Eastern Shore also
welcomed the end of the war. It fresd them from the
harassment of the British who interrupted the commerce
on the Chesapeake Bay and who interferred with the
agricultural pursuits. Although the Eastern Shoremen
made a sincere effort to defend their land, they were
never entirely successful. The Tenth Military District
under the command of Gen. Winder did not provide the
militia units from the Eastern Shore with proper military
training or supplies. As stated earlier, Gen. wWinder was
bogged down with Washington bureasucracy. How could he
Justify supplying the Eastern Shore, a rural area, when
he did not have sufficient militery supplies to defend

the cities of Washington and Baltimore? Therefore, the

Y3 \enry Adams, The History of the United States
During the Adminisirations of Jefferson and Madison,

(Englawood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
1963), 176.




Eastern Shoremen could do little to overcome the militarily
superior British. The British were able to gather supplies
by foree from the American farms. Mare important they were
able to capture and destroy most of the shoremen's dafense
works, such as shipyards, foundries, and fortifications.
The foremost exception would be the shipyerd at St.
Michasls, which the British were never able to capture.

The shoremen hsld only one advantage in this
gonflict. In many cases the British forces looked upon the
expedition in the Chesapeake Bay as a lark as compared to
their participation in the Napolesnic c:s:mflfi.t:"t‘...J‘J‘LF This
caused the British military expedition to be carried out in
a halfhearted fashion with piecemeal attacks made on the
American fortifications on the Eastern Shors.

After more than two years of conflict, what effect
did the war have on the Eastern Shore? In terms of long
range effects the War of 1812 had little or no significance.
Life went on much as it had before the war. The citizen-
soldier had defended his home and now free of the gnemy he

returned to his occupation.

YWiulier, The Darkest Day: 1814, 16.
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