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February 11, 1970

¥Mr. Bill Russell 5
¢/o Hal Perry

5227 East 14th =
Oakland, California e

Dearx Biil: £

; Fast year, at the eurging of and in cooperation with the Black Students Union, the University
sought to find a manner in'whieh it could honor you, its greatestathlete. Affer much talk
and many ideas, Joe Maxrshall and Harold Logwood of the Black SmdentSf@iaion, Pete Peletta

aaad"1 worked out what we thought would be a fitting memorial dedicated to you. I later
‘pre@ntﬁacl this to the PrBsident and Trustees and they, too, concurred that What(v?e had in
mind would not only be something that would bring an additional honor to Yo, but it would
provide the proper setting in which future students might see some of the athletic tradidon
of their school. CAE R Ve SN

H g < E
g

We are now in the process of creating the Bill Russell Room which we feel will not only be
% most distinguished and most beautiful room on campus, but whicA will be a most fitting
tribute to you. 'We found in our research that one of the best ways by which Universities
honor their greatest athlets is to have a large room which is dedicated to him and in which
is contained some of his awards, trophies, his development from youngster to adulthood
through pictures, his retired jersey, and other mementoes which will give to future students,
alumni, and iriends some:‘insight into and feeling of pride for the athiete so homored,
i

To provide such a reom, W have taken two rooms in the gymnasium which are on the same
level as the basketball court, knocked down the wall between the. rooms, and now we ars
presently paneling the rocm with rich wood, carpeting it, putting in a display casey covex-
ing one wall, which will, wle;hope, show some of your awards, trophies, and other
mementoes, and four or five other smaller display ‘cases to honor other great USF ‘
athletes. Wg_hope that the room will serve not ouly as a place where students, alumni,

and friends may visit to see the historical mementoes of you and other great USF athletes,
but as a suitable place for press conferences, special smdil gatherings of Father President,
and other important events. '

The room is currently under construction and we are hoping that it will be finished sometime
around the middle of March. The purpose of tﬁg letter is not only to inform you of the Bill
Russell Room, but Harold and I would also like to find out Whken and if you would be available
to come to the dedication of the Rooin. After its completion, we would hold the dedication
anytime in March or April that you would be available.



Also, and this, of course, is preliminary to your seeing the Room, we would like

to have you share with us by displaying them in the showecase, any trophies, awards,
pictures, or other henors that you feel would be appropriate.

We would be most hosored and happy if you could be present for the dedication and
if you could put on display those awards, trophies, pictures and so forth that you
would think appropriate to the Room. I theze arye any quesidons concerning the
Bill Russell Room oT the dedication, we would appreciate hearing them from you.

Sincerely,

Robext A, Sunderiand, S8.].
Vice President for Student Affairs

Harold Legwood
——EFSegent, Black Students Union
Chas fr AN,



April 2, 1970

Father Jonsen,

It is well knowﬁ wifhin the Black Studentlﬁnion. the Black
community and the White community that our past alumni, Bill
Russell, is a great athelete and man. As you knsw the University
of San Francisco is about to dedicate a room to Bill Russell. The
Black Studenf Union feels fhis is an admiradle géstuﬁe in his honor,
but we think ﬁhat the’Univ§rsity should take action which he w§u1d
considér more personal. It is our‘desire to see that Mr. Bill
Russell receives an honorary degree from University of San
Franciscoras a tribute for his outstanding accomplishments, both in
sports -(where he was selected as the greatest athelete of the
decade) - and in his work towards the dignity of men. Such

a move in this direction would undoubtedly receive strong support

- from students, faculty, and alumni of the University of San Fran-

cisco, as well as the community of San Francisco. It would

seem appropriate that upon the dedication of the Bill Russell room
seesesseshave the presentation of the honorary degree which would

be an additional symbol of our respéct; and also this would afford .«
Mr. Bill Russell the opportunity to express his opinions.

Sincerely,

The Black Student Unien
Harold Logwood - Chairman

HL/al
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Toya Alexander 301
Linda Barconey 402
Claudette Broocks 218
Angela Brown 282stYy
Lurlene Bush 217
Phoebe Butler 216
Lola Chapple 626
Carrie Chavis 417
Dale Christian 313
bDavia Crowder 220
Mary davis 42?2
Joanna Dukes 202
Linda Flenauch 701
Lynetté Fkancis 426
Deborah 'Gl&sson 225
Carolyn Gag
Pam Sarrison 42
Brenda Grey 427
Gwen Eadden 829
Lorrain Harris 809
Gwen Harrison 222
Diane Hill 219
Fern Holdoway 701
Zoe Ixrving 898

2D

Charlotte Xnight 605
Aldrienne Landrv 820
arvalyn Ligon 210
Chervl Luckett 225
Brenda “acArthur 2290
Yvonne Mason 203
"argaret [Matson 212
Jeanette ficDonald 816
Jackie Pinor 713
kosalyn !‘oore 713

Pat Micholson 426

RXX Dona Peake 816
Fhonda Pittman 216€
3renda Renfro 210
Carolvn Peynolds 625
Lorette Spears 427
Sylvia Tatum (S.T.) 203
Fulalia Thomas (Penny) 219X
i'onica Thomas 226
Carolyn Timms 808
Karen 7lindsor 626
RARNNYXRRATIBKXRRAL
Peggy Avalos 820

Pat i‘alendez 424

aves-Yealy Hall Sisters

Baphste, Andrea 21€&
Bevel, iova 707
Bluitt, Deborah 602
Brown, Daphyne 310
Davis, Diane 691
Edwards, Zaryn 206
Harris, Brenda 707
James, Rosaline 818
Jenkins, Valata 601
Jones, '‘ehettie £26

Josephr, Petrina 218

Lemelle, Linda 821
Lewis, Paula 314

“.cCrea, Janice 324
iitchell, Shirley 504
orton, Brenda 205
Fokinson, Brenda 523
Roy, Joinn 2073
ciehenhoven, ‘larquerite 9222
Smith, Cwen 820

Snosw, 1ina 522

vilcot, Juanita 210
r’iliiams, Michels 420
tioodfolk, 'ary 725
t'oodfolk, Stephanie 725
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