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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEN AND DEFINITIONS OF TEEMS USED

The task of the minister is often considered to be
preaghing and administering the sacraments. Hovever, as
Theodore Cuyler says, "The work of every minister is two-
fold; it is partly in the pulpit and partly out of the pule
pit."l The greatest part of Paul's recorded work was other
than public preaching., The recorded words of Jesus include
only one long dlsacurse and a few shorter ones but the ac-
counts of his personal visits, personal conversations and
labors of love with the simming, the slck and the suffering
are quite extensive.2 If the pastor is to follow the exam-
ple of Christ (Johm 10), he must be a shephsrd to the people
of his church and parish as well as & disciplinarian, an
organizer, an administrator, and a leader.

Since the e¢hurch is largely made up of families, the
home 1s the church's prime responsibility. Certainly, the
modern American family is in need of help,

Christian family life has never been more disturbed

than it 1s today. 014 patterns of conduet and systems
of values no longer hold the home together. New ways

"1 Theedore L. Cuyler, The ¥ - Preacher (New York:
Fleming H., Revell Co., 18933, Ps 15,

2 Ibid., p. 16.



of family living are not yet established.3

If this is true of Christian families, it is trus to
& greater extent of families which have not received proper
spiritual guidance and eduecation from the church., A few
statistics sheuld help to prove the validity of the precede
ing statement,

The divorce rate, steadily rising sinee the middle of
the nineteenth gentury (in 1880 there was one divorce in
twenty marriages), has resghed an all time high of one di-
vores in four n:xaz:r:ha.gezs..’“‘t Another way of stating this is
that in 1890, as nearly as could be computed, there were
0.5% divorced perscms im 1003 in 1949 the number had risen
to 2,82, an increase of 521 per aenﬁ.s‘ “Indeed, the rate
has risen so high that, with the extension of average life
expectancy, divorce has temporarily replaced death as the
main way in which marriages amd."6 Kingsley Davis says that

this does not mean a corresponding mumber of broken homes as

3 George A, Warmer, Jr., "The Family in a Troubled
World," The Pastop, 15:20-21, September, 1951.

b Light, a bulletin of the Social Service Commission
of the Southern Baptist Jonvention, Vol. I1I, Ne. 5, Hay, 1949,

5 Kingsley Davis, "Statistical Parsgectize on Mar-
riage and Divorca,” The Annals of the A%er can Acadeny of
gg?igiga; ggg,ﬁggig; Soience, Vol.sgﬁé iladelphia: 1§§b),
p. 19,

6 , "The Americsn Family: What It Ig--and
Isn't", New York Limes Magazine, September 30, 1951, p. k1.
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desertions and separations have been somewhat displaced by
divoree and remarrisge.’/ However, a recent study made by
Dr. W, F. Ogburn, Professor BEmeritus of the University of
Chlcago, has shown that there have been more desertions and
mutually agreed upon separations in the past few years than
divorces.8 Ray Abrams says that

If we were to sdd to the divorce rate the desertions

the separations, end those who would like to sever tﬁe
marriage bonds but for one reason or another do not, the
sum total of marital disorganization would be at least

two or taree times that represented by the divorce sta-
tistics,.

Writing in the Woman's Home Companion, Albert Deutsch
sayg that more than six hundred thousand families with more
than one million children are receiving Aid to Dependent
Jhildren grants totalling about five million dollars per

year,

Children under sixteen are eligible for ald if they
are deprived of parental care and support because a par-
ent dies, is physically or mentally incapacitated or
leaves the home-~through desertion, divoree or hospital-
ization. To receive ald the chlld must be 1i¥6ng with
one or both parents or with a close relative,

That the modarn Americam family is in need of some

atabllization sesms apparent. One more evidemnce of such need

7 1bid., De 42.

8 Light, op. cit.

9 Ray H, Abrams, “The Concepts of Family 3tab;11ty,"
Lﬁw?P§§1§§§1§§%§%g%% %Q?Qg?x', Political and Social,

10 Albert Deutseh, "Our Neediest Children,™ Women's
Home gompsnion, January, 1952, pp. 28 ff.




N
ig cited here., In studying the case histories of drug ade

diets, an almost unvarying pattern is found. Nost of the
Juvenile addicts gome {row families in which there is neg
proper parental control or training in degent personal habe
its. BRarely do children coming from a normally balanced
fanily in any income bracket become addicts. 1t

Families need the guildance and education whieh the
church offers. The pastor ag the leader of the church has
the responsibility of seeing that it fungtions properly in
the guidance and education of the families which. make up the
parish. He has certain dirsct responsibilities to the fami-

lies as well,
I. THE PROBLEM

Since thers 1s so clearly a need for religious educs-
tion in the homes of America and since part of the pastor's
task is that of shsepherd and religlous educator, it was the
purpose of this investigation to discover what the pastor's
responsibilities are in relation to religious edugation in
the homes of his parishy what he is doing to dischargs these
responsibilities, and what he should do.

II. DEFINITIONUS OF TERKS USED

Pgstor. In this study the word pastor has been used

I1 Harry J. Anslinger, "The Facts About Our Teen-Age
Drug Addicts," Readers Digest, 59:137-1%0, October, 1951.
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instead of the word minister. As Lrduan has said, of all

titles given the ministerial office, the most poetie, popu-
lar, beautiful and comprehensive 18 that of paster or shep-
herd.12 It can be traced to the 0ld Testament where Jehovah
is called the shepherd of iils peogle.13 The dictionary de-
fines shepherd as “figuratively, ons intrusted with the

religious guldance of others,."

Ieagher. The teacher, according to the Dictionary of
Education is
a pergon who because of rich or unusual experience oy
education or both in a given field is able to contribute
to the growth and d@VﬁlOPmant of other persons who come
in contact with him,l1
Edugator. while used somewhat synonymously with the
word teacher, the word educator oarries with it the eonnota-
tion of a teacher with the added responsibility of helping to

prepare others to teach.

Education., The term edusation as used herein will have
a more specifie meaning than merely "the development of abll~
ities, attitudes, or forms of behavicr, and the acquisition

12 Zharles R. Erdman §§ the Pastor
(Pailadelphia: Westminster ess, 192 Pe 3o

13 Holy Bible, Psalms 23:1; 80:1; Isaiah 40:1l.

1% garter V. Good, editor, ; ary of Edueation
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 193%), p. #09.
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of knowledge, as & result of teaching or training.“l5 More
specifiecally, it is God-centered. Mark Fakkema says that
education as a mental process concerns itself with the inter-
pretation of related facts. In interpreting the facts in any
given field they should be seen not only in their horizontal
relation, one to another, but in their vertical relation to
God. All other education is inadequate "for not to know
things in their vertisal relation is not to know their true
origin, their preservation, and their real purpase."lﬁ and
further, God-ecentered education is possible only in christ,t?
The word education unless otherwise indicated will refer to
this 'God.centered' education.

Home. The word home as herein used denotes the fixed
dwelling place of a family. While it is “the most essential
relatively stable aentral institution of face~to-face humsn
relations. . ."8 and 1s ideally "the place with the refresh-

ing and encouraging soclal atmosphere, cooperative management

15 Howard C. Warren, evditor, D e onary of Psyehology
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Go., 1934), p. -

16 Mark Fakkema, "How to Educate Children HMentally,"
| Home Malker's Guide, Series ¢ (Chicagos Van Kampen

), Pe ©a
17 Boly Bible, Jobn 143163 15:5.

18 James M. Baldwin, editor, Dicticnary
and Psychology (New Yorkt: Peter Smith, 1940



and daily cultivation of the more intimatec human interests

and values. . ."19 homes are not always ideal.

Family. Unless adjectivally qualified, the family
will pefer to the members of a household whether ome or both
parents, the children and other relatives living in the
quarters.

Parigh. The word parish will be used to denote the
congregation of the local church and the unchurched homes in
tha locality covered by its activities,

ITI, ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

The chapter smtitled "The Pastor ag Educator"” in-
cludes a short discussion of education in the church, its
asims and objectives, and the place and responsibility of the
pastor as educator. In the chapter "The Relationship of the
Pagtor to the Homes of His Parish” an attempt has been made
to give a brief picture of the contenporary home and an overe
all pieture of the pastor's relationship to it as found in
this study. Chapter IV deals more gpacifically with the
pastor's functions as educator in these homes as ascertalned
by survey techniques. In Chapter V, ways of enlarging and
improving this ninistry are suggested., The final chapter

is for the purpose of summarizing and presenting conclusions.

19 Log. cit.



IV, IETHOD OF PROCEDURE

In addition to the use of an extensive bibliography
of booke, magazines, and paumphlets; and letters wrlitten to
various religious organizations and leaders requesting sug-
gestions amd materials, questionnaires were sent out to
pastors and to homes in the parishes to ascertain what 1s
being done by pastors and to obtailn suggestions as to whal
night be done in Christian howe education,



SHAKTER 11
THZ PASTOR AS EDUJATOR

JZpporiance of Juristien edugation. If she church to-
day is lass effective than 1t should be in helping soclety,
part of the responsibility for this ineffectiveness resis
upon its educational systewm, The indictment has been made
that Protestant churches have "resred a generation of reli-
gious illiteratss. nl

Christian education is impartaent. Teaching--~ a form
of communication--and revelation were interwoven in the las-
ter's relationship with liis dissiples. while nelther teach-
ing nor revelation can be substituted for each other,
Shristian education 1s essential as a neans of communicating
the hristian Gospel from ome generation Lo another. iven
as past generations would have had no knowledge of it had 1t
not been trangmitted, "so the pr@ﬂwnt.aﬁd future generations
will remain ignorant of it unless -hristian people accept

the responsibility of Jhristlan teaching, "@

AMms and objectives of :iristian educatlon. In

1 Arthur W, Hewltt, ﬁgghl%pg Shepherds (Chicagos
wWillett, -lark and Company, 1939), . 35.

U Ltristian Falth Life. A Program for Church and
Home (5Uu;§WOf Shristian %&Q a%ian of the Presbyterian

Shurch in she U. 8. A., l?#?),_p‘ De
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education, the sir is not merely to convey a body of facts
but to prepare the individual for complete livingy it is,
theoretically at least, concerned with the totality of per-
sonality.' Agcording to II Tinothy 3:16,17, "All scripture"”
(the basic textbbok of Christianity) "is given. . .that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.¥ It geempg evident that the church mist be an educa-
tional institution in the fullest sense,

If any progran 1s to be effective, 1t mist have soune
aslear cut objectives. Vieth gives five purpeses Of objec-
tives. They give direation, preper sequence, furnish a
guide to activity, a gulde to the seleetion of natorials and
form s stendsrd for wmeasuring the effectiveness -of the pro-
gran,3

The Imternational Jouncil of Religious Iducatioen,
under ite inclusive policy, has worked out a set of objec-
tives which many religlous educators have accepted. Stated
briefly they are:

1. A Xnowledge of God which is true to shristian
teachiing and a growing sonsclousness of fellowship with
this  hristiike Ged,

2. A knowledpe and understanding of Jesus which will
%232.to personal commitment to him, and to his way of

3. An attitude toward life which is warnly and posi-
tively christian,
,”mﬂ«“““fw?agf“ﬁ. Vieth nggcgiy§§3%%‘$§;i§;gg§ Education
G

(liew Yorks Harper and Drothers, 1 y De 204



Wy A pgrowth in Christlike habits,
5. The atility to live as & Christian in society.

6. THe ability to participate actively in the church
fellowship.

7+ A Imowledge of the Bible which 1s dynamic and which
“leads to zest for continuocus Bible study,

: And recently there has been officially added an
eighths

‘iiegiuThe establishing and sustaining of  hristian fami-
This most recently added cbjective 1y of vital im-
portange and until ‘hristian educators, especially pastors,
hecome duly impressed with its significance and endeavor to
do something about it there will remain much to be desired
in the field of ’ hristian education, This could well be the

key to the whole problem of the weakness and ineffectiveness

of the church's program,
Bower and Hayward have stated the objective of the

chureh thus:

. » scOmplete Jhristian living which includes personal
‘aceeptance of Jhrist as Savior and his way of-life and
merbership in a Jhristian church, the Christlen rotive
1n making a2ll life-ehoices, and wholehearted participa-
tion in and constructive contribution to the progressive

pealization of a socisl order contrelled by Christian -
yrinciples.g

% Frank A, Lindhorst, The linister Teaches Religion
(Nashville: Abingdon-cokesbury, 19%5), p. 1l.

5 william J. Bower amd Percy R. Hayward Ezgﬁegtang,
ts tional Tagk Iogether (Appl@%cn, 1sconsin:

ism es its Iduca 8
SARtH %"alsaﬁgmbmé‘h Tng Joro 10k0), p. 6l.
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While the lattor pert of this objective seensg to be
somewhat ideslistic, 1t is a statenent of social responsi-
bility. Ilowever, none of these objectives are adequate in
thenselves. They must be superseded by the dynemic objec-
tive given by the Master Educator. He lmew why Ille cane,
narely, "that they might have 1ife, and that they might have
it more abundantly."® Stated simpl , the great objective of
Shristien education is the realization of a new ereaturehood
in Christ and preparation to implement the Great Commission.?

Responsibility of the pagtor. The pastor teaches re-
ligion. He cannot do otherwise. Every contact he rales

with people of =zay age will influence them. From his atti-
tudeé and actions they learn somethine of his philosophy of
life, his faith in God-.or lack of it--and something of the
aims and purposes for which he 1s working. Almost every-
thing the pastor of a church does has educative significance.

The minlster is the key person in the local church,
“By virtue of his position, the pastor in charge of a clurch
18 the key figure in that church's progran of hristian Edu-
cation."g He is the head of the staff, the one who sees the
whole program in all its asp&cté. This progran quite

6 Hply Bible, John 10:10.
7 Ibig., latthew 28:19,20.

8 Hobert Glenn Hassengale, "The Pastor and Christlan
Sducation,™ Ihe Pagtor, 14:5,7, Septewber, 1950,
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naturally includes the social, cownunity, and home life of
the pecple of the parlsh.

The pastor 1s called to serve the entire constitu-
ency. Thus it is his responsiblility to make each segrent of
the eongregation conseious of its part in the total progran;
it is his duty to explain to his people to what end their
corporate encrgy should be directed and why. But before he
can do this he himself must have an overall picture of the
work to be done. He must have definite goals and objectives.

Fallaw suggests four minirum requirements for the
pastor as seducator: he must understand the purposes and
methods of ’hristien sducationj he must give leadership in
forrmulating and executing the local program of Christian
educationy he needs to enploy creatlve and democratic reans
for working with his peoplej and he should hiuself be a
teacher as well as a preachsr,g In addition to this list
of essentials, he must know the Lord in personel fellowship
and daily prayer. He rmust know himself, his owm wealnesses
and strong pointsy he must kmow the neods-ef his peoplej he
must ¥now ehureh history in general and the history of his

own local church in particular.lg

9 Wesner Fallaw, "The Roles of linistors and Directors
in Jhristian Edueation," Keligious Jducation, 45:4l-7,
January, 1950,

10 J. .lark Hensley, The Pastor as ixducational
Nirector (Kansas Jit,, Kansas: Central Seninary Press, 1946),

p. 51 1.
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Always the pastor's question should be, whether in
the worship service, im the classroot, in howe ministration,
in recreation or in whataver phase of his work he may find
himself cngegedy "Just what religious values am I seeking
for tbe greup in this entarprise?"id

.-The pastor must.be a psychologist to be an educator,
fie must kgow his people and 1n everything he does hove them
in.wind, understanding what they are like, how they will
»robably react in situationsy what methods will most likely
cause their reactians\to be favorable in the developuant of
Christian living. |

To regard the pastor as educator does not change the
basic purpose of the christian ministry wﬁi&h is "o ;adk
énd to save that which was lost!"y rather it includes ln such
a uinistry the ministry of ﬁaaching.

The busy pastor must not’ba 50 busy as to neglect the
hones and individualsof his parish., This porsonal ninistry
is especially signifiaént in the present day., The pastor
sust relate himself to the various groups in the houmes of
his perish. Iis responsibility as educational director in
the chureh includes the irportant task of education in the
home, In thls study an attempt is nede to shou how ng;canv
effectively aceomplish this vital part of his tasl, (

i1 1pig., p. 222.



CHAPTER IIT
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PASTOR TO THE HOMES OF HIS PARISH

A brief survey of the contemporary home shows its need
for stabiliszation. The pastor as representative of Christ
and the g¢hurch in the eommunity should be in the positiem to
halp the family to become a creative force faor good in soci-
ety.

2 orary home., The home "the center of all
time and the symbol éf‘eternity,"l iz the basic unit of so-
clety. Since this {s true, it is imperative that there be
'unity within the unit! if society is to stand. The truth
of the statement made by Fallaw that ". . .individualism is
replacing familism 8s the dominant characteristic of the
home"2 1is apparent in many homes today. What is causing
ﬁhis individualism, this disunity, this disintegration of
the family and the home?

Numerous and repld changes in education, in sclence,
and in industry in recent years have had a profound effect

on the home,

1 Martha Boone Leavell, g;lﬁigg AC %ris;igg Home
(Nashville: The Sunday School ’Board of the Southern Baptist

Convention, 1936), p. 13.
2 Wesner Fallaw, "The Home and Parent Bducation,”
eéltor

%giggﬁa;;on n Religious Education, FPhilip H, Lotz
Nashvilles %gingdon-uokesbury Press, 1950), p. 23é
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The changed stetus of women, with the result that her
life is no longer centered almost solely arcumd the home and
the churchj the inereased urbanigation of the population re-
sulting in smaller and more congested living quarters,
smaller families, heterogeneous eultures, and the lowering
of stendaris and controlsy the fact that both parents are
often emploved @hd away from home much of the time; inereased
mehilitys commercial reercational establishmentss a higher
standard of liwing; war--these and many other factors have
playsd havoc with the familiar family type found fifty years
ago. This is not to say that all these changes are bad in
themselves, but it wmust be admitted that there is something
to be desired when it can be sald that "the Amerlean home 1s
wnder an oxy:en tent, sick almost to death."3

From & recent survey kaken in a midwestern school, of
the 660 ehildren included in the survey 221 were Ifrom broken
homes. From 1900 to 1940, there was a 73 per cent ingrease
in populétien, a 121 per cent inorease in uarriage and & 37
per cent imerease in aivaraa.“ J. Bdgar Hoover has listed
seven bad influences which are jeopardlzing fanily life tow-
day: neglect, broken homes, unhappy homes, bad example, lack
of disocipline, doting parents and cutside influences such as

a1 DS AR 7 (O s b AR

3 Hazen Werner, "dveryihing ﬁll Righ$ at Home," Ihe
me., 8:0. ki £f,, March, 19%9.
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the movies, the radio, and orime~books.”

Groves a@ays that the broken home will mlways be a
problem ta be dealt with but whether there are few or many
of these homes the success with which they are handled will
be primgrily determined by the scundness of society and the
efficiency of its relief organizations.® This seems to som-
plete the vicious circle: sogiety will be only as sound as
the baglc unit of that society and the basic unit depends
upon the soundnesgs of society for its permanency of organi~
zation,

This comment by Groves leads to the statement by Fal-
law as to the significance of the fact that "soelal sclene
tiste give little or no place to the church as an agensy to
be counted on for strengthening family life and elevating it
to an ethical and religious level."’ If it be true that the
church hag failed in this capacity to such an extent that 1t
ecan no longer be econsidered as a possible gsource of help,
there 1s grave need that it be awakened to its regponsibility.

There are various causes for broken homes such as

S Charles C. Seleeman, 15§;§g Hgg in the He
(Nashvilles The Upper Room, 1 s PP. 2

6 Zrnest B. Groves, _gg_a Family (Chicagos J.
B. Li?pinﬁ@tt LO-, 193}“"): Pe

7 Wesner Fallaw, Ihe Modern snd the Teaching
Shurgh {(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1 ), Pe
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divorce, death, religious differsnces, racial and cultural
differences, separation, the absence of ome parent, constant
migration, depression, war. Whatever the cause, there is
danger to the security of the home.

& broken family does not necessarily become unstable
or unwholesome, but it does ensounter extraordinary haz-
ards, and the outcome of its t»ying experience depends
upon the charaater of the family members, the former
gtandards and practice of the home, and the amount of
assistagca 1% receives when 1t reguires help to meet its
ordeal,

Beaven? suggests that sinee suppert from without seems
to have been removed, the family mmst be held together from
within. Need for economic support is no longer an adequate
stimmli for staying together as s familly. There is no so-
¢ial compulsion as formerly when divoree was almost conside-
ered grounds for ostracism, The restraint of religious and
moral teaching is insufficient. And gertainly the legal
aspect, which makes divoree so simple, is neo ald in welding
the family together. "Only when the members of a family ex-
perience in their daily lives the sobering restraining, mor-
alizing, and purifying influences of raligion,"le can that

home be eonsidered %o be secure.

8 Groves, op. ¢it., p. 281.
9 A. W. Beaven, The %%gg Art of Living Together (New
] 7y Do

York: George H. Doran Co., xiv.

10 Grace Sloan Overton, The Home in a Changing Culture
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1935), p. 71.
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Ihe Christian home., A family may be religioms and

yet not be Christian, These two terms are not synonymous
and a distinction should be made, However, for this study
the terms have been used somevhat interchangeably snd when
the word religion is used it is to be understood as refer
ring to Ohrigtianity, unless otherwise specified.

Martha Leavell suggests four things religion does for
the home. It simplifies the problems; sublimates the home
activities--“whatsoever ya do, do all to the glory of God®
(I Cor, 10:31)y it flavors the interests of the home, estad
lishing a taste for the good and discarding the bad; and
finally, it standardizes the home relationships, furnishing
a Guide Book and in addition, power from above to follow the
way mapped out in tha.Book.ll

What ig a Christien home? It 48 a home in which the
Spirit of Christ abides and in which the members, having
been led to experience the revitalizing power of that Spirit
in the Naw Birth, join together in a cooperative, democratic
way learning to live abundantly and serve unselfishly.,

Pen marks of a Christian home as given by Hazen Werner
inslude these factorst: respect for the sacred worth of every
person in the homej spiritual unity sufficient to transcend
differences; a growing spiritual life and consciousness (this
apiritual 1ife should be a natural part of family living); a

11 Leavell, op. git., pp. 26 ff,



higher lowel of living fur ovory member of the fanilyy a
home of craative, happy 1iving- not forced and artificialg
romanze kept aglow by suiritusl renewmly a Nouwe bLhat sees
1tsalf thro oh the eyes of God; a fanily that zrays; & J65-
wine derwcrncy of home lifey and & congeiousness of sn eter-
nal bond.l12

The tie to establish & Shristien home iz st Ats very
inception, When fwo youmz people decids to becoms one they
shouwld put Jhrist in thelr plang, Shen after the howe has
been built on a firm foundation there mast be a dolly dedi-
sat'on of it to Him,

prental respong Parenthocd 18 n great re-
spongibility., It would be well for every parent to yead a
ohallenging booklet written by Osear Z. Fought, entitled Sg
Parent. He points out the sobering fact that the
ahild after ho has been borm will live forevor.
As you train r mmm remeuber that when God sompands
parents to bel 1g i chilizen in the mmture and

adronition of f {Bpii. 6:4), He gives them & full-
time assignuent. 3

Paprents should have a vital faith in Godj an eipor-
fence of salvationj strength in dody, nind and soulj and
asensearation to the task, They must be a:anples. The

14 ‘Hagen C. Werner, Ihe Larhs 2 Jhristien
(Vashviller: The Upoer R@m,”%&f Sy oDe ’

13 Cgoar B, Joualbl, (8t. Louls,
1dgsouris Cencopdia Eutﬁ.iamngx%u% 5
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atmosphere of the howe will be made more Jhristian by having
in it good plotures, mottoes, books, etc., but unless meme
bers of the fumily see Christianity lived out before thenm
the created atmosphere may seem forced and artifieial.

The more experlences a family can share together and
the stronger the bonds between the members of the family,
the richer the family life wlll be, In the growing family,
the task of raising children and preparing them for the task
of finding thelr own way in life and of making the best con-
tribution possible toward a more Christian soclety should
prove sufficient challenge to bind the parents together; and
as the children grow and see the devotion of thelr parents
to each other and to God, they in turn will be challenged to
form Christian homes of their own,

The sad fact remains that thers are a negligible num-
ber of such homes to be found in our so~called Christisn so-
ciety. A# Grace Owcrion says:

If we as christians were as serious as the Comunists,

the Hazis, and the Fascists, in training for what we be-

lieve in, . .we would raisiha generation ready to bscome
active Christian citizens,

The pastor: his responsibility. Part of the respon.
sibility for this deficiency can be placed upon the church
and upon the offlcial representative of the church--~-the pas-

tor. The pastor cannot afford to think his task complete

1% overton, gp. gite, p. 139.
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when he has conducted the worship service on Sunday and per-
haps a midweek s:rvice. Besides being the preacher, he is
"a ghepherd, a comamity leader, He is the officlal repre-

priest as well as the prophet in corporate matiors. nld
Again, let it be said that almost everything the pastor of

& churaeh does has educative significance,.

His personalitvy. The pastor to be truly effsctive
mist have an understanding heart, He wmust be a Spirit-
filled, God-called man seeking not his own will, He must
have love for peoples; if he does not love people, he should
net enter the ministry, Another trait which 1t is inperae
tive that he possess is common sense. Though he be sincere
in his motives and intentions, if he does not exsercise this
quality, he will in all probability be deomed tc failure,
He must not be a "social woron."®  He must be a gentleman
in every sense of the word.

His 11fe is an open book read by all men of his cone
munitv. It gannot be other than clean and wholesome if he
is to be the representative of Jhrist to his people, His

exaxple will perhaps have as much or more influence than

15 Harold C. Mason, "The Director of Christian Educa-
tion," The Christian Minister, 1:15-17, Jamuary, 1950,

16 Arthur W. Hewitt, Higg%gng Sh@ erds (Chicago:
Willstt, Clark and Company, 1939), p.
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all his preeshing and teaching,

His pelationship to his people. What should be his
mission in the homes of his parish? As Jowett has said,
there will be nc change in nission, werely a change in sphere
~~from the churech to the home. He is still a messenger bear-
ing the Good Hews. His task wlll not be less important
thaugh perhaps mors 4ifficuli: a sermon ig sasier than a
convsrsation,1?

The pastor should know the people in their homes, He
ghould make an effort to remember names and faces, His must
be & gaﬁmiaﬁ and sincere interest, love and concern. He
will need to learn the fagts about the parish, but he must
not listen to gossip.

In too many parishes it is true that the pastor feels
that the young pecples' problems are too involved, the old
pecple are uninteresting, sick people should be left tec the
physician and problems of the unmarried are dangerous, The
result is that

our clergy have baptized the bables with pilous words,
married the young with liiltle counsel, buried the &a&d
with little hope and stood helplessly before the be-
reaved, It is safe to say that eighty~five to ninely

per cent of the clergy today are doing littile effﬁgtive
pastoral work or personal ecounseling of any kind.

1773, B. Jowett, eagher His Life and Work
(NW Yﬁl‘k: G@Ol"gﬁ ho D()rm UQI’ 1912), Pe 7 -

18 Russell L. Dicks tor and Herggggl
Goungeling (New York: Mac 1ian an Co., l )y Do
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The pastorts plans must inelude all the people of his
parishs the sick and sorrowing, the aged and infirm, the
newcomers, the unchurchel and unsaved, the young and old,
He rmst not neglect the uncongenial, the unpromisinz, He
maat make the little folks feel that they belong. He dare
not overlock the shy adolescent; the young people absorbed
in school interestsy those about to establish homes or al-
ready adjusting to marital relations, He uzust be eomforter,
peacenaker and counsellor.lg

Is this task too comprehensive for one man? Louis
and Malcolm Sweet have pointed out two unfavorable effects
neglect of pastoral sorvice will have: It will build up &
barr.er between the prsacher and his people which sometines
herdens into opposition and it will almost ineviiably bring
about a lack of aim and definition in preaching with regard
to human need.20 Chureh members ean give unvaluable aid but
the task of the pastor is his and his alone.

This ministry should certainly be an integral part of
the larger educational program of the church, How the pag-
tor functions in education in the homes of his parish through

vigitation, through study c¢roups, through the worshlp service

19 The cshristisn Mission Among Rural People (New
York: Rural lissions Jooperating com-ittee of the Foreign
lissions Conference of North Ameriea, 19%5), p. 211.

20 Louis M. Bweet and Malcolm 5. Sweet, The Pastor%
Ministry im Qur Time (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1949},
p. 30. | :
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CHAPTER IV
HOW THE PASTOR FUNCTIONS IN THE EDUCATION OF THE FAMILY

The supreme objective of home instruction in religion
is to bring persons to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, a
realization of the perfection of His life, His teachings,
His ideals and His personality. Could this be accomplished,
nany of the problemsg of the home would be resolved., How-
ever, there would still be the need for Christian nurture,

Feucht outlines seven points in what he calls a blue~-
print of action for a program of Christian family life educaw

tion.
1., Thorough Christian indocirination for young and
old. '
2, Premarital and postmarital counseling,

3. Adoption of some type of Christian home standard
or sharter.

4. A practical program of service, especially to new
families when they move into a parish and to parents
after the birth of a child.

5, Using youth and adult eorganizations to train for
Christian family living,

6. Short courses of study in youth and adult classes.

7. Greater home~ghurzh ac-operation.3

T oscar E. Feucht, & Family Life ran for the
Pari%g, (8%. Louis: The Lutheran Chureh--lissouri Synod,
N Qo b P- ?o
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In an attempt to ascertaln what is being done at pres-
ent; how pastors are functioning as educators in the homes
and what the members of these homes desire that the pastors

do further, & survey was made.

Quastionnaires to pastors. Fifty-four questionnaires
wers sent to pastors of various denominations. In the re-
plies at least nine denominations frou thirteen states and
canada were represented, The majority of the pastors repre-
sented small churches, many of thege In rural commmities,
Only three of the forty-three pastors replying had ‘a Dirsc-
tor of Religious Education in thelr churches. Thirty pas-
tors considered themselves to be educational directors,
eight of them with reservations. Five answered negativelys
one stated that his wlfe served in that capacityj; another,
that the associate pastor 41id this work.

Questionnalres to howe makerg. A similar question-
naire was prepared to be sent to homes, OSixty-one of these
were sent to homes in as many different parishes. These
homes were ehosen on the basis of belng representative Shris-
tian homes, Most of them are in small commnities and one
or both of the parents ars menbers of the ehurch. Replies
came Trom homes representing at least twelve Protestant de-
nominations and ome from a home in which the mother is Jath-

oliec. Thesge homes are located in twelve states and Canada.
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The pastor znd education in the home. In answer to
the spesific gquestion: "How do I act as educator in the
homes of my parish?" one peastor replied that the pastor ed-
ucates through the exaiple of his own home. PFour of the
pastors mentioned visltation, "In ealling I endsavor to get
close to all membayrs of the family in order to understand
possible problems, Then as opportunity presents itself I
try to make helpful guggestions.” Ope pastor said that eve
ery fam'ly has its Individual problems and by continued visi-
tation the pastor gains the confidence of the femily and can
tbus become eounsmellor end helper.

Another answersed that he educates through the shurch
school, emphasis in the worship service, dlscussion and coun~
gzellings and still another, by giving out ideas, plans, sug-
gestions and information by word, traets, beooks and other
literature, "I have class discussions on Christian BEducation
and give my best in leadership. Some of these answers ree
veal that the pastor realizes that part of his work with the
family is done through the church program,

Through the church program. There are numerous groups
and organizations within the church which have been formed to

meet the needs of the various types of indlividuals who cone
stitute the body as a whole., The Sunday school is ordinarily
divided inte sge groups. The young people have thelr soci-
eties; the women have their societies., (In all too meny
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olmrehes the men of the congregation are sorewhat neplested.)
lieny churehes now have the Daily Vacation Bible School to
furthor care for the religious educatlonal needs of the chil-
dren,

In viow of these many loyslties and interests, sone
one has said that "Christian edueabiom, through its departe
nental progrem, has divided the family and has put little
in its program te weld the fawily as a unlt."? This is not
s plea for the elimination of the depsritumental program but
rather to so integrate 1t with the total program of the
chureh that when the family members come together either in
the churoh or in the home they have something to share,

The complete educationsl system of the logal ohurech
ghould be unified under the supervision of the pastor. Fre-
quently the pecople, and often the pastor himself, fall to
realize that he 1s general administrator and supervisors
that it 1s his task to see that the literature used is of
the best quality availables that the teachers, officers,
and leaders are qualified both spiritually and education-
allysy and that the organizations are run efficiently and to
the best advantage. BResentment may be the result if the
pastor falls o use diplommey 1s assuming his responsiblli-
tyy or disintegration and inelfectivensess, 1f he shirks his

2 Frank A. Lindhorst, The Minister Teache
(NHashville: Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1945), p. Y1
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duty.

Lindhorst suggest a number of things which are nec-
essary for effective gooperatlion bebtween pastor and peocple,
The pastor must be sure that his workers lknow and understand
the geals for which they are working, He needs to develop
true friendship with hkis workers mt avoid favorites or
overfaalliarity. He should encourage workers to make their
own ¢onteibution in thoughts and plans. He showld show &p-
preciation for good work and thus encourage the individual
%o grow, He should try his utmost to dlscover and utilize
the telents of his ghureh membaers,3

Through the leadership in the vapious organizations
of the ehurch, the pastor cen mske gontact with the fanmily
unit and can inject ideasg which may directly or indirectly
serve ag guldss to family living,

In visiting the differsnt groups, he should not go as
a stern supervisor to see what is or 1s not belng done, but
make 1t clearly understood that he desires to become ac-
quainted with, and show that he 1s interested in, both the
parents and the childreu.

As the pasteor listens to the discussions he will dis-
cover the points of sindlarity or digsimilerity in the think-
ing of the varlous groups. He will thus become better
equipped to formulate & program whieh will help in the

ATg.ihiﬁo, pp 102 £.
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Chpigtian educstion of the family in termg of wnited inter-

ests, This can be done, though not without effort and co-
operation, if the objectives and alms of eash organizationm
in relation to the other organizations are clearly and spe
cifically stated and kept before the leaders., It iz vitally
important that there be no conflict in these objeactives but
clear evidence of a comaon purpose.

The members of the family must be mede to realize
that they are not being further divided because of participa-
tion in different organizations but that all the organiza-
tions are working toward the same goal--that of a compatible
Christian famlily having as its larger goal the realization
of a Christian societly.

Perhaps a partisl solution to the danger of frage
mentation through divided interest would be special Tamily
nights or days or special recognition of the family group by
the church. TIwenty-four home malkers revealed that they dia
have, %o a greater or less degree, something like that in
their churehes. Specilal corrumion services where the family
is urged to gome as a unit; special family nights during re-
vival mestingss fellowship suppers and soclal times tines
were some of the activities mwentioned., Comcerning one parw
ticular chureh whieh 4id observe a family night, the point
was made that thesa'affairs 3;re strictly scocial and while
they were good in themselves it might be better to spend
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some of the time inm the situdy of family problens.

The worshlp servige. As has been stated, the primary
objective of Christian education is to relate the individusl
to his Maker through a vital Christian experience. This
often comes as a direct result of a sermon, although there
may be many factors which have contributed indirectly.

The much debated children's sermon has its place,
Pleune suggests that the e¢hildren's sermon should not be cone
sidered merely as an end in itself but as a means of making
parents realize that the minister is desirous of sharing
their task in the home and of giving further assistanae.h

Series of sermons with emphssis on the home, in cone
junetion with related activities in the other organizations
often prove effective. After such a concentrated emphasis,
Lindhorst proposes the use of a checkecard similar to the
followings

Seeing the need for providing devotional practices in

my (our) home, I (we) have decided to make our home 1life
more nearly christlike by

Saying grace regularly at meals.

Spending a few minutes daily in fawdly devotions.

Watching my (our)conversation to keep it clean, con-

structive, and void of unkind remarks about others or
about ithe church,

Reading my {our) ehurch paper regularly,

% pater Pleune, Some to be Pastors (Nashvilles
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1%%??9‘ ) .*-ﬁ-m
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Providing wholssome recreation in the home for all

membera of the farily, and remembering_to follow such
an experience with devotional @10&1ng.5

In eomnection with the question of special sermons
for the family, one home maker suzgested that there were few
such sernons, except for Jhristian living and Jhristian
growth while sometimes scriptures were given in prayer meet-
ing on such matters as ghoosing mates and divorce. Another
stated that there were sermons on chlldren obeying thelr
parents and parents having worship with them. Still another
observed that the pastor of their church did have special
sermons always bringing out in them the relationship of the
home, church and community. One of the pastors dedicates
each third Sunday to the family.

Worship services should call forth greater sonsecra~
tion, decisions for 1ife work and other aspects of the Jhris.
tian 1ife. Further, wership services should teach specific
things. The minister through the worship service should in-
st11l in all present a reverence for God and for His house,
If the pastor can cause the parents to realize the signifi.
gance of thig it will be much less difficult to impress it
upon the children. <Jhildren and young people are easily led
and to a great extent do what they sse others do., Because of
tbhis fast, another prerequisite for the Jhristian home is
that the parents accompany, rather than send, their children

S Lindhorst, op. git., p. 46.
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to Qhurahe
For the most part they fthe educational plans and
procsdures of the churcly have been pulpit-centred,
ritual-centred, or church gchool-gcentred., They have
not been family-centred, and so they have nissed much

of their power ang parents have overlooked a major part
of their ealling,

Through study groups. The idea of the Hebrews was
that the parent be educated and in turn educate his child.
(Deut. 6316 ff.) But not only must the parent be educated,
technically speaking, in the law snd the prophets, in church
ritual and customs, etc.; he must be itrained for his task as
a parent. DBy the way parents act their childwen will knew
whether or not they believe in God,7

It is a fact well-known and acknowledged that atti-
tudes are more often asaquired through association than as a
regult of direct, deliberate teaching. It 1s essential that
parents reslize the necessity of being equipped educationally,
morally, and spiritually to lead thelr children.

The main objective of the church, wiith respect to the

parents' class, should be to £find ocut with parents where
their limitations lie in their responsibility as reli.

gious teachers in the homey and so plan with them how %o
gorraect these limitations,

6 L, Foster Wood, "Family Life Education,” Relig
Education, ¥51212-21k, July-August, 1950. p. 213.

7 Bthlyne Babaock Staples and Edward D, Staples,

& christian Home (Nashvilles: Abingdon-Cokesbury
13 19&%}; P 10.

8 Wesner Fallaw, Thg M Parent o Tear
Shurch (New York: The &aGmiITE%Q%%;j§§§$73%§%;§%%.Ewﬁﬁhégg
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Xothing less than enlistment of parents to teach in

the home--by example more than precept--znd regular
training perioeds for equipping pgrents for their job as
Christisn teachers will suffice.

In the plamning of study groups as in other activi-
ties of the church the pastor should act as supervisor,

Sometines there is a lack of understanding and syme
pathy betwsen the various age groups,., Instead of trying to
gsmooth over these apparent conflicts, it is the privilege as
well as the duty of the pastor tc organize groups bringing
together the conflicting ideas. Through panels, forunms,
discussions and other methods these differences may often he
gleared up.

Parent-tescher groups in the church school may be
formed in which parents find out what their children are be-
ing taught, and if the teachers are as efficient as they
ghould be, learn educational methods which may be used with
mugh benefit in the home,

Hasel Thomson wr' ing in Tha Jhristisn Minister says,

If I were a minister I womld organlzZe a clasgs for

teaching love, courtship, and warriage. And I would be-
gin with tha %aenuagara. Christian homes are at stake
unless the church gomes into grips with delinquency and
broken homes. I would also conduct a class for parents
on child training., The church must nignteract the many
Pallanieg in modern child psychology.

Concerning the question of study groups, one home

TTTUYIREL pe 73

10 Hazel Thomsen, "If I Were a Minister™ Christian
Minister, 1:18-19, Jaﬁuary, 1950. e
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maker replied that instruction was given to both groups.
(This reply esme from the only Roman Catholic home meker in-
cluded in this survey.) Another said that the pastor holds
study groups on "Family Living." Several mentioned young
people's meetings. One sald that vhile they had no study
groups in their church she thought they would be helpful.
Another replied that parents' study groups are what the
church needs, "After all the most important job a parent
bas is training children in such a way that thelr lives will
be somplete and worthwhile (physically, mentally and spirit-
ually)." Another stated that they had training courses
(teaching) on holiness. "Sometimes some of the problems are
teughed on in Sunday school classes," sald another. One
howe maker imeluded two sets of questions used in their adult
study group. They included such questions as these:

How is racial tolerance learned by our young people?

How can we npetter plan for the use of the family car ¢n
gertaln nights?

Bow often should a child be permitted to go to the show?
Iz the instability of the family a sign of family falle
ure? (Juvenile delinguency, adult crime, alcoholism,
mental breakdown)

Which types of radio programs are helpful and which
types are bharmfyul to family life?

These and many more very pertinment questions have bsen dils-

cusgsed in parent study groups in %his particular church,
The pastors answered alimost as skeishily as did the
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home makers on the euestion of study sroups. Fourteen of

them said they had parent study zroups; sixteen, young peo-
plets groupsy five, periods when parents and youth could
talk over thelr problems together, However, most of the
pastors sald they had no set periods outside the regular
meetings of the Sunday sehool, Womans'! Soclety, Youth Fel-
lowship, etc.

The guestionnasires showed the apparent need felt by
both parents and pastors for more study groups. Some 'fur-
ther suggestions'! giwven by the home makers included having
study groups for young people, dealing with the problems of
courtship and marriage and for young parents. Another suge
gested the study groups for young people "inasmuch as young
pecple today are marrying outside the church and so many are
marrying non-Christians and are finding out in many cases
that it does not work out." The Roman Cathollc mother sug-
gested regular instruction in the many phages of family life
for the family as a whole. She felt that the study for par-
ents and for youngsters separately is filme but if the parents
and children attended spocial classes in a group the effect
would be lasting and surely benseficial,

One parent maid he felt that this is a topic (young
people's study groups on courtship and marriage) that is woe-
fully neglected ln our country churches. Another said that
he and his pastor have discussed study groups on home 1iife
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but decided it would not get cooperation from the people.
Perhaps the pastor should educate the pesople to sec the need
for such groups.

In addition to the types of study groups already men
tioned, one naturally thinks of the pastor'e regsponsibility
in relation to teacher~training groups and preparatory memne
bership classes,

Ihrough g;unagiigg. .Clogely allied to the study
group method though on an individualized scale is the come
paratively new but highly significant method known as pas-
toral counseling. Nore and more ministers and educators are
reaslizing the importance of counseling. Classes in counsel-
ing are being set up in colleges and seminaries. Many bodks
are being written on it. It is & much talked-about subject
which is being practiced with varying degrees of success.

It is often easisr to gilve advice to a group than to
an individual. This perhaps accountg for the fact that in
pany cases there 1z less effective ministry through individ-
ual counseling and visitation than through the pulpit pres-
entation of the gospel., However, all who need help may not
be secking advice so much as a sympathetie listener, Unfor-
tunately, sometimes the pastor's personality is not such as
to attract people to him for counsel, advice or even ‘sympa~
thetic listening,!



39
. . .a pastor whose sermons reveal experience with life,
a bumhle spirit and an understanding heart, from whom
people feel they can reasonably expect sympathetic help
in»analyzing their giihlems and not just denunclation or
exgormunication. .
is the kind who will cause psople to coms to him for help,

811 menmbers of the fanily ahduld fedl free to go to
the bastqr with thelr problems with the asswrance that con-
fidential matters will not be revealed but that the pastor
haz the best interests of the individual and the family at
heart.

Since individuals usually come to the pastor volun.
tarily for counsel, it may be assumed that they come for the
purpose of being helped and may reveal hidden desires, pos-
sibilities or talents which otherwise might not be discovered.
If the pastor is alert as he should be he will grasgp these
opportunities to locate and encourage development of talents
and leadership and potential power for the good of the church
and the home as well as the individuwal,

If the pastor has the confidence of those who come to
him, his counseling can prove to be one of the means of edu-
cating the homes of his parisgh in the ways of Christian
living.

In answering the guestion concerning perscnal coune
seling, the majority of the home makers seemed to fesl that

the pastor is quite ready and willing to serve in this

I1 plpert W. Palmer, The Minister's Job (Chicago:
Wille‘t‘t, Jl&l‘k & '30., 193? 9 De 300 -
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capacity. In two cas:s the answerg were negative; five gave
no snswar and twe thought it a very negligible part of his
work. One ssld that anyome felt free to go to their pastor
or ask him to come to the home. GSometimes the pastor sees
problems and goes to the person in Christisn love, Another
suggested that his pastor had the personality which made one
feel he conuld always go to him, The Jatholic home maker
gald they arse always urged to go to their pastor with any
problen--no matter what the nature. He weighs the pros and
aong and glves counsel accordingly.

The pastors, as & rule, sald they had no speclal per-
iod for counseling but were avallable at any convenient time.
More of them stated that young people and young adults, @s-
pecially those contemplating marriage, came to them more
frequently than amy other group. One pastor said that peo-
ple outside his church cawe to him mest frequently for coun-
gel, However, he felt this was because the problems of the
people within his membershlpy could be discussed during his
visits in their homes.

Another pastor enclosed a copy of a letter which he
sometimes sends to eouples planning to be married who are
too far away to gcome to him personally. This very inclusive
and beneflclal letter was divided into five parts and 1s
briefly outliped below:

1, Marriage is ‘holy' matrimony=--a spiritual
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undertaking,
2, How well do you know each other?
A, To extreme differences

B, Do not harbor resentments but do not be finding
fault contimually. Kesep differences in the open.

3. Who 13 'Boss'?
A. The bank account
B, Live within ths income
Ce Do not share your home unless abgolutely ngoc-
z:igfyw~&ayacially wlth another couple not your pap-
L, Children?
A. Bex-life
i. books suggested
ii, seek physician's counsel
5. Faithfulness and complete trust foundationsl
A. Devotional life
i. pray together
ii. join and support a church
Thie sawe pastor gives ssch couple vhom he marries a
letter "mostly devotional in nature meling an appeal for the
establishment of a Jhristlan home at the very begimning of
their married life™ to be read later when the two are alone,
while traveling o before retiring.

pgh visitation. As in modern edusation, the pas.
torts program mast be flexidble enough to sllow for the
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unexpected or Lo take gare of felt needs which may arise,
Yot he will need to budget his time to some extent and one
important section of this budgeted program will be visita.
tion,

The pastor most recently mentioned felt that while a
number of individuals did coms to him for counsel, wsually
with problems in thelr personal spiritual life, he made his
greatest contribution while visiting in the homes, where
problems are membtioned and considered.

Instesd of valtlng for his parishloners ta come to
him as in counseling, in pastoral visitation the pastor goes
to his parishioners. This bas its advantages in that he can
reach a larger percentage of his people. HNot only can he
reach a lewger group of his owun people but he can often
ressh the unchurehed-~a group not ordinarlily reached In any
of the ways previcusly mentloned.

In visitation, the pastor should be able to depend
upon members of his flock %o gooperate with him and thus
legsen the load, However, visitatlom should not be done
ecarelessly or church visitors chosen promiscuously. Here
18 a very dangercus place for zeal withoult wlsdom,

The good pastor will set acquainted with and show an
interest in all members ef the family. Home visitation afe
fords & good opportunity for doing this. Of course, with
the complexity of modern living it is often difficult %o
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find a time when the whole family will be together,
The objectives in pastoral visitation have been given
ast
To guide progressive religious development within the
iﬁ?ﬁly by counsel, demonstration, distribution of litera-

To agsist in meeting crises of family life: death,
illness, estrangement, poverty

To share special occasions with the famlly: wadi&ng
anniversaries, home dedlcatlons commencement, ete.™*

To achieve the first of these objectives the pastor
may aid in the establishment of a family altar, personsl de-
votions, grace at meals, the habit of recognizing and using
goeod music and good literature.

One pastor stated that many people in the country and
small towns have opinions and ideas that need to be brought
up to date and the pastor is the one to give information,
The pastors in the main seemed to realize thelr duty and
privilege, while visiting in the home, to be one of spirit.
ual instruction and suggestion-.ways of establishing the
family altar; suggested reading matter for devotions and
child interest; discussion of problems of the Christian lifej
sharing with people the importance of the church to the tos
tal family life.

It is during these periods of visitation that the

T1Z ﬁggg’ and Chureh Work Together, Educational Bulw
letin No. 423 (New York: International douncil of Rellgious
Education, 19’40)1 Pe 48,
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pastor has great opportunity to gulde the thinking of the
Tamily along the lipne of spiritual growth., It is customary
%o expect to think along spiritual lines whlle in church bul
it will be fine indeed if the pastor can bring the family to
realige the importance of following in the home the instruc-
tion of Paul when he sald, ". . .whatsoever thinge are true
e » Jhomest, . ,Just, . JPUre., . Jlovely. . .0f good report;
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these thinga.“13

In achieving the secomnd objective, 'To assist in
meeting crises' the pastor has the privilege ag well as the
responsibility of being of service. This serviece is ren-
deved through the sermon and through the churchi but person-
al contact at the place where the arisis is most likely to
gccur-~in the home~-will often be much more meaningful.

The third objective involves the sharing of special
occasions. Again, the pastor can imbue special occasions
sugh as birthdays, dedication of the new home, and various
anniverssries with spiritual significance that will do mueh
to strengthen the home ties, This dees not mean that he
will obtrude upon the intimacy of family gatherings or that
he will abuse hig welcome, He will use tact and wisdom, but
will not ignore the opportunities these occasions afford to
educate nilg parishicmers in the msanimg of making every phase

13 Holy Bibls, Philippisns 4%:8.
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of living Christian.

The (uestiomnaires discloscd little amativity in this
particular area on the part of pastors other than in their
performance of the marriage gerenony. A few of them did mene
tion the fact that they had at tines dedicated new homes.

Pestoral visitation makes for better relations be-
tween the pastor and every member of his parish-~the young,
the old, the sick, the shut-in, the unchurched. It also
helps the pastor to sze the needs of his people, and it bet-
ter prepares hin to meet these needs through his pulpit wmin-
istry.

Hewitt says of pastoral visiting that it widens the
pastor's scope; it rightly motivates his preaching.

Unless he ig an outcast from the city of God, hs will
grow to love his people if he visits them; and when he
really loves them all selfish or mlstalren wmotives will
fade away before his earnest dfgire to preach the things
whieh will be helpful to them.
It prunes his sermonsj; it humanizes his preaching; it will
serve as & major source of sermonsi and it will be & meansg
of meling friends,l®

The question of pastoral visitation was one which
slicited more comment than any othey.

Varying with the size of the church, fourteen of the

S%agggggg (Chicago:

1% Arthur W. Hewitt, Highlan
Willett, Clark and Ceumpany,

15 1b1g., pp. 184 re,
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pastors had as thely goal for vigiting each howe a minimm
of once a quarter. Eleven stated that they vislted os time
allowed and peeds demanded; nine, omce or twice a year; and
three, cnee or twice a month,.

However, & numbey of the howms makers did not feel
that the pastor spent enocugh time visiting, Right of these,
at least, voiced the opinion that the pastor called only
when there was sickness or trouble; that his calls were only
casual eslls or were too infrequent, When asked to make
further guggestions of what should be done, fourtecn suge
gasted more regular visitationj at times when all were likely
to be presenty inte all homes; 'visitatlion other than when
you're sick,® One suggested hawving prayer during these vis-
its. Qné home maker whoge home is evidently rather influ~
entlal in the comunity said the pastor visited thelr home
but neglected others and further suggested that the pastor
do less institutional vigiting and make more contacts with
less prominent members of the ghurch. Another suggestion
was that the pastor wisit all homes in he comnunlty with the
help of aslurceh workers. Sald anther home maker, "Although
we are closs neighbors, good Methodists and friends he hasg
yet to make a oall on our home., This seems 5o strange to me
because it makes the minister seenm so distent and unfriendly.”
St111 another desires that the pastor "just visit us in his
everyday clothes once in a vhile and get gequeinted with the
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problems of rural people, in other words mix freely with his
parighioners.” Another suggesfad that the pastor needs some
system of visitation so that all members are contacted often.

Those who answerad that they felt that the pastor did
visit gufficiently secmed to feel this was ona of the most
vital contributions he made to thair\family lifes "his vis-
its were alwayg a source of inspiration for every activity
of life.”

In eonnection with visitation, one home maker suggested
that the pastor should be very careful in repeating, in his
sermons, sick room or home conversations and private inter-

views which night cause hurt.

Through the community and other agencies. The pastor
is a servant of the community and should show concern for
averything that tends to make the community better. He
should visit the sohool. officials, the librariang, the civic
of ficials and others working with construstive comunity
agencies, not for the purpose of offering adverse criticism
but to become acquainted and meke himself avallable.

After the pastor has acquainted himself with the re-
ligious, moral, econonic end industrial conditions of the
community he is in positlon to serve the community and
through this service the familiez of the community., This
he may do through an expandable program, civic organizations,

radlo, and the use of the newspaper.
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hnswers to the question of medla used to reach the
families of the parish indicated the church letter to be the
nost widely used. One pastor sald he employed every nmedium
within reach and found the newspaper and radio to be very
gooperative.

Sowe of the pastors felt that they could contribute
much through the Parent-Teacher Associastion, through scout
work and other civie organizations and could in this way
reach many unchurched people as well., One home naker sald
that their pastor at Parent-Teacher Assccilation meetings
sugzested goed literatwe for the home.

g, wWhile there arc innumerable ways in

which the pastor san gerve ag educator of tho fanilies of
his parish perhaps one of the most efficacious 1s that which
he does nost uneconsclously--in his own hone.
. . .apt to teach; &, . .One that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in gubjection with all gravi-
ty; 5. (For if a man know not how to rule his,gun house,
how shall he take care of the ehurch of God?)"

The somewhat trite expression ‘What you do speaks s0
loudly I camot hear what you say" is very applicable here.
The paster's home should be a demonstration of kindress,
respect foP personality, warnth of hospitality, and demo-
eretic living.

That the pastor'g home and personal life 1s influential

16 Holy Bible, I Timothy 3:2b, 4,5.
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in the education of the homes of the parish is maintained by
a nmurber of howe makers., Une seld their pastor had helped
thelr home by living & CGodly life. "Seven in the family Cof
the pastor;are real Christians, working for the Lord.™ An-
other statement wass he wus helped by the pastor living a
Godly l1life and preaching the full truth,

Another writer said, “Our pastor's home is an example
of consistant Christisn living and he preaches as he livesg.
Our parish accepis strong spiritual preaching and is happy
under his ministry,”

A home makar sald: "They kept our child when the
parent was illj; vhen father dled they kept all three. They
have shown the lova of Christ more and riores and proved ale
ways to be cur friends."

Replles as to what the pastor has done that hag es-
pecially helped the homes other than those already mentioned
included egein and sgain the help rendered dwring visitation
especially at the time of sicknesse.

Making all members of the family feel important was
apothar frequently mentioned ltum. One home maker wrote, he
has a “personal and gincers interest in all vembers of ny
fapilys;* he "keeps us posted and corresponds with umy son in
Japan." "He malkes the feen-agers feel important in the church
whieh will help hold them," replied another., From another
came this reply: ‘'He stresses that life in the home 1s most
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important; he preaches In sush & way that young people want
salvation; he has & way with them that mekes them want to do
bevtar; he talks to them, not over their heads.”

In one church the pastor's wife conducted a Junior
choir which lncreased the attendance of children at the Sun-
day morning serviee. The pastor of this chureh taught a
young people's class which, im the summer, met each Thursday
at his home for gumes, refreshuments, and a time of devotions.
This type of thing helped to strengthen the young people in
their faith,.

Another pastor included a news shset in the church
bulletin which was mailed regularly to each fanily. Filnms,
such as "The Rim of Che Wheel' which shows the tensions of
modern day living and the way in which to relieve these ten-
gions, were shown by another pastor.

Pve replies to the questionnaire contained no answer
to the question, "What are some things your pastor doss that
have especially helped your howe?! One contained the terse
bt sincore clause "lJan't think of any.'" Another stated
nothing that I can think of." Ancther replisd sinply "Noth-
ing."

The pestor most certainly has a grect responsibllity
and limitless opportunities in bis relationship to the homes
of his parish.



CHAPTER V

IMPROVING THZ EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THEZ PASTOR
IN THE HOHES OF HIS PARISH

One of the results of thisz study was the discovery of
how the postor may become nore proficient as an educator in
the homes of bhis parish, A nuiber of wethods named in this
chaptar have baen used to good advantage by pastors or were
suggested by them, or wers suggested by home makers. Still

others have come 83 & result of resezarch in cther arsas.

Discovering the needs. One method which the pastor
may use to obtaln data concerning his flock is the use of a
carefully formalated guestionnaire., Of course, this gques=
tionnaire, while distr buted to every hone in his parish, 1s
for the pastor's use alone. This must be elearly understood
in order th:t he get an honest, unblased picture.

In ansv7er to the question as to whether they had
used such & quesiionnalire, twenty-nine pastors said ‘not;
five replied 'yes.' Three said they had but not regularly.
Four pastors said they had not done so but thought it a goed
tdes and hoped to in the future. Another said he had used
talest questionnaires but this question had "opened a new
field of possibilities" t¢ him.

The pastor who is really concerned in his parish has
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a compassion for his people and discovers methods which will

be effective in mpeting situations., He has his eyes open
for new ideas and belps. In his visiting he may learn of
some interesting methed of conducting family worship; of some
useful literaturej he may see something which especially at-
tracts him as being worthwhile., With the permission of the
family, these discoveries may be described in the churech

bulletin or pastoral letter or incorporated in his sermon,

Stimulating family.conscicysness. Family-conseious-
ness could be stimulated through the use of a self-analysis

chart such as the one prepared under the auspices of the
Board for Parish Edusation of the Evangelieal Iutheran Synod
of Missouri, Ohlo and Other States. This ehart "is to help
parents locate and define weaknesses in the conduct of their
home and undertake improvements in specific areas of life in
the home,*l

Four pastors sald they had distributed a chart of
thiz nature; thres others had, but only once. Thirty-three
said thay had not. Of these, one intends to do so, another
believes it to be a good ldea where it can be accomplished,
snd a8 third said he had not prepared any nor been aware of
any on the printed market. Another pastor sald his preach-
ing ministry 1s intended to accomplish this.

i A Self-fnalvgis Fhart for the Home (The Board for
Parish Bducation of the Kvan gelical Lutheran Synod of
Missourl, Chio, and Other States, n.d.), n.p.
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The chart mentioned is divided into four major sec-
tions. Each section is subdivided inte small groups and
eéach of the smaller groups contains a number of statements
to be checked, It is briefly outlined as follows:
I. The Ideal Christian Home ,
A. Relationship of Husband and Wife
B, The Devotional Life
II. The Home as 2 School
A. The Children
B. The Youth
C. The Example of Parents
D, Culturs and Amusements
ITII. The Home and Church Relationship
A. Church Attendance
B. Eduwsatlonal Agencies
Us Church Werk
IV, The Home and Social Relationships
A. Beighborliness
B, Communit
Such a self-analysis chart as the one described is
quite inclusive and 1f conscientiously checked would prove
quite challenging. The pastor is the logical one to initi-
ate this procedure and should be prepared to aid the famli.
lies in the areas in which deficiencies are felt. In this
as in othar matters the people must feel that they can safe-
ly confide in their pastor and that thelr conversations will

be kept perfectly confidential if they so desire.

Preparation for persopal counsel. In sesking per-
sonal counsel, while all members of the family should feel

2 Loc. git,
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fre: to go to the pastor with their problems, the youth try-
ing to mave a decision as to his life-work, the ¢hild or
young person who feals that he is misunderstood by his =1d-
ars, the adult who feals & nead for help and ~uldiance in
farily problems, perhaps the wmost I~portant indiviiuals as
related to th: home-family situation are the young adults.
This includes young people with courtship problems, those
contenplating merriaze and those already married.

There are many books available which should serve as
gﬂid@a in dealing with many of these situations. In this
as in other phases of the ministry, the pastor rust be dis-
eriminating and choose only those books or portions of books
whieh woulil lead to desired decislions.

One booklet of this type has been prepared by the
Commiss on on Marriage and the Heme of the Federal Council
of the churches of Christ in America called Premsrital Coun-
seling, A Manual of Suggestions for Ministers. It contains
an outline for counseling in this fleld, raising nany thought-
provoking questions. Another booklet of this type, by Hazen
G. .Jerner, The Pastor and the Pre-liarriage conference, is
published by the Tidings Press of Hashville, Tennessee.

The pastor should familiarize himself with good, whole-
some books on marriasze whiech he can readily recomnend to

couples of individuals eoming %o him.

The families serve othurs. As the families beccne
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established and a2 feeling of security is gained, and as they
become an integral part of the church family, they should be
made to feel responsible for other homes in the parish,

One home maksr suggoested among other things that the
pastor might give "talks on how families, as unitg, can help
other families." One tangible way to éisaharga such respon-
sibility is through visitation, The pastor as educational
director might institute a class in home visitation,

From a questiomnaire it was learned that in one church
thera Was a Sunday school teachers' visitation campaign to
attempt to interest each famlly nmember in some part of the
work of the church such as the cradle roll, Youth Fellowship,
ete, Still stressing the importance of visitation, this lay-
man stated, "I believe that more homes are helped by visita-
tion canmpaigns sither by church lay workers or Sunday school
teachers headed by the pastor if laymen will cooperate., We
shouldn't be too busy to witness for Christ in such a way as
home visitation affords, but it seems that there are few
willing to teke time or else they have nothing to share.”

There are many booklets available to the pastor in
directing the thinking of those in his visitation class.

One such booklet is Home Visitation in the Interest of Chil-
dren, a sixteen page booklet put out by the International
Couneil of Rellgious Bducation. Another is Vigitine in the
Home, also published by the Internaticnal Council. These
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boocklets offer many worthwhile suggestions as to methed.

Literature for the family. 1In guiding the spiritual
development of the fanily good literature is important,

Twenty-four of the home makers responding to the
questionnaire answered that their pastor suggested good 1it-
erature for the homej two replied *some.' Nine were unable
to answer which seems to indieate that these pastors, if
they were able, did not make a point of recommending such
iiteratura. One said, "Yes, andi he 18 always urging us to
ready gives good suggestions on any line we dasire." Ane
other saild they had bought and profited by much of the 1it.
arature their pastor recommended. Yet another said the
pastor of hisz church kept good literature in the lobby of
the shureh at all times free or for a small fee. Another
replied that the pastor does regommend good literature but
Yto get people to use iit--a great problem," Another ques-
tionnaire revealed that the pastor's wife takes this as her
special project.

The Christian Home, a periodical published by the
Methodist Church, was mentioned a number of times as belng
an excellemt source of helpful information. In one chureh,
members of the young adult class are furnished this periodi-
aal witbout cost te them and in another church it is free to
parents.

A very excellent source of assistance to the family
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15 a carefully seleeted library containing books pertaining
t0 every phase of home life, While this in itself would re-
guire much time and involve expense, 1t would be of immeass
urable werth, especially 1f those who particularly need such
sssistance could be stimulated to utilize it.

Host of the pastors seemed awsre of a need for such a
library but a number of them saild that they have no library,
or one which is inadequate, in their small churches. One
said they had started a library recently and they would place
bogks of this nature in if as opportunity and finances per-
mitted.

Two or three home makers suge

gested that the pastor stress the family sitting together in
church or worghipping as a unit, Still another suggestion
was that families, instead of persgons from various groups,
be in charge of certain church events.

‘ Some pastors suggested the use of films and other
visual aids on family life. However, as opne stated, the
cost of this type of thing iz still prohibitive for exten.
give use.

A pastor prints a little leaflet each month called
4The Voice" which containes items of interest and inspira-
tion and is distributed throughout the parish, Thls same
pastor uses a tape-recorder to take the services of the

church to the sick and ghut-in.
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One church feels the need for good, clean recreation
ag well as spiritual food. They were planning for thelr
young people some sort of cultural and recreational program
such as a trip to a nearby city for a concert, followed by
recreation or a sccial time afterward in some home., The
purpose of this wag "to meet the need of legitimate recrea-
tion for young people and to develop a taste for good things.”
This, while not specifically desligned to peet the needs of
the whole farily would serve in part to strengthen the fu-
ture home by working on one phage of the problen as stated
by ‘& pastor, that of "training youth in Christian Home ideals
before they reach the age of marriage.”

One pastor enclosed a church bulletin which contained
the ordsr of service for the annual hride's service. This
included a regular marriage ceremony as a part of the ser-
vice in which the oldest souple, in point of married years,
petook the vows. The pastor's sermon wes entitled "I Plight
Thee iy Tyoth,"

In one chureh a School in Christian Living was held
for six nights. This school was for everybody with classes
in home and Christian living,

Another pastor stated rather bvluntly that "the Jhurch
of today bas no moral standards or 'code of conduct.,' Peo~
ple ean belong to the Church and do what they want in the
way of worldly things. . .She has lost her Spiritual power."
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He geemed to feel, and rightly so, that a spiritually power-
less chureh has little to offer a family as a challenge for
Christian living.

Saveral of the home makers were aware of this fact
also and a number of then, when asked what their pastor
could do further, said that he could preach the whole gosw
pel, hit sin hard, stress salvation and holiness,

On the other hand, another pastor said succinctly,
"As I see it, the whole experience of the family is treated
with the attitude 'it's nobody else's business' that the
pastor and the chureh are too much lilke the ambulance--they
only get to the scene after the home has been wreeked, OfF
course, there is the other side of the picture~-who is there
who can compute the go@d which is done? Just as in the case
of mental therapy, who can compute the health which is
brought to disturbed ninds through the proclamation of the
'good newa'? The pastor and the church might join the cho-
ms of the ambulance driver, undertakers and hospital staff
’.in the refrain: 'fortunately there are no more wrecks than
there are under the circunstances)i”

“It takes time to overcome the indifference and lasg-
gitude of parents and the neglect of the home on the part of
parish leadership."3 "To aid fathers and mothers to becone

"3 The comrittee on the Study of Christian Education,
V The F (Chicage:s International Jouncil of Religious
FEduestion, 1946-1947), p. 19.
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intelligent and skilfull parents is a task of startling and
thrilling magnitude,"“

The danger lies In the temptation to regard Christian
family life education as something extra which we add to
the regular program, Instead, it should be something
which we do along with what we are already doing. It is
not a new chore, It is a short cut to betiter results 1
chureh work. To save the chlld you must save the homel

% M», P 2@.

5 Oscar E. Feucht, A Family Life Program for the
Parish, p. 12.



JHAPTER VI
SUMEARY AND COKOLUSIONS

The pastor as representative of the church has as his
task the education, or at least the supervision of the Chris.
tian education, of the homes in his parish., Yet whether
through lack of cooperation between the church and the home
or because of a need for an enlarged vision on the part of
pastor and church, Chrisfiian education in the home does not
seem to be asg extensive and intensive az might be desired.

There is an increassing aswareness of the urgent need
and a rising hope that more and more stress will be put uwpon
the home and what can be done to stabilize and Christianize
it.

The pastor has the privilege and responsibility of
minisgering to the needs of the home through organizations
within the church, through the worshlp service, through study
groups, through the comparatively new fleld of pastoral coune
seling, through pastoral visitation and community agencies,
Parhaps one of the most effective ways in which he can edu~
cateithe homes of his parish is through the example of his
own home life,

While it 1s important that the pastor beconme ac-
quainted with and show an interest in every member of the
family, the parents and the young adults are two groups
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which ahove all must not be ignored. The church and pastor
must enlist the aid of the parents since they are the ones
who will ultimately determins what the homs is to be. Per-
haps they will not conscicusly teach religion but through
their lives the children will come to ses whether or not
they have a faith in God,

Ths other group, the young adulis, should be enlisted
for the great task of bullding the home Christian even be-
forg they have established a home, The pastor has a great
cpportunity of working with them through study groups but
even more effectively through personal counseling.

The pastor rmust have the confidence and trust of his
people in order to do his best work, He rust alsc be awake
to new methods and procedures which can be used to advantage
in his own particular parish to save the homew-the hope of

soglely.
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QUESTIONNAIRE SERT TO THE PASTORS

Do you have a diracigr of religious education in your church?
- 8 . X

If not, would you conglder yourself as an educational direc-
tor? (ves, 263 no, 4

How would you answer the question which makes up the title
of this thesis: How do I act as educator in the homes of
my parish?

A. Do you have:
Speeial sermons on the home and family? _(yes, 243 no, 2)

Famlly days or nights or special recognition of families?
(vyes, 243 no, 2)

Study groups?
Parent _( 63 no, 9)
Young Adult ag, 103 no, 95)
Times when parents and children or youth can discuss
problems together __ (yes, 93 no, 7)

Pariods of perscnal counseling
Who comes most for counsgel?
Young people to discuss problems of marriage, etc.
19) ‘
Parents (1h)
Others

B. Do you ever distribute questiomnaires to discover needs
in the homes of your parish? _(vyes, 9: no, 29)

C. Do you ever distribute at meetings self-analysis charts
for the parents to check to note their own deficiencies
or strong points? _(yes, 3: no, 30)

D, How often do you try to visit in esch home? _(once g year
3; twlce 8 year, 63 four times a year, 133 others veried)

B, Do you give special attention to marriage ceremcnies,
home dedications, special occasions, annivarsaries, etc.?
r@8, 2 o 22 In what way?

. Do you have or know or are there in the church library
good, fundamental booke which could be recommended ons
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marria%a, parenthood, Christian homes, este.? _yes, 203
o

Do you use the wmediun of radio, newspaper, eivic organ-
lzationsg, letter, ete., to especially raaeﬁ the families
of. yaug chureh and those who are unchurched? _yes, 223
no, 2

Kindly state any of your procedures or activities having
to do with Clristian Education which are not listed in
this questionnairs.

What further suggestions do you have of things you do or
that pastors might do for the strengthening of the Chrise
tian home, eithor through the church and its organiza-
tions or ough other agencles?



D.

E,

QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO TLE HOMES

Do you feel that your pastor stresses the home as a unit
Enough (30} . Not enough (11)

Does he show an interest In all members of the family?

Does he offer constructive help (always in this quese
tiomnaire in relation to the family) throughs

1. Special sernons or series of sermons?

es, 294 no, 35 occasionally, 6)
2. Special services--~family night, etc. (vess 53 100, 7)
How?
3. Study groups? How?

For young people (problems of courtship, marriage, etc.)
For parents

4. Personal counsel? _(yves, 193 no. 2) How?

Does he have available, or can suggest, good literature
on the home?

What are some things your pastor dees that have espe~
cislly helped your home?

What would you suggest that your pastor do tc further
help your home and other homes in the community?
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