
Cleveland State University
EngagedScholarship@CSU

Undergraduate Research Posters 2017 Undergraduate Research Posters

2017

Heritage Language and Culture: The Cleveland
Slovenian Experience
Kristen Burns
Cleveland State University

Lacey DiFranco
Cleveland State University

Sam Paskert
Cleveland State University

Joe Peal
Cleveland State University

Dallas Turner
Cleveland State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster_2017
How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Undergraduate
Research Posters at EngagedScholarship@CSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Undergraduate Research Posters 2017 by an authorized
administrator of EngagedScholarship@CSU. For more information, please
contact library.es@csuohio.edu.

Recommended Citation
Burns, Kristen; DiFranco, Lacey; Paskert, Sam; Peal, Joe; and Turner, Dallas, "Heritage Language and Culture: The Cleveland
Slovenian Experience" (2017). Undergraduate Research Posters 2017. 5.
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster_2017/5

This digital edition was prepared by MSL Academic
Endeavors, the imprint of the Michael Schwartz Library at

Cleveland State University.

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

https://core.ac.uk/display/216955932?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fu_poster_2017%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster_2017?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fu_poster_2017%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fu_poster_2017%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster_2017?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fu_poster_2017%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.csuohio.edu/engaged/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/u_poster_2017/5?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fu_poster_2017%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:library.es@csuohio.edu


Poster 5

Heritage Language and Culture: The Cleveland Slovenian 
Experience

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Student Researchers: Kristen Burns, Lacey DiFranco, Dallas Turner, 
Samantha Paskert, and Joseph Peal

Faculty Advisor: Lydia Grebenyova

Abstract

Slovenians have played an important role in the history of Cleveland. From their 
origins being centered around St. Clair Avenue to their more dispersed state today, 
Cleveland is home to the largest population of Slovenians outside of Slovenia itself. 
Our study sought to explore the differences and similarities between native and 
heritage Slovenians. For data collection we used the picture word recognition test, 
sentence acceptability judgements test, and the cultural questionnaire. We designed 
these tests to study the Slovenian Clevelander community and shed on the under
studied subjects of “heritage linguistics” and “language attrition”. Heritage speakers, 
or speakers that learned a language from family and outside of the country that it is 
spoken, are a unique group of people who have traits of both first and second 
language ability levels. Language attrition is a phenomena in which a language is 
definitively a first language but one begins to commit errors which they would not if 
they had stayed in an environment of only their own native language. These 
phenomena are fascinating and our data reflects the effects American English 
language and culture have caused on the language and culture of Cleveland 
Slovenians, previously unknown in the field of Linguistics.
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