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Citation Searching is Here!

by Jake Carlson, Librarian for the Social Sciences and Government Information

and

Jim Van Fleet, Information Specialist for Science and Engineering Resources

ave you ever wondered how
many times an article you
published has been cited by
others? Have you had problems find-
ling information on a topic that is
| difficult to express with a keyword?
ISR would like to announce that
we now offer access to a new data-
| base, the Web of Science. The Web of
Science includes the Science Citation
Index and the Social Sciences Citation
Index (the Arts & Humanities Citation
Index database is available via First-
Search.) These online citation indexes
provide a means to search the bibli-
ographies of journal articles. Not only
will you be able to access the bibliog-
raphy of an article, you can also view
subsequent articles that have cited
information from the original article
and see the number of times the
original article has been cited. Fur-
thermore, citations that fall within
the years of coverage under our sub-
scription (currently 1998 — present
and growing) are hyper-linked, allow-
ing easy accessibility to pursue an
author’s work or works focused on a
particular idea or concept. Citation
indexes are the only research tool that

Jjearlson@bucknell.edu
vanfleet@bucknell.edu

will let you search forward in time
from a particular published article.

Sciernce Citation Index contains
cover-to-cover information (including
letters, editorials, reviews, etc.) from
over 6,000 journals, while the Social
Sciences Citation Index contains
cover-to-cover information from over
2,200 journals. Web of Science will
automatically search both databases,
unless you choose one. The Web of
Science home page offers two search-
ing options. "Easy Search" features
step-by-step searching, with lots of
explanation and help screens. An Easy
Search by Topic even prompts users
with questions about how they would
like to display their search results.
Easy Search will indicate how many
articles appear in the Web of Science
databases, but will only display up to
100 articles on your topic.

Most researchers will prefer the
many additional features of a "Full
Search." Both databases allow search-
ing by primary author, topic (key-
words), journal title, author’s affiliat-
ed institution, and by cited reference.
For articles published from 1998 to
the present, the database includes
searchable abstracts, and all of the

_secondary authors. Additional features
included in a Full Search are the abili-
ty to limit searches by year or even by
current week or month, the option to
save a search and rerun it at a later
date, and the ability to print, e-mail
or save results to a file, or to export
results directly into Endnote citation
manager software.

The Web of Science can be found
on the ISR web pages as a link from
the list of databases, by searching the
library catalog (for "Web of Science",
or "Science Citation Index," for exam-
ple), and from the science or social
science research pathfinders, under
the heading for "specialized databases."
We are currently linking to the data-
base through an introductory page
that explains our license agreement
for Web of Science. Experienced
searchers can save a step by creating
a bookmark and linking directly to
the Web of Science home page, but
please remember to log out properly
when you conclude your search.

ISR staff will be offering in-depth
training sessions for faculty and staff
interested in utilizing the citation
databases to their maximum potential.
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