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ABSTRACT 

 

Nitric oxide synthase enzyme (NOS) embedded in thin films and scaffolds, when 

exposed to a solution of its substrate arginine, a source of reducing equivalents, and other 

required ingredients of the NOS reaction, can release fluxes of nitric oxide (NO). The latter 

is a molecule known to counteract platelet aggregation, and thus can prevent the thrombosis 

cascade on the surfaces of implantable medical devices. Therefore NO antithrombogenic 

regimens such as active coatings and embedded scaffolds have the potential to increase the 

lifespan of implantable biomaterials.    

Layer-by-layer electrostatic adsorption allows for assembly of multi-component 

protein/polyelectrolytes nanostructured films. Electrospun fiber matrices may embed 

proteins in aqueous pockets that allow the formation of functional scaffolds. Such 

functional coatings and polymer scaffolds have potential applications as antithrombotic 

surfaces. In this project, inducible nitric oxide synthase is proposed as a functional 
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component in active thin films and electrospun scaffolds for nitric oxide release under 

physiologic conditions.  

Atomic force microscopic (AFM) imaging confirms the presence of enzyme in 

adsorbed thin films. Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopic analysis was used to 

characterize structure-function relationships of NOS-containing thin films. Voltammetry 

was used to characterize the active catalyst concentration on adsorbed surfaces and activity 

of NOS-containing thin films. Further, analysis of cyclic voltammetric data enabled the 

study of Michaelis-Menten kinetics of NOS-containing thin films. Other 

spectrophotometric and spectrofluorometric assays were used to monitor nitric oxide 

release for the NOS-based thin films and scaffolds. Three polymers were characterized for 

their ability to embed iNOSoxy and show enzyme activity in electrospun scaffolds.  

For the LbL method, during protein adsorption, an adjusted pH of 8.6 or the use of 

a branched matrix immobilizes more enzyme units in thin layers compared to pH 7.0 or a 

linearly structured polymer matrix. However, the enzyme structure adsorbed at pH 7.0 

allows faster catalytic turnover of substrate compared to enzyme structure from pH 8.6 

immobilization. Overall, both the cumulative nitric oxide output and the flux were higher 

for films immobilized at pH 8.6 or adsorbed onto branched polymer matrices. Electrospun 

fiber scaffolds produce nitric oxide when bathed in a cocktail containing the ingredients of 

NOS catalyzed reaction.  
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Background 

Increase of life expectancy is ascribed in part to the marked successes in the use of 

medical implants. Diseases once considered untreatable make use of synthetic inserts for 

better outcomes and are replacing or competing with surgical methods of intervention [1, 

2]. Medical implants are becoming common practice in the treatment of acute to chronic 

ailments, end-stage diseases, and post-traumatic surgeries. While the use of blood-

contacting medical implants increased over the past few decades [3],  their lifespan and 

inherent need for replacement has become a concern. Implant malfunction is presented as 

clinical complications and can be life-threatening. One of the main causes needing surgical 

replacement for a medical implant is the intrinsic thrombosis cascade on its surface that 

causes it to be defective [4, 5]. For example, studies reveal that stent thrombosis in the 

coronary artery result in 20-48% complications and death while 60-70% of the 

cases studied resulted in myocardial infarction [6]. In other studies, control groups of 

animals not administered with drugs showed thrombosis cascade on the luminal surfaces 

of polyurethane grafts in contrast to sample population treated with potential suppressants  

[7].    
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Thrombogenesis 

All blood-contacting foreign-body surfaces are prone to a thrombosis cascade 

regardless of surface properties [8, 9]. It involves both cellular and protein components. 

Adsorption of fibrinogen onto the surface/s of the implant initiates the thrombosis cascade 

followed by the recruitment of platelets [10-12], which presents a clinical complication, as 

depicted in Figure 1.   

Nitric oxide in antithrombogenic regimens 

The success of implants that has a built-in antithrombogenic regimen such as in 

drug-eluting stents has been reported previously [13-15]. A number of surface modification 

methods are being used to increase the blood compatibility of blood-contacting implants 

[16]. Release of an antithrombogenic chemical reagent is one approach that has been 

adopted [6]. Nitric oxide (NO) is one such molecular intervention for maintaining vascular 

hemostasis [17], that also exhibits direct inhibitory action on platelet aggregation [18]. 

Towards this end, direct NO release by NO donors such as S-nitrothiols [19] and N-

diazeniumdiolates [20] have been reported as potential routes for preparing NO-releasing 

films that can be applied to blood-contacting implants. 

However, NO releasing chemical coatings do not completely resolve the issue of 

graft thrombosis. As shown by Figure 2, release coatings are a time-limited source of NO, 

considering longer lifespan of most blood-contacting internal implants. Over a long period 

of time, a depletion of NO source allows further recruitment of platelets and the thrombosis 
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cascade. The biocompatibility of direct chemical interventions is another common concern. 

This work replaces chemically synthesized NO release coatings with layer-by-layer (LbL) 

immobilized thin films of nitric oxide synthase (NOS) enzyme.   
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Figure 1: Scheme showing thrombosis at the surface of medical implant material. 

 

 

 

Figure 2: A schematic representation of the depletion of NO source in a multilayer 

release coating; a) at the initial stages, b) depletion over time.  
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Nitric oxide and nitric oxide synthase 

Three NOS isoenzymes have been identified in mammals: inducible (iNOS/NOS-

2), neuronal (nNOS/ NOS-1), and endothelial (eNOS or NOS-3) [21]. As illustrated in 

Figure 3, NOS convert L-arginine to citrulline and nitric oxide (NO) using nicotinamide 

adenine dinucleotide phosphate (NADPH) as the reducing equivalent and oxygen [22-25]. 

The complete primary sequence for NOS [26] consists of an oxygenase domain (N-

terminus) and a reductase domain (C-terminus) with a linker having a calmodulin (CaM) 

binding sequence [21]. Electron equivalents are transferred from the reductase domain to 

the oxygenase domain where oxygen activation takes place. Following cofactors take part 

in this transfer. 

 

Flavin adenine dinucleotide (FAD) → Flavin mononucleotide (FMN) → heme → O2    

 

Functional NOSs are dimeric; Cofactors FAD and FMN in the reductase domain of 

one functional monomer transfers the electrons to the heme cofactor at the oxygenase 

domain of the other functional monomer. Calcium ion (Ca2+) dependant calmodulin acts 

as an activator switch for the transfer of the electrons from FMN to heme in nNOS and 

eNOS but iNOS is independent of the Ca2+, likely due to its inherently tightly-bound CaM 

[27].   

  



 

6 

 

 

 

 

L-arginine 

 

 

Citrulline 

Figure 3: A schematic representation of the general reaction catalyzed by NOS.  
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Figure 4: Reaction sequence in the reductase domain for the electron shunt; 1) NADPH2 

to NADP, 2) FADH2 to FAD, 3) FMNH2 to FMN. 
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Mechanism of nitric oxide mediated antithrombogenesis 

The diffusion of NO into platelets stimulate guanylyl cyclase to produce cGMP that 

in-turn lowers cytosolic Ca2+ concentration by the inhibition of gated Ca2+ channels [28]. 

Upon activation, calcium concentration in intracellular space of platelets rise from its 

resting levels that triggers the cascade leading to platelet aggregation [29]. In the presence 

of guanylyl cyclase inhibitors, the platelet aggregation increases significantly, providing 

evidence to the regulatory function of NO on both cGMP and cGMP-dependant protein 

kinases [30-33]. For fibrinogen binding, one of the essential requirements is the 

conformational change of glycoprotein IIb/IIIa. The deactivation of phosphoinositide 3-

kinase suppresses this conformational change, resulting in fibrinogen binding [34], halting 

the thrombosis cascade. Elevated levels of cAMP have also been linked to the decline in 

levels of intracellular Ca2+ [35, 36]. NO-induced cGMP production could also suppress 

protein kinase C, which in turn regulates surface expression of P-selectin, a mediator of 

platelet adhesion [37].  
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Electrostatically adsorbed thin films of NOS enzyme  

In our previous work published, we showed that, NO-based antithrombogenic 

regimens that use blood-contacting LbL immobilized thin NOS enzyme films are better 

than direct NO-release mechanisms in counteracting coagulation [38]. Adsorbed LbL onto 

the surface as thin films, NOS catalyzes the conversion of substrate L-arginine to citrulline 

and NO as shown in Figure 4.  

Charge-based LbL adsorption of thin film components for biocompatible 

applications have been widely explored [17, 18, 39, 40]. Here, the enzyme protein used is 

a negatively charged polyelectrolyte in solution. Using this solution the enzyme is adsorbed 

onto the positively charged matrix layer, polyethylenimine (PEI). Figure 5 and 6 are 

depictions of the LbL concept as applicable to a single layer each of both matrix and active 

component. 
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Figure 5: A schematic representation of a cross section of the LbL adsorbed monolayer 

of NOS. Enzyme converts substrate to NO. Hence a NOS immobilized implant displays 

intrinsic antithrombogenic activity. 

 

 

    

Figure 6: A schematic representation of the LbL adsorbed monolayers of (-) charged 

enzyme protein onto (+) charged polymer matrix layer on surface. 
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NOS embedded electrospun scaffolds 

Inserts that demonstrate regenerative potential has been a recent area of thrust in 

regenerative medicine. Scaffolds fabricated from synthetic material have been in use for 

different applications from stem cell based transplantable artificial organs grown in 

laboratory to drug delivery systems fabricated for pharmaceutical purposes. Electrospun 

fiber scaffolds are known to closely resemble the extracellular matrix with the porosity and 

ultra-thin fiber arrangements [41, 42]. A greater control over the tissue organization can be 

achieved with electrospun fiber scaffolds and allows various functional modifications [43-

46].  

Similar to all implantable material, scaffolds and mats are prone to the thrombosis 

cascade on their surfaces and hence need a mechanism of antithrombogenesis. In this work, 

we explore the use of functional iNOS embedded in electrospun fiber scaffolds as a 

catalytic source of NO release for potential antithrombogenic action. Figure 7 is a 

schematic representation of a porous microfiber with an encapsulated ‘node’ containing an 

active component such as NOS. The porosity allows substrates and co-factors access to the 

enzyme and allows NO release/diffusion.  
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Figure 7: A schematic representation of an embedded aqueous ‘node’ in an electrospun 

scaffold microfiber. 
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NO as a short-lived reactive species and its significance in localized activity 

As a gaseous molecule, nitric oxide is known to have a half-life ranging from 6-30 

seconds [47]. However, nitric oxide does not have the ability to act as a circulating humoral 

species under physiological conditions[48], because plasma hemoglobin (Hb) and 

erythrocyte-based Hb scavenge NO rapidly [49]. NO flux resulting from an active NO-

releasing regimen of a modified medical implant is localized. In blood vessels, the NO flux 

has to also compete with both the flow and scavengers in the blood plasma to maintain a 

useful threshold level of NO in the local environment. Therefore it is reasonable to assume 

that antithrombogenic activity of thin film coatings or drug-eluting scaffolds depend on 

their ability to produce NO at a rate that compensates for the loss.    
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CHAPTER I: IMPROVED ENZYME LOADING IN LAYER-BY-LAYER (LbL) 

ADSORBED THIN FILMS OF INDUCIBLE NITRIC OXIDE SYNTHASE (iNOS) 

AND POLYETHYLENIMINE (PEI) 

 

1.1 Introduction 

This chapter describes the enzyme loading and activity of NOS enzyme in LbL thin 

films. Our aim is to explore ways to increase the amount of enzyme loaded onto the active 

layer. NO production is known both to inhibit platelet adhesion and to restore blood flow 

[50]. Stimulated human endothelial cells are known to produce NO flux of 400 pmol.cm-

1.min-1 [51]. Our previous work accomplished this by exposing enzyme substrate to an LbL 

deposited thin film consisting of multiple alternating iNOS and PEI layers. In this work, 

we report comparable fluxes, achieved by an iNOSoxy monolayer immobilized on a 

monolayer of PEI matrix. The catalytic turnover of substrate to NO is proportional to the 

number of active enzyme units that are exposed to substrate molecules on the surface by 

the modified surface. In the current work we explore methods to enhance enzyme loading 
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onto the outermost layer of LbL film of PEI/NOS. The pH at which the immobilization 

takes place is expected to modulate the amount of NOS adsorbed. The Isoelectric point of 

the enzyme plays a major role in deciding the correct pH of the buffer from which the 

enzyme is adsorbed onto the thin film.  

    

 

1.1.1 Isoelectric point of iNOS and its significance 

The isoelectric point of mouse iNOS is 7.76 while for iNOSoxy domain it is 6.11 

[52-54]. This implies that iNOSoxy protein used, carries an overall positive charge in 

solution below pH 6.11. In contrast, at higher pH values of the solution, the protein has an 

overall negative charge. We used two different pH’s, both above 6.11 which ensure the 

protein is negatively charged, to study the levels of enzyme loading as a function of pH. 

To this end, we used adjusted values of pH 8.6 and 7.0 for sample iNOSoxy 

immobilizations. We avoided using pH in excess of 9.0, based on our preliminary findings 

that showed enzyme denaturation effects with significantly low enzyme activity. The 

control experiments used surfaces with only PEI immobilized. Similar work on pH-

dependant immobilization of proteins as functional thin films have been reported in various 

other contexts [55]. 
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1.2 Experimental 

1.2.1 Expression and purification of iNOSoxy through recombinant plasmid DNA 

Mouse iNOS oxygenase (iNOSoxy) domain template transgene in pCWori vector 

plasmid transformed into BL21(DE3) ampicillin-resistant E. coli. strain has been used for 

the protein expression (received from the Dennis Stuehr Laboratory at the Lerner Research 

Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH, USA). Glycerol stocks were prepared and were 

stored at -80°C for continued use. Volumes of 150 μl of glycerol stock were inoculated 

into twelve aliquots of 2.00 ml each of lysogeny broth (LB), with 500 μl of ampicillin 

(Amp-100: 100 μg.ml-1) added to each, to start a new batch. These were allowed to grow 

overnight at 37°C. Simultaneously, six volumes of 450 ml each of terrific broth (TB) and 

300 ml of 100 mM phosphate buffer were autoclaved. Volumes of 50 ml each of phosphate 

buffer were added to each 450 ml of TB media to make the total volume 500 ml in each of 

the 2L culture flasks. Overnight LB cultures were added to the flasks and allowed to grow 

with 250 rpm shaking at 37°C. Readings for optical density at 600nm were then taken 

hourly, until an OD value of 0.8 was reached. At this point protein synthesis was induced 

by adding 500 μl of Isopropyl-β-D-1-thiogalactopyranoside (IPTG) together with 500 μl 

of heme-precursor, δ-aminolevulinic (δ-Ala). The induced culture was allowed to grow 48-

60 hours. Cells were harvested by pelleting growth media at 4,000 rpm centrifugation at 

4°C for 30 minutes. The re-suspension of this pellets used 10 ml volumes of pH 7.6 LB 

media to which were added 100 μl of lysozyme, 100 μl of phenylmethanesulfonylfluoride 

(PMSF) in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO), 500 μl  Protease inhibitor cocktail III (4-(2-

Aminoethyl) benzenesulfonyl fluoride hydrochloride, aprotinin, leupeptin, pepstatin A, 
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bestatin, and L-3-trans-Carboxyoxiran-2-carbonyl)-L-leucyl-agmatine), EMD Chemicals, 

Inc., Gibbstown, NJ), 1 μl of DNase, and 10 μl  of 1 M MgCl2. The resuspended cells were 

lysed by sonication at 20 cycles each with 15 second ‘on’ and 45 second ‘off’ timing, while 

the cell containing vials were being kept on ice. The light brown colored resuspended pellet 

turned light pink indicating protein in the solution. Lysed cellular residue were separated 

from the protein cocktail in solution by centrifugation at 12,000 rpm through 30 minutes 

at 4°C. Protein in the lysate of the resultant supernatant was carefully collected. The 

dissolved protein was salted-out to precipitate by adding a combined mass to the ratio of 

0.3 g of ammonium sulfate ((NH4)2SO4(s)) per 1 ml of solution over a period of 

approximately one hour while being stirred on ice. The precipitate was separated from the 

supernatant by centrifugation at 10,000 rpm through 30 minutes at 4°C. We stored the 

precipitated protein overnight and also confirmed its viability through several weeks of 

storage. 

The pellet saved at -80°C was re-suspended in base buffer to which 100 μl of PMSF 

in DMSO and 100 μl of Protease inhibitor cocktail III were added. Resuspensions were 

ultra-centrifuged at 10,000 rpm to further remove particulate debris that could clog the 

affinity column. In a cold room maintained at 4°C, a newly packed  affinity column [56, 

57]  of Ni-NTA superflow® (Qiagen Inc., CA) with a dead volume of 10 cm3 was charged 

with 50 mM NiSO4 charge buffer followed by binding buffer. Once the protein suspension 

was loaded, the Tris binding buffer followed by wash buffer were run through the column. 

Finally, the elution buffer (200 mM imidazole) was used to detach and elute iNOSoxy, 

observed by the gradual movement of reddish-brown colored band in the column. The 

enzyme was collected in approx 0.5 ml aliquots in cryogenic vials. The used column was 
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stored in 25% ethanol after stripping. The protein aliquots were dialyzed in batches in 500 

ml base buffer to which 200 μl β-mercaptoethanol was added. The enzyme containing 

dialysis bags were transferred to fresh dialysis solution twice. The concentrated protein 

aliquots were spot-frozen in cryogenic vials using liquid nitrogen before being stored at -

80°C. Concentration of protein in solution was determined for each batch before each 

characterization method, using the bathochromic shift of the Soret band for the p-450 type 

enzyme [58].   

 

1.2.2 Adjustment of pH of protein in solution 

Through a series of dilutions, a solution of ~12 μM NaOH(aq) was prepared. An 

aliquot of 100 μl of iNOSoxy was thawed on ice and was transferred into a Microcon® 

3000 MWCO centrifugal filter vial. To this tube, an aliquot of 400 μl of ~12 μM NaOH(aq) 

was added. After vortexing for 3-5 seconds, the pH of the total aliquot was measured using 

an Accumet mini pH probe connected to an AB-15 pH meter (Fisher Scientific). The 

solution was centrifuged (in Beckman Coulter Microfuge-18 centrifuge) for 5 minutes at 

14,000 rpm. After confirming approx. 4/5 in filtrate, the residual enzyme solution (approx. 

100 μl) was kept on ice. This exchange sequence of the washing buffer was repeated three 

times before the final aliquot of pH adjusted enzyme solution was retrieved. Using the mini 

pH probe, the pH of the final 100 μl of enzyme aliquot was measured. Several aliquots of 

100 μl each of pH adjusted enzyme solutions were made immediately before each 

investigation. 
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1.2.3 Atomic force microscopic (AFM) imaging of adsorbed thin films 

We used Agilent Pico-SPM atomic force microscope, PicoView controller and 

Mac-mode module (Agilent Technologies Inc.). The scanner used in this imaging sequence 

was the multi-purpose macro scanner with a scan range of 90 m in the x-y dimension and 

7 m in the z-dimension (Agilent Technologies Inc.). PointProbe® Plus AFM probe 

(NanoAndMore USA Inc., SC, USA) of 125 µm length, 30 µm width, 42 N/m spring 

constant, and 270 kHz resonant frequencies were used in Acoustic AC mode. AFM 

imaging was carried-out in a chamber at ambient conditions. We used grade ZYA highly 

oriented pyrolytic graphite (HOPG) (Structure Probe Inc., PA, USA) for immobilization of 

thin films. HOPG squares of 12 mm × 12 mm with 2 mm thickness were mounted on the 

sample plate. Freshly cleaved bare HOPG surface was scanned at different speeds for scan 

sizes ranging from 90 µm × 90 µm to focused scan sizes of 500 nm × 500 nm. Aliquots of 

100 µl of 1.5 mg/ml PEI (Linear; MW 25,000 free base form; Polysciences Inc.) were 

added onto the surfaces. After an incubation time of 5 minutes, the surface was washed 

with DI water and dried in a nitrogen stream. Scan sizes ranging from 50 µm × 50 µm to 

500 nm × 500 nm were obtained. Aliquots of 50 µl of iNOSoxy adjusted to pH 7.0 or 8.6 

were added onto the PEI layer. After incubation for 5-10 minutes, the surface was washed 

with EPPS buffer and dried using a nitrogen stream. AFM scans were performed for scan 

areas ranging from 50 µm × 50 µm down to 500 nm × 500 nm.  
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1.2.4 Electrochemical investigation of heme-Fe3+ reduction and catalytic NO 

reduction by LbL immobilized PEI/iNOSoxy films on graphite electrodes  

We used an in-house purging system for making saturated NO in aqueous solution. 

Nitric oxide (Praxair) was first purged through an oxygen-scrubbing alkaline pyrogallol 

solution (1:4 v/v 250 mg.ml-1 pyrogallol: 1 g.ml-1 KOH). The resultant NO stream was then 

purged through a saturated KOH solution for further removal of gaseous oxides. The 

resultant pure NO gas stream was bubbled into 10 ml of DI water in a sealed scintillation 

vial. Using a Griess assay calibration curve, the concentration of saturated aqueous NO 

(2.0 mM) was established before each experiment for a separately purged saturated NO 

(NO2
-) solution. 

We prepared graphite electrodes in-house following established methods [59]. The 

electrodes were first polished using a rotating polishing pad. Then the discs were polished 

using 0.3 μm and then with 0.05 μm size alumina with intermittent washings with water. 

Each disc was sonicated in a water bath for 30 sec and dried in a stream of nitrogen gas. 

Aliquots of 5 μl each of 1.5 mg/ml PEI solution (Linear; MW 25,000 free base form; 

Polysciences Inc.) were added onto the polished surfaces of each of the discs. After a 10 

minute incubation time, the electrodes were washed using DI water before drying in a 

stream of nitrogen gas. Aliquots of 5 μl each of pH 7.0 and pH 8.6 enzyme solutions were 

added on top of PEI-immobilized electrode surfaces. After a 15-20 minute incubation time, 

the electrodes were washed with DI water and dried using a nitrogen gas stream. A typical 

series of experiment uses five electrodes for enzyme immobilization, which we test side by 
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side for films prepared at pH 7.0 and pH 8.6 respectively. Three electrodes with only PEI 

were used as the control experiment.  

We used multi-necked electrochemical cells (Ace Glass). The working electrode is 

the PEI/iNOSoxy modified PG electrode. We used Ag/AgCl as the reference electrode and 

a platinum wire as an auxiliary electrode in 10.0 ml solution of the phosphate buffer. The 

buffer was de-gased first for 30 minutes using a slow nitrogen gas flow. A nitrogen blanket 

was maintained throughout the experiment. As the first step for all the electrodes, we 

observed their current as a response to a linear sweep of potential in the absence of NO 

substrate. Blank cyclic voltammetric scans are run to confirm the absence of interfering 

catalytic currents for the reduction of nitrite derived from traces of NOx in solution. Small 

aliquots of 2.0 mM NO were injected to the buffer solution using an airtight Hamilton 

syringe. The NO concentration in buffer increased roughly by 20 μM increments. After 

each injection, the solution was stirred using a magnetic stirrer before the beginning of 

voltammetric scans.  

 

1.2.5 Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR) on thin protein layers  

We used attenuated total reflection (ATR) configuration in FTIR analysis to 

investigate thin protein films. A diamond ATR crystal assembly (PIKE technologies) was 

used with a Varian Digilab Scimitar series FTS 2000 FTIR. An aliquot of 100 μl of 1.5 

mg/ml PEI (MW 25,000; Polysciences Inc.) was placed on the clean crystal. Using a plastic 

microscope cover-slip the drop was smeared to cover the crystal. This was collected as the 
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blank reading. Evaporation of the water of the smear resulted in the PEI film on the crystal, 

which we dried with a nitrogen gas stream using a portable nitrogen purge system. An 

aliquot of 100 μl of enzyme solution adjusted at the desired pH was placed on the dry PEI 

layer. After an incubation time of 15 minutes, the crystal was washed gently with DI water. 

The resulting surface was dried under a slow nitrogen gas stream while obtaining IR 

readings. The final IR reading was obtained for the immobilized layer after adding an 

aliquot of 100 μl of EPPS buffer and resuspending the immobilized layer.   

 

1.2.6 Griess assay for the determination of activity of thin films of PEI/iNOSoxy 

Cylindrical discs were drilled-out from a block of high grade graphite using a hole-

saw type drill-bit. The discs were first polished using the same protocol described earlier 

(section 1.2.4) for regular electrodes. Diameter of each disc was measured using a Vernier 

caliper. Diameters are in the range of 7.27-7.35 mm for the seven discs used. Aliquots of 

50 μl each of 1.5 mg/ml PEI solution (MW 25,000, Polysciences Inc.) were added onto the 

polished surfaces of each disc. After a 5 minute incubation time, the disc surfaces were 

thoroughly washed with DI water and were dried in a gentle nitrogen stream. Aliquots of 

25 μl each of pH 7.0 enzyme solution were added on top of three PEI-modified disc 

surfaces. Aliquots of 25 μl each of pH 8.6 enzyme solution were added on top of the other 

three PEI-modified discs. One PEI modified disc was used as a control. Surfaces were 

incubated for 15-20 minutes with the solutions of enzyme adjusted at the desired pH. After 

incubation, the disc surfaces were thoroughly washed with DI water and dried in a gentle 

nitrogen stream. All discs were placed in labeled vials with the modified surface faced up. 
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Volumes of 5 ml of the reaction cocktail containing 250 µM N-hydroxy-L-arginine (NHA), 

10 µM tetrahydrobiopterin (H4B), and 400 µM dithiothreitol (DTT) prepared in 100 mM 

phosphate buffer and adjusted to pH 7.4 were added to each of the vials. The reaction was 

triggered by adding hydrogen peroxide to a final concentration of 150 mM at 37˚C. 

Aliquots of 100 µl of reaction media were drawn at 2, 4, 8, 12, 24, 48 & 72 hour lapse 

times, and were combined with 100 µl of each of Griess reagents R1 (sulfanilamide) and 

R2 (N-(1-naphthyl)ethylenediamaine) (Cayman chemical company, Ann Arbor, MI, USA) 

[60]. Spectrophotometric absorbance values for 540 nm against the reagent blank were 

recorded (UV-Vis; Model 8543, Agilent Technologies) after a 10 minute reaction time for 

all aliquots. A standard calibration series was prepared and the readings were plotted. 
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1.3 Results and discussion 

1.3.1 AFM images of iNOSoxy on PEI-modified surfaces 

Figure 8 shows topology of both the bare HOPG surface and PEI-modified HOPG 

surface. Figure 8(a) shows the typical steps characteristic of a HOPG surface. Figure 8(b) 

shows the AFM image of PEI immobilized on HOPG, and shows the arrangement of the 

polymer aggregates on the surface. Figure 9 shows representative topological images of 

PEI/iNOSoxy.   
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Figure 8: AFM images on the topology of the bare and PEI matrix adsorbed surfaces;  

a) Bare HOPG (scan size 25 μm × 25 μm), b) PEI immobilized on HOPG for 5min (Scan 

size: 25 μm × 25 μm). 
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Figure 9: AFM images with a 3-D perspective of the topology of the outermost layer in 

iNOSoxy immobilization on PEI; a) Outermost iNOSoxy layer immobilized at pH 7.0 

(a) 

(b) 
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(Scan size: 1 μm × 1 μm), b) Outermost iNOSoxy layer immobilized at pH 8.6 (Scan 

size: 1 μm × 1 μm). 

Analysis of the prominent features in the 10-160 nm diameter range shows higher 

density of protein clusters for PEI/iNOSoxy films made at pH 8.6 compared to films made 

from pH 7.0 iNOSoxy solution. Figure 10 shows the comparative counts of the number of 

protein clusters in various diameter ranges for films prepared from iNOSoxy at pH 7.0 and 

pH 8.6. 

An increased pH beyond the isoelectric point of iNOSoxy brings about a higher 

negative charge density for iNOSoxy in the solution which drives higher electrostatic 

loading of iNOSoxy on the positively charged PEI matrix. Lower pH values lead to less 

attachment to the positively charged PEI film. AFM imaging and cluster density analysis 

is consistent with higher enzyme loading at pH 8.6 compared to pH 7.0. 
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Figure 10: Histogram of cluster abundance in various diameter ranges for pH 8.6 and pH 

7.0 PEI/iNOSoxy films.  
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1.3.2 Electrocatalytic reduction of NO mediated by iNOSoxy in films 

Electrochemical analyses using iNOSoxy/PEI immobilized on electrode surfaces 

as working electrodes provided two aspects of information. In the absence of substrate NO, 

the redox active Fe3+-heme of iNOSoxy was used to monitor the overall amount of 

iNOSoxy adsorbed in the two sets of films. Integration of the voltammetric current 

provides the faradaic charge passed, which indicates the amount of iNOSoxy present in the 

film. The enzyme iNOSoxy is also known to catalyze the electrochemical reduction NO 

[61].  Therefore, in the second component of electrochemical characterization, we used this 

metalloprotein-dependent catalytic reduction as a handle to compare and contrast activity 

of iNOSoxy in the thin layers.  

Figure 11 is a typical cyclic voltammogram for the specific window that shows the 

Fe3+/Fe2+ and Fe2+/Fe+ redox couples by a heme moiety, iNOSoxy in this particular case. 

In this control experiment the NO substrate is absent.  
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Figure 11: Typical cyclic voltammogram showing Fe3+/Fe2+ (approx. 500mV) and 

Fe2+/Fe+ (approx. 950mV) redox couples for the heme moieties in an iNOSoxy 

immobilized electrode. The effect of Ohmic drop has been removed by mathematically 

treating the original voltammogram.    
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1.3.2.1 iNOSoxy-heme Fe3+ reduction as a quantifier of immobilization 

Integrals of voltammograms for Fe3+-heme reduction obtained at 8mV/s scan rate 

linear sweep show higher faradaic charge transfer by electrodes modified with 

PEI/iNOSoxy films where iNOSoxy solution maintained pH at 8.6 during immobilization. 

PEI/iNOSoxy modified electrodes where immobilization of iNOSoxy solution maintained 

pH at 7.0 show lower faradaic charge transfer. Figure 12 is a typical comparison of integrals 

for a single electrode. Here the same electrode modified at pH 8.6 has more active sites per 

unit surface area compared to pH 7.0.   

In average, we find that films constructed using pH 8.6 iNOSoxy solution  exhibit 

close to 4x the amount of charge compared to films constructed using pH 7.0 iNOSoxy 

solution (55 nC for pH 8.6 versus 14 nC for pH 7.0) as shown in Figure 13. This translates 

to an average of 0.57 pmol of iNOSoxy adsorbed in films constructed at pH 8.6 compared 

to 0.15 pmol of iNOSoxy in films formed at pH 7.0. 
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Figure 12: Integrals of characteristic Fe3+ reduction in 8mV.s-1 linear sweep 

voltammograms for iNOSoxy/PEI films adsorbed from iNOSoxy solution at pH 8.6 and 

pH 7.0.   
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Figure 13: Average of integrals of the characteristic Fe3+ reduction in 8mV.s-1 linear 

sweep voltammograms showing different amounts of immobilization at different pH’s. 

Standard deviation based on data for the same batch of electrodes immobilized at pH 8.6 

and 7.0 (N=5). 
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1.3.2.2 Catalytic reduction of NO mediated by iNOSoxy on PEI/iNOSoxy films on 

PG electrodes 

Addition of NO substrate to the solution results in a catalytic peak around -0.9V vs. 

Ag/AgCl. As expected based on previous studies [38, 61], the catalytic current is 

proportional to NO concentration. Figure 14 shows the peaks of nitric oxide catalytic 

reduction mediated by iNOSoxy for pH 8.6 and pH 7.0 films. 
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Figure 14: Cyclic voltammogram (200mV.s-1) for catalytic NO reduction by different 

amounts of iNOSoxy immobilized at different pH’s measured at the same NO 

concentration (120 μM).  
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In the electrostatic adsorption of iNOSoxy/PEI, the number of iNOSoxy units 

adsorbed and hence the number of electron transfer sites on PG electrodes is higher when 

enzymes are immobilized at pH 8.6 than immobilized at pH 7.0. Figure 14 is a comparison 

of peak catalytic currents (IPC) for NO reduction by iNOSoxy immobilized electrodes.  IPC 

follows a ratio of 1:2 between pH 7.0 immobilization and pH 8.6 immobilization for each 

NO concentration. For example, in Figure 14, IPC value for pH 7.0 immobilization and pH 

8.6 immobilization are 5.2 μA and 9.8 μA respectively for 120 μM NO concentration.  
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1.3.2.3 Michaelis-Menten kinetics 

The rate of an enzyme-catalyzed reaction is given as V in the Michaelis-Menten 

model where; 

V ⨉	
	 		

	 (1.1) 

VMax is the maximum rate at which substrate turnover takes place, kM is the 

substrate concentration at half maximum of the rate of reaction (also known as the 

Michaelis constant), and, kcat is the turnover number. The corresponding electrochemical 

version of the Michaelis-Menten equation is as follows; 

I ⨉ 	
	 		

  (1.2) 

where the rate of catalysis is represented by the catalytic current Icat. In this 

equation, Γ is the active surface catalyst concentration, A is the electrode surface area, and 

F is the Faraday constant. The rearrangement allows the plotting of normalized catalytic 

current against nitric oxide concentration as shown in Figure 15, where typical enzyme 

saturation kinetics are observed. 
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Figure 15: Average catalytic peak current for NO reduction at the surfaces of 

iNOSoxy/PEI modified electrodes prepared at pH 7.0 and pH 8.6. Standard deviation 

based on data for the same batch of electrodes immobilized at the respective pH’s (N=5).  
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iNOSoxy/PEI films grown at pH 7.0 show higher turnover rates of iNOSoxy-

mediated NO reduction compared to films formed at pH 8.6. Non-linear fitting of observed 

traces using the Michaelis-Menten kinetic model yields the kM and kcat values for the two 

films.  

 

pH of iNOSoxy at 
Immobilization 

kM (μM)  kcat (s‐1) 

pH 8.6  69.6±4.8  184.4±5.3 

pH 7.0  85.9±7.4  375.2±14.6 

 

Table 1: Extracted Michaelis-Menten parameters from nonlinear regression fitting 

using Michaelis-Menten model. 

 

According to the Michaelis-Menten parameters extracted from nonlinear fitting of 

experimental data, a marked difference of the rate of catalysis is observed between the two 

types of iNOSoxy films. Films immobilized at pH 7.0 exhibit higher catalytic turnovers 

compared to films immobilized at pH 8.6. The differences in the electrochemical turnover 

numbers for iNOSoxy-mediated NO catalytic reduction may be related to a pH-dependent 

structural change in the enzyme protein.  

Dynamic motions which depend on structure of an enzyme protein are known to 

play a role in enzyme catalysis [62-65]. In our case, iNOSoxy electrostatically adsorbed at 

the two different pH’s may adopt different active structures characterized by distinct 
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catalytic properties. The structural distortion changes the dynamic motions of the enzyme 

as reported in literature [66-70]. The degree to which the pH potentially affected the 

iNOSoxy structure, and thus its catalytic properties may be explored in terms of close 

structural characterization of PEI/iNOSoxy films prepared at various pH’s. 

1.3.3 FTIR Characterization of PEI/iNOSoxy films prepared at various pH’s 

FTIR has been used as a tool to investigate conformational change on protein 

microenvironments [71, 72]. For example, works by Korkmaz-Ozkan and co-workers [71] 

on the outer membrane protein-G (Omp-G) of E.Coli., discusses how similar pH-induced 

conformational changes can be monitored by FTIR. We looked closely at structural 

features of iNOSoxy/PEI thin films using FTIR spectroscopy. Amide I (1650 cm-1) and 

amide II (1550 cm-1) bands [73-75] provide good structural handles to monitor local 

changes in the tertiary structure [62-64]. Figure 16 and Figure 17 show the amide I and II 

envelopes of iNOSoxy on PEI in films formed at pH 7.0 and pH 8.6. The Figures also show 

the deconvolution of the amide bands into individual components contributing to the 

overall envelopes.  

Deconvolution of amide I and amide II bands of iNOSoxy into different component 

peaks suggest different microenvironments of the enzyme when deposited at different pH. 

Solution pH is known to induce conformational changes in proteins [72, 76-78], and 

enzymes [68, 79].  Significant differences in both the wavenumber and in the intensity of 

component peaks are evident as shown in Figure 16 and Figure 17. The observed changes 

in both number of components and positions in amide I and II FTIR envelopes is probably 



 

41 

 

the result of changes in the tertiary structure of iNOSoxy when adsorbed from solution at 

pH 8.6 as opposed to pH 7.0 [62-64]. 

Change of pH is expected to result in changes in intra-molecular hydrogen bonds 

and other bipolar interactions.  This may drive distortions in the protein’s 3D structure. pH-

driven protein conformational changes are not new, and have been reported for several 

proteins [72, 76-78] and enzymes [71, 72, 80, 81]. Dirix and co-workers [82] have 

interpreted deconvolution of amide I FTIR envelope into six peaks and attributed them to 

structural components such as α & β helices, extended chains, turns and bends. The work 

of Baron [73] attributes deconvoluted FTIR peaks to secondary structures  in a specific 

example where enzyme catalysis is explained. The close link of protein conformation and 

enzyme catalysis has been studied both in their native environments [68, 69] and in 

immobilized films [20, 78].  

From our results, we find pH 7.0 immobilization to result in an iNOSoxy/PEI film 

with a higher rate of catalysis than films prepared at pH 8.6, despite high enzyme loading 

at pH 8.6. This suggests that immobilization at pH 7.0 brings about a three dimensional 

enzyme structure with high catalytic efficiency compared to enzyme units adsorbed at pH 

8.6. 
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Figure 16:  Deconvoluted Amide I bands for the envelope signals obtained at pH 7.0 

and pH 8.6 immobilization. 

 

 

1720 1700 1680 1660 1640 1620 1600

T
ra

n
sm

it
ta

n
ce

1 
%

pH 7.0 immobilized protein;
Amide I band

Wavenumber (cm-1)

1720 1700 1680 1660 1640 1620 1600

T
ra

n
sm

it
ta

n
ce

1 
%

pH 8.6 immobilized protein;
Amide I

Wavenumber (cm-1)



 

43 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Deconvoluted Amide II bands for the envelope signals obtained at pH 7.0 and 

pH 8.6 immobilization. 
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1.3.4 Activity of iNOSoxy / PEI thin films 

The ultimate test for iNOSoxy-based thin films is the catalytic synthesis of NO 

when ingredients of the NOS reaction are provided. We thus explored whether the NOS 

reaction in thin films is affected by the pH at which iNOSoxy is adsorbed onto PEI layer. 

To this end, we measured NO generated over time in a cocktail that contains the N-

hydroxy-L-arginine as a substrate surrogate and all other ingredients of the NOS reaction 

[83, 84]. We followed NO synthesis in terms of nitrite accumulated in solution. In aqueous 

media the NOS reaction product, NO, converts to nitrite, and the latter is typically used as 

measure of NO formation [60]. Since the reaction cocktail contains all factors for the NOS 

catalytic turnover, the initiation of the reaction is the immersion of iNOSoxy-modified 

surfaces in the reaction cocktail. Figure 18 shows the graph of cumulative NO synthesis in 

the reaction cocktail measured from the time of immersion. NO accumulation is rapid in 

the beginning, and reaches a plateau after about 48 hours. For example, during the second 

two-hour window the cumulative NO concentration almost quadruples (approx. 0.5 to 2.1 

μM for films immobilized at pH 7.0 and 1.3 to 4.5 μM for films immobilized at pH 8.6). 

In contrast, in the following four-hour window the cumulative NO concentration increases 

only to below twofold of the preceding value, eventually reaching a plateau after 48 hours. 

However, as evident from the same Figure, the average cumulative concentration at each 

sample interval resulting from pH 8.6 PEI/iNOSoxy film activity is two- to three-fold that 

of the average cumulative concentration resulting from activity of the pH 7.0 thin film. At 

72 hours, thin layers immobilized at pH 8.6 resulted in nearly 60 nmol of NO released in 

solution, whereas thin layers immobilized at pH 7.0 resulted in just over 20 nmol of NO 

released.  
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Figure 18: Average cumulative NO concentration for immobilization pH values, pH 7.0 

& pH 8.6; Standard deviation shown where N=3 for each immobilization pH.   
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When converted to the average flux per unit surface area of the immobilized 

surfaces, our results show an initial burst of NO through the first 12 hours followed by a 

decline and then stable NO release up to the end of our observation window of 72 hours 

for all PEI/iNOSoxy surfaces regardless of pH of film formation (Figure 19). This two-

phase NO release kinetics model has been previously reported [85, 86]. The initial burst is 

especially useful to counter early prosthetic graft occlusion and hence delay the 

requirement of surgical revision of synthetic grafts such as those used in hemodialysis [87]. 

The flux peaks at a 2-4 hour timeframe from the start of the reaction. The average peak NO 

flux values range from 386 pmol.mm-2 for discs incubated using protein at pH 8.6 to 194 

pmol.mm-2 for discs incubated using protein at pH 7.0 in the same time window. For the 

two hour window considered, this translates to nearly 322 pmol.cm-2.min-1 for discs 

incubated using protein at pH 8.6 and to nearly 162 pmol.cm-2.min-1 for discs incubated 

using protein at pH 7.0. The NO flux resulting from the single enzyme layer immobilized 

at pH 8.6 comes close to the NO flux of stimulated human endothelial cells, at around 400 

pmol.cm-2.min-1 [51]. Moreover, the average flux resulting from pH 7.0 immobilized films 

diminishes faster, while flux resulting from pH 8.6 immobilized films is sustained at a 

higher level of release up until the end of our observation window of 72 hours. 
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Figure 19: Average surface NO flux for each immobilization pH value; pH 7.0 & pH 8.6; 

Standard deviation shown where N=3 for each immobilization pH.  
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1.4 Conclusion 

This chapter describes an improvement in the LbL method for the fabrication of 

thin films containing NOS enzymes for potential enzyme-based NI-release coatings. NOS 

enzymes can potentially be used in antithrombogenic coatings on blood-contacting medical 

implants. We have used pH to modulate the iNOSoxy loading on PEI layers.  We report an 

increase of activity of the thin films formed at pH 8.6 compared to thin films built at pH 

7.0 based on NO flux values. The activity of a LbL immobilized enzyme monolayer 

adsorbed at pH 8.6 is comparable to reported activity resulting from alternating (3)NOS-

(3)PEI multilayer thin film, that was immobilized at pH 7.4.   

The specific focus of this work has been to explore the use of pH of the 

immobilizing solution used to adsorb NOS enzyme layer to optimize enzyme loading on 

PEI. Electrochemical analysis of iNOSoxy films showed a high density of enzyme in films 

prepared at pH 8.6 compared to pH 7.0. This is consistent with our AFM imaging analyses, 

which show higher cluster density of features adsorbed at pH 8.6. The immobilization pH 

therefore controls the iNOSoxy loading on PEI thin films and hence the higher NO flux 

observed for films prepared at pH 8.6.  
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CHAPTER II: LbL THIN FILMS OF INDUCIBLE NITRIC OXIDE SYNTHASE 

OXYGENASE (iNOSoxy) AND BRANCHED POLYETHYLENIMINE (PEI) 

 

2.1 Introduction  

In this chapter we report enzyme-derived NO flux values from iNOSoxy monolayer 

immobilized on PEI matrix that has a branched polymeric structure as opposed to linear 

PEI. Charge-based electrostatic adsorption of macromolecules onto nanostructured thin-

films comprising of different matrices and their bioactivity have been reported [1-4].    

The effective NO flux resulting from active component in the film considered - 

iNOSoxy - is proportional to the number of active enzyme units at the surface. In the work 

described in this chapter, we explored the role of the polymeric structure of the underlying 

PEI matrix (linear vs. branched) on iNOSoxy enzyme loading, using the LbL process.  
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2.1.1 Charge density of matrix polymer and its significance 

The isoelectric point of mouse iNOS is 7.76 while for iNOSoxy domain used in this 

work, it is 6.11 [3-5]. Therefore, iNOSoxy protein carries an overall positive charge in 

solutions maintained below pH 6.11. In contrast, at pH values higher than 6.11 in solution, 

the iNOSoxy domain has an overall negative charge. In the previous chapter, we have 

shown how the increased charge density of protein in solution drives more adsorption. In 

this chapter we used a pH of 8.6 for immobilization, based on our results described in 

chapter 1 that indicated higher enzyme loading onto iNOSoxy/PEI thin films at pH 8.6 

compared to pH 7.0. In the current work we explored a different approach to achieve higher 

immobilization and activity. Linear and branched versions of same polymer matrix are 

known to carry different charge densities in solution [6, 7]. In a linear segment of PEI, 

every third atom is a secondary amino nitrogen that is protonable. This makes linear PEI 

chains excellent proton exchangers [8]. Therefore, the presence of protonated secondary 

amine groups in the linear PEI side-chains of branched PEI gives branched PEI a higher 

overall charge density, similar to reported charge density enhancement in other branched 

matrices [9]. We take advantage of this phenomenon, and use both linear and branched PEI 

as the matrices to compare and contrast immobilized iNOSoxy monolayers under both 

conditions. Polymer charge density and its significance in the formation of multilayered 

assemblies [10], co-deposition methods [11] and its ultimate  effect on the adsorption of 

polyelectrolytes [12] have been reported. In our case, charge density of underlying matrix 

polymer layer is expected to dictate the level of iNOSoxy loading, and the strength of the 

electrostatic attraction. The characterization methods investigate the loading and activity 

of iNOSoxy in the linear and branched matrices.      
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2.2 Experimental 

2.2.1 Expression and purification of iNOSoxy through recombinant plasmid DNA 

Mouse iNOS oxygenase (iNOSoxy) domain template transgene in pCWori vector 

plasmid transformed into BL21(DE3) ampicillin-resistant E. coli. strain has been used for 

the protein expression (received from the Dennis Stuehr Laboratory at the Lerner Research 

Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH, USA). From the glycerol stocks stored at -

80°C, we initiated growth of the host and induced synthesis of the enzyme protein 

according to standard purification protocols [13] described in chapter 1. Cells were 

harvested by pelleting the growth media and lysing the microbial cells to release and then 

precipitate the protein. Finally we used affinity chromatography based on the His-tag 

sequence binding to a Nickel charged column to further purify the iNOSoxy protein [13, 

14]. Dialysis was carried-out to further concentrate the aliquots obtained. Final 

concentration of protein in solution was determined for each batch before each 

characterization method, using the bathochromic shift of the Soret band for the p-450 type 

enzyme [15].   
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2.2.2 Atomic force microscopic (AFM) imaging of adsorbed thin layers 

We used the Agilent Pico-SPM atomic force microscope, PicoView controller and 

Mac-mode module (Agilent Technologies Inc.). We used the multi-purpose macro scanner 

with a scan range of 90m in the x-y dimension and 7m in the z-dimension (Agilent 

Technologies Inc.). PointProbe® Plus AFM probes (NanoAndMore USA Inc., SC, USA) 

of 125 µm length, 30 µm width, 42 N/m spring constant, and 270 kHz resonant frequencies 

were used in Acoustic AC mode in the imaging. AFM imaging was done in the closed 

chamber at ambient conditions. We used general-purpose desiccant for dehumidifying the 

chamber. For immobilization of thin film components, we used grade ZYA highly ordered 

pyrolytic graphite (HOPG) (Structure Probe Inc., PA, USA). HOPG square sizes of 12 mm 

× 12 mm × 2 mm were used, mounted on the sample plate. Several graphite layers were 

stripped-off from the mounted HOPG surfaces before each scan. The bare HOPG surfaces 

were scanned at different scan speeds for scan sizes ranging from an initial wide-window 

size of 90 µm × 90 µm to focused scan sizes of 500 nm × 500 nm. Retrieved, aliquots of 

100 µl of either linear or branched PEI (Polysciences Inc.) were added onto the surfaces. 

After an incubating for period of 5 minutes, the surfaces were washed thoroughly with DI 

water and were dried in a gentle nitrogen stream. Scan sizes ranging from 50 µm × 50 µm 

to 500 nm × 500 nm were obtained. Retrieved, aliquots of 50 µl of iNOSoxy adjusted to 

pH 8.6 were added onto each of the linear and branched PEI layers on HOPG. After an 

incubation time of 5-10 minutes, scans were performed for sizes 50 µm × 50 µm down to 

500 nm × 500 nm. 
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2.2.3 Griess assay for the determination of activity of thin films of iNOSoxy  

Using a hole-saw type drill bit, we made cylindrical PG discs from a high grade PG 

block. The discs were first polished following the same protocol described in chapter 

section 2.2.3. Using a Vernier caliper, the diameter of each disc was measured. Aliquots of 

50 μl each of 1.5 mg/ml linear PEI solutions (Polysciences Inc.) were added onto three of 

the polished surfaces while aliquots of 50 μl each of 1.5 mg/ml branched PEI solutions 

(Polysciences Inc.) were added onto another three polished surfaces. After an incubation 

period of approximately 5 minutes, the surfaces were washed thoroughly using DI water. 

Then the surfaces were dried using a nitrogen stream.  

Aliquots of 25 μl each of enzyme solution adjusted to pH 8.6 were added onto all 

six PEI immobilized disc surfaces. One disc having immobilized linear PEI without 

enzyme was used as the control. Modified surfaces were incubated for 15-20 minutes. 

Then, the surfaces were thoroughly washed using DI water before being dried in a gentle 

nitrogen stream. The seven discs were placed in the bottom of scintillation vials with the 

polished surfaces facing upwards. A cocktail volume of 5 ml reaction ingredients adjusted 

to 250 µM N-hydroxy-L-arginine (NHA), 10 µM tetrahydrobiopterin (H4B), and 400 µM 

dithiothreitol (DTT) made in 100 mM phosphate buffer medium and adjusted to pH 7.4 

was made for each vial. After adding the cocktail into the vials, the enzyme catalyzed 

reaction was triggered by adding hydrogen peroxide to a final concentration of 150mM. 

The vials were incubated at 37˚C. Aliquots of 100 µl of reaction media were drawn from 

each vial at 2, 4, 8, 12, 24, 48 & 72 hour lapse times. These were combined with 100µl of 

each of Griess reagents R1 (sulfanilamide) and R2 (N-(1-naphthyl)ethylenediamaine) 
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(Cayman chemical company) in cuvettes. After a 10 minute reaction time for the assay, 

absorbance values were recorded against the blank at 540 nm (UV-Vis spectrophotometer; 

Model 8543, Agilent Technologies). Simultaneously, several standard calibration series 

were constructed. 

 

2.2.4 Electrochemical investigation of heme-Fe3+ reduction and catalytic NO 

reduction by LbL immobilized PEI/iNOSoxy films on graphite electrodes  

We used the redox active Fe3+-heme of iNOSoxy to closely monitor the overall 

amount of iNOSoxy adsorbed in the two sets of films. Integration of the voltammetric 

current provides the faradaic charge passed, which can be converted to give the amount of 

iNOSoxy present in the film. The enzyme iNOSoxy, similar to other heme proteins and 

cytochrome P-450 enzymes, is able to catalyze the electrochemical reduction NO.  We 

used this metalloprotein-dependent direct electron transfer of the enzyme as a handle to 

monitor its immobilization and activity in the thin layers.  

An in-house purging system for making saturated NO in aqueous solution was used. 

Nitric oxide (Praxair) was purged through an alkaline pyrogallol solution (1:4 v/v 250 

mg.ml-1 pyrogallol : 1 g.ml-1 KOH) for oxygen-scrubbing. The resulting oxygen free NO 

gas flow was purged through a saturated KOH solution for the removal of remaining 

gaseous oxides. The resultant purging was collected into 10 ml of DI water contained in a 

sealed scintillation vial. Concentration of saturated aqueous NO solution was confirmed 
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using a Griess reagent system based calibration, before each experimental step for a 

separately purged, NO (NO2
-) saturated solution.   

Cylindrical pyrolytic graphite discs drilled-out from graphite blocs were connected 

to insulated copper wire, via a junction using conductive epoxy. Discs were then tightly 

fitted onto the end of glass tube using non-conductive epoxy resin. After letting the epoxy 

dry, the discs were first polished using a rotating polishing pad according to earlier 

protocols [16]. The discs were polished using 0.3 μm size Alumina. After washing, they 

were polished again using 0.05 μm size alumina. All discs were cleaned further by 

sonicating in a water bath for 30 seconds. Then the electrodes were blow-dried using a 

nitrogen stream. Aliquots of 5 μl each of 1.5 mg/ml linear and branched PEI solution 

(Polysciences Inc.) were added onto the polished surfaces of each of the discs. After 

incubating for 10 minutes, the electrodes were washed with DI water and dried in a nitrogen 

stream. On top of the electrodes immobilized with linear and branched PEI, aliquots of 5 

μl of enzyme solution were added. We used five electrodes with relatively low capacitive 

currents for enzyme immobilization, and tested them with both linear PEI and branched 

PEI as matrices. Three electrodes coated with only linear PEI and not immobilized with 

enzyme were used as the control.  

We used multi-necked electrochemical cells (Ace Glass) to set-up apparatus for 

enzyme immobilized PG electrode, Ag/AgCl reference electrode and platinum auxiliary 

electrode to make contact with 10.0 ml of the phosphate buffer solution used as the 

electrolytic medium. The buffer used, has been de-gased first for 30 minutes using a slow 

nitrogen purge to remove oxygen. A nitrogen blanket was maintained throughout all stages 

of the experiment. First, we observed the current as a response to a linear sweep of potential 
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in the absence of NO substrate for all the electrodes. Proceeding onto cyclic voltammetry, 

we did several blank cyclic voltammetric scans to confirm the absence of peak reducing 

currents for the reduction of NO2
- in solution. Introducing the substrate, aliquots of 2.0 mM 

NO were injected to the buffer solution using a Hamilton syringe, increasing the NO 

concentration in buffer by approximately 20 μM increments. Immediately after each 

injection, the solution was swiftly stirred by the magnetic stirrer before a scan was done. 
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2.3 Results and discussion 

2.3.1 AFM imaging of modified surfaces 

Figure 20(a) shows topology of the bare HOPG surface while Figure 20(b) shows 

the PEI immobilized HOPG surface. The topological image of PEI-modified HOPG shows 

aggregate polymeric features. In Figure 21, we show the topological images of iNOSoxy 

on PEI. Figure 21(a) for iNOSoxy immobilized on linear PEI shows sparsely distributed, 

small clusters of features after incubation in iNOSoxy solution. Figure 21(b), on the other 

hand, shows larger clusters of protein aggregates.   
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Figure 20: AFM images on the topology of the bare and PEI matrix adsorbed surfaces; a) 

Bare HOPG (scan size 25 μm × 25 μm), b) PEI immobilized on HOPG for 5min (Scan 

size: 25 μm × 25 μm). 
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Figure 21: AFM images on the topology of the outermost layer in iNOSoxy 

immobilization on PEI; a) Outermost NOS layer immobilized at pH 8.6 on linear PEI 

matrix (Scan size: 1 μm × 1 μm) & b) Outermost NOS layer immobilized at pH 8.6 on 

branched PEI matrix (Scan size: 1 μm × 1 μm). 

(b) 

(a) 
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The analysis of clusters using Scanning Probe Image Processor (SPIP) is shown in 

Figure 22. Overall, for the range of feature diameters 20-100nm, iNOSoxy immobilized on 

linear PEI shows higher abundance of features than iNOSoxy immobilized on branched 

PEI. There is no significant difference in clusters in the diameter range from 100-120nm 

for linear and branched PEI based films. However, branched PEI based iNOSoxy layers 

show the presence of relatively larger clusters, from 140-280nm in diameter of features not 

seen on linear PEI. Overall, branched PEI loads more iNOSoxy units and exhibits a higher 

degree of roughness of iNOSoxy on surface compared to linear PEI.  

The positive charge density of matrix layer increases for PEI due to its branching. 

This is expected to drive higher level of iNOSoxy adsorption and potentially higher 

roughness on surface compared to linear PEI.  
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Figure 22: Histographic comparison of cluster diameters for Figure 21 a) & 21 b) 

showing number of features in each diameter range. 
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2.3.2 Activity of thin films of enzyme  

Graphs on cumulative NO concentration in reaction cocktail, assayed by Griess 

reagent system [17] is shown in Figure 23. The cumulative NO release follows a general 

pattern of an initial burst to a plateau through the 72-hour measurement window, which is 

a typical two-phase release model [18, 19]. However, the average cumulative concentration 

at each sample interval resulting from iNOSoxy layer immobilized on branched PEI matrix 

is higher than the average cumulative concentration resulting from iNOSoxy layer 

immobilized on linear PEI matrix. At 72 hours, iNOSoxy layer immobilized on branched 

PEI matrix resulted in an average NO concentration of 16 μM in solution, whereas 

iNOSoxy layer immobilized on linear PEI matrix resulted in an average NO concentration 

close to 12 μM.  
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Figure 23: Average cumulative NO concentration generated from iNOSoxy/PEI films 

using branched PEI and linear PEI. Error bars represent standard deviations for 5 trials. 
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As shown previously (chapter 1), the average flux per unit surface area for all the 

immobilized surfaces shows an initial burst of NO through the first 12 hours as shown in 

Figure 24. This initial burst is followed by a decline and then a steady state of NO release 

up to the end of our observation window of 72 hours [20]. The average flux peaks at 2-4 

hours from the start of the reaction, i.e. the incubation of thin layers. For the 2-4 hour time 

window, the average peak NO flux values range from nearly 479 pmol.mm-2 for discs 

having iNOSoxy immobilized on branched PEI matrix to about 386 pmol.mm-2 for discs 

having iNOSoxy immobilized on linear PEI matrix. For the two hour window considered, 

this translates to nearly 400 pmol.cm-2.min-1 for discs immobilized with thin films of 

iNOSoxy on branched PEI and to nearly 322 pmol.cm-2.min-1 for discs immobilized with 

thin films of iNOSoxy on linear PEI. Furthermore, average NO flux by iNOSoxy 

immobilized on linear PEI matrix diminishes faster, while NO flux resulting iNOSoxy 

immobilized on branched PEI matrix remains higher. Branched PEI based iNOSoxy 

monolayers equal the reported NO flux of stimulated human endothelial cells of 400 

pmol.cm-2.min-1 [21].  
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Figure 24: Average surface flux of NO from iNOSoxy/PEI films immobilized on 

branched PEI and linear PEI. Error bars represent standard deviations for 5 trials. 
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2.3.3 Electrochemistry and Michaelis-Menten kinetics 

2.3.3.1 Electrocatalytic reduction of NO mediated by iNOSoxy in films 

Electrochemical analyses of iNOSoxy immobilized electrodes have been used to 

provide both the amount of enzyme units on surface and their catalytic turnover rates. First, 

in the absence of NO – the reducible substrate – we used the redox active Fe3+-heme of 

iNOSoxy to quantify the iNOSoxy adsorption in the two sets of films; one on linear PEI 

matrix and the other on branched PEI matrix. Integration of the voltammetric current 

provides the faradaic charge passed through the redox active iNOSoxy in each film, which 

is an indication of the amount of iNOSoxy present. Like chapter 1, we also used iNOSoxy-

mediated NO catalytic reduction to compare and contrast the amount and catalytic integrity 

of adsorbed iNOSoxy units.      

Figure 25 shows a typical cyclic voltammogram for a heme containing film for the 

specific window. Shown here are the Fe3+/Fe2+ and Fe2+/Fe+ redox couples, of iNOSoxy in 

this experiment.   
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Figure 25: Typical cyclic voltammogram showing Fe3+/Fe2+ (approx. 500mV) and 

Fe2+/Fe+ (approx. 950mV) redox couples for the heme moieties in an iNOSoxy 

immobilized electrode. The effect of Ohmic drop has been removed by mathematically 

treating the original graph. 

 

  

0.0 -0.2 -0.4 -0.6 -0.8 -1.0

2.0

1.6

1.2

0.8

0.4

0.0

-0.4
C

u
rr

en
t 

(
A

)

Potential [V] vs. Ag/AgCl



 

81 

 

2.3.3.2 iNOSoxy-heme Fe3+ reduction as a quantifier of immobilization 

Typical linear sweep voltammograms for Fe3+-heme reduction obtained at 8mV/s 

scan rate for a set of the two types of films are shown in Figure 26. We observe a 

comparable Faradaic charge transfer by electrodes modified with linear & branched PEI. 

In average, we find that iNOSoxy films constructed using linear PEI transfer nearly the 

same amount of electrons as films constructed using branched PEI as matrix (approx. 55 

nC for branched PEI based films vs. approx. 62 nC for linear PEI based films) as shown in 

Figure 27. Here, the same electrode has been modified with alternating PEI/iNOSoxy 

monolayers where one set of data were obtained using a linear PEI/iNOSoxy film and the 

other using a branched PEI/iNOSoxy film.  

Previously, AFM-based cluster analysis showed larger clusters after incubation in 

iNOSoxy on branched PEI matrix. If this translates directly into active catalyst 

concentration on an electrode surface, the observation must be a higher charge transfer on 

branched PEI. The reason for the comparable integrals with approximately the same charge 

transfer, despite higher loading in branched PEI, is not clear at this point. However, it is 

possible that orientation of adsorbed protein units versus the electrode surface for linear 

and branched PEI plays a role in electron transfer, which affects the sampling of iNOSoxy 

units during the voltammetric scans in the two cases. However, this potential change of 

orientation in the two cases would not affect iNOS activity in terms of NO synthesis, which 

explains the results observed in terms of fluxes of NO measured in the previous section     
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Figure 26: Integrals of characteristic Fe3+ reduction in 8mV.s-1 linear sweep 

voltammograms for iNOSoxy/PEI films adsorbed on linear PEI and branched PEI. Thin 

films immobilized from iNOSoxy solution at pH 8.6.  
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Figure 27: Average of integrals of the characteristic Fe3+ reduction in 8mV.s-1 linear 

sweep voltammograms for iNOSoxy/PEI films adsorbed on linear PEI and branched PEI. 

Standard deviation based on data for the same batch of electrodes immobilized at pH 8.6 

(N=5). 

 

 

 

2.3.3.3 Catalytic reduction of NO by iNOSoxy immobilized on branched and linear 

PEI 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70
    iNOSoxy film adsobed on

branched PEI 
    iNOSoxy film adsobed on

linear PEI

 Time (Sec)

T
o

ta
l c

h
a

rg
e

 t
ra

n
s

fe
r 

(n
C

)



 

84 

 

Addition of NO to the solution results in a catalytic peak around -0.9V vs. Ag/AgCl. 

In line with previous studies [22, 23], the catalytic current observed, is proportional to NO 

concentration. Figure 28 shows the peaks of nitric oxide catalytic reduction mediated by 

iNOSoxy films adsorbed onto linear and branched PEI.     

Figure 28 is a comparison of peak catalytic currents (IPC) for NO reduction by 

iNOSoxy immobilized electrodes. Peak catalytic currents (IPC) for NO reduction by 

iNOSoxy immobilized electrodes are comparable between linear PEI and branched PEI 

based thin films for each NO concentration. For example, in Figure 28, average IPC values 

for NO reduction by thin films of iNOSoxy adsorbed onto linear PEI and branched PEI are 

9.8 μA and 10.1 μA respectively, for 120 μM NO concentration. We showed previously 

(section 2.3.3.2; Figures 26 & 27) that integral of voltammogram obtained in the absence 

of substrate can be comparison of surface-bound active catalyst concentration with regards 

to iNOSoxy/PEI on PG electrodes. When substrate NO is present, current, i.e., the rate of 

charge transfer by the enzyme in catalytic reduction, becomes a direct measurement of 

enzyme kinetics. 
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Figure 28: Cyclic voltammogram (200 mV.s-1) for catalytic NO reduction iNOSoxy 

immobilized on linear PEI and branched PEI, measured at the same NO concentration 

(120 μM). Immobilization pH is 8.6. 
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2.3.3.4 Michaelis-Menten kinetics 

According to the Michaelis-Menten model, the rate of an enzyme catalyzed reaction 

denoted by V, is given as follows.  

V ⨉	
	 		

	 (2.1) 

Vmax is the maximum rate of substrate turnover, kM is the substrate concentration at 

half maximum of the rate of conversion, and, kcat is the turnover number. In the 

electrochemical form, the rate of catalysis is Icat measured in the voltammetric scan. 

According to Michaelis-Menten model, Icat is given as follows.  

I ⨉ 	
	 		

		 (2.2)	

Γ is the surface active catalyst concentration, A is the active surface area electrode, 

and, F is the Faraday constant. While [S] is the substrate concentration, kcat denotes the 

turnover number. Therefore, typical enzyme saturation kinetics can be observed in a plot 

of the normalized catalytic current against substrate (NO) concentration. Figure 29 shows 

the Michaelis-Menten plot for the electrodes modified using linear and branched PEI as 

matrices and iNOSoxy as the active layer.  Michaelis-Menten non-linear curve fitting 

derives kM and kcat for the two sets of data, representing the conditions of immobilization 

and activity. 
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Figure 29: Average catalytic peak current for NO reduction at the surfaces of thin films 

of iNOSoxy adsorbed at pH 8.6 onto linear PEI and branched PEI. Standard deviation 

based on data for the same batch of electrodes immobilized using linear and branched 

PEI (N=5). 
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iNOSoxy films grown on branched PEI and linear PEI show comparable turnover 

rates. A slight decrease in the rate of catalysis is observable for the branched PEI based 

thin films, possibly due to the hindered electron shunt resulting from stacked iNOSoxy 

units. Non-linear fitting of observed traces using the Michaelis-Menten kinetic model 

yields the kM and kcat values for the two films shown in table 2.  

Type of PEI used for 
iNOSoxy 
Immobilization 

kM (μM)  kcat (s‐1) 

Linear PEI  69.6±4.8  184.4±5.3 

Branched PEI  63.7±5.1  184.0±5.9 

 

Table 2: Extracted Michaelis-Menten parameters from non-linear regression fitting 

using Michaelis-Menten model  

 

Michaelis-Menten saturation kinetics do not show a significant difference in the 

rate of catalysis observed, for the iNOSoxy films immobilized on linear PEI or branched 

PEI. Our previous work showed a significant change in the rate of catalysis and different 

kM and kcat values, when the iNOSoxy/PEI films were immobilized at different pH. This 

was attributed to the possible structural distortions of the protein that lead to changes in 

dynamic motions of the enzyme [24-27]. In the current work, iNOSoxy is adsorbed at pH 

8.6 for both linear and branched PEI based thin films. Therefore, the enzyme structure 

remains potentially unaffected when the enzyme is immobilized on either the linear PEI or 

the branched PEI, which explains the comparable kinetic parameters KM and kcat of the two 

sets of iNOSoxy films adsorbed onto linear PEI and branched PEI.   



 

89 

 

2.4 Conclusion 

This chapter explored the effect of PEI structure (linear vs. branched) on iNOSoxy 

loading in LbL films. We used branched PEI to modulate the iNOSoxy loading on PEI 

layers. We report higher activity by the thin films formed on branched PEI compared to 

thin films built on linear PEI. The activity of thin films described in this chapter is 

comparable to the activity of alternating (3)NOS-(3)PEI multilayer thin film based LbL 

method.  

The specific focus of this chapter has been to explore the use of polymer branching 

and the corresponding increase of polymer charge density to optimize enzyme loading on 

PEI. Active iNOSoxy concentration in thin films explored by electrochemical data implies 

comparable enzyme loading onto the outermost layer in linear and branched PEI based thin 

films. However, the AFM imaging of films made with branched PEI suggests higher 

density of packed enzyme clusters compared to smaller clusters in the case of films made 

with linear PEI. Assay based activity results confirm the higher loading onto branched PEI 

based films compared to linear PEI based films.  
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CHAPTER III: INDUCIBLE NITRIC OXIDE SYNTHASE OXYGENASE 

(iNOSoxy) ENCAPSULATED IN ELECTROSPUN FIBER SCAFFOLDS AND 

MATS  

 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 Electrospinning 

Electrospinning is an economical method for fabricating scaffolds and mats that 

can host and release therapeutic agents while functioning as support structures for tissue 

and cell growth. Electrospinning produces polymer fibers with diameters in the nano to 

micrometer range. Electrospinning is used efficiently in a variety of tissue-engineering 

applications for different types of scaffolds [1-4], controlled drug-delivery platforms [5], 

and sensors [6, 7]. For example, materials such as DNA has been successfully embedded 

into and released from electrospun scaffolds, where the DNA has been used for transfection 

[8]. In our current work, electrospun scaffolds and mats encapsulate an enzyme, nitric 

oxide synthase, involved in the generation and release of nitric oxide (NO) upon contact 
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with the buffer containing NOS reaction cocktail. Release of NO is useful for the scaffold 

to counteract thrombogenesis, which could be an advantage for scaffolds whose primary 

function is acting as a solid support for cells in regenerative medical applications.  

A homogenized electrospinning mixture of polymer, solvent and active ingredient 

(the enzyme in our case) is contained in a syringe. This is horizontally driven at a flow rate 

of several milliliters per hour to elute from the needle tip. The eluting mixture, rather than 

falling along gravity, is attracted to a mandrel, due to a potential difference applied between 

the needle and the mandrel. The ejecting stream of electrospinning mixture forms a Taylor 

cone at the edge of the needle, before thinning-out along its direction [9, 10]. Typical 

voltage biases range from 5-30 kV and the air-gap distance between the needle and 

collecting mandrel range from 15-30 cm. On elution, the polymer mixture with its 

constituents is driven as a continuous stream of wet fiber. The electrospinning chamber 

facilitates the evaporation of solvent component from the spinning polymer solution. As 

the solvent evaporates, the jet solidifies, forming a polymer fiber. The spinning mandrel 

collects the fiber and forms either a mat or a scaffold depending on the shape and size of 

the mandrel. 

The encapsulation of active agents in electrospun fibers can be achieved in two 

major electrospinning methods: (1) coaxial electrospinning and, (2) emulsion 

electrospinning. Coaxial electrospinning uses two separate spinning streams of fluids for 

the electrospinning process. A polymer shell and a core consisting of encapsulating 

ingredient are pumped through separate feeder lines, toward the tip of the coaxial double –

bore needle. Coaxial electrospinning has been used to contain bovine serum albumin (BSA) 

in polycaprolactone [11, 12]. A number of pharmaceutical agents such as tetracycline 
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hydrochloride [5], ibuprofen [13], and rifampicin [14] have been coaxially electrospun into 

encapsulating fibers, which are used to release the drug at targeted interventions. 

The emulsion electrospinning method involves an aqueous solution containing 

typically the active ingredient in a non-polar polymer-solvent combination. The active 

component, iNOSoxy, and the polymer form a biphasic emulsion that is fed into a single-

bore needle. When a biphasic emulsion is used for electrospinning, it results in the 

encapsulation of an aqueous pocket called a ‘node’ within the polymer microfibers. Growth 

factors [15] and different proteins such as cytochrome C [16] have been successfully 

electrospun using emulsion electrospinning to enhance biocompatibility. In this work, we 

explore conditions under which iNOSoxy can be embedded in aqueous pockets entrapped 

in electrospun polymer matrices. The long term goal of this work is to develop scaffolds 

and mats that demonstrate antithrombogenic activity to counteract thrombosis cascade 

observed in scaffolds.  

3.1.2 The polymers 

Polycaprolactone (PCL, Fig. 30(a)) is a hydrophobic polymer used in the 

fabrication of electrospun fiber scaffolds. PCL based scaffolds have been designed for the 

delivery of therapeutic agents [17], and as cell infiltration scaffolds systems [18]. 

Caprolactone-based polymers undergo hydrolysis in mammalian physiological conditions. 

For certain implantable devices, this is beneficial where implants are expected to safely 

degrade and leave the body after the end of its functional lifespan. Hydrolysis in biological 

conditions proceed via the cleavage of the ester bond and therefore can be affected by pH 
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and temperature [6]. Studies of mouse fibroblast adhesion onto electrospun scaffolds have 

also shown the biocompatibility of PCL [19].  

 

Polyvinyl alcohol (PVA, Figure 30(b)) is a water-soluble polymer used in 

electrospinning mats and scaffolds. PVA in electrospun implantable systems showed 

resistance against implant infection [20]. Electrospun PVA fiber mats are important as 

dissolving drug delivery systems that leave no harmful residue [21]. However, when longer 

functionality is desired, cross-linking can increase the stability of PVA fibers, which makes 

them resist degradation in aqueous systems, including body fluids [22, 23]. However, 

release and activity of embedded ingredients could be affected by the cross-linking process 

[24]. 

Polyethylene-co-vinyl acetate (PEVA, Figure 30(c)) is another hydrophobic 

polymer used in fabricating electrospun scaffolds for drug delivery [17].  PEVA is inert 

and non-biodegradable under human physiological conditions. In-vivo experiments have 

shown PEVA implants to be biocompatible, with evidence of tissue encapsulation of 

implants [25].  
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Figure 30: Structures of a) polycaprolactone, b) polyvinyl alcohol and, c) polyethyl-vinyl 

acetate. 
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3.2 Experimental   

3.2.1 iNOSoxy structural study by FTIR in different organic solvent mixtures used 

in electrospinning 

We used FTIR analysis to characterize iNOSoxy emulsified in different solvents 

used in the polymer/solvent mixture. We used the diamond ATR crystal assembly (PIKE 

technologies) coupled to a FTIR (Varian Digilab Scimitar series FTS 2000). Aliquots of 

10 μl of ~100 μM iNOSoxy in EPPS buffer were combined with volumes of 60, 70, 80 and 

90 μl of either chloroform or acetone, and homogenized. The blank measurement was 

obtained by placing a 100 μl drop of the respective solvent on the ATR crystal. Aliquots 

of 100 μl of homogenized iNOSoxy-solvent mixtures were placed on the crystal to acquire 

FTIR spectra. 

3.2.2 Activity of iNOSoxy in polymer mixture before electrospinning  

When bathed in buffer containing iNOSoxy substrate cocktail, the enzyme 

catalyzes the production and release of NO [26, 27]. Similar to the assay methods used in 

sections 1.2.6 and 2.2.3, we used the Griess reagent system to monitor NO release in 

electrospinning mixture in order to characterize iNOSoxy activity. The combined 

iNOS/polymer mixture (25 μl of enzyme in 475 μl in polymer mix) was vortexed at several 

3-second cycles. An aliquot of 800 μl of EPPS buffer was added to the vortexed polymer-

enzyme mixture. The combination was again vortexed in the same manner, to partially 

extract iNOSoxy from the emulsified spinning mixture into the buffer phase, which was 
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used for testing enzyme activity. A volume of 300 μl of EPPS layer was transferred into a 

500 μl cuvette. Aliquots of 300 µl each of Griess reagent (sulfanilamide and NED, 

Promega) were added to the cuvette. After 10 minutes, UV-Vis spectra were recorded. In 

addition, the EPPS layer used to re-extract the enzyme was removed from the vial 

containing the iNOSoxy/polymer emulsion. The remaining iNOSoxy/polymer mixtures 

were separated by centrifugation in 1 ml Microcon® filters at 10,000 rpm for 1 minute. The 

separated enzyme portions remaining in residue were washed and incubated with 500 μl of 

NOS reaction cocktail for 15 minutes. NO output was measured using the Griess assay to 

determine the activity of trapped enzyme. A total NO output, produced by both the 

extracted and trapped iNOSoxy was measured, and compared against an output of NO by 

a native enzyme aliquot used in the characterization. 

 

3.2.3 Electrospinning apparatus 

A sketch of the electrospinning apparatus is shown in Figure 31. The apparatus 

consists of a syringe, typically 5 cm3, containing the spinning mixture. The syringe is 

mounted on, and driven by a syringe pump (model 100 KD scientific Inc., New Hope, PA). 

The needle (gauge range of 16-20) is cut flat, to facilitate the Taylor cone formation [9, 

10]. A high voltage DC power supply (Spellman, CWE1000R, Spellman High Voltage 

Electronics Corp., Hauppauge, NY) applies the bias between needle and the collecting 

mandrel. The mandrels are made of steel or coated alloys and are grounded. The oscillation 

and the rotation of the mandrel are driven by computer numeric control motors. The 

oscillation is made to glide on a linear drive perpendicular to the direction of ejection. The 
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electrospinning assembly is contained in a cage made of commercial plexiglass with 

evacuation lines fitted for removing volatile solvent. Ambient conditions such as humidity 

and temperature are carefully monitored.   

 

 

Figure 31: A schematic representation of a typical electrospinning apparatus. 

 

3.2.4 Preparation of polymer solution and electrospinning parameters 

A mass of 2.2 g of polycaprolactone (70,000–90,000 MW, Sigma Aldrich by GPC) 

was dissolved in 15 ml of chloroform (Sigma) overnight to achieve a homogenous solution 

of ~10% w/w PCL. For polyethylene-co-vinyl acetate, (Sigma Aldrich), a mass of 6.0 g 

was dissolved in 29 ml of chloroform (Sigma) overnight to achieve a homogenous solution 
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of ~14% w/w PEVA. A mass of 2 g of polyvinyl alcohol (99%, hydrolyzed, Sigma Aldrich) 

was dissolved in 20 ml of DI water to make ~10% w/w solution of PVA.  

We selected a ratio of 20:1 v/v for polymer-solvent to iNOSoxy throughout the 

experiments, after examining trials for both lower and higher ratios. A volume of 950 μl of 

polymer solution was pipetted into a capped conical vial. To this, an aliquot of 50 μl of 100 

μM iNOSoxy in EPPS buffer was added. The suspension was vortexed in several 2-5 

second cycles. The resultant 1 ml homogenized mixture was loaded into the 5 cm3 syringe 

for electrospinning.  
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Polymer / solvent 
10% w/w PCL in 

chloroform  

14% w/w PEVA in 

chloroform 

10% w/w PVA in 

water 

Polymer/solvent : 

iNOSoxy ratio (v/v) 
20:1 20:1 20:1 

Air-gap distance (cm) 15 30 15 

Voltage (kV) 15 15 15 

Flow rate (ml/hour) 1.0 3.0 1.0 

 

Table 3: Electrospinning parameters for each polymer/solvent system. 

 

3.2.5 Optical microscopic imaging of electrospun scaffolds and mats 

Electrospun microfibers were collected in a glass microscope slides (Fisher 

Scientific). A number of samples at different distances from the needle were collected and 

imaged. The purpose was to monitor solvent evaporation along the ejection path and 

formation of nodes. We used a Nikon Eclipse TS100 inverted optical microscope using 

10X, 20X and 40X magnifications. Images were captured using a digital camera connected 

to the ocular. Image analysis and rendering was done using Qscope software.  

We used Sudan IV (Sigma) as a staining reagent to observe separation of polar and 

non-polar phases in the electrospinning process. We used a ratio of 1 mg of Sudan IV per 
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1 ml of homogenized electrospinning mixture. Optical microscopic images were obtained 

separately for stained electrospun scaffolds. We also used fluorescein 

isothiocyanate (FITC) to observe the nodes formed in emulsion electrospinning method 

where aqueous solvent pockets are encapsulated.   

 

3.2.6 Scanning Electron Microscopic imaging of electrospun scaffolds and mats 

We used JEOL JSM-6510LV series Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and 

Inspect F-50 field emission SEM (FE-SEM) for imaging electrospun scaffolds and mats. 

We used aluminum stubs and square specimen mounts to fix scaffolds and mats for gold 

sputtering and imaging. We used Quorum EMS (Quorum Technologies) sputter coater for 

gold sputtering. All cylindrical scaffolds were cut open and mounted on stubs. Image-J64 

software was used to analyze the fiber diameters.  

 

3.2.7 Activity of iNOSoxy enzyme embedded in PVA scaffold through Griess 

reagent system 

Several 2 cm × 2 cm non-crosslinked PVA scaffold sections were cut from each 

batch of the spun fiber scaffolds containing iNOSoxy. The control sample was a section of 

scaffold that did not have iNOSoxy in its aqueous suspension during the electrospinning 

process. The scaffold sections were placed in labeled scintillation vials. Volumes of 5 ml 

of the NOS reaction cocktail containing 250 µM N-hydroxy-L-arginine (NHA), 10 µM 
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tetrahydrobiopterin (H4B), and 400 µM dithiothreitol (DTT) prepared in 100 mM 

phosphate buffer adjusted to pH 7.4, were added to each of the vials. The enzyme-catalyzed 

reaction was triggered at 37˚C by adding hydrogen peroxide to a final concentration of 150 

mM. Aliquots of 100 µl of reaction medium were retrieved and combined with 100 µl of 

each of Griess reagents R1 (sulfanilamide) and R2 (N-(1-naphthyl)ethylenediamaine) 

(Cayman Chemical Company) in a UV-Vis cuvettes. Absorbance values at 540 nm against 

the reagent blank were recorded (UV-Vis; Model 8543, Agilent Technologies) after a 10-

minute incubation time for all assay aliquots. Concentrations were determined using a 

standard calibration curve prepared under the same conditions.  

3.2.8 Activity of iNOSoxy enzyme embedded in scaffold using a fluorometric 

method 

Our preliminary activity characterizations on electrospun fiber based iNOSoxy 

prompted the use of a more sensitive assay than the Griess assay system. We used the DAF-

FM (4-amino-5-methylamino-2',7'-difluorofluorescein) diacetate assay [28, 29]. Figure 32 

is a schematic representation of the general reaction of DAF-FM based fluorescence assay 

used to determine NO concentration.    

 Scaffold sections of 2 cm × 2 cm were cut from each batch of the iNOSoxy enzyme 

containing PCL and PEVA spun fiber scaffolds. For the control experiment, we used a 

section of scaffold electrospun without iNOSoxy. The scaffold sections were placed in 

labeled scintillation vials. Volumes of 1 ml of the reaction cocktail containing 250 µM N-

hydroxy-L-arginine (NHA), 10 µM tetrahydrobiopterin (H4B), and 400 µM dithiothreitol 

(DTT) dissolved in 100 mM phosphate buffer medium and adjusted to a final pH value of 
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7.4 were added to each of vial. The enzyme catalyzed reaction was activated by adding 

hydrogen peroxide to a final concentration of 150 mM. Scaffolds were incubated at 37˚C. 

Aliquots of 150 µl of reaction media were taken at 2, 4, 8, 12, 24, 48 & 72 hour lapse times 

for analysis. The reaction aliquots were placed in opaque microplate wells. Aliquots of 150 

µl of 10 µM DAF-FM diacetate (4-amino-5-methylamino- 2′,7′-difluorofluorescein 

diacetate, Molecular Probes Inc.) were added to each well. We used Hitachi f-7000 

fluorescence spectrophotometer. Excitation wavelength was set at 495 nm, while emission 

was monitored at 515 nm. A standard calibration curve for the NO concentration range 

from 0.1 µM to 12.0 µM was used to measure NO released in reactions catalyzed by 

iNOSoxy in electrospun scaffolds and mats.    
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Figure 32: Reaction scheme for the detection of NO by DAF-FM diacetate. 
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3.3 Results and Discussion 

3.3.1 FTIR analysis for protein structure in organic solvent systems 

We monitored amide I (1650 cm-1) and amide II (1550 cm-1) bands [30-32] (Figure 

33) as a handle on changes of structural environments and the overall three dimensional 

protein structure [32, 33] in contact with chloroform. Overall FTIR spectra enabled us to 

determine chloroform/iNOSoxy volume ratios that retained or minimally affected 

iNOSoxy structure in the electrospinning medium [34].  

 

3.3.2 Activity of iNOSoxy in polymer mixture before electrospinning 

A fraction of iNOSoxy will be denatured in the emulsion, and would not respond 

to an activity assay. Some of the iNOSoxy in the emulsion was easily extracted and assayed 

for activity. The remaining fraction entrapped in the emulsion was centrifuged, 

resuspended and then assayed separately. The activity of iNOSoxy from both fractions are 

added and provide the total activity for viable iNOSoxy enzymes in the electrospinning 

emulsion. Figure 33 shows a comparison iNOSoxy activity for each polymer-solvent 

combination. As expected, enzyme activity is almost retained in aqueous PVA-based 

polymer combination as shown in Figure 33. The activity of enzyme in the electrospinning 

mixture of 10% w/w PCL/chloroform is nearly one fifth of iNOSoxy native activity. On 

the other hand, iNOSoxy from PEVA/chloroform emulsion is about one tenth of native 

iNOSoxy activity, taken as the control.    
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Figure 33: Activity of iNOSoxy prior to electrospinning in three different homogenized 

polymer/solvent mixtures and iNOSoxy. Control is provided by iNOSoxy enzyme in 

EPPS buffer. Error bars represent standard deviations in repeated trials (N=3). 
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3.3.3 Physical characteristics of electrospun fiber scaffolds and mats 

Higher w/w ratios of solvent to polymer affect the continuity of the polymer fiber 

while lower ratios coagulate the spinning mix at the needle due to different viscoelasticity. 

Using the 1:20 v/v ratio of polymer/solvent to iNOSoxy in buffer, two types of electrospun 

scaffolds were fabricated and used for characterization. 

The main type of scaffold we fabricated was the vessel-like tubular electrospun 

scaffold. We used the 2 mm and 4 mm diameter smaller mandrels to spin PCL scaffolds of 

this type. Scaffolds are retrieved by sliding along the mandrel. Figure 34 shows an image 

of a typical PCL scaffold. The resulting material is cut into sections and used for activity 

characterization and imaging. PCL scaffolds are relatively rigid mechanically and returns 

to original form easily after distortion of its cylindrical shape. Figure 35 shows a section 

of PEVA scaffold. Unlike PCL, PEVA scaffolds tend to adhere to mandrel and other 

surfaces. The original scaffold is cut along a line parallel to spinning axis. The other type 

is the electrospun fiber mat. Figure 36 shows a PVA scaffold spun using the larger 50 mm 

diameter mandrel. Sections ranging from 5 cm × 5 cm to 2 cm × 2 cm were used for activity 

assays, while smaller sections were used for imaging.  
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Figure 34: A photograph of a section of PCL scaffold retrieved from the small 4 mm 

mandrel immediately after electrospinning. Electrospinning conditions: Air-gap distance: 

15 cm, Potential: 15 kV, Electrospinning emulsion ratio (v/v): 20:1 (Polymer mixture : 

iNOSoxy containing buffer), Flow rate 1 ml/hr. 

 

  

Figure 35: A photograph of a section of PEVA scaffold cut open and retrieved from the 

small 4 mm mandrel after electrospinning. Electrospinning conditions: Air-gap distance: 

30 cm, Potential: 15 kV, Electrospinning emulsion ratio (v/v): 20:1 (Polymer mixture : 

iNOSoxy containing buffer), Flow rate 3 ml/hr. 
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Figure 36: A photograph of a section of PVA scaffold retrieved from the large mandrel 

immediately after electrospinning. Electrospinning conditions: Air-gap distance: 15 cm, 

Potential: 15 kV, Electrospinning emulsion ratio (v/v): 20:1 (Polymer mixture : iNOSoxy 

containing buffer), Flow rate 1 ml/hr.  
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Both PCL and PEVA based scaffolds maintain their physical form in aqueous 

solutions, for all activity characterizations carried-out in EPPS buffer. PVA scaffolds 

dissolve considerably in aqueous reaction cocktail where activity assays were carried out. 

Initially, the original mats coalesce into polymer aggregates that continue to degrade and 

dissolve. Crosslinked PVA mats do not dissolve. Both the crosslinked and non-crosslinked 

forms of PVA could be useful, depending on the application. Rapidly dissolving, drug 

eluting scaffolds and mats have been investigated previously for their specific benefits for 

PCL based systems [35, 36]. Other polymer systems have also been studied for 

biodegradable nature of the scaffolds and the accompanying benefits [14].     

 

3.3.4 Optical microscopic imaging 

The encapsulation of aqueous pockets in the PCL and PEVA polymer microfiber 

is driven by the separation of polar aqueous pockets from the non-polar solvent during the 

electrospinning process. In contrast, PVA shows no clear separation of ‘nodes’ as expected. 

This is due to the fact that both the active component, iNOSoxy enzyme and polymer 

matrix are part of the same aqueous phase.  

Figure 37 shows an electrospun microfiber scaffold stained with Sudan IV. Polar 

aqueous phase containing ‘nodes’ are shown, which are entrapped in the non-polar PCL 

polymer microfibers. Sudan IV has been used previously to provide information on the 

composition of PCL fiber mats [37]. Figure 38 shows optical microscopic images of PVA 

and PCL microfibers respectively, with embedded iNOSoxy.   
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Figure 37: Optical microscopic images of PCL microfibers stained with Sudan IV.  
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Figure 38: Optical microscopic images of PCL microfibers with encapsulated pockets of 

iNOSoxy.  
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Figure 39 shows the fluorescence images of PCL microfibers stained with FITC. 

With its isothiocyanate group, FITC is known to react and tag proteins [12, 18, 38-40]. The 

high fluorescence intensity in ‘nodes’ in Figure 39 corresponds to iNOSoxy proteins 

entrapped in the PCL microfiber.  
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Figure 39: Fluorescence microscopic image of FITC stained PCL electrospun 

microfibers. Electrospinning conditions: Air-gap distance: 15 cm, Potential: 15 kV, 

Electrospinning emulsion ratio (v/v): 20:1 (Polymer mixture : iNOSoxy containing 

buffer), Flow rate 1 ml/hr 
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3.3.5 Scanning electron microscopic imaging 

Scanning electron microscopic (SEM) images help visualize fiber morphology, 

internal scaffold structures, pore sizes and level of encapsulation [18]. In general, SEM 

images of the scaffolds show random orientations of fibers. Figure 40(a) and (b) shows 

successful encapsulation of the aqueous pockets in a PCL microfiber. Average diameter of 

fibers that successfully encapsulate aqueous pockets is less than few microns.  

Figure 41(a) and (b) show SEM images of a section of an electrospun PVA mat. 

PVA is water soluble, and hence is electrospun in aqueous buffer with iNOSoxy in the 

same phase. Unlike in a two-phase emulsion electrospinning where pockets are observed, 

electrospun PVA mats are not expected to show clear separation of entrapped pockets. 

Instead, the active component - iNOSoxy - is distributed evenly within the fibers.    

Image-J64 software was used to measure fiber diameter of PCL microfibers based 

on SEM images [18, 41]. Analysis of SEM images shows that iNOSoxy enzyme and/or 

EPPS buffer containing fibers are larger in diameter than the control samples for the 

analyzed PCL scaffolds. Control samples are scaffolds electrospun with PCL without 

iNOSoxy or buffer. Figure 42 summarizes the fiber diameter increase upon embedding 

iNOSoxy/EPPS buffer into electrospun PCL microfibers. Overall broadening of fibers is 

evidence of encapsulation of aqueous pockets in emulsion electrospinning method. 
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Figure 40: SEM images of electrospun 10% w/w PCL with 20:1 v/v iNOSoxy in EPPS 

buffer.  
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Figure 41: SEM images of electrospun 10% w/w PVA with 20:1 v/v iNOSoxy in EPPS 

buffer. 
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Figure 42: Mean fiber diameter of PCL showing increase of mean fiber diameter in the 

presence of encapsulated aqueous pockets. Error bars show standard deviations (N=43). 
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3.3.6 Activity of iNOSoxy enzyme embedded in scaffolds 

The release of NO from iNOSoxy encapsulated in electrospun fiber is slow, 

compared to the cumulative NO concentrations resulting from thin film coatings of 

iNOSoxy. We were not able to detect significant amounts of NO using the DAF-FM 

diacetate fluorescence assay until after 48 hour lapse times for electrsospun fibers bathed 

in reaction cocktail used for the NOS reaction. Figure 43 shows measured activity of 

iNOSoxy in PCL electrospun fibers, beginning from 48 hours through 72 hours. Similarly, 

PEVA shows activity after 48 hours.  

Figure 44 shows the NO flux for PCL and PEVA scaffolds. The beginning of NO 

release from electrospun fiber scaffolds is particularly delayed compared to the immediate 

burst of activity in thin LbL films of iNOSoxy. In thin films, the outermost layer of 

iNOSoxy is readily accessible to substrate. It is possible that access of substrate and other 

NOS ingredients to trapped enzyme pockets in electrospun fiber scaffolds is initially 

limited and longer equilibration times of the polymeric electrospun material is needed 

before a steady state access is established. This may explain the delayed and slow release 

of NO by iNOSoxy in electrospun scaffolds as observed in Figure 44.   
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Figure 43: Cumulative NO concentration resulting from iNOSoxy embedded in PCL and 

PEVA scaffolds in comparison to iNOSoxy immobilized thin film activity.  
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Figure 44: NO flux for each type of scaffold compared to flux of thin films of iNOSoxy. 
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3.4 Conclusion 

This chapter describes the use of electrospinning method for fabricating iNOSoxy 

embedded scaffolds and mats. NOS enzymes, particularly iNOS, can be used as an 

antithrombogenic regimen in electrospun scaffolds and mats. As a preliminary step, we 

have used PCL, PEVA and PVA for the encapsulation of iNOSoxy enzyme. The average 

activity of iNOSoxy embedded in electrospun fibers described in this chapter is less than 

the activity of LbL immobilized thin films described in chapter 1 and 2. Microscopic 

images show successful encapsulation of iNOSoxy in aqueous pockets of microfibers, 

showing increase of fiber diameter.  

A combination of the thin film method and electrospun based encapsulation has the 

potential to provide NO release to counteract thrombosis in applications requiring  

immediate and delayed release of NO. We are now exploring the levels and extent to which 

electrospun fibers with trapped NOS enzymes can sustain NO release under physiological 

conditions. 
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