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25 & 2 7 July 10, 1954

11340 A M,
Sheriffts Office
| County of Cuyahoga

Dr. Samuel H, Sheppard, you are now being questioned and may be charged with

the crime of Murder at a later date. The law gives you the right to make

a statement if you so desire., Anything that you may say here may be used

either for or ageinst you at the time that you are brought to triael in court,
Now that you understand these facts, do you wish to meke a statement telling

'us the truth about the facts that caused your questioning at this time,

i |
| Ae Yes,

Q. Hee any drug or medicine been administered to you within the past twelve
hours?

4, Just aboﬁt twelve hours ago I did have a grain and a half of seconal which
is e short acting berbiturate and should have no effect on me at this time,

1 Qe Is there any doubt in your mind but what you can sit here and give us a
true statement of what you know that oecurred in your home on the night of
July 3d, 19547 at 2892, West Lake Road, City of Bay Village, Ohio?

A, I feel that at this time I can tell all that I know,
'Q. Proceed.

A, After having a difficult morning and early afternoon at Bay View Hospital
where I am in charge of the accident room and the head of the Department
of Neuro-surgery, I made a couple of visits and then proceeded home. 1
arrived home at a time later than five o'clock, realizing this because
I had hoped to work in the yard with my family and found that it was too

| late to do so, My wife informed me that we - correction - that she had

5 planned to get together with Mr., and Mrs, Ahern that evening. We were to
g0 to their home for a drink before dimner and then return to our home for |

dinner, We realized that there were a couple of business matters inveolving

; vouchers that we should record and we did this before leaving the house.

i We compared notes and my wife recorded the material on the Sheppard Clinie

i vouchers, We soon thereafter went down to the Ahern'e and drove our larger

car as I recell. The Ahern's were both working in the yard with their

i children and we instructed them not to stop but to continue with their

‘ work as we chatted. My son was playing with youngsters in the yard.

Mrs, Ahern insisted on going inside shortly thereafter and Mr. Ahern
instructed his young son how to continue the lawn mowing with their power
mower, We shortly went into their kitchen and some type of mixed drinks
were prepared, I am not absolutely clear inm regard to the exact nature

of this drink since we often have done this in the past and I could confuse
one incident with another. Shortly thereafter, or after being there for '
! a short time, I received a telephone call from the hospital in regard to

a youngster that had brokem his femur which is the thigh bone. I had
received this call as a result of reporting their number to the hospital

" in regard to my wheresbouts. The type of fracture was described to me

| and I decided that I had best go to the hospital and evaluate the situation,
I asked Mrs, Ahern to find me a clove so that I could put this in my mouth
and overcome any slight odor. I got into the car and proceeded to the ‘
hospital where I examined the youngster and the Xerays that had been taken.
This youngster, as I recall, was visiting here and lives in an area near
Youngstown, I believe it was the father with the youngstdr but I am not
ebsolutely sure., I explained that the youngster shodd be treated in the
hospital and we hoped could soon be transported to the Youngstown Hospital

| which I attend in the capacity of neuro-szurgeon and trawmatic surgeon.

% I then got in my car and returned toward my home, paeaing it eince I did
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Not see signs of the Ahern's, my wife and the childrean, So I returned to the
Ahern's home. Mrs. Sheppard shortly left to start the dimner, I and the
Ahern's followed soon thereafter. I believe the children went with us but

they may have run over by themselves, I really don't know. At our home

Mr, Ahern and I chatted and the children played while the girls prepared dinner.
tThe youngsters somehow evinced interest in my punching bag in the basement

8o I took them downstairs and placed a bushel basket under it so that they might
reach the bag in order to hit it, I spent a moment or two with them showing
them how it should be properly struck, I recall now that the children were

fed in the kitchen before we ate, Shortly thereafter we four adults had dinner
on the porch. It was quite breesy, the wind comig from the north generally,

it may have been northeast or northwest but since the porch was cool, sweaters
and jackets were in order and I put on my brown corduroy jacket. The others

I am not sure of what they wore. I remember that my wife had baked pie which
is my favorite dessert. The other types of food I can't truly remember.,

After we had completed a leisurely dinner, Mrs., Ahern made some mention of a
movie but we recognized that it was too late to attend a movie so we kiddingly
suggested the television movie., The girls must have cleaned up the dishes
while Mr, Ahern and I went into the front room, I am not clear on anything
from dinner to the time we watched television together, but the dishes were
cleared up, I think Mr, Ahern took his children home and put them to bed and
my youngster must have been put to bed by my wife but I don*t remember,

Mrs, Ahern, my wife and I started to watch the television movie or program,

I think it was a movie and as I recall now, Mr, Ahern sat over in the northwest
corner of the room, that's the side toward the Lake, with a small radio turned
on just loud enough for him to hear it and listened to a ball gamd which was
in progress. The three of us watched the movie and Mr. Ahern reported the
progress of the game a couple of times. He then either turned the game off

or it had terminated and he came over to sit and watch television with us,

My wife and I were sitting qukte close in one chair and that's the last time

I recall her in a relatively normal state, clearly. Mrs, Ahern seemed to be
stimulated by our apparent affection and she sat on My, Ahern's lap for a
short while.

ome time within the next few minutes, My wife moved to the chair next to me
cause the cramped position as a result of the two of us in the chair, she

d strained her back., Mrs, Ahern also moved either before or after that,

e chatted as the program progressed and I became tired, relatively drowsy.

moved to the couch in the living room, situated on the west wall of the

oward the road. I lay down with my head toward the television in a prone
sition, holding my head and watching television. The television is on

e north side of the room. My head was nearer the television set than my

eet, It was toward the television set, There may have been a pillow helping
b0 hold my head,/ I evidently very drowsy and fell asleep. I recall
earing summer cord trousers, 8 mocassin type loafers with no
hoe strings, I am not sure of the socks. I don't know whether I had removed
browa corduroy coat that I had put on earlier, or whether I did at this time
not, The next thing that I recall very hazily, my wife partially awoke

e in some mamner and I think she notified me that she was going to bed., I
dently contimied to sleep, The next thing I recall was hearing her cry out
scream, At this time I was on the couch, I think that she cried or screamed
name once or twice, during which time I ran upstairs, thinking that she

ght be having a reaction similar to convulsions that she had had in the early
of her pregnancy. I charged into our room andsaw a form with a light
arment, I believe, 4t the same time grappling with something or someone.

ng this short period I could hear loud moans or groaning sounds and noises,
was struck down, It seems like I was hit from behind somehow but had

appled this individual from in front or gemerally in front of me., I was
pperently knocked out. The next thing I know I was gathering my senses while
oming to a sitting position next to the bed, my feet toward the hallway.
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I related some of the incidents to Mayor Houk and one or more of the Bay
Villege police officers.later in the morning I was questioned by Dr, Gerber
and at another time by two officers of the Cleveland Police Depariment,
Officers Schottke and Gaream, Later, I believe, later in the day, I was
again interviewed by Officers Schottke an#t Gareau in the presence of Chief
Eaton of the Bay Village Police Department, At this time I was asked to
explain some things that I had no explanation for. I was shown a green bag,
a green cloth bag looked like heavy cloth. I thought it was eight or ten
inches long and five inches wide. I was asked to identify it., It loocked to
me like a bag that is used to carry motor boat toole, This was similar to
the bag, if not the same bag, that accompanied my Johnson outboard motor
when I purchased it, I was also shown a watch that I identified as mine
and questioned why there was blood on the band and crystal and why it hed
been found in this bag with some other articles in the weeds behind my house
on the bank, I eam not sure but I believe Officer Schottke said that there
was also a ring and keychain, also in the bag but I don't believe
that he showed me these articles., I told him, as I recall, that I had attended
stock car races two or three days previously with my wife, Otto Grahem and
his wife, and I didn't mention the childrer es I recall, and was caught in
& drenching rain, at which time I wore no coet or jacket but I don't think
I explained this at that particular time. I since recall having inadvertently
water-gkiid with my watch on in the past few daye and had noticed a great
deal of moisture in the crystel. I had commented on this to my wife and
some other pecple, I am not sure who, My wife planned to teke the watch to
Halle Brothere in the neer futwre where she had purchased it.

I was subjected to & period of questicning, all of which I can't recall at
this time but wee reminded of this morning,end then the officers left,

- —~—
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Q.

Did you ever have an affeir with a Sue Hayes?

I wouldn®t cell it an affair but we have been good friends for some time,
which was known to my wife.

Hed she been employed at Bayview Hospitel?

Yes, I don't know the exact dstes, She was employed there whem I initiated
my work at the hospital and she terminated her work there some time last
winter or early spring in 1953. She returned some time later in that year
and terminated her work again at the hospital some time early in 1954.

She went to California,

In what capacity was she employed at the hospitel?

Leboratory technician, |

While at work you had considerable contact with her didn't you?
Yes, |
To what extent?

She did a great deal of the technicel laboratory work on all of the
doctors® patiente in the hospital and was the only technician practicel ly
that readily answered emergency calls on acclidents or emergency

swrgical cases. I might amdm also add that she was considered during

her stay one of the authorities when special work was necessery.

Is it true that you socialized a lot with her?

In the hospital, yes. I wouldn't cell it socialized. We teked, we became
good friends,

Notbhing more than good friends?
No. |
What wae the cccasion for you purchasing a wrist watch for her?

She was in California at the time I wae there in March of 1954 and I bhad
asked her with some of her friends to accompany me with a group of

doetors and wives to a dinner, at which time or during the evening she
loet her wrist wetch, I paid the check for the dimrer which, incidentally
amounted to more than the wrist watch was worth and knowing that she

could not afford to purchase another one, I purchased one for her which
was consistent with the one that she had lost, in price range.

Did your wife Marilyn know that you were contemplating purchasing this
wrist watch or did she know immediately thereafter?

My wife didn't know of this until in cesuvally discussing the trip some
time during our trip home, that is, me and my wife, or after we head
reached home shortly, at which time she became somewhat upset, failing
to understand the intent., I wish to add, I told her of this voluntarily.
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The night of July 3d, 1954 when you reached the top of the stairs, after
you heard Marilyn's outeries, you say you saw someone standing beside
the bed ocecupied by your wife, were they standing or stooping over the
bed?

I don't recall seeing anything from the head of the stairs, it happened
so rapidly, it must have been when I entered the room and I don't know
whether they were standing or stooping.

Immediately upon entering thies room, did you have an opportunity to meke
some exemination of your wife?

n@.
Why?

Bd’caiue as I told you, I seemed to be immediately engeged in greppling
with somecne,

Do you know what portion of the body of thie person you were grappling
with that you had hold of?

I don't recall holding any portion of the body in the bedroom.

You stated that you were assaulted from behind when you entered the room
or immediately thereafter?

I felt that I was engaged from a direction somewhere within 180 degrees

in fromt of me and yet seegmingly was struck from behind as I stated
)5 / (tﬁoz 73 urz esee;, L,}i!hth Page ) /Z‘“‘/ /[// /;/‘gééo,//




By EMEXI¥E Dectective Robert Schottke:

Q.

A,

Q.

A,
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A,
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A,

Q.

A,

Q.

Q.
A,
Q.
A.

WITNESS j?g;zﬁch e ,n\/(t/;ZMz{ 2 ,(fg?‘

At the time you were assaulted on the beach, what was the condition as
to light or darkness?

As I related before to Mr, Robbbach, it was just lighter than derk, it
was not as dark as darkest night. There was a light seemingly starting,
about the best way I can put it, as though daylight was just barely

beginning.

At the time when you and this man were tussling or fighting on the beach,
about how many feet of beach was thers?

I don't know,

At the time when you were fighting with this man, could you feel any
water in which you were fighting?

I can't say for sure but it seemed like the beach was firm, as though
it had been washed over and packed somewhat,

At the time when you woke up, will you explain your position on the
beach as to this retaining wall, how many feet you were from this
retaining wall?

I don't know, I can'’t say, but I think I can say that I was between the
easterly end of that retaining wall and the steps, but I cannot say
how far I was north-southwise.

At the time when you woke up on the beach, will you tell us as to the
condition of the wind and the waves?

It seemed that it was somewhat windy and the waves were moderately high,
I'11l say too high to water ski and not too high to fish, not real high
but moderately high,

Is there anything else that you can tell us about this, Doctor?

Not that I can think of now, I wanted to say that I have come here of
ny own free will to hedp you in every way that I can to solve this
tragedy and I hope that you will give me the opportunity to give you any
additional information when and if I shall be sble to remember it or
find 1it,

Have you been treated fairly during the course of this questioning?

Yes, absolutely. \

Have you read the above statement and is it the truth?
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%ﬁdﬂl at 4115 o'clock P.M,,
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