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Victor Hugo has said, "Nothing on earth is
as powerful as an idea whose hour has come." Has the
hour come for a realization of the dream of the proph-
ets who in all ages have been looking forward to a day
when swords should be beaten into plow shares and
spears into pruning hooks and the nations of the earth
learn war no more? During the awful conflict through
which we have just passed, and which has left us a
shattered if not a ruined world, we held sacred in our
hearts the promise oft repeated and loudly proclaimed, -
that we were in a war to end war. It would seem as
though 10,000,000 dead, 30,000,000 crippled, 350,000,000 ,¢7V
of thg world's wealth destroyed, nations bankrupt, ggé:
nemie conditions in chaos, anarchy and starvation
stalking over the face of Europe, states staggering
under debts that will crush them economically for from
50 to 100 years, would combine to make a picture on a
canvas sufficiently extensive to be seen by all the
statesmen of the world, and lead to a common and uni-
versal demand, that the hammer be taken from the hand
of Thor and given to the angel of peace to be cast ot
into the bottom of the sea there to remain forever. :
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But what are the facts.; France asks for a "

military alliance with England and the United States:

Germany talks of the day when she sgall have revenge
for the economic burdens which a havsh treaty had put

upon her back; Greece is seeking to'thend her domain di

by conjduest of the Turks in T@%ce and Celicia; Poland
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and Germany are contending for upper/ﬁelic;a; the Juga
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slaves are seeking a portion of Albania; the Soviate
government has developed a large army which has been in
almost continuous actien in fighting Poland and in sup-
pressing various revolutions: and above all the United
States having refused to join the League of Nations,
hhs started &n a wmilitary program vaster than any in its
history. In 1909-10 the United States spent for mili-
tary preparadhess 279 millions. The estimate for 1931-
23 are 1,379 millions. 1In August alone our country
spent 95 millionse. President Harding said in his
Norfolk speech, "America must have the biggest and most
powerful navy afloat." America is today building ;
108 war vessels, for which she is to spend $1,074831,837
in the next three yeargizﬁghis is a "peace" program wit}h
a vengeance. This means that burdened England must
build more ghips to maintain her sppremacy upon the seas
and Japan must increase her navy to keep up with the
Unitzsd States. %&gugas authorized the construction of
41 ships and her naval authorities are U= e the
building of 68 more. Indeed, when the League of Nations
proposed that its committee act on the limitation of 4
B neluclrca
armaments, Japan quickly said she could not agree as
long as the United States was prosecuting an extensive
program of naval and militzry preparedness. Our general
staff has no notion about the recent war being a war to

end war. Listen to this statement of General Swinton

before the House committee on military appropriations:
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WPrepare now * * we must envisage these new forms of
warfare, and as far as possible expend energy, time
and money in encouraging our inventors and scientists
to study the waging of war on a wholesale scale inetead
of * * * thinking so much about methods which will
ki1l a few individuals only at a time."  ((ov)

The question that faces the American people today
1s this: Are we going to keep faith with our dead?
Is America which has been known as a peaceful nation,
at the close of a war which has almost wrecked civiliz-
ation, goipg to be a leader in war preparations which
sooner or later will again set the world on fire? Are
we in the future going to attempt to develop our golden
age by the astes of civilization or by the conquésts of
brute force and barbaric passion? Gen. Pershing was
agked by a congressional committee whether there was
any fear across the seas that America "might develop
into a military power and become a nation of conquest
rather than of peace." He said there was such a thought
in the minds of military men of a good many nations.
Are we going to permit this fear to be well grounded
and the United States instead of being the hope of the
world to become the fear of the world? History has
shown that there is not room enough on the earth for
militarism and peace. One must shove the other off
the planet. The question for us to answer is, which

shall it bve?

Before President Harding was elected he
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promised to do what he could to prevent another holo~
caust of civilization, to try and find some means of
chaining the dogs of war so that they will no longer
ravish the earth. In harmony with this promise, al-
though in apparent contradiction with his stand for
great naval and military appropriations and his state-
ment that America must have the greatest navy on earth,
he has called a congress of several nations to consider
a first step against militarism, namely a reducing of
armaments. This proposition should receive the loyal
support of all patriots for the following reasons:

(1). It accords with the gensral consciousness of
the masses of the American people as to the wrong, the
waste, the insanity of war as a means of settling the
disputes between nations. The folly, the stupidity, the
tragedy, the hoor of war are axiomatic. From the high-
est mountain top to the lowest valley comes the call
that these massacers of boys, these destructions of
human treasure, these carmivals of greed and hate which

s ani
have long cursed the earth shall cease. The American
people have no desire to be a fighting nation; but only
wish for justice and peace. They know that war is a
"monster gorged with blood" withy as some one has ex-
pressed it, "the torn limbe of civilization as its
trophies? It is barbarism let loose to turn cities and
countries intoc shambles, "Its savage teeth chew up the
best results of centuries of culture and of progress."

"The program of war is a carnival of desolation. "ar
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makes cruelty its sacrament. It builds up‘kingdoma
by cementing stone upon stone with blood.",?glmanity
today, smarting with the awful losses of the last war,
demands that the hands of the grim destroyer shall be
shackeled, and every means employed to banish it from
the earth.

(3). Again we should favor disarmament because
preparedness is a temptation to conflict. It is
claimed that vast mflitary preparations prevent wa:.j..L
We arm for defence not offence, say the junkers. Tgis
sounds well, but how does it work? Men come to désire
what they have trained themselves to do. A college foot-
ball team will not consent to practice through a season
and play no games. Military training develops a mili-
tary spirit; and a military spirit, when occasions for
Iritation-arise, as occasionally they will, is quick
to sound the call of war and begin the blood letting
of . mutual slaughter. Thirty years ago a brilliant
young professor in the University of Berlin asked me,
if T thought he could get a position in an American
College or University. "Why do you want 'to give up
your excellent position here," I asked. "We are going
to have another war," he replied. "What makes you
think so," I inquired. "Nations," said he, "will not
be content to spend their time whetting their knives
to cut each others throats without sooner or later,

getting into the bloody business.® He was right. The
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war through which we have just passed ahould be enough
to convince us that all talk of an "armed peace" is a
monstrous contradiction in terms. Major General F,.B.
Maurice of the British General Staff recently said,
"I went into the British army believing that if you
want peace you must prepare for war. I believe now
that if you prepare for war, you get war." T"Armaments
arqxéiectric buttons waiting to be pushed to discharge
world destroying explosives to the ruin of civilization."

We have just fought a war for the destruction of mili-

‘AN
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tarism. Let us not at once go to work to recreate it
by a pyogram of competitive armament. Let us rather
%:‘ see to 1t that blood and iron are never again the
“&
o
&

masters of men.
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(99. We must favor a reduction of armaments, because

to bulld up great military machines in the present

bankrupt condition of the nations would be a crime and

-y A

tragedy combined in one. Human imagination cannot

compass the economic waste of the last war. Its direct
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cost has been computed to be between 240 and 250

s
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billions. Ite indirect loss is figured from 100 to 150

4
L

billions more. A total of at least 350 btllions of
additional burden has been laid on the backs of the tax
ridden peoples of Europe and America. The national debt

of Great Britian has risen from 3% to 39 billions of
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dollarse: of France from 63 to 48 billions: of the United
States from 1 to nearly 35 billions. Tt is not necessary

to speak of Germany and the rest of Europe. The total
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national wealth of France, land, cities, factories,
mines, all kinde of property was estimated in 1930 to be
93% billions of dollars, and her debt is 46 billions, |
or half 'her total wealth. GCreat Britian's wealth is
120 billions and her debt nearly 40 billions. Japan's
finances as 1s well known are in a most critical con-
dition, as are those of Italy, Austria and the Balkan
states. 1In Rusela, Peoland, China and other parts of
the world men, women and children are starving by the
millionéﬁﬁw§ét, in such a wrecked and ruined world,
the Uni?éd States is spending 937 of its total income
for war purposee; Japan is appropriating 4847 for the

rersist
same object; and if we p=rmix in our announced policy
to have the greatest navy in the world, Great Britian
will be foreed into a naval program that Jl!l make her
war bill about two thirds of her national income, al-
though her war taxes like those of France are up to
nearly 40%. How long can civilization stand up under
such & financial strain as this? The people will not
bear the burden of taxation that the present program
of military preparedness will require; but we shall
have a Bolshevik revolution in Furope and America as
well &s in Russia. Ase Dr. Henry Fosdick has said:
"The people of the world are very patient. The more
one knows of the facte, the more he wonders, not at
their revolutionary spirit but at their incredible
patience. But they will not forever patiently endure

the insufferable burdens of modern war. They will rise
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up in their fury and blow this so=-called civilization
to bits first. For we can have war or civilization ;
but we cannot have both long."

(4). I have time only to maintain one more reason
why we must have limitation of armaments and this is,
the fearful destructiveness which will attend another
war. The business of killing, like everything else in
our modern world, has been transformed by our recent
sclentific progress. The older wars were bad enough,
but they were football games compared with modern war-
fare. The geniuses of human learning and invention
have been concentrated in making killing as effective
as possibie. Nothing in history equals in barbaric
methods and ferocity, the war which recently shook the
world. From the beginning the code &f civilized warfare
was abrogated. Germany began at onse with her submarines
to sink merchant ehips without warning. With her air
shipe she dropped bombs on the heads of women and i
children. ©She seized citizens of conquered cities as
hostages and shot them down if any citiz;%Q‘of the comiun-
ity offered resistance,- a usage long discontinued by
civilized nations. On April 23, 1915, for the first
time in history she rolled across the trench line at
Ypres a cldud of irtdescent gas which burned the lungs
of hundreds to a crisp and made thousands roll on the
earth in agony. Enough gas that déy would have won the

war. Then came liquid fire, big Bertha guns that dropped
shells on cities 80 and 70 miles away, and finally there
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II. THE TERRORS OF WAR

The world has just been through a war, a World War, widely
and officially called impossible before it happened. A next war
will start in where that one left off, plus the advantages of military
experience in the interval. To depict that next conflict,' if or when
it comes, is a fascinating temptation to a vivid imagination. To
him who yields to that temptation, only one thing is certain: he
will fall short of the mark.

To summarize this past war is a sufficient forecast of these
conflicts of the “absolute” type, to use the phrase of Clausewitz,
.the standard school master of military theory. General Tasker
H. Bliss, who was the American member of the Supreme Military
Council directing the operations of all Allied armies and then a
member of the American Commission to Negotiate Peace, sum-
marizes the situation thus:

“First. It is a world war, such as we have just passed
through, which is necessarily one involving the great
civilized powers that constitutes a menace to our existing
civilization.

“Second. Such a war depends upon a few so-called powers.

““Third. A war between any two of them, which formerly
created relatively only a ripple on the surface of the great
deep, now has an irresistible tendency to draw them all
into the roaring maelstrom.

“Fourth. To meet this, these few nations must stagger
under an increasing burden during years of armed peace
solely to train what, if we can find some other method satis-
factory for our purpose, is an unnecessary number of men
in purely destructive arts; and to accumulate enormous
quantities of costly material which does not add a penny
to our permanent wealth, and which when used for the
only purpose for which it can be used is finally represented
by an atmosphere of stinking gas and by the destruction of
every form of real and otherwise permanent wealth.

1«The Next War” by Will Irwin is announced for immediate publication by
E. P. Dutton Company.
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“Fifth. Such wars, resulting in the application of every
ounce of accumulated energy on both sides, must result in
the practical destruction of one by the other, even if both
are not ruined.

“Sixth. Such wars, necessarily characterized by an in-
tensity of national passions heretofore unknown, come to
be regarded by each side as wars for life or death, in which
each, to save his life, and destroy his adversary, will use
every agency of destruction available to him; and, there-
fore, such agencies as the absolute blockade to starve
people who heretofore were regarded as noncombatants,
noxious and toxic gases, night and day bombing of cities
from airplanes, the submarine, have come to stay until
replaced by more destructive agencies.

‘““Seventh. Various causes will operate to draw neutrals
into the struggle.

“Eighth. When such war comes it will be without warn-
ing and everyone must be ready.

“Ninth. All of this is due to the acceptance by a few
governments of the military doctrine of the nation in arms;
to their belief that no way can be found to guarantee their
rights except universal preparedness, no guaranty against a
general war except a general preparation for it.

‘‘And lastly, with all that staring us in the face, the fact
that after the last ounce of strength has been accumulated
and the last combination of the powers has been made, one
side or the other must strike or forfeit every dollar and
every hope bound up in its preparation.””

In such a war there will be no “first hundred thousand.” Gen-
eral Pershing furnishes this testimony as to numbers: “It is evident
that a force of about 1,000,000 is the smallest unit which in modern
war will be a complete, well-balanced and independent fighting
organization.’”

1Hearings before the Committee on Naval Affairs, House of Representatives,
66th Congress, 3rd sess., 553.

?Letter of July 11, 1917, covering general organization project for American
Expeditionary Forces, Final Report of General John J. Pershing, 8.

—
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No EscaPE FOR ANYONE

War is not only colossal in scale and scope henceforth, but it is
three-dimensional, whether you view it as military or naval, or
take the point of view of the civilian. On land, war is already
conducted on, above and under the ground. At sea it is on, above
and under the water. Back home, the sons go to the front, civilians
turn their industries over to war purposes, and everybody bends
every effort to fight the enemy with literally all weapons from
dollars to bread crumbs. The noncombatant has been abolished,
and war projects itself in time of peace into every nook and
cranny of the industrial world in preparation for the next out-
break of hostilities.!

The next war will not confine itself to trenches in devastated
France. Its impact will not be only on those within range of the
guns, even though that range has risen to scores of miles. For
every man on the firing line there are four at home furnishing
equipment of all kinds to him. But even if that were not true and
the distinction between combatant and noncombatant therefore
as valid as it used to be, the mobility of warlike operations has so
increased that military objectives have completely changed.
Aircraft, traveling under ordinary conditions above 100 miles an
hour on tracks of their own choice, are responsible for the ex-
pansion of warfare to include potentially every human being in
the countries at war.

““Gas bombs,”’ said Brig. Gen. William Mitchell, before
the House Committee on Naval Affairs, ‘‘were not used in

1The duties of the Council of National Defense, established by act of August
29, 1916, and intended to function permanently, are:

“To supervise and direct investigations and make recommendations to the
President and heads of executive departments as to the location of railroads with
reference to the frontier of the United States, so as to render possible expeditions,
concentration of troops, and supplies to points of defense; the co-ordination of
military, industrial and commercial purposes in the location of extensive highways
and branch lines of railroad; the utilization of waterways; the mobilization of
military and naval resources for defense; the increase of domestic production of
articles and materials essential to the support of armies and of the people during
the interruption of foreign commerce; the development of sea-going transporta-
tion; data as to amounts, location, method and means of production and availa-
bility of military supplies; the giving of information to producers and manu-
facturers as to the class of supplies needed by the military and other services of
the Government, the requirements relating thereto, and the creation of relations
which will render possible in time of need the immediate concentration and utiliza-
tion of the resources of the Nation.”
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Europe, because if one side had started it the other side
would have started it and the loss of life among women and
children in the back areas would have been terrific. How-
ever, that is contemplated as a possible use of the airplane
in the future, and we find . . . that we can use certain
amounts of certain gases for covering areas and that the
gas will continue to be effective for a period of time. If
we want to cover an area of ten miles by ten miles such as
New York is—New York is a very easy target—we may use
about two tons of crying gas once in every eight days. If
you want to use mustard gas you would use about 70 tons
once in every eight days; if you want to use phosgene gas,
200 tons. This, of course, is very deadly.”

Waar tHE NEW Gas DoEs

And this is the latest, the quotation being from D. B. Bradner,
chief of the Chemical Research and Development Division, United
States Chemical Warfare Service:

‘““The Chemical Warfare Service has discovered a liquid
approximately three drops of which, when applied to any
part of the skin, will cause a man’s death . . . One plane
carrying two tons of the liquid could cover an area 100 feet
wide by seven miles long in one trip and could deposit
material to kill every man in that area by action on his skin.
If the men were not protected by gas masks, which would
be the case if the attack were made on a city, the fatal area
would be several times as great. . . . The only limit to the
quantity of this liquid which could be made is the amount
of available electric power, as nearly every nation has prac-
tically an unlimited supply of the necessary raw materials.
It would be entirely possible for this country to manufac-
ture several thousand tons per day, provided the neces-
sary plants had been built. . . . During the Argonne offen-
sive in the past war the entire first American army of a mil-
lion and a quarter men occupied an area of 40 kilometers
long by 20 kilometers wide. If Germany had had 4000 tons
of this material and three or four hundred planes equipped
for its distribution the entire first army would have been
annihilated in ten to twelve hours. .. . During the past

o \ o — ot i,
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war, gas produced over 30 per cent of our casualties. In
the future the percentage will be far higher. New methods
of defense will be devised to meet this particular new
development.”’

In another passage, he speaks of the possibility of providing
protective clothing “which will entirely cover the wearer and be
impervious to this liquid, still allowing water vapor to pass
through; . . . but the problem is an extremely difficult one and
it is probable that several years will be required to develop such a
material, if it is possible to do so at all.”

Waar Science WiLn Do

The gas referred to was invented by W. Lee Lewis, head of the
chemistry department of Northwestern University, in a series of
experiments costing $250,000 and conducted during the war by
direction of the President. Speaking at West Point on April 20,
Professor Lewis is reported as saying:

“We face the possibility in the naval warfare of the future of
armor-piercing, toxic and tear shells, smoke screens, toxic smoke
clouds and invisible toxic fumes. We also may consider in this
connection parallel defensive measures, such as a gas mask for a
whole battleship. Gas weapons are capable of a much finer
adaptation to purpose than explosive weapons and the future will
see worked out a great degree of scientific refinement in the
development of gas weapons for all types of military operations.
Future battles will not be to the strong, but to the superior in
intelligence. Warfare will become less a matter of brute strength
and relative man power, and more and more a matter of scientific
acumen.”

It is considering such probabilities as that which leads General
Pershing to say:

“It would appear that recent experiences should be enough to
convince everybody of the danger of a renewal of this competition.
But one nation can not reduce armaments unless all do. It is
time that enlightened people everywhere should undertake to
reach some rational agreement which would not only relieve the
world_of its heavy financial burden, but which in itself would go
far toward the prevention of war. We are not a warlike people.

1Hearings before the Committee on Naval Affairs, 711-712. g
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We do not wish to expand at the expense of any other nagion, and
we have no designs on anybody. If other people feel the same
toward us and toward each other, it seems unreasonable that they
should be unwilling to consent in principle to some limitation of
armaments, to be carried out when certain nations succeed in
establishing stable governments, and are willing to recognize the
wisdom of such a course. Otherwise, may we not seriously
ask ourselves whether civilization is a failure, and whether
we are to regard war as a normal and unavoidable scourge
that mankind must suffer?’”?
1Hearings before the Committee on Naval Affairs, 601.
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was the letting loose of the germs of disease and pes-
tilence. "These barbarous methods of warfare turned
many first class minds away from scientific investi-
gations in the lines of industry and pure science to
find new and deadlier means of destruction," and the
result has been the discovery of new agencies of kill-
ing so terrible in their possibilities that if another
war occurs civilization will be staggered, if it does
not collapse. The gas used at Ypres is mere smelling
salts to what chemists have later produced. At North-
western University at Evanston, Prof. Lewis developed
a new gas known as Lewlsite. This gas is so deadly
that 1t does not have to be breathed to kill. "Let it
settle on the skin, merely touch any part of the body
and it is certain death." Gas masks are of no effect
agalnst it. Furthermore it has 55 times the capacity
for dlffusion or "spread" of any gas used in the war.
Mr. Will Irwin says: "An expert has said that a dozen
Lewisite air bombs of the greatest size in use during
1918 might with a favorable wind have eliminated the
ropulation of Berlin." And now we are told of the
discovery of another gas more deadly than Lewisite, a
mere capsule of which will produce acres of death.

A few airoplanes with bombs filled with these gasses
can in a few hours destroy millions of men. Gen.
Pradwin said at a recent Congreesional hearing: If

Germany had had 300 or 400 airoplanes equipped with

Lewisite gas bombs the entire American army of occupation

SIS
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would have been annihildted in ten to twelve hours.
General awinton tells us of another barbarism. He says:
"The final form of human strife, as I regard it, is
germ warfare. I think it will come to that: and so
far as I can see there is no reason why it should not,
if you mean to fight." Says Irwin: "Among the possi-
bilities of the next war 1s a general, blighting epi-
demic - like the Black Plagues of the Middle Ages =
~* an undiscriminating rush of death which will destroy
‘whole populations. The conclusion is as clear as sun-
light. The only way to save what centuries ofi effort
haWebuilt up, the only way to keep the head of civiliz-
ation on i1te shoulders, is for the nations to agree to
stop this competition in equipment for human slaughter,
and reesatblish their broken and abandoned codes.

g OQur president has called a conference on disarma~
ment. The hour has come for the people to speak. Let
there he a minging demand from every city and hamlet the
country over that this organized madness to develop
still further the agencles of destruction shall cease.
Let us be true to the men who died in Flander's field
and who thought they were serving humanity in a war to
end war., Agitation is the need of the hour. Let notice
be served on statesmen and rulers, on unscrupulous
politicians and capitalistibc profiteers, that the dis-
armament conference must not fail; that "the dance of
the dollaers" for war purposes must not continue to go on.

Especially, let the voice of the people in tones like
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feverberating claps of thunder be heard in Washington,
demanding that the United States shall not lead in war
preparations which means anothgr carnival of death.

While limitation of armaments will not neces-
sarily do away with war, whilg it would be far more
effective if accompanied with agreements between nations
backed by an economic and if necessary a military com- .
pulsion to keep the peace, such as the League of Nations
provides, since President Harding will not join the
League but has joined the Elks, a conference such as is
called at Washington is the best hope we have in the
emergency. The fear is that it will be another Hague
conference, a conflict with no power to enforce its
advices, and they will all prove "waste paper" when
nations have differences and military leaders want to
fight: but anything is better than nothing and every
encouragement should be given to make the coming confer-
ence as effective and binding as possible. Again we
say, let the people speak in authordtative tones in be-

half of a limitation of armaments.

AW
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