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Destruction du monde is composed for a small orchestra comprised of piccolo doubling 

flute, flute doubling alto flute, oboe, clarinet, bass clarinet, bassoon doubling contrabassoon, two 

horns, two trumpets, trombone, bass trombone, tuba, piano, timpani, three percussionists, and 

chamber strings. The piece duration is 26 minutes. The title of the work is a play on Darius 

Milhaud’s ballet La Creation du monde. The instrumentation is similar to the Milhaud, the only 

additions being one horn, one trombone, tuba, viola in place of alto saxophone, and strings in 

threes rather than one per part. The form is similar only in that both pieces are in six parts or 

movements. 

For his piece, Milhaud drew inspiration from African creationist legends as he depicts six 

scenes from the creation of the world. In my own piece I depict six scenes inspired by the 

account of the destruction of the world by humankind found in the book of Isaiah chapter 24, a 

passage that I came across in a state of despair when I turned to scripture after President Trump 

announced U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement on June 1, 2017. The first 

movement represents humanity defiling God’s creation; the second is the earth drying up and life 

depleting; the third the gates of a city crumbling; the fourth the floodgates of heaven opening to 
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weep; the fifth a panicked dash from terror, fleeing pits and traps; and the final movement 

evokes the moon and sun extinguishing while the glory of the Lord remains forever. 

The piece is polystylistic, blending both tonal and atonal sounds, utilizing extended 

techniques, and compositional characteristics range from jazzy, post-minimalist, and 

counterpointal to dodecaphonic at times. The piece relies heavily on the percussion section 

throughout, a deliberate decision of mine in order to embolden the section which I feel has the 

most untapped potential for color and energy in the traditional orchestral canon. 

Destruction du monde premiered on April 7, 2018 performed by SMU’s Syzygy new 

music ensemble in Caruth Auditorium at SMU’s Owen Arts Center. 
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Note: 
 

Destruction du monde presents six scenes of the end of the world drawn directly from the 
prophet Isaiah’s account of the end of the world at the hands of humankind found in the Book of 
Isaiah, chapter 24. This layout is an homage to the piece’s namesake, Darius Milhaud’s La 
Création du monde, which is cast in six attacca movements and was inspired by African myths 
of Creation. The piece also derives its primary motive, a six-note descending half-step figure 
(eminently found in the alto flute), from the joyful climax of the Milhaud. 
 
Movements: 
 

I. The earth is defiled by its people    1 
II. The earth dries up and withers    12 

III. its gate is battered to pieces    23 
IV. The floodgates of the heavens are opened    35 
V. Whoever flees at the sound of terror will fall into a pit; 

whoever climbs out of the pit will be caught in a snare.   58 
VI. The moon will be dismayed, the sun too ashamed to shine, 

for the glory of the Lord will reign forever.    69 
 

Instrumentation: 
 
1 Piccolo (doubling Flute) 
1 Flute (doubling Alto Flute) 
1 Oboe 
1 Clarinet in B-Flat 
1 Bass Clarinet in B-Flat 
1 Bassoon (doubling Contrabassoon) 
2 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 
1 Tenor Trombone 
1 Bass Trombone 
1 Tuba 
Timpani (with Triangle) 
Percussion 1 (Hi-hat, Suspended Cymbal,  

China Cymbal,  Crash Cymbals, Log 
Drums, Maracas, Sandpaper Blocks, 
Triangle, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel)  

 

 
Percussion 2 (Snare Drum, 4 Toms, Bongos, 

3 Woodblocks, Wind Gong, 
Slapstick, Sandpaper Blocks, 
Triangle, Glockenspiel, 5.0 
Marimba, Tenor Steel Pan) 

Percussion 3 (Bass Drum, Tam-tam, 2 Low 
Toms, Claves, Vibraslap, Sandpaper 
Blocks, Slapstick, Siren, Triangle, 
Brake Drum, High F Crotale, 
Chimes, 5.0 Marimba) 

3 Violins I 
3 Violins II 
3 Violas 
3 Violoncellos 
3 Contrabasses 
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