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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

Our Convention motto "Good Will to Men", 
we feel, is a very appropriate one to be used 
in the celebration of our fifteenth birthday 
because it is taken from the hymn sung by 
the heavenly choir on 1lhe fields of Bethlehem 
after the announcement of the Savior's birth 
and which has since been sung and reechoed 
by ~lions of believing Christians the world 
over. 

"Good Will rto Men", the white-robed 
chorus sang, assuring us ·that our lives will 
be filled with that ·"peace which the world . 
cannot give" and that we may face our future 
with joy and courage, This angelic song also 
may well be used to praise and thank a gra
cious and good God who for fifteen years has 
guided, directed, and blessed :the Guild in her 
service to the University. 

This convention is also significant to us be
cause at 4: 00 p. m. o'clock this day we shall 
join in ·11he solemn service of the cornerstone 
laying of Guild Han. Our dreams, our toils, 
our prayers for .the "cloud with. a silver lin- . 
ing" will reach near fulfillment this after
noon. Our complete joys will be realized at 
the dedication of our building and our Five
Year Plan will have received the benediction 
of Him· of whom the angels sang. 

It has ·been the privilege of the Guild presi
dent to intrude upon your time by giving an 
account of the stewardship she enjoyed in 

·.your behalf during the past year. Under the 
blessing of God the Guild has made notice
able stride.o; of progress arid all phases of th~ 
work have been intensified and accelerated. 
I shall try to present to you the pertinent in
cidents of the fifteenth year of the Guild's 
existence: 

Through the courtesy of the Lutheran Uni
versity Association, the president of the Guild 
is privileged to attend all meetings of the 
Board of Directors of the University and of 
the national Advisory Board .. The President 
of the University and the Board of Directors 
have full responsibility for the management 
of the school, arid as you might assume, the 
problems faced during the past year were 
gigantic and almost insurmountable. Only 
with God's help and by using every ounce of 
integrity, courage and ·boldness, and the tal
ents with which the Lord has endowed them, 
are these Christian gentlemen al:ile to perform 
the work assigned to them. I have the great
est respect for ith'ese men and I marvel at 
their deep. Christian faith. ·Your president 
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has attended three of these Board meetings, 
thereby gaining a clearer understanding of 
the problems ·and of the ftiture plans for the 
University. 

For the first time, I believe, the Guild was 
privileged with an invitation to appear on 
the program of the annual meeting of the 
LUltheran University Association. Mrs. E. F. 
Stegman, our second vice-president, very 
ably presented the cause of the Guild at the 
meeting of August 6 with a fine and detailed 
report. 

Five issues of the Guild Bulletin were 
. published since our convention last year and 
mailed to each Guild member. It is the object 
of the Bulletin to give the membership the 
latest information regarding the work of the 
Guild, the Executive Board and the Adminis
trative Committee. All credit" for the editing 
of the Bulletin is due our Executive Secre
tary, Mrs. SchWiebert; ·the mechanics of print
ing the Bulletin were in the capable hands of 
Mrs. R. C. Klemz of the Home Molintain Pub
lishing Company, and the mailing was in 
charge of the Department of Public Relations. 
To all these people we owe our grateful ap
preciation. A .president's letter was mailed to 
all chapter presidents on November 26. This 
letter was an appeal to support the conven
tion re.solution tX> ·increase the Lutheran Uni
versity Association membership in OUT chap
·ters. From our treasurer's report you will 
find more ·than a 50% increa8e in the contri
butions to the Current Fund over last year. 

The Guild's five-year major objective, so 
cautiously undertaken at the 1941 convention, 
to raise ·the sum of $75,000 toward a residence 
hall for women on the campus of Valparaiso 
Universiity, has been brought to a close as of 
June, 1946. Much interest, enthusiasm and 
wholehearted cooperation by the members has 
been shown, and the participation in our 
Five-Year Plan has been praiseworthy, a 
·testimony of their deep faith in Valparaiso 
University. The Committee, chairmanned by 
Mrs. W. N. Hoppe,- which planned the cam
paign in detail, issued the publicity, and 
which supervised and directed it to its con
clusion, is to be commended for a task well 
done. We shall hear the report of the Cam
paign Advisory Committee this morning. 

Each year since its organization the nation
al Guild at it.s annual convention pledges 
anew itS devotion and assistance to Valpa
raiso University by adopting far-reaching 
and outstanding resolutions. Last fall was no 
exception. -1n fact, we believe that at that 
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time the Guild adopted one of the most im
portant and necessary resolutions in its his
·tory: resolutions that would bring about the 
organization of state groups. Acting on these 
resolutions then, your officers, with the Ex
ecutive Secretary, President Kretzmann, and 
the chairman of the Revisions Committee met 
at Valparaiso on several occasions ' to plan 
arid work out the method and procedure for 
organizing state units. Much work and many 
prayers preceded the By-Laws that were sub
mitted to the general membership of the Guild 
through the medium of ithe January issue of 
the Guild Bulletin. The annual spring meet
ing of the Executive Board was advanced 1o 
Janua:ry 23 to get early action upon the By
Laws and also so ·that organization meetings 
c~uld be scheduled and held early in the 
spring. These By-Laws, with a few changes, 
were adopted at -the Board meeting and State 
Chairmen, together with the Executive Sec
retary,. worked out a uniform program and 
suitable and agreeable meeting dates. Wis
consin was the first Unit .to organize on April 
6 in Milwauktie, under. the direction of its 
State Chairman, Miss Lydia Schultz. Every 
member of the Administrative Committee 
was in attendance and Mrs. Proehl, the :6.n;t 
vice-president of the Guild, presided. Ohio 
followed, having its meeting in Toledo on 
May 16, with the Executive Secretary and the 
treasurer .representing the Administrative 
Committee. Mrs. Bartels, the State Chairman, 
was in charge of the meeting and Mrs. Hoppe, 
past president of the Guild, presided. Next 
followed the Michigan meeting in Detroit 
the following day, May 17, with 1lhe Executive 
Secretary and tihe treasurer again represent
ing the Administrative Committee. Mrs. 
Rosenbusch, the State Chairman, made the 
neces~ arrangements for the meeting, and 
Mrs. Bartels, past president of the Guild, 
presided. Mrs. Hoppe and Mrs. Bartels were 
appointed by .the Administrative Committee 
to preside at these two meetings in the ab
sence of your president. Illinois held its or
ganization meeting in Chicago on May 23, 
under the direction of Mrs. Taube, the State 
Chairman for Northern Illinois. 'I'he Execu
tive Secretary and the treasurer were again 
in attendance, as weU as the newly appointed 
State · Chairman for Missouri, Mrs. Kad 
Kurth. Your president presided at this meet
:ing. Indiana's State Unit was organized in 
Fort Wayne on May 25 under ¢.he direction of 
Mrs. Erwin Kurtih, chairman for that ·state. 
The Administrative Committee was repre-
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sented. by the Executive Secretary and your 
president, who presided at this meeting also. 
Thus, ail State Units have hen organized and ' 
their duly elected officers are assuming their 
responsibilities in a very fine manner. Several 
of tlhe Units already have completed plans 
for their fall meetings. 

During the day you will hear and see evi
dences of Valparaiso's increased student en
rollment and rflhe complex problems involved 
therefrom. The University is not only faced 
with an enrollment of 1500 today, but ad
ditional thousands are looking forward, in the 
immediate years ahead, to enrollment in thts 
school. Because we expect Valparaiso to play 
an important part in the. training of Chris
tian citizens who will exercise a powerful in·
fluence in business, in the professions, and in 
governmental affairs, the Guild too face.s 
greater responsibilities. The future of the 
Guiid is intimately bound up with the future 
of the University. As the University grows, 
so must the Guild grow. I believe very 
strongly that as soon as the five organized 
State Units are in full operation, and as new 
Units are brought into being, their influence 
upon the expansion of the Guild will be most 
effective. 

A greater. number of meetings were held 
during :the past year involving more repre
sentation from the Guild. Your Administra
tive Committee held seven meetings and your 
Executive Board was in session twice. 

The expansion of the Guild during the past 
year made more demands upon the time, ef
forts, and iniitiative of state chaimlen. One 
additional State Chairman was appointed, 
Mrs. Karl Kurth of Missouri. State chairmen 
are now working in three states where as yet 
we have orrly one chapter: New York, Penn
sylvania, and Missouri. It is hoped that in 
ihe very near future th'ere will be flourishing 
unit organizations in these states. This brings 
our totai number of state chairmen to te.1. · 
Four new chapters ·have been added to the 
Guild: Akron Area, Dundee, Gary, Matt.oon, 
and one chapter has been reorganized: In
dianapolis. We wish rto pay tribute to the 
state chai:rmen for iflheir hours of toil, their 
zeal, tlheir cooperation and their loyalty in 
the performance of th~ir duties. 

To the members of the Revisions Commit
tee, Mrs. Hoppe, Mrs. Kampe and Mrs. Tegge, 
in preparing and presenting in a most efficient 
manner, the amendments necessary at this 
time, we extend our deep gratitude. 

- ---------·------
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Your Activities Commiltee, Mrs. Moore, 
Mrs. Vogel, and Mrs. Bishop, has been busily 
engaged in the preparation of the new Guild 
Manual, which will be of valuable assistance 
to all officers, especially to chapter presi
dents. This fine piece of work has been done 
in a very creditable manner. You will hear 
from the Activities Committee also this 
morning. 

We are deeply grateful to Dr. 0. P. Kxetz
mann, our advisor, for his kindly counsel, his 
patient and wise understanding of our many 
and complex problems, and for our intrusion 
upon his time. 

Our treasurer's report will be most accept
able since it will reveal a substantial increase 
over last year's contributions (a total of 
$29,127.72), reaching the highest point in Lhe 
history of the Guild. The work of the treasur
er is difficult, demanding accuracy and exact
ness, and has multiplied from year to year 
w1til it has almost developed into a ful l time 
position. Mrs. Penson, our treasurer, merits 
the gratitude of a ll of us. 

At this tinle I would like to publicly ex
press my sincere appreciation to all my 
assisting officers for their helpfulness and co
operation: to Mrs. Proehl, first vice-president; 
Mrs. Stegman, second vice-president; to Mrs. 
Hansen, secretary; and to Mrs. Penson, treas
urer. 

There has always been a very intinlate 
working arrangement between your president 
and our Executive Secretary, Mrs. Schwie
bert. To her I would express my sincere 
gratitude for the commendable way in whk.h 
she has performed the many duties entrusted 
to her, for her invaluable suggestions, for her 
cheerful helpfulness, and for the deep Chris
tian convictions that influence all her wot·k 
for the Guil'd. 

Not all time spent at Guild conventions is 
occupied in serious deliberations at business 
sessions. For many years the members of the 
Valparaiso Chapter have been in charge vf 
a ll social a·rrangements. Each year we look 
forward to this part of our program. Mere 
words of thanks seems so cold an expression 
of our gratitude to this chapter which year 
after year provides for our entertainment and 
enjoyment. We hope that at some future date 
arrangements may be made to reciprocate the 
many joys and d elightful diversions plann~ 
yearly for us. Mrs. Haenit.zschel is the chair
man of the Valparaiso Chapter and to her 
and her committee we extend a sincere 
"Thank-You". 
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And so, we see from the record, that the 
Lord has permitted our Guild to enjoy an 
other successful year of service to the Uni
versity. In the enumeration of our achieve
ments, however, it would be unjust to omit 
the part played by the individual Guild mem
ber. Without the cooperation, support, en
thusiasm, and zeal of every member all plans 
and all great undertakings would fail. To 
you, then, each individual member, we credit 
the success of the Guild year 1945-46 and 
offer you our sincere appreciation! 

In this spirit of gratitude let us thank o'.lr 
God for His gracious guidance during our 
fifteenth anniversary year and ask His bless
ing upon the deliberations of this convention. 
We would also implore Almighty God that, 
in the years that lie ahead and, as we plan 
the future of rtihe University and the Guild, 
He will make us ever mindful of H is "good 
will to men". 

LoursE F. NICOLAY, President. 

---D---
REPORT OF THE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Dear friends and members of the Guild: 

It is a very great pleasure to come before 
you to repod on the activities of the Guild 
in gene-ral and the office of Executive Secre
tary in particular. It is a pleasure because 
the Guild has just passed through one of the 
most successful years in its history. It is a 
pleasure because this year we share in the 
realization of our dreams, our prayers, and 
our efforts for the past five years. It is a 
pleasure because I have come to know so 
many of you personally and to appreciate 
even more deeply than before what very 
wonderful women compose the membership 
of the Guild. 

During l!he past two years we h ave made 
some progress in getting our Guild records 
into shape. We are sorry to report that WI? 

never seem able ito keep pace with that mail
ing list and lts changes; but that is really 
good news for most of our trouble is that we 
simply cannot get the new members' names 
into the lists fast enough. The Guild now 
has a membership, as nearly as we can tell, 
of 3,712 members, a growth of over 600 mem
bers since we last counted <them which was 
in January of this year. All of you have had 
a part in that new growth. Each chapter is 
constantly adding members. Perhaps the mof.t 
phenomenal growth of all has been realized 
by one of the new chapters, the Akron ArP.a, 
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which began with a charter membership r.f 
wmething like twenty and in four months 
has over 100. 

It has been my privilege to visit many of 
our Guild chapters du ring the past two yea:·s 
2nd I wish all of you could have that same 
privilege. I have visited the chapters of Cen
tennial, Chicago, Chicago West, Dundee, Fox 
River Valley, Kankakee, and Rockford in 
Illinois; Fort Wayne, Gary, Hammond, In
dianapolis, Mishawaka-South Bend, and Val
paraiso in Indiana, and some years ago I also 
visited the chapter in southeastern Indiana. 
In Michigan I have attended meetings at 
Flint, Lansing, and Saginaw. I have been to 
St. Paul and St. Louis. Buffalo was the very 
first chapter to invite me and I celebrated 
their tenth birthday with them. In Ohio I 
have visited Cleveland, Columbus, Toledo, 
and Akron. In Wisconsin the chapters of Be
loit, Clintonville, Eau Claire, Merdll, Mil
waukee (afternoon and evening), Sheboygan, 
and Wausau have all given me royal enter · 
tainment. Meeting all of these good friends 
and loyal co-workers has really been the most 
enjoyable phase of the work. 

I have not been alone in the efforts to bring 
the Guild to a larger number of people. T!ie 
faithful Field Secretaries have performed im
measurable service in this respect and the 
fruits of their labors are constantly being 
realized. I should like to give them an oppor
tunity to tell you themselves of their efforts 
2nd 2ccomplishmenls. Mrs. Ba!tels of Ohio, 
Mrs. Birner of Illinois, Miss Doell of New 
York, Mrs. Kurth of Indiana, Mrs. Rosen
busch of Michigan, Miss Schultz of Wiscon
sin , Mrs. Taube of Illinois, Mrs. Woessner uf 
Pennsylvania. We very much regret that Mrs. 
Kurth of MissouTi and Mrs. Waechter of 
~outhern Illinois could not be with us today. 

And now, Madame Chairman, it is my very 
great pleasure to present to the Convention 
for acceptance into membership the new 
chapters of Dundee, Illinois, organized on 
Feb. l; Gary, Indiana, organized on Feb. 21; 
Akrnn Area, organized on MaTch 12; Mat
toon, niinois, organized on April 25; and the 
[ndianapolis chapter which was reorganiz~d 
last November and accepted by the Executive 
Board in its January meeting. 

During the year just past the Guild took 
another important step in the direction of 
bringing the Guild to a wider audience by 
the organization of State Units. Successful 
preliminary meetings have been held in each 
of the five neighbol'ing states and I would 
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like to present lo you the presidents of these 
units who are now arranging for the firs t 
annual meetings of these groups: Mrs. C. 
Bodenstab, president of the Illinois State 
Unit which includes Missouri; Mrs. E. V. 
Bartholomew of the Indiana State Unit; Mrs. 
A. Hitzemann of the Michigan State Unit; 
Mrs. N. E. Bishop of the Ohio State Unit 
which includes New York and Pennsylvania; 
and Mrs. W. H. Pruemers, president of the 
first group to organize, the Wisconsin State 
Unit which includes Minnesota. '!lhe value 
of this step was clearly shown by the num
bers of women in attendance at these meet
ings who had never found it possible to at
tend one of our national conventions. Today, 
for example, we have no representatives 
present from our far northern Wisconsin 
chapters but every chapter was represented 
at the meeting held in Milwaukee last spring. 
The same was true in Michigan where we 
seldom have a full representation here but 
whe:e every chapter was represented in the 
meeting in Detroit. As the Guild expands 
geographically, the value of this step will be
come increasingly apparent. 

In its session last evening, the Executive 
Board adopted a budget for next year of 
~ 1,702.50. We are happy to report to you that 
the Guild did not spend the entire budget 
which was allowed by the Convention last 
year. However, due to rising costs of printing 
and to the rapidly expanding travels of offi
ce:s and field secretaries, the ExecutiYe 
Board approved the proposal of the Adminis
trative Committee of a budget increase of ap
proximately $180 for next year. 

Although we may be very proud of our 
past accomplishments, bhey must be only our 
stepping stones to new achievements. As you 
will learn from the various financial reports, 
the Guild has enjoyed the most productive 
year in its history. Many chapters were suc
cessful beyond their most optimistic hopes in 
completing their room pledges to Guild Hall, 
others will need bhe extra year which was 
granted in order '1.o complete their pledgl!s. 
Those pledges run until June 30, 1947. In the 
meantime, what of bhose chapters who have 
already completed their pledges? If we know 
the Guild, those chapters will not be content 
to ship their oars and drift with the current 
for a whole year. What, then, shall occuoy 
our efforts during the coming year? We shall 
reach our original goal of $75,000 and more 
far Guild Hall . But Guild Hall, like every
thing else has been caught in the tide of 
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rising prices. Since our campaign was begun 
the plans have been revised to accommodate 
a much larger number of students than w<is 
art first thought necessary or advisable. The 
building will cost approximately $350,000. 
Now we know the Guild cannot raise QUITE 
all of that money in the length of time given 
to u s. But we believe the Guild COULD 
sponsor all of the rooms in the building. There 
are 58 student rooms in Guild Hall. Of these 
26 have been sponsored by chapters. That 
aeaves 32 unaccounted for. In addition to 
these, there are three student service rooms 
at $1,000 each, the china and glassware for the 
dining room, and the Prayer Chapel which 
have not been spoken for. That would make 
a total of something like another $25,000 for 
us to strive to reach. If we could realize that 
additional amount, we would have contri
buted a total of $100,000 rto the building and 
the Guild would have sponsored every room 
in Guild Hall. If chapters would like to un
dertake additional rooms, they might do so. 
Many have already pledged themselves for 
more than one room. Or, suppose we who 
have already completed our pledges say th;it 
we will work jusrt as hard as ever we can to 
see how nearly we can come to r eaching that 
additional $25,000 by our combined efforts. I 
believe we rould come very close. 

I mentioned that the Guild had just h ad 
the most successful year in i ts histo1·y. Later 
you will hear further details of exactly wh,1t 
our financial accomplishments have been 
throughout .our history. I feel sure those :ic
complishments ably demonstrate that women 
CAN be trusted to handle finances. Not long 
ago I read an article in which some man w;is 
bewailing the fact that 70% of the liquid 
wealth of the United States is con trolled at 
present by women. Among other interesting 
facts presented in the same article was that 
the life expectancy of women is better than 
five years higher than bhat .of men; that the 
death rate for men in peace time exceeds 
that of women by about 25%; that the infant 
mortality rarte of male infants is 27% greater 
than that of girl babies, in spi<i:e of the fact 
that there a:re 105 boys born to every 100 
girls. All of which means that women will 
be called upon to assume grearte1· and greater 
responsibilities toward their community and 
national welfare. And we believe women are 
capable of and willing to assume that re-
5ponsibility. The Guild is a beginning in that 
qirection. 
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And now I come to the most difficult part 
of my report. Many of you know the reluc
tance with which I accepted the great trust 
which you placed in me in appointing me to 
the office of Executive Secrertary. It has been 
a challenging task, an interesting and stimu
lating one. For before one task was com
pleted another one was already peeping over 
i ts shoulder. But I find that in devoting my 
time to the work of the Guild, I had very 
little left for my home and family and par
ticularly for my husband's work. As a conse
quence of my preoccupation with the Guild, 
the publication of his forthcoming book has 
been delayed by some six months. I have dis
•cussed the problem with President Kretz
mann and with your officers and have ex
plained to tllem that, while I alone can do 
the work which my husband needs, there a re 
doubtless others who could perform equal 
service for the Guild. Therefore, I have asked 
to be released from this office and must now 
say goodbye to you, my loyal co-wo·rkers. Jt 
is not easy t.o part from you, and beHeve me. 
a part of my hear t will stay with you always. 
I wish you every success in your noble un
dertaking; all of the joy which I h ave found 
in your service; and I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for the great privilege of 
working with you hand in hand for a cause 
which is very dear to the hearts of all of us. 
May God be with you. 

GAYLE SCHWIEBERT. 

---D- --
COINS OF TREASURED MEMORY 

Into my hear t's tr easw·y I slipped a coin 
Which time cannot take, nor a thief pw·loin. 
0, better than the minting of a gold- crowned 

king 
Is the safe-kept memory of a lovely thing. 

Over and over again, during those two days 
at Valparaiso, Sara Teasdale's delightful little 
poem recurred to my thoughts; so that, be
fore I left -the campus, I had slipped six new 
groups of coins into my h eart's treasury. I 
classified them as follows: beautiful service 
r eceived, Christian fellowship, campus at
m.osphere, pride of participation, sentiment, 
and inspiration. 

From the moment that I saw the University 
bus waiiting at the r ailroad station to take us 
to the hotel, I felt welcome. The Valparaiso 
ladies were efficient and char ming hostesses. 
Housing reservations were perfectly planned 
and promptly available. Those rainbow badges 
and foldel'S made us think that we actua'lly 
had found a "pot of gold" . Food and service 
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at the banquet and breakfast could not have 
been surpassed. 

As happens each year at Guild Convention 
time, activity in the Hotel Lembke lobby was 
suggestive of one's coming back to be among 
good friends. They are indeed friends, those 
Guilders--from South Bend and Mishawaka, 
from Hammond and Chicago, from Cleveland 
and Detroit, from everywhere. And what fun 
iit was, and what a satisfaction to sit in our 
own etate sections at the meetings and at the 
banquet and to realize anew, with deep pride~ 
that we are part of a fine band of women 
dedicated ito a great work. 

SUI"prising indeed was the thml that came 
from seeing, hearing, and almost breathing in 
again that campus atmosphere. Freshman 
caps, student chatter in restaurants, boxes 
from home unpacked in dormitory r00ms-
all these awakened nostalgic longings 1:9 "be 
a child again, just for tonight". And beautiful 
beyond expression was the experience of see
ing rthose boys and girls seated in intimate 
little groups, taking part reverently in the 
woi-shlp of their, and our, Lutheran Church. 

Even the business sessions were stirring. I 
challenge any member, no matter how prac
tical or how cynical she may be, to have sat 
through those meetings and not to have felt 
an almost burning pride at having had even 
a small part in rthe work that the Guild has 
done. As I heard again and again that goals, 
which were but dreams fifteen yems ago and 
which at that itime frightened the most opti
mistic, have now been realized, I was proud 
to be one of the 3,700 members, to be a:ble to 
serve in one of the fifty-one chapters, to have 
contributed my mite toward the $151,000 
raised by the Guild for the University with
in those fifteen years. And then I have the 
coin of memory of the cornerstone laying. 
What a treasure that isl I am proud that my 
name is seaied within that stone, because it is 
in such good company there. 

Three coins of my collection I shall never 
look upon without a reminiscent touch of the 
sadness whiC'h I fel·t when I tucked them in!o 
my treasury. One is the coin I put away w~en 
our Mrs. Schwiebert told us that she would 
not be able to lead us much longer. A second 
is the one which represents another presenta
tion of our "Guild· Special". That little cert?
mony made me feel, as it always does, that · 
I am one of a great familly of proxy mothers 
providing future comfort and happiness for 
many children and grandchildren .. And the 
third coin in this group, and most precious of 
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all, is the treasured memory of that moment 
when Dr. Kretzmann began the filling of the 
cornerstone with the words, "A copy of the 
Holy Bible". Somehow, seeing hini. and Miss 
Nicolay lay that Bible into the cornerstone of 
our Guild Hall, I knew that even the slightest 
worry about success in our Guild projects 
would be weak and ungrateful; for we base 
our hopes and endeavors on the soundest and: 
safest foundation possible, our faith in our 
God. 

The last group of coins I tucked ·away at 
the Convention are the memories of inspira
tion received. The sincerity ·and courage 
shown by all in the business discussions; the. 
anniversary candle-lighting by the past presi
dents, to whom we owe so much; the lovely 
foreword by J. Pelikan which appears in the 
Convention program; :the addresses by Pas_. 
tors Henrichs, · Oldsen, Miller, and_ Reinke; 
the beauitiful hymns and prayers; and, as a 
perfect finale, Dr. Kretzmann's simple but 
uplifting sermon on "The Saints of the Little 
Things". Small wonder it is that all of us· 
came away from that candlelight vesper ser
vice feeling jlist a little better, a liilttle·nearer. 
to that which :is most needful. 

'I'hus, I have a new collection of .. codns: of 
treasured memories. Nor are they, any of 
them, mine alone. Two hundred other women 
have ifhem, too; and, if more had. been there, 
they would also ·have rthem. i urge that we 
all attend the Convention next year and col
[eot some more. 

Emm~ E. Kiefer, Fort Wayne Chapter. 

---o-----
MINUTES OF THE 1946 

CONVENTION 
Valparaiso, Indiana 

Sept. 28, 1946 
The fifteenth annual convention of the Vai

paraiso University Guild was called to order 
by the president, Miss Louise Nicolay, on 
Saturday, Sept. 28, at 9: 45 a. m., in· the Uni
versity Auditorium. Mr. M. ~ Bichsel 
served as accompanist fur the suiging of the 
hymn "Take My_ Life and Let It Be". The 
opening devotional service was in charge of 
the Rev. Armiri C. Oldsen, pasto~ of Imman
uel Lutheran Church, Valparaiso, Indiana. 
The Rev. Mr. Oldsen based his address on 
the theme "A Good Work". He pointed out 
the Scriptural yardstick by which ·ol.lr deeds 
are measured. He commended the members 
of the Guild for their zeal and devotion to a 
rioble cause and admoniShed them to ·continue 
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to work in a manner which will be pleasing 
to the Lord of the Church. 

After a brief greeting Miss Nicolay an
nounced that because the business of the 
convention was urgent and because the time 
for consideration of this business was short 
<the Execu;tive Board, iin a meeting held on 
Friday night, had approved a plan to dis
pense with the reading of the minutes of the 
1945 convention. A motion -to dispense wi~h 

the .reading of the minutes of the 1945 con
vention was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. F. C. Proehl, first v ice-president, the n 
took the chair while the president made her 
annual report. 

The convention motto, "Good Will to Men," 
Miss Nicolay said , is an appropriate one for 
•the fifteenth birthday celebration of the Guild 
because tihese words a re taken from the 
hymn sung by the heavenly choir on the 
fields of Bethlehem after the announcement 
of the birth of the Savior of mankind . 
T.hrough the ages <the angel's song has been 
sung by believing Christians all over the 
worud. It conveys to the children of men God's 
promise of the peace which the world cannot 
give; it is an expression of joy, praise, grati
tude, and h ope. 
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Miss Nicolay thanked the officers of the 
Guild, the field secretaries, and the mem
bers who had ser ved on boards or commit
tees during the past year for their loyal sup
port and cooperation. She expressed her s in
cere appreciation of the cou1·tesies extended 
to her by !!he officers of the Lutheran Uni
versity Association and acknowledged her in
debtedness to Dr. 0. P. Kretzmann for his 
kindly counsel and wise and pa tient under
standing. The president then lauded the ef 
forts of bhe individual members of the Guild 
for, she said, "without the cooperation, sup
port, enthusiasm, and zea l of every member 
all plans and all great undertakings wou ld 
fail." Miss Nicolay concluded her address 
with a plea to Almighty God for His con
tinuing blessing in the years 4.hat lie ahead. 

Miss Emily Doell, chairman of the Reso-
1 u tions Committee, moved the adoption of the 
following .reso~ution: 

WHEREAS .the annual report of our Na
tional Guild President at this convention 
contains much valuable information for foe 
membership at large, 

THEREFORE BE IT RE'30LVED that 
this r epol't or excerpts therefrom be printed 
in the post-conven tion issue of the Bulleti".1. 
The resolution was adopted. 
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Miss Nicolay took the chair again and pre
sented the Rev. Karl Henrichs to the as
sembly. 'J1he Rev. Mr. Henrichs spoke on the 
topic "Reminiscences of the Guild". H e de
clared that he has frequently been called the 
faLher of the Guild and added that, if he were 
indeed the father of the Guild, he wished to 
point with pride to "a bunch of fine children". 
'Dhe speaker traced the development of the 
Guild from its modest beginnings through the 
early years of struggle and hardships to its 
present impressive stature. H e commended 
the ' Guild for its unswerving and unwavering 
loyalty to Valparaiso University. The Guild, 
he said, has never permitted itself to be side
tracked; it has r emained true to its original 
purpose, i. e., to serve as an auxiliary to 
Lhe Lutheran Univers~ty Association. The 
fifiteenth anniversary of the founding of the 
Guild, the Rev. Mr. Henrichs declared, should 
serve not only as a vantage point from which 
to look backward but also as a high point of 
achievement from which to look forward. The 
laying of the corner stone of Guild Hall marks 
an important milestone in the history of the 
Guild and of the University. The demands of 
the future will exceed those of the past. Val
paraiso, the Rev. Mr. H enrichs affirmed, !S 

dedicated to the cause of strengthening and 
increasing in the youth of America an appre
ri:.ition of the importance of religion in the 
church, in Lhe home, and in the nation. The 
part of the Guild in this great work is (1) to 
pwpagandize for the University and to call 
a ttention to its needs, opportunities and bless
ings; (2) to adopt the slogan, "Each member 
bring in a new member"; (3) to help create 
more chapters in the ten Central States; (41 
to establish a list of 30 to 50,000 Lutheran 
women to whom a report of Guild activitiP.s 
shall be sent several t imes each year. The 
speaker expressed his deep gratitude for the 
work done by the Guild in the past. He con
cluded his address with the assertion that the 
University is no longer a hope but a reaHty, 
and that as each one of us had a part in 
building it each of us has an obligation to do 
her part in the future. On the fifteenth an
niversary celebration we should rededicate 
ourselves to this high purpose. 

Miss Doell moved the adoption of the fol
lowing resolution: 

WHEREAS the Rev. Karl H. Henrichs, in 
his inimitable way, in his "Reminiscences 
of the Guild," has brought to our minds 
not only the obstacles and disappoirutments, 
but also the many joys it has experienced 
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in its labor of love during the past fifteen 
years, and 

WHEREAS we are grateful to Almighty 
God for the benefits He has showered upon 
us, without any merit or worthiness on our 
part. 

THEREFORE BE IS RESOLVED that 
we thank Rev. Henrichs sincerely for his 
message, and 

BE IS FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
invoke the Lord's abundant blessing on our 
work also in the future as we reconsecrate 
ourselves to the cause of our University. 
'J1he resolution was seconded. Carried. 
Miss Nicolay presenlted Mrs. Ad. Haentz-

schel, president of the Valparaiso Chapter 
and chairman of the Convention Social Com
mittee. Mrs. Haentzschel welcomed the con
vention guests on behalf of the Valparaiso 
Chapter and announced the time and place 
of the social events arranged by her com
mittees. 

A repont reviewing the meetings of the Ex
ecutive Board since the 1945 Convention was 
read by the secretary. A motion to accept the 
repmi was seconded and carried. 

The president announced that the follow
ing committees had served during 1945-1946: 
Activities: Mrs. E. N. Moore, chairman; Mrs. 
N. E. Bishop, Mrs. H. C. Vogel; Campaign 
Advisory: Mrs. W. N. Hoppe, chairman, Mrs. 
M. Hemmeter, Mrs. H. Knust, Miss L . Nico
lay, Mrs. F. C. Proehl, Mrs. A. F. Scherer, 
Mrs. E. F. Stegman, Mrs . A. A. Taube; R~
visions: Mrs. W. N. Hoppe, chairman, M!·s. 
Paul Tegge, Mrs. A. 0. Kampe; Nominations: 
Mrs. A. F. Scherer, chairman, Mrs. K<lrl 
Henrichs, Mrs. H. W. Bartels, Mrs. Forr~st 
Palmer, Mrs. Archibald McKay; Resolutions: 
Miss Emily W. Doell, chairman, Mrs. A. C. 
Oldsen, Mrs. H. A. Eberline; Reporters: Miss 
Emma Kiefer, Miss Lois So'hn. 

Miss Nicolay advised the convention of the 
appointment of ten field secretaries for 1945-
1946: Mrs. A. A. Taube, northern Illinois; 
Mrs. E. T. J. Birner, central Illinois; Mrs. A. 
Waechter, southern Illinois; Mrs. Erwin 
Kurth, Indiana; Mrs. Otto Rosenbusch, Michi
gan; Mrs. Kad Kurth, Missouri; Miss Emily 
Doell, New York; Mrs. H. W. Bartels, Ohio; 
Mrs. J. F . Woessner, Pennsylvania; Miss 
Lydia Schultz, Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Arnold Scherer, chairman of the Nomi
nations Committee, presented the following 
slate of candidates for national offices: Presi
dent, Miss Louise Nicolay, South Bend, Indi
ana; Mrs. F. C. Proehl, Milwaukee, Wiscon
sin. First Vice-President: Mrs. E. F. Stegman, 
South Bend, Indiana; Mrs. Herbert Borchert, 
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Detroit,· Michigan. Second Vice-President: 
Mrs. E. T. J. Birner, Mattoon, IDinois; Miss 
Einina Kiefer~ · For.t· Wayne, Indiana. Secre
tary: Mrs. W~ier· A. Hansen, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana; Mrs. A. C. Schwan, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Treasurer: Mrs. G. E. Penson, Chicago, Illi
nois; Mrs. Frank Maag, Lakewood, Ohio. 

Mrs. Scherer's report was accepted and, 
since thei'.e were no nominations from the 
.fl~r, a. mQt;ion. ¢o close the nominations was 
seconded. and carried. 

Mrs. W. N. Hoppe, chairman of the Cam
paign Advisory ·Committee, reported that 
"June 30, 1946, marked the close of a five
year period replete with planning, working, 
giving, and sacrificing for the Guild's great
est objective, Guild Hall". During this five
year period the sum of $70,617.47 was trans
iferred · tO the Luth~ran University for the 
Guild Hall project. In addition to the monies 
already collected, another $9,000 is still owing 
on pamally completed pledges.' When these 
unpaid baiances have ·been collected, the total 
receipts for the Guild Hall Fund should go 
beyond $90,000. Mrs. Hoppe informed the 
convention that the grand total collected for 
all purposes from 1941 to 1946 amounted to 
$96,326.13. The greater part of the difference 
between thds sum and the $70,617.47 men
tioned a:bove was the receipt of the member
ship due8 allocated to the Lutheran Uni
versity Association for ithe current fund 
treasury. On behalf of the members of the 
Campaign Advisory Committee Mrs. Hoppe 
extended congratulations to all the chapters 
of the Guild for their splendid achievement 
and urged them to continue their loy'al and 
generous support of the Guild Hall project. 

The Resolutions Committee presented th~ 
following resolution: 

WHEREAS ithe :raising of the necessary 
funds for G'li.ild Hall under the Five-Year 
Plan has been in the very capable hands 
of Mrs. W. N. Hoppe and her committee, 
and 

WHEREAS, this committee has very ef
. di.ciently handled all the intricate details 
· connected with such a cainpaign, · 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
this assembly extend .. to them a hearty vote 
of appreciation and ~. . . ·. 

_ . The resolµtion. was moved,· seconded, and 
f~opted. ·' .· ... :-.:: . · .-.: · ·,:· .. 

:.In the absence of Mrs. E. N. Moore~ -:chair-
1'1~· of ·the Activities Conunitttee, Mrs: N. E. 
:S~op read a brief :report written by Mrs. 
Mooi:~. Mrs. Moore reported the completion 
of. the· new Guild Manual. She asked Guild 
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members and chapter presidents to send to 
her any new and novel ideas for Guild pro
grams and special projects. Mrs. Moore said 
ithat her committee is eager to be of service 
to the chapters and ·is always willing to 
answer any questions which may come to 
them. 

Mrs. A. 0. Kampe, a member of the Re
visions Committee read . a redraft of articles 
and sections of the original by-laws as they 
will appear with the proposed amendments. 
The changed and amended by-laws were dis
cussed. A motion to add the phrase "over and 
above an estimated work.ing capital" to Sec
tion 5 of Article XIV was made, seconded, 
and carried. The Revisions Committee then 
moved the adoption of the by-laws with this 
correction. The motion was seconded and car
ried unanimously. The revised and amended 
by-laws adopted by the convention will read 
as follows: 

ARTICLE IV-Dues and Funds. 
Section 1. The annual dues for regular, 

individual, and associate membership in the 
Guild shall be not less than one dollar ($1) . 

Section 2. CURRENT FUND: All mem
bership dues shall be for the Current Fund 
of the Lutheran University Association. 

Section 3. PROJECT FUND: All gifts ·and 
funds raised by the cliapters through ac
tivities shall be used for Special Projects 
as designated by the Guild. Incidental ex
penses for operating the Guild may be taken 
from this fund. 

ARTICLE VI-Officers and Duties. 
Section 1. The officers of the Guild shall 

be a president, first vice-president and sec
ond vice-president, a secretary, and a treas
urer. The appointive office of the Guild 
shall be an Executive Secretary. 

Section 5. The itreasurer shall be the cus
todian of the finances of the Guild. She 
shali receive all monies from chapters and 
individual donors; deposit same in a bank 
or banks designated by the Administrative 
·Committee; and keep an accurate account 
of all receipts and disbursements. 

She shall pay all bills for incidental ex
penses, approved by the president, remit bi
monthly all membership dues to the De

. partrilent of Public Relations of Valparaiso 
· University. Payment or transfer of any 
qther funds shall be made annually, or at 
such times as may be determined by the 

· Guild. All checks shall be signed by the 
treasurer and countersigned by the presi
_dent. 

ARTICLE VII-Executive Secretary. 
Section 1. ':Dhe Executive Secretary shall 

be appointed by the officers of the ValP!l
raiso ·University Guild, the President of the 
University and the chairman of the Board 
of Directors . of the Lutheran University 
Association. :lit carirying out her duties she 
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shall be directly accountable to the officers 
of the Valparaiso University Guild. She 
shall continue in this capacity subject to the .. 
control of these appointing officers. 

Section 2. In general, she shall be re
sponsible for the expansion of the Guild, 
the promotion of -its activities and with the 
advice of rthe officers of the Guild make the 
arrangements· for the annual Guild oon
vention. Other duties may be assigned to 
her by these officers. 

Section 3. She shall be editor of the Guild 
Bulletin, in which work she shall be assist
ed by 1lhe officers of the Guild. 

Section 4. She shall represent the Valpa
raiso University Guild at all State Unit 
meetings; if unable to do so, another mem
ber of the Administrative Committee shall 
represent :the Guild. 

Section 5. She shall meet with the officers 
of the Guild and the President of the Uni
versity at least once every quarter. At these 
meetings she shall present reports concern
ing her activities as well as her program 
for the immediate future. . 

ARTICLE IX-Administrative Commit
tee. 

Section 1. The Administrative Commit
tee shall consist of ithe officers of the Guild 
and the Executive Secretary. The duties of 
this committee shall be: . 

a. To appoint Field Secretaries as deemed 
necessary. 

b. To examine and to ratify the consti
tution and by-laws of chapters making ap
plications for membership, and to approve 
proposed amendments to the By-Laws of 
the State Units. 

c. To plan and supervise the program of 
the annual Guild convention. 

d. To assist the Executive Secretary in 
editing the official publication known as the 
Guild Bulletin. 

e. To determine the bound8ries or areas 
of State Uni(ts and to plan and arrange for 
the orgailization of additional units. At least 
one member of the Administrative Com
mittee shall be in attendance at all State 
Unit meetings. 

f. To appoint a certified auditor to ex
amine the books of the treasurer and sub
mit a report to the ·annual convention. 

ARTICLE X-Executive Board. 
Section 1. The Executive Board shall 

consist of the Guild officers and past presi
dents of the Guild, Field Secretaries, presi
dents of State Units, presidents of chapters 
and chairmen of standing committees. In 
the event that a Chapter President or Unit 
President is unable ;to attend a Board meet
ing, the Vice-President or other qualified 
member may represent her. 

Section 2. The Executive Bo811'd shall 
meet in the spring of the year and on the 
day previous to the annual convention of 
the Gu!d. Special meetings of this Board 
may be called 1by the Administrative Com
mittee. 
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.. ·Section .a. The Executive Board shall 
have. power to 1 transact the gen~ral busi
ness. 9f the Gµild ~tween conyentions, di-

. ~ect, ·its. activities, .,act .upon all appli~tions 
f9r · c,hapter memQe.rship, an4 . .fµl all vacan
cies in office, except in the presidency. ~e 
vice-presidents in their order shall auto
matically become president. in case of a 

. vacancy in the presidency. 
· Section 4. This Board shall submit to the 
Guild at the annual convention a detailed 
.report of the work done during the preced
ling year. 

Section 5. Ten members, three of whom 
shall be officers, shall constitute a quortim 
at any duly called meeting of the· Executive 
Board. 

ARTICLE XI-Field Secretaries .. 
Field Secretaries shall promote the 

growth of the Guild by organizing new 
chapters in their respective State wherever 
possible. The organizing of chapters shall 
be done uniformly and shall proceed under 
the direction of the Executive Secretary. 
Field Secretaries shall report their activi
ties .regularly to the Executive Board. They 
shall be members of the State Board of 
their respective Unit. The term of office 
shall be for one· year. No E'ield Secretary 
shall hold office for more than four con
secutive years. 

ARTICLE XII-Standing Committees. 
PROJECT COMMITTEE: This commit

tee shaU consist of three members, appoint
ed 1by the president. The duty of this com
mittee shall be to propose for eonsideration 
to the Executive Board one or more prll
jects to be undertaken by the Guild during 
the ensuing year. Final decision shall be 
made by the Guild. Such projects shall be 
in conformity with the Guild's objective 
and the disbursement relating thereto shall 
be made from the Project Fund. This com
mittee shall meet previous to the con
vention, together with the president of the 
University and the president of the Guild, 
ex officio. 

ARTICLE XIII-Chapters and Chapter 

Duties. 
Section 1. The Valparaiso University 

Guild is an organization consisting of chap
ters located in various sections throughout 
the states. New chapters of the Guild shall 
be formed ·by the regularly appointed Field 
Secretaries. In localities where there are no 
Field Secretaries, the Guild president or 
sonmone designated by her, shall assume 
this responsibility.· 

Section 2. The names and addresses of all 
members of the chapters shall be transmi!
ted annually during the month of July to 
the Executive secretary. The names and 
addresses of new members shall be trans.:. 
mitted by the chapters immediately after 
their acceptance. 

Section 3. Chapters shall elect officials 
as needed. The names and addresses of 
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these officers shall be sent to the Executive 
Secretary immediately after their. election. 

Section 4. Each chapter shall be expected 
to send at least one. representative to the 
Guild convention at the expense of the 
chapter. 

ARTICLE XIV-State Units. 
·Section 1. The chapters of the Valparaiso 

University Guild within a given State or 
area shail become organized as a State Unit. 
The boundaries or areas of such State Units 
shall be determined by the Administrative 
Committee. As new chapters are formed, 
the Administrative Committee shall plan 
and arrange for tlhe organization of ad
ditional Units. An Individual Member may 
become affiliated with the State Unit in her 
area. 

Section 2. All State Units are an integral 
part of the Valparaiso University Guild and 
shall function in accordance with the pres
ent By-Laws of that body and subsequent . 
amendments thereof. 

Section 3. It shall be the purpose of State 
Units to further the objects and the projects 
of the National Guild. 

Section 4. The State Units shall meet an
nually in the sixty-day period immediately 
followmg the National Guild Convention. 

Section 5. The chapters within a State 
Unit shall assume the responsibilities of all 
operating expenses of the Unit (including 
stationery, postage and travel expenses of 
the Unit officers) and all expenses incurred 
by the '81ll1Ual meeting of the Unit. Any 
residue from such sums as may be collected, 
over and above an estimated working capi
tal of the State Unit, shall be sent direct 
to the National Treasurer alt the close of 
each fiscal year for the Project FUnd of the 
Guild. 

ARTICLE XV-Amendments. 
These By-Laws may be amended by a 

two-thirds vote of those present and voting 
at the annual convention, provided the pro
posed amendments have been submitted to 
the Administrative Committee at least two 
months previous to the annual convention, 
and that notice of such proposed amend
pients has been officially published at least 
two weeks previous to the convention. 

ARTICLE XVI-Rules of Order, no 
change. 

STANDING RUµ!:S: Strike out para
graph pertaining to "CONTESTS". 

The itreasurer's report was presented by 
Mrs. G. E. Penson. Mrs. Penson announced 
that her report was one in which she took 
great pride, a pride which could justifiably 
be shared by every member of the Guild. Re
ceipts for the fiscal year which ended June 
30, 1946, reached an alltime high of $29,146.38. 
Disbursements totaled $29,125.53, leaving a 
balance of $21.06 on June 30, 1946. 
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A .letter from Prof. Willard N. Anderson, 
accountant and auditor, was read by the sec
retary. Prof. Anderson stated that the treas
urer's books were in order and that all funds 
1had been disbursed and allocated as shown 
in her report. 

The treasurer's report was accepted. 
The convention was adjourned at 12 o'clock. 
The st.-cond session of the Valparaiso Uni-

versity Guild was called to order by the 
president at 1: 30 p. m. 

Roll Call by chapters revealed an attend
ance of 250 members and guests. Thirty-three 
chapters were .represented, and five past 
presidents, six national officers, eight field 
secretaries, and five state unit presidents were 
in attendance. 

Miss Nicolay then introduced Mrs. E. G. 
Schwiebert, ExecUJtive Secretary of the Guild. 
Mrs. Schwiebert declared that it gave her 
special pleasure to report on one of the most 
successful years in the history of the Guild. 
After five years of hard work the Guild Hall 
campaign has been brought to a successful 
conclusion. The Guild membership has 
reached a new high of 3,712 members, an in
.crease of almost 600 over the figures for Jan
uary, 1946. Mrs. Schwiebert .reported that five 
Guild Bulletins were issued in the interim 
1between conventions. At t!his point the Reso
lutions Committee interrupted Mrs. Schwie
bert's report to move the adoption of the fol
lowing resolution: 

WHEREAS the publication of the Guild 
Bulletin is an important agency for the dis
semination of news and also provides infor
mation and inspiration to the membership 
at large, and 

WHEREAS the editing of the Bulletin 
entails considerable time and effort, and 

WHEREAS our Executive Secretary, 
Mrs. E. G. Schwiebert, the editorial staff, 
as well as Mrs. R. C. Klemz of the Home 
Mountain Publishing Co., have assumed 
this responsibility with outstanding success, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
a hearty vote of thanks be extended to all. 
The motion was seconded. Carried. 
Continuing her address Mrs. Schwiebert 

said that she has visited many chapters and 
has made many good friends. She commended 
the loyal workers in the Guild and praised 
the splendid spirit of service she found 
wherever she visited. She paid special tribute 
to the field secretaries and then introduced 
the field secretaries to the convention and 
~alled for their reports. The reports of the 
field secretaries revealed that much spade 
work has ibeen done in eight states. During 
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the past year new chapters were formed in 
Gary, Indiana, Dundee, Illinois, Mattoon, Illi
nois, and Akron, Ohio, and the Indianapolis 

- chapter has been completely reorganized. 
Mrs. Schwiebert presented the new chapters 
to the convention. A motion to accept the 
new chapters into membership was seconded 
and carried. 

Mrs. Schwiebert briefly reviewed the steps 
taken to establish the State Unit organizations 
authorized by the 1945 National Convention. 
Five successful organizational meetings wern 
held in the Spring of 1946. The state presi
dents elected in these meetings were intro
duced. 

Next Mrs. Schwiebert read the budget 
which had been drawn . up by the Adminis
trative Committee and which had been re
ferred to the Resolutions Comziiittee by the 
Executive Board. Mrs. H. A. Eberline, a mem
ber of the committee moved the adoption cf 
the following resolution: 

WHEREAS a budget, based upon past ex
penditures and allowing for needed ex
pansion, has been prepared, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we adopt the proposed budget for 1946-47 
in the amount of $1,702.50 as presented by 
the Executive Secretary. · 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
Mrs. Schwiebert continued her report with 

a brief summary of the Guild Hall Campaign. 
Twenty-six chapters have completed the 
special projects undertaken in 1946. This, 
Mrs. Schwiebert said, brings us face to face 
with the question, What now? After careful 
consideration the Executive Board decided to 
recommend to the convention the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

WHEREAS the Guild has approximately 
completed the· raising of the promised 
amount of $75,000 for Guild Hall, and 
twenty-six chapters have paid their entire 
pledge, and 

WHEREAS, there still remain additional 
rooms, furnishings for which have not yet 
been provided, . 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
au of us continue striving to finish the job . 
and sponsor the remaining rooms in Guild 
Hall. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
Mrs. Schwiebert expressed complete con

fidence in the ability of the Guild to assume 
this new responsibility. The record of the 
past five years, she said, eloquently reveals 
the courage, strength, and determination of 
the Guild. 

The concluding portion of the Executive 
Secretary's report brought expressions of re-
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gret and sorrow from every section of the 
convention. Mrs. Schwiebert announced that 
she had reluctantly been forced to realize 
that the pressure of duties within her home 
made it necessary for her to tender her resig
nation to the Guild. She believes that her 
work for and with her husband on the new 
Luther biography being written by Dr. 
Schwiebert should have first claim on her 
time. This, then, was her farewell to the 
Guild, Mrs. Schwiebert expressed her sincere 
gratitude to the Guild for the support, en
couragement, and friendly cooperation so 
generously extended to her. 

Acting upon instruction the Resolutions 
Committee drew up the following resolution: 

WHEREAS· Mrs. E.G. Schwiebert has ad
vised us of her resignation as Executive 
Secretary of the Guild, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we, the members, in convention· assembled, 
express to her our deep regret at her leav
ing and wish her Godspeed in all her future 
undertakings, and · 

BE IT FUR'f.HER RESOLVED that we 
acknowledge with gratitude tO God the 
splendid progress of the Guild during the 
time of Mrs. Schwiebert's service, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Administrative Corllmittee be instruct
ed to convey our gratitude to Mrs. Schwie
bert by means of a suitable gift of remem
brance. 
'mle resolution was moved, seconded, and 

adopted. 
At the conclusion of Mrs. Schwiebert's re

port the president presented beautiful cor
sages to the following field secretaries 

·present: Mrs. Erwin Kurth, Mrs. H. W. Bar
tels, Mrs. J. F. Woessner, Miss Emily Doell, 
Miss Lydia Schultz, Mrs. A. A. Taube, Mrs. 
Otto Rosenbusch, and Mrs. E. T. J. Birner. 
Miss Nicolay said that these corsages should 
serve as a token of appreciation for their se1·
vices to the Guild during 1945-1946. The 
Resolutions Committee moved the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

WHEREAS the Guild is deeply grateful 
for the progress made under the able leader
ship of its officers and Field Secretaries, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Guild extend to them a hearty vote of 
thanks. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
Dr. 0. P. Kretzmann, president of Valpa

raiso University, was introduced by Miss 
Nicolay. Dr. Kretzmann began his address 0:1 

the topic "The State of the Nation" by wel
coming the guests to the campus. Th~ annual 
convention of the Guild, he said, is impor-
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tant and helpful to the Guild and to the Uni
versity. It enables the individual Guild mem
ber to see for herself phe changes and im
provements constantly in progress on the 
University Campus. Dr. · Kretzmann com
mended the Guild for the splendid record of 
achievements, a record which, he said, is un
usual for an organization of this size. He de
clared that the laying of the cornerstone of 
Guild Hall is an event of great significance. 
It marks a beginning. The events of the next 
ten years will tell the story. They will de
termine whether Valparaiso will move into 
the ranks of the great universities of the na
tion or remain a small ·liberal arts college. 
The future depends on the foundations w~ 
lay now. The tremendous problems of the 
present and the future must be considered in 
terms of the total program and of overall 
vision. We must not lose our sense of valu~s 
and proportions, nor the friendly spirit, 
Christian atmosphere, and Christian approach 
which have been characteristic of the Uni
versity in the past. 

Dr. Kretzmann reported on the added prob
lems and obligations brought about by the 
school's spectacular growth. Satisfactory pro·
visions for adequate supervision of students 
have been arranged. New· students are care
fully chosen from the flood of applications. 
Scholarship, special circwnstances, and the 
requests and recommendations of old friends 
and patrons are determining factors in ac
cepting applicants. At the present time an en
rollment of more than 1,400 makes Valparaiso 
the largest institution within the Missouri 
Synod. Thirty new instructors added to the 
faculty in .recent months brings the number 
close to the one-hundred mark. Recognizing 
the. fact that the chapel is the heart of the 
corporate approach to religion, the UniversiLy 
has evolved a plan which will enable all stu
dents to attend the chapel services regularly 
in spite of inadequate seating capacity. Jn 
~nclusion, Dr. Kretzmann forcefully re
iterated his implicit faith in our ability-as 
a Guild, as a University, and as a Church·
to meet the challenge of the present and the 
future. He believes that a sense of adventure, · 
confidence, and courage assures us that, with 
God's help, we can accomplish what we have 
set out to do. 

In response to an announcement that the 
Lutheran University Association has agreed· 
to extend the offer to subsidize the office of 
the Exe.cutive Secretary for another two 
years the Resolutions Committee moved the 
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adoption of the following resolution: 
~ th~ Valparaiso University 

Guild JS deeply indebted to the Lutheran 
University Association for subsidizing the 
office of the Executive Secretary for the past -
two. years, and 

WHEREAS the L. U. A. has extended this 
offer for the subsequent two years, . 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Guild accept this offer with grateful 
appreciation. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 
The next order of business was the election 

of officers. The chair appointed Mrs. Fred 
Firchau, Mrs. E. R. Jordan, and Mrs. Karl 
Bliese to act as tellers. 

Miss Nicolay then introduced the Rev. 
Fred L. ·Miller. In his able and comprehen
sive report the Rev. Mr. Miller stressed the 
fact that, like St. Augustine, we must "~e 
and read". 'f.he case for Valparaiso, the 
speaker said, has been put on paper. We must 
read it, and we must make ~thers read it. 
The case for Valparaiso, he continued, is a 
strong one. We must serve as emissaries for 
the school. We must plead its cause and en
deavor to make men and women understand 
what Valparaiso means to us ·as parents, 
church members, and citizens. World-wide 
unrest has awakened in the hearts of thought
ful men and women a feeling for the need 
of Christianity. Valparaiso can help in the 
building of a strong church and a strong na
tion. In spite of present day financial difficul
ties we must not permit ourselves to be de
pressed. We must take an optimistic view, 
the Rev. Mr. Miller declared. "We must view 
the city and see the ivory towers. Then, un
der God's guidance, we shall make great 
strides forward." 

The Resolutions Committee moved the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS the University has been called 
upon to serve, in ever-increasing numbers 
the youth of our church, and ' 

WHEREAS in response to this need, the 
Board of Directors has adopted a program 
of expansion, and 

WHEREAS to complete such a program, 
tihe cooperation of the Guild is desired, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we endorse the action of the Board and 
pledge the members of the Board our 
whole-hearted cooperation and support. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mrs. E. F. Stegman, second vice-president 
of the Guild, presented the Guild Special for 
1945-1946 to the University. The Sheffield. 
tea-and-coffee service, Mrs. Stegman said, is 
a gift of love and loyalty to the school. She 
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exp1·essed the hope that its gleaming beauty 
might bring joy to all those who use it and 
that the personal nature of the gift might 
convey to student body and faculty something 
of the feeling of sincere friendship Guild 
members have for them. In accepting the 
silver service for the University, Dr. Kretz
mann said Jthat the annual Guild Special is 
especially cherished and appreciated because 
of its personal and sentimental nature. 

After a brief discussion of suggestions for 
the 1947 GuHd Special the Resolutions Com
mittee presented the following resolution: 

WHEREAS the need for items of table 
silver to match the tea- and-coffee service 
for use at University functions, has been 
established, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the Guild Special for the year 1946-47 be 
the purchase of the necessary pieces of fiat 
silver. 
The resolution was moved, seconded and 

adopted. 
Miss Nicolay called on the secretary to r ead 

an overture addressed to the convention by 
the Saginaw Chapter. A motion to refer the 
overture to 1the Revisions Committee for fur
ther study was made, seconded, and carried. 

A motion authorizing the treasurer to remit 
all special project funds quarterly to the Uni
versity was seconded and carried. 
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In keeping with the spirit of the 1946 con
vention the Resolutions Committee moved the 
adoption of the following r esolution: 

WHEREAS a year has passed since peace 
has been declared, but, in spite of all hu
man effort, vexing problems of unrest, 
jealousies and dissensions are still rife on 
all sides. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we, the members of the Valparaiso Uni
versity Guild, continue to remember our 
Government and all in authority in daily 
ardent prayer, asking our Heavenly Father 
to endow our leaders with the spirit of wis
dom, and humiliity so that "Good Will to 
Men" may be established upon the earth. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Miss Nicolay announced that the convention 
guests would be taken to the site of the cor 
nerstone laying immediately after adjourn
ment. The following resolution of gratitude to 
a gracious God was presented by the Reso
lu tions Committee: 

WHEREAS by the grace of God we are 
today privileged to celebrate not only our 
Fifteenth Birthday but also to witness the 
Cornerstone Laying of Guild Hall, which 
we h ave worked and prayed for during the 
past five years, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we humbly acknowledge God's goodness in 
permitting us to be present on this m o
mentous occasion. 

N A TION A L OFF I CERS 1946-1947 
Reading left to right: Miss Louise F. Nicolay, president; Mrs. W. A. Hansen, secretary; 

Mrs. E. T. J. Birner, 2nd vice- president; Mrs. E. F . Stegman, 1st vice-president; 
Mrs. G. E. Penson, treasurer. 
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The resolution was moved, seconded and 
adopted. 

Mrs. JNrchau, chairman of tellers, asked for 
a motion authorizing her committee to de
stroy the ballots. The motion was made, sec
onded, and carried. Mrs. Firchau then an
nounced the election results: 

President: Miss Louise Nicolay. 
First Vice-President: Mrs. E. F. Stegman. 
Second Vice-Pres.: Mrs. E. T. J. Birner. 
Secretary: Mrs. Walter A. Hansen. 
Treasurer: Mrs. G. E. Penson. 
During a general di.Scussion period Mrs. 

Erwin Kurth suggested that some action be 
taken on rthe ideas advanced by the Rev. Mr. 
Henrichs in his address. A motion to refer 
the question of methods of expansion to the 
Administrative Committee was seconded and 
carried. The Administrative Committee was 
instructed to communicate any plans which 
might be evolved to the presidents of the 
State Units. 

Miss Nicolay concluded ithe business of the 
convention by presenting a corsage to Mrs. 
F. C. Proehl, retiring first vice-president of 
the Gwld. 

The Resolutions Committee offered the fol
lowing general resolutions of thanks to every
one who had assisted in planning the details 
of the 1946 convention: 

WHEREAS the many details for this 
Fifteenth Annual Convention were so ably 
handled by the following and their re-
spective committees, · 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
a hearty vote of thanks be extended to: 

President 0. P. Kretzmann, for his guid
ance, encouragement, and inspirational ad
dresses;· 

The Rev. Armin C. Oldsen, for his up
lifting devotional address; 

Mr. M. Alfred Bichsel, the organist; 
The Rev. F. L. Miller, for his eloquent 

plea for financial support; 
Miss Ann Boda, who accompanied the 

singing at the Executive Board meeting on 
Friday evening; 

Judge and Mrs. Theo. Richter, of Detroit, 
Michigan, who made it possible for us to 
view the Passion film "Golgotha"; 

Mrs. F. C. Proehl, retiring First Vice-
Presidem; · 

The Mishawaka-South Bend Chapter for 
the beautiful cover on our convention pro
gram; 

Mrs. E. G. Schwiebert and Mrs. H. H. 
. Kumnick, the housing committee; · 

Mrs. C. R. Heidbrink, in charge of regis
tration; 
~e students at Lembke Hall, ·who so 

willingly gave up their rooms to. accommo
date Guild members; 
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The management of Hotel Lembke, who 
exerted every means to make Guild mem
bers quartered there comfortable; 

Mrs. Ad. Haentzschel, president of the 
local chapter of the Guild, for her splendid 
work in arranging the minute details; 

Mrs. W. G. Friedrich and her staff of 
ushers; 

Mrs. Luther Koepke, who designed the 
attractive dinner programs, and her com
mittee who made them; 

Mrs. E. E. Goehring and Mrs. M. E. Zim
merman who provided the attractive dec
orations; 

Mrs. M. J. Jox for rthe clever favors; 
Mrs. V. E. Berry and her able assistants 

at the Sunday breakfast; 
Our waitresses at the banquet, the Gam

ma Phi Sorority, assisted by Sigma Delta 
Chi Fraternity; 

The Rev. Manfred E. Reinke,. the speaker 
at the Cornerstone Laying of Guild Hall; 

Dr. 0. P. Kretzmann, the officiant at this 
service, and 

The Valparaiso University Choir, under 
the direction of Prof. Theo. Hoelty-Nickel, 
for their part in the Dedication ceremonies; 

Immanuel Lutheran Church which again 
offered its facilities; 

And to all members of the Valparaiso 
Chapter of the University Guild and many 
others, for their assistance in the many de
tails of organization and execution of the 
convention plans. 
The resolution was moved, seconded, and 

carried. 
The meeting was closed with prayer. 
Adjournment followed at 3: 55 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. WALTER A. HANSEN, Sec. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

After November 1 all correspondence 
usually directed to the Executive Sec
retary of the Guild should be addressed 

Valparaiso University Guild 
c/o Office of the President 
Valparaiso University 
Valparaiso, Indiana. 

REPORT ON CAMPAIGN FOR 
GUILD HALL 

June 30, 1946 marked the close of a five
year period replete with planning, working, 
giving and sacrificing for the Guild's greatest 
objective-''Guild Hall". 

Throughout the Guild everywhere, our 
members eagerly rallied to the realization of 
their opportunity to work and to share in 
this great new development for our belov~d 
University. It has been· a period of intense 
activity and the response has been magnifi-
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cent. Approximately fifty chapters have par-
. ticipated in this grand effort of collecting 
funds for the so-called five-,year Guild Hall 
program. According to figures compiled by 
our treasurer, the actual amount transferred· 
to the Lutheran University Association for 
the erection of Guild Hall is $70,617 .47. 

Twenty-six chapters have exceeded all ob
ligations assumed by them for the five-year 
period, including their yearly goals, their 
original pledge in the campaign for Guild 
Hall and their addiitional pledge for a ·room· 
or equipment. 

Five years ago, it may be recalled, wh~n 
the sum of $75,000 was mentioned, it seemed 
to us a st.aggering and momentous task. But, 
do you realize that during the five years the 
actual receipts for all purposes amounted to 
$96,32613? The greater share of the difference 
between $96,326.13 and $70,617.47 was the re
ceipts for membership dues and was allo
cated to the Lutheran University Association 
for current support. It is interesting to ob
serve that in addition to the monies already 
collected there is a potential sum of $9,000 
still owing upon partially completed balances 
made by the remaining twenty-three chap
ters. These unpaid balances upon pledges 
will, of course, be received in due time, and 
when finally paid should bring the total re
ceipt of funds intended for the Guild Hall 
Fund beyond the sum of $80,000. 

On behalf of the members of the Five-Year 
Campaign Advisory Committee, whose term 
expired at the close of the past fiscal year, 
congratulations are extended to all chapters 
for this splendid performance and we urge 
your continued loyalty and generous suppo.ct 
of the Guild Hall project. 

EMMA D. HOPPE, Chairman. 

---0---
ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 

In the evening of Sept. 28, after the work 
for the day had been finished and the last 
resolution had been passed, the members of 
the Valparaiso University Guild gathered in 
the Rainbow Room of the Immanuel Parish 
Hall for the fifteenth annual convention ban-. 
quet A smile was the Open Sesame and a 
cheery atmosphere pervaded the room as the 

. hungry Guilders slowly made their way by 
the ample Smorgasbord. Mrs. Ad. Haentz-. 
schel, Mistress of Ceremonies, added .to the 
gayety with her spontaneous wit and ready 
quips. A new order was observed,· those at 
the speaker's table being served last. 
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And then-the program. Oh, yes, the Mis
tress of Ceremonies, Mrs .. Haentzschel, gave 
us such a warm welcome, methb)ks she "would 
like to have us return! The community sing
ing with Mrs. John Bopp at the piano proved· 
that it was a grand night for singing; Indiana 
doing even more and above the expected. 
From the "History of the Guild" presented by. 
Mrs. F. C. Proehl, speaker of the evening, we 
learned that the fifteen years of the Guild's 
existence have been fifteen years packed with 
activity. May this history be a promise of 
things to come. 

In the impressive· candle lighting ceremony 
the past presidents, Mrs. E. W. Schultz, Mrs. 
H. W. Bartels, Mrs. H. A. Eberline, Mrs. W. 
N. H~ppe and Mrs. A. A. Taube, expressed 
their sincer~ wishes for the future of the Val:
paraiso University Guild, and each wish 
seemed a prayer-a prayer that fo~d a sec
ond in the hearts of every one present. 

VIOLA BmNER, Second Vice-President. 

---0---
PLEDGES TO GUILD HALL 

As of ·October 15, 1946 

The first floor reception room 
Saginaw, Michigan ................................ $3,500 

Office and Lobby, Indiana Chapters _ .... 2,500 
Dining Room Chairs and Tables · 

Cleveland, Ohio ...................................... 2,500 
Silver, glassware, and china ...................... 2,500 

Second floor living room 
Detroit, Michigan .................................. 2,000 

Third floor living room 
Chicago, lliinois .................................... 2,000· 

Matron's Suite, Milwaukee, Wisconsin .. 1,500 

Three student service rooms .................... 1,000 . 
................................................................... 1,000 
. ................................................................. 1,000 

One guest room, Colti'mbus, Ohio ............ 750 
Prayer Chapel ................................................ 500 

Fifty-eight student rooms ........................ 500 
(In the order received) . 

1. Chicago West, Illinois. 
2. Flint, Michigan. 
3. Merrill, Wisconsin (Memorial: Mrs. P. 

Amos Gruett). 
4. Merrill, Wisconsin (Memorial: Mrs .. A. F. 

Lueck). 
5. Detroit, Michigan (Memorial: Helen 

·Branch Higgins) 
6. Bay City, Michigan. 
7. Bay City, Michigan . 
8. Lansing, Michigan. 
9. Chicago, Illinois (Thankoffering: Mrs. 

Herman G .. Amling). 
10. Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
11. Mishawaka-South Bend, Indiana. 
12. Buffalo, New York. 
13. Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 
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14. Lapeer-Hadley, Michigan. 
15. Miss Olga Staatz, individual gift. 
16. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
;1.7. St. Louis,· Missouri. 
18. Monroe, Michigan. 
19. Plymouth,. Wisconsin. 
20. Mt. Clemens, Michigan. 
21. Dundee-Fox River Valley, Illinois. 
22. Valparaiso, Indiana. 
23. Sebewaing, Michigan. 
24. Hammond, Indiana ~Memorial: Mr. Chas. 

L. and Mrs. Caroline Gieseler). 
25. Lorain County, Ohio. 

(Please send additions or corrections to the 
Executive Secretary.) 

---D---
REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES 

COMMITTEE 
After sending in the copy of the material 

c<>mpiled for the new Guild Mmlual, the Ac
tivities Committee decided to await results 
and re-actions to this Manual before doing 
any further research. 

In submitting material for the projects your 
committee tried to keep in mind that interests 
of chapters varied, also that some chapters 
had a 1arge memibership, others again have 

· only a few members. Then too the possibili
ties of presenting some projects in some com
munities was considered. 

: We trust that all chapters will find some 
material of interest in the Manual. 

Will the chapters kindly let us hear fr<>m 
them? . This is the only check we have of 
knowing whether or not we have succeeded 
in compiling the sort of a manual the Guild 
desires. 

Your committee would like information as 
to whether or not members would be inter
ested in a series of stories about Pioneer wo
men-not the ones who obtained some promi
nence, but just everyday kind of people. Your 
chairman believes that a series of three or 
four of these told by some member of the 
Guild could very well take the place of a 
Book Review. 

Will you please express your opinion on 
this? 

Also, should this committee continue work
ing and occasionally submit additional ma
terial?. 

We have answered several requests for 
copies of the Installation Ritual. This we 
were happy to do. 

Selecting and assembling this material has 
been a most interesting experience. 

Thank you for the opportunity of being of 
service to the Guild. 

META MOORE, Chairman. 
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DEDICATION OF VALPARAISO U. 
DORMITORIES, SEPT. 28, 1946 . 

THE REV. M. E. REINKE 

We have come together this afternoon to 
lay the cornerstones of two new dormitories, 
the first of a complex of buildings to be erect
ed on the site which shall be the future 
campus of Valparaiso University. I do not 
know how better to fulfill the object of this 
day than by asking you to glance with me 
first at the past history of Valparaiso Uni
versity; and secondly at another consider
ation which seems naturally to flow from an 
organization, such as the University Guild, 
whose love and loyalty to our institution have 
helped to make her glory more pre-eminent. 

I need not do more than remind you of the 
beginning of the history of Valparaiso as a 
Lutheran University. More than twenty years 
ago, a little group of men walked with con
sidering footsteps about her campus, stirred 
to the depths by the possibility of acquiring 
Valparaiso as a Lutheran university. It was 
a golden hope which bfossomed into fruition! 
Some of you who stand ·before us today are 
sons and daughters of those who had fore
sight enough. to recognize the urgency of a 
great need of our Church-a Lutheran Uni
versity. Of the motives brought to bear upon 
those men, and of the manner in which they 
yielded to their motives, all of us are the 
heirs. Some have already passed away from 
the life of this earth; but the effect of their 
deeds still lives. They had succeeded in estab
lishing a Lutheran university and the labor 
of those who established it was not lost. God's 
blessing sought in prayer is an element of 
strength, a mightier buttress than the labors 
of nations which toiled for centuries at some 
house of pride or haunt of pleasure, such as 
the Palace of Nineveh and the Hanging Gar
dens of Babylon. 

The Lutheran university then was founded; 
but how did it prosper? At first not well. Let 
us bear in mind that in those days it was a 
great and wholly new experiment. Without 
unity of purpose, without traditions, the 
venture at first was discredited by many. It 
must have been a bitter thing for those who 
then worked for our university to bear; but 
.they who sow faithfully, though it be in 
tears, shaH reap in joy. God did not with
hold His blessing, and, little by litUe, . year 
by year, our school began to grow and flour
ish. In numbers as well as in intellectual 
successes and in improved finances, Valpa-
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raiso University began to prosper. The day 
was when many felt that it was a strugg!e, 
first, whether this school should live at all; 
next, whether it should live in honor or in 
obscurity. Today these fears have been dis
pelled. God gave this our university some 
able men, and not a few of them, even to the 
surrender of better prospects, deemed it 3 

privilege to serve Valparaiso and to work for 
her. And, verily, they have their reward; they 
have their reward, that is, if the highest prize 
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which life can offer is clearly to see what is 
best, and resolutely to do it. Than this, the!·e 
is nothing better! Life is not mere living. It 
is the majesty and dignity of love and ser
vice-service to God and to man; it is to feel 
that when we die, whether praised or blamed, 
whether appreciated or misinterpreted, 
whether honored or ignored, whether weal
thy or destitute, we have done something to 
make the world we came to better and hap
pier; it is the attempt to cast upon the waters 

";:" . ~1 _/ ·~ . ) 

-~· 
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some seeds which, long after we are dead, 
may still bring forth their fragrant flowers. 
The seed dies, out the harvest lives. Sacrifice 
is always fruitful, and there is nothing fruit
ful else. 

To sum up, then, it was the duty of others 
to found, it is ours to build upon their 
foundation; it was the duty of others to save 
Valparaiso from adversity, it is ours to pre
serve and to enoble her prosperity; it was 
the duty of others to mold our institution, it 
is ours to see that that institution, year by 
year, continues to train every grace and vir':" 
tue of our youth into the strength of Chris
tian man and womanhood, and to send them 
forth, in the high service of our God, Chris
tian scholars and Christian gentlemen and wo
men, to ·be the hope and glory of our church 
and ·of our country. & we now hold a re
trospect we humbly acknowledge the great 
results which have sprung from God's bl~ss
ing on a small beginning. An institution. like 
this cannot quietly die out and be forgotten. 
When it has once taken deep root, it is. a 
permanent-almost an indestructible thing. 
Since the days of its founders, it ha~ risen 
from point to point till it has become one of 
the very best of the educational institutions 
of our countryl So generally has this been 
recognized that almost 1,500 students from 48 
states and nine foreign countries have been 
enrolled, making it imperative for the admin
istration of the university to take immediate 
and vigorous steps for the erection of two 
dormitories which shall provide facilities ade
quate to house the bestowed gift of heaven 
iii an unprecedented enrollment. 

Now the name of these dormitories, which 
shall he known as Guild Hall, is not without 
deep significance. Almost from the first there 
was a wide spread desire among the women 
of our Lutheran church to· help the university 
in providing our students after their gradu
ation from high school, with facilities to con
tinue their education in · Christian environ
mentS .. This led to the organization of the 
University Guild-a society . that has played 
no unimportant part in. the history of Val
paraiso; ~nd I know that the hearts of the 
Guild members rejoice that their labors . and 
their ·time and their contributions will re
ceive a glorious permanence in the name. 
which shall be traced over the portals .of one 
of the dormitories: Guild Hall. Once again 
women have appreciably used their influence 
to endow a good cause with a precious me-

. morial of their glorious ideals. If Valparaiso: 
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has been honored and successful, I believe 
that, under God, the secret of her preemi
nence is to be found also in the steady un
swerving interest of the women of our church 
to safeguard their sons and daughters in a 
Christian school of higher learning. Some of 
these women might have thought that their 
influence would be small; no influence, how
ever, is small; but, even if it were, the aggre
gate of small influences is far more irresist
able than the most vigorous and heroic of 
isolated efforts. 

Though it was not ~lways thus, as history 
· shows, yet, ever since Christianity encircled 

the position of women with all that is pure 
and tender, their influence has verily been 
great. For many years all wise legislators 
have felt the importance of using the influ
ence of women to shape great national ends. 
When Napoleon was asked which were the 
best training places for recruits he said, "The 
nurseries," and it was to the women of France 
that he looked for help in inspiring those tra
ditions of glory which enabled his raw and 
half fed soldiers to sweep away from battle
field after ·battlefield the chivalry of Europe. 
Deeply have those nations rued their folly 
which kept womanhood in a condition of ser
vitude and depression.· Woe to that people in 
which the wom~n pray, as they are once said 
to have done in Hindustan, "O, Vishnu, let 
not my child be a girl; for very sad is the 
life of a woman." We know, too, why tha 
glory of Greece in the zenith of her great
ness was :very short-lived. An undoubted 
cause of her speedy deterioration was the 
poverty of her conception of the true dignity 
of woman's nature. 

If she be small, slight-natured, miserable, 
How shall man live? 

Due to the benign influence of Christianity! 
such is now the power of woman that she 
may mold the entire future of mankind. 

It has long been the glory of the Lutheran 
Church that her women have recognized the 
need of an early inculcation of religion in its 
essential and eternal verities upon the plastic 
minds of their childern. I am sure that all of 
you will remember how your mothers turn~d 
your very bedside into an altar, and attempt
ed to mold and sway your moral character. 
With the acquisition, therefore, of Valparaiso 
as a Lutheran university it was not difficult 
to ~list women in the cause of higher edu
cation for our youth at a Christian institu
tion. The University Guild, from the time of 
its inception, has been a warm friend of our 
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insUtution, and again and again contributed 
no small amounts of money towards the ex- · 
pansion program of the university. By sharing 
the financial burden incurred by the erection 
of these dormitories, they will help many men 
and women to go forth, year by year, not only 
with well-earned laurels, but, what is better 
still, carrying with them into the world's life 
high lessons which they will have learned in 
this place-lessons of earnest purpose, of un
resting diligence, of lofty Christian principlt:s. 
The University Guild has a share in that im
mense and important work-a work which, 
please God, shall continue to widen its con
centric circles of influence for good. Ii was 
with that thought in mind that its members 
so generously helped to. make possible the 
erection of these buildings. May they ever 
stand as permanent memorials of the love and 
loyalty of our Lutheran women; eloquent, Jf 
silent, witnesses of their desire to dedicate 
themselves more and more wholly to the glory 
of God and the good of His Church. 

"Behold," said the Lord to Israel through 
the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, "behold, I 
will lay thy stones with fair colors;·and i will 
lay thy foundations with sappbfreS; ·.And· I will 
make thy windows of agate, and 'thy gates of 
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant 
stones. And all thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy 
children." 

God grant that this may be for us also the 
language of prophecy, and that the prophecy 
of today may be the history of tomorrow. 

---0---
THE GUILD SPECIAL GIFT 

The special gift presented by the Guild to 
the university for 1945-1946 is a very beauti
ful six piece tea-and-coffee service made by 
Cheltenham & Co., of Sheffield, England. 

The. sugar bowl and creamer are exquisite
ly engraved and the tea pot and. coffee pot 
are gracefully shaped in the fluted Queen 
Anne design. These lovely pieces placed on 
the .magnificent tray of the same pattern sym
bolize true hospitality and friendliness to an 
who partake of its refreshment. 

The Guild special gift is made possib1e each 
year by the $5 donations of each GuiJd chap
ter. In presenting the special gift this year 

_ Mrs. Stegman, second vice-president smd, "It 
is a privilege and pleasure to pre8ent· to you 
the Guild Special for this year-. As in previous 
years, we have chosen a gift th8t iS perma
nent and beautiful for we believe -that 'a 
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thing .of beauty is a joy forever'. I feel sure 
that every member of every chapter is proud 
and happy to have had a part in making this 
special gift to the University, showing our 
genuine love and loyalty to our dear Val
paraiso University." 

---0---
MEMORIAL WRE.ATHS 

Chicago Chapter: 
Mrs. Helen Krietenstein .................... $ 5.00 

Herman Mackwitz ···························-··· 5.00 
Chicago West Chapter: 

The Rev. Guido Schuessler................ 5.00 
Detroit Chapter: 

H. R. Steelman ...................................... 14.00 

Hammond Chapter: 
Mr. Charles L. and 
Mrs. Caroline Gieseler ...................... ;.' 

Lansing Chapter: 
Mrs. Catharine Kreutz ....................... . 

M errlll Chapter: 
Miss Vera Wais ................................... . 

Mrs. A F. Lueck ·········:························ 
Mrs. Edwin Borke ............................... . 

Milwaukee Chapter: 
Mrs. A. Barkow ................................... . 
Mrs. A. Radke ............... : ....................... . 
Mr. Charles Anderson ....................... . 

Mt. Clemens Chapter: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Pingel ......................... . 

500.00 

5.00 

12.50 
50.00 

2.00 

5.00 
3.00 
5.00 

4.00 
(CorrecUon: The memorial to Mrs. Ella 

Wolter in the amount of $3.00 should have 
been credited to Beloit Chapter in the last 
issue of the Bulletin.) 

---D---
o~ cover picture was taken during the 

ceremony of laying the cornerstone of Guild 
Hall. In the background may be seen the 
walls of Dormitory II which forms the other 
part of the quadrangle. Beyond the first floor 
level of Dormitory II the government bar
racks for veterans may be seen. 

The articles placed in the cornerstone in
cluded a copy of the Holy Bible; the Guild 
By-Laws; the University catalog; the history 
of the Guild compiled by Mrs. F. C. Proehl; 
copies of the Guild Bulletin and of the Uni
versity Bulletin; copies of the Vidette-Mes
sengeT and of The ToTch issued Sept. 'Zl, 1946; 
the names of the Architect, the Contractor, 
the Board of Directors, the National Advisory 
Board, the Executive Board of the Guild, and 
of each Guild member; and a copy of the 
program used for the ceremony. 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 

ILLINOIS-
Broadlands: 

Chicago: 
Mrs. 0. Sonderegger 
1756 E. 71st Place 
Chicago 49,. Illinois. 

Chicago West: 
Mrs. Wm. Boeger 
304 Orchard Street 
P. 0. Maywood 
Hillside, Illinois. 

Dundee: 
Miss Hilda Bollmann . 
438 S. Third Street 
Dundee, Illinois. 

Fox River Valley: 
Mrs. Paul Rabe 
211 Orchard Street 
Elgin, Illinois. 

Kankakee: 
Mrs. John Hadders 
295 N. Prairie Avenue 
Bradley, Illinois. 

Mattoon: 
Mrs. Martin Garbe 
19 Elm Ridge 
Mattoon, Illinois. 

Rockford I.: 
Mrs. Walter Gruner 
118 Regan Street 
Rockford, Illinois. 

Rockford ll.: 
Mrs. Karl A. Bliese 
3610 Charles St. Rd. 
Rockford, Illinois. 

INDIANA-
Fort Wayne: 

Miss Emma Kiefer 
2124 Wells Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Gary: 
Mrs. John Albert 
2155 W. 9th Avenue 
Gary, Indiana. 

Hammond: 
Mrs. Melva Turbin 
220 Clinton Street 
Hammond, Indiana. 

Indianapolis: 
Miss Olga Dittmer 
2527 Shelby St., Apt. 4 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Logansport: 
Mrs. Wm. C. Moesta 
1230 Smead Street 
Logansport, Indiana. 

GUILD BULLETIN 

Mishawaka-South Bend: 
Mrs. Charles Farnsworth 
·745 Lawndale Avenue 
South Bend 16, Indiana. 

Southeastern Indiana: 

. Valparaiso: 
Mrs. Ad. Haentzschel 
308 Monroe Street 
Valparaiso, ~diana. 

MICIDGAN-
Bay City: 

Mrs. Henry Born 
Route No. 1 
Bay City, Michigan. 

Detroit: 
Mrs. Calvin J. Gauss 
2320 N. LaSalle Gardens 
Detroit 6, Michigan. 

Flint: 
Mrs. E. D,. Black 
3402 Beecher Road 
Flint, Michigan. 

Grand Rapids: 
Mrs. E. H. Schantz 
600 Prospect Ave., SE. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Jackson: 
Mrs. Fred Jahnke 
518 N. State Street 
Jackson, Michigan.-

Lansing: 
Mrs. Emil Dreps 
Route No. 2, Box 121D 
Lansing, Michigan. 

Lapeer-Hadley: 
Mrs. Rudolf Schiffmann 
Route No. 1 
Metamora, Michigan. 

Monroe: 
Miss Florence Gesell 
115 E. Front Street 
Monroe, Michigan. 

Mt. Clemens: 
Mrs. George F. Remer 
8343 Ruby Street 
Utica, ~chigan. 

Saginaw:. 
Mrs. Fred Firchau 
7~ S. Fourth 
:=;aginaw,. Michigan. 
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Sebewaing: 
Mrs. John Krauss 
Sebewaing, Michigan. 

MINNESOTA
St. Paul: 

-MISSOURI-
St. Louis: 

Mrs. Karl Kurth 
4059 Toenges 
St. Louis 16, Missouri. 

NEW YORK-
Buffalo: 

Mrs. Henry P. Mast 
372 Cumberland Avenue 
Buffalo 20, New York. 

om0-
Akron Area: 

Mrs. E. Struckmeyer 
601 N. Willow Street 
Kent, Ohio. 

Cleveland:. 
Mrs. E. S. Snyder 
4055 w. 220th 
Fairview Village 16, Ohio. 

Columbus: 
Mrs. Earl Grugel 

· Route No. 6, Hilltop Station 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Lancaster: 
Mrs. Merle Ruff 
East Main Street 
Lancaster, Ohio. 

Lorain County: 
Mrs. Wm. Neubiser 
155 Dennison Avenue 
Elyria, Ohio. 

Maumee Valley: 
Mrs. Arthur Galler 
Holgate, Ohio. 

Toledo: 
Mrs. F. J. Schumm 
2936 Sherbrooke Road 
Toledo 6, Ohio. 

Union County: 
Mrs. Carl Wolpert 
Route No. 5 
Marysville, Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA-
Pittsburgh: 

Mrs. Dan Manka 
1618 Beechwood Blvd. 
Pittsburgh 17, Penna. 
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WISCONSIN-
Appleton: 

Mrs. A. L. Leman 
910 W. Packard 
Appleton, Wisconsin. 

Beloit:. -
Mrs. Gladys Kopplin 
1002 Gerald" Avenue 
Beloit, Wisconsin. 

Clint.onville: 
Mrs. Carl Buelow 
108 Brix Street 
Clintonville, Wisconsin. 

Eau Claire: 
Mrs. Edgar Jordan 
1627 Laurel Avenue 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

Merrill: 
· Mrs. Edward Koschmann 

615 W. Main Street 
Merrill, Wisconsin. 

Milwaukee: 
Mrs. Paul Tegge 
2786 N. 68th Street 
Milwaukee 10, Wisconsin. 

Milwaukee (Evening) : 
Mrs. Myrtle Lucht 
2115 S. Layton Blvd. 
Milwaukee 7, Wisconsin. 

Plymouth: 
Miss Lydia Lautenbach 
303 Forest Avenue 
Plymouth, Wisconsin. 

Reedsburg: 
Mrs. Elmer Kutzbach 
324 N. Pine Street 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin. 

Sheboygan: 
Mrs. Victor Schulz 
1530 N. Second Street 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

Wausau: 
Mrs. Louis Metz 
711 Mcindoe Street 
Wausau, Wisconsin. 

---o---
From Broadlands, Illinois, comes the joy

ful news of the organization of a new Guild 
Chapter. 

---0---
The delicious banquet at our Fifteenth an

nual convention was served by the American 
& Swedish Catering Co., 30 E. Adams, Chicago. 
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